October 2018

From the Pastor’s Desk
The heat index two days ago was over one hundred
degrees, and yet I’m writing to you about October. It is
hard to believe, but fall is just around the corner and
the month of October is a very important month in our
church. We will begin to collect for Operation Christmas
Child, Angela and I will be headed to Latvia as the Cirst
trip of what we pray to be many more from our church
in support of the Tolbert Family, and I will slowly
begin incorporating Christmas music into my daily
routine.
October is also a month of intense preparation and
prayer for two important events in the life of our
church. Of course, our annual fall festival takes place
on October 31. Many hours will be spent over the next
month to prepare for the hundreds of people who will
Clood our campus on that night. The other important
event that we will be praying and preparing for is a fall
revival taking place November 4-6. I’m excited about
this revival and I’m asking each of you to make it a
matter of focused prayer over the next several weeks.
I have never scheduled a revival at Malvern Hill in the
time I’ve been your pastor, but I feel very burdened
right now about the need to focus our time and
attention to the revival of our people and the
evangelism of our community. We are having revival
services in early November, but prayer and
preparation for our revival services will be a major
focus of attention during October as we look forward
to God’s movement among the people of Malvern Hill.

By Craig Thompson
What can you do right now?
1. Begin praying for God to prepare your heart to be
challenged and changed through the preaching of his
Word.
2. Pray that God would show you the sin in your
own life of which you need to repent.
3. Pray that God would reveal any collective sin in
our church of which we need to repent.
4. Pray for those who attend our services to be open
to the movement of the Holy Spirit.
5. Pray for God to show you three people you can
invite to attend our revival services.
6. Pray our theme verse, Psalm 119:25.
I hope that you will make special effort to be in prayer
for the upcoming missions, evangelism, and revival
opportunities within our church.
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Discipleship

By Keven Newsome

This month I want to give everyone a reminder of what it 3. Literary Context – The Bible is written in several
means to study the Bible in context. When it comes to
different genres. Knowing what genre you are
handling scripture properly, the adage is that “context is
reading helps in your journey of understanding.
king.” If you don’t consider the context of what you’re
You should read a book of poetry with a different
reading, misinterpretations and misunderstandings
interpretive lens than you would read a book of
happen easily. Learning to understand the Bible in all its
history.
contexts will take your Biblical understanding from black
4. Historical Context – The Bible tells us accounts of
and white to full color.
things that actually happened within a framework
1. Overall Context – First and foremost we have to
of history. If we don’t slow down and learn the
consider the Bible as a whole. We believe it is complete,
historical events and political landscapes
inerrant, and uncontradictory. When we begin to look for
surrounding a passage, we may not fully grasp the
meaning in a passage we must compare it to other
intended meaning of the author.
scriptures. Do the same truths appear elsewhere? Does
5. Cultural Context – Different people groups have
the passage contribute to the overall picture we know
different customs, colloquialism, expectations, and
about God and scripture? If a contradiction seems to exist,
fears. With any given passage we must consider
it’s because a misinterpretation has occurred. The overall
the culture from three perspectives: 1. The
context helps to point you in the right direction.
author’s culture. 2. The audience’s culture. 3. The
2. Immediate Context – Each book and each author can
culture of the people who are the characters of the
have unique qualities. Certain authors may use one word
story. A Greek writing to Greeks about Jews is
consistently to mean one thing, whereas another author
going to talk differently than Jew writing to Jews
might use the same word slightly differently. When trying
about Babylonians. Learn the cultural nuances of
to understand a passage, check all the surrounding
what’s being said.
scriptures, check elsewhere in the same book, and check
other writing by the same author for contextual clues.

Music Ministry
In my preparation for Equipping Studies recently, I
came across a small bit of scripture that I have read a
thousand times but never really realized what I was
reading. It’s a bit about the importance of singing and
worship to Jesus, but we tend to overlook a couple of
beautiful moments of worship by Jesus in the midst of
his suffering.
If you knew you were going to your death what would
you want to do? You’d want to spend time with family
and friends and you’d spend time praying. Jesus did
that but he did one other thing too. He sang. After
sharing a mean with his friends and before praying,
Jesus worshipped in song.
Then as Jesus hung on the cross there are seven
recorded things he said. One of those was, “My God,

my God, why have you forsaken me?” When we Cirst
read it we can feel the desperation and loneliness that
Jesus must have felt. When we dig deeper, we realize
that those words were not random. Jesus was quoting
scripture. But what we overlook is the fact that the
scripture he quotes is a song. It is from Psalm 22…a
psalm that begins with speciCic melodic instructions to
the musicians. It was a known tune and something
sung at the temple. Jesus probably learned this piece of
scripture as a child by learning to sing it, much like we
teach children scripture today. So when Jesus quotes
the scripture, he is quoting the words of a song written
on his heart. He may have been in too much pain to
sing and could only shout out the words, but in that
moment Jesus reached for words of worship.
In times of struggle what do you reach for? Consider
the example of Jesus. He was a worshipping and
singing savior, and he worshipped and sang his way to
the cross.

Mission Emphasis: OperaDon Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child is a project of Samaritan’s
Purse, an international Christian relief and evangelism
organization headed by Franklin Graham. The mission
of Operation Christmas Child is to demonstrate God’s
love in a tangible way to children in need around the
world, and together with the local church worldwide,
to share the Good News of Jesus Christ. Since 1993,
Operation Christmas Child has collected and delivered
more than 135 million gift-Cilled shoeboxes to children
in more than 150 countries and territories. For many
of these children, the gift-Cilled shoebox is the Cirst gift
they have ever received.

• Toys- medium to large items such as a soccer
ball with a pump, stuffed animal, baby doll, toy
truck, musical instruments, or clothing items
• School Supplies- pens, pencils, sharpeners, crayons, notebooks, and solar calculators
• Non-liquid hygiene items- toothbrush and
toothpaste, bar soap, wash cloths, comb or brush
• Accessories- sunglasses, hair clips, watches, Clashlights and batteries
• A personal note and a picture of you and/or

Since 1993, more than 7.4 million children have
participated in The Greatest Journey, Operation
Christmas Child’s follow- up program that is offered to
many children who receive shoebox gifts. The Greatest
Journey is implemented through a global church
network. This 12-lesson discipleship program teaches
children about God’s amazing love and guides them
through what it means to faithfully follow Jesus Christ.

Please do not include candy, toothpaste, used or
damaged items, war-related items, chocolate or food,
fruit snacks or drink mixes, liquids or lotions,
medications or vitamins, breakable items, or aerosol
cans.

your family

Some items you may want to include in your Operation
Christmas Child Shoebox are:

By Buster Morris

Prime Timers’ Ministry
We are very thankful of how God blessed us once again
with the Senior Fair. He is so faithful. As always I want
to thank the church and Pastor Craig for their great
support each year. I am also thankful for Ms. Diana
Taylor and her support and help with all the paper
work. We were blessed with all the great volunteers
and the ones who prepared the desserts. Can’t leave
out the work of our Senior Adult Ministry Team. It was
just another great time in the Lord.
Well, October is here and we will be leaving in just a
few days for our Washington trip. We are very
excited for the opportunity to visit our Nation’s Capital
with all the sites and also the Bible Museum. Please be
in prayer for us as we travel. October will be another
busy month, please be watching our calendar for all
our activities.
October “Prime Timer” Events
Tuesday, October 2, 8:00 AM- Senior Breakfast
Thursday, October 11, 2:30 PM - Karesh Wing Ministry
Thursday, October 15-18 - Washington Trip
Tuesday, October 22, 8:00 AM - Apple Trip Thursday
Thursday, October 25, 2:30 PM - Springdale Ministry
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Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams

The children’s ministry began the new church year
with a bang. I would like to thank all the adults who
helped with our annual water day. We had the largest
turnout ever, and we needed all your help.

Fall Festival
Our annual fall festival will be held on Wednesday,
October 31 from 6:00 until 8:00. This is our gift to the
community. It is a time in which we have the
opportunity to interact with people living in the area
that we might not see the rest of the year. Attendance
usually runs around 1500 or more people. Sign- up
sheets will go up soon with the ways that you can help
with this event. We will also need donations of candy–
lots and lots of candy.

Our Cirst mission’s project for the year is Rice Bowls
for Orphans. This was started 38 years ago in
Spartanburg, SC. It is a non-proCit organization that
provides food for orphaned children in the name of
Christ. Beginning in 2007, Rice Bowls partnered
directly in Christian children’s homes, Cirst in India and
parts of Africa. Rice Bowls has raised tens of millions
of dollars toward alleviating world hunger. The
organization is currently working with 58 faith based
children’s homes in 9 countries to provide 100% of the
food for the children in their care.

Sacks of Love
We are going into our 10th year of this ministry.
Malvern Hill works with Midway Elementary
providing sacks of food for children to take home on
weekends. These are children whose families are
struggling to provide even the basic necessities for
their children. If you want to help with this ministry,
you can help by donating money for the purchase of
the food or by helping pack the bags. The time and
dates we pack the bags are announced through the
church announcements.

The children have begun taking the rice bowl banks
home. When they get them Cilled with money, they are
to return them. The project will end on November 14.
At that time all rice bowls are to be returned. We will
break them open and give an accounting for the
amount of money raised.
As I write this, I am preparing for an event (meal) to be
held on Wednesday, September 19. When the children
Cirst come in, they will pick a colored sticker. Their
meal will be dependent on what color sticker they
pick, but they won’t know what the colors mean. Some
will have much more than others. One group will get
just a small piece of bread and some water, some will
get rice and water, and some will get pizza and their
choice of drink. The purpose, of course, is to show
them a little of what world hunger is like.

Dates To Remember
Fall Festival – Wednesday, October 31
Rice Bowls project ends – Wednesday, November 14

Our second mission’s project will be Operation
Christmas Child. This ministry sponsored by
Samaritan’s Purse gives families an opportunity to
work together to put together shoeboxes of small gifts
and useful items for children. The boxes will be used
by Samaritan’s Purse to tell others about Jesus. Many
of the children receiving the boxes go on to participate
in Samaritan Purse’s 12 lesson follow-up Bible study
course called The Greatest Journey. More information
will be sent home soon.
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GeneraDon180 Ministry

By Adam Whiteside

DO YOU PRAY TO YOUR BASEBALL?
This month’s issue of Parenting Teens magazine takes
up the hot topic of youth sports. Reading this issue will
cause you to reﬂect upon the purpose of sports in your
life and the lives of your children. Sports can be
dangerous, dangerous because of what they provide.
In sports we ﬁnd community and accomplishment,
acceptance and satisfaction, all very tempting.
Therefore take care and remember that sports are just
one more place where we teach our children that Jesus
comes ﬁrst.
Wrestle with this question: Has your child’s sport
become their idol? Has it become your idol? Has sports
taken the place of your family time at home and
attendance at your church? I’ve been there and
shrugged oﬀ the same question. I’ve made an idol out
of my sport. I’ve prayed to my baseball. This is serious
business so think hard and write your child’s sport in
the blank provided. Answer these questions for
yourself, and then ask them of your children.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Is _____________ where you are most happy?
Is _____________ where you Cind your joy?
Is _____________ where you mind wanders to in the
free moments of your life?
Do you feel like you’re living out your purpose in
life when you’re at _____________?
Is _____________ where your closest friends are?
Is _____________ where you spend your time and
money?
Could you get rid of everything in your life but
_____________?
Do you spend more time attending, studying, and
talking about _____________than you do Jesus and his
church?

Let’s be honest, when it’s all said and done wouldn’t
we all rather our children become good Christian men
and women Cirst and good athletes second? If you had
an inclination to answer yes to any of the above
questions, you’ve bought the lie the world is selling.

Take my advice, there was a time when I found
everything I thought I would ever need on a baseball
Cield. Then one day it was over, and I didn’t know how
to be a good Christian man. Like the woodworker in
Isaiah 44, everything I needed in life I found in one
manmade idol. You see, this woodworker cuts down
his tree and makes a Cire with the wood. He bakes
bread and roasts meat on that Cire. He Cinds everything
he needs in one tree. Because after the food and Cire he
makes himself an idol, as it says in verse 16:
16 Half of it he burns in the Cire. Over the half he
eats meat; he roasts it and is satisCied. Also he
warms himself and says, “Aha, I am warm, I have
seen the Cire!” 17 And the rest of it he makes
into a god, his idol, and falls down to it and
worships it. He prays to it and says, “Deliver me,
for you are my god!
It sounds silly to worship something someone could
use to make a Cire, bake, and roast on. Almost as silly
as it sounds when I ask: Do you pray to your baseball?

Happy Birthday

OCTOBER 2018

10/1 Bella Bennett
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Senior
Breakfast

10/2 Will Mathis
Madison Williams
10/4 Brooke Jordan
Joshua Taylor
10/5 Patty Haudenshild
Paul Allen
10/7 Jenny Branham
Jim Mathis
Ted Dowey
10/8 Stacy McCaskill
Braiden Brazzell
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Finance
Mission
Committee Bible Study
Mtg.
Mission
Prayer
Deacons'
Group
Mtg.
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Karesh
Wing

10/9 Mary Andrews
10/11 Grace Holden
10/12 Olivia Arrington
Pam Childers
Billy Sparks
Linda Branham
10/13 Haven Thomas
Brody Dowey
Carson Holden
Lindsey Spitzer
10/15 Ella Brinson
10/16 Mari Jones

Women’s
Christmas
Craft Party

10/17 Gage Thomas
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16

17
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Operation
Christmas
Child Kickoff

10/20 Hank Tarte

Love, Serve,
Give
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10/18 Caroline Tolbert
Ryan Davis
Becky Stephens

PrimeTimer’s Washington Trip
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10/21 Ashley Elliott
Wayne Watts
James Brinson
10/22 Easton Colvin
Ally Stephens
10/23 Brynna Chestnut
Libby Cunningham
10/25 Ginger Chestnut
10/26 Buster Morris
10/28 Maddox Freeman

Next Steps Apple Trip
Class

Springdale Men’s Bible
Ministry
Study

10/31 Edith Mosie

Happy
Anniversary

10/2 Clay & Gregg Williams
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Fall Festival
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10/6 Jason & Julie Jordan
10/15 Michael & Neva Arrington
Victor & Darlene Thomas
10/16 Talley & Tara Truesdale
10/18 Donnie & Renee Broughton
Scott & Michell Holden
10/23 Scott & Erin Taylor
10/26 Lee & Kristie Williams
Tommy & Lori BrownCield

Fall Festival
Set-Up

10/30 Larry & Vickie Patton
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