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From	the	Pastor’s	Desk By	Craig	Thompson
On May 23rd, I presented a vision to you as a church 

body about how we could move forward in the coming 
years. May seems like a long time ago, and no doubt some 
of you are wondering what is next. 

The next thing is upon us. Following that presentation on 
May 23rd we requested a vote of confidence from the 
church body to move forward with the ReFocus vision and 
that vote was overwhelmingly supportive. As mentioned in 
the presentation and listening sessions, the ReFocus vision 
represents our church’s effort to prepare to take the next 
steps to meet the needs of our church body, reach our 
community, strengthen other churches, and reach the 
world.

It is a core belief of Malvern Hill that the vision for our 
church is not tied up in a single person or particular group 
of people. We believe that if God is leading our church, 
then He will give His vision to our church and He will 
raise up the necessary leaders to develop and accomplish 
His vision.

It is this belief that drives us to form a ReFocus team to 
develop a vision plan for the next 3-5 years and to develop 
a strategy to implement that vision. On Sunday, September 
19, nomination forms will be made available to the church 
body to nominate members for the ReFocus team. 

The team will be made up of four women and four men 
from within our church body. Those people should be 
mature believers who are regular in attendance with 
Malvern Hill and who have been members for at least one 
year. In addition, I would urge you to pray specifically that 

God would fill this team with people who have a 
knowledge and experience base to help us develop a plan 
that not only meets our needs, but that is accomplishable 
by our church.

Our mission never changes. God has called us to love 
him, love others, and change the world. But our church, 
our community, and our world are constantly changing. 
We must regularly renew and adapt our vision and 
methods to fulfill the mission to which God has called 
us. We must adapt, and we need good people in place to 
help us adapt to meet the needs of the future. Please plan 
to be with us on September 19 to receive your 
nomination forms (electronic nominations will also be 
made available). You will have one week to pray over 
and return your nominations.

I look forward to taking this next step with you all as 
we anticipate God’s work in our church, our community, 
and our world.
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Worship	and	Discipleship By	Keven	Newsome
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Last month I began talking about the three spiritual 
influences in the world by describing “godly spirits,” as 
distinguished from the unique work of the Holy Spirit. 
Specifically, I talked about angels and miracles. This 
month I want to talk about the opposite – evil spirits, aka 
demons or fallen angels.

I almost moved this one to next month and talked about 
the human spirit this month. Because as tempted as we are 
to decry “the devil made me do it,” the truth is our broken 
and sinful nature does just fine on its own making bad 
decisions. We shouldn’t get caught up on passing blame to 
demons or looking for angelic or miraculous help. We 
should focus on deepening our relationship with God first. 
But more on that next month. Just take that as a disclaimer 
before reading on.

When we talk about “evil spirits” we are talking about 
Satan and his demons. Categorically, Satan and his 
demons are the same as angels. When we think about 
what they are and what they can do, we must admit that 
demons and angels are fundamentally the exact same 
creature. To better understand one, it is helpful to 
understand the other. The difference is simply the 
empowerment of the Holy Spirit.

This gets us into some sticky thinking, because when we 
look at angels and demons in the Bible we often see them 
doing and behaving in different ways. It’s also difficult to 
distinguish in the behavior and abilities of angels that 
which is inherent in their created nature from that which 
they are specifically empowered by the Holy Spirit to do. 
Obviously, demons cannot do any of those things a Holy 
Spirit empowered angel can do, but they can do 
everything an angel can do which is found in their created 
nature. And vice versa. If a demon can do, so can an 
angel.

They are the same, and yet the opposite. Demons have 
the same design and desires but are depraved. What they 
do and how they act, therefore, is both in fulfillment of 
their design and desires, but also is in contempt of them. 
They are the “evil twins” of angels, identical at first in 
appearance and stature, but acting out their nature in 
corrupted ways. This is why it’s sometimes so difficult for 
mere humans to tell the difference. 

Angels were created to worship God and are subject to 
Christ. The Bible tells us that demons will also one day 

give in to worshipping God and that they are also subject 
to the commands of Christ. Angels are warriors and so are 
demons. Indeed, we have a vivid picture in Daniel 
10:12-13, 20-21 of angels and demons in battle with each 
other.

Angels are messengers to point people to God, and 
demons are messengers to point people away from God. 
This may be the most important thing for me to explain. 
Most people think of demonic influence as being a 
fantastical evil encounter with some hell-beast or 
possessed lunatic. However, demons are far more subtle 
and refined than that. Their greatest weapon is to behave 
in whatever manner best points people away from the 
truth of the Gospel. It doesn’t matter where they point, so 
long as it’s not to Jesus. 

In my opinion, this accounts for 99% of “ghost” 
encounters. It might not act like an evil ghost, but a belief 
in ghosts points people away from the Biblical teachings 
of the afterlife. Any doubt on the veracity of one teaching 
of the Bible opens the door for doubt in all teachings of 
the Bible. Other false messages might be aliens, cryptids, 
paganism, deities and messengers of other religions, 
naturalism, or even simply the hope and belief in 
something that will bring peace and unity to the world. 
Demons thrive on false information, and if they can 
convince someone to believe in something other than the 
truth of God, then they win. 

This includes fear. Fear is just a tool of their false 
message. If fear is the message that keeps you from God’s 
truth, then that’s what they’ll use—whether it’s fear of 
disease, terrorism, or an actual encounter with a red-
skinned, horned demon crooking his finger at you from 
the window. But it’s a trick. It’s slight-of-hand. It’s 
misinformation to keep you away from God’s truth.

Finally, a couple of parting facts: Satan is a demon also. 
He is not omnipotent, omnipresent, or omniscient. He 
may be their leader, but fundamentally he is exactly the 
same creature. Also, never forget that angels outnumber 
demons two to one.

  1 John 4:3
…and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not 

from God. This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you 
heard was coming and now is in the world already.



Prime	Timers’	Ministry	 By	Buster	Morris
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I know we are all weary of this coronavirus mess. But 
unfortunately, it is still here and it seems that we will have 
to deal with it for a while longer. Try to see the positive as 
believers, thinking how God has given us a great 
opportunity to share our hope with those we come in 
contact with, because of the fears and discouragement 
many are experiencing. There are many who have 
questions. Believing this will give us greater opportunities 
to have gospel conversations, my prayer is that I would be 
mindful of these opportunities remembering what Paul 
shared:

Roman 1:16 
For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power 

of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek. Knowing that it is through 

Jesus Christ that we find hope and peace. 
Let me challenge each of our seniors, as well as myself, 

to be prepared to take advantage of our opportunities to be 
the hands and feet of Jesus and carry the Good News to a 
lost world that is searching.
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams
during his struggles in life. Some said they knew that God 
loves them and will always be there for them. One said he 
would always remember his adult children’s leaders and 
he would always remember the love shown to him. One 
said that she will be taking me with her to youth. So 
Pastor Adam, if you look out upon your youth and see me 
sitting there, you will know why. 

Children’s Baptisms
Parents, if your child is scheduled to be baptized, please 

let me know. I usually know that a child is going to be 
baptized soon, but I don’t always know when. Sometimes 
when we have baptism planned for a certain date, parents 
will ask for another date because they won’t be there that 
day because of other plans, they can’t be there because of 
work, or relatives want to be there but can’t on that 
particular day. I prefer to have several weeks notice if 
possible so that the child can pick out his baptism Bible. I 
will then label it to be given on the day of baptism. Then 
during children’s worship we recognize the child, ask him 
to give his testimony if he wants to, and I give him a 
Bible. 

New Church Year Celebration (Water Day)
This year’s New Church Year Celebration will be 

Wednesday, September 1. All children through 5th grade 
are invited. We will have water slides and other water 
games. The children will need to bring or wear a swimsuit 
or shorts and a t-shirt and bring a towel. We will have 
supper first. The older children, 5K through 5th grade, 
will participate in the annual shaving cream celebration.

 

During the Covid Pandemic, we have attempted to do as 
many of our traditional things as possible, because many 
of the children look forward to them; however, it became 
clear by the second week of August that Children’s Day 
was not going to happen. It takes about three weeks, 
Sunday and Wednesday, to plan Children’s Day. It 
requires that the children who have the major parts be 
there to know what they will be doing. Too many of them 
were not in attendance for various reasons. Some were 
quarantined and not sick, some were quarantined and sick, 
and some families did not want to chance getting sick. In 
trying to decide what to do, I asked the 6th graders if they 
would like to move up to youth and then come back to do 
Children’s Day when we were able. They said no, and I 
understand why they would feel that way. 

The question then was what can we do to recognize the 
6th graders and make their last Sunday in the children’s 
ministry special? I decided to do something that would 
only require planning on my part. On Sunday, August 22, 
during Children’s Worship, the 6th graders were given a 
going away party. During that time, they were asked to tell 
what they will be taking away from the children’s ministry 
– either knowledge or emotion, and they were given a 
Bible. (The emotion part is very important to me because 
studies have shown that how a child feels about his 
experiences in the life of the church will effect whether he 
is part of a church as an adult.) One said that the 
children’s building and children’s ministry is home, and 
he is torn between staying and going. One said that the 
children’s ministry had always been there for him even 
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GeneraFon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside
How often have you read your Bible, listened to a 

sermon, or been in a small group discussion, and felt like 
what you were taking in was important, only to later not 
remember what you heard or read? You are not alone, and 
there is a remedy to this problem. To be impacted by 
Scripture, you must put that Scripture to work in your life 
by learning the lost art of Scripture memorization.

A long time ago, I drove for UPS. I wore the brown 
uniform and drove the little brown truck. Before you drive 
for UPS, you go to UPS driving school. There you learn a 
lot, but specifically, I remember four principles that begin 
as information I memorized before I ever applied it. All of 
us in that class spent hours receiving this information, 
writing it down, asking questions, watching videos, 
listening to our instructor give his lectures, talking about 
what we’d just learned during breaks and while we ate. 
Only after 2 or 3 were we tested on the information. All of 
that happened before you ever stepped foot on a truck. I 
haven’t driven for UPS since 2008. I still remember those 
principles because of the effort made so I could recall the 
information. 

That’s why memorizing Scripture is such a big deal. 
God’s Word is supposed to be in our hearts (Psalm 
119:11). It was Jesus’s weapon when contending against 
the devil himself (Matthew 4:4). Paul told Timothy in 2 
Timothy that God’s Word prepares you for every good 
work (2 Timothy 3:16). It says in Ezra 7:10 that he had 
“set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, and to do it…” 
But Joshua 1:8 is where we will land this principle and 
learn how important it is to memorize Scripture. The Lord 
says to Joshua that: 

This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, 
but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may 
be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For 
then you will make your way prosperous, and then you 

will have good success.
Let’s unpack these three things specifically:
1. It says the Lord commanded Joshua to keep this Word 

in mind constantly, day and night, so he would remember 
his responsibilities and find encouragement to keep going 
when things got hard. Memorizing reminds you of God’s 
commands and encourages you to keep them. 

2. When it says “from your mouth,” it refers to the 
custom of muttering while studying. When one 
continually mutters God’s Word to himself, he is 
constantly thinking about it, and thinking about God’s 
Word keeps your mind on the things of God—and as a 

result, it keeps your mind off other things. 
3. We must never view Scripture memorization as the 

end of obedience. It is a necessary discipline that prepares 
you to obey, but if not practiced, you’ve only memorized 
what could be good for you without actually making it 
good for you. 

Joshua 1:8 teaches us to keep the Word close, mutter it, 
remember it, think about it, and then it says “so that you 
may be careful to do according to all that is written.” As 
we are endeavoring to memorize and apply Scripture, we 
like Joshua need to know and do it, to claim the promise 
at the end of verse 9, “For then you will make your way 
prosperous, and then you will have good success.”

How do you begin?   
1. First, pick a starting place by identifying a problem 

you have, a theme you’re interested in, or a verse from 
your daily Bible reading.

2. Second, begin memorizing with repetition. Always 
memorize Scripture by saying the book, chapter, and verse 
before and after reciting it. The repetition teaches your 
mind a pattern to follow for instilling information. So read 
the verse 10 times or more.

3. Third, write it down. Write it on a notecard and put it 
where you’ll see or touch it several times a day (pocket, 
phone, car, fridge). Then every time you feel, see, or pass 
it, recite it remembering to start and finish with the book, 
chapter, and verse. Write it first exactly as you see it in the 
Bible because something magical happens when your 
eyes, brain, pencil, and paper work together. Then write it 
in your own words being sure to capture the entire 
thought/theme as this will help you know exactly what 
God is trying to communicate to you. But be careful to 
remember what you are reading and memorizing was 
written to someone else first—it was a word to them 
before it was a word to you. So make an effort to 
understand what God said to them, so you’ll know exactly 
what he’s saying to you.

4. Fourth, share your memorization challenge with a 
friend, as this allows you to challenge each other while at 
the same time enabling you to discuss the truth from the 
verse you’re memorizing. By sharing this challenge, you 
also hold one another accountable for your shared spiritual 
discipline.

So that’s it, find a starting place, memorize with 
repetition, write it down, and share with a friend. Begin 
equipping yourself for doing of the Word by memorizing 
the Word.
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