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From	the	Pastor’s	Desk By	Craig	Thompson
It was the poster that changed the world. On October 31, 

1517, Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to the church door 
in Wittenberg, Germany. Luther’s document was posted as 
a protest against abusive practices by preachers who were 
selling indulgences, which were certificates believed to 
offer atonement for sin. 

History suggests that Luther’s goal in posting his treatise 
was to spark theological debate within the church, and 
hopefully see repentance from those he believed were 
acting against the pope and the Catholic Church in the sale 
of indulgences. What Luther did not know is that those 
who were selling indulgences were acting on the orders of 
the pope and of the church hierarchy.

Luther’s effort to create an internal debate sparked a 
revolution that saw the recovery of the gospel and a split 
within the church that has never been healed. As the 
Reformation grew and matured, the rallying cry of the 
Reformers was distilled into what we now call the Five 
Solas of the Reformation. Sola is a Latin word that means 
“alone.” In response to the medieval Catholic Church, the 
Reformers proclaimed that salvation is through Scripture 
alone, through faith alone, by grace alone, by Jesus alone, 
to the glory of God alone. The work of salvation is not for 
sale through indulgences, it does not need the blessing of 
any man, and it cannot be earned through our works. 
Salvation is a gift of God, through the shed blood of Jesus, 
to the glory of God.

During the month of October, as we continue our journey 
through the Bible, I hope that you will reflect on the 

privilege it is to have access to God’s Word. We should 
regularly reflect upon the glory that is the gospel and the 
amazing work that God does through the salvation of 
sinners.

I pray that your time reading the Bible this year has 
given you a deeper understanding of salvation and a 
deeper appreciation for the work of salvation in our lives. 
I also pray that God will continue to use his word to spur 
you toward evangelism as we seek out the salvation of 
others.

The Protestant Reformation was a movement to 
recapture the gospel and restore it to its rightful place in 
the center of Christ’s church. The greatest honor we can 
pay to those who gave their lives for Christ and his 
church during the Reformation is to keep the Word of 
God in the center of our lives, the gospel on our lips, and 
the glory of God as our greatest motivation. Soli Deo 
Gloria (To God Be The Glory)!
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Worship	and	Discipleship By	Keven	Newsome
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We are spiritual beings. It may be easy to forget this, but 
humans are unique in all of God’s creation in that we are 
hybrid physical/spiritual beings. We are not just a body. 
We are also an eternal soul. To be truly human, we must 
have both. 

It is by means of the spiritual part of who we are that we 
can interact on a spiritual level. This is how we 
communicate with God, it’s how we experience the 
presence of the Holy Spirit, and it’s how we can sometime 
sense the presence of angels and demons. It’s also how we 
can meet someone for the first time and sometimes 
immediately know that they are a Christian like us.

The curse of sin means that we must die—both 
physically and spiritually. The tragedy of the unsaved is 
that they will indeed endure both a physical death and an 
eternal spiritual death. To be Christian, means to be reborn 
spiritually. Our souls are recreated into a sinless state and 
when our physical body dies, we continue to live eternally 
as a spirit with our God. But that is not the true human 
existence, which is why God promises to give us new, 
sinless bodies, with which to live out eternity. 2 
Corinthians 5:1-5 says: 

For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not 
made with hands, eternal in the heavens. For in this tent 
we groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, if 
indeed by putting it on we may not be found naked. For 
while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—
not that we would be unclothed, but that we would be 
further clothed, so that what is mortal may be swallowed 
up by life. 

However, until we shed this physical, sinful body, and 
are given our new sinless bodies, we must live life with 
both a sinful body and a sinless soul. This is the war 
within a Christian that Paul speaks of in Romans 7:21-25:

So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, evil 
lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, in my  

inner being, but I see in my members another law waging 
war against the law of my mind and making me captive to 
the law of sin that dwells in my members. Wretched man 
that I am! Who will deliver me from this body of death? 
Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! So 
then, I myself serve the law of God with my mind, but 
with my flesh I serve the law of sin.

Why all this talk about bodies and souls? Because out of 
8 billion people in the world, only 7.9% claim to be 
evangelical. Which means we have roughly 92% (or 7.3 
billion!) of the world who are in the first state—sinful 
flesh and sinful soul. The remaining 8% still must fight 
daily with their sinful flesh, losing the fight more often 
than they care to admit.

The past two months, I’ve talked about the spirits—that 
is, angels and demons. Part of discernment is being able 
to discern what spirit is behind a specific action or event. 
As tempting as it is to always run to “the devil made me 
do it” when things go wrong, the truth is that humans are 
sufficiently capable of bad things without the help of a 
demon. With 8 billion sinful people in the world, we 
shouldn’t be so quick to blame Satan or God for our bad 
decisions and the state of brokenness around us. 

Consider these motivations the next time you suspect 
some spirit other that humanity is behind something: The 
sinful flesh will fight against death at every turn. A sinful 
mind only seeks to please itself. A sinful soul cries out for 
God’s attention by rebelling against his laws. If any of 
these motivations are at play, the spirit behind something 
is most likely just human. By comparison, the motivation 
of a demon is to discredit Christianity, and the motivation 
of an angel is the preservations of the saints and the glory 
of God.

Consider the motivations, and you’ll most likely find 
the situation to simply be sinful people doing sinful 
things to each other.



Prime	Timers’	Ministry	 By	Buster	Morris
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It looks like everything is on go for our Senior Adult 
Conference at Pigeon Forge, Tennessee. This will be our 
first extended trip since the Covid outbreak. We are very 
excited about this trip; we are always blessed by this 
conference. There will be great scenery, fellowship, and 
worship. We will be challenged from God’s word by Dr. 
David Jeremiah each night along with several others. 
Also, the former Vice President Mike Pence and his wife 
will be sharing. Our worship leader will be Charles 
Billingsley. There will also be the Gaither Vocal Band 
among others sharing each night. Hopefully our spirits 
will be lifted up and challenged as we worship our Lord. 
Please pray that God will use this time for our good and 
His glory. 

Upcoming Events

October 11-14 – Celebrators Conference 
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams
Nerf Games and Other Things

Friday, October 8 from 6:00 until 8:00, the children’s 
ministry will host a Nerf Games and Other Things night 
for children 5K through 5th grade. Each child must bring 
a nerf gun and safety glasses if you want your child to 
wear them. Please label both items with your child’s 
name. We will serve supper first then play nerf games 
followed by some unstructured gym play. Children are to 
be dropped off in the children’s building and picked up in 
the gym. Parents, please do not drop your child off in the 
parking lot. You must sign your child in.

Operation Christmas Child Packing Party

On Wednesday, October 20 from 6:30 until 7:30, the 
children will pack boxes for Operation Christmas Child. 
Operation Christmas Child, a project of Samaritan’s 
Purse, has delivered 157 million gift-filled shoeboxes to 
children around the world. At the same time, the gospel is 
shared to these children. 

Upcoming Dates To Remember

October 8 – Nerf Games and Other Things
October 10 – Winter Blast Deadline
October 20 – Operation Christmas Child Packing Party
October 31– Trunk or Treat

In the past, as an outreach we have hosted a fall festival; 
however, once again Covid is changing how we do things. 
This year’s outreach will be a walk through Trunk or Treat 
for the children of our community and their families on 
Sunday, October 31 from 6:00 until 8:00.  We will line our 
cars and some tables up for people to walk through and 
pick up treats and information about Malvern Hill.  If you 
would like to help, please sign up on the bulletin board in 
the hallway between the offices and gym. We will also 
need donations of candy. There will be labeled containers 
in various areas of the church for the candy. 

Winter Blast 

Winter Blast, a weekend Christmas camp for 3rd 
through 7th graders, will be Friday, December 10 through 
Sunday, December 12 at Camp Longridge. The children 
will leave for camp after school that Friday and will return 
during morning worship that Sunday. If you would like 
your child to attend, and you haven’t received an interest 
form, please see me. The deadline to return the form is 
October 10. A non-refundable deposit of $50.00 is due 
with this form. The church will pay the remaining fee. The 
fee pays for lodging, food, and activities. 
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GeneraFon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside

Have you ever considered what you listen to and why? 
Furthermore, have you ever thought about what music 
does to you when you listen? When you listen to your 
music, three things happen. You listen to what connects 
with who you are, where you are, and where you want to 
be. Let’s unpack these ideas.

First, you choose the music you like because it connects 
and identifies with who you are. No one listens to music 
that, as we say, “Doesn’t speak to me.” Most of the music 
you listen to sounds like what you’d say, tells the story the 
way you would, or better, is your story. How often do you 
hear a song and think, “That’s me...” 

Secondly, you listen to music that connects with where 
you are, with what’s going on in your life. When you’re in 
a good mood, you listen to your happy, feel-good songs 
and change the channel when the song is sad. But when 
you’re sad, you listen to your sad songs. There’s music 
that helps you think. You have your driving playlist. Many 
of the songs you love are connected with a memory, so 
you have memory songs.

Thirdly, you listen to music that connects you with 
where you want to be. When you listen to music, it takes 
you somewhere, a destination, and thus, directs you. 
Music connects you with your past, your present, and your 
future. 

Music is a great tool. What? Is music a tool? Yes…
music is a tool. Music is likely the most powerful tool 
you’ve never recognized. Music can take you from one 
end of the emotional spectrum to another faster than 
anything else. Music is the best and fastest way to shape 
your emotions. Music is a tool when used properly, can be 
of great benefit to you. You must remember when we’re 
considering music because you live out of the overflow of 
your heart. What you put in is going to come out (Luke 
6:45). Consider what music can really do.  

When music connects, it informs, describes what you’re 
like, how you think, who you are. When you think about 
it, your music speaks right to your heart. That means that 
your music is dangerous because it could be connecting 
with you sinfully (Jeremiah 17:9).

When music connects, it affirms you. Music tells you 
that what you’re thinking is right, whether it is or not. 

Music tells you it’s ok to be the way you want to be. 
emotional compass. Music plays off emotions, and 
emotions are often not our greatest allies when 
considering who we are. Music is dangerous because it is 
manipulative and not good for you by Bible standards, 
even on a Christian radio station.

Lastly, music directs you. Music becomes your 
emotional compass. It points you, good or bad, to the 
destination of your choice.  

How do you take this information and become a better 
user of the music tool? Be intentional about what you 
listen to by considering the following:

1. When music connects with you, ask yourself what it’s 
connecting with, and is that good? Realize what music is 
saying about who you and others are.

2. Once you define your music, be intentional about 
listening to things that affirm truth—that means what is 
biblical and good. It also means that there’s music out 
there that’s not on Christian radio that you can listen to 
because it says good and faithful things (Eph. 4:29; Phil. 
4:8-10).

3. Choose your music, being sure of where it’s directing 
you. If it connects with you and is good and faithful, 
consider where the song is leading you.

Way back in the last century, when most of us were 
teenagers, we all had terrible breakups and breakup songs. 
There were “I’m going to show you” breakup songs that 
told you to get back at the person that hurt you. There 
were “there will never be another like them” breakup 
songs. And there were “get over them” breakup songs that 
encouraged you to move on with your life. Of the three 
options, only the last could be considered good for you. 
Too often, we listen to things that affirm our sin or our 
victimhood instead of listening to music that enables us to 
turn the corner in our sadness.

Think about what you listen to and what you’ve listened 
to when you were a teenager. Then take what you’ve just 
read and teach your teenager to break down their music so 
they recognize what music is doing and use it as a tool for 
their emotional well-being.
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