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From	the	Pastor’s	Desk By	Craig	Thompson

As I turn the corner on fifteen years of ministry here at 
Malvern Hill, I must admit that I feel a little nostalgic. I 
look back over fifteen years and I am filled with gratitude, 
amazement, surprise, a few regrets, and so much joy at all 
that God has allowed me to experience as your pastor.

In fifteen years, God has given Angela and I four 
children. I have seen three of them come to the Lord and 
we pray daily for the next one. I have lost count of how 
many people I have baptized, but I have been here long 
enough now that there are several people who I have had 
the privilege of baptizing and marrying. I have even had 
the opportunity to baptize and bury a few—a unique joy to 
participate in a funeral with confidence of a person’s 
eternal salvation.

In fifteen years, God has allowed us to grow, to change, 
and to impact our community and the world. In fifteen 
years, we have built buildings, purchased property, and 
broadcast our services around the globe. We have 
worshiped in our gym, in our parking lot, and in a brand-
new old sanctuary. We have mourned together, and we 
have celebrated. We have known times of financial 
struggle and times of financial abundance—and those 

times of struggle have helped us  manage our times of 
abundance more faithfully.

In fifteen years, God has changed me. I’ve finished a 
master’s degree and a PhD. I’ve been humbled. I’ve been 
taught. I’ve gotten older, grayer, and (we hope) wiser. 
I’ve preached somewhere in the neighborhood of 2000 
sermons or devotions on Sunday mornings, Sunday 
nights, and Wednesday nights. I have shared uncounted 
Bible studies, prayed at public events, and ministered in 
our schools and nursing homes. I have sat in hospital 
rooms, held hands with the dying, and offered a shoulder 
to cry on. Often, I have needed a shoulder to cry on 
myself.
(Continued on page 3…)
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Worship	and	Discipleship By	Keven	Newsome

 2

The book of Revelation records the Saints and angels 
gathered around the throne of God crying out in worship. 
Paul described worship in Philippians 3 as “worship in the 
Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus” that “puts no 
confidence in the flesh.” Jesus himself taught us in John 4 
to worship in “spirit and in truth.” The psalmist declares 
that all the earth worships the Lord and that everything 
that has breath should praise the Lord. Isaiah prophesied 
in chapter 45 that “every knee will bow and every tongue 
will confess,” a sentiment quoted by Paul in Romans 14 
and explained further in Philippians 2 when he said “every 
knee should bow, of those who are in heaven and on the 
earth and under the earth.”

David danced in worship. The Levites sang in the 
temple. The people stood for hours to hear the words of 
God read. The child Samuel slept in the Holy Place of 
God. Abraham built many altars as he traveled, even 
willing to sacrifice his own son if God required it of him. 
Moses removed his sandals. Joshua fell flat upon his face. 
Jacob wrestled with God deep into the night. Daniel 
bowed before God in private through prayer and 
thanksgiving three times a day. The King of Nineveh rose 
from his throne to kneel in the streets wearing sackcloth 
and ashes alongside all of his subjects. Nehemiah wept 
and mourned and fasted and prayed for three days. The 
entire nation of Israel sang a new song after being saved 
from Pharaoh, as the women danced and played 
tambourines. And the first recorded instance of worship 
happened when Noah built an altar to God, thanking him 
for their salvation.

There is none like our God. No deed of humanity could 
ever be sufficient for God’s greatness. God is so amazing, 
so powerful, so wonderful, so merciful, so loving, that the 
least we could ever give him is everything. He deserves 
our everything and more. He deserves our hearts, our 

minds, our speech, our finances, and our time. If we even 
withhold one stray thought from God, then we have not 
given him what he deserves.

Learning to truly worship God is a lifetime goal. We 
will never achieve the ultimate goal of giving God 
everything, but every week we can purpose to give him a 
little more. God deserves our worship. If we do nothing 
else as a church, God will still deserve our worship. It is 
the most basic response a believer can have to their 
Savior. Everything else is simply an outpouring or an 
expression of that worship.

Worship in spirit – with every fiber of the redeemed 
soul within you that houses the Holy Spirit of God. Put no 
confidence in the flesh, feelings or emotions, but rely 
solely on the Spirit to lead you into worship. Worship in 
truth – not with pretense, ulterior motives, or insincere 
attitudes, but in the truth of the reality of who God is and 
what he has done for you. Because scripture says every 
knee will bow. If God has to force his own children to 
give him the worship he deserves, what does that say 
about us?

I know summer is going to get busy. Many of us will 
travel and it might become increasingly easy to sleep in 
and neglect church. It takes intentionality to keep worship 
a priority. Neglecting worship is a slow fall that we don’t 
even realize is hurting us spiritually. Don’t let that happen 
to you over the summer. Keep worship a priority. Not for 
the sake of the church or for the sake of anyone…but for 
the sake of Christ who died for you and for your own 
spiritual health.

Take a moment and read Psalm 150, and make it a 
priority this summer to join God’s people each week as 
we worship together.
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(continued from page 1)

 I have pastored Malvern Hill for fifteen years. And, in 
those years, on multiple occasions, Malvern Hill has 
pastored me and my family. I have served here for fifteen 
years because you all have welcomed us for fifteen years
—not as an employee and his family, but as church 
family.

Fifteen years is a milestone in ministry. Fifteen years is 
not a beginning. Fifteen years is a six-foot-tall teenage 
son and lots of gray hair. This is not the beginning, but it 
is not the end. In all my years of ministry, I have never 
had more joy than I have right now. God is doing 
wonderful things in our church and in our community, 
and you all are part of that work. Thank you for fifteen 
great years. I am eager to see all that God will do in the 
next fifteen.

 

As I was thinking about what to share this month, my 
granddad Rush came to mind and how he had such a great 
influence on me spiritually. He loved the Lord and he 
loved to share about his Lord. I want to briefly share a 
little about what God’s word has to say about 
grandparents. Most of us are still involved in that 
responsibility as grandparents and even some as great 
grandparents. Proverbs 17:6 says grandchildren are a 
crown of the aged and Proverbs 13:2 claims “A good man 
leaves an inheritance to his children’s children.” While 
this verse may be talking about material wealth, we know 
the greatest heritage we should give would be one of faith. 
We find throughout God’s word grandparents are given a 
challenge to continue to lead our families. Yes we might 
retire from our secular jobs, but we never retire from 
God’s call on our lives and the spiritual responsibilities 
He gives. I’ll close with this verse out of the New 

 

Testament where Paul credits Lois, Timothy’s 
grandmother, with being an important part of Timothy’s 
faith. 

2 Timothy 1:5 
I am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first 

in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and 
now, I am sure, dwells in you as well. 
 

Upcoming Dates To Remember

May 3 – Senior Breakfast
May 19 – Senior Picnic at the Ham’s picnic shelter
May 29 – Senior Adult Recognition Sunday
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams
So I chose to ask the children. I asked them two questions. 
“Is Vacation Bible School important?” and “Do you like it 
and why?” 

The vast majority said that Vacation Bible School is 
important because it allows us to teach people about God. 
Some said they were able to invite their friends so their 
friends could hear about Jesus. All mentioned that VBS is 
a fun way to learn about God. One said that it makes it 
easy to remember what they learn. Some seemed to feel 
that it is an ideal way to learn about God with fun.

We are living in a different world than just 20 years 
ago. Many families are not involved even marginally in 
churches. Many children have little to no understanding of 
the Bible. Parents will, however, allow their children to 
attend a VBS. If done right, Vacation Bible School gives 
them a basic understanding, and when all is said and 
done, everyone needs Jesus.

Upcoming Dates To Remember

May 8 – Children will recognize the women of the church
May 22 – VBS Meeting
June 6-10 – Vacation Bible School
July 25-29 – Camp Longridge

 

 

Vacation Bible School is coming to Malvern Hill soon. 
Between now and the first day, many hours will go into 
working to make it happen. A lot of the church’s 
resources, both money and people, are needed. Around 
this time of year, I often hear the question asked, “Is VBS 
still relevant?” The question, which is a valid one, can be 
answered, I believe, by looking at the facts and talking to 
people.

Vacation Bible School began in the 1890’s in New York 
City. A New York City doctor’s wife had noticed how 
many children were on the streets in the summertime with 
little to do. She looked around and noticed that a local 
large beer hall in the East Side was not being used during 
the day, so she rented it and began what she called 
“Everyday Bible School.” Her idea soon expanded which 
led the New York City Baptist Mission Society to 
establish several of these Bible schools around the city.

Knowing the history is interesting, but it still does not 
answer the relevancy question. Does VBS still work 
today? LifeWay tells us that, “Professions of faith made 
during Vacation Bible School consistently equal about 25 
percent of the number of baptisms in the Southern Baptist 
Convention. Nearly 3 million children, youth, and adults 
register for VBS at more than 25,000 Southern Baptist 
churches each year and report nearly 90,000 professions 
of faith in Christ.”

The numbers are impressive but do not completely 
answer the question for each individual church. When we 
look at the time and money being invested, the question 
still remains for Malvern Hill. I know that consistently of 
those coming forward to be counseled for salvation, 
around 30-35 of those are who I would consider to be true 
seekers. Of those about ½ make salvation decisions. The 
numbers each year tend to stay about the same.

The next question I asked is, who do I go to when 
questioning the relevancy? I know that VBS staff are not 
the best group of people to ask because most of us 
involved in something will feel that our work is important. 



 5

GeneraFon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside
Growing up I helped build some fences. Straight fences 

were/are a big deal. My dad taught me when building a 
fence, you don’t start with the first post and hope you get 
to end in a straight line. You begin with the last post, pull 
a string back to the first, and follow that straight line all 
the way through. The same principle applies to how we 
disciple our students at Malvern Hill. Over the last six 
months we’ve planted the last post and pulled the string in 
our student ministry. We call it Malvern Mike and 
Martha, A Profile of a Gen180 Student. 

Instead of hoping we get discipleship right, we’ve 
worked to envision who we want our students to be when 
they leave our ministry and put some plans in place to get 
us there. Though a working progress, here’s a summary of 
the profile.  

1. Biblically literacy. We teach our students the 7 
Arrow method of Bible study and we revisit it often. We 
work through whole books of the Bible on Wednesday 
nights and follow the same Sermon driven discipleship 
program in our LifeGroups as our adults on Sunday 
morning (1 Tim. 4:12, 2 Tim. 2:15). 

2. Pursue holiness. Holiness is caught and taught. We 
teach God’s expectation of holiness and create chances for 
our students to be around other teenagers and adults who 
exemplify that pursuit. The pursuit of holiness happens 
through consistent growth in their relationship with Jesus 
and as students are around others who have the same goal 
(Prov. 27:17). 

3. Competent in spiritual disciplines. As mentioned, 
Bible study is reinforced with the 7 Arrows method. We 
teach Donald Whitney’s book Spiritual Disciplines for the 
Christian Life. We constantly stress the importance of 
Bible verse memorization and meditation. We pray in our 
small groups. We talk often about the honesty of the 
prayers in Psalms and how to model them. On our Ski 
Trips, we study the Sermon on the Mount and work 
through Jesus’s model prayer (Matt. 6:7-13). 
	

4. Possess a Christian worldview. We accomplish this 
primarily through our Wednesday night sermons, where 
we address current events and opposing worldviews. 
We’re also intentional about choosing Equipping Studies 
to reinforce the Christian worldview. Recently, Pastor 
Craig has begun teaching at Chick-fil-a on Wednesday 
mornings on truths stressing the value of having a 
Christian worldview (Rom. 12:1-2). 

5. Actively engage in our community. Our students 
lead Bible studies and, in case you are unaware, they lead 
a lot of them. There are Bible studies every week at in at 
CMS, CHS, NCMS, and NCHS. We purposely plan 
events that allow our students to invite their friends. This 
limits our event capabilities as we regularly entertain over 
50 teenagers, but we believe the opportunity to invite is 
more important. Additionally, we speak at least weekly 
about apologetics and our role in leading others to know 
Jesus through gospel proclamation and defense (Matt. 
28:18-20; 1 Pet. 3:15). 

6. Committed to the broader sphere of the church. 
This goal is multidimensional. The broader sphere 
consists of different ages and opportunities. Students are 
encouraged to participate and serve at Senior adult supper, 
VBS, Fall Fest, BBQ, and in the Children’s ministry. This 
allows students to serve with spiritually mature adults to 
develop relationships outside their normal spheres of 
influence. Lastly, if you’ve been around on Wednesday 
night you’ve witnessed the chaos that happens in the gym. 
We have come to appreciate this as it allows our students 
and children to be in the same place at the same time. 
They play together, they get to know one another, and 
they begin relationships that are likely to grow as our 
children move to youth and so forth (Prov. 22:6; Heb. 
10:24).  

 
 
 

 
 



    

6



MAY 2022

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31 1 2 3 4

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Happy Birthday

Happy 
Anniversary

Naomi	
Luncheon

M

   7

5-1
5-4

5-6
5-9

5-10

5-11

5-13

5-14

5-15

5-17

5-19
5-20

5-21
5-24
5-26
5-27

5-30

Erica Hendrix
Cohen Hall
Shawn Tarte
David Simmons
Tara Truesdale
Jessica Williamson
Larry Wilson
Zoey Flowers
Sloan Thompson
George Dixon
Sandra Hunter
Sarah Newsome
John T Arledge
Wyatt Thompson
Rhonda Adams
Wanda Milliski
Luke Allen
Virginia Morris
Callie Sparks
Tom Austin
Leroy Boykin
MacKenzie Sparks
Leigh Gunter
James Hall
Diana Taylor
Alexa Baker
Courtney Young
Dianne Dixon
Kelle Estrada
Jimmy Lantz
Braxten Truesdale
Charles Bristow

5-13
5-19
5-24

5-29

Jim and Mary Mathis
Farrell and Merci Hair
Johnny and Meredith Morris
Ben and Becca Nauceder
Keven and DeAnna Newsome

Budget and 
Finance,
Deacon

Meetings

Mission 
Prayer 
Group

Youth 
Sunday

Graduate 
Recognition

Senior 
Picnic

Youth 
Lock-In

Youth 
Worship 

Night 

Senior 
Breakfast

Pastor 
Anniversary 
Luncheon

VBS 
Meeting

Next Steps

Senior 
Recognition 

Sunday

Lord’s 
Supper

Nominating 
Committee

Meeting

Community 
Burial

Service 

Men’s 
Breakfast



Malvern	Hill	BapFst	Church
1514	Malvern	Hill	Drive

Camden,	SC	29020
(803)	432-7035

www.malvernhill.org

RETURN	SERVICE	REQUESTED


