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From	the	Pastor’s	Desk By	Craig	Thompson
 
April of 2021 has been one of the most exciting months 

of ministry in my entire life. Since Easter, every Sunday 
has been incredible. Our sanctuary is filled with visitors. 
Our children and student ministries are exploding. And 
LifeGroups continue to grow. 

Our invitation to you all and to the community has been 
“Re-Discover Community.” It has been an absolute 
privilege to see the joy on your faces as you experience 
and enjoy community with your church family. There have 
been smiles, tears, laughs, high-fives, and handshakes. One 
guest recently told me, “When we walked in the door, we 
could feel the sense of family and community here. It is 
wonderful.”

April has been amazing, I am looking forward to May. I 
am eager to see all that God will do through our church as 
we seek him and minister to our community.

I am also excited about May because this month, we will 
unveil a new vision for our church to meet the needs of our 
congregation, reach our community, strengthen other 
churches, and reach the world. On May 23rd, I will lay out 
a vision to help us as we move into the future. Following 
that presentation on May 23rd, you will receive follow-up 
from your deacons, and we will host a listening session for 
input from you all as to how we can best fulfill the Great 
Commission from right here at Malvern Hill Baptist 
Church.

Our mission never changes. God has called us to love 
him, love others, and change the world. But, our church, 
our community, and our world are constantly changing. 
We must regularly renew and adapt our vision and 
methods to fulfill the mission to which God has called 
us. 

Please make a special effort to be with us on May 23rd 
to dream about the future with us. I also hope that you 
will commit these plans to prayer. As a church, it should 
always be our desire to be right in the middle of the 
places that God would have us. Pray that he would open 
doors that need to be opened and close doors that need to 
be closed.

I am grateful to be your pastor and I look forward to 
what God will do through us in the future.
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Worship	and	Discipleship By	Keven	Newsome
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 If you’ve been following my Newsletter series this 
year, you know we’ve discussed how reason and emotion 
are a part of our human nature and thus prone to error; that 
prayer and scripture are necessary to bring our reason and 
emotion back into alignment with God; and how 
confirmation bias is the number one tactic our reason and 
emotion utilize to lead us astray. If I stopped right here, 
you would already have a solid foundation for good 
discernment. But discernment without wisdom is 
powerless. This month I want to speak a little on wisdom 
and a little on how to recognize good discernment at work 
from someone else.

Though discernment and wisdom may seem 
interchangeable, there is a difference that may not be 
immediately recognizable to some people. Discernment 
deals more with the perception of things around us, 
whereas wisdom deals more with making decisions. It 
should be evident then that you can’t truly have wisdom 
unless you have good discernment. However, you can 
have discernment without wisdom. You can see the nature 
of things and circumstances around you without 
necessarily knowing what to do about it. Discernment 
without wisdom feels impotent. Wisdom is discernment in 
action. As you journey to try to develop better 
discernment in your life, don’t be satisfied with just seeing 
the problems, seek the wisdom to know what to do once 
you see them.

During the Winter Olympics, I like to pay close 
attention to the techniques of figure skaters. I know 
nothing about skating, but the more I watch the more I 
begin to recognize good technique and those moments 
when they mess up. Likewise, my daughter, a blossoming 
ballerina, spends hours watching videos of other 
ballerinas. She’s not only practicing in her lessons, but 
she’s studying how good ballet looks.

It’s important to know how good discernment looks. It’s 
important to be able to spot those people who practice 
discernment so that we have examples of how to do it 
right. It’s also important to spot those people who have 
poor discernment so that we know what not to do and how 
not to act. The best way to spot good discernment (or poor 
discernment), is to look for those people who exhibit the 
qualities of (or lack of) discernment in action…that is 
wisdom.

James 3:17 gives us the characteristics of wisdom:
“But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peace-

loving, gentle, compliant, full of mercy and good fruits, 
unwavering, without pretense.”

Someone with good wisdom and discernment will have 
these traits. In addition, those who show the opposite of 
these traits, that is impurity, antagonistic, abrasive, 
overbearing, stubborn, unmerciful, producing bad fruit, 
indecisive, and does everything out of bitter envy and 
selfish ambition (James 3:14), have poor wisdom and 
discernment.

Now, this Newsletter series is not necessarily about how 
to have good wisdom, but a test for developing 
discernment in you is to learn how to recognize those 
people around you who practice good discernment. Since 
discernment is not always something seen on the outside, 
being more related to perception than action, recognizing 
discernment in action (wisdom) is an important step. 
Being able to recognize good discernment, means you’ve 
begun to truly understand what discernment is. It also 
means you’re beginning to develop consistent habits of 
discernment, ways of thinking and behaving that have 
become a part of your instinct and not something you 
have to constantly remind yourself to do.

Learn to recognize wisdom when you see it and hear it. 
By doing so, you’ll be able to identify those people with 
good discernment and those people with poor 
discernment. The more you see it in action, the more it 
becomes ingrained within you.



Prime	Timers’	Ministry	 By	Buster	Morris
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It has been great to get back to some normalcy lately. 
Last week we had our first Senior Adult Ministry meeting 
since the pandemic last week and it was great to be able to 
plan together some activities for our seniors. We were able 
to plan some exciting things for our senior group. Our big 
fellowship trip this Fall (Oct. 11-14) will be the Celebrator 
Conference in Pigeon Forge, TN. As I write this, we are 
putting up a signup sheet with details. The Former Vice 
President Mike Pence, Dr. David Jeremiah, The Gaither 
Vocal Band, and many others will be there that week.  
Please consider going with us. We will need you to sign 
up so we can get out reservations in. Look at the sheets in 
the hall to see the cost and payment details. 

Our April supper went great! I was so thankful to see 
our folks come out and enjoy the fellowship and the 
almost funny jokes. God is blessing and moving 
powerfully in our church. Please keep our leadership in 
your prayers as we seek God’s direction for His church. I 
am also trying to get ahold of our nursing homes to see 
when they will allow us to go back in for ministry. Please  
make this a priority in your prayers. 

 Upcoming Events

May 4- 8:00 AM – Prayer Breakfast for VBS 
May 20-11:00 AM – Picninc Fellowship at Ham Shelter
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams

Upcoming Events

May 2 – VBS Meeting After Morning Worship
May 23 – VBS Meeting Time TBD
June 21-25 – Vacation Bible School
June 28 – All Campers Going to Camp Longridge Must 
Be Registered Online
July 26-30 – Camp Longridge

It might surprise some to hear that I have a love-hate 
relationship with Vacation Bible School. Every year at the 
same time, I get a feeling of dread knowing what is ahead. 
Instead of spending hours working on all the “parts” that 
are VBS, I dream of lying on the couch while watching a 
good movie and eating chocolate covered caramels – the 
kind with the soft caramel on the inside, but not too soft. I 
don’t know why this is because I don’t do that anyway. 
Every year at this time, I have to remind myself the value 
of VBS. 

Lifeway, our Southern Baptist publishing company, tells 
us that in 2017, 21,376 Southern Baptist Churches 
reported a VBS. 2,494,059 people were enrolled with 
65,301 of those people making a salvation decision. 835 
decisions were made for vocational ministry. 160,926 
prospects were discovered, and $7,012,010 was given to 
missions. We are also told that the professions of faith 
during VBS are consistently equal to about 25% of the 
baptisms in the Southern Baptist Convention each year. 
We are told that adults who attended a VBS at some point 
in their lives have overwhelmingly positive memories of 
the experience, and 69% of American parents will 
encourage their child to participate in a VBS event at a 
church they don’t attend if invited by one of their friends.

It has been said that we are currently living in a crisis of 
loneliness. Technology has been blamed on much of this 
feeling of being disconnected from the rest of the world. 
This seems strange in a time that we can connect with 
nearly everyone in the world, but experts say that it is 
having the opposite effect. We are told that children feel 
the results of this more than adults. Vacation Bible School 
gives children a time that they can just be children. During 
this time, they are surrounded by adults who are just 
focused on them. Time often means care and love to a 
child.

So all of this and the experiences I have had and the 
things I have seen in the 36 or so years I have worked in 
Vacation Bible School tell me that yes, it is worth it. Each 
year, the third Sunday in May is designated as the 
National Day of Prayer for VBS. This year that is on May 
16. While everyone cannot work in VBS, everyone can 
pray for VBS. Please join me in praying that God will use 
Malvern Hill to reach out to the community during VBS 
in an extraordinary way, and we will see the results of this 
work. 
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GeneraFon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside

Part II: Are you fishing with the right bait?

Paul tells his readers in 1Thessalonians 1:5 that they 
received the gospel in message and experience. They 
heard and saw it lived out. There’s an old story about a 
missionary who went to Africa to share Jesus in the most 
remote villages. At some point, his family back home 
needed to get in touch with him, so they sent a friend to 
find him. The friend traveled from village to village 
without success. He would ask if anyone met a man 
talking about Jesus? Over and over, they said no. One day 
he walked into a village with that same question, and the 
response was, “What is this Jesus? What is he like?” The 
friend explained who and how Jesus was. After his 
presentation, the villager said, “I’ve never heard about 
Jesus, but I’ve seen him!” Your friend is here, living with 
us…

It was the experience of the gospel lived out that the 
villager recognized. Last month we considered the 
difference between modern and postmodern minds. The 
modern mind is convinced of truth by logic and reason. 
The postmodern mind is different, more relative in its 
appreciation of what someone says is true. Why? One 
reason is information overload. At any given moment, 
anyone can find news outlets, social media platforms, and 
all manner of other information dispensaries streaming 
opinions on the same event. Those opinions are often 
entirely contrary to one another. This flood of information 
and lack of consensus requires a postmodern mind to seek 
different data–information acquired through experience. 
What does that mean for you, the modern-minded parent, 
and your postmodern-minded teenager?

As you seek to reach the next generation, you must 
formulate authentic experiences with Jesus. Arguments for 
the validity of the Christian faith will only get you so far. 
Thus, the gospel must include an experience. You are the 
vehicle that carries the message of Jesus, but you’re also 
his hands and feet. You must take the message of Christ 
along with an authentic life. 

Why does it work? Because teenagers will believe what 
you propose when they experience it. The implications of 
this statement are essential. When you live a life that 
demonstrates Jesus and his importance to you, your teen 
will see, appreciate, and even respect it. If Jesus isn’t 
what’s important to you, then you’ll have a difficult time 
convincing the next generation. Believe this youth pastor 
when he tells you that those under the age of 20 are the 
best hypocrite detectors I’ve ever seen. If it’s not real to 
you, they will know. Where do you begin? Pray.

If the Holy Spirit isn’t leading and empowering your 
presentation, then it will be for nothing. Pray the heart of 
the one you are trying to reach will know and be opened 
to the truth of the gospel (1Cor. 1:18). Pray that relational 
bridges will be built (Rom. 10:14-15). Pray God will be 
honored in your effort (Eph. 2:19-22). Now invite them to 
experience what is important to you. Ask them to give it 
an honest chance. As a parent, you are likely the first 
impression of Jesus your teenager gets every day. Live out 
the gospel, be the hands and feet of Jesus, enabling your 
teenager to get to know Jesus by getting to know you. 
Thus, reaching your teen with more than a proposition, 
you reach them with your life.
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