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From	the	Pastor’s	Desk By	Craig	Thompson
We have spent a year spinning our wheels. The spread of 

COVID-19 and the resulting lockdowns and social 
distancing measures have had a significant impact on our 
entire society and even upon our own church. The kinds of 
ministry that we would label “normal” have been absent. 
LifeGroup meetings have had starts and stops. Our ability 
to minister in our community has been diminished.

We paused. We sputtered. We learned to worship 
differently. We improved our online presence. We have 
learned to fellowship outdoors and to love one another 
through car windows.

We’ve spent the last year trying to hold on. And yet, 
even in that year we have welcomed new members, 
celebrated baptisms, greeted regular guests, shared the 
gospel, grown our budget, and watched God work in 
amazing ways. We’ve been trying to hold on, but God’s 
grip has never slipped in the last year.

Perhaps it is the realization of God’s firm grip that has 
driven me into a new direction. It has been a different kind 
of year, but I’ve spent the last three months anxious and 
excited. Even as I mourn all that COVID has taken from 
us, I spend most of my time now looking ahead. It is my 
firm belief that there are incredible opportunities for our 
church in the months and years ahead.

We spent a year on hold. Hopefully, we spent a year 
catching our breath. 

This year has created ministry drift and separation. But, 
the time has arrived for us to shift our focus from the past 
and the present, to the opportunities and responsibilities of 

the future. Our church is positioned to make an impact in 
our community.

In May of this year, I will celebrate my fourteenth year 
as your pastor. In my fourteen years, I do not believe I 
have ever looked as forward to any service as I am 
toward Resurrection Sunday this year. When we gather 
on Easter Sunday, we will celebrate our risen Lord. We 
will praise him and share the hope of his gospel. 

But, when we meet on Easter Sunday, we will also 
celebrate our re-emergence as a church. Easter is not an 
endpoint for us. Easter 2021 is the starting line. The 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection this year will be the 
driving force behind our community engagement. 

We may have stumbled this year, but God has not 
moved and our mission has not changed. At Malvern Hill 
Baptist Church, we love God, love others, and change 
the world. It is time we got busy fulfilling our mission.
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Worship	and	Discipleship By	Keven	Newsome
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Last month I began writing a newsletter series on 
discernment. I talked about reason and emotion as it 
relates to our created being and how, being parts of our 
fallen nature, they are unreliable. I said, “You can’t reason 
with emotion,” which stands true for both ways you could 
read that statement. But I also talked about a third element 
– the divine – which I want to expand upon now.

What is the point of discernment? It is to interpret 
spiritual influences upon a situation and to make Godly 
informed decisions regarding that interpretation. As we’ve 
already covered, reason and emotion can lead us down the 
wrong path. However, the divine will guide us to the right 
path.

Before we get too involved in the nuts and bolts of 
deconstructing discernment, I want to talk about what it 
looks like to engage with the divine. When I speak of the 
divine, I am speaking of the regenerated soul within us in 
which the Holy Spirit dwells. We communicate with the 
Holy Spirit on a spiritual level, which then instructs us on 
how to use our emotions and reason in a spiritually 
reliable way. 

We are created fundamentally with three parts: the 
physical, the mental, and the divine. Emotion is concerned 
with that which makes us feel good (physical) and reason 
is concerned with that which we can or cannot understand 
(mental). But that only engages two parts of our nature. 
We are also spiritual beings, created in the divine image of 
our God. Like the rest of our created being, this spiritual 
nature is corrupted by sin. Unlike the rest of our created 
being, the spiritual is the only part of us that can be 
uncorrupted while we live.

This is the work of the cross. Our souls are regenerated 
into their sinless forms through the blood of Jesus. Our 
bodies and minds won’t reach their perfection until we 
receive new bodies and minds that are sinless. Until then, 
consider this: As a Christian, you have a sinless soul 
living in a sinful body controlled by a sinful mind. This is 
exactly what Paul is talking about in Romans chapter 7.

 
“So I find it to be a law that when I want to do right, 
evil lies close at hand. For I delight in the law of God, 
in my inner being, but I see in my members another law 
waging war against the law of my mind and making me 
captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 
Wretched man that I am! Who will deliver me from this 
body of death?”
Now having a sinless soul, the Holy Spirit can 

communicate and interact with that soul continually 
regardless of how we feel or what we think of our 
situation. Discernment requires us to recognize that 
communication and interaction, without contaminating it 
with fallible thoughts or emotions.

Our primary ways to do this are through prayer and the 
reading of scripture. Our secondary way is through 
instruction and discipleship. It is secondary because it is 
the result of someone else’s primary work. Primary work 
done well is superior to secondary work, though we need 
secondary work to help us learn how to do primary work 
well.

If you’re not praying, then you’re not communicating 
directly with God. If you’re not reading scripture, then 
you’re not reading your instruction book. Prayer will 
validate scripture and vice versa. The two together may 
contradict your emotion, but your emotion is unreliable 
anyway. They may contradict logic, but the spiritual 
defies logic anyway. 

Contradiction is an indication that a misunderstanding 
has happened in the process. If any of these things create 
a contradiction, your emotion and reason are the primary 
suspects. Go back to prayer and scripture until your 
emotion and reason come into alignment with the divine.

You should never begin with emotion or logic and work 
down to the divine. Rather, you begin with the divine and 
work up to emotion and logic.

You can’t decorate a cake with frosting and sprinkles 
before you actually bake the cake.
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As many of you know, spring is one of my favorite 
times of the year. I can see the daffodils peaking through 
the ground wanting to shout “spring is near!” I have a 
reputation of wanting to start my garden too early and 
having to plant it over because I got anxious and the 
ground was too cold. Pray that I will be patient this year.

But what brings me even greater excitement about 
spring is that it ushers in the Easter Season. This Easter is 
even more exciting than usual. This will be when we as 
Malvern Hill will begin to move forward with all our 
activities. We also plan to make sure this year’s 
celebration of Christ’s Resurrection will be available to 
not only our congregation but to our community by 
creating more accessibility to those who will desire to be 
here with us. What a wonderful opportunity to invite folks 
to be apart of our Easter services.  Please be in prayer as 
we continue to plan and prepare to make this a special 
time of celebration here at Malvern Hill. 

Mission	Emphasis:		Annie	Armstrong anniearmstrong.com

ANNIE ARMSTRONG (1850-1938)   
Annie Armstrong was born in Baltimore at a time when 

women were not expected to lead. She served, challenged 
churches to action, and rallied support for missionaries. 
Ultimately, Annie was recognized as a national Southern 
Baptist trailblazer renowned for visionary missions 
leadership.
Contributions:

• Started Bay View Mission for Baltimore’s poor 
and addicted

• Served as the first executive of Woman’s 
Missionary Union

• Raised support for missionaries to Italian and 
Jewish immigrants

• Initiated fund-raising “brick cards” to build 
churches in Cuba

• Gained support for the first black, female 
missionaries

• Secured funds to relieve China missionary, Lottie 
Moon, who had served for 11 years without a 
furlough

• Advocated for Native Americans and 
impoverished mountain people

• Traveled across America in the late 1800s 
encouraging missionaries and inspiring churches 
to pray, give and act

• Honored in 1934 when The Home Missions 
Offering was re-named for her to encourage more 
to follow her sacrificial example

Today, over $1 billion has been given through the Annie 
Armstrong Easter Offering®. All gifts—100%—support 
thousands of missionaries in church planting and 
compassion ministries across the U.S. and Canada.
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams
Vacation Bible School

Vacation Bible School is scheduled for June 21-25 this 
year. It’s a few weeks later than normal due to the 
Kershaw County school schedule. If you plan on helping 
this year and have not talked to April Garbade or me, 
please contact us through the church office if you don’t 
see us on Sundays or Wednesdays. 

Easter Events
I have two events scheduled for children this year. The 

first one will be held on Wednesday, March 24 during 
Bible Club. This one will be for all the children who are 
currently attending Bible Club and any other elementary 
age child. We will set up stations for the children to go 
around to with hands on opportunities concerning Holy 
Week. The second one will be a more traditional Easter 
egg hunt for all the children with Easter crafts to do 
during the time their age group is not hunting eggs. It will 
be Wednesday, March 31 also during the time we have 
Bible Club. 

Upcoming Events
March 24 - 6:00-7:00 PM Holy Week Stations
March 31 - 6:00-7:00 PM Easter Egg Hunt and Crafts
June 21-25 - Vacation Bible School
July 26-30 - Camp Longridge

Over the years I have talked with various adults who got 
their ideas about what church is from their time as 
children. A lot of it was not good, and those memories 
oftentimes affect their belief of who God is. At the very 
least, it is something they have to overcome as adults. 
Their memories of sitting in worship, being pinched by 
whatever adult had brought the child because the child 
couldn’t sit still, memories of being bored every Sunday 
that came, to memories of the children’s area being the 
drabbest area of the church building, have helped form my 
beliefs of what a children’s ministry should look like. It is 
my desire that each child who passes through our doors 
has the desire to be there and looks forward to their time 
with us. Thank you to those of you who help foster that 
desire. As a child told me recently, “You rock!” Well, 
children’s ministry workers, “You rock, too!”

Children’s Worship
After a year’s time, children’s worship for both 

preschool and elementary age children will resume 
Sunday, March 14. It will look a little different, however. 
(I know you’re tired of hearing that.) The preschool 
children will meet in the children’s wing after being 
dismissed during corporate worship. Because the children 
usually have a snack at the beginning of children’s 
worship because they are “starving”, they will use several 
classrooms, depending on how many preschoolers are 
present that Sunday, so that they can be socially distanced. 
They will need to wear masks when they are not eating. 
Because the gym will still be used as one of the two inside 
places for worship when it is not possible to hold outside 
worship, the elementary age children will meet in the 
children’s building after being dismissed from corporate 
worship. The children will be divided into 2 rooms or 3 
rooms if necessary so there can be some distance between 
them during their snack time. They will also need to wear 
masks when they are not eating. 

Bible Club
We will continue to use the gym for now during 

Wednesday evening Bible Club. We are going through the 
Bible book by book with the intention of completing the 
entire Bible by the end of the year. We are focusing on the 
theme of each book along with background information 
and how each book ties in with the rest of the Bible 
looking backward. 
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GeneraHon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside
I am blessed to speak to young people from all around 

our community and state. When I go I always leave time 
for questions, and I am often asked the same mixture of 
questions. I get questions about salvation and if you could 
lose it; and questions about the problem of evil and why 
good people die. I almost always get some questions about 
how we know the Bible is true. Believe it or not, I 
regularly get asked why different denominations believe 
and practice differently while using the same Bible as 
their guide. 

But this past week, I was asked those questions and 
more when I had the privilege to speak to the Erskine 
College football team. Before going, I received a list of 
questions, but before discussing that list, I would like to 
remind you of the general type of person who asked these 
questions. The players on any college football team 
usually are the biggest, strongest, and often most arrogant 
guys on campus. So when I began reading through the list 
of questions they sent, I was blown away to discover 
seven of the twenty (35%) were about prayer. Why is this 
astounding? Because prayer is a humbling experience. So 
to have these young men ask about prayer is exciting, as I 
believe it speaks to all young people's feelings and 
questions. 

Let's go through their questions and my answers. 
What does it mean to pray? Prayer is communion with 

God. Prayer is worship. Prayer is admitting your need and 
recognizing God’s provision. Prayer saves, empowers, and 
leads. Prayer does not inform God but involves God. 
Prayer is your greatest weapon. 

Is there a specific way to pray that your prayers will be 
answered? Yes, there is a way to pray. Jesus said, "When 
you pray…" Not only did Jesus give us the expectation, 
but also the model in Matthew 6. Jesus also said, "If you 
ask in my name…you will receive…" (John 16:23). That 
means if you ask according to God’s will, for his glory 
and your good, yes, your prayer will be answered. 

What are the answers to prayer? Likely you've heard 
that God answers prayer with yes, no, and not right now. I 
want to add, "You're not ready" to that list. If God had 
granted some prayers I've prayed, I wouldn't have had 
time for them, couldn't have handled them, and some I 
couldn't have afforded. 

Does prayer really work? Yes! James teaches that the 
prayers of the righteous are powerful in their working 
(James 5:16). Jesus said, "If you have the faith of a 
mustard seed, you can tell mountains to move (Matthew 
17:21). Prayer and faith go hand in hand. Prayer builds 
faith, and faith leads you to pray. 

How do you address anxiety with prayer? Paul teaches 
in Philippians 4 that God promises to trade us our worries 
for his peace (Philippians 4: 6-7). James teaches that if 
you believe God will give you wisdom, that which may 
cure your anxiety, he will give it (James 1:5). 

How can you build a better connection with God? You 
pray and read God's word (Matthew 4:4). Then pray more. 
Ask to be led by the Holy Spirit (Romans 8). It also 
doesn't hurt to begin your prayer by asking God to help 
you make it a good prayer (Psalm 119:109). 

Why does it feel like my prayers are not heard? Because 
you don’t understand what’s really happening. The devil, 
along with your sinful flesh, will do anything to keep you 
from communion with God. But if you are faithful and 
you humble yourself, he hears you (2Chronicles 7:14). He 
has a plan for you that is the best for you and God will 
answer because he loves you (Jeremiah 29:11; Matthew 
7:8; John 3:16). 

Why should we consider the questions of these young 
men? Because it’s likely your teenagers are asking the 
same questions in their hearts about prayer. Make it a 
point this week to discuss these questions and others they 
might have. Talking about prayer with your teen is not 
time wasted, it’s time well spent.  
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