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From	the	Pastor’s	Desk By	Craig	Thompson
We are failing our boys, and the consequences are 

deadly. There was another mass shooting at a school this 
week. These have become all too familiar. We know what 
to expect. A young man found or bought a gun and used it 
to commit a terrible atrocity.

Boys and young men are killing at a terrible rate. Two 
mass killings in our country in just a few weeks grab the 
national headlines, but that isn’t all. The news in South 
Carolina has been dominated in recent weeks with stories 
of teenagers killing and being killed.

Who is to blame? We all are. We are failing our boys.
How do we know we are failing our boys? Because our 

boys are failing or falling behind in nearly every category 
imaginable.

Nationally, 70% of high school valedictorians are 
female.

At the turn of the 21st century, boys received 70% of 
“D”s and “F”s and only 40% of “A”s.

As of 2016, the dropout rate for boys is 40% higher than 
for girls.

2/3 of the population labeled as “learning-disabled” is 
boys.

For every 100 girls who repeat kindergarten, 194 boys 
repeat.

Boys are 50% more likely to be held back a grade than 
eighth-grade girls.

The average 8th grade girl writes at the level of the 
average 11th grade boy. 
Boys make up 70% of medicated preschoolers and 

kindergartners.
Boys make up 80% of the suspects in juvenile courts.
Boys are punished more harshly than girls.
In the past two decades, ADHD diagnosis rates have 

doubled. Boys make up a majority of these cases–often 
because they can’t sit still for extended periods in class.

Every time we endure another outbreak of violence, we 
lament. We yell. We wring our hands, we blame others, 
and we look for a quick solution.

But we don’t look in the mirror. We don’t look into our 
communities and ask the question of why our boys are 
the way they are. 

We must begin to ask hard questions. Hard questions 
that may cause uncomfortable answers.

If we ask how we are failing our boys, we may 
discover that we are failing our boys because our boys 
are not being raised in intact homes with men of 
character loving them well. 
(Con%nued	on	page	3…)
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The first half of this year was full of unexpected things 
for my family. I started off the year with pneumonia. No 
sooner did I begin to fully recover, we discovered Sarah 
has scoliosis. By March, we had had several doctors visits 
and had gotten her into Shriner’s Hospital in Greenville. 
When taking her to her first Shriner’s appointment, the 
transmission in our van blew thirty minutes before we 
were supposed to be there. Thanks to some generosity of 
strangers, friends, and the love of our LifeGroup, we made 
the appointment and got the van back home on a trailer.

As of today, we have a treatment plan for Sarah that 
we’re happy with, the transmission is repaired, and we’re 
trying to get the routine of life back in order. But it was a 
long, stressful, few months.

We’re never quite ready when unexpected things 
happen like this. In many ways it turns us inside out and 
upside down, it brings emotional stress, sometimes 
financial stress, and we have to rearrange schedules, 
plans, sometimes put life on hold, all just to take care of 
something unexpected.

Unexpected things are not always bad. Sometimes we 
receive an unexpected message that brings us 
encouragement, or a friendly visit, or even sometimes a 
random $20 stashed that you didn’t realize was there.

James 4:13-15 says, “Come now, you who say, ‘Today 
or tomorrow we will go to such and such a city, and spend  

a year there and engage in business and make a profit.’ 
Yet you do not know what your life will be like 
tomorrow. You are just a vapor that appears for a little 
while and then vanishes away. Instead, you ought to say, 
‘If the Lord wills, we will live and also do this or that.’”

Life will always bring us unexpected things. What’s 
important is what you do with those unexpected things. 
Do you blame God or do you thank him? Do you get 
discouraged or do you use that opportunity to grow in 
your faith? Or maybe you do what so many people are 
tempted to do, you thank God for good things and blame 
him for bad.

But what we really need to realize is that God is never 
surprised. There’s never anything unexpected from God’s 
point of view. And though we may have suffering for a 
little while, as Christians we have a greater hope in the 
glory of God revealed through the unexpected. God has a 
way of bringing beauty from ashes, and we can trust that 
God’s plan is so much greater than a physically created 
world and a faulty civilization could ever contain.

So don’t worry about the unexpected, don’t overly 
stress when your world is turned inside out and upside 
down. Keep your faith in the one who is never surprised, 
because through the unexpected God can do great things 
if you let him.
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(continued from page 1)
It is hard for us to acknowledge that broken families 

lead to broken boys and more broken families. We don’t 
want to single out or stigmatize single moms. We don’t 
want to stigmatize kids growing up in single-parent 
homes. 

Our unwillingness to deal with reality is leaving a trail 
of death and destruction.

I don’t have all of the answers. I am left grieving. We as 
a society have to begin to ask the hard questions. Let’s 
ask the gun-control questions. Let’s ask the mental health 
questions. But let’s also ask the larger question that 
plagues us all:

HOW CAN WE STOP FAILING OUR BOYS?
I trust God’s word. The Proverbs give us hope.

Proverbs 22:6

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he 
is old he will not depart from it.

Yes, June is here, and Summer is underway! VBS is 
also here. Let me challenge our senior adults to have a 
group of folks praying here at the church while VBS is 
going on each night. This would be a great opportunity for 
our senior adults to be a part of this great ministry. Please 
consider being a part of this group. PRAY, PRAY, PRAY 
for God to move in the hearts of these children and their 
parents. 

Let me also remind you that God has opened the doors 
for our nursing home ministry to start back. We were able 
to minister last month, and it was such a blessing. We 
could use your help. If you would like to be involved in 
this much needed ministry, please contact me. 

We also have this great trip to the Amish country in 
Lancaster Pa. coming up in October. I will be sharing 
details soon. I will need you to sign up as soon as possible 
to be able to secure our prices and your place. I will need 
to know if you are interested by June 15th. Signup sheet 
in hall. 

Why are our boys failing? Why are they killing? We are 
not training them up.	

They are left to their own devices, their own ways, their 
own griefs and sorrows. Our boys are living in a world 
that let them down. They turn to sin, and sin, when full 
grown, leads to death. 

It may take a village to raise kids well, but healthy 
villages are built around healthy families that support one 
another. Our village is broken because our families are 
broken, and our kids are paying the price. 

Matthew 19:14-15

 But Jesus said, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop 
them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who 

are like these children.” And he placed his hands on their 
heads and blessed them before he left.
 

Upcoming Dates To Remember

June 6-10 – VBS 
June 15-24 – Family Mission Trip

From	the	Pastor’s	Desk By	Craig	Thompson
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams

The fifth thing we are told is for the young adult to 
have had an additional faith focused adult in his or her 
life other than parents. Children and youth often see other 
adults in a different way than they see their parents. 
When they are always told the same thing from their 
parents, they tend to stop listening, but if another adult 
who they respect tells them, they listen. We see this at 
camp with the college age counselors. The children tend 
to soak up everything the counselors tell them, and it 
becomes new to them even though it’s not really.

All of these are simple, but we won’t do them unless 
we think about them. We need to be intentional. You do 
not have to be a parent of a child or youth to be involved 
in this. You can make a great impact. The results can be 
pretty amazing. 

Upcoming Dates To Remember

June 6-10 – Vacation Bible School
July 25-29 – Camp Longridge

 

 

It is said that as high as 75% of people leave the church 
in the United States from the ages of 18-29. While many 
reasons are given, I think it may be more important to 
question why the others stay. What can we do as a church 
or as families to ensure that our children are the ones who 
stay?

Studies tell us that there are things we can do. The first 
is fairly simple in statement but much more difficult in 
realty. We are told that one of those things is to eat dinner 
as a family 5-7 nights a week. With family schedules 
being what they are, this can be a struggle, but the dinner 
hour can be a time of coming together and sharing the 
day. Focusing on our days from a Christian worldview 
grounds children and youth giving them the foundation 
they so desperately need.

The second thing we’re told for children and youth to do 
is to serve with their families in ministry. Parents are 
putting actions to words when serving in a way that 
children can join in. It’s also important for children to see 
their parents serving within the church. When they see the 
adults they respect serving, they realize just how 
important it is. 

The third thing is to have at least one spiritual 
experience in the home during the week. This can be 
devotions, but it doesn’t have to be. It can be frequent 
conversations about what is going on in the child or 
youth’s life within the context of, “Do you think your 
actions were pleasing to God?” When my son was around 
fourteen, we were in the car with a young lady of about 
the same age who was in his youth group. I was talking to 
her about something, and my son said to her, “You see 
what I have to put up with every day of my life?” I tell 
you this small story to say don’t expect appreciation for 
your efforts until later, but do it anyway. 

The fourth thing is for the young adult to have been 
entrusted with responsibility in ministry at an early age. 
This is something we strive to do in the children’s 
ministry. I look for ways they can be a part of serving. It 
may be packing Sacks of Love bags, helping with the 
preschool Easter Egg Hunt, helping with VBS before it 
begins, or even making decisions about their own 
ministry. While sometimes those things are a struggle for 
adult leaders, I believe it is worthwhile and will pay in the 
long run. 
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GeneraFon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside

Displays of anger, particularly when expressed verbally, 
are powerful and typically give you a view into a person’s 
heart. After all, recall what the second part of Matthew 
12:34 says, “For out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth speaks.” Our words give us away when we’re 
angry and often our actions are anything but Christlike.

When you get angry it’s often because a situation 
doesn’t go your way and that betrayal yields firstly a 
frustration that grows into anger. Someone pulls out in 
front of you and drives 10 mph under the speed limit 
while texting when they know you’re late (maybe that’s 
just me). Or there’s only one space left to park at the 
grocery store, and someone knew you were coming and 
left their shopping cart in your space. You see how anger 
often begins as frustration and then becomes something 
much nastier as the situation continues. You and your 
script are betrayed, and that betrayal had intent. 

Now think of your teenager. Emotionally and thus 
mentally, teenagers have strong gas pedals and weak 
brakes. It takes nothing to get them to go, but a whole 
bunch to stop them. Teenagers experience higher highs 
and lower lows than we can comprehend. Subsequently, 
when angry, they are incredibly weak and vulnerable 
because they’re going and can’t stop, experiencing anger 
at an unparalleled intensity. You must wrap your brain 
around this fact, it will help you be more sensitive to their 
situation. They are all go and little quit. So, what do you 
do? 

You teach. The Bible says to be angry and not sin (Eph. 
4:26). Anger is not sin and if we believe that God works 
everything for good, then anger has a purpose (Rom. 
8:28). There’s a benefit you can discover and that is that 
anger is meant to drive you to the Lord and bring about 
particular godly results. What are they? 

First, anger is meant to drive you to accountability. If 
there’s anger it’s for a reason. Teach your teens to talk. 
Do they need to speak with someone about why you’re 
angry and ask for accountability? Or must they hold 
someone accountable for their actions. Whichever is the 
case, accountability is needed because accountability done 
right yields repentance. Anger will get you in trouble, but 
it also can bring repentance—a point where the wrong is 
brought to light, confessed, and forgiven. When this 
happens, anger repairs a situation or friendship instead of 
destroying it. Because thirdly anger brings reconciliation. 
Jesus teaches us in Matthew 5 that “if you are offering 
your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother 
has something against you, leave your gift there before the 
altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then 
come and offer your gift” (Matt. 5:23-24). 

Jesus taught it because God intended anger to be for 
good, to bring accountability, repentance, and 
reconciliation.  Teach your teenagers the purpose of anger 
and model it for them. 
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