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From	the	Pastor’s	Desk By	Craig	Thompson

As we look toward the summer of 2021, my hope is that 
it will be anything but normal. That may seem a bit odd as 
you consider the challenges we endured during the summer 
of 2020. In those days of social distancing and 
cancellations, we longed for normalcy.

But I want more than normal. I want extraordinary. My 
prayer is that God will be at work in Malvern Hill this 
summer to do uncommon and unexpected things. I’m 
praying that Vacation Bible School will result in many 
children coming to Christ. I’m praying that our LifeGroup 
emphasis on Sunday, June 13 will result in a surprising 
number of people showing up at one time. I’m praying for 
fellowships and gatherings to build deeper relationships 
and foster evangelistic opportunities.

In July, our children and our teenagers will go off to 
camp. I am praying for God to change lives during those 
weeks. I am praying for God to call kids and teens out of 
darkness and into his light. Perhaps, God will even call 
some of our kids to missions or vocational ministry this 
summer. I’m praying for God to do something big in our 
kids and teens. 

Finally, I’m praying for all of you. Many of you will take 
vacations this summer. Some of you will have a staycation
—you won’t go anywhere, but you will take some time off 
to rest and relax. My prayer for you is that this summer 
will result in deep rest and restoration. I’m praying God 
will work to bring you closer to him in your rest and 
relaxation.

Summer is a time to slow down, to enjoy late evenings, 
cookouts, pool parties, family, and friends. I pray this 
summer is also a time for God to work mightily in our 
church. I pray he will draw people to himself and send us 
out to seek the lost with the power of the gospel. 

There is much to consider about our future. On June 
13, we will make a decision about how to move forward 
as a church. But, no decision will be more important than 
our individual decision to carry the gospel to the lost and 
hurting.

Much of life has returned to normal, and for that we are 
certainly thankful. However, please join me in praying 
for this summer at Malvern Hill to be anything but 
normal. Join me in praying for God to do great things in 
and through Malvern Hill as we seek him together.
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Worship	and	Discipleship By	Keven	Newsome
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My wife and I are notorious for making very slow 
decisions. Our decision-making time is directly 
proportional to the amount of money it’s going to cost us. 
We’ve spent months deciding on something like the 
purchase of a new vehicle. Why? Because we want to 
make sure we are completely informed on everything we 
need to know. When it comes to a vehicle, we do as much 
research as we can. We test-drive multiple times. We make 
lists of pros and cons. We compare feature for feature with 
other like vehicles. We scrutinize crash test ratings and 
safety reports. But more importantly than all of these, we 
find people who have owned one and ask them about it. 
Even if the decision is for something other than a vehicle, 
one of the most important steps we always take when 
making a decision, is to seek out counsel from someone 
who has better experience and knowledge of the subject.

This is also one of the most important steps in having 
discernment. I’ve talked a lot about how we can’t trust our 
own emotions and reasoning. They are flawed and prone 
to manipulation and must be tempered with prayer and 
scripture. Last month, I talked about how to recognize 
good discernment at work. With those two pieces of the 
puzzle, it should be evident that you need sound counsel 
in matters requiring discernment.

You know you can’t trust yourself. You’ve prayerfully 
sought guidance in making the decision or arriving at your 
conclusion. The next logical step is to seek counsel from 
someone you know and trust to have more experience and 
knowledge of the subject at hand, whom you recognize 
practices good discernment in their lives.

I can’t tell you how many times I’ve sought counsel and 
have been told I was wrong or overreacting or should 
approach the subject from a different perspective. I don’t 
always follow their counsel but seeking counsel does 
something very important – it interrupts confirmation bias.

As I’ve talked about before, our minds are wired for 
confirmation bias. We will seek out information that 
confirms what we want to believe rather than seeking out 
information that brings us to an objective view of the 
truth. Even when seeking counsel, we’re prone to look for 
people we know will confirm and support us. That’s why 
it’s important to interrupt the process of confirmation bias. 
Even seeking counsel from someone who will confirm us 
interrupts it. When they parrot what we already believe 

and know, there’s a small alarm that goes off in our head 
that tells us this counsel isn’t helping. There’s a part of us 
that wants someone to contradict us. We want the 
opportunity to prove ourselves right and making our 
arguments to an “echo chamber” doesn’t do the job.

Not only are we wired for confirmation bias, but we are 
wired to prove our bias to someone who doesn’t believe 
it. That’s why seeking sound counsel interrupts the 
process. The key is the seeking part of it. When we’re 
trying to exercise good discernment and judgment, we 
want validation. But validation is only satisfying when it 
comes from someone with the authority to invalidate us as 
well. It requires us to accept the possibility we may be 
wrong and to be willing to adjust our conclusions based 
on counsel. If we’re not willing to do this, we won’t seek 
out someone who can invalidate us. We’ll only go to the 
echo chamber.

Good discernment avoids the echo chamber and seeks 
out someone, even multiple people, with the authority to 
invalidate our conclusions. You may not always follow 
the advice you are given exactly as it’s given to you, but 
the process interrupts confirmation bias which will help 
you realign your reason and emotion with the spiritual. 
And isn’t that the purpose of good discernment? 



Prime	Timers’	Ministry	 By	Buster	Morris
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Can you believe that June is here? Another year is 
speeding by. I don’t know about you, but it’s exciting to 
see our world opening back up after this past year of 
COVID-19. What excites me most is to see our church 
opening back up with more opportunities to minister. This 
month we will return with our VBS. WOW! That should 
bless our hearts. We have this blessing and privilege to 
share with children and their parents the LOVE OF 
JESUS CHRIST. I hope you are already spending time in 
prayer over this special opportunity. 

Rhonda Adams spoke at our prayer breakfast this past 
month and challenged us to have a group of folks praying 
here at the church while VBS is going on each night. This 
would be a great opportunity for our Senior Adults. Please 
consider being a part of this group. PRAY, PRAY, PRAY 
for God to move in the hearts of those attending and in 
His Church. 

But Jesus said, “Let the children come to me. Don’t stop 
them! For the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those who 

are like these children.” And he placed his hands on their 
heads and blessed them before he left.

Matthew 19:14-15 

 Upcoming Events

June 1 – Trip to Kalmia Gardens in Hartsville:
               Leaving church at 9:00 AM 
               Lunch at Mayflower Seafood Restaurant
June 7 – Deposit due for Celebrators Conference
June 21-25 – VBS
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams

Wednesday Evening Childcare

Have you ever known someone who made you feel 
valuable and loved? Maybe you can’t even remember 
when you met that person because you were so young, but 
you remember the feelings that you put with that person. 
My memories of church childcare are not my own 
because I was unchurched as a child. They are, however, 
the memories of my son. He was attached to one of the 
nursery workers with a passion. He loved her, and she 
loved him. Even today at the age of 33, he smiles when 
her name comes up. She was the only one allowed to hand 
him his snack. She was the only one who received a huge 
smile as he toddled through the doors of the nursery. 
Because I was teaching and really needed to be in my 
class, she was far more important to me than the pastor 
could ever hope to be. Parents, have you ever prayed on 
the way to church, “Oh please, let that woman be there 
today.” If you have, then you understand church childcare 
is also a ministry to parents. Adult church members, you 
have an opportunity to be someone who makes a child 
feel loved and a mama feel grateful. Our Wednesday 
evening childcare is in need of adults who love God and 
want to serve Him through serving the needs of our 
youngest children. Please see me if this is you.

Upcoming Events

June 21-25 – Vacation Bible School
June 28 – All Campers Going to Camp Longridge Must 
Be Registered Online
July 26-30 – Camp Longridge

Some years ago, when we were trying to fill Kershaw 
Baptist Association positions for that upcoming year, 
someone said to me that if a Christian was asked to do a 
“good” thing, that person should accept that position or 
job. Because of her belief, she was saying there is no 
excuse for unfilled positions within the church or 
association. I disagreed. I have experienced too many 
people accepting positions within churches with the 
wrong motivation. So often it becomes apparent that it is 
going to be like fitting a square peg into a round hole. 

I think for every ministry or positon in the church that is 
within the bounds of what God has called us to do (let’s be 
honest. Not every position within every church fits that 
category), there is someone in the church that God has 
equipped or is equipping to do that particular work. 
Having said that, if you are ever asked to help with the 
children’s ministry, and you feel you are that square peg, I 
ask that you say no. If you want to try children’s ministry, 
and after some months pass, you feel this isn’t for you, 
please come talk to me. When that has happened, 100% of 
the time I have let the person go with my blessing. I know  
if I don’t, that person will be miserable, and the children 
will know it.  

I have said that the children’s ministry is the most 
important ministry to the church. Of course, I believe that 
as it would be strange if I did not. But, I will also say that 
our Malvern Hill children’s ministry has the best 
children’s ministers (they are all children’s ministers by 
definition, as they all minister to children) we could ask 
for. Time after time, I have seen them go the extra mile 
with children. Much has been expected of them, and they 
have given much.  Children’s ministry teachers/workers 
often go unnoticed by churches because out of sight is out 
of mind; and the deeper they serve in children’s ministry, 
the more likely they will be left out of the regular life of 
the church. Truthfully, that, if anything, has been the 
reason many have left the ministry. For those of you who 
have stayed often working year after year, I see you, love 
you, and appreciate you! More importantly, God sees you, 
loves you, and, I believe, approves.
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GeneraFon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside

Jesus said in Matthew 6 these words, “When you fast.” 
What is fasting? Biblical fasting is giving up food for 
spiritual purposes. It can refocus your prayer life, renew 
your dependence on God, cause you to deal with a 
struggle, and teach you how strong you are.

A regular fast involves abstaining from all food, but not 
from water. Matthew 4:2 affirms this when it says about 
Jesus, “After fasting forty days and forty nights, he was 
hungry.” It says nothing about him becoming thirsty. Also, 
Luke 4:2 says that He “ate nothing during those days,” but 
it does not say he drank nothing. Since the body can 
generally function only a few days without water, we 
assume Jesus drank water during these weeks. To abstain 
from food but to drink water is the most common kind of 
Christian fast. Why then do you fast? Because it’s an 
expectation, not an option for Christians. Jesus didn’t say 
if, but when you fast. If you are a follower of Christ, then 
fasting is not an option but a spiritual discipline requiring 
your participation. Where do you start?

Start with a single-day fast. Wake up before 6:00 AM 
and drink a glass of juice, something with sugar such as 
apple, orange, or grape juice. Then for the rest of the day, 
only drink water until 6:00 PM that evening, then eat. 
Every time you get hungry, ask God to help you with the 
hunger and give you strength to complete that which you 
set out to do for his honor and glory. Follow that prayer 
with a prayer about something that’s been on your heart. It 
might be a decision, a relationship, an opportunity, or a 
struggle with a particular sin. Because you get hungry, 
you’ll pray 40 or 50 times that day, if not more—causing 
you to fervently pray in honor of the Lord but also about 
something you’ve had on your heart. When’s the last time 
you’ve done that? 

Lastly, fasting is challenging. You’re taking on 
something uncomfortable for the honor of God and the 
good of your spiritual life. What does that accomplish? 
You get nearer to God and begin to realize what you need 
is not more comfort but discomfort. 

We live in a climate controlled “72 degree”, constantly 
entertained culture. Ninety eight percent of the time, 
you’re not more than 100 yards from 72 degrees (your car 
or home) or without your phone, your source of constant 
entertainment. The result is you’re never uncomfortable or 
not entertained. Fasting changes all that and causes you to 
realize you are stronger and can do more than you ever 
imagined. Why is this important?

Psalms 139:14 says you are fearfully and wonderfully 
made. As an image-bearer of God, one fearfully and 
wonderfully made, I’ll bet you’ve never tested that 
potential. You don’t know how incredible you are, how 
God has fearfully and wonderfully made you until you 
push the limits of your abilities; and when you do, I’ll bet 
they’re far beyond where you thought they were. Comfort 
will not teach you that, only discomfort. 

Being a Christian is not supposed to be comfortable. 
When Jesus said, “Take up your cross and follow me,” he 
was commanding those that follow him to do something 
hard, something uncomfortable (Matthew 16: 24). Our 72 
degree culture has desensitized us to our need for 
discomfort. Fasting can change that, but only if you obey 
the command of Christ and do it.
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Next Steps

6-1
6-2

6-4

6-5
6-7

6-8

6-10
6-11

6-12

6-14
6-16
6-17
6-19
6-24
6-26

6-29

Chris Anderson
Iris Arrants
Chad Faulkenberry
Bennett Sparks
Tommy Childers
Cheryl Jordan
Avery Grace Arthur
Cole Brewington
Sailor McKoy
Terri Bryant
Lauren Norton
Heather Sparks
Tamara Thomas
Jack Branham
Lacey Taylor
Ren Jones
Luke Tolbert
Ricky Ham
Kalib Faulkenberry
Carliss Carter
Parker Truesdale
Phillip Knopp
Kristen Galuppi
Eric Leagones
Marty Huggins

6-2
6-5
6-6
6-7
6-10
6-11
6-13

6-15
6-16
6-17
6-18
6-21
6-23
6-24
6-25
6-26

6-29

Kennerly and Patti Johnstone
Brad and Brittany Hunt
Chris and Kelly Anderson
Chad and Beth Faulkenberry
Leon and Dianne Dixon
Eric and Mari Jones 
Paul and Kelley Davis
Larry and Terri Bryant
Luke and Patty Tolbert
Adam and Betsy Whiteside
Frankie and Beverly Taylor
Craig and Angela Thompson
Dillon and Courtney Young
James and Brittany Hall
Billy and Jeanne Brummett
James and Keegan Wilson
Russell and Stacey McGee
Miles and Diana Taylor
Dale and Wendy Roberts

Prime 
Timers’ 
Kalmia 

Gardens 
Trip

Mission 
Prayer 
Group 

Senior
Class of 

2021 
Recognition

VBS VBSVBSVBS VBS

Budget and 
Finance,
Deacon

Meetings



Malvern	Hill	BapFst	Church
1514	Malvern	Hill	Drive

Camden,	SC	29020
(803)	432-7035

www.malvernhill.org

RETURN	SERVICE	REQUESTED


