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From	the	Pastor’s	Desk By	Craig	Thompson
Can you believe it is already July? Vacation Bible School 

was a hit and it ended with a great attendance of VBS kids 
and parents in worship for the last Sunday in June. July 
brings FUGE camp for our teenagers and Camp Longridge 
for our children. July also means a churchwide fellowship 
on Sunday the 25th and a celebration of our nation on July 
4th.

Of course, July also means that summer is in full swing. 
There are cookouts, vacations, swimming parties, and long 
nights. Summer is a time to connect with family and 
friends, but it is also a time to contemplate the lack of 
community experienced by many around us.

Loneliness in the 21st century is a paradox because 
people are more connected than at any other point in 
history, yet they claim to feel more alone than ever before. 
A paradox is a seemingly absurd or self-contradictory 
statement or proposition that when investigated or 
explained may prove to be well founded or true. In other 
words, people are less alone than ever, but feel more 
isolated than ever.

The data is still emerging, but it seems that people have 
more surface level relationships than ever before. They 
lack companionship and meaningful relationships. Of 
course, there is a subjective nature to the feelings of 
loneliness–there is a good chance that you aren’t as alone 
as you feel. However, in the moment, those feelings are 
real. Social media can exacerbate those feelings when you 
sit at home on a Friday night with a bag of Fritos and a 
bowl of nacho cheese and scroll through your social media 

seemingly filled with people having fun while you drown 
your sorrows in grease and lactose. 

The loneliness epidemic is a situation in which the 
church is uniquely called and created to minister. The 
church has always been called to be more than a 
gathering of disparate people, but a body of brothers and 
sisters who are committed to Christ and to one another. 
According to the book of Acts, the early church devoted 
themselves not only to the apostles’ teaching, but also to 
fellowship and breaking of bread. A church that exists 
only to convey information is not a faithful 
representation of a biblical church. The church is more 
than a lecture hall or an educational institution. The 
church is even more than a great place to sing praises.

Church should be synonymous with community, 
fellowship, and care and concern for other members.

(continued on page 3)
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Worship	and	Discipleship By	Keven	Newsome
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All this year I’ve been writing articles aimed at helping 
you develop better biblical discernment. In my first 
article, I gave you the Westminster Dictionary of 
Theological Terms definition for discernment, which is, 
“The process of assessing and evaluating, particularly in 
relation to trying to determine God’s will in a particular 
situation or for one’s life direction.” It is with this 
definition in mind that I’ve written all my past articles. 
However, I find this definition a little lacking. The Bible 
gives us a crucial addition to this definition:

1 John 4:1 – “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but 
test the spirits to see whether they are from God…”

1 Corinthians – “To another the working of miracles, to 
another prophecy, to another the ability to distinguish 
between spirits…”

To that end, I also redefined the definition in my 
original article in this way: “Discernment is the use of 
reason, emotion, and the divine to interpret spiritual 
influences and to make Godly informed decisions 
regarding that interpretation.”

Up to this point, I’ve focused on the “use of reason, 
emotion, and the divine” and I’ve talked about 
recognizing discernment at work and receiving counsel 
from those with good discernment. What I haven’t talked 
about are the “spiritual influences,” or how to test and 
distinguish between the spirits as the apostles John and 
Paul have told us to do. Once you recognize the attributes 
of the spirits, you can recognize their influences. This is a 
key part of discernment, because discernment isn’t just 
about recognizing God’s will, it’s also about recognizing 
the influence of other spirits at work trying to thwart 
God’s will.

So let me introduce you to three spirits today, and I will 
spend the next three articles going into detail on how to 
recognize those specific spirits at work. Yes…there are 
three. You thought it was just going to be two, didn’t you?

First, there is the godly spirit. I will term this “godly 

spirit” as separate from the specific work of the Holy 
Spirit. Whereas the work of the Holy Spirit in and among 
God’s people is indeed a godly spirit at work, this term 
must also include the work and presence of God’s 
influence apart from the Holy Spirit, specifically angels 
and/or miracles that cannot be attributed directly to the 
work of the Holy Spirit. My previous articles have 
focused on recognizing and discerning the Holy Spirit at 
work. Now we are broadening that to include any godly 
spirit.

Second, there is the demonic spirit. This will refer to 
anything attributed to the direct influence and interference 
of Satan or one of his demons.

Third, and perhaps the most important for you to grasp 
if you’ve never considered this, is the human spirit. Like 
the angels and demons, we are spiritual beings. We were 
born into sin and are therefore corrupted independently of 
the influence of demonic spirits. As Christians, the Holy 
Spirit works to restore our human spirit into an alignment 
with God’s will. But the human spirit exists separately 
from godly spirits or demonic spirits, and must be treated 
as such. Much of what we blame Satan for in our lives is 
simply our own sinful human spirit running toward sin. 
Satan doesn’t have to make us sin. We’re good at doing 
that on our own. But more on that later.

So until my next article, try applying what I’ve already 
told you concerning discernment to these other spirits. 
Begin the process of trying to discern which spirit is at 
work in a particular situation. Is it a godly spirit, an angel 
or the hand of God working to accomplish his will? A 
demonic spirit at work trying to subvert the work of God? 
Or is it the product of the sinful human spirit simply being 
a sinful human? Or maybe there’s a combination of spirits 
fighting for supremacy? 

Remember, we are told to test the spirits, so practice 
testing them as you go about your day. You may be 
surprised at what you discover.
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So, I encourage you to spend part of your July investing 
in your church family. Dig deep in your LifeGroup or 
other members of our church. Do your part to cultivate 
community, not only for your own good, but for the good 
of others and the glory of Christ.

If you’re not sure where to start, here are a few steps 
you might take to cultivate community:

• Prioritize fellowship times. 

• Work together as a church. 

• Model community to your church by spending 
time with other church members outside of regular 
church events. 

• Involve others in the ministry of the church.

Wow! What a great week as our church experienced 
VBS. I guess the real blessing was to see how our folks 
responded. We had a great response of volunteers. I think 
we had upwards of 120 volunteers to help. So many were 
willing to give of their time and talents to see that the 
children attending saw the love of Christ. I know I am a 
little bias, but our kitchen crew really showed off. It was a 
blessing to see many of our senior adults participating. 
You made me proud. I know God honored your efforts. I 
had never seen as many of the kids and parents attend the 
following Sunday as we saw this year. It was a great 
response by all. Most of all I am thankful to our Lord that 
gave us this privilege and opportunity to be His hands and 
feet and to share His kingdom with others.

Ephesians 2:10 (ESV)
For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we 
should walk in them.

Our Prime Timer Ministry has a great month planned 
for July. We will have our breakfast, supper, and Peach 
Trip this month. So mark your calendars! Hopefully, the 
bus should be ready to go.

From	the	Pastor’s	Desk By	Craig	Thompson

(continued from page 1)
The world is lonely, and the church has the answer. The 

church offers a place where people can know and be 
known. In the church real relationships can be forged that 
will sustain weak and weary people. Writing to the 
Ephesians, Paul urged:

Two are better than one, because they have a good 
reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his 
fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has 
not another to lift him up! Again, if two lie together, they 
keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone? And 
though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two 
will withstand him—a threefold cord is not quickly 
broken.

We must work to cultivate community. The signs are all 
around. Our world is lonely. People are crying out for 
community, relationships, and friends. In other words, 
people are longing for the things that churches are created 
to provide. Here at Malvern Hill, creating community has 
to be a cornerstone of what we do. 
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams

Vacation Bible School Offering

During VBS we take up an offering for some type of 
missions. This year’s offering will go to Luke and Patty 
Tolbert. They will use the money for some children’s 
events as they serve to reach the children of their area of 
Latvia. While the offering is taken up from Monday 
through Friday, the children’s part is Monday through 
Thursday. We like to make things fun, so again this year 
the competition was between the boys and girls to see 
which group could give the most. As an added incentive, 
it was decided by our Malvern Hill children that if the 
girls won, Robert would have to wear a Clemson shirt on 
the Sunday following VBS. If the boys won, I would have 
to wear one. If you saw Robert in orange on the Sunday 
after Vacation Bible School, now you know what that was 
about. It is definitely not his color.

Upcoming Events

July 26-30 – Camp Longridge
August 22 – Children’s Day

As I write this, we are in our last regular day of Vacation 
Bible School 2021. On Friday we will welcome the 
families of the children who have attended to Family 
Night. The theme this year has been “Building a 
Foundation of Love” with each night giving another 
element of God’s love for us. Each night some of our 
Malvern Hill children have given their testimonies. It’s 
always interesting to hear about their thoughts and 
feelings surrounding their salvation. Our numbers have 
been good, especially considering we are still under a 
pandemic. We have around 12 children, out of the ones 
who came forward last Wednesday to talk further about 
salvation who will be followed up with. 

I would like to thank our staff. They have been great 
this year! There is no way we can do this without a large 
number of adults and youth. Many of you go above and 
beyond, and I know that it is not always easy. However, I 
can’t help but think that God is pleased when we are able 
to bring this many children together to learn about Him. 
Now, on to VBS 2022. Hmmm………

Camp Longridge

This summer we have 22 children attending Camp 
Longridge. During this year’s camp, the children will be 
encouraged to live the Christian life courageously. During 
Vacation Bible School, several of our children gave 
testimonies in which they said that Camp Longridge 
played a big part in the road to their salvation. In planning 
events, programming, etc., for the children’s ministry, I 
am always looking for experiences which will either guide 
a child to salvation or help them grow in their salvation. 
While camp is a fun time for the children, I’m glad to see 
it also serves to meet that goal. 



 5

GeneraFon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside

My family is serious about puzzles, especially Betsy 
and me. We become obsessed with them every fall when 
we begin our traditional puzzle binge. We only allow 
ourselves to do puzzles during November and December, 
usually concluding with a Christmas-themed puzzle. Why 
only in the fall? Because when I say we are obsessed, I 
mean we have a special puzzle board with drawers to 
separate the pieces. We hang LED lights in our dining 
room and wear headlamps. We can spend all day doing a 
puzzle. Not hours. Days…

We have not always been puzzle people. This is a recent 
phenomenon in the Whiteside home. We realized we had a 
problem when we completed the first few. After that, we 
were consumed to the point where we had to ask, “Why 
are we going so overboard?” The conclusion: We can’t 
stand something being broken, messed up, not together.  

As you know, before a puzzle is a picture, it’s pretty 
messed up; pieces on pieces, no order, and often no idea 
where to start (after you do the edges, of course). But, on 
the other hand, putting together a puzzle is a good picture 
of God’s church. God brings people together, finding a 
place where everyone belongs, where everyone fits and is 
meant for a particular place and purpose. But far too often 
I hear parents with teenagers say, “My son or daughter is 
struggling to fit in, and I don’t know what else to do!”

When you’re out of options, remember Jesus is in the 
business of fixing what is broken, changing what is not 
working, transforming what is dying, and saving what is 
lost. Begin praying and asking God to change you, then 
ask God to change your teenager. Pray to change yourself 

first, so that you can be apart of helping your teenager to 
change. From prayer, you must strengthen your grip by  
God’s word. God’s word reveals who Jesus is and what he 
can do. Realize whenever you hear or read about Jesus 
healing someone personally, it’s likely the person Jesus is 
working to heal and transform heard about Jesus from 
someone else. That’s why they came to Jesus in the first 
place. That’s what the church can do, introduce you to 
people who’ve been where you are and fought their way 
out. They were messed up puzzles whose pieces were put 
back together by the love of Jesus and the care of his 
church. 

Romans 12:5 says the members of the church are 
individually knit one to another. Run to your church, the 
place where you will find encouragement, wisdom, help, 
and belonging. The church will help you because the 
church is full of people who want to help and are prepared 
to help. Realize that not only are you individually knit one 
to another in the church but so is your teenager. They are 
individually knit to others in the church. God has prepared 
people to help them. Someone wise once said that “You 
are the average of the 5 people you are around most.” 
Teenagers are changed by those they are around as iron 
sharpens iron (Prov. 27:17). If they are around iron, iron 
will sharpen, mold, and make them into the person (a 
piece of the puzzle) God has called them to be.

The only place where you are promised to fit is in the 
church. The only person who promises to fix what is 
broken is Jesus. So don’t stay a messed up puzzle, but find 
your place in the church.
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