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From	the	Pastor’s	Desk By	Craig	Thompson

On Sunday, February 6, we will begin our new sermon 
series from the book of Acts. It has been quite some time 
since I was as excited to begin a new sermon series as I am 
for this one. Much of what we see happening in our culture 
today is like the culture into which the church was born. 

As Americans, we do not see the kind of persecution the 
early church had to endure, but American culture is 
increasingly polytheistic and negative toward Christianity 
and even Christian influence. 

Jewish and Roman culture of the first century did not 
welcome Christ, but the antagonism of that culture did not 
stop the work of the Holy Spirit. In the face of opposition, 
Christians preached the good news of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ. We will see in coming weeks that Christians 
preached even when it was not personally advantageous. 
They preached from prison, and they preached while on 
trial. They preached for their lives, and they preached at 
the peril of their lives. They preached in the roads, in the 
temple, in the synagogues, and even at pagan shrines. 

As they preached, opposition fell. As they preached, the 
Holy Spirit worked. As they preached, the gospel took root, 
souls were saved, lives were changed, and the world was 
set on fire by the Spirit of God. The work of the apostles 
did not suddenly become easy, but the task was urgent and, 
so they continued to fulfill the Great Commission.

The church in America is in decline. Culture is 
negative toward Christianity, and there are all sorts of 
gimmicks and ideas for how to grow churches, promote 
the gospel and save the world. But God’s plan in the 
beginning and God’s plan today is the same. Go, make 
disciples. Preach the word, in season and out of season, 
and watch the Holy Spirit work through the Word of God 
to do what only he can do.

I am eager to preach these sermons because I believe 
there is life in these messages. I am eager to preach these 
sermons because I am convinced that Acts can teach us 
better how to be the church and how to engage our 
culture. I am eager to preach these sermons because I 
believe that the same Holy Spirit who worked in the 
early church can change the world again today.

Come join us as we see what God has done in the past 
and look forward to what he can do in the future.
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Worship	and	Discipleship By	Keven	Newsome
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Humans are incredibly vain creatures. Self-preservation 
is a basic instinct, but in our lush and prosperous society 
that instinct expresses itself as self-elevation. We’ve heard 
things like, “Look out for #1,” or, “Take care of yourself 
first.” Social media has conditioned us to a higher form of 
vanity, with phone apps designed to entice you to take 
selfies and send them instantly to your friends. 

Vanity is not new. It showed up not long after Adam and 
Eve sinned when we see them cover themselves.

God told Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on 
the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For 
the Lord sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward 
appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart” (1 Samuel 
16:7).

“Vanity of vanities!” says Solomon in Ecclesiastes 1. 
“All is vanity!”

Paul said in Philippians 2:3, “Do nothing from 
selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind 
regard one another as more important than yourselves.”

In fact, vanity, selfishness, conceit, and anything of the 
like are nothing more than self-idolatry. When we elevate 
ourselves and our image above the image of God, we have 
created an idol out of ourselves. And the Bible has some 
strong things to say about idolatry. 

Don’t be tempted to think these sorts of things haven’t 
invaded the church. Jesus himself addressed conceit in 
worship. In Matthew 6 he says, “Beware of practicing 
your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; 
otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in 
heaven.”

It is inevitable that each one of us will have to deal with 
a “me first” attitude when it comes to serving God. In fact, 
all sin can be described in terms of selfishness, because 
that’s what sin is…choosing the wants and desires of self 
over serving God. We are a sinful people because we are a 
selfish people, and the church is made of sinful people so 
it is inevitable that the problem of selfishness will show 
up.

All that to say, this article is meant to explain to you one 
of the ways worship songs are chosen here at Malvern 
Hill. You see, selfishness has a sneaky way of creeping 

into everything…even our worship songs. Sure, at surface 
level they have a good message, an encouraging message, 
and maybe they have served to further the kingdom in 
some amazing ways. I’m not saying they’re bad songs or 
sinful songs, but some songs just talk more about us than 
they talk about God.

There are two questions I ask concerning every song we 
sing. Who are we singing to? And who are we singing 
about? Some songs may be singing about God, but they’re 
being sung to an audience of people. Those are okay, if 
the occasion calls for it, and are considered songs of 
testimony. It is healthy to sing the truths of God to one 
another. There are also some songs singing to God as the 
audience, but the main subject is the singer…lots of “I” 
pronouns. They may work as songs of confession but are 
not very congregational. And then there are songs that 
may talk about God on the periphery, but they’re mostly 
about the singer and are being sung to an audience of 
people. They may be inspirational and encouraging, as 
stories of faith and triumph, but they don’t make good 
songs for corporate worship.

The ideal worship song should be more about God than 
the singer. No song is perfect, and certainly not every 
song we sing fits this perfectly (there are always 
exceptions!), but in everything we do we should always 
strive to put God above and beyond ourselves.

We should give no room for vanity to creep in.
Who could imagine so great a mercy?

What heart could fathom such boundless grace?
The God of ages stepped down from glory

To wear my sin and bear my shame.
The cross has spoken, I am forgiven.
The King of kings calls me His own.
Beautiful Savior, I’m Yours forever.

Jesus Christ, my living hope.

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free!
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me!

You have broken every chain,
There’s salvation in Your name.
Jesus Christ, my living hope!

(“Living Hope.” Phil Wickham and Brian Johnson. 2018.)
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 3

As I was praying about what to share this month, I 
couldn’t get away from this pandemic that has challenged 
us all at one point or another and that is still rearing its 
ugly head. I was reminded of that great cloud of witnesses 
found in Hebrews. The men and women of God whose 
faithful lives were recorded in the Old Testament. These 
saints persevered despite unimaginable oppression and 
cruelty and were commended for their faithfulness. I 
realize we aren’t where many of these saints were, but 
most of us are tired of the struggle we continue to face 
with covid and the challenges it presents. I was reminded 
of these encouraging word we find in Hebrews 12.

Hebrews 12:1-2 
Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of 

witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin 
which clings so closely, and let us run with endurance the 

race that is set before us, looking to Jesus, the founder 
and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set 

before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God. 

I was reminded through this precious word we don’t run 
life’s race alone. We not only have this great cloud of 
witnesses, but we have the Founder and Perfecter of our 
faith, Jesus Christ, who runs life’s race with us. Let’s be 
sure we are looking to Him who gives us the endurance 
we need.

Upcoming Dates To Remember

February 14 – Trip to Bintime in Mauldin, SC 
8:30 AM - 4:00 PM 
Will stop for lunch

February 17 – Senior Supper
March 5 - BBQ
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams
Pagers

Parents of preschoolers: If you receive a pager when 
you drop off your child, please make sure you return it 
when you pick up your child. It’s very easy to put a pager 
in a purse or pocket and forget all about it. All parents of 
Preschool A children should receive a pager when they 
drop off their children. Parents of Preschool B children 
can receive a pager if they request it. 

If your child has accepted Christ and has been baptized, 
I have a book I would like to give him/her. The book is 
designed to help a child in his/her Christian walk. If your 
child fits the criteria and has not already received one of 
the books, please see me. 

Daily devotions provide us with deeper insight and 
perspectives in the working of God. As it’s been said, 
devotions breathe new life into a tired soul. When I read a 
devotion in the morning, I tend to think about it 
throughout the day. While I don’t know how “tired” a 
child’s soul can be, it is my desire for them to learn to 
think about the things of God as they go about their days. 
The church is providing devotions for children ages 4 
through 12. The devotions are divided by age groups, and 
they are provided in monthly booklets. There is a sign-up 
table in the children’s wing check-in area if you want to 
look at the samples of the devotions and sign-up if you 
want your child to receive these. Once this starts your 
child will receive the booklet monthly. 

Camp Longridge
The children, ages 8 and older, will be attending Camp 

Longridge July 25-29. Camp Longridge is a year round 
camp in Fairfield County. During camp the children will 
experience the joys of camp life in a Christian 
atmosphere. They will have cabin devotions, worship 
through song, and attend daily worship services. They will 
swim in the lake, jump off the blob, ride the zip line, slide 
on the slide, play games, participate in skills, and make 
new friends. The total cost is $310, but the church will 
pay ½ of that. Eligible aged children will receive 
commitment forms this month. If you want your child to 
attend camp this summer, please return this completed 
form to me with a $50 non-refundable deposit. If you 
don’t receive a form from your child, please see me.

Vacation Bible School
Our Vacation Bible School will be held June 6-10 from 

6:00 until 8:30 each evening with Family Night being on 
Friday. The theme this year is Spark Studios. Children will 
learn that God’s creativity didn’t stop in Genesis after 
creation. We are His creation, and He is working to 
redeem, reclaim, and transform us to the design He 
planned for us. This year’s VBS is as usual twofold. The 
emphasis will be on the plan of salvation as well as how 
Christian kids can use the talents God has given them to 
bring glory to God. April Garbade will begin recruiting 
this month. If you would like to work in Vacation Bible 
School this year, please see her so that she can talk with 
you about what positions are available.  
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GeneraFon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside

Betsy and I are teaching an Equipping Study on the 
book Your Teenager Is Not Crazy in a few weeks. Do you 
want to know why teens do what they do? Do you want to 
communicate with them clearly and compassionately? 
Many unusual and baffling teenage behaviors become 
understandable as you read and learn what's going on in 
their brain and how it impacts emotions and relationships. 
This book combines those truths with spiritual truths from 
God's Word, giving you the tools you need to be more 
successful in navigating the teenage years. Here are a few 
highlights I hope will pique your interest in the book. 

Your Teenager Is Not Crazy explains the brain’s stages 
of development. You may have heard the prefrontal 
cortex, the brain area that controls planning, 
consequences, personality expression, decision making, 
and moderating social behavior, isn’t fully mature until 
your mid-twenties. It’s also the part of the teenage brain 
that turns off first when it’s tired. Tired equals mean and 
cranky, and it's not excusable, but it's also biologically 
unavoidable. 

Did you know that parts of the teenage brain shut down 
periodically or entirely during adolescence? Your 
teenager is walking around with parts of their brain 
learning and growing while others parts are completely 
shut down. Simultaneously, there are parts of the teenage 
brain running on hyperdrive—operating at a higher-level 
during adolescence than at any other time in their life. 
Why are teenagers so clumsy? Because the area of their 
brain that controls balance and motor skills, the 
cerebellum, goes offline first, in the early teenage years. 
Facts like this and so many others make this book a must-
read, but the central premise of the book is guidance. 

Your Teenager Is Not Crazy educates and prepares you 
to handle the changes that occur in your teenager's mind 
as they mature. The biological and psychological side of 
teenage brain development is only the beginning of the 
book's content. Your job as an adult, parent, coach, 
mentor, teacher, etc. is how to understand, cope, instruct, 
speak, and lead them through these changes. Every 
chapter explains biologically and psychologically what’s 
happening in the mind of your teenagers, but it always 
concludes with spiritual guidance and practical first steps.

Finally, this book drives home the truth that God is 
sovereign over you and your teenager. Trusting him in 

these difficult years is paramount. As much as you want to 
control teenagers, you can't. You must train them in the 
way they should go that they may not depart from it 
(Proverbs 22:6). I've heard the Hebrew of this verse 
explained as saying "the way they should go" means 
according to the way God has bent your child. You must 
not unbend or try to make them what they are not. You 
must train your teenager to be all that God has made them, 
the way they're bent, beautiful, and unique. Your Teenager 
Is Not Crazy equips you to do just that. 

If you are interested in more information about this 
equipping study or would like to order the book, visit 

http://malvernhill.org/equipping-studies and click on the 
sign up link. 
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