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From	the	Pastor’s	Desk By	Craig	Thompson
One of the greatest villains in all of God’s word is 

Herod. Here is the way Matthew introduces Herod,
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the 
days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east 
came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been 
born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it 
rose and have come to worship him.” When Herod the 
king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with 
him; and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of 
the people, he inquired of them where the Christ was to 
be born. 

The Wise Men visit the king and announce that they 
have come to worship the one who has been born King of 
the Jews. Herod doesn’t celebrate. Herod isn’t eager to 
worship the Lord, Herod is eager to protect his throne.

Have you ever placed yourself into this story? If you did, 
where were you? A Wise Man’s servant, a Wise Man, 
maybe just a bystander, or even a donkey? As you read the 
story of the Wise Men, Herod becomes the villain on the 
outside looking in, but there is a great temptation for all of 
us to become Herod.

The Wise Men came to worship the true King, but Herod 
wanted power and control. Herod didn’t want to worship 
Jesus. Herod wanted Jesus dead.

Of course you don’t think of yourself as a person who 
would want to kill Jesus. But, who sits on the throne of 
your life today? When you consider the claims and offers 
of Jesus, do you bow and worship or do you jealously cling 
to power and control? Herod probably didn’t envision 

himself a murderer, just a man who was willing to do 
whatever was necessary to maintain power and control.

Yes, we all want to be the Wise Men worshiping the 
Savior, but we must battle our flesh. We all want to be 
the hero, but the villain lives within us. There is a threat 
that we can all become Herod, attempting to turn the 
light of glory toward ourselves instead of Jesus. There is 
a threat that you and I will see the true King and choose 
to live for ourselves rather than live for him. There is a 
real threat that we will choose the way of Herod rather 
than the way of the Wise Men. 

The way of the Wise Men is costly and sacrificial. The 
way of Herod is comfortable and convenient. But, the 
way of the Wise Men is the way of Christ. It is the path 
we have been called to trod, the journey we must take.

This Christmas, give God glory. Fade into the 
background and focus your attention on Jesus. Live 
under his rule and his plan. He is the true King, 
regardless of how you have imagined yourself.
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Worship	and	Discipleship By	Keven	Newsome
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I hope that over the past year I’ve helped teach you a 
little something about discernment. It is my prayer that 
better discernment will make you a better disciple and a 
more patient evangelist.

All of my articles have been about understanding and 
balancing three primary things—reason, emotion, and 
spirit. As we try to balance these three things, we do so in 
light of three spiritual influences—holy, demonic, and 
human. Last month I talked about using reason to inform 
the spiritual. Now we come to the most difficult aspect of 
discernment, the use of emotion as tool of discernment.

This is tricky. I think to understand how emotion is 
used, I need to recap all the ways emotion can be abused. 
Emotion can be manipulated and manufactured. It is more 
visceral than logic and so it is less guarded and less 
trained than logic and reasoning. Even those who have 
been hurt and abused emotionally and who believe 
themselves to be guarded are only guarded through the 
wall of logic. Emotion doesn’t have defense, only 
weapons. We can use our emotion to tear down or build 
up someone, but we can never really use emotion to 
protect ourselves. Logic and reasoning do that. You can’t 
“love” or “anger” yourself safe emotionally. Rather, you 
use your logic to put yourself in an emotionally safe 
situation.

The problem with emotion is that it is often much 
stronger than logic. It’s kind of like being at the zoo. 
Logic is the zookeeper. Emotion is the gorilla. The 
zookeeper’s job is to keep the gorilla safe, but if the 
gorilla were so inclined it could easily overcome the 
zookeeper and escape. Using this analogy, consider this—
our world is constantly seeking new ways to lure the 
gorilla out of the cage. In other words, every TV show, 
every movie, every song, every advertisement, every 
jingle is trying to entice an emotional response out of us at 
the expense of our logic. And if we are so inclined, we can 
do this to ourselves—working ourselves into an emotional 
frenzy all on our own.

Emotions can be manipulated and manufactured. Never 
forget that.

But having a spiritual encounter can and should invoke 
an emotional response from us. Meditating on our 
forgiveness, being moved by the spirit, and encountering 
something spiritually edifying, should cause us to have an 
emotional reaction. Emotion can serve as spiritual 
evidence even if it can’t serve as discernment proof.

“So they said to each other, ‘Weren’t our hearts ablaze 
within us while He was talking with us on the road and 
explaining the Scriptures to us?’” Luke 24:32.

You might expect to experience unease or discomfort in 
the presence of demonic spirits. You might expect to 
experience elation and joy in the presence of the Holy 
Spirit or angels. If you suspect an emotional spiritual 
reaction, do a quick check. What does logic say? (Logic 
should agree.) Do humans benefit from your emotional 
response? (The answer should be no.) If you gave 
yourself time to cool off emotionally, would it change 
how you feel? (The answer should be no.)

Emotional evidence in discernment should not stand 
alone. Let it be supported by other things. Emotion can be 
an initial indicator to alert you to something (the gorilla is 
ever vigilant), but all the other tools should immediately 
rally around emotion in support. Use emotion in 
discernment, but only with extreme caution.

And when it comes to apologetic evangelism, keep this 
rule in mind: You can’t reason with emotion. Both senses 
are true. YOU can’t use reason if you are emotionally 
compromised. And you can’t reason with someone else if 
THEY are emotionally compromised. If the gorilla is in 
control, no one is safe. Two gorillas fighting is a disaster. 

I hope this year’s series on discernment has been 
beneficial. Have a great Christmas!

Choir Rehearsal Schedule
December 5 - Adult & Student Choir 5 PM; Children’s 
Choir 5 PM - Together
December 12 - Adult & Student Choir 4 PM - (bonfire is 
at 5)
December 18 - TBD - If needed.
December 19 - ALL PARTICIPANTS 4 PM. Cantata at 6 
PM. 



Prime	Timers’	Ministry	 By	Buster	Morris
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It is the most wonderful time of the year! It’s a time 
when our families gather and share fellowship, memories, 
and gifts. As we reflect on the greatest gift ever, Jesus 
Christ, let us not allow the busyness of the season to draw 
us away from what it is truly about. It is also a great time 
to share why we celebrate—the hope that is ours through 
our Savior. While there is great light in Christ, there is 
still much darkness around us and many who need to hear 
the glorious gospel. I want to challenge our senior adults, 
as well as our entire church body, to be sensitive to the 
doors that will be open during this season of love and to 
invite others into God’s Kingdom. I hope you will all be 
praying about these opportunities during this most 
wonderful season and be a part of sharing the greatest gift 
of all!

Isaiah 9:6
For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 

government shall be upon his shoulder,
and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

I am very thankful for another year. The Lord has 
blessed our church and the Senior Adult ministry in so 
many ways. We are a blessed people. 
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams

as excerpts showing how the entire Bible points to Jesus. 
It provides illustrations of different Bible events and 
many other study helps. There is an app that allows the 
user to see a video that explains the text being read.This 
Bible gives older children a better understanding of how 
the Bible fits together as one story. 

When I first began in children’s ministry many years 
ago, there were very few Bible options for children. 
Children used what adults used. Now there are so many 
options that it can be confusing. What makes it even more 
difficult is that every child is different. A ten year old may 
do better with the second option than the third. Whichever 
Bible you choose for your child, the main purpose is that 
you give them a good one that will begin a love with 
God’s Word that will hopefully last a life time. 

One of the presents that parents and grandparents often 
buy their children and grandchildren for Christmas is a 
Bible. Considering the fact that the Bible is the one book 
that can have the most powerful impact on a person’s life, 
it is a good choice. But, choosing the right Bible can be 
confusing though essential. There are many wonderful 
Bible storybooks for children with great pictures that help 
a child get the main point of a Bible event. However, we 
need to make sure that children understand that these are 
not the Bible. I have had children hand me their cute, little 
Bible storybooks with the request that I find the scripture 
that we are studying in their book. They are confused and 
disappointed when I tell them that theirs is not the Bible.

There is nothing wrong with buying a good storybook 
Bible. (Notice I said good, as there are some written by 
people who are confused as to what the Bible actually 
says or who take great liberties in translation.)  A good 
one has value, but nothing can replace the actual Word of 
God in its entirety. But which one to buy? Malvern Hill’s 
children’s ministry uses the Holman Christian Standard 
Bible or the newer Christian Standard Bible. It uses a 
word for word translation until that does not easily make 
sense. Then it goes to a thought for thought translation. It 
is easy for children who are just beginning to read or those 
who have some difficulty in reading. 

The CSB Great & Small Bible is for children ages two 
through four. Throughout it, there are inserts with 
illustrations with verses at the bottom. It includes places 
where parents can write notes to their children as well as 
prayers for their children. It is a keepsake to use now and 
then keep to give to your child later.

The CSB Kid’s Bible is a good choice for children age 
five through eight. This Bible contains special helps to aid 
a child in understanding certain scripture or Bible events. 
It also provides summaries of Bible books and divisions 
with forty pages of full color maps and helps. This Bible 
is easy to read and doesn’t overwhelm with too much 
information. One of the purposes of this one is to allow 
your child to become comfortable with the Bible.

The CSB One Big Story Bible is for children age nine 
through twelve. It gives introductions to each book as well 
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GeneraFon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside
Your Christian life is not like a gas tank. You can’t fill it 

on Sunday and Wednesday and think you have enough for 
the week.  Your Christian life is more like a drop cord. 
When you unplug from the power source, you have 
nothing.  

About this time, nearly ten years ago, my mom called 
and asked what I’d like for Christmas. I said, “A study 
Bible.” I was reading my Bible at lunch, and I remember 
thinking, “I have no idea what this passage means, but I 
want to know.” That’s why I asked for the study Bible. If 
you ask her now, my mom will tell you that she knew 
something was changing in my life and heart, that God 
was doing something to me. 

But why was something happening? What did I want to 
know? Why did I want to read? Because at some point, I 
got tired of trying to change myself—tired of struggling 
and failing to change, I wanted a change that was real, 
permanent, and powerful. The more I read the Bible, the 
more I felt that change was taking place. 

Several times over the past year, I’ve met with both 
adults and students struggling with life. One of, if not the 
first, questions I ask is, “Have you read your Bible?” It 
blows my mind how often the answer is no. It is mind-
blowing because there is a direct link between your life, 
how it’s going, how you feel about it, and how often and 
much you read God’s word. You cannot live without the 
Word (Luke 4:4). When the Bible says something, it’s not 
advice. It’s the truth. 

You can’t live without the Word because the world is 
broken, and every day that brokenness is endeavoring to 
convince you that there’s no hope. You read the Bible so 
that when you hear the world’s lies, you know it’s a lie 
(Rom. 5:2–5). When the world tells you’re not worth 
anything, not beautiful, you know better (Gen. 1:27; Ps. 
139:14; Eccl. 3:11). You must read the Bible so that you 
know better when you feel or hear that you’re not loved 
(John 3:16; 1John 4:19). You must read the Bible, so when 
you question your salvation, you know you can’t lose 
what Christ gained for you (John 10:28; Phil. 1:6). You 
must read the Bible, so when life ceases to make sense, 
you have something to hold on to (Jer. 29:11; Rom. 8:29). 
When things, situations, people, and opportunities change, 
you remember you’re being molded and made, you’re a 
block being shaped, you are a new creation, the old has 
passed away, and something new is being formed (2Cor. 
5:17). 

Lastly, you must read the Bible, so you have something 
powerful and real to share with someone else when they 
hear a lie, think they have no worth when life doesn’t 
make sense, struggles come, they need love and help, then 
you have help to offer. The Word of God always works. 
Will you allow it to work on you (Is. 55:11)?
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