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From	the	Pastor’s	Desk By	Craig	Thompson
If you aren’t uncomfortable, you may not be following 

Jesus. Just consider the group of people following Jesus 
toward Jerusalem as he moved toward Palm Sunday. As he 
started out on his journey, he was met by a rich young man 
who asked how he could get into heaven. Jesus told him to 
sell everything and give his money to the poor because it is 
easier for a camel to pass through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to get into heaven. This teaching from Jesus 
was so radical that the disciples were left wondering who 
in the world could be saved. While they were still reeling 
from this, Jesus “comforted” them in Mark 10:29-31 by 
saying,

 Truly, I say to you, there is no one who has left house or 
brothers or sisters or mother or father or children or 
lands for my sake and for the gospel, who will not 
receive a hundredfold now in this time, houses and 
brothers and sisters and children and lands, with 
persecutions, and in the age to come eternal life. But 
many who are first will be last, and the last first. 
As modern followers of Jesus, we hear those words, and 

we aren’t shocked or surprised. But those who heard Jesus 
utter these words as he journeyed toward Jerusalem “were 
amazed, and those who followed him were afraid.”

Jesus was revolutionary. Not revolutionary in the sort of 
violent overthrow that some like to suggest. But he was 
revolutionary none-the-less. He shook his followers from 
their comfort, and he spoke against many of their pre-
conceived notions about what it meant to be his follower 
and a true child of God.

to make you comfortable. He came to love you, but he 
didn’t come to make you comfortable. In fact, until you 
are profoundly uncomfortable you probably can’t 
experience the totality of God’s love and grace, and you 
certainly can’t lead others to experience Christ in his 
fullness.

God’s word is a place of peace and refuge for all of his 
followers. However, if his Word is only a place of peace 
and refuge and is never a place of unrest and challenge, 
then you are probably practicing the same kind of 
selective hearing of which the apostles were often guilty. 
   As you journey toward Easter with your minds fixed 
on the empty tomb, be reminded that a comfortable God 
is no God at all. Change only comes through challenge, 
and the God who overcame death, hell, and the grave 
didn’t do so to leave the world unchanged. So, grow 
comfortable in discomfort and follow Jesus wherever he 
might lead. You might just see him do something 
amazing in you and the world around you.
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Worship	and	Discipleship By	Keven	Newsome
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As we approach Easter, I’d like to reflect on something 
that happened in the Garden of Gethsemane just hours 
before Jesus was crucified. It’s here that we see Jesus 
praying so intensely that he sweat drops of blood. Peter, 
James, and John accompanied him and were told to, 
“watch and pray so you don’t fall into temptation.” I was 
asked recently what Jesus meant by this, so I wanted to 
unpack that for everyone here.

The common misconception is that the “temptation” is 
to fall asleep, and that Jesus is scolding them for being so 
weak minded that they can’t pray for long durations 
without drifting off. Another view might see these 
disciples as a guard to protect Jesus while he concentrated 
on praying, and by falling asleep they were failing at the 
task.

Neither of these are the case at all. The word Jesus uses 
for “watch” is the same word used in Matthew 24:42 for 
“be on the alert.” The verse says, “Therefore be on the 
alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is 
coming.” It’s also the same word in 1 Peter 5:8, “Be of 
sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, 
prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to 
devour.” The most common use of this word in the Bible 
is in the context of vigilance, alertness, and surveillance in 
light of a potential enemy or unforeseen event.

Now if we reexamine what Jesus said to Peter, James, 
and John in the garden, adding to it what we know about 
Jesus’s own prayers in the garden, we get a better 
understanding. Jesus wants them to be alert for spiritual 
attack. He wants them to pray that they’ll be able to stand 
against the spiritual attack when it happens. Jesus is 
prepping them for what’s about to happen. He wants them 
to pray in the same way that HE’S praying in the garden
—to pray so fervently for spiritual strength for what’s to 
come that drops of blood leak from their pores. This is 
made even more clear when you read verse 42 in light of 
verse 38, “…remain here and watch with me.” This 
vigilance is not something they’re doing alone, it’s 
something Jesus has called them to join him in. Spiritual 
attack is coming. This moment in the garden is a time of 
spiritual preparation for all four of them. 

But the disciples can’t do it. They aren’t spiritually 
strong enough. The enemy is already there, lulling them to 
sleep by the weight of the emotional strain already upon 
them and soon to come. Luke makes it clear that they 
were under the influence of spiritual attack. Luke 22:45 
says that Jesus “found them sleeping from sorrow.”

What can we learn from this? We should learn the same 
lesson Paul learned. He said in 2 Corinthians 12:9, “And 
He has said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for 
power is perfected in weakness.’” Even though Jesus 
continued to encourage the disciples to follow his 
example in the garden, Jesus continued his praying 
despite their weakness. When they couldn’t pray for 
themselves, Jesus continued to pray. When they were 
weak, Jesus was strong.

God wants us to follow him in complete obedience, but 
there’s a comfort knowing that when we are weak, Jesus 
is still strong. When we fail, Jesus has already covered 
that failure on our behalf. It’s not an excuse to slack off or 
be negligent—Jesus kept coming back to check on his 
disciples—but it is a safety net that we can depend on. In 
our weakness, we see God’s grace the brightest. The less 
power we have on our own, the more God pours his 
power into us. 

As we strive to serve God better, we should know that 
when we fail God doesn’t frown upon us. So he pours out 
more of his power and grace that we might grow stronger 
and serve him better through our failure. It’s the sin he 
frowns upon, not us. It grieves him that sin continues to 
tempt us. It’s in these moments that God’s grace is seen 
the most, not the least.

If you need encouragement today, know that God sees 
you, he loves you, and in your weakness he will continue 
to be strong on your behalf. Take comfort in that and be 
encouraged.



Prime	Timers’	Ministry	 By	Buster	Morris
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I am always excited when the calendar reaches April. 
Gardening season is here. As everyone is aware of, I love 
my garden. I love to plant it, watch it grow, and then best 
of all I love to cook and enjoy the fruits (or you might say 
the vegetables) of my labors. But planting season also 
reminds me that it is always planting season when it 
comes to planting the seeds of God’s truth, the gospel. 
With the Easter season coming what a great opportunity 
to share the glorious Good News that Jesus saves. As we 
celebrate Christ’s victory over death, hell, and the grave. 
Let me encourage you to pick up the Three Circles 
pamphlet and look it over, read it, and study it. This is a 
great tool to help in sharing the greatest story ever! A 
great way to celebrate Easter would be to share the hope 
we have in the finished work of Christ.
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams

The children’s ministry of Malvern Hill is blessed to 
have a number of dedicated men who give their time in 
the discipleship of children. But, I am looking for some 
more. I want our children, especially our boys, to see 
Christian men serving God. I want our girls to see good 
examples of Christian men so that when it comes time for 
them to start dating, they will know what to look for and 
will not want to accept anything less. If you are a man 
who wonders if children’s ministry might be for you, 
please come see me. We’ll talk. 

We are told that no other religion suffers the enormous 
gender gap that troubles Christianity. Christian churches 
all over the world are asking: Where are the men? Women 
typically make up over 60 percent of the adults in a 
typical worship service in America. Congregations 
internationally report that there are ten women for every 
man in attendance. Volunteer ranks are heavily female. 
Attendance is not the only spiritual area in which 
Christian men trail Christian women. On the average men 
pray less, share their faith less, and read the Bible less.

We often do not think about this because it appears to 
not be the case. The church’s gender gap is often invisible 
because the top tier of church leadership is heavily male. 
It has been said that the modern church is an army of 
women led by a few male generals. I once had a friend 
who is a pastor tell me that the American Christian church 
would have to close its doors if Christian women decided 
they no longer wanted to serve. Men need the church, but 
perhaps more importantly, the church needs men. 
Research tells us that the presence of enthusiastic men 
within the church is one of the surest predictors of church 
health, giving, and growth. On the other hand a shortage 
of men is a sign that the church is in decline. 

Another sure sign of the strength of a church is the 
presence of children and youth. Both groups bring life and 
vitality to the church, but what has this got to do with the 
men of the church? It has been said that the vast majority 
of American children are being mentored in a feminine 
world. They grow up in homes, schools, and churches led 
and taught by women. Children have more than a 98 
percent chance that their primary school teachers, baby-
sitters, and day care providers will be women. The 
environment within the American churches is no different. 

It’s certainly time for the men to step up.We say that in 
teaching children, more is caught than taught. That alone 
makes me wonder how the world would be different if 
more men would step up in working with children. How 
would society change? It is obvious that there are things 
that women simply cannot teach children. We must have 
balance, especially in the discipleship of children. We 
must get our Kingdom priorities figured out. If it is 
important to Jesus, then surely it should be important to 
us. 
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GeneraFon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside

With summer just around the corner many of our 
teenagers will be seeking summer employment. Why? So 
they can earn money likely to spend on their hearts 
desires. Thus, as parents it’s time to talk to them about 
money. 

Consider this, the Bible mentions the topic of money 
often; it’s mentioned more in the gospels than heaven or 
hell, averaging 1 out of every 10 verses. Of the 38 
parables Jesus taught, 16 deal with the topic of money and 
possessions. If you’d like to teach your teens about this 
important topic begin with these principles:

1. Who owns the money?
2. What is money used for?
3. What are the dangers of loving it. 

 So who owns the money? The simplest truth is, God 
owns it all. Psalms 24:1 teaches us that the earth is the 
Lords and the fullness thereof. As one who earns money, 
you and your teens only manage what God has graciously 
provided. You must teach your teenager that the ability to 
earn money comes from God (1 Cor. 4:7). God gives to 
provide for his children. Yes, it was hard work and skill 
that earned that paycheck. But ask your teen, where do 
you get the activity of your limbs? Where do you get your 
mind? The answer again is God (James 1:17). 

 
Next, teach your teenagers that God blessed you with 

that active body that is able to do and a mind that’s able to 
think. He has kept you safe in order to fulfill a purpose in 
his kingdom. Money is to be an instrument of use for his 
glory and your good. Money is not something to be sought 
or hoarded, it’s a blessing to be stewarded. 

Lastly, teach your teenager the danger of money. 
Consider the account of the rich young ruler from 
Matthew 19. This young man was a great person but knew 
he lacked eternal life. Going to Jesus he asked how to get 
it and Jesus responds by telling him to sell all he has and 
come and follow him (19:21). But this young ruler can’t 
because his heart loved the stuff he purchased with his 
money more than it wanted eternal life. Even after 
acknowledging his need and finding Jesus, it’s stuff that 
keeps him from making Jesus his Lord and Savior. But 
what if you could pause the story at verse 21? 

 What would you say to that young man in that moment 
when he realizes his need for eternal life and yet is willing 
to auction it off to keep his possessions? Whatever your 
answer, go tell it to your teenager. Sit them down and 
have a real conversation about money, who’s it is, what 
it’s for, and how dangerous it is.  
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