
life be surprised to learn that you are a Christian, or does 
your lifestyle reflect your privileged position as a child of 
the King?

If your identity is rooted in worldly things, it will be a 
regularly changing identity. But, if your identity is rooted 
in Christ, you can be satisfied in whatever the world 
brings your way. When your identity is rooted in Christ, 
your spiritual home is built on the solid rock that is Jesus 
and your faith can withstand the storms of life.

Root yourself in Jesus and be known as his child. You 
may do many other things in this life, but your primary 
identity must always be linked to the one who died for 
you on Calvary.
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In the 1970s, police in Delray Beach, Florida picked up 
a woman known to her neighbors as “Garbage Mary.” 
Mary appeared to be delusional and destitute, she was 
clothed in rags and plundered through the garbage to eat. 
When they searched her two-bedroom apartment, 
authorities discovered that it was filled with trash. 
Garbage was found stuffed into her cabinets, stove, 
refrigerator, and bathtub.

It turns out that “Garbage Mary’s” true identity didn’t 
match up with her destitute ways. Mary was the daughter 
of a deceased lawyer, and was a certified millionaire. She 
owned oil fields in Kansas, Mobil Oil stock worth 
$400,000.00, and multiple large bank accounts.

“Garbage Mary’s” true identity was that of a 
millionaire, but she lived like a pauper. She was the child 
of wealth and privilege, but she lived off the trash of 
others.

How often are Christians just like that with their 
spiritual lives? In 1 John 3, we read,  

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we 
should be called children of God; and so we are.

Do you live as a child of the King? If people were to 
investigate your spiritual life, would they find evidence of 
your relationship with Jesus? Would the people in your 



    

Music	Ministry By	Keven	Newsome

Ok church. We need to talk. And before I begin, I want 
to acknowledge that what I’m about to address is not just 
something I’ve seen here, but something I’ve seen 
everywhere. I think it’s a cultural thing, though it’s 
certainly running rampant through every one of our 
churches.

I want to talk about the fact that none of you know how 
to sing.

At least that’s what everyone says, and I assure you it’s 
not true. How can an entire church of 250+ have only 
about twenty that will admit they can passably sing, and 
even a few of those are quick to decry their lack of talent? 
It’s just not true, I tell you. Every Sunday I hear 250+ 
singing as a body and it sounds great. Sure, there may be 
a few out of tune voices out there, but they are covered by 
the abundance of in tune voices.

So, let’s talk about it. Somewhere, somehow, someone 
has fed the people of our churches two lies that I want to 
address.

The first lie is that you sound bad when you sing. Our 
ears have become so accustomed to auto-tuned, digitally 
refined, professionals on the radio, that we’ve forgotten 
what it sounds like when the average person sings. It used 
to be that communities and families would gather and 
sing for fun just to pass the time. Now, everyone seems 
embarrassed to even hum. So here’s the truth. I find that 
about 90-95% of people who claim they sound bad when 
they sing actually sound perfectly fine and have no 
problem matching pitch. The real problem is they’ve been 
fed the lie that to sing means they must emulate that 
radio-perfect voices they hear every day. You don’t have 
to do that, and anyone who says otherwise doesn’t 
understand anything about singing, so you shouldn’t 
listen to their opinion anyway. They’ve been fed the same 
lie, and they’re taking it out on you. I promise…you 
sound much better than you think.

So stop being embarrassed about singing. Stop cringing 
when someone else sings, even if it’s out of jest. Stop 
holding yourself and everyone else you hear to a radio 
professional standard. And stop robbing yourself and 
others of the joy that comes from singing from the heart. 

The second lie is that you have to sound perfect to 
participate in the music ministry of the church. I’ve said 
it once and it bears saying again and again, I’ve never 
asked for good singers to sing in the choir. For one, as I 
just laid out in the above paragraph, “good singer” is 
incredibly subjective. Most people are actually good 
singers, even if they won’t admit it. Your voice doesn’t 
have to be trained to participate. In fact, I would say that 
the church choir is the means by which most lay people 
can become vocally trained.

So let’s look at it like that instead. Choir is where we 
train singers. We will teach you to have confidence. We 
will teach you improved tone. We will teach you 
improved pitch matching. We will teach you 
harmonizing. And we will teach you music reading skills. 
When I call for more choir members, I’m not calling for 
the trained and the elite to participate. I’m recruiting for 
our training program.

I’m glad we’ve had this talk. Though you say you can’t 
sing, I want you to know that you really can. Don’t be 
ashamed of singing for our Lord. Don’t tell others you 
can’t sing. Don’t tell others they can’t sing. Instead, let’s 
all enjoy praising God with our voices. Embrace it, don’t 
be ashamed of it. God made us a singing people and a 
singing church, and that’s worth embracing.
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Prime	Timers’	Ministry	 By	Buster	Morris

W

March has arrived and this is an exciting time in our 
church family. It’s BBQ time and the preparations are 
well underway. March 7th is the date. This will be our 
32nd BBQ. It’s become quite a tradition here at Malvern 
Hill. I realize with all the new members many are not 
familiar with this tradition and how to get involved, but let 
me assure you it’s not too late. For our newer folks, being 
involved is a great way of meeting our folks and there is 
no better way to get to know others than working and 
serving side by side. The fellowship is always great. The 
money that we make from the BBQ will help several 
ministries: youth, music, seniors, and missions. If you 
have any question on how you can help please contact me.

Our “Prime Timer” activities are off to a great start this 
month. On March 27, we will attend our first trip to 
NarroWay Christian Dinner Theater and we are excited 
about this opportunity. I’ve heard great reviews and we 
will enjoy the performance of “The Fourth Cross.” 

March 7 - Church BBQ
March 12 - Karesh Wing Ministry at 2:30 PM
March 19 - Senior Supper at 6:00 PM
March 26 - Springdale Ministry at 2:30 PM
March 27 - NarroWay leaving church at 4:00 PM  

Upcoming Events

Mission	Emphasis:		Annie	Armstrong anniearmstrong.com
The North American Mission Board (NAMB) exists to 

help every church take its next step in missions and 
encourage every believer to live on mission. NAMB’s 
mission field is the U.S., Canada and the U.S. territories 
of Puerto Rico, Virgin Islands, Guam and American 
Samoa. This region contains diverse ethnic groups, 
languages and religions. Approximately 269 million 
people in North America do not have a relationship with 
Jesus Christ. 

Through your gifts to the Annie Armstrong Easter 
Offering and the Cooperative Program, NAMB supports 
more than 5,000 missionaries and more than 3,800 
chaplains who serve in difficult places where the gospel is 
often not welcome. 

Through Send Network, we help Southern Baptists plant 
new churches. In the last 100 years, SBC churches in 
proportion to population has dropped. More than 900 
close their doors annually. By partnering with churches to 
train and deploy church planting missionaries, NAMB’s 
goal is to help Southern Baptists plant 1,200 new 
churches annually. 

NAMB helps plant churches everywhere in North 
America with a special emphasis in cities where more 
than 80 percent of North Americans live. Missionaries 
focus on reaching multiple international and native people 
groups. Another focus is planting churches for military 
communities and near college campuses. In 2016, NAMB 
launched Send Relief. Just as Southern Baptist Disaster 
Relief matches urgent needs with volunteers who bring 
help, Send Relief is expanding that to equip churches in 
addressing poverty, refugees, foster care and adoption, 
and human trafficking. We’re now establishing Send 
Relief regional ministries to meet needs and offer long 
and short-term volunteer opportunities. 

Church Goal: $5,000.00Church Goal: $5,000.00
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams

S

Vacation Bible School will be June 8-12 this year. The 
theme is Concrete and Cranes – Building On the Love of 
Jesus. Our motto will be, “Jesus! Our strong foundation!”, 
and our theme verse will be, “I am sure of this, that He 
who started a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Philippians 
1:6). The emphasis will be to show children the 
foundation that lasts as they discover that skyscrapers are 
not the only thing needing a rock-solid foundation. 

One thing that I love about VBS is that the kids come to 
us. We don’t have to go out and find them. When they 
come, most of them are excited to be there. We ask that 
you begin praying now for the children who will attend 
and their families. Please pray that our church will make 
an impact for Christ in the community through VBS. 

This year’s Vacation Bible School theme is about 
building a Christian foundation. Parents, you have the 
opportunity to be the major influence in building that 
foundation in the lives of your children. I tend to talk 
about this a lot, but that is because it is so important; 
however, oftentimes we are given the problem but not the 
solution. Below are some questions parents can answer to 
help them know they are doing all they can to help their 
children build that foundation. I’m sure there are more we 
could think of, but I think this is a good start. 

• Is Christ really first in your life? Does your 
relationship with Him control what you do with your time 
and money? What about your attitude?

• Do you model what a Christian should be like? Can 
people tell the difference between you and those who 
aren’t saved? Is your marriage different than those who 
aren’t saved?

• Have you made your family a priority after your 
relationship with God? How much time do you actually 
spend with them? (I’m not talking about spending time 
watching them play sports or other activities. I’m talking 
about your time spent actually interacting with your 
children and spouse.)

• Do you spend time teaching your children about the 
Bible? Do they see you reading the Bible? Do you talk 
about what the Bible says? When they are upset about 
something that has happened to them, do you discuss how 
the Bible says we are to respond? 

• Are you really connected to the church? By this I mean 
have you made yourself truly a part by getting involved in 
the life of the church? Children can “read” attitudes much 
better than most people think. They will know if you are 
just going through the motions. 

• Do you regularly attend the church, or do you allow 
other things to get in the way of your church attendance? 
Children will know what you think is important by what 
you give your time to. 

• Do you encourage your children to have Godly 
influences in their lives? One of the ways this happens or 
doesn’t happen is by what you say about church leaders 
and other Christians. Do you tear down other Christians? 
Children have “big” ears, and they are always listening. 

• Do you pray with and for your children on a regular 
basis? By talking (praying) to God with your children 
present, you are showing them that to you prayer is 
important.

• Do you serve others with your children? Do you 
explain to them that you are doing this to glorify God?

There is no such thing as a perfect parent. If you don’t 
think this is so, wait until your children reach adulthood. 
If they are like mine, they will be more than happy to 
share things that happened over the years to prove it. If 
you are like I was, you know those days will come, but 
you always want to know that you have done the best that 
you can. Parenting, I believe, is the toughest job in the 
world, and yet it can be the most rewarding. I pray for 
you, parents.

Upcoming Events

April 1 - Passover Meal
April 8 - Preschool Easter Egg Hunt
April 9 - Flashlight Egg Hunt
April 19 - VBS Staff Meeting
June 8-12 - Vacation Bible School
July 6-10 - Camp Longridge
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GeneraGon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside
When Tiger Woods was 8-years old, his father asked 

Jack Nicholas this question: "How do I teach Tiger to hit 
the golf ball straight?" Jack replied, "There's no way to 
teach an 8-year old the complexities of the golf swing; 
he's too young, and his body isn't mature enough to learn 
the complicated muscle movements required to hit 
straight." Frustrated, Tiger's father asked, "Well, what 
should I do then?" Jack replied, "Teach him to hit it as far 
as he can, and when he gets old enough, we'll talk about 
straight…" 

As parents, we want our kids to love Jesus and "hit it 
straight." But many may be too young to grasp the 
complexities of what that means. So what should you 
teach them? To hit it hard, to follow Jesus with all they 
have now, and when they are old enough, begin teaching 
them the complex things, and that starts with reading the 
Bible. How do you begin? 

First, make it a priority in your life; and read it with a 
notebook and pencil. Show your kids that both studying 
(hard) and understanding (straight) the Bible is essential. 

Below are six questions I use when I read the Bible, 
followed by an explanation of each: 

1. What is the context of the passage?
2. What does this passage teach me about God? 
3. What does this passage teach me about fallen humanity 
(humanity's need)?
4. What does this passage say about my need for Jesus and 
God's grace?
5. What does God want me to know, and what does he 
want me to do?

What is the context? 

Context is geographical; it's the connections between 
where you are, have been, and are going. It's finding the 
seams that join one passage to the next, and when you see 
them, you can link passages together so you can get a 
bigger and more precise picture of what God is saying. 
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What does this passage teach me about God? 

Is this passage teaching me about his justice, provision, 
power, knowledge, presence, care, timing, patience, or 
love? Every passage has information about God, find it, 
and if you can't fully grab hold, reread, and keep reading, 
it's there. 

What does this passage teach me about fallen humanity?

What does it say about man's sinful nature and need for 
a Savior? Doing the work of determining what the 
passage says about God leads naturally to what it says 
about fallen humanity. For example: if the passage is 
teaching about God's justice, then you know it's talking 
about man's need for forgiveness. 

What does this passage say about Christ? 

Again, determining the answers for questions 1, 2, and 
3 allows for a smooth transition to Christ as we have all 
of God's promises and benefits in him. For example: read 
Philippian 4. There you learn that worry, need, and 
provision is all available in Christ Jesus (Phil. 4:7, 13, 
19). If you get stuck trying to find Jesus in a passage, ask 
yourself what makes grace a necessity in this passage? 
Grace will lead you straight to Jesus every time. 

What does God want me to know and do? 

As you answer the first four, the know and do, come 
naturally by applying what you've learned to your life. 
Reading the Bible must be transformational. It must be 
applied in order to transform. Without application, you 
miss the blessing of reading and understanding God's 
word (Rom. 12:1-2). 

With time, you'll master this method. Then, teach it to 
your kids. Show them how to hit it hard and then with 
time, straight. 

Show them that it takes both time and effort. Show them 
that it's worth it. 
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3-1      Julie Jordan
3-2      Evan Arthur
3-3      Henry Dowey
3-4      Angie McKoy
3-5      Jessica Brown
           Elijah Knopp
           Stacey McGee
           Scott Taylor
3-8      Nick Arrington
           Huter McCaskill
3-9      Mary Mathis
3-11    John Pierce Sparks
           Clay Williams
3-13    Mandy Odom
3-16    Brenda Tarte
3-17    Devon L’Elie
           Barbara Lyles
3-22    Paisley Dowey
3-23    Clara Fenton
           Forest Jones
3-25    Cooper Taylor
           Griffin Thomas
3-26    Diane Johnson
3-29    Layla Galuppi
           Kennerly Johnstone
3-30    Savannah Odom
3-31    Faith Grant
           Glenn Harp
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Next Steps 
Class

Equipping 
Studies

3-5  Ricky and Darlene Ham
3-14 Michael and Tamara Thomas
3-17 David and Beata Hance
3-21 Lanny and Leigh Gunter
3-29 Dave and Diane Spradley
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