
will focus on working our way through the Bible next 
year.

I’m writing about this now because I want you to 
prepare. Bible reading guides and other resources will be 
available for you at the church building and on our 
website. If you regularly read through the Bible, I’m glad 
we will do it together next year. If you have never read 
through the entire Bible, 2021 can be the year that you 
finally do it. If you will commit 15 minutes per day to 
reading your Bible, you can finish it a year. And, even if 
that seems hard, remember, you won’t be alone. 

I don’t know what God has in store for 2021, but I know 
that if we commit to spending the year immersed in his 
word, we will grow closer to him and look more like him 
at the end of 2021 than we do today.

Join me in 2021 reading, preaching, and immersed in 
The Whole Story.
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Merry Christmas.

This is my favorite time of year and I hope that each and 
every one of you find a way to make this Christmas 
season special. Because of COVID-19 and the many 
restrictions that it has brought into our lives, the Christmas 
activities at our church will be significantly different than 
they have been in the past. 

2020 is certainly different and challenging. But, as I 
preached last Sunday, it is Christmas anyway and we will 
celebrate as a church family. The struggle and strain of 
this year doesn’t stop the work of Christ. Just as the 
situation into which Jesus was born was difficult for Mary 
and Joseph, so too does the celebration of this Christmas 
come in a difficult time. But difficulties on earth do not 
hinder God’s work. Yes. 

This is a hard year, but it is Christmas anyway and we 
will celebrate Jesus!

As excited as I am about Christmas, I am already 
looking forward to 2021. I believe that 2021 may be one 
of the greatest years in the history of our church. There are 
no fancy new programs or initiatives. In the coming year, 
we will focus on one thing: The Whole Story of God’s 
Word from beginning to end.

Beginning in January 1 of this year, we are encouraging 
everyone in our church to read through the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation. In addition, we will preach through 
the entire Bible in 2021 and our LifeGroup curriculum 
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Worship	and	Discipleship By	Keven	Newsome

Twenty-twenty has been a tough year. Everyone knows 
that. What everyone knows personally but may not fully 
realize others feel the same, is how emotionally draining 
this year has been. Everyone is tired. Joy is hard to come 
by. Nothing seems to work out like we’d like, and we’re 
no longer surprised to be disappointed.

I’m disappointed we won’t be doing a big, multi-
generational, Christmas cantata this year. I had an idea, 
but the logistics of it were just too much to pull off. The 
truth is, even as I tried to make plans, there was concern 
about the health and safety of doing it inside. Our 
Christmas cantata is one of the highest attended events we 
have each year. We were being told that Covid-19 might 
spike around the holidays, which meant I was planning 
with the reality it could be canceled. It just became so 
complicated for all the gears to work together to do a 
program which may not even get to happen.

We made the decision to put our energies into something 
else. Instead of a big cantata, we’re adding a bonfire carol 
fellowship, and we’re going to add more to the 
Candlelight service than we’ve had in the past. It’s 
certainly not the Christmas celebration we wanted.

In a year that’s difficult to find good things to celebrate, 
I’m struck by the one good thing God has blessed us all 
with. He made us slow down. He gave us space to breathe, 
to deal with personal issues we’ve been putting on the 
back burner, to find ways to connect with our families 
when we’ve been unable to connect with friends. And 
when we do finally get to connect with friends, it’s far 
more meaningful, even if we do have to stay six feet 
away.

Most years we do lots of things during Christmas, like 
going to ballets, concerts, plays, movies, and parties. 
When we’re not filling our off-time with things to do, 
we’re making travel plans to see distant family, friends, or 
take fall vacations. Maybe we’re the ones hosting family. 
All those things are good things, I’m not saying they’re 
not. I enjoy each one of those things, but over time, 
busyness begins to push out some of the more intimate 
and important things of Christmas. It happens so subtly 
and gradually that we don’t notice. We get to the end of 
Christmas out of breath, feeling like we’ve never properly 
celebrated Christmas as it should have been.

As we approach this Christmas season, we are forced 
to slow down, which means we have an opportunity to 
relearn how to focus on Christ, family, and friends. We 
have the opportunity to spend more time pondering the 
wonder of advent. We even have a chance to handle the 
business we have with God that we’ve been ignoring or 
putting off. What better time to get our hearts retuned 
toward the things of God than Christmas.

This year we’ve been given a gift, a chance to dial 
much of the busyness back. As we do, we can take some 
breathing room and reset ourselves to the true joy of 
Christmas. We can relearn what it means to spend time 
with friends and family, basking in the beauty of the 
manger of Christ. Then next year, hopefully we can add 
back the other things with a new perspective. How might 
our Christmas celebration change? What new traditions 
might we begin as a family or even as a church?

This year may not be the Christmas we wanted, but 
maybe it’s the Christmas we need.
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Prime	Timers’	Ministry	 By	Buster	Morris

W

Can you believe it’s already December? I know most of 
us are saying “let’s get 2020 behind us and move on to 
better things!” We know that Christmas will be 
approached differently this year because of where we find 
our nation. But, it’s still a wonderful time to reflect on 
God’s greatest gift and the opportunity to gather and 
fellowship with family and friends. Thinking of this, we 
will seek to have our annual Christmas fellowship this 
year. I know that there are some of our folks that are still 
uncomfortable with gathering, and we certainly respect 
that. But for those that would like to attend, we will go 
forward with the fellowship. We will treat it much like we 
did Thanksgiving dinner and adhere to the same 
guidelines. More information will be coming to you in the 
coming days. We are planning to host this fellowship 
Thursday, December 10 at 5:30 PM. The church will 
provide the food, and you will be asked to bring 
individually wrapped desserts. I know we all have great 
concerns about where we find our nation this Christmas 
season, but we must not let it rob us of our eternal hope 

that is found in Christ. So, may our hearts and minds turn 
to God’s word and his gifts as we celebrate this joyous 
season. 

Isaiah 9:6 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the 
government shall be upon his shoulder, and his name 

shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams

S

I would like to thank those who gave cards, flowers, 
gifts, and kind words for pastor appreciation. While, of 
course, no one should serve God with the intent of getting 
recognized, I think everyone would like to have their work 
acknowledged. All of those who were involved in pastor 
appreciation were adults. I say this because while I am 
grateful, I admit that there is another group within the 
church whose appreciation touches me much more. They 
are the children.

Children show who others are to them in different ways 
than adults. It may come from the child who constantly 
interrupts to say, “I love you, Mrs. Rhonda,” or from the 
shy child who would never say the words out loud but will 
send a note that says simply, “You Rock!” Sometimes the 
comments are hilarious such as ones from a child recently 
who told Robert he was a very lucky man because Mrs. 
Rhonda makes the best cupcakes ever. Certainly a 
different kind of appreciation, but I will take it.

I believe that God is pleased with those of us who work 
with children within the church. I know some would 
disagree, but I truly believe that children are the most 
important group of people within the church. After serving 
in children’s ministry for over 35 years, I still believe 
what I believed in the beginning. Serving God by serving 
children is the best blessing God can give. Thank you, 
God, for the children.

Missions Projects
During the month of November on Wednesday nights, 

the children were involved in three mission projects. The 
first was packing 50 Operation Christmas Child boxes, the 
second was packing 100 Sacks of Love bags, and the third 
was stuffing candy in bags for a nursing home. We learned 
that God provides, and we are to imitate Him. He is the 
giver, thus, we are to give to others. Some would consider 
these such small acts, but I believe God will use them to 
glorify Him.

Children’s Worship
As of right now, I believe we will be able to return to 

Children’s Worship in January. We have slowly put the 
things that we do with and for children back in place. 
Because of its nature, I did not want to do children’s 
worship until I thought we could do it like we used to. 
Please pray that things will continue to go well so that we 
can start back. We will have updates closer to the restart 
date.

Jesus’ Birthday Party
The children’s ministry will hold its annual Jesus’ 

Birthday Party on Wednesday, December 9 from 6:00 
until 7:00 PM. This is for all the children who have 
attended on Wednesday evenings regardless of age as well 
as any other children age 4 and older. Parents, if you have 
a child who is younger that would like to attend, please 
see me.



GeneraFon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside

The word friend is used too often to describe people 
who are not friends; we use it to flippantly. I believe you 
have between 2 and 5 real friends. Why is this important? 
Those we identify as friends greatly influence our lives. 
Learn who your real friends are and teach your students to 
identify theirs, those right and good for them. Because 
friends have a powerful influence on what they do and 
who they become.  

Begin by identifying who is right; those that make you 
look more like Jesus. Paul told the Corinthian church, 
“Bad company ruins good morals” (1Cor. 15:33). He is 
speaking to the church about keeping company with 
people who deny the resurrection of Christ, those that are 
not Christian. The message is simple; people who don’t 
believe in Jesus corrupt by making you not like Jesus. 
Consider this, when it comes to people you might call 
friends, all are either making you more like Jesus or 
leading you away from Jesus. There is no gray area.

Use this exercise for yourself, and then do it with your 
students.

Make a list of those you may call friends either on paper 
or in your mind. Now, go down the list and put a 
checkmark next to those making you more like Jesus and 
leave blank those leading you away from Christ. 
Remember, there’s no gray area. It quickly becomes clear 
who you should be around and who you shouldn’t. 
Personally, one of my greatest past regrets is knowing 
there are those, if asked, that would not put a check by my 
name saying I made them look more like Jesus. The 
reality is, you have a list, but likewise, you are on a list 
made by others. Think about that—do those lists have a 
check by your name? If not, what do you need to do?

Now, with your list, let’s whittle it down further. Think 
of the worst mistake you could make. The worst situation 
you could potentially create. Now that you’re in the worst 
position imaginable, whom would you call for help? Who 
would you tell that worst sin to because you needed them? 
As you think this through, you begin to realize 
your real friends are fewer than you think because you 
would only want a few to know. For me, the list is two 
people. After I told our pastors, I would call two men. 
They are my friends—those you would call are yours. If 
those people don’t know you feel that way about them, 
you need to let them know.  
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Find out who your friends are, then teach your students 
likewise. Make it a point to thank God for all the ways he 
has blessed you, but specifically, thank God for your 
friends. 

Progressive Dinner
Progressive Dinner will be held December 5 at 4:00 

PM. It will look a little different, as it will be held entirely 
outside, at 3 locations, all in the Peckwoods 
neighborhood. We will begin at the Taylor’s house and 
then walk to the Egbon's, back to the Taylor's, and 
conclude at Kensie McGee's grandmother's house (Sandra 
Mozingo). Her home is across the road from Diana and 
Miles Taylor.

There will not be a gift exchange, only food and 
fellowship. Please have your students dropped off at the 
Taylors no later than 4:00 PM. Please pick them up no 
later than 6:15 PM at Sandra Mozingo's. 

If all goes well, we will spend approximately 30 
minutes at each location, progressing down the hill as we 
go. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
me by phone or email. 
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Happy Birthday

Happy 
Anniversary

Naomi	
LuncheonD

7

12-2  Malorie Bantum
12-4  Tommy Jordan

 Becca Grace Williams
12-6  Buddy Hyatt

 Diane Spradley
12-7  Madison Grant

 Cody Taylor
 Michael Williamson

12-12  Bill Andrews
12-13  Trey Stephens
12-15  Michael Arrington

 Cheryl Colvin
 Emmaline Sparks

12-17  Kaitlyn Anderson
 Cooper Morris

12-19  Neva Arrington
 Carmen Bean
 Beth Faulkenberry
 Riley Hendrix

12-21  Alyssa Faulkenberry
12-23  Ryggs Wilson
12-25  James Wilson
12-26  Zinda Hayes

 Mary Simmons
 Opal Simmons
 Ryker Wilson

12-27  Staci Hyatt
 Koi Knopp

12-28  Glenda Kniphfer
12-29  Jill Snipes

 Gregg Williams
12-30  Cheyenne Anderson
12-31  Loucas L’Elie

12-13
12-23
12-24
12-30

 Chad & Denee Hayes
 Jay & Marty Huggins
 Phillip & Tabatha Knopp
 Tom & Cheri Austin

Budget and 
Finance, 
Deacon 
Meeting

Next Steps
Class

Christmas 
Carols and 

Bonfire

Candlelight 
Service

Christmas 
Eve Service

Women’s 
Craft Party

Progressive 
Dinner

Outdoor
Movie Night

Senior 
Christmas 
Fellowship

Christmas 
Caroling at 

Steeplechase

Jesus’ 
Birthday 

Party
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