
for its inhabitants. The first Thanksgiving was not a 
secular event because the Pilgrims were not secular. Their 
gratitude was directed at the God of the Bible and no 
other.

Thanksgiving is going to be different this year. Some 
will not gather because of COVID-19. Others will gather 
in smaller groups or in different ways. But, regardless of 
how COVID-19 affects your Thanksgiving tradition, do 
not allow this scourge of our society to dim your thanks 
toward the God who blesses and sustains you.

We celebrate Thanksgiving because we serve a 
generous and loving heavenly Father. Regardless of the 
situation in which we find ourselves this year or any other 
year, let us never neglect to show thankfulness toward our 
benevolent Heavenly Father.
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Earlier this year a new book was released by John G. 
Turner titled, They Knew They Were Pilgrims: Plymouth 
Colony and the Contest for American Liberty. In this 
important new book, Turner tells the story of the 
Plymouth Colony from the time of religious dissent in 
Europe to the founding of and care of Plymouth Colony. 
As Thanksgiving approaches, the story of the first 
Thanksgiving held by the Pilgrims of Plymouth Colony 
will be re-told over and over again. The stories are often 
filled with some exaggeration and myth, but the truth 
remains the same.

The first settlers of Plymouth Colony were a group of 
religious dissidents who fled their homeland to find 
religious freedom. What they found was hardship and 
pain. Within the first year after leaving England, half of 
the original passengers of the Mayflower were dead. But, 
they knew they were pilgrims. They knew to whom they 
belonged and they trusted God with their future.

The first Thanksgiving was not a monumental event for 
Plymouth Colony. It was a harvest festival that included 
their Native American allies, and it was a celebration of 
God’s bounty and blessing. In spite of terrible hardship, 
God had sustained this fledgling colony and had provided 
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Worship	and	Discipleship By	Keven	Newsome

One of the things that concerns me every election year, 
is how many Christians equate conservative political 
ideals with their faith. Taking this a step further, some 
even equate their patriotic duty with their faith. In other 
words, somewhere along the way, many Christians have 
mixed their allegiances to the Kingdom of God and to our 
nation. They might say, to be a good Christian you must 
be a good patriot.

This is backwards, and to explain the difference, we 
need to talk about what it means to be a citizen of the 
Kingdom of God. When we become Christians, our 
allegiance changes to put Christ as number one in our 
lives. This means that Christ comes before family, friends, 
and even country. Christ comes before politics and 
politicians. Christ is and will always be number one in our 
lives, as he should be. When Christ comes first, 
everything else becomes downstream. We are citizens of 
the Kingdom of God before we are citizens of our nation. 
Being a good patriot to our country doesn’t make us better 
Christians, rather it’s the opposite. Being a good patriot to 
the Kingdom of God makes us better Americans. But 
when put to the test, when asked to choose, we are 
citizens of the Kingdom of God first and Jesus Christ is 
our king.

We must apply this to the election. Let us first realize 
and proclaim that our king is on his throne and can never 

be removed. What happens in our country is either at the 
discrection of or allowed by our king Jesus Christ. 
Nothing can happen in this election without God’s 
approval first. The king of our primary citizenship is in 
total control. He has told us what to believe in the bible, 
and it’s here that we should run to when anything is in 
question. As Christians, we can have peace and comfort 
in this, regardless of the election outcome. 

When our citizenship to the Kingdom of God is 
primary, it supersedes all other allegiances. So this is 
where we should find ourselves as citizens of the United 
States, to which our allegiance is secondary. Politics 
shouldn’t inform our faith, rather we should run to the 
bible to inform our politics. Our patriotic duty shouldn’t 
dictate how we live out our faith, rather our faith should 
dictate how we live out our patriotic duty.

There may come a time where politics and country fail 
us. In fact, the bible says that in the last days it will 
certainly happen. When it does, Christians will have to 
choose publicly one kingdom over another. But as 
Christians, we should have already chosen the Kingdom 
of God over any kingdom of this world the moment we 
gave our allegiance to Christ.

Live higher than politics. Live greater than American 
patriotism. Live like you are an heir of the Kingdom of 
God – because you are.
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Prime	Timers’	Ministry	 By	Buster	Morris

W

I don’t know about you, but we are entering into one of 
my favorite seasons. The Thanksgiving season just seems 
to bring a warm feeling, and it’s not just about the food. 
Yes, we remember the sacrifices of those early pilgrims 
and what they must have experienced, the hardships and 
difficulties. But, my mind turns to family and friends. 
With the busyness of our lives, it’s just good to slow down 
for a couple of days and enjoy the season with family and 
friends. A special part of that time is the time I share here 
celebrating the season with my church family. 

I realize that in the uncertain times and the unrest we are 
experiencing as a nation with the pandemic, this 
Thanksgiving is somewhat different. But what is not 
uncertain is that our God is still on His throne and none 
of this caught Him by surprise. While these are difficult 
days, we still have much to be thankful for. My prayer is 
that not only will I take time to stop and listen to what 

God has to say to me during these unusual times, but that 
I also remember during this Thanksgiving season to have 
a thankful heart.

 Psalm 100:1-5
  Shout with joy to the LORD, all the earth! Worship the 
LORD with gladness. Come before him, singing with joy. 
 Acknowledge that the LORD is God! He made us, and we 

are his. We are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
 Enter his gates with thanksgiving; go into his courts with 
praise. Give thanks to him and praise his name. For the 
LORD is good. His unfailing love continues forever, and 

his faithfulness continues to each generation. 
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams

S

We are focusing on thankfulness during our Wednesday 
evening Bible Club meetings this month. To kick this off, 
we packed 50 Operation Christmas Child boxes, and we 
will pack some Sacks of Love bags during the month of 
November. Because it is not enough to just do these 
things, the children are learning why we do them. They 
are learning that the reason we give to others is because 
God has given so much to us (James 1:5), and we are to be 
imitators of God (Ephesians 5:1). The giving that we do is 
to glorify Him (Matthew 5:16) and is not to bring 
attention to ourselves. Jesus told us we are to be the light 
of the world (Matthew 5:14), and we are to love one 
another (John 13:34). The Bible also tells us in Acts 20:35 
that it is more blessed to give than to receive. One thing 
we will focus on is praying for the children who will 
receive both Operation Christmas Child boxes and Sacks 
of Love.

Thank you to all our LifeGroup teachers and those who 
are helping on Wednesday evenings. During this time of 
Covid, many children’s ministry teachers/workers across 
the country have chosen not to come back. In some cases, 
there are good reasons for that, but, as I am hearing, in 
many cases it is just an excuse. I am grateful and thankful 
for each of you and your devotion to the children!

Reminder

Parents, please remind your children who are three and 
older that they are to wear masks on Sunday mornings 
during LifeGroups. Our children are doing a pretty good 
job wearing them, but I’ve noticed that some of the masks 
are too big and are causing frustration for some of the kids 
because they are struggling to keep the masks on their 
faces. If you are finding it hard to find a mask that fits, I 
have disposable children’s masks that I can give them 
when they come into the children’s wing.



GeneraFon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside
Hebrews 12:11

No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful. 
Later on, however, it produces a harvest of righteousness 

and peace for those who have been trained by it.
Discipline your teenager by resetting them daily. 

Someday, they will thank you for it. 
My parents live in Spartanburg, SC. Every so often, we 

get the chance to ride up and spend some time with them. 
Betsy and I have gotten into the habit of saving things to 
talk about for the ride. It would be easy to call or text and 
get the answers to the questions we have, but we don't. 
For certain things, we wait for that ride. 

I challenge you to do the same with your teenager. 
Why? They need you to reset them. Teenagers need 
engagement, they need to have your questions asked, and 
they need to respond. They need to know how and what 
you’re thinking. Teenagers need to be disconnected from 
the world socially, connected to you, and reset. Cell 
phones and social media are not going away anytime 
soon. But as a parent, you must think through what it 
means for your child to have a phone 24 hours a day. 

Think about this, back in the day, most of us asked out 
or were asked out by someone we talked to on a phone 
with a cord (and it may have even spun). We grew up and 
were either limited or were without a cell phone 
altogether. That meant we only experienced our peers' 
culture at school, and immediately after, then we went 
home.  

There at home is where the magic happened, and we 
didn't even know it. When we got home, like it or not, we 
were culturally reset by our parents. We left our peers' 
influence behind and became influenced only by our home 
and parents. We were told to stop talking like you're
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around your friends. Tuck your shirt in, say please ma'am 
and yes sir, and we were told no. A lot. If we didn't like 
something, tough. You did it, ate it, watched it, or listened 
to it anyway. We left the culture and influence of our 
peers because we left them. We were reset.  

That is no longer the case. Teenagers today never stop 
hanging out with their friends. They are never not 
connected to them. They are constantly influenced by 
their messages, likes, and uploads, pictures, memes, and 
all manner of other things. Teens with phones have 
created a world where no one has anything to say because 
the moment they think it, they post, share, or text it. 

The life your teenager lives and the environment they 
enter every day is entirely unlike our experience. Six to 
eight hours per day, most of our students go to a school 
where they enter a warzone of influence, temptation, and 
acceptance. They come home and carry in their hands that 
same experience because they never leave it behind, they 
never unplug, and they are never reset.

Why is this a problem? The culture your teenager lives 
in, is influenced by, and seeks to fit into, is wholly created 
and cultivated by people under 18. Think about that. 
Without being reset by their parents, the influence never 
stops; they live continually thinking about and reacting to 
their peers.

What do you do? Reset them! When they come home, 
make them be at home. When you—mom and dad—come 
home, you be home too. Yes, that's right, they may be 
glued to their phone because you are glued to yours. As a 
family, make your time at home a time to reset from the 
world and just be home, together. Discipline yourself, and 
your teen, and you both will be grateful. 
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Happy 
Anniversary

Naomi	
LuncheonD
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11-1   Jason Jordan
11-4 Dave Spradley
11-6 Dora Jane Barwick
11-7 Caleb Egbon

Michell Holden
11-9 Judy Kambeitz 

Zoey Young
11-11 Jack Jordan

Ann Martin
11-12 Dustin Anderson
11-14 Pat Lantz

Beverly Taylor
11-16 Landon Garbade

Adam Whiteside
11-17 Carl Kambeitz

Granger Morgan
Amy Morris

11-19 Rachel Blackburn
11-21 Zach Knopp
11-22 Brice McKoy
11-23 Brenda Young
11-25 Ashley Brewington

Charlotte Morris
Becca Sparks

11-26 Janice Arledge
Johnny Morris
Abby Tarte

11-27 Turner Roberts
11-28 Autumn Oddie

Caroline Oddie
11-29 Ashley Dowey
11-30 Madison Egbon

11-2
11-9
11-19
11-23
11-24

11-26

Billy and Grace Holden
Nick and Sara Ward
Jamie and Chelsey Boykin
James and Patsy Brogdon
Buster and Charlotte Morris
Quay and Brenda Young
Mike and Dora Jane Barwick

Budget and 
Finance, 
Deacon 
Meeting

Thanksgiving 
Fellowship

OCC 
Collection

Parent/
Child 

Dedication

Lord’s 
Supper
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