October 2020

By Craig Thompson

From the Pastor’s Desk
Fall has finally arrived. With it, we have not seen the
return to normal that we all would like to see, but things
are improving. COVID continues to affect our lives in
significant ways, but we have returned to LifeGroups on
campus, football season is actually happening, and
thankfully we are experiencing some nice fall
temperatures.
Normally, October brings with it the planning for and
expectation of a large fall festival here at Malvern Hill.
Though we plan to do a scaled down trunk or treat of
some sort, we understand that a fall festival like we have
had in the past is not an option for this year.
However, just because we will not be hosting a largescale fall festival, evangelism opportunities have not
ended. During the month of October, we will be engaging
in a prayer emphasis called Light the Night. Our goal is to
spend each Sunday in October praying for one of the four
subjects listed below. On October 31, we will join
together in praying for an awakening within our
community. Also on October 31, you will all be given
cards to pass out to trick-or-treaters at your home or here
on our church campus that let them know we have been
praying for them and for our community.
• Unity in our community- We are praying for racial
and political tensions to be healed.
• Wisdom for our leaders- We are praying for local,
state, and national leaders to seek wisdom to lead well.
• Safety during COVID-19- We are praying for the
citizens of our community to remain safe and for a
COVID-19 cure and/or vaccine to be developed soon.

Revival among our churches- We are praying for the
churches of Kershaw county to become more
committed to the Bible, dependent upon the Holy
Spirit, and more like Jesus in all we do.
• Awakening in our community- We are praying for
the members of our community to be open to the good
news of Jesus Christ.
Other churches in our county will be joining with us in
this effort. Our goal? We hope to see the Lord move in
Kershaw County and the surrounding areas. We know that
life is different, but God is still at work and we want to
join with him in his work. This October, join with us as
we seek to Light the Night. If you can welcome trick-ortreaters to your home, then please stay home and greet
them in the name of Jesus. If you would like to participate
in our trunk-or-treat here, there will be room for you to
greet people in the name of Jesus.
If my people who are called by my name humble
themselves, and pray and seek my face and turn from their
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive
their sin and heal their land. – 2 Chronicles 7:14
•
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Worship and Discipleship

By Keven Newsome

I’ve been thinking a lot about mental health lately.
Mental health experts all over the world are decrying that
our society is facing an unprecedented mental health crisis
due to the pandemic. History gives evidence of this in that
pandemics are always paired with social upheaval. Take,
for example, the Spanish Flu of 1918, which is often cited
in comparison to Covid-19. What you may not know is
that in the Summer of 1919, immediately following the
loosening of quarantine restrictions, the world saw the
bloodiest Summer of racial tension since the American
Civil War, and we haven’t seen its like since. Historians
have named the Summer of 1919 the “Red Summer.”
Granted there were lots of other mitigating issues, having
just come out of World War I, but the quarantine of the
Spanish Flu no doubt compounded mental health issues
and cultivated social upheaval.
Much like today. We’ve seen our fair share of social
upheaval and we’re bound to see much more before the
end of the year. This election cycle stands to be one of the
most tumultuous we’ve ever seen. I’m not writing this to
talk about politics…I want to put a spotlight on the mental
health issues that may be driving much of what we’re
seeing and perhaps much of what you are feeling.
I heard it said back in June that the entire world was
going through the Five Stage of Grief: denial, anger,
bargaining, depression, and acceptance. But there was one
catch – everyone was going through those stages at
different times. Sure we could see great swaths of people
caught up in one stage together, but not everyone…which
is why so many people are at different places mentally
concerning the pandemic. Not only that, but it’s been
much like being confined to a hospital waiting for the fate
of a loved one. The stress and anxiety are there, but you
don’t know when it’s going to end. Except now we’ve
been waiting in that hospital for seven months.
To recap those stages:
1) From February to April we saw a lot of denial about
the severity of the virus.
2) Beginning in May and lasting through early July we
saw angry mobs lashing out at whomever they could for
lots of various reasons. Some were racial. Some
conspiratorial.

3) From July through August there was a lot of
“bargaining” in regards to mask-wearing. “If you would
only wear your masks…” or “If you would just stop
wearing your mask…”
Where does that leave us? Depression. Depression is
silent. You won’t see it played out in the media. But I
believe there is an epidemic of depression far greater
than Covid-19. Maybe you had plans for 2020 that
you’re now realizing will never come to fruition. Maybe
you’ve lost someone. Maybe the constant anxiety of
going out in public has paralyzed you. Maybe you’re
lonely. Maybe you’re angry, and you have nothing or no
one to direct your anger toward. Maybe the state of the
world has caused you to lose sleep. Maybe you’re just
having a bad day, it won’t go away, and you don’t know
why. Maybe it’s something else – everyone’s experience
is unique.
The main thing I want you to know today is you’re not
alone. Many others feel just like you do. Your pastors are
ready and willing to help talk you through this. We
understand. There is nothing to be ashamed of in asking
for help working through feelings you can’t explain.
Sometimes it takes a second voice in your life to help
you make that important step across the threshold from
depression to acceptance.
You can find your joy again. It’s not impossible. It can
be done, and your church family can help. Don’t suffer
needlessly.
Psalm 40:1-3
I waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and
heard my cry. He drew me up from the pit of destruction,
out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making
my steps secure. He put a new song in my mouth, a song
of praise to our God. Many will see and fear, and put
their trust in the Lord
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Prime Timers’ Ministry

By Buster Morris

Wow. These cool mornings have been a welcome
change from the heat and humidity of summer. I have
been eagerly awaiting these changes, but I also can’t
believe its fall already.
With all that is happening in our world today, time
seems to be passing so quickly. As I am writing this
(September 21), I’m reminded that on September 26th
there will be a prayer rally in Washington DC sponsored
by the Billy Graham Organization. I had considered going
and participating but I just couldn’t make it happen. I will
be praying for those who are going and that God will use
it to impact our nation. We are in need of both physical
and spiritual healing for our broken nation.
During the month of October, we will have an
opportunity as God’s church to emphasize prayer here at
Malvern Hill. With all the uncertainties that are occurring
in our nation today there is certainly no greater need for
“The Church” to be on our knees before our God seeking
His face. What is God saying to us individually and as His
Church?

I was reminded of these words found in Philippians,
written by Paul while he was in prison. Paul reminds us
that the Lord is with us and that prayer, supplication, and
thanksgiving brings a peace that will transcend all
understanding.
Philippians 4:5-7
Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord
is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God.
And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus
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Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams

What a strange year! Usually during this time, we would
be filling up the church calendar with all the events and
special activities that have been planned for the children’s
ministry. My last year’s calendar shows a special activity
for each Sunday and Wednesday in December, as well as
some in October and November, with each activity being
planned with the hope that it would help to bring the
children closer in their relationships with God. Now, of
course, Covid-19 has brought change.
The good news is that we are slowly making our way
back to being able to do the things we believe are
important. One of the reasons the children’s ministry does
certain activities or events is the lasting impression it will
leave on the children. I have talked with adults who spoke
about the negative lasting impressions they have with the
church they were a part of as children and the church in
general. Usually it’s about the children in the church being
given very little consideration or being taught and treated
as miniature adults with expectations of the same. Both
ways are wrong, and they not only do damage in the
present but the future as well. One of my goals in
ministry, and as a Christian, has been to do no harm.
Having said that, we will have to decide what risk is
worth it knowing the consequences our actions might
bring. As I write this, we have been meeting with the
children on Wednesday evenings for the last eight weeks
in the church gym. It got off to a slow start because the
children were scared. They sat stiffly in their socially
distanced seats totally unlike the children I know and love.
It took about a month to get beyond that. Part of the
solution was for the adults to treat social distancing as no
big deal. My rule is as long as you can distance yourself
from others, you do not have to wear a mask. When we do
something that requires us to be closer together, we wear
masks. Keeping them apart without masks is difficult, but
we are trying. For most of the children, wearing masks is
proving to be, once again, no big deal.

As I write this, we are planning to resume on site
LifeGroups this Sunday. We are asking that all children
ages 3 and up and adults going into the children’s wing
wear masks. In the past we have had as many as twenty
children in a 16ft – 20ft room. I tell you this so you will
see there is no way to be socially distanced in that kind of
environment. The CDC tells us that masks can and should
be worn by children 2 and up. Because of the way our
groups are divided, we will not ask that 2 year olds wear
them as some of the children in that particular room
would have them on and some would not.
As these decisions are made, please pray that God will
give us wisdom to know the best course to take. Pray that
He will give us the good sense to know when to move
backward if we need to shut back down for a short while.
Parents, pray for wisdom in making the right decisions for
your children.
Operation Christmas Child
The children will participate in an Operation Christmas
Child packing party on Wednesday, October 21 from
6:00-7:00. The children will not need to bring anything as
items have been purchased. Our goal is to pack 50 boxes.
All children and adults helping will need to wear masks as
there will be no way to be socially distant.
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GeneraFon180 Ministry

By Adam Whiteside

How are you teaching your teenager about money? Do
you buy them whatever they desire? Do you compensate
them for grades or chores? Is your teenager required to
have a job and that they earn their own money?
This topic is so important. God’s word mentions it over
2000 times. Money is mentioned more in the gospels than
heaven or hell. Money and possessions average one in
every ten verses. Jesus taught 38 parables and 16 deal
with the topic of money and possessions. It’s a big deal.
So how do you begin teaching your teenager? Start with
who owns the money.

Teach your teen that money is dangerous. Remember
the rich young ruler from Matthew. He was a good, young
man looking for salvation. Approaching Jesus, he asks
what he must do to inherit eternal life. Jesus responds by
telling him to sell all he has and come and follow him
(Matthew 19:21). But this young man can’t let go of his
stuff. He values possessions over salvation. Even after
acknowledging his need for salvation and finding Jesus
who could meet it, his possessions kept him from
following Jesus, going away filled with sorrow. What if
this were your son or daughter? Having everything at
their fingertips, all they ever want or need, and coming to
Jesus, they aren’t willing to give those things up to be
saved?
But, what if you could pause the story at Matthew
19:21. What would you say to that young man? What
would you say right after Jesus tells him to give up his
stuff and follow him? Close your eyes and think for a
moment. Would you tell him he’s crazy, that Jesus owns it
all, that it’s all about him (Colossians 3:15-17)? Would
you plead, “This is Jesus, I’ve read a book called the
Bible, and it’s all about him, it’s all his and we are blessed
because he loves us”?
Whatever you came up within your own heart, take that
truth to your teenager and tell it to them.

Psalm 24:1
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof
God owns it all. As Christian parents, know you are a
manager of what God graciously provides. Teach your
teenager that the ability to earn money comes from God.
Yes, we exercise our gifts to earn a paycheck. But when
you consider your health and ability to work, you run back
to God’s grace and, like James, realize that every good gift
is from above (James 1:17). Money is not to be sought or
hoarded; it’s a blessing to be stewarded. God blessed you
with mind, body, and ability. He keeps you safe to fulfill a
purpose in his kingdom. Money is an instrument for that
purpose.
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Happy Birthday

OCTOBER 2020
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Friday

Saturday

27

28

29

30

1
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8

9

10

Budget and
Finance,
Deacon
Meeting

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

Deacon
Installation
and
Ordination

10-1 Bella Bennett
Brittany Phillips
10-2 Will Mathis
Madison Williams
10-4 Joshua Taylor
10-6 Jason Sparks
10-7 Jenny Branham
Ted Dowey
Patti Johnstone
Jim Mathis
10-8 Braiden Brazell
Stacy McCaskill
10-9 Mary Andrews
10-11 Grace Holden
10-12 Olivia Arrington
Linda Branham
Pam Childers
Billy Sparks
10-13 Brody Dowey
Haven Thomas
10-16 Mari Jones
10-17 Gage Thomas
10-18 Ryan Davis
Caroline Tolbert
10-20 Hank Tarte
10-21 Ashley Elliott
Wayne Watts
10-22 Easton Colvin
Ally Stephens
10-23 Brynna Bower
Libby Cunningham
10-25 Ginger Chestnut
Sullivan McKoy
10-26 Buster Morris
Keegan Wilson
10-28 Maddox Freeman
10-31 Edith Mosier

Happy
Anniversary

Next Steps
Class

25
Tailgate
Fellowship

26

27

28

29

30

Men’s Bible
Study
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31

Clay and Gregg Williams
Jason and Julie Jordan
Michael and Neva Arrington
Talley and Tara Truesdale
Donnie and Renee Broughton
Scott and Michell Holden
10-23 Scott and Erin Taylor
10-26 Tommy and Lori Brownfield
Lee and Kristie Williams
10-30 Larry and Vickie Patton
10-2
10-6
10-15
10-16
10-18
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