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From the Pastor’s Desk
What do we do when we don’t know what to do? What
do we say when we don’t know what to say? Our nation is
in tatters. No, it may not look that way out your window
today, but we can’t let our moment of peace blind us to the
reality of a nation in turmoil. There is pandemic and
protest. We see hurricanes and fires. Brother literally rises
against brother and children are rebelling against their
parents.
As followers of Christ, we run to the Lord. My words
are weak, but God’s words are strong. As we watch our
world languish as in the pains of child birth (Matthew
24:8), let not your heart be troubled. God is not silent and
he is not thwarted. Run to God’s word. Find hope and
peace. Find joy and strength. Find protection and courage.
Run to God’s word and find life.
Psalm 46:1-11
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in
trouble. Therefore we will not fear though the earth gives
way, though the mountains be moved into the heart of the
sea, though its waters roar and foam, though the
mountains tremble at its swelling. Selah
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High. God is in the midst

By Craig Thompson
of her; she shall not be moved; God will help her when
morning dawns. The nations rage, the kingdoms totter; he
utters his voice, the earth melts. The Lord of hosts is with
us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah
Come, behold the works of the Lord, how he has brought
desolations on the earth. He makes wars cease to the end
of the earth; he breaks the bow and shatters the spear; he
burns the chariots with fire. “Be still, and know that I am
God. I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted
in the earth!” The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of
Jacob is our fortress. Selah
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Worship and Discipleship

By Keven Newsome

Yesterday, for just a few moments as the rain fell in
torrents, the power went out. Though I had backup power
on my computer, without power the internet shuts down—
and when the internet shuts down nothing gets done. Isn’t
it funny how in 2020 we’re at a place in our society where
we can’t function without power?
We’ve become so dependent on power in the last one
hundred years or so, and it has become so pervasive in our
society that most people don’t know what to do with
themselves when it goes out. We can’t work, we can’t
watch TV, we can’t cook, and we can’t even drink a cup of
coffee. We become dysfunctional, aimless, lost, sitting
around staring at the walls, counting the minutes until our
power…our life…is restored.
But imagine for a moment a world where less than 10%
of the people actually had power in their homes. The other
90% live a pre-electricity lifestyle. They work but can’t
perform the level and quality of work the 10% can. They
play but don’t have the resources of entertainment the
10% have. They are, compared to the 10%, rather
dysfunctional, aimless, and lost. They look at the 10%
who have electricity with a mixture of awe, hatred,
longing, and loathing. Why? Because they want it for
what it could bring them but fear it for what it might
change in their lives. They envy those that have it but hate
them for not sharing it.
Jesus said in Acts 1:8, “but you will receive power when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you…”
The power to live life to its fullest, the power to realize
the extent of why we were created, comes from God
through the Holy Spirit. Spiritually speaking, many people
in this world are living without that power, probably close
to 90%, with only a mere 10% or so who might truly be
considered Christians. Spiritually this 90% are
dysfunctional, aimless, and lost. They don’t have the
resources to live life to its fullest because they lack the
fundamental power they need to do so. They look on
Christianity with a mixture of awe, hatred, longing, and
loathing, because they want the hope we have but fear
what God might ask them to change. They envy those of
us who have a relationship to the Heavenly Creator but
hate us for not sharing it.

Christians, God gave us the power…the power to live
life the way it’s supposed to be lived, a life more
abundant, a life of hope, and a life of purpose. It’s our job
to share the power. The world lives in darkness. We live
in the light. The next time you come across someone who
needs Christ, think about the last time the power went out
in your home and remember that spiritually speaking,
you have power and they do not. Then do the right
thing…share the power you have with them.
The power didn’t stay out at the office long, only a few
moments. I was able to get back to my work, to write this
lovely newsletter for you, and things returned to normal.
Your normality was meant to have power through the
Holy Spirit. A life without it is powerless, never fully
realizing the purpose humanity was designed to
accomplish. Lost souls will never know normal life
unless those of us with the power of the Holy Spirit bring
it to them.
Live in power. Share the power.
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Prime Timers’ Ministry

By Buster Morris

The other morning while reading through Revelation
Chapter 21, I was reminded of the promises to those who
have placed their faith in Jesus Christ. While there seems
to be a lot of struggles taking place in our world today, we
need to be reminded of the eternal hope that is ours in
Christ. While reading through this chapter, I recalled
Paul’s words:

Our Savior promises to walk with us in every situation
and it is His strength that helps us through the struggles of
this pandemic and the challenges that it brings. But, I
thought it such a blessing to be reminded of the eternal
hope that comes with being His children and
understanding the things, which are seen, are temporary
(brief, fading, passing, fleeting, transient); but the things,
which are not seen, are eternal (lasting, endless, forever,
permanent, immortal, glorious). Our prayer should be,
“Lord help us not to focus on the physical and temporal
but on the spiritual and eternal.”

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 (ESV)
For this light momentary affliction is preparing for us an
eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look
not to the things that are seen but to the things that are
unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the
things that are unseen are eternal.

Mission Proﬁle

By Rachel Blackburn

Malvern Hill Family,

Rachel Blackburn
C/O Trevor and Teresa Lyde
25 Torridon Walk
Cragshill
Livingston
West Lothian
5H545AT
UK

I am blessed and excited that God has opened this door for
me. I hope you will join me in prayer for this ministry that
has been on my heart for many years. I would like to
thank my church family for allowing me to be a part of
your lives for all these years. God has allowed me to grow
in many ways through your support. For that, I am
eternally grateful. It is bittersweet to be leaving my family
at Malvern Hill but I know I must follow where God
leads. I will miss each of you. I am excited to share my
adventures with you through social media updates and
letters over the next few months. I hope to hear from lots
of you. If you would like to know more about my
missional journey and support me along the way please go
to:

International Phone Number: +44 07566 844649
Thank you for your prayers and support in this endeavor.
In Christ,
Rachel

gofundme.com/f/kusffc-scotland-bound
paypal.me/missrinscotland
venmo@MissRachel2Scotland
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Children’s Ministry
As many of you know, Kershaw County School District
has announced its mask requirement for the 2020-2021
school year. Basically it says that all adults and all
children are required to wear masks when inside the
facilities when social distancing is not possible. The
exemptions to the requirement are those with certain
existing medical conditions, during strenuous activities, or
while eating and drinking.
It is not my intention to start a discussion about the need
for masks. We have seen our Kershaw County numbers
going down in the last weeks for the simple reason, I
believe, that more places are requiring masks. (My sister
who lives in upstate New York called and asked, “What
are you doing down there? Why are Kershaw County
numbers so high?” I was embarrassed to find that
Kershaw County Covid news had traveled that far.) What
I would like to discuss has to do with the safety of the
children. I have heard from various sources that wearing
masks is harmful to people especially children, but is it
really?
Pediatric pulmonologist Michael J. Fields, MD, PhD,
Prisma Health’s Associate CF Center Director and
Medical Director for Pediatric Respiratory Care Services,
addressed this question recently. The first question he was
asked was, “Do masks even work?” In explaining his
answer, he began by saying that the air that we breathe out
contains droplets of varying sizes. The biggest ones fall
rapidly to the ground, but as droplets get smaller, they are
able to stay in the air and float for more than 30 minutes.
All these particles can carry the virus. He said the mask
reduces the amount of virus that passes into the
environment and reduces the distance the virus can travel
from its source. He said this is how the mask prevents
spread of the disease, and “My mask protects you and
your mask protects me!”
During the interview, he talked about wearing a mask
when you have no symptoms. He said that since people
are contagious before they even have symptoms, they are
already spreading the virus unaware. He also said there
are people who carry the virus within their bodies but
never have any symptoms. He said that we must assume
that everyone around us is spreading the virus.
But is it safe for children? He said there are very few
situations in which a mask should not be worn. They
include children under the age of 2 years, people who
cannot remove a mask by themselves in case of
emergency, and those with serious disabilities. He
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addressed the issue of children with disabilities such as
autism or sensory issues that may not be able to tolerate a
mask. He said that those situations need to be addressed
case-by-case, and that the number of exceptions is very
limited.
Another question he was asked was about children with
asthma. He said that those children should definitely wear
masks because they are at higher risk. He said that what is
frequently misunderstood is the difference between those
children being sick at the moment and the rest of the time.
If they are having an asthma attack, they should not have
a mask on. He also said that if an asthmatic child is
feeling discomfort having trouble breathing while wearing
the mask, parents should consult the child’s doctor as his
asthma is likely not properly controlled.
When asked what parents can do to help children keep
their masks on, he said the first thing is the important
adults in the child’s life should model mask wearing. This
will show the child the importance of the mask and will
encourage them to participate. He said to have the child
start wearing the mask at home when the child is relaxed
and rested – 15-20 minutes at first gradually increasing
the time. Set a goal that the child is to reach so that when
he returns to school, he will not feel uncomfortable.
When asked if it is safe for a child to return to school,
he said that children learn best with in-person instruction,
and that their educational and social needs are much more
successfully met in the classroom versus them sitting in
front of a computer. He said that the school environment
needs to be reasonably safe. He also said that in the past
he would never have accepted a “reasonably safe”
environment, but currently the only thing that is
completely safe is to stay home and have no contact
whatsoever with those who are not fully isolating as well.
He said that for people with significant risk factors – the
elderly, the obese, and those that have immunodeficiency
- staying at home and away from others is the most
prudent solution.
His final comments were that wearing a mask can be
uncomfortable, but it is not dangerous. Oxygen and
carbon dioxide continue to flow freely, as they are much
smaller than the virus. When frequent hand hygiene and
social distancing are added to mask wearing, our ability to
avoid spreading the virus is magnified.
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GeneraHon180 Ministry

By Adam Whiteside

2020, who knew?

When Dean was younger, he brought me a toy car that
he had half disassembled and half broke. Laying it on the
table, he asked if I could fix it. "I can!" I said in my most
confident of fatherly voices. But, after a few minutes, I
couldn't, and a few minutes later, I learned why. I didn't
have all the parts. I called Dean and asked if he knew
where the rest were. He slid his hand into his pocket and
pulled out the missing parts. "Why didn't you give me all
the parts bud?" I asked. Half smiling in amusement at my
effort and half looking a little ashamed, he said, "I like
these parts, so I thought I would keep them." I picked him
up and set him on my lap and said, "If you want me to fix
it all, you have to give it all to me, every part."
This is how I have been treating God. I would give him
some of what was broken, but not all. I kept a little I
thought I could fix. This morning came, and I was broken
reading Psalm 56 by verse three, and then I read verse 4.

After five months of Covid19 uncertainty, doubt, fear,
frustration, finding hope, and then having hope squashed
like a bug, I am tired. After three months of social and
political unrest, I am tired. I have struggled more in 2020
with my thoughts and feelings than maybe ever before. I
have been angry and hurt. I have been offended and
frustrated. I have been broken for my brothers and sisters
in Christ one day, and I have been frustrated with them the
next. In the last few weeks, it seems all I have wanted was
relief. But I couldn't find it. I just wanted something to
hold on to, somewhere I could plant my emotional and
spiritual flag and say, "Finally, here is where I will stand!"
I couldn't find it, but then it happened.
This morning before I read my Bible, I prayed. I
remember praying, but I can't remember what I said other
than thinking, "That's it. That's what I needed." And then
thinking, "Where did that come from?"
I opened my Bible, read Psalm 56, and nearly fell out of
my chair by verse 3. It says:

In God, whose word I praise, in God I trust; I shall not
be afraid. What can flesh do to me?
I had read this verse before and thought that flesh
referred only to other people, not realizing flesh could
mean my sinful flesh.
I found my relief by giving it all to God. So please take
my advice, and don't let yourself get in the way of getting
relief. We live in a time of great uncertainty, but if you're
looking for relief, give it all to God.

When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.
So simple and yet so absolute; I am and have been,
afraid. I have prayed for many things during the last six
months but didn't' realize I was afraid. I have prayed and
haven't trusted God with fear. I have prayed and couldn't
let go of what I thought I could fix.
Before today, I thought I just needed the right argument.
Instead of just trusting God with my heart and how I
should contend with our world, I tried to fix both. I
thought if I could get the right set of facts, form them, and
deliver them to this world, it would be fixed. But I didn't
know I was afraid and being afraid changes everything.
Fear had me, and in case you're unsure whether it has you,
think about that old fight or flight instinct. That instinct is
real. If your heart is fighting or running, it's because
you're afraid. If there is a situation in your life that you
won't go near, or, one that when you get near you always
fight, you're afraid. What do you do?
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Happy Birthday
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