August 2020

From the Pastor’s Desk

Normally, during this time of year, we are celebrating
the coming school year and discussing how we can
engage our schools in prayer and with the love of Jesus.
This year, the start of school is delayed, and parents are
facing decisions about whether or not they want to send
their kids to school in person or virtually. The world is
very different than it was this time last year, and it will
continue to be different for some time to come.
But, as we have tried to emphasize repeatedly over the
past five months, though the world is different, God has
not been surprised. His love is not diminished, and his
plan for the church and the world is the same today as it
has always been. The world is different, but God stays the
same.
The fact that God stays the same is explained in a
doctrinal term called immutability. When we say God is
immutable, what we are saying is that God is not affected
by outside circumstances. Nothing that happens in the
world changes who God is. This is important, because if
God were subject to regular change, he could not be an
anchor that holds fast in the storms of life. If God were
subject to regular change, we could not be confident in
our eternal salvation because God could just change his
mind and change the rules of the game.
God’s immutability is referenced in the book of
Hebrews where we read, “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday and today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8). In the
Old Testament, God declares, “For I the Lord do not
change” (Malachi 3:6). Moses told us, “God is not a man,
that he should lie or a son of man, that he should change
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his mind. Has he said, and will he not do it? Or has he
spoken, and will he not fulfill it?” (Numbers 23:19).
James taught, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is
from above, coming down from the Father of lights with
whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change” (James 1:17).
As our world seems to spin out of control, as many call
evil good and good evil, and in an age where some
political leaders seem to even welcome anarchy, we need
not fear. God has not moved. God has not left. He is not
different today. Regardless of how dark the day may
seem or how long the night may feel, “The steadfast love
of the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an
end” (Lamentations 3:22). Because he is steady and
unchanging, we can claim Philippians 4:6 with
confidence, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in
everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known to God.”
Church family, this year is different, but our God is
unchanging. He loves you. You can trust him. And, you
can lead others to trust him in these dark days as well.
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Worship and Discipleship

By Keven Newsome

Most of us should know the story of Gideon. He was
the man called of God while he did his chores while
hiding from the Midianites. The angel addressed him as a
“valiant warrior,” even though Gideon thought of himself
as the last person in the least family in the land.
After tearing down a pagan altar in the middle of the
night, his second task was to lead an army, not in the dark
of night or hiding secretly, but in the open, for all to see.
Over 30,000 men answered the call to war. It might have
been a force large enough to overcome the Midianites, but
God had other intentions. God wanted more than just
victory for the Israelites, He wanted them to have a
spiritual renewal which required them to have a full
understanding of the person and power of God.
The first thing God did was reject their pride. People
who focused on their own abilities and their own
resources were not people who could trust in God to give
them abilities and resources. If they won the battle on
their own, they would claim the victory for their own.
God wanted the credit. To have a spiritual renewal, God
needed to remove their pride of self and replace it with
pride of Him (Judges 7:2).
The second thing God rejected was fear. Following God
into battle was not for the faint of heart. Following God
anywhere is not an easy thing to do. Sometimes He
requires more than we think we can give and requires us
to go further than we think we can go. We can’t be afraid
of what God might require. To have a spiritual renewal,
God needed to remove the fear. All the fearful were
permitted to leave Gideon’s army, and 10,000 men did so
(Judges 7:3).

The third thing God rejected was inattentiveness. God
needed people who were always watching for the enemy
and always ready to follow when the command was
given. Following God requires complete obedience, and
to be completely obedient requires a single-minded focus
on the will of God. Gideon sent the men to drink water.
All of those who knelt on the ground to plunge their
faces directly into the water…all the inattentive…were
told to leave. All of those who cupped their hands and
lapped the water like a dog…those who continued to
watch even while they drank…were told to stay. Only
300 stayed. (Judges 7:4-6).
If we want spiritual renewal in our hearts, the story of
Gideon tells us to start with three things…humility,
courage, and attentiveness. We must be humble to let
God be our strength and our provision, not ourselves. We
must have the courage to stand up for what is right and
godly, and to follow Him even when it’s unpopular. We
must be attentive to hear the voice of God when He
speaks, because if we’re not listening, we may miss His
still small voice.
When we find these three things, God shows up in
mighty ways. He showed up for Gideon and the
Israelites, and He’ll show up for you too.
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Prime Timers’ Ministry

By Buster Morris

Who would have ever thought that we would still be
battling this pandemic? But, we see it is still moving
through our nation and we continue to see how this virus
has had its affect in so many ways. We know that this
virus has attacked our senior adult population much harder
than the rest of our populace. So with this in mind, our
scheduling of senior activities has come to a stop, as you
know. I know many of our folks are still uncomfortable
with any kind of fellowships, but our 55 and up Life
Group meets every Thursday at 7:00 PM on Zoom and we
would be glad to have you join us. I can send you an
invitation with the ID#. We have a LifeGroup lesson,
prayer, and fellowship. If you would like to join us please
get in touch with me with any questions on how to get
started. Let me remind each of us to continue to make this
virus, and also our nation’s struggles, a priority in our
prayer lives.

Mission Emphais: Prisoner Packets
Christmas Gifts for Prisoners

By Grace Holden
Prisoner Packets (items to be accepted):

August is the month we set aside to take our list and buy
items to make Christmas a little bit better for our
prisoners. Will you join me and take time out to do this?
We would like to set our deadline for August 31, 2020, but
we will continue to accept packets all the way through
November. You can find a list of the items and a Zip-lock
bag in the Welcome Center. We hope to receive at least
100 bags to give to those that are not as fortunate as we
are. If you are not able to shop or just don’t want to get
out, you can put $8.00 in an envelope and someone will
shop for you.
Thank you for your help in providing these items for a
Christmas present for our prisoners.

1- Black non-retractable pen (no wire clips, no other color
ink)

WMU

2- rolls of hard candy like Lifesavers, Mentos, Breath
Savers

1- Writing tablet no larger than 5 ½ x 8’” (no wire bound
books, composition books, or post-it notes)
1- Adult toothbrush (individually factory sealed, no multipacks)
1- 4 oz. to 6 oz. toothpaste (no travel size)
1- 3.2 oz. to 6 oz. bar of soap (no travel size, no
unwrapped/unboxed bars)
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Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams
Parents, I feel for you perhaps more than I ever have.
Many of you have a decision to make about schooling for
your child, or perhaps you’ve made that decision but still
aren’t sure. Perhaps you are wondering if now is the time
to homeschool your child. Know this: There is no right or
wrong answer to the question of what to do. Each family
must prayerfully take into consideration their
circumstances and their children. Each child is different
and each circumstance is different. Parent, you know your
child better than anyone. You must base your decision on
what you know. When you do this, no one has the right to
criticize. You are in my prayers.

People in general want all the answers ahead of time.
We tend to fear the unknown, and Believers are not
immune to this fear. We say we put our trust in God come
what may, but those words alone do not stop the worry.
During a time that my son was struggling with some
things, he would call frequently to tell me how things
were not going as he thought they would, and that he just
didn’t understand. He thought he knew what God wanted
him to do, but now he was not certain. I can remember at
one point telling him that part of his problem was that he
would like a daily email from God listing what he was to
do that day.
Children are not exempt from this fear either. I have had
children want to know exactly what we were going to do
in Children’s Worship or Bible Club. They would like a
schedule, and some are more prone to this than others.
Change makes them uncomfortable at best and panic
stricken at worst. They look to the adults around them for
cues on how they are to feel and act about things. The
times we are living in now has certainly given us all
moments of wondering what’s next. We don’t have a
schedule for when Covid-19 will go away so that our lives
can get back to normal. We find there are many
unknowns.

Wednesday Night Bible Club
After meeting on July 29 for our moving up celebration,
we have decided at this point to meet weekly with the
children, rising 5K through rising 5th graders, on
Wednesday evenings from 6:00 until 7:00 in the church
gym. We will provide for social distancing as we change
the way that we do ministry to the children. Children may
wear masks if you choose. If you have any questions, you
may email me through the church’s website.
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GeneraHon180 Ministry

By Adam Whiteside

Patience is not waiting
We are living in a time of indecision and uncertainty.
Patience is a topic we should consider as we wade into
and out of these difficult waters. How many times have
you asked your teenager to be more patient? Did you
mean for them to endure or to wait? If you say patience
and mean wait, they will struggle to understand the
definition as God’s word defines it. The Bible teaches that
patience is more than waiting. Sure, it can mean to remain
while time passes, but it doesn't mean sitting idly by.
When the Bible says to be patient, it often means to
endure.
I spent much of my life misunderstanding the word
patience. Someone would encourage me to be more
patient, and I would think, "How long is that going to
take?" I was never happy hearing those words because I
felt I lacked something, I thought I was missing
something, and I was in a sense. I was missing the full
definition of patience.
Consider this: what if we changed the sign at the
doctor's office from "Patient Waiting Room" to
"Endurance Room." Wouldn't that make more sense? The
people in that room aren't just waiting; they are enduring.
They're going through something, and if they prevail,
they'll be stronger.
Many times in the New Testament, you see the word
patience and, in most cases, it is the Greek word
hupomoné (hoop-om-on-ay), which means "remain under"
or "endure." It means stay where you are and take it. It
means, engage the challenge and get stronger.
Consider the following uses of hupomoné in the Bible.
James 1:2-4 says, "Count it all joy, my brothers, when you
meet trials of various kinds, for you know that the testing
of your faith produces steadfastness. And
let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be
perfect and complete, lacking in nothing." How do you
test something? You put it under stress to determine the

quality it possesses. And while it goes through the testing,
if it remains hupomoné, it gets stronger.
Hebrews 12:1 says, "Therefore we also, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares
us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set
before us." How do you run your race? You hupomoné!
How do you endure? You spend time preparing for the
race. You see, enduring isn't just a thing you do when you
run; it's how you prepare to run. You go through
something in the gym to get stronger so that when it's
time to race, you're ready.
Lastly, patience is going through the pruning. When
Jesus said, "I am the vine and you are the branches," we
see an excellent illustration of patient endurance though
the word is not mentioned. John 15:2 says, "Every branch
in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away, and every
branch that bears fruit He prunes, that it may bear more
fruit." Even though you are producing fruit, you get
pruned. Jesus teaches you that you can't keep growing;
you can't make fruit all the time. You have to rest, you
have to regrow, you have to endure and get stronger. You
must allow God to cut you back, and then regrow under
his care and control. God shapes you to be more
productive and you must endure the growing. This is how
God prepares you for what is to come. When he prunes,
and you endure, he's telling you that you need more than
you have right now. The next season may be harder than
the last, and you need to handle more.
Having patience isn't waiting for something to happen.
Patience is the time spent building your Christian faith
between the times when God tells you to run. The next
time you want your teen to wait, ask them to wait. But the
next time you want them to have patience (to endure),
explain what you mean by that.
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Happy Birthday
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8-31

Olivia McCaskill
Joann Crenshaw
Dianne Elliott
Chelsey Boykin
Beth Whiteside
Reece Williams
Peggy McKoy
Addy Owen
Tate Williamson
Greg Galuppi
Frances Griswold
Jay Huggins
Payten Truesdale
Jeanne Brummett
Madison Bantum
Darlene Ham
Phil Jeffers
Drew Norton
Courtney Hash
Dean Whiteside
Nathan Davis
Julie Harp
Travis Hendrix
Beverly Rogers
McKenzie Taylor
Jacob Williamson

Happy
Anniversary
8-1
8-2
8-6
8-8
8-28

John T and Janice Arledge
Robert and Rhonda Adams
Jason and Stacy McCaskill
Billy and Becca Sparks
Tommy and Cheryl Jordan
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