
gather for worship. In addition to our outdoor worship, 
the sanctuary will be available for any of you who prefer 
to be inside to gather and worship, with the service being 
live-streamed onto the screens inside the building.

We know outdoor worship has some challenges. The 
heat in July and August in Camden, SC is challenging. 
However, we are committed to sweating for the sake of 
our brothers and sisters who cannot be indoors at this 
time. As with our move indoors, this move outdoors is 
not a permanent solution. It is the solution we believe 
best fits our church right now.

Moving outside isn’t moving backwards. Moving 
outdoors is moving toward our people. It is a move I am 
glad to make. I hope you will make it with me.

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 
and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the 
habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the 
more as you see the Day drawing near.”
Hebrews 10:24-25
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Why are we going backwards? No one has asked me 
that question, but I suspect some of you may have thought 
that question when you learned we are returning to 
outdoor worship. After spending a couple of weeks 
indoors, why would we then run back outside into the July 
heat?

The answer is simple: you.
The church is not, and never has been, a distance 

learning experience. I am grateful for the opportunity the 
internet provides for many of you to enjoy worship from 
home. Because of our livestream, many of you who 
cannot get out are able to be a part of worship at Malvern 
Hill.

But, the reality is that even though the livestream is 
good, it will never be a true substitute for the gathering of 
God’s people. The Greek word from which we translate 
church from is ekklesia. The original definition of the 
Greek word is, “a gathering of citizens called out from 
their homes into some public place.” In other words, the 
church is, by definition, the gathering of a group of 
people.

When we made the decision to return to outdoor 
worship, it was not a decision to go backwards. Instead, 
we are making the decision to do all we can to maintain 
the fellowship of believers here. We want to see the 
church gathered. When we moved indoors, our gathering 
dropped by 50% and we immediately lost at least 40 
family units. By moving back outside, we give the 
greatest opportunity for the greatest number of people to  



    

Worship	and	Discipleship By	Keven	Newsome

I once lived in a house that had this old, large tree at the 
edge of the property. When we moved in it was thick with 
vines that flowered and were pretty, some of them being 
wisteria. At first we didn’t think anything of the tree, but 
one fall, when the vines shed all their leaves, I took a 
closer look at the tree beneath.

It was a nice tree, but it was sick. The vines were killing 
it…choking the life out of what might possibly be an 
amazing tree. The vines took the tree’s water. They took 
its sunlight. They took its nutrients. While everyone was 
looking at the vines, the tree underneath was slowly 
dying, and if the tree died we’d have a huge mess.

So the next spring, just before everything began to 
bloom, I took some pruning shears and a limb lopper, and 
I spent all afternoon one day disconnecting vines from the 
ground. I knew I couldn’t get them out of the branches, 
nor would I be able to get rid of the root systems, but I 
could cut them from the ground so that what was already 
in the limbs of the tree would die. 

As spring passed, the tree began to put out a few timid 
leaves. It could finally feel the sun again. Over the 
summer, the vines hanging in its branches withered and 
the tree grew stronger. Then one morning I discovered 
what the tree was, the evidence lay all over the ground. A 
pecan tree. And I love pecan trees.

I would have never known the beauty of what was 
underneath if I had not taken the time to remove the 
superficial things choking the life from it.

And so it is with our own lives. God has this great plan 
for each of us. He has designed us with a specific purpose 
and a unique beauty. But we let superficial vines grow 
over our true selves and choke out our purpose. Yes, those 
superficial vines may be nice to look at. Yes, they may 
smell good. And yes, people come to love those vines and 
forget the tree underneath. But those vines are choking 
out what we were designed to be, and if we die on the 
inside there will be no beauty, even superficial beauty, 
standing. We’ll be in a huge, broken, mess on the ground.

Cutting away the things that are choking out our life is 
not always easy and doesn’t always feel good. It may 
mean a lifetime of maintenance and work. But once the 
junk begins to wither, then the true beauty beneath can 
begin to flourish and bloom. 

Don’t be afraid to let God cut away the vines. He sees 
what’s underneath because he’s the one that planted you 
in the first place.

“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt has 
become tasteless, how can it be made salty again? It is 
no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and 
trampled under foot by men. You are the light of the 
world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden; nor does 
anyone light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 
Let your light shine before men in such a way that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is 
in heaven.” - Matthew 5:13-16
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Prime	Timers’	Ministry	 By	Buster	Morris

W

It’s hard to believe, but here we are in the middle of 
summer. What an unusual year to say the least. July is 
when our nation celebrates our great freedoms and the 
sacrifices that were made for these freedoms. 
Unfortunately, we find our nation in turmoil. Not only are 
we battling this worldwide pandemic, but we are also 
struggling with racial and social issues. I approached a 
fellow believer who is a police officer and I told him I was 
praying for him and all he was facing on his job. He just 
looked at me and said “people need Jesus.” His answer 
kind of took me back, but it is so true. As we deal with 
this pandemic we just need to trust God; and these social 
issues are certainly spiritual issues.  The verse God 
brought to mind after thinking about his statement was: 

 

“looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our 
faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right 
hand of the throne of God. For consider Him who endured 
such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you 
become weary and discouraged in your souls.” 
Hebrews 12:2-3
 

His answer was simple, but oh so profound. When we 
turn to our Savior there is strength for today and hope for 
tomorrow. Christ’s example of endurance should 
encourage us to always look to Him. 

Because of the current conditions of the pandemic all 
our plans as far as trips and fellowships are cancelled at 
this time. 
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams

S

In the past, it has been my opinion that Facebook is not 
a good place for us to spend much of our time. It has its 
good side. Things like posting of pictures, of events, and 
getting news about friends and relatives we wouldn’t 
normally get, are certainly of value, but since March 
Facebook has gotten ugly. I have asked myself, “Is 
Facebook really a reflection of society?” and “Is it 
possible this is what people really think?” Perhaps it is 
simply that people post what they really think because 
they believe Facebook gives them a certain anonymity. 
Everyone’s opinion about Covid-19 is being, and has 
been, seen either through words or pictures. Sometimes 
we see it through actual written opinions, and sometimes 
we are seeing it through pictures of people attempting to 
lead their lives pretty much as they always have.

When I think about what society has become, I think 
about the affects it is having on children and what we can 
do about it. Before Covid came into being, we were 
already seeing anxiety in many children. We are told 
children can exhibit anxiety in different ways than adults. 
They may show or have agitation, restlessness, 
inattention, headaches, stomachaches, tantrums, crying, 
refusing to go to school, meltdowns before school about 
such things as clothing and hair, meltdowns after school 
about homework, difficulties going and staying in bed, 
and too high expectations of themselves. I believe we will 
see much more of that during and after this pandemic.

We know significant change brings fear and anxiety in 
children. Regardless of your opinions about Covid-19, I 
think most of us would say change has certainly 
happened, and that change was sudden. There was no time 
to adjust to what was coming. Children left school one 
day with no idea they would not be coming back for the 
rest of the year. They were required to finish school in a 
way that was stressful to both child and parent. 

We also know that what we do not understand brings 
fear to both children and adults. We, as adults, look to the 
experts for advice on how to deal with disease, but in this 
case the experts were of no help because they did not 
know. When I was with my doctor this morning, she 
talked about how crazy everything has been, and that the 
doctors have had little or no guidance from the disease 
experts on how to handle all of this. 

If you have a child who is showing signs of anxiety, 
there are some ways you can help them. First and 
foremost, we need to remember that as Believers we 
know the One who is in control. We can have answers to 
many of life’s problems when we choose to open our 
Bibles. If you have a child who is showing signs of 
anxiety, here are some things you can do.

1.Work with your child in going to the Bible to look at 
what God’s Word says about anxiety. Let your child 
choose a verse. Write it down on a slip of paper so your 
child can keep it with them to look at when feeling 
anxious or fearful. This is a good coping skill for anyone. 

2. Create a routine for your child. Children feel more 
secure with structure.

3. Listen to what your child has to say about how he/she 
feels. Ask questions. Validate your child’s feelings, but at 
the same time, remind them God is still in control no 
matter how they feel. Begin teaching them that feelings 
are sometimes not based on what is real.

4. Encourage positive thinking. Children tend to think 
what is happening now will always be. Remind them this 
is just for a time, and things will get better. 

5. Pray for and with your child. I know I have felt a 
weight lifted when I have known someone is praying 
about a situation I am involved in. Tell your child on a 
regular basis you are praying for them. 



GeneraFon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside
It's not an attack!
If you grew up with a sibling or are now a parent of 

multiple children, you recognize that inside our sinful 
hearts lies a place of sibling disdain and violence. What 
are just words from others may start a fight coming from a 
brother of sister—nothing to furniture moving in just 
seconds.

"It's not an attack" is something I've learned to say to 
bring the reality of a situation back into focus for my kids. 
I have learned to say this when I hear the conversation 
between my kids getting heated. It could begin like this: 
"Beth, put up your shoes," says Dean.

Beth naturally, because Dean is her brother, believes 
he's insulted her mental capacity to think and perform 
simple tasks that he's called her character into question 
(somehow) by reminding her to pick up her shoes. All of a 
sudden, Beth reacts as if the very core of who she is has 
been violated. Again, if you have a sibling or multiple 
children, you know precisely what I mean.

I have two kids and grew up with a sister—the feeling is 
real. This week, I asked pastor Craig a question regarding 
current events and how to discern what is really going on. 
He helped me realize my sinful flesh is prone to view 
enemies and attacks instead of truth.

The information we receive from news outlets 
concerning current events is swinging wildly out of 
control. The media is doing their job to keep us coming 
back by making sure we feel attacked. Those writing the 
headlines are really good at what they do. They are so 
good they could make you feel attacked with a restaurant 
menu. For example, they could make Haile Street Grill 
your enemy by offering you an explanation for why okra 
is not on the menu today. What is no big deal, is spun by 
the media into an attack by making it personal. 
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The headline might read…

Haile Street Grill has chosen not to give you okra today.
Click here to find out why…

All of a sudden, okra not being on the menu is personal. 
Haile Street Grill has violated my right to okra and they 
can't do that! That's not for them to decide…

But instead of asking the question "Is that true?" we 
take off into attack land without a thought. When the truth 
might be, Haile Street ordered okra and it wasn't 
delivered in time to be prepared. 

Think about this as you read our current headlines. 
Remember, those making the headlines only make money 
when you click. They make it personal because if they 
didn't you wouldn't click. It seems those reporting the 
news no longer care about facts. Instead, they create 
headlines promoting the idea you are being attacked 
personally even when you're not. 

What does all this mean to you? Train yourself to think 
before you react emotionally to any situation. Proverbs 
teaches us, "A fool gives full vent to his spirit, but a wise 
man quietly holds it back" (Proverbs 29:11). Learn "not to 
answer a fool according to his folly" (Proverbs 26:4). 
Learn that "Whoever restrains his words has knowledge, 
and he who has a cool spirit is a man of 
understanding” (Proverbs 17:27). Then, teach your kids 
to navigate the waters of sibling contempt and their 
current situation. Address what's going on and ask, "Is 
that true?" “Is how I feel the right reaction based on the 
word of God?”

Learn to think and teach your kids to do likewise. Learn 
not to react with emotion but in truth. It's a hard lesson to 
learn and one, it seems, I haven't learned yet. But I, like 
you, must endeavor to improve. It's almost always not an 
attack, and even if it is, think and measure your response 
by the word of God. (Roman 15:1; Matthew 5:41, 17:27)
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7-2      John Piros
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