
There will be no childcare and no LifeGroup meetings. 
Masks will be encouraged, but not required. Live-stream 
will continue to be available for anyone who is 
uncomfortable or unable to gather indoors.

In addition to our regular worship time, on the evening 
of Sunday, June 28, we will also have a tailgate 
fellowship. You are invited to come and tailgate in the 
parking lot and the front lawn. Bring a grill or a picnic. 
We will sing and fellowship outdoors as we celebrate 
God’s faithfulness.

Thank you for being so patient during these days. We 
look forward to a return to “normal,” but there are steps 
that we need to take along the way. Moving indoors for 
socially-distanced worship service is the next step.

June 2020

From	the	Pastor’s	Desk

Inside	this	Issue:

By	Craig	Thompson

Worship		.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.		2		
Prime	Timers’	Ministry	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.		3
Children’s	Ministry	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.		4
Generation	180	Ministry	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	5
Graduation	Acknowledgements	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.	.			6	
Calendar,	Birthdays,	and	Anniversaries	.	.	.	7

As I write this, our church property should be a mess. 
There should be trash cans in the gym, tables spread 
everywhere, and the sanctuary should be almost 
unrecognizable. This week, we should be welcoming a 
few hundred kids onto our campus for our annual vacation 
Bible school. Instead, our buildings have been closed and 
our regular meetings have been moved outdoors as a 
result of COVID-19.

But, as we are reminded in the book of Ecclesiastes, 
there is a season for everything.  The season for our 
outdoor worship is ending and we look forward to moving 
indoors in the coming weeks with some changes and 
adjustments.

We will continue to worship outdoors at 9:30 on 
Sunday, June 14 and Sunday June 21. Beginning on 
Sunday, June 28, we are planning to move our worship 
back inside. We will worship with social distancing and 
utilize both our sanctuary and our gymnasium to house 
our congregation. Worship seating will be assigned by 
LifeGroups. LifeGroups will be assigned to a building and 
you will be asked to sit in the building assigned to your 
LifeGroup. Each Sunday, the seating schedule will switch 
so that you will worship in one building one week and the 
other building the next week. 

Though we are still hammering out a few of the details, 
we know that the sermon will be broadcast in the gym via 
a projector and a screen. Seating in the sanctuary and the 
gym will be spread out so as to allow for social distancing. 



    

Worship By	Keven	Newsome
One of my favorite passages of scripture is Psalm 150. 

It’s easy to find…it’s the last Psalm in the book. What 
makes this psalm so special is the joyful way it teaches us 
about worship. The first verse tells us where God is to be 
worshipped. God should not only be worshipped in the 
places we’ve set aside for that purpose, but also 
everywhere we go, throughout all of creation. All places 
on this Earth are places suitable for worship. It can 
happen at home, at work, in the park, and in Walmart. 

Verse 2 of the psalm tells us why we should worship. It 
gives two general reasons that are very poignant. First, we 
worship because of what he’s done. Not only did he 
create the universe for his good pleasure and tasked us 
with the care of it, but he also saw fit to provide for our 
salvation through Jesus Christ. Second, we worship 
simply because of his greatness, because of who he is as 
God, and because his excellent existence deserves our 
praise.

Verses 3-5 give us a list of how we should worship. 
This is not exhaustive, but as we read the list we begin to 
get the idea that worship involves whatever skill or ability 
we have. Basically, out of the talents and abilities God has 
given us, we should give them back in the form of praise. 
Even dancing!

The final verse tells us who should worship. 
Everything. Everyone. We read elsewhere in scripture that 
every knee will bow and every tongue will confess (Phil 
2:10-11), and if God’s people will not give him praise, 
creation itself will be compelled to do so (Lk 19:40).

The mandate is clear. Our love for Christ should be so 
overwhelming that we can’t help but cry out in praise…
all of the redeemed and eventually the entire world. 
Everything that has breath will cry out in worship. Find 
ways to worship God. Use your talents, whatever they 
are, and don’t forget to worship God in daily life as you 
traverse this world.

Praise the Lord! 
Praise God in His sanctuary;
Praise Him in His mighty expanse.
Praise Him for His mighty deeds:
Praise Him according to His excellent greatness.
Praise Him with trumpet sound;
Praise Him with harp and lyre.
Praise Him with timbrel and dancing;
Praise Him with stringed instruments and pipe.
Praise Him with loud cymbals;
Praise Him with resounding cymbals.
Let everything that has breath praise the Lord.
Praise the Lord!

- Psalm 150
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Prime	Timers’	Ministry	 By	Buster	Morris

W

I can’t believe we are still battling this COVID-19. We 
hear so many different opinions it seems like everyday 
there is a new study, one says it is slowing down another 
says it’s increasing. What to believe? 

As I ponder these options I continually ask and seek 
God’s understanding. I believe the truth lies somewhere in 
between all those opinions and studies.  

What I’m most thankful for in these uncertain days is 
that we have a God who never changes. (Amen)

Psalm 102:25-27 (ESV) 

Of old you laid the foundation of the earth, and the 
heavens are the work of your hands. They will perish, but 
you will remain; they will all wear out like a garment. You 
will change them like a robe, and they will pass away, but 
you are the same, and your years have no end. 

It is so reassuring to have a Savior who is the same 
yesterday, today and forever. When we read His word and 
discover His promise’s that’s where we find strength and 
hope in times such as these. 

All our travel plans are still on hold for now. Please 
continue to pray for our leadership here at MHBC, that 
God will guide us in our decisions about when it is His 
time to move forward. 
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams

S

Camp Longridge

As some of you have heard, Camp Longridge made the 
decision last month to cancel all their summer 
programming including all children’s camps. Up to that 
point, they had hoped to find a way to continue with their 
original schedule and do it in such a way that everyone 
would be safe. After having discussions with the CDC and 
other camps, they accepted the fact that it was not 
possible. For those of you who signed your child up for 
camp and paid a deposit, I have requested that the camp 
return that money instead of keeping it for next year. As 
soon as the deposit money is reimbursed to the church, we 
will return your money. 

Reopening the Children’s Programming/Ministry

I have watched with a certain amount of fascination the 
arguing going back and forth amongst church leaders 
about how and when churches should reopen their doors. 
Many people seem to have all the answers. Some senior 
pastors are insisting that their churches open the children’s 
ministry back fully at the same time the church doors open 
again. Some are pushing for an early opening while others 
are not. As one said, it’s a lot easier to close a church in a 
situation like we are in than open it back. There is much to 
consider.

I would like to publicly thank our own pastor for 
deciding that we would take this slowly. One of the 
advantages that we have in doing so is that we can watch 
what other churches are doing and learn. When we do 
decide to reopen the children’s areas, there are probably 
going to be some changes that we will have to make. 

One of the issues we will face is that children do not 
know how to socially distance themselves. My oldest 
sister who lives in New York state has three grandchildren 
with the youngest being three years old. She planned a 
simple outdoor picnic for them so that they could spend 
some time with her. It went well until the end when the 
little one wanted to go home with her grandmother. After 
that things went downhill. I tell you this story to say that 
no matter how many times a child has been told, they 
easily forget and do not understand anyway. Because we 
know this, consideration will have to be given to this as 
well as other issues. 

Another issue we will have to deal with is that of space. 
In some of our classrooms and children’s worship, the 
children are practically on top of each other. There is no 
room for socially distancing. 

There are things that we can do to help protect the 
children and those working with them. Please pray that 
the right decisions will be made and that wisdom and 
patience will prevail. 



GeneraEon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside

I am writing to all those that are taking the next step in 
their lives. Whether your step is from elementary to 
middle, middle to high, high to college, or college to 
career. Or maybe your next step is a career change, new 
endeavor, a new ministry, or a unique opportunity. 
Whatever it is, I have been there and made those moves 
before. I learned this advice the hard way. I want to share 
the wisdom gained. As you look into your future, and I 
look into my past, what can I tell you? Four things…

1. What I didn't know at 20 years old, I learned by the 
time I was 30. That is, your parents are probably right. No 
matter how old you are, the situation you face is a 
situation they've already met. Why are they going to be 
right? They know you, they love you, and they would do 
anything for you. It's also likely they saw coming what's 
now before you. And when they get it wrong, remember 
why you thought they would be right (see above). It will 
take the sting out of how they messed everything up (see 
Eph. 6:1-4). 

2. Learn to answer questions with "Let me think/pray 
about it." Then pray before you go to bed and the next 
morning, and you will be amazed at how God works 
overnight (see Matt. 7:7-12). Also, measure the amount of 
your heart and head you give to someone or something 
based on how long it will matter. Is it going to matter 
tomorrow? No! Then don't waste your time. But, if it's 
going to matter in a month, pray and give it some thought. 
If this decision will impact the next year of your life, it 
deserves more time and prayer. If it goes beyond a month, 
influencing years of your life—pray and read God's word 
while you pray. Then, pray more and seek the prayers and 
counsel of those who are already praying for you (your 
family, church, Lifegroup, deacons, pastors, etc.). 
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3. Follow your gifts, not your passion. God has blessed 
you with some pretty amazing gifts. You have a purpose, 
and what God has put in you is unique and will not 
change, but your passions will. The birthplace for your 
emotions, passions, and wants is your heart, and they vary 
based on your circumstances. Thus, they change. Plus, 
your heart will lie to you (see Jeremiah 17:9). However, 
your gifts are yours from God. You have them for his 
glory and your good. If you are good at something, follow 
that over your heart. Remember, when you hear that little 
voice inside you, leading you away from your gifts, don't 
listen. Using what God has given you WILL make you 
happy, he promises (see James 1:17; Phil. 2:13). 

4. Love Jesus and his church (see Matt. 6:33 and Heb. 
10:24). Prioritize him and them in your life. You will be 
amazed at how things work when you keep first things 
first. Your time is a choice. You can make it and lose it. 
Your faith is not something you choose but something 
you do (see James 2). Maybe you think "Put God first" 
should be at number 1. Well, yes, and no. If you read this 
letter from top to bottom, then you'll see that everything 
sits on this truth. Seek God first, and like this letter, your 
difficulties, decisions, time, and life, will be founded on 
what never changes and is yours in Christ Jesus, forever 
(see Matt. 7:24-27).
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6-1      Chris Anderson
6-2      Iris Arants
           Chad Faulkenberry
           Bennett Sparks
6-3      Helen Fenton
6-4      Tommy Childers
           Cheryl Jordan
6-5      Avery Grace Arthur
6-7      Cole Brewington
           Sailor McKoy
6-8      Lauren Norton
           Heather Sparks
6-10    Tamara Thomas
6-11    Jack Branham
           Lacey Taylor
6-12    Ren Jones
           Luke Tolbert
6-14    Ricky Ham 
6-16    Kalib Faulkenberry
6-17    Carliss Carter 
6-19    Parker Truesdale
6-24    Phillip Knopp
6-26    Kristen Galuppi
           Eric Leagones
6-29    Marty Huggins
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6-2     Kennerly and Patti Johnstone 
6-5     Brad and Brittany Hunt
6-6     Chris and Kelly Anderson        
6-7     Chad and Beth Faulkenberry 
6-10   Leon and Dianne Dixon
6-11   Eric and Mari Jones
6-13   Paul and Kelley Davis
6-14   Bill and Mary Andrews
6-15   Luke and Patty Tolbert
6-16   Adam and Betsy Whiteside
6-17   Frankie and Beverly Taylor
6-18   Craig and Angela Thompson
6-21   Dillon and Courtney Young
6-23   James and Brittany Hall
6-24   Billy and Jeanne Brummett
6-26   Russell and Stacey McGee
          Miles and Diana Taylor
6-29   Dale and Wendy Roberts

Tailgate 
Fellowship
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