
comfort level of our people and the recommendations of 
our government. We hope that Phase 2 will be possible 
during the month of June. In Phase 2 worship will be 
indoors, but there will be no children’s activities or 
LifeGroups on campus during the Sunday morning 
hours.

Phase 3: Back to Normal. We hope that we can begin 
returning to something resembling normal between July 
and August. Even when this happens, we understand that 
many people with underlying health issues may not be 
able to join with us right away. As a result, all of our 
services will be live-streamed even after returning to 
normal so that any of our people at home will still be 
able to join us from a distance.

These are our plans and they may change. You will be 
receiving a survey this week to help us to make even 
more decisions for the future.

With all of you, I am anxious for the days when we can 
return to normal. Until then we will run the race marked 
before us with patience and perseverance. 

May 2020
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As I write this, we are entering our 9th week of 
separation as a church body. Our world is wrestling with a 
pandemic that has strained and stretched the very fabric of 
our society. But, your church is still strong and Jesus is 
still on his throne. 

I know that many of you are wondering what our steps 
will be moving forward as a church in the next months. 
And, to be honest, I have spent many days wondering the 
same thing. Last night I met (online of course) with our 
deacons and we plotted out a course that we hope to be 
our plan moving forward in three phases over the next 
several months. Please know that these plans are not set in 
stone, but they do represent our goals. One of the primary 
decisions we have made is to attempt to prioritize in-
person gatherings as much as possible. Additionally, at 
this time, we are asking our LifeGroups to mobilize to 
meet again via online chat or through socially distanced 
activities like picnics as regularly as possible.

Phase 1: Outdoor Worship. We will continue to meet 
outdoors as we have since Easter. On Mother’s Day our 
worship will be a “parking lot” service as it has been. 
Beginning Sunday, May 17, our outdoor service will 
become more of a lawn service. You will be encouraged to 
maintain your social distancing as has been requested by 
our governor, but we will invite you to bring chairs or a 
blanket and sit with your family on the front lawn area of 
our church property for the service.

Phase 2: Moving Inside. The move to indoor worship 
will be predicated upon several factors including the 



    

Real	Worship By	Keven	Newsome

The book of Revelation records the Saints and angels 
gathered around the throne of God crying out in worship. 
Paul described worship in Philippians 3 as “worship in 
the Spirit of God and glory in Christ Jesus” that “puts no 
confidence in the flesh.” Jesus himself taught us in John 4 
to worship in “spirit and in truth.” The psalmist declares 
that all the earth worships the Lord and that everything 
that has breath should praise the Lord. Isaiah prophesied 
in chapter 45 that “every knee will bow and every tongue 
will confess,” a sentiment quoted by Paul in Romans 14 
and explained further in Philippians 2 when he said 
“every knee should bow, of those who are in heaven and 
on the earth and under the earth.”

David danced. The Levites sang. The people stood for 
hours to hear the words of God read. Abraham was 
willing to sacrifice his own son if God required it of him. 
Moses removed his sandals. Joshua fell flat upon his face. 
Jacob wrestled with God deep into the night. Daniel 
bowed before God in private three times a day. The King 
of Nineveh rose from his throne to kneel in the streets 
wearing sackcloth and ashes alongside all of his subjects. 
Nehemiah wept, mourned, fasted, and prayed for three 
days. The entire nation of Israel sang a new song after 
being saved from Pharaoh, as the women danced and 
played tambourines. And the first recorded instance of 
worship happened when Noah built an altar to God, 
thanking him for their salvation.

There is none like our God. No deed of humanity could 
ever be sufficient for God’s greatness. God is so amazing, 
so powerful, so wonderful, so merciful, so loving, that the 
least we could ever give him is everything. He deserves 
our everything and more. He deserves our hearts, our 
minds, our speech, our finances, and our time as acts of 
worship. If we even withhold one stray thought from 
God, then we have not given him what he deserves.

It can be easy to neglect our relationship with God 
during this time of forced isolation, when our routines are 
not what they should be and we’re not returning to the 

church regularly to be fed. Though your pastors are 
trying their best to provide spiritual nourishment through 
technology, the truth remains that unless you engage with 
what we’ve provided or purposed to keep yourself 
spiritually healthy in other ways, it is painfully easy to 
slide into a pattern of spiritual neglect.

But even if you are trying to engage yourself in 
spiritual learning, are you engaging in worship? If it’s 
easy to neglect learning, it’s even easier to neglect 
worship. Do not forget you need both for proper 
spiritual growth. Many people have fallen into the trap of 
learning about God, but not really experiencing or 
knowing God. Likewise, many people have sought an 
emotional experience through worship without grounding 
themselves in with theological truths.

You need both. Don’t neglect either as you strive to 
prevent spiritual neglect.

I hope to see you all soon. 
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Prime	Timers’	Ministry	 By	Buster	Morris

W

What an unbelievable time in the history of our nation. I 
was reading an email recently and was reminded of 2 
Chronicles 7:13-14,

When I shut up the heavens so that there is no rain, or 
command the locust to devour the land, or send pestilence 
among my people, if my people who are called by my 
name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven 
and will forgive their sin and heal their land.

As we face the difficulties that were brought on by this 
virus, we know it did not catch our God by surprise. As 
His children, we are instructed in His word of how we are 
to face hardships and trials when they come our way. 2 
Chronicles 7:14 reminds us that we are to humble 
ourselves, pray and seek His face, and turn from our 
wicked ways. We as a nation, not only need physical 
healing but our greater need is spiritual. Hopefully, these 
uncertain times will lead us as individuals and as a nation 

to turn to our Lord. Then, as believers, we would use this 
opportunity to share the hope that is ours in Christ Jesus. 

As you know, our senior activities have been put on 
hold but we are in hope that some restriction will be 
removed in the near future. I will try to keep everyone 
aware as our plans change. If there are any questions 
please let me know. 
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams

S

As we go through this time of quarantine and isolation, 
it is easy to fall into looking at everything from a negative 
viewpoint. I have had to remind myself that this could be 
much worse. I could be living in another time when 
medical science wasn’t where it is now, or I could be 
living in a country that has minimal medical care 
available. Instead I am living in a very comfortable house. 
I order my groceries and other things I need online, and 
those are either brought to my door, or I drive to the store 
and have someone come to my car to load my items. Yes, 
I have to be really careful because I am asthmatic, and my 
doctors have told me in exasperation that I am one of their 
patients whose asthma will never be completely under 
control. I am also at higher risk because of my age. On the 
other hand, I have a husband that periodically looks at me 
and says, “Are you alright? How are you feeling? 
Everything’s alright, isn’t it?” and children who call often 
to ask how I’m doing and to remind me not to go out.

Parents, think of it as Thanksgiving in May. Spend time
talking to your children stressing what they have to be
thankful for. You could even have a special meal during 
which everyone would say what they are thankful for. 
Remind them that God is still in control of everything that 
goes on including Covid-19. This was and is no surprise 
to Him. We will get through this, and when we do, there 
will be more good times together as a church family. 

One aspect of our lives now is making decisions that we 
never even thought about before, or in some cases, having
decisions made for us. One of the decisions that you, 
parents who have signed your children up to go to summer 
camp, have to make right now is whether or not you want 
your child to attend. Camp Longridge assures us that they 
will be open and taking campers this summer unless 
something changes. 

You may want to discuss your child’s attending with his/
her doctor. I have discussed this with mine who has made 
the decision for me. I will not be attending camp this 
summer. 

Parents, we will be getting in touch with you soon to get 
your decision about camp. If you decide that your child is 
going to attend, we will need to get to you group hold 
information so that you can do online registration. If you 
decide that you are not comfortable with your child 
attending, we will need to know that as well so that we 
can cancel for you. 

Disappointment is another aspect of Covid-19. We are 
having to make decisions that are best for ourselves and 
our families, but we don’t like it. It is, however, a time to 
help our children learn to deal with life’s many 
disappointments in a way that honors God. Children live 
in the here and now, and the future doesn’t mean as much 
to them. One of the things we have to help them 
understand is that while we may not be able to do 
something now, there will be another time when we can. 
Whether it’s about not going to camp or not attending a 
birthday party, all of these things have become part of our 
lives now. We deal with it the way we have dealt with 
anything else. We put our faith in the God who never 
changes.

Psalm 42:11 (HCSB),
Why am I so depressed?

Why this turmoil within me?
Put your hope in God, for I will still praise Him,

my Savior and my God.



GeneraEon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside

Paul says in 1Thessalonians 3:1-3,

Therefore, when we could bear it no longer, we were 
willing to be left behind at Athens alone, and we sent 
Timothy, our brother and God’s coworker in the gospel of 
Christ, to establish and exhort you in your faith, that no 
one be moved by these afflictions. For you yourselves 
know that we are destined for this (emphasis added). 

Sounds like you and me, doesn’t it? Paul is worried 
about his friends, he misses them, and he is concerned. He 
writes to encourage in love, hope, good work, in unity and 
sanctification in Christ. Then, hearing back, Paul finds 
that his concerns were well-founded, the Thessalonians 
were struggling. But surprisingly, he discovers that in their 
struggles they were flourishing. The Thessalonians had 
faith and love for Jesus and one another. There was 
adversity, but against all the odds, against all the pressures 
the world could throw at them, they were not giving in. 
Sound like us?

Two words I want to point out. Words that jumped out 
and caused me to consider the many times I was the 
receiver of God’s sending that I wouldn’t be moved in my 
afflictions. The many perfectly timed moments when a 
person arrived to pick me up, encourage me, pray for me; 
and if you’re reading this, likely, you’ve been that person 
for me, and I am grateful.

These are different days and I want to encourage you to 
recognize the “sendings” of God—and your opportunity 
to be sent by God. Obviously, I don’t mean for you to 
break any of the social distancing rules (you can’t write 
letters either, I tried before Betsy said I couldn’t). But 
what you can do is send a text or email. You can call and 
pray and praise. 
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You can and must share the little things, share anything 
good and uplifting (Eph. 4:29). We must recognize 
anyone who has been sent and be sent ourselves.

Sidebar from your student pastor: I want the church 
and our parents to know how much our teenagers have 
encouraged me. Daily, I receive a message from at least 
one asking about how I am, about Dean, Beth, and Betsy 
and how they can be praying for us. We share and joke, 
we send gifts, we stay in touch. They have been a part of 
God’s sending so that I am encouraged. Take a cue from 
them, and don’t miss the rest of Thessalonians 3.
Paul continues by reminding that days like this would 
come. But Paul hearing the news from Timothy has 
caused celebration, praise, and thanksgiving to be 
returned to God. Paul exclaims that he has joy and longs 
to see his brothers and sisters again. Then, in the end, a 
simple but powerful prayer is prayed. 
1 Thessalonians 3:11-13,

Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord 
Jesus, direct our way to you, and may the Lord make you 
increase and abound in love for one another and for all, 
as we do for you, so that he may establish your hearts 
blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

This prayer must be ours. As we live separated, for now, 
we know that this too shall pass, and in time, we will have 
joy and celebration together to the glory of God and the 
praises of his Son. We miss you all, but we will see you 
soon.
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5-1      Erica Hendrix
5-4      Cohen Hall
           Shawn Tarte
5-5      Glenn Lyles
5-6      David Simmons
5-7      Tom Austin
5-9      Tara Truesdale
           Jessica Williamson
           Larry Wilson
5-10    Dick Haudenshild
           Sloan Thompson
5-11    George Dixon
           Sandra Hunter
           Sarah Newsome
5-13    John T Arledge
           Wyatt Thompson
5-14    Rhonda Adams
           Wanda Milliski
5-15    Luke Allen
           Virgina Morris
           Callie Sparks
5-16    Lois Petit 
5-17    Leroy Boykin
5-19    MacKenzie Sparks 
5-20    Leigh Gunter 
           James Hall
5-21    Diana Taylor
5-22    Willow Odom
5-24    Alexa Baker
5-26    Courtney Young 
5-27    Dianne Dixon
           Jimmy Lantz 
           Amy Williams
5-30   Charles Bristow
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5-13   Jim and Mary Mathis 
5-19   Farrell and Merci Hair
5-24   Johnny and Meredith Morris        
5-29   Keven and DeAnna Newsome 
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