
In 325 AD, Nicholas also participated in the Council of 
Nicaea which once and for all acknowledged that Jesus 
was God. Legend even holds that Nicholas confronted a 
heretical pastor (Arius) on the floor of the council and 
the two got into a fist-fight over orthodoxy.
We don’t know for sure if St. Nick gave Arius a bloody 
nose, but we can say with a high degree of certainty that 
he was not fat and he was most likely not white. More 
than likely Nicholas shared the complexion of others 
from the Mediterranean area, he spoke Greek, and most 
believe he was an ascetic, which would mean he was 
probably fairly gaunt in appearance. We also know that 
Nicholas valued Christ and stood firm for orthodoxy 
while working to see the poor around him delivered from 
their difficult circumstances. May it be said of us all, that 
like dear old St. Nick, we loved Jesus well and sought to 
see the poor and the outcast cared for and loved.
Merry Christmas and God bless you all!
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By the time you read this, most of you will have enjoyed 
your Thanksgiving celebrations and decorated (or at least 
begun decorating) for Christmas. The stockings are hung 
by the chimney with care in hopes that Saint Nicholas 
soon will be there. But where did this whole idea of St. 
Nick come from anyway?
Nicholas was a real person, but not just any person. 
Nicholas of Myra was a pastor in the fourth century who  
served Christ faithfully and impacted his community for 
Christ. The legend that sprang up around St. Nick came 
about as the result of his generosity. Nicholas was born 
into a relatively well-to-do family, but while he was an 
infant, his parents died  after contracting a disease while 
ministering to the poor. Nicholas inherited everything but 
turned away from his life of privilege and instead 
followed the Lord into ministry. According to ancient 
tradition, Nicholas’s anonymous gift giving began in his 
hometown when he delivered money to a poor widower 
who was contemplating selling his daughters into slavery. 
Nicholas didn’t just deliver peppermint or toys, he 
delivered young women from slavery with his gifts.

Nicholas was also persecuted and tortured for his faith 
under the rule of Diocletian. For much of his tenure as the 
bishop of Myra (in Turkey), Christians were a hated 
minority. Only when Constantine’s rule expanded from 
the East to include the entire Roman Empire were 
Christians granted liberty to worship without persecution.



    

Worship	Ministry By	Keven	Newsome
On the evening of December the 15th, the adult, student, 
and children’s choir will be presenting a joint Christmas 
cantata called Always a King. We did a joint cantata last 
year and everyone enjoyed it so much we decided to do it 
again. I hope all of you will plan to attend. These choirs 
have worked hard since August to be ready, and they all 
sound great!

I want to thank all of the adult choir members for their 
continued dedication and hard work. You all make my job 
look easy. I also want to thank Denee Hayes and my wife 
DeAnna for their work with the children’s choir. I think 
the children may be more excited about this cantata than 
the adults! While I’m at it, let me also thank all the 
musicians in the Praise Team for their dedication week 
after week. We are truly blessed to have so many selfless 
and talented musicians!

 

Please come out and support these choirs. The cantata 
will be presented on our “Cookies and Carols” night. The 
silent auction will precede the cantata, the cantata will be 
our “carols,” and there will be cookies from the student 
ministry to follow. It promises to be a great time and a 
blessing to all who attend.

With that being said…Ahem…it’s also time to start 
planning our Easter cantata. There’s not much to report 
yet, but I do want to say that if you’ve thought about 
being a part of our music ministry but haven’t jumped in 
yet, join us after Christmas! We will begin working on 
Easter in January and we’d love to have you!

Have a great Christmas and we’ll see you on December  
15th!
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Prime	Timers’	Ministry	 By	Buster	Morris

W

It’s that most wonderful time of the year. It’s a time when 
our families gather and we share fellowship, memories 
and gifts. As we reflect on the greatest gift ever, Jesus 
Christ, let us not allow the busyness of the season to draw 
us away from what it’s truly about. It is also a great time 
to share why we celebrate and the hope that is ours 
through our Savior. While there is great light in Christ 
there is still much darkness around us and many that need 
to hear the glorious good news.  I want to challenge our 
senior adults as well as our church body to be sensitive to 
the doors that will be open during this season of love, and 
to invite others into God’s Kingdom. We will all have a 
special opportunity this year as our church will be 
knocking on doors in our community to invite them to 
come and be a part of our Christmas celebration. I hope 
you will all be praying about these opportunities during 
this most wonderful season and be apart of sharing the 
GREATEST GIFT OF ALL!
Romans 1:16 (ESV) 
 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew 
first and also to the Greek. 

I am very thankful for another year. The Lord has blessed 
our church and the Senior Adult ministry in so many 
ways. 

Blessings,
Buster

Upcoming Events
December 3 – Breakfast at Church 8:00 AM
December  6-7 – Charleston Christmas Trip 
December 12 – Karesh Wing Ministry 2:30 PM
December 13 – Shoe Box Opportunity Charlotte
December 19 – Prime Timer Christmas Fellowship 6:00 
PM 
December 26 – Springdale Ministry 2:30 PM 

Mission	Emphasis:	LoCe	Moon	
How much do you really know about the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering’s namesake? 
Lottie Moon, the namesake of Southern Baptists’ 
international missions offering, has become a legend. But 
in her time, Lottie was anything but an untouchable hero. 
In fact, she was like today’s missionaries. She labored 
tirelessly so her people group could know Jesus. 
Well over 100 years ago, a missionary named Lottie 
Moon, while serving in China, began writing letters home 
detailing China’s hunger for truth and the struggle of 
having so few missionaries. She challenged the American 
church to send and support more workers to China. She 
also shared the urgent need for their support through 
prayer and giving. After her death on the field, her 
challenge was heeded in the formalization of an offering 
in her name.
Born Charlotte Digges Moon, December 12, 1840, in 
Albemarle County, Virginia. Lottie rebelled against 
Christianity until she was in college. In December 1858, 
she dedicated her life to Christ. 

Lottie set sail for China when she was 32 years old. She 
had turned down a marriage proposal and left her job, 
home, and family to follow God’s lead. Her path wasn’t 
typical for an educated woman from a wealthy Southern 
family. God had gripped her with the Chinese peoples’ 
need for a savior.
Lottie Moon was passionate about people knowing Christ. 
For 39 years, Lottie labored, chiefly in Tengchow and 
P’ingtu. People feared and rejected her, but she refused to 
leave. The aroma of fresh baked cookies drew people to 
her house. She adopted traditional Chinese dress, and she 
learned China’s language and customs. Lottie didn’t just 
serve the people of China, she identified with them. Many 
eventually accepted her and some accepted her Savior. 
Disease, turmoil, and lack of co-workers threatened to 
undo Lottie’s work, but she gave herself completely to 
God, helping lay the foundation of what would become 
the modern Chinese church. Lottie Moon died at 72—ill 
and in declining health after decades of ministering to her 
beloved Chinese. But her legacy lives on. Today, when 
gifts aren’t growing as quickly as the number of workers 
God is calling to the field, her call for sacrificial giving 
rings with more urgency than ever. 
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams

S

Focus on the Family’s The Truth Project states, “A 
comprehensive biblical worldview is one that includes and 
fundamentally understands God’s truth claimed over every 
area of life. Our personal worldview then is the total set of 
truth claims that we have bought, consciously or 
subconsciously, which drive our emotions and what we 
think and do in unguarded moments.” Worldview, then, is 
the way that we make sense of the world around us. Most 
people’s worldview is set by the time they are thirteen 
years old and is refined during the teenage and emerging 
adult years through life experiences. Then it is passed on 
to others, such as children and grandchildren. 
It is said that worldview is fuzzy for most Americans. In 
other words, most people don’t know what they believe. I 
believe that is what we are seeing today in this country. 
Worldview changes for many people depending on who 
they are talking to at the moment. Even Christians are 
falling into this. Most Christians have a worldview that is 
more secular than biblical. Part of the reason for this is the 
biblical illiteracy that this country is engulfed in. How can 
we have a biblical worldview when we don’t even know 
what the Bible tells us?

The answers to the following statements are or should be 
basic Christian knowledge, yet it is said that only nineteen 
percent of Christians know the right, biblical answers. 
1. Do absolute moral truths exist?
2. Is absolute truth defined by the Bible?
3. Who is Jesus?
4. Did Jesus Christ live a sinless life?
5. Is God the all-powerful and all-knowing Creator of the 
universe, and does he still rule it today?
6. Is salvation a gift from God that cannot be earned?
7. Is Satan real?
8. Does a Christian have a responsibility to share his or 
her faith in Christ with other people?
9. Is the Bible accurate in all of its teachings?
In the new year, the older children will be looking at these 
questions and questions like these and asking what the 
Bible says in answer to the questions.
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GeneraHon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside

6

Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might… 
(Ecclesiastes 9:10a)

The writer of Ecclesiastes said to do with all your might, 
not get an A. He is exhorting hard work not 
accomplishing much. For him, there is no goal, only 
effort. 
Have you noticed how scared to death our teenagers are to 
fail? Why? It seems we are living in a goal-oriented 
world, a culture that rewards performance, not the person. 
Accomplishments have become more influential than 
developing core values. I recently heard a podcast on this 
topic and it caused me to rethink how I train and reinforce 
behavior in my children. So, I'll ask you, what's your 
training regiment look like? Are you a performance-based 
parent? Are you more concerned with your child getting 
an A than with working hard and taking some risks? Do 
you hold your child accountable to a standard of behavior 
or a performance-based goal?
It should be mentioned that standards are metrics based on 
actions and are measurable daily. Goals are 
accomplishments only based on performance and may or
may not happen on a daily basis as tests and exams are 
periodic at best.

If you want your child to learn to work with all their 
might, don't base their success, and your praise, on 
whether they get an A. Base it instead on a standard, an 
action. We want our children to become right people who 
are accountable to standards and endeavor toward their 
goals fearlessly. We must make it ok to fail at a goal if 
they work hard. Goals are things you can work on 
tomorrow. On the other hand, a standard must have 
immediate accountability, reinforcement, and reward. 
For example: If you want your child to do well in math, 
don't say you need to get an A. Instead, set a standard 
that reinforces hard work. Maybe the standard is that 
they should do 30 math problems a day. Then check and 
see if they did 30 math problems. If they did 29, tell 
them to go back and do one more. If the standard is 30, 
hold them accountable and reward them for their effort. 
If they get an A, celebrate. If they get a B, celebrate. 
Goals are still worth setting and pursuing but never at the 
expense of what is most valuable, in this case, learning 
the core value of working with all their might. The 
result: your child will learn that effort is more important 
than outcome; that if you work hard, the goals will take 
care of themselves. They'll learn to take a risk without 
fear, knowing that you will be proud of the person they 
have become. 
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12-6     Kenneth and Audrey Barfield
12-13   Chad and Denee Hayes
12-21   Dale and Velma Correll
12-23   Jay and Marty Huggins
12-24   Phillip and Tabatha Knopp
12-30   Thomas and Cheri Austin
12-31   Julian and Virginia Morris

12-2     Bill Andrews
            Malorie Bantum
12-4     Tommy Jordan
            Becca Grace Williams
12-6     Buddy Hyatt
            Diane Spradley
12-7     Madison Grant
            Cody Taylor
            Michael Williamson
12-15   Michael Arrington
            Cheryl Colvin
            Emmaline Sparks
12-17   Kaitlyn Anderson
            Cooper Morris
12-19   Neva Arrington
            Carmen Bean
            Riley Hendrix
12-25   Matthew Arrants
12-26   Zinda Hayes
            Mary Simmons
            Opal Simmons
12-27   Staci Hyatt
            Koi Knopp
12-28   Glenda Kniphfer
12-29   Jill Snipes
            Gregg Williams
12-30   Cheyenne Anderson   
12-31   Loucas L’Elie
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