
We will even be scheduling some particular times to go 
out with our church family to share the gospel in the 
community surrounding our church building.
I don’t want you to pass by Thanksgiving without 
you taking time to reflect on God’s blessings to your 
family, our church, and our nation. Make time to thank 
God this month. But, please make time to pray for our 
missions and evangelism emphasis in the month of 
December as well. The greatest gift for which we should 
be thankful is the gift of Jesus, and there are many in our 
circles of influence who do not know him.  We have the 
answer to the world’s problems and the opportunity to 
share the answer.
I pray God’s blessings on each of you this month and 
look forward to enjoying all of the events of the holidays 
with you this year.
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Dear Church Family,
I’m glad that you will read this during the holiday season. 
As many of you may remember, we begin decorating at 
the Thompson house as early as possible, and this year has 
been no different. We love fall, Thanksgiving, and 
Christmas (we only tolerate Halloween because it gives us 
an opportunity to love on our neighbors). With the speed 
bump of Halloween behind us, we can focus on the really 
good holidays!
I’m excited about all of the November events in our lives, 
especially our annual church-wide Thanksgiving meal. It 
is one of the highlights of my entire year. However, I want 
to get the cart a little ahead of the horse and write to you 
about something coming up in December. I’m mentioning 
it now, because I want you to begin praying and preparing 
for our December emphasis.
During the month of December our focus will be on 
missions and evangelism. As we celebrate Jesus’ birth, we 
are going to focus on giving the greatest gift of all to our 
friends, family, and neighbors. We will do this by giving 
to the Lottie Moon Christmas Offering for international 
missions and by equipping you to better share the gospel 
through evangelism. Our sermons during the month of 
December will focus on the gospel, missions, and 
evangelism. We have books and resources to help you 
share the gospel. 



    

Discipleship	and	Worship	 By	Keven	Newsome

WORSHIP

One of the things that worship does, is connect us to a 
rich history and heritage of worshipping God. Worship, 
like studying the scriptures, has a way of transcending the 
centuries to connect us to believers past, present, and 
future.

When we sing A Mighty Fortress is Our God, that great 
anthem about the steadfastness of our Savior, we are 
singing words penned by Martin Luther and sung by the 
Christians of the Protestant Reformation. Even more 
fantastic is knowing that when we sing Oh Taste and See 
or Your Love Oh Lord, we are singing words penned by 
David himself, the man after God’s own heart chosen by 
God to be King over Israel. Though his original tune has 
been lost and we now sing a tune of modern making, the 
words remain the same…words that have been sung for 
thousands of years by millions of believers throughout the 
entire world. Likewise, it is our burden to create new 
worship songs, for the Bible commands us to do so, that 
will be sung for many generations to come, maybe even 
for hundreds of years.

As we enter this holiday season, we will sing traditional 
carols to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Some of these carols 
are very old and have been sung for many generations. As 
we sing these, be sure to appreciate how worship has 
connected you with past believers, and how our 
participation in worship and perpetuations of these 
worship songs will connect us to generations to come. It’s 
a humbling thing to be a part of the eternal church, and 
never should we be more aware of our place in it than 
when we open our mouths in song.

DISCIPLESHIP

Our lives are cluttered. No one can deny that our culture 
moves at a faster pace than ever. Unfortunately, to much 
clutter and busyness can push God to the fringes and 
leave little room for those important things we need to 
keep ourselves spiritually healthy. When this happens, it 
is wise for us to practice the discipline of simplicity.

Simplicity is not merely pairing down our busyness. It is 
an inward reality that results in an outward life-style. 
Simplicity begins with an inward focus and unity with 
God, which unifies and focuses our inward selves back to 
the simplicity of our faith and trust in God. It brings us to 
an understanding that God is all we truly need and helps 
us to let go of any clutter of things that keeps us from our 
connection with God. Having then simplified our 
thoughts, our emotions, and our priorities back to God-
centered ones, our outward lifestyle is suddenly free.

So as you can see, the proper practice of simplicity 
begins in the heart. It’s not necessarily about how much 
you are doing in life, but about the focus of your heart as 
you do these things. Where is your focus? What dictates 
the busyness of your life? Is it the things and the 
schedules? Or is it your focus on God?

Matthew 6:33 says, “Seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things will be provided 
for you.” This verse is not a prosperity verse that says if 
we seek God first he’ll give us everything we want. 
Rather, it’s a verse that says when we order our lives with 
the kingdom of God first, then all the details and 
busyness of our lives will be taken care of by God. 
Wouldn’t it be great to let God take care of making sure 
you get to all the things on your schedule? Practice the 
discipline of simplicity. Refocus your time and energy 
into putting the kingdom of God first, and watch and see 
what God does to make your life a little less cluttered.
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Prime	Timers’	Ministry	 By	Buster	Morris

W

 
We had a great October. We went to the fair this year for 
the first time in several years and everyone had a lot of 
fun. The weather was a little challenging, but we had good 
fellowship and too much fair food.
I’m writing this before our trip to Pigeon Forge, but we 
are looking for an exciting time of worship while we are 
there. The mountains should be beautiful. There will be 
great preaching and music. Dr. David Jeremiah will be 
sharing God’s word and Charles Billingsley will be 
leading worship each day. Greater Vision and several 
more Christian artists will also be sharing in worship 
while we are there. Country music legend Charlie Daniels 
will be sharing his testimony of God’s grace in his life. 
We are very excited and thankful for this opportunity. 

Blessings, 
Buster 

Thursday November 14 – Karesh Wing Ministry 2:30 PM
Sunday November 17 – Thanksgiving Supper 6:00 PM 
No Senior Supper This Month 
Tuesday November 26 – Springdale Ministry 2:30 PM 

Upcoming Events
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Children’s	Ministry	 By	Rhonda	Adams

S

 
The Children’s Ministry has some activities planned for 
the children this November and December with the 
intention that they will help the children focus on the true 
meaning of Thanksgiving and Christmas. 
Operation Christmas Child Packing Party 
On Wednesday, November 6, during our regular meeting 
time, all the children will have a packing party for 
Operation Christmas Child. The boxes will include the 
shoes that were ordered with the money that the children 
raised. They were able to buy 82 pairs of shoes. Our goal 
is to pack 50 boxes. 
World Bean Game
On Wednesday, November 20, during our regular meeting 
time, the older children will play the World Bean Game. 
The game is designed to provide kids an experience that 
makes the challenges of global hunger and the need for 
missions more real. The children will be divided into three 
groups with some having more beans than others. The 
beans are to be used to “buy” food, water, medicine, and 
shelter. During the game while players are trying to get 
enough beans to buy resources, “missionaries” will be 
there to tell them about God’s love and provide extra 
beans for resources. 
Christmas Around the World
On Wednesday, December 4 from 6:30 until 7:30, our K5 
through 5th grade children will experience some of the 
Christian Christmas customs around the world. They will 
act out some of the customs as well as eat some of the 
foods that are eaten in various parts of the world to 
celebrate the birth of Christ. Our preschoolers will 
participate in the parts that are age appropriate for them.
Morning in Bethlehem
On Sunday, December 8 during morning worship, our K-5 
through 5th grade children will experience some of what it 
would have been like during Jesus’ times. They will dress 
in the types of clothing that the Jewish people of Jesus’ 
time would have worn. Then they will sign the census 
under the careful eyes of several Roman soldiers. They 
will pay taxes to a tax collector. They will hear about what 
it would have been like to have lived in a Jewish home. 
Lastly they will eat some of the foods Jesus would have 
eaten. 

Baby Shower Celebrating Jesus
On Wednesday, December 11 from 6:30 until 7:30, our 
K5 through 5th grade children will participate in a baby 
shower. During that time, they will play baby shower 
games and eat baby shower foods. The preschoolers will 
participate as much as possible. The focus will be the 
birth of Christ. 
Camp Winter Blast
Some of our  3rd through 5th graders will be going to 
Camp Longridge to attend Camp Winter Blast December 
13th, 14th, and 15th. We will be leaving from Malvern 
Hill that Friday at 4:00 and will be returning that Sunday 
during morning worship. During Winter Blast, the 
children will participate in cabin and team games, 
devotions, worship and chapel services, Christmas 
activities, friendly contests, and more. This is an excellent 
opportunity for our children who have never been to camp 
to get a taste of camp life. 
Jesus’ Birthday Party
On Sunday, December 22 during morning worship, all the 
children will celebrate Jesus’ birth with a birthday party. 
All the children will go to the new children’s building for 
the reading of the birth of Christ. While there they will 
sing happy birthday to Jesus and have birthday cake. Then 
they will separate into their own age groups for more 
activities in their usual locations. 

Dates to Remember

November 6 – Operation Christmas Child Packing Party
November 20 – World Bean Game
December 4 – Christmas Around the World
December 8 – Morning in Bethlehem
December 11 – Baby Shower Celebrating Jesus
December 13-15 – Winter Blast at Camp Longridge
December 22 – Jesus’ Birthday Party
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GeneraFon180	Ministry By	Adam	Whiteside
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Attitude of Gratitude
A Revelation and Response

Have you ever felt unappreciated? You work and provide 
and someone you love takes without a single thank you? 
If you're a parent, you've felt this way before, and you 
hurt because unexpressed gratitude looks and feels like 
ingratitude (i.e., not being grateful). 
We all want our children to be grateful; we want them to 
appreciate effort and hard work. We want them to see our 
love and what it means to sacrifice. But demanding the 
thank you, like we often do, is not enough for them to 
develop their attitude of gratitude. If you want them to 
learn from you, you must first possess one yourself. That 
requires a revelation and your right response. 
One night on the way home from practice Dean and I 
swung into McDonalds. My starving son ordered 94 
chicken nuggets, five gallons of french-fries, and a two-
liter Sprite. As we pulled away, I reached over to grab a 
fry. Immediately, he leaned away, put his arms around the 
$48 worth of food I just bought, gritted his teeth and 
uttered the word, "MINE!" How did I react? I calmly, and 
with my most fatherly voice proclaimed: 
I AM THE GREAT PROVIDER OF FRENCH-FRIES! You 
have life because of me; you're eating those fries with 
straight teeth because of me; you're wearing clothes, and 
there's $300 worth of baseball equipment in the back 
because of me! I am the ruler and provider of french-fries, 
and I can either cover you in fries, or I can take them 
away! Whatever french-fries I ask for—are french-fries I 
have already given you!
It shouldn't be hard to connect the dots back to your heart. 
Ingratitude for fries is one thing. But here's your 
revelation—think about how God blesses and then feels at 
your unexpressed gratitude. Like Dean, you need a 
revelation. You must continuously look and count your 
blessings. See the new and remember the old. Whatever 
gratitude your heart has to offer is there because God first 
blessed. Searching for and finding a new blessing every 
day will begin developing your attitude of gratitude, and 
with that revelation, you will initiate your right response. 
A response like the one we read about in Luke 17. It says:

On the way to Jerusalem he was passing along between 
Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered a village, he was 
met by ten lepers, who stood at a distance and lifted up 
their voices, saying, "Jesus, Master, have mercy on us." 
When he saw them he said to them, "Go and show 
yourselves to the priests. And as they went they were 
cleansed (Luke 17:11-14).
They acknowledged Jesus's power and were healed. But 
what happens next is our example of the right response. 
It says in verse 15: 
Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, 
turned back, praising God with a loud voice; and he fell 
on his face at Jesus' feet, giving him thanks. Now he was 
a Samaritan. Then Jesus answered, "Were not ten 
cleansed? Where are the nine? Was no one found to 
return and give praise to God except this foreigner?" 
And he said to him, "Rise and go your way; your faith 
has made you well (Luke 17: 15-19). 
One saw his blessing and responded rightly. But do you 
think the other nine were grateful? I think they were. 
How could they not be? If we could go back and ask, 
they might say, "Absolutely we're grateful, are you 
crazy? Just a second ago we were lepers, and now we're 
not." 
But remember, when gratitude is not expressed, it looks 
and feels like ingratitude, as Jesus points out, saying, 
"Where are the nine?" Now you see how, even when 
there's no question that you're grateful if you don't 
rightly respond with expressed gratitude, it looks and 
feels like ingratitude. 
It's the response to the revelation that says thank you, 
and as you develop your attitude of gratitude, it won't 
take much to teach your children to develop their own. 
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Collection

11-2     Billy and Grace Holden
11-19   Chelsey and Jamie Boykin
11-23   James and Patsy Brogdon
11-24   Quay and Brenda Young
11-24   Buster and Charlotte Morris
11-26   Mike and Dora Jane Barwick

11-1     Jason Jordan
11-4     Dave Spradley
11-6     Dora Jane Barwick
11-7     Michell Holden
            Corey Peay
11-9     Judy Kambeitz
            Brian Morris
11-11   Jack Jordan
            Ann Martin
11-12   Dustin Anderson
11-14   Pat Lantz
            Beverly Taylor
11-16   Landon Garbade
            Zoie Hayes
            Adam Whiteside
11-17   Carl Kambeitz
            Granger Morgan
            Amy Morris
11-19   Rachel Blackburn
11-21   Zach Knopp
11-22   Brice McKoy
11-23   Brenda Young
11-25   Ashley Brewington
            Charlotte Morris
            Becca Sparks
11-26   Janice Arledge
            Michelle Johnson
            Johnny Morris
            Abby Tarte
11-27   Turner Roberts
11-28   Autumn Oddie
            Caroline Oddie
11-29   Ashley Dowey
11-30   Nathan Brewington
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