September 2019

From the Pastor’s Desk
The building of a healthy church often looks less like
a Blow-chart or a pyramid, and more circular. Each of
the necessary components of a healthy, biblical church
depend on the other. Good preaching leads to
scriptural Bidelity, but at the same time, it is necessary
for a church to trust in the totality of scriptural truth
for good preaching to be received from the pulpit. A
healthy church will be excited about evangelism, but
unless there is an understanding of the gospel, they
can’t actually share the gospel. Likewise, sharing the
gospel without an intentional process of discipleship is
a failure, and so on it goes.
During September and into October, we will be
examining the pieces necessary for a healthy church.
They include:
•
Expositional Preaching
•
Intentional Discipleship
•
Evangelistic Fervor
•
Scriptural Fidelity
•
Biblical Leadership
But what about worship and prayer? Prayer is an
overarching principle and encompasses all aspects of
church health. If we were to re-imagine the graph
above, prayer would be the central hub around which
all of the other components would turn. And as it
relates to worship, a church that prays, disciples and
preaches will naturally lift her voices toward the
heavens in worship. The most important questions to
be asked about the music and worship of any church

By Craig Thompson
are the same as those mentioned above. Does the
worship of the church cling to the truths of scripture,
does it promote discipleship, is it evangelistic, and
does it preach the word faithfully through song?
Healthy churches come in all shapes and sizes. They
are made up of blue collar people and white collar
people. Some are growing rapidly, others are healthy
in rural communities and do not experience dynamic
numerical growth. Some healthy churches are very
well off with large staffs and other healthy churches
employ bi-vocational pastors. Some healthy churches
are very modern and others are very traditional. But,
regardless of what else characterizes a healthy
church, you can rest assured that healthy churches
hold closely to the Bive principles listed above.
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Discipleship and Worship

By Keven Newsome
church to rediscover the preeminence of the Word.
And to value the teaching of the Word. We need to
value truth over feeling. Truth over emotion. And
what we are seeing now is the result of the church
raising up inBluencers who did not supremely
value truth who have led a generation who also do
not believe in the supremacy of truth.”
The consensus from all the conference speakers
and vendors was that Christian music has become
increasingly wide and shallow. Wide, in that it has
become more vague in order to not offend someone
with politically incorrect truths; and shallow, in that
the theology represented is infantile at best.
The church, the world-wide church, needs to take
seriously the impact songs have on us, our children,
and our grandchildren. Just because they’re fun and
catchy to sing, doesn’t make them spiritually
beneBicial. Those bright colored boxes on the cereal
aisle, promising cool toys and tasty experiences,
aren’t exactly healthy. Likewise, we should avoid Fruit
Loop worship.
Neither should a theologically-rich worship song be
boring. When God creates, he creates with truth,
beauty, and function. When we create songs, we
should do the same: songs full of Biblical truth,
beautiful to sing, that function as integral parts of our
worship and discipleship.
In all fairness, I see a movement in the church today
in the right direction. More and more Christian
creatives are making their art narrow and deep, and
rejecting the norm of wide and shallow. More and
more are working hard to create with excellence, to
the glory of God and the building of the church. I
believe we are on the cusp of a worship renaissance
in the church, long over-due, where we will Bill our
sanctuaries once again with new songs of faith, full of
rich theology and beautiful melodies. These will be
the songs our children will remember and teach to
their children. When you hear them, cling to them,
and just look past those other songs that could be
about a boy, or girl, or even Elvis.
Afterall, Bifteen thousand worship leaders, pastors,
and musicians gathered in one place, seemingly with
the same concern on their hearts. And I don’t believe
that was coincidence. Not one second.

A couple of weeks ago, DeAnna and I attended the
Sing! Getty Music Worship Conference in Nashville.
Little did we know, conversations we had during our
travel to the conference would actually reBlect a
common theme we heard from almost everyone there.
It all started before we left Camden, when as we
listened to the local contemporary Christian radio
station, we noticed that in three songs in a row, not a
single one mentioned the names of Jesus, Christ, or
God. Though they implied who they were talking
about, the language was very vague. Which prompted
me to ask the question: If we listened to Christian
music without our Christian worldview glasses on,
would the songs still point to Jesus?
So we started doing that. We listened to one song
that could have been about a boy the singer liked, and
another one, sung by a guy, that could have been for a
girl. And it doesn’t matter if the song talks about the
“king” being alive, if the listener is not a believer the
song might as well be about Elvis faking his own death.
As I mentioned above, this very issue proved to be a
common concern at the conference. Held in the
Opryland Resort, Bifteen thousand people all seemed
to say the same thing – at least the speakers,
musicians, and vendors we interacted with did: We are
not satis0ied with the state of Christian music today.
Christian songwriter Stuart Townend, cowriter of In
Christ Alone, said that we need more theologically rich
worship songs in our churches.
Singer songwriter Keith Getty said we need new
songs of faith that can become traditions of truth, sung
by this generation and passed on to the next.
Irish artist and sculptor Ross Wilson said we can’t
just add Jesus and stir. We have to be higher than that
because of who we’re doing it for.
Christian hip-hop artist Trip Lee said we can’t give
creatives a pass on theology and discipleship, to the
detriment of their souls.
If this conversation sounds familiar, it’s because just
a few weeks ago this very thing made its way around
social media. At the beginning of August, Marty
Sampson, a worship leader with Hillsong United and
co-writer of Oceans, announced that he was falling
away from the faith. Which prompted a response from
John Cooper, lead singer of the Christian rock band
Skillet to respond with some profound wisdom on the
subject. Here’s John Cooper in his own words:
“We now have a church culture that learns who God
is from singing modern praise songs rather than
from the teachings of the Word…It is time for the
2

Prime Timers’ Ministry

By Buster Morris

Can you believe that it’s September? Where did the
summer go? As you know this is Senior Fair month,
which will be held on Tuesday, September 24th. This is
our 18th year of hosting this event. We are looking
forward to another great day of fellowship and
worship. We have over 15 venders lined up to
participate that day. I want to remind you that we will
need your help that day. We have a signup sheet for
volunteers, as host and kitchen workers. We also have
a sheet for desserts that we will need that day. Please
go ahead and signup so we can have an idea of where
we stand.
Our keynote speaker this year will be Dr. William,
Nicholson President of Connie Maxwell Children’s
Home. He is back by popular demand. I had numerous
folks to ask to have him back. He will be back to share
more about his call to Connie Maxwell and the future
plans for this great ministry. Please be in prayer about
your participation and God blessings on this event.

Upcoming Events
•
•
•
•
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Tuesday, September 10 – Hamricks leaving
church at 9:00 AM
Thursday, September 12 – Karesh Wing
Ministry
No Senior Supper
Tuesday, September 24 – Senior Fair 9:30 AM2:30 PM

Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams
Babies and Toddlers (Birth - One year olds)
1st Wednesday – April Garbade, Ashley Dowey
2nd Wednesday – Jamie Thompson, Charlotte Morris
3rd Wednesday – Judy Kambeitz, Carl Kambeitz
4th Wednesday – Diana Taylor
5th Wednesday – Velma Correll, Darlene Ham

Below you will see the children’s ministry staff for
2019-20. This does not include all those who work in
childcare during Sunday morning and evening worship. I
would like to thank everyone who have agreed to serve
this year. If you have been involved in the church for more
than a few years, you will notice that many of the names
listed below have worked in children’s ministry for years.
I would especially like to thank those people who have
given to the church through the children’s ministry
faithfully serving week in and week out.
We have a teacher’s position opening in Preschool B and
one in 4th and 5th grades’ Life Group. Our church policy
for our children’s ministry is that no adult is to be alone
with the children at any time. This is for the protection of
the church and for the teachers/workers/children. I know
that it often looks as though our teachers can handle things
on their own, but this is our church policy and it is a good
one.

Wednesday Evening Refreshments – Dianne Elliott, Kristie
Williams, Angela Thompson

Children’s Ministry
New Church Year
Kick Off/Water Day
Wednesday
September 11 6:30-7:30
Preschool Through 5th Grade
Supper will be served. Children can bring/wear swimsuits or bring a
change of clothes. They will
also need a towel. K5 through 5th graders will
participate in the annual shaving cream celebration.

Life Groups
K5 & 1st Grades – Marty Huggins, Jay Huggins
2nd & 3rd Grades – Leigh Gunter, Lanny Gunter
4th & 5th Grades – Wanda Milliski, Sara Milliski (sub)
Children’s Worship
Elementary Age Worship – Rhonda Adams, Robert
Adams, Wanda Milliski
Upcoming Events

Preschool Worship
1st Sunday – Neva Arrington, Michael Arrington
2nd Sunday – Teresa Colvin, Jay Colvin
3rd Sunday – Diana Taylor, Miles Taylor
4th Sunday – April Garbade, Summer Morgan
5th Sunday – Brittany Hunt, Brad Hunt

September 1 – Move-up Day Within the Children’s Ministry
September 11 – New Church Year Kick Off/ Water Day

Wednesday
Bible Club – Rhonda Adams, Robert Adams, Marty
Huggins, Jay Huggins
Preschool (2 year olds through 4 year olds) – Wanda
Milliski, Autumn Oddie
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GeneraFon180 Ministry

By Adam Whiteside

Train Up a Child
Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is
old he will not depart from it (Proverbs 22:6).

You’d never just walk into the gym and do whatever
every day; you’d never just go for a run and run;
however far you felt like it. No, you’d have a plan.
You’d work this set of muscles today and that set
tomorrow. Take the same approach in your
parenting: for my child to become ________ tomorrow,
they must do ________ today. Determine what you want
your child to be and make a plan to train.
Sidenote: Goals determine plans and plans protect.
If it doesn’t work out, you adapt to a plan instead of
reacting to a problem. Plans protect you while
problems threaten you.
Next, this proverb says we must train in a particular
direction, up. Training presupposes maturity or
mastery. Not letting your child just become, but
discipling, encouraging, and forming them toward
the goal you have prayerfully determine. Bruce Lee
once said, “I fear not the man who has practiced
10,000 kicks once, but I fear the man who has
practiced one kick 10,000 times.” Mastery means
maturity, and it anticipates growing, and becoming
with practice, that which you set a goal and planned
to become.
Lastly, the proverb gives us our direction by telling
us that there is a way that children should go and
that it is up to us to get them on that path.
Of all the things we should want for our kids, we
should pray, plan, and train them to become
competent and conBident Christians. We should do
everything possible and take every step to teach
them to love God and love their neighbor. God has
blessed each one of our kids with endless potential; I
pray we do our part in honoring his gracious gift.

This proverb is excellent parental advice. Pause for a
moment and consider who your child might be in 5
years. You may think, “they are too young for you to
start thinking such things,” but you’d be wrong.
Consider this, if you’d imagined when they were Bive
what kind of 10-year-old you wanted them to be, what
would you have changed? I purpose that this kind of
thinking is right, so let’s look get to work.
Begin praying and asking God to give you insight. I
mean it! Stop reading and pray!
Now think. Who do you want your child to be? I don’t
mean doctor, lawyer, baseball, player, poet, painter, or a
host of other things you may want your child to
become professionally. I mean who do you want your
child to be? How do you want them to be? What kind of
teammate, roommate, husband or wife; what kind of
employee, church member, and neighbor do you want
them to be? You must know the end from the
beginning. You must have a goal. You must have a plan
because you must train.
That’s what the Proverbs writer says, train; and if
you’ve ever trained for anything, you know you must
have a goal to plan out. If you don’t currently have a
way in which you’ve prayed and determined who you
want your child to become, then you’ll end up exactly
where you’re headed, untrained and with no direction.
No plan equals no goal. No goal means no expectations;
no expectations expect no reward, and no reward will
mean no growth; or maybe worse, random growth. No
goal means mastery is left to them; they will become
great at something, but what? The possibilities should
scare you.
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Happy Birthday

SEPTEMBER 2019
Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

1

2

3

Wednesday Thursday

4

Friday

Saturday

6

7

5

Sacks
of Love

Breakfast
and the
Bible

9-1
9-3

9-4
9-6
9-7
9-8
9-9
9-10
9-11
9-12

8

9

10

11

12

Equipping
Studies

Budget
and
Finance

Mission
Bible
Study

Water
Day
Children’s
Ministry

Karesh
Wing

Deacons
Meetings

Mission
Prayer
Group

Love,
Serve,
Give

15

16

17

13

14
Boys’
LifeGrroup
Pool and
Fireside

9-14
9-16
9-17
9-19
9-20
9-23

18

19

20

21

9-25
9-27

9-28

9-29

Marlene Bantum
Cheri Austin
Patsy Brogdon
Margie Thomas
Kelly Anderson
Quay Young
Miles Taylor
Justin McCaskill
Teresa Colvin
Bailey Oddie
Algie Davis
Missi Lemonds
Juius Gause
Bracey Bantum
Dee Michaelsen
Sarah Milliski
Mary Cole
Robert Adams
Verena Stock
Gauge Morgan
Aron Newsome
Allen Roberts
Lennox Cotton
Jim Lantz
Velma Correll
Jay Colvin
Paul Davis
Meredith Morris
Mildred Rogers
Angela Thompson
Brandon Johnson
Kristie Williams
Timothy Oddie
Chad Hayes
Denee Hayes

O

22

23

24

25

Senior
Fair

29

30

1

26
Springdale
Ministry

2

27

28

Mens
Bible
Study

3

4

Lord’s
Supper

7
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Happy
Anniversary
9-1 Timothy and Autumn Oddie
9-2 Jim and Pat Lantz
9-8 John and Neely Allen
9-9 Robert and ShirleyMuncaster
9-13 George and Anne Dixon
9-16 Brian and Amy Morris
9-17 Don and Marlen Bantum
9-21 Carl and Judy Kambeitz
9-24 Dan and Amy Williams
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