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From the Pastor’s Desk
Plant your roots. After nearly twenty years of
vocational ministry, I can say that little is as bene;icial
to the spiritual growth of individuals and of families as
regular Bible reading and consistent, long-term
engagement in a local church.
God is doing great things here at Malvern Hill. We see
him at work in the lives of mothers and fathers and we
see those parents leading their children to Jesus. We
see adults being baptized, teens being baptized, and
children being baptized. Our LifeGroups are growing
and worship continues to ;ill up.
Inevitably, with new believers, I am asked how they
should grow and how they can lead their children to
Jesus. I want to remind each of you that the church is
the answer. Of all of the good things that we can do for
our kids and with our kids, we should be reminded
regularly that the church is the only institution created
by Jesus with the commission to carry the gospel. The
church is the safe place for your kids to grow in Christ,
to interact with other believers, and to even establish
relationships with other adults who love Jesus.
The church is also the safe place for you to grow.
LifeGroups create an environment for you to wrestle
with your faith, to grow in understanding and
application of God’s word, and to be held accountable.
LifeGroups are the place where you can build
relationships that help you to sustain your faith and
help you to grow in Christ.

By Craig Thompson
Plant your roots. I often say that the Bible knows of no
solitary Christians. This should be heard as a directive
to be active and involved in a local church family, but it
should also be a warning. The Bible doesn’t know of
solitary Christians because God knows that we need
one another. You need others to grow in your faith and
others need you.
So, I urge you. Plant your roots, water and fertilize
them with worship, prayer, fellowship, and the word of
God. Watch your spiritual roots grow deep in our
church. You will ;ind that as you deepen and
strengthen your relationships within our church
family, you will also grow in your relationship with the
Lord. God intended it that way.
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Prime Timers’ Ministry

By Buster Morris

First of all, I want to say to the church “great job” with
VBS. Ronda and April, along with a great host of others
blessed this community last month. I speci;ically
wanted to say to the kitchen crew, which was made up
of mostly “senior adults,” great work and dedication to
our Lord and his church. We also had several of our
youth that helped us and they did an outstanding job.
You all stepped up to the plate and hit a homerun for
Jesus!

July, Coming Events and Ministry Opportunities
Thursday, July 11 2:30 PM- Karesh Wing Ministry
2:30 PM
Thursday, July 18 6:00 PM- Prime Timer Supper
Thursday, July 23 - “Peach Trip” to McBee S.C. Leave
Church 9:00 AM
Thursday, July 25 - Springdale Ministry 2:30 PM

We are also planning a little different peach trip this
year. We hope to visit the Connie Maxwell Campus
located in Chester;ield SC and do a pounding that day.
We will have a list of needed items for you soon.

Blessings,

We also had great week at Atkinson Baptist church in
North Carolina last week on our family mission trip.
Adam did a great job of leading and our folks did a
great job of following. The church shared that they felt
God used us to impact their church. I also must say our
children did a great job in leading the music and also
welcoming the other children that participated. Please
continue to pray for this church and the seeds that
were planted there.

Buster
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Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams

It has been said that the children’s ministry of any church
is the growth engine of the church. There is such a
difference in the “feel” of a church with an active
children’s ministry than with a church whose children’s
ministry is not viewed as essential. That being said, I
think we, as a church, need to understand that the
children’s ministry of Malvern Hill would not be where it
is without the support of the leaders of the church.

Hebrews 6:10 (HCSB)
“For God is not unjust; He will not forget your work and
the love you showed for His name when you served the
saints and you continue to serve them.”
Children’s Wing Renovation
As many of you know, the children’s wing of the main
building has been under renovation for some time. We
have replaced all the windows as well as interior doors.
Most of the exterior doors have been replaced as well.
Storage in the classrooms has been replaced to give extra
needed room. Beadboard has been added, and at this
point, most of the wing has been painted. Ceiling tile has
been replaced, and preschool bathrooms are being
renovated. After the current phase is completed, we will
be looking into replacing the ;looring as well as the front
door. Please pray that all of this will run smoothly.

I have served under leaders and pastors who have
supported the children’s ministry, and I have served
where though the children’s ministry was successful, it
was a constant battle to get the resources needed for the
ministry. Having said that, I think we all need to
recognize that the children’s ministry of Malvern Hill
would not be what it is today without the support of our
senior pastor, Craig Thompson. Thank you, Craig, for
your support and encouragement!
Help Needed!
The children’s ministry is in need of you! We need
teachers as well as childcare givers. If you would like to
serve in either of these ways, please see me to discuss
how you can be a part of the children’s ministry.
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Genera@on180 Student Ministry

By Adam Whiteside

Worship Ministry

By Keven Newsome

A couple months ago, I wrote an article that talked
about why what we sing matters. In that article I
explained how songs should be evaluated by who the
audience of the song is and who the song is about,
before considering that song for congregational
worship. There are a lot of good, encouraging songs
out there, but not all of them make good
congregational worship songs. If a song is sung more
about the singer than God, or a song is being sung to
an audience of people rather than an audience of God,
then it may not be the best candidate for
congregational worship.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy
Spirit and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci;ied,
died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead. On the third day he
rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the
right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the communion of
the saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.

However, in that article, I said there are always
exceptions. This month, I’d like to talk about what the
two most common types of exceptions are – scripture
and creeds.

This particular creed has been set to music by such
artists as Rich Mullins, Petra, Third Day, Hillsong, and
the Gettys.

Singing scripture should go without saying. By singing
scripture we are also memorizing scripture in ways
that stick with us far longer than memorizing by rote.
Scripture as worship singing becomes an exception
because not all scripture is expressly sung about God.
In fact, many of the Psalms are very much about the
plight of the psalmist, who then appeals to God for
help by the end. But scripture is the breathed Word of
God, and we should sing it as much as possible without
placing the restrictions we might place on human
invented lyrics.

Creeds are meant to be declarations of faith and belief
to one another. They are battle cries, of sorts, meant to
unite the people under a common stated belief. And
since the audience is one another, that makes them an
exception to my previous article.
Not all creeds are historical. If the song is a statement
of belief, then I call creed-like. When looking for new
worship songs, I don’t discount songs that are creedlike. One great example of a creed-like song we sing
often is “For the Cause,” by the Gettys. Which begins:

The only thing I look for in a scripture-inspired song
(not all “scriptural” songs are word for word from the
Bible) is that the song is accurately representing the
scriptures it tries to represent. In an upcoming song
we will soon learn, which is directly taken from Psalm
34, one of the original lyrics says, “He’ll give you
everything.” The scripture this represents actually
says, “Those who fear the Lord will lack for nothing.” I,
the pastoral staff, and the Praise Team, did not feel like
this was an accurate rendering of the scripture, so
when we learn this song as a congregation, we will
sing, “He’ll give you what you need,” instead.

For the cause of Christ the King
We give our lives, an offering
'Til all the earth resounds with ceaseless praise
To the Son
So, between my article a couple months ago and this
article, you now have a clear picture on how songs are
chosen before being introduced as worship songs.
They should be sung about God, to God, be directly
scripturally inspired, or creed-like in nature. Of course,
it can sometimes be dif;icult to ;ind enough songs to
meet our needs that ;it the bill perfectly, but I’m always
on the look out for better songs that could replace
some of the weaker songs we sing.

Creeds. A creed is de;ined as “an authoritative,
formulated statement of the chief articles of Christian
belief.” A well-known example of a creed from church
history is the Apostles’ Creed, which traditionally says:

As you worship this Sunday, really think about the
words you are singing, because what we sing matters.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of
heaven and earth.

ANNOUNCEMENT
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We have an immediate need to expand our A/V
team with camera operators. If you are interested,
please see me.
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Happy Birthday
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7/2 John Piros

7/3 James Brogdon
7/5 Shirley Muncaster
Jules Lemonds
7/6 Vivian Piros
Michael Thomas
7/7 Audrey Bar;ield
7/9 Peyton Thompson
Wade Lemonds
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Mission
Bible Study
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Mission
Prayer
Group
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7/14 Ryan Thomas
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Senior
Supper
Love, Serve,
Give
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PrimeTimers
Peach Trip

7/12 David Hance
7/13 Julian Morris

MFuge
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7/11 Betsy Whiteside
Caden Taylor
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Springdale
Ministry

Men’s Bible
Study
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7/15 Colin Forst
7/18 Eric Jones
7/20 Mary Eddings
Scott Holden
Chloe Hayes
William Allen
7/21 Travis Milliski
7/22 Lynda Ham
Summer Morgan
7/23 Wilma Arledge
Lori Brown;ield
Jamie Boykin
Waylon Gunter
7/24 Lilli Lantz
Emma Oddie
7/25 Taylor Roberts
7/26 Trey Thompson
Michael Barwick
7/27 Lily Jones
7/28 Cole Thompson
7/29 Donnie Broughton
David Anderson
Caylee Hayes
7/31 Thomas Holden

Camp Longridge
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Next Steps
Class
LifeGroup
Fellowship
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Happy
Anniversary
7/3
7/5
7/7
7/8
7/22
7/25

Robert & Mary Eddings
Brandon & Michelle Johnson
Charles & Cheryl Colvin
Phil & Beth Jeffers
Larry & Beverly Rogers
Shawn & Brenda Tarte
Greg & Kristen Galuppi
7/28 Paul & Sarah Odom
7/30 Bryan & Ginger Chestnut
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