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From the Pastor’s Desk
Tuesday, May 15, 2007 was the 3irst night Angela and I
spent at home with Wyatt. None of us slept. Even the
dog paced the 3loors as Wyatt cried. I have a vivid
memory of looking at Angela and asking, “What have
we gotten ourselves into?”
Being a husband and father is the hardest thing I’ve
ever done. No one comes with an instruction manual.
Spouses bring their baggage, you bring your baggage,
and children bring all their struggles.
On Father’s Day we will begin a new sermon series
from Proverbs titled, “Wisdom For The Family.” I have
been blessed from our protracted study of Psalm 119,
but I am excited to preach about God’s design for the
family.
Bookstores and library shelves are 3illed with books
about having healthy marriages and there is no
shortage of advice on how to raise children. But, having
a family that honors Christ begins, not with a to-do list
of some sort, but with a robust theology of God and
man.
Families are made up of people and no one
understands people better than God himself. God
created us and He created us with a purpose. The 3irst
place to turn when trying to understand how we are to
live in relation to others is to the God who designed us
as relational people. This God has standards and
expectations. This God, who lives in an eternal
Trinitarian relationship, has created us to love and be
loved.

By Craig Thompson
We do not love as we should. We reject God’s control
and his kingly love because we want to be our own
king. In shame, we build barriers to hide our sinful
hearts from others and push them away rather than
invite them in. Our children are born into sin. They do
not arrive with godly motives, they long to be their
own god. They worship themselves and expect the rest
of us to bow down at the altar of their tantrums.
As we work through the wisdom given to families in
Proverbs, I pray that you will learn how to love others
better and raise your children well. I hope that we will
all see the way that God’s word not only shows us
rules for loving and leading, it guides us to the cross
where we experience God’s grace as husbands, wives,
fathers, mothers, children, and single men and women.
God’s word is a mirror that re3lects our sin, but also a
window into the very heart of God who loves us in
spite of our rebellion and brokenness.
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From the Church Library

By Ginger Chestnut
You can use stories and illustrations to remember lessons
Jesus taught during His ministry.
This summer, visit the church library to check out
books for yourself or your kids and enjoy learning
together!

Stories. Who doesn’t enjoy a
good story?
Jesus used imagery, stories,
and parables throughout His
ministry to help believers
understand the lessons He
taught. Mental images
included in stories help adults
and children alike learn and
remember valuable lessons.
Consider, for example, the
mental image you have when
you read Jesus’ words in Matthew 5:14-15:
You are the light of
the world. A city on a
hill cannot be hidden.
Neither do people
light a lamp and put it
under a bowl. Instead
they put it on its
stand, and it gives
light to everyone in
the house.
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Mission Emphasis: VacaBon Bible School
Why do I care about Vacation Bible School? Kids and
their parents need to hear the gospel and about thirtypercent of the families who attend our VBS are
unchurched. Here are a few ways you can support VBS
this year.
1. Pray for VBS. If we believe what we say we
believe then we know that we need the Holy Spirit
of God going ahead of us. We need God to be in the
details of the planning and in the efforts to contact
potential participants and we need his Spirit going
ahead of our efforts by preparing the hearts of
children and parents to hear the gospel.
2. Volunteer. Yes, most of our positions are 3illed,
but there is still a place for you. If you have not yet
signed up to volunteer in VBS, see April Garbade.
3. Invite others to VBS. Pick up some invitation
cards from the of3ice. Share information on social
media.
4. Keep looking for ways to engage parents. This
is hard, most parents like the baby-sitting aspect
of VBS and have no desire to hang around for a
Bible study, but don’t stop trying to share the
gospel just because it is hard. As parents come
and go during VBS week, do not miss the
opportunity to make connections with them.

By Craig Thompson

Invite them to church, invite them to family night,
and look for opportunities to share the gospel.
5. Help us do family night well. For many churches
family night is an event of a bygone era, but for us
family night is one of the most important nights
on our annual church calendar. We will have a full
sanctuary with many people who do not regularly
attend church (about 30% of the families who
attend our VBS admit to being unchurched). We
want to share the gospel well on family night. We
reduce distractions by keeping the kids out of the
sanctuary until the gospel has been shared with
parents. Family night is planned around the
presentation of the gospel, not around a
performance by the kids. Pray for family night
now. Come early and serve as greeters on family
night.

The difference between an “OK” VBS and a great VBS
can be counted in a few dollars and a whole lot of
effort. The difference is in the details. We are blessed
to have people to spend time on the details (Mrs.
Rhonda has already spent a lot of time on the details).
The gospel matters and VBS is a vehicle to carry the
gospel. Help us make it great by attending to the
details and putting forth all the necessary effort.

Music Ministry & Prime Timers’ Ministry
Malvern Hill Music Ministry
The weather is heating up and so are all the summer
activities such as VBS, mission trips, vacations and
much more. This is the time of the year I usually
remind our music ministry folks to make sure they
stay steadfast and continue to keep up their
commitments and not let all the busyness distract us.
We need to continue to be preparing to lead our folks
in worship each week and, even if you are planning on
being out of town on a particular Sunday, please don’t
miss our midweek practices because we are always
planning ahead and looking at new music. This would
be a great time for some new folks to join us and help
3ill the gaps for those on vacations during the summer.
I do want to make sure to each of those that serve so
faithfully each week how much you are appreciated.
You are a blessing to the kingdom and His church.
Let not steadfast love and faithfulness forsake you;
bind them around your neck; write them on the
tablet of your heart. (Proverbs 3:3)
Malvern Hill Senior Ministry
This time of the year I often think of that old song
“Summertime” and the 3irst verse, Summertime and the
livin’ is easy, the Bish are jumping, and the cotton is high,

By Buster Morris

reminds me of those hot lazy days of summer. But,
that’s just not so around God’s house! Summer is
packed full of opportunities and I want to challenge
our senior adult to make sure you are plugged-in
somewhere. VBS is here, and it’s not too late to stepup, because they can always use another hand. You can
also plan to be a part of our family mission trip. These
are just a couple of the ways you can be involved this
summer. There is also the ongoing need for some more
of our seniors to be involved in the 3lower and nursing
home ministries. Please contact me to help if you have
any questions about theses ministries.
“Prime Timer” June Events
VBS June 5-9
Senior Breakfast Thursday, June 6, 8:00 AM
Karesh Wing Ministry Thursday, June 8, 2:30 PM
Senior Supper Thursday June 15, 6:00 PM
Family Mission Trip June 19 – 23
Springdale Ministry Thursday June 22, 2:30 PM
July Events
Karesh Wing Ministry Thursday, July 13, 2:30 PM
Senior Supper Thursday, July 20, 6:00 PM
Peach Trip Thursday, July 25
Springdale Ministry Thursday July 27, 2:30 PM
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Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams

Everyday I receive emails about new curriculum,
online conferences, onsite conferences, articles, and
other helps involving children’s ministry. The title of
an article in a recent Kids Ministry 101 magazine
caught my eye. The article written by Barnabas Piper
is, The 7 Lies We Tell Our Children. My 3irst reaction
was, “Surely that’s harsh.” I planned to put it aside to
continue whatever I was doing at the time, but my
curiosity was piqued.

something horrible had happened to him, I asked
what was wrong. Through tears and great gulps of air,
he said that he had made a D on a test. Amazed that
this would be that upsetting, I asked him if he had
tried his hardest. He thought about it and then said he
had, and I told him not to worry about it then. As I
thought about it later, I realized that he assumed that
good grades would always be the result of trying hard
enough, but I think we have to go back to the 3irst lie
on this one. Can everyone be good at everything they
do in life?

Because I make it a habit to know something about the
author before I take the time to read what he has to
say, I found out that Barnabas Piper lives in Nashville
working for LifeWay helping churches with leadership
development. He is an author and blogger. He is the
father of two girls, which I believe, gives him the right
to make the statement that parents lie to their
children.

Lie #4: Don’t worry about results as long as there is
effort. This seems to contradict the third lie, but Piper
says that while parents need to comfort a child who
has really tried his hardest with poor results, parents
must also encourage a child who is not trying as hard
as he could. He also points out that success is different
from child to child.

Lie #1: Parents tell their children that they can do
anything if they try hard enough. I’ve always had
problems with this one because if you believe this, you
are saying that each of us is not uniquely created by
God. My own son believed this lie, though thankfully it
wasn’t me who told him this. When he was in high
school, I argued the point with him for about four
months, and then let him go. When he learned the
truth the hard way, God gave me the grace not to say,
“I told you so.”

Lie #5: It is the thought that counts. While that is
sometimes true, the saying can cause children to
believe that half an effort is good enough.
Lie #6: “Good job, buddy!” could be the tagline of
today’s parents. How often have I heard parents say
this to a child and thought, “How was that half effort
good?” Because we are to glorify God in all that we do,
I think we have to ask ourselves, “How do these
attitudes glorify Him?”

Lie # 2: Parents tell their children that it doesn’t
matter what anybody thinks. While it doesn’t matter if
we are talking about whether to please God or please
people, it can matter in other ways. The little things we
say and do without thinking can cause others to view
Christianity in a negative way. Unfortunately most of
the time when someone declares that he doesn’t care
what others think, it’s not because people are
objecting to his Christian lifestyle. Usually the opposite
behavior is being seen.

Lie #7: Telling our children that everything is going to
be okay. While from a spiritual perspective, there is no
truer statement, children do not think this way. They
live in the here and now. Does it matter that his dog
has died? Does it matter that her best friend is moving
away? Yes, and I believe that should be acknowledged.
Perhaps it is best to talk about God’s goodness at a
time when the child’s hurt is not so fresh.
Parents, God has given you great responsibility.
Before we have children, no one can tell us how hard
it is. We wouldn’t believe it anyway. As my daughter
has watched her friends with their children recently,
she said, “Apparently this is more dif3icult than it
looks.” Parents, I pray for you….

Lie #3: Good grades matter most. Piper says this lie is
not actually verbalized by parents because they know
they are supposed to say that character and faith
matter the most. The question I think we need to ask
our children is, “Did you try as hard as you could?”
When Michael was in fourth grade, he got into the car
one afternoon and burst into tears. Thinking

Dates To Remember
June 5-9: Vacation Bible School
July 10-14: Camp Longridge
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GeneraBon180 Ministry (Student Ministry)
Jude is a short book, only one chapter, and full of
encouragement, conviction, and verses that can puzzle
you. The last 3ive verses are ones that have been on
my mind lately,

By Luke Tolbert

Mission Fuge Announcements
• Parent/Guardian Meeting (Sun., June 4) - We will
meet after the morning worship service to go over
the parent packet, release forms, and 3inal
information before camp in July
• Final Payment and Forms Due (Sun., June 25) Final payments, MHBC release forms, and
notarized M-Fuge release forms are due on this
day.
• M-Fuge Adult Leader Meeting (Wed., July 5) - Our
adult leaders going to M-Fuge will have a meeting
at 7:30PM in the youth room.

"But you, beloved, building yourselves up in your
most holy faith and praying in the Holy Spirit, keep
yourselves in the love of God, waiting for the mercy
of our Lord Jesus Christ that leads to eternal
life. And have mercy on those who doubt; save
others by snatching them out of the Bire; to others
show mercy with fear, hating even the
garment stained by the Blesh. Now to him who is
able to keep you from stumbling and to present you
blameless before the presence of his glory with
great joy, to the only God, our Savior, through Jesus
Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and
authority, before all time and now and forever.
Amen.”

Summer Calendar
There are copies of the summer calendar in the youth
room and on the student ministry bulletin board. I
would also encourage you to check out our social
media accounts for reminders:
• facebook.com/malvernhillstudents
• @studentsmhbc (instagram and twitter)

That is my prayer for our student ministry, that we
will keep building ourselves up in the most holy faith,
having mercy, saving others, and pursuing the God
worthy of glory, majesty, dominion, and authority who
can keep us from stumbling.

You can also sign up for text message reminders:
• Parents - Test @mhbcparent to (864) 438-5314
• Students - Text @mhbcteen to (864) 438-5314

Discipleship and LifeGroup Ministry
Due to our summer newsletter schedule, this will be
my last discipleship article for our church newsletter.
Hebrews 3:13 says, "But exhort one another every day,
as long as it is called ‘today,' that none of you may be
hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” As I re3lect on my
prayer for our church family, I want to leave you with
three parting exhortations.
Treasure spiritual habits in your life. I pray that we
will always treasure the place of spiritual habits in our
lives. According to Don Whitney, it takes about 70
hours to read the Bible from cover to cover which is
approximately the same amount of time that the
average American spends watching TV each month. If
you were to fast from TV to instead read the Bible, you
could read all of God’s Word in less than a month! If
you are looking for a great resource on spiritual
disciplines, I would strongly recommend David Mathis’
Habits of Grace. You can download the PDF for free at
desiringgod.org.
Commit yourself to the body of Christ. In our age of
individualism, there is an increasing rise in the
“spiritual” but “non-committed.” I am a pastor because
it was through a local church investing in my life that I
discovered what it meant to walk with Jesus. When I

By Luke Tolbert

commit to coming together with the messy fellowship
that is a church family, I am dying to myself and
putting the needs of others ahead of myself. I am
acknowledging that I cannot do this by myself and I
need others to encourage and rebuke me. Above all, I
am showing to the world that my love for Jesus is not
something private, it is lived out in a community that
can be awkward and dif3icult, but 3illed with grace.
Invest in one another. It is possible to become so
consumed with busyness and programs that we fail to
care for the relational aspects of church life. This is
not to say that organization and systems are bad. The
New Testament church had them both. However, we
must be intentional about investing in one another.
The Blue Letter Bible has a wonderful blog article that
lists all of the “one another” commands in the new
Testament (blogs.blueletterbible.org). I would
encourage you to read through the list once a week
and consider how you could ful3ill our call to love one
another with intentionality. Who could you love and
honor this week (Rm. 12:10)? Who could you forgive
(Eph 4:23)? Who could you encourage (1 Thess.
5:11)? How could you encourage through song and
worship (Col. 3:16)? To whom could you be
hospitable (1 Pt 4:9)? Invest in others!
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Happy Birthday
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Happy
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6/6
6/10
6/13
6/14
6/15
6/17
6/18
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6/24
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Chris & Kelly Anderson
Leon & Dianne Dixon
Paul & Kelley Davis
Bill & Mary Andrews
Luke & Patty Tolbert
Frankie & Beverly Taylor
Craig & Angela Thompson
Dillon & Courtney Young
Billy & Jeanne Brummett
Miles & Diana Taylor
Dale & Wendy Roberts

Malvern Hill BapBst Church
1415 Malvern Hill Drive
Camden, SC 29020
(803) 432-7035
www.malvernhill.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
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