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From the Pastor’s Desk

D. A. Carson once pointed out to us that the idea
of tolerance is itself intolerant of any and all viewpoints that it 9inds offensive. As followers of Christ, our
goal must not be tolerance, but love and the spread of
the gospel. We do not merely tolerate those with
whom we disagree, we actually see them as imagebearers of God in need of the life-saving message of the
gospel.
As Christians, we should stand ready to make a
defense for the gospel, but it is time that we stopped
being offended all the time and started engaging our
culture in loving dialogue and conversation. The
kingdom of God will not be spread with angry
Facebook rants and occasional political victories. If
God had intended to bring in his kingdom politically,
Jesus would have worn a crown of gold instead of one
of thorns.
It may be true that our culture is increasingly hostile
toward the message of the cross (or any message with
which they do not agree), but we should not be
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surprised or outraged. Jesus warned that this was
coming.

We must not mimic our culture’s outrage. We must be
different. We must proclaim a compelling message
with love and grace in the midst of a culture that
wants to shout us down.
Until we have learned to cry for a lost and hurting
world, we have no right to shout about the actions of
our world.
We are not surprised that Christian morality is not
encouraged by our culture. We are not surprised that
in these last days right is called wrong and wrong is
called right. But, we should be surprised and outraged
when Christians begin to scream at the lost instead of
praying for them and sharing the hope of the gospel.
Pray more than you post on social media. Share more
than you shout. Listen more than you lash out.
Let us intercede on behalf of those with whom we
disagree and pray for our enemies. After all, the prayer
of a righteous man “availeth much.”

Inside this Issue:

Missions Pro)ile: Prisoner Packets . . . . . . . . 2
Prime Timers’ Ministries. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Upcoming Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Children’s Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Generation 180 Ministry . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Discipleship and Worship Ministry . . . . . . . 6
Calendar, Birthdays, and Anniversaries . . . 7

Mission Emphasis: Prisoner Packets
Christmas is coming! In the lives of South Carolina
Baptists, that means Prisoner Packets! We hope to get
an early start by collecting our packets this month.
Please help us by picking up a zipper-bag, which
includes instructions, from the welcome center. Or, if
you can’t shop, please put $8 in the offering plate in an
envelope marked “Prisoner Packet” and someone will
shop for you.
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of Christ’s love and forgiveness. You take the provided
zipper-bag home and 9ill it, bring it back, and we will
put it in the right hands to be distributed. God will do
the rest.
Listed below are the items to be included in the
zipper-bag that is available in the welcome center:
1 black non-retractable pen (no wire clip)
1 junior legal writing tablet (8 X 11.5 or smaller,
no wire binding)
1 individually packaged adult toothbrush
1 toothpaste (5.8 ounce or larger)
1 bar of soap (4-6 ounces)
2 rolls of candy (Lifesavers, Mentos, or Breath
Savers)
Please read… There are strict guidelines for what is
included in the packet, for safety as well as to insure
that everyone receives the same gift. The packets are
checked by volunteers who make sure each packet
includes a gospel tract and a Christmas card.

The Christmas Packets for Prisoners project began in
1976. It is a joint project of SCBC and SC WMU. As the
project has grown, our churches continue to give
faithfully and generously. Thank you for sharing the
love of Jesus with those who need to know Jesus in a
personal way.
This year our goal is to collect 128 packets to be given
to the inmates of our state. Many men, women, and
youth have no one who cares for them. In many cases,
they don’t have any visitors, so they don’t receive gifts
at Christmas. By giving this small gift, you will provide
hope and love. As a result, some have received the true
Christmas gift. They have come to know Christ because
you care.

Thank you for your
help in providing
these packets this
year.

Every single Prisoner Packet gets delivered and every
single packet contains the Message of Hope – the story
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Prime Timers’ Ministry

Can you believe how fast our summer is 9lying?
Charlotte and I are very excited about our mission trip
to Scotland. We would covet your prayers for this
opportunity God has given us.

Prime Timers’ Events for August
No Breakfast This Month
Thursday, August 9, 2:30 PM – Karesh Wing Ministry
Thursday, August 16, 6:00 PM – Prime Timer Supper

Thanks to all the folks that participated in our annual
International Watermelon Seed Spitting contest this
last month. Congratulations to our winners. In the
men’s division the 9irst place 9inisher was Frank Bean
and second place was Frankie Taylor. In the ladies’
division, Charlotte Morris took 9irst and Diane Spradley
came in second. They will move on to the Nationals
soon. It was fun for all.
As I said earlier, our summer is almost gone which
reminds us that our fall activities are just around the
corner. We have a big fall planned with our September
Senior Fair and our October Washington trip. We are
working hard on these activities and I am thrilled to
announce that our keynote speaker will be the former
great New York Yankee baseball player Bobby
Richardson. God has used Mr. Richardson through the
years to share the gospel and challenge people in their
relationship with our Savior. Please be in prayer for
these activities.

Thursday, August 23, 2:30 PM – Springdale Ministry
Tuesday, September 25 – Senior Fair
October 15-18 – Washington Trip
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Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams

Bible Club Promotion
During Bible Club on Wednesday, August 22 we will
celebrate those who will be moving up to youth on
Wednesday, August 29. Parents, look for additional
information to be sent home soon.

Recently one of the children came in to the children’s
ministry resource room to talk. She asked me what I
was doing, and when I told her I was taking the VBS
class signs off the sticks that we use so we could use
the sticks again next year, she started talking about
Vacation Bible School. During the conversation, she
said, “I wish we had VBS again next week.” VBS is
known as a dif9icult week for many reasons, so I
groaned inwardly when she said this, but I have to
admit to its value. Sometimes because we adults have
done something for years, it loses its “shine.” We forget
its value. I would like to thank all of our children’s
ministry workers for the care and love you show to our
children every week. Thank you that you are willing to
look through the eyes of a child to see the value of
what our children’s ministry does!

On Wednesday, August 29, Bible Club will welcome
those children who have started 9ive year old
kindergarten.
Life Groups August Memory Verse
K5 through 5th Grades
Revelation 21:5 (Holman Christian Standard Bible)
Then the One seated on the throne said, “Look! I
am making everything new.” He also said, “Write,
because these words are faithful and true.”
New Church Year Kick-off
On Wednesday, September 5 from 6:30 until 7:30, all
the children are invited to come celebrate a new
church year. Parents, additional information will be
provided later.

Children’s Day
Parents, Children’s Day is Sunday, August 26. This is
the day that the children of the church will help lead in
worship. It is also the day that we will acknowledge
those who are moving up to youth. After worship all
children and their families and children’s ministry
workers and their families are invited to stay for a
meal.

Rice Bowls
Rice Bowls partners with 58 faith-based children’s
homes in 9 countries to provide 100% of the food for
children in their care. Starting on Wednesday,
September 12, all Malvern Hill children will be taking
home plastic rice bowls to use to raise money to help
feed these children.
Upcoming Events
Sunday, August 19 – Prayer Walk @ Schools
Wednesday, August 22 – Bible Club Promotion
Sunday, August 26 – Children’s Day
Wednesday, August 29 – Bible Club Welcome
Wednesday, September 5 – New Church Year Kickoff
Wednesday, September 12 – Rice Bowls Sent Home
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GeneraCon180 Ministry (Student Ministry)
In this month’s copy of Parenting Teens, the writers
address phone addiction. You’ll 9ind some staggering
statistics, biographical stories, and ideas to help you
deal with a problem that’s not going away. I mean it
when I say that it’s not going away. The only time this
battle will ever be behind you is if you run from it.
Since your primary job is to point your children to
Jesus, face this problem and ask: What do we do with
the phone?

whatever it takes. That means those new whatevers
might have to be sacri9iced in order to get to know and
build trust with your children. Everything else takes a
backseat. It’s imperative that you have a relationship
with your child that allows them to share all that
they’re going through and why. And, pray with them.
Then, pray with them. Finally, pray with them. Did I
mention that you should pray with them?
You and your children are targets in a spiritual war.
Paul reminds us:

First we must pray. Pray with and for your children.
Then, be their example with your phone. As one author
pointed out, like the plank we must remove from our
own eye (Matt. 7:3), we must remove the cell phone
from our own eye before addressing it in the eye of
another. Meaning, take the phone away from your own
eye, mom and dad. Intentionally put your phone where
you can’t reach it. Make sure it’s away and silent for
dinner and during family and devotion time. Doing so
emphasizes that the phone isn’t what is most
important to you. This says to your children that Jesus,
your marriage, and your family come 9irst. And for
goodness sake, leave it out of the bedroom altogether
—yours and theirs.

For we do not wrestle against Jlesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against
the cosmic powers over this present darkness,
against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly
places. (Eph. 6:12).
Remember, this battle is for the heart of your child. So
ask yourself: Are you doing enough to protect and guide
them?

Second, teach your children how to use their phone. As
light-bearers we must re9lect Jesus’ character in every
word and deed (Col. 3:17). Therefore, teach your
children that the phone and social media is not a place
to be known, but is instead, a place to re9lect. It’s not a
place to get “likes”, but a place to be light. So don’t run
from the world of social media, engage it seasoned
with salt (Col. 4:6).
Can you imagine what the Apostle Paul would have
done with a smart phone? Paul’s smart phone would
have been an instrument of use, and so it must be for
us. What if all you posted and commented on were
ways people served, praised, and glori9ied God? Think
about what that would look like to your children and to
a lost world.
Third, be responsible. These phones have made young
people 9iercely independent, but remember, they are
still dependent on you to pay their bill. They have a
phone because of you. Own the fact that if you’re not
careful, you’ll be the enabler to their addiction.
Finally, do all you can to develop trust between
yourself and your children. You must have a “whatever
it takes” mentality when it comes to the relationship
you have with your children. Whatever time it takes.
Whatever resources it takes. Whatever football game,
9ishing/shopping trip must be cancelled; you do
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By Keven Newsome

Discipleship and Worship Ministry

worship as a spectator event.

Summer break will soon come to a close (though the
heat will linger for a while.) With the end of the break
comes the new church year. Equipping studies will also
begin on Sunday nights. This is a great opportunity to
focus in on a particular area of Bible study with a small
group in a way that you don’t normally get.

What is worship to you? If you come to worship just to
watch and listen, maybe to enjoy the music, then
you’ve approached worship from the wrong angle. It’s
a beautiful thing for a group of believers to join
together in one voice in praise to our heavenly Father.
There’s something very special about jointly
confessing our faith and adoration. During those times
we take our eyes off ourselves and off our problems,
and we put them on God. During those moments we
see what it means to be a part of the body of Christ.
During those precious few minutes we get a glimpse of
eternity.

My wife and I will be leading a study using the book
Sing! by Keith and Kristyn Getty. In this study we will
look at the importance of singing as an expression of
worship, the Biblical foundation for singing in worship,
and how the church has always been a corporately
singing body. This is not a music class or a singing class.
It is a focused look at one of the most important
elements of the church.

Do you participate? Or do you stand back and observe
as an outsider might? I want to encourage you to
evaluate your participation in worship. If you’re not
participating corporately, then learn to do so. If you
want to take it to the next level and become part of the
worship leadership, then check out the choir. Choir is a
great place to grow as a worshipper.

Why do I bring this up now? It’s not to promote the
study or ask people to attend, but to give you pause to
think about the importance of worship in your own life.
Worship is not something we experience at church, it is
something we participate in as a congregation. The
Bible is full of examples of worship in solitude, worship
in small groups, and worship as a corporate
congregation of believers, but nowhere do we see

So make worship a priority and spend some time
learning how to be a better worshiper.
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