August 2017

From the Pastor’s Desk

“I don’t know.” That is the only answer I could muster,
choking back tears, as I sat in the newly vacant of>ice
down the hall from mine. The Tolberts had just
>inished packing and organizing, Luke’s of>ice was
empty, and he had turned in his keys. Caroline smiled
and asked, “Who is going to work in here now?”
My answer was not wrong and it was not untrue, but it
was all I could muster at that time. The lump in my
throat seemed more like a boulder choking me from
meaningful conversation with Caroline. I wish I could
have moved that boulder out of my throat long enough
to say all that I wanted to say.
I wish I had told Caroline that even though I don’t
know who is going to >ill that of>ice, I am con>ident that
just as God has his people for Latvia, he also has his
man to >ill that of>ice at Malvern Hill. I want Caroline,
and everyone else in our church body to know that God
has a plan and he is in complete control.
I wish I had told Caroline how proud I was of her and
her whole family. Though we are saddened by the
departure of the Tolberts, we are also thrilled to see
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them obey God’s plan and we are blessed to be a part
of God’s plan to get the gospel to the nations. I may not
know who will >ill the of>ice down the hall, but I know
who holds the future for Malvern Hill and I am
con>ident that God’s plans are better than ours.
I wish I would have told Caroline that if God is faithful
to our church and we are obedient to him there will be
more tearful departures. That’s part of what healthy
churches do, they send out healthy members to go and
make disciples in other places.
So, church family, let us look forward to all that God
has in store for our missionaries and for our church
right here. And, let’s commit to praying that God will
bring more tears in years to come as we say goodbye
to more people who he will raise up out of our church
to be missionaries, teachers, and pastors. Let’s pray
that he will send our people across town, across the
country, and across the globe for the spread of the
gospel and the glory of his name.
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From the Church Library
“Give yourself unto reading. The man who never reads
will never be read; he who never quotes will never be
quoted. He who will not use the thoughts of other men’s
brains, proves that he has no brains of his own. You
need to read.” — Charles Spurgeon
We all need to read books. We should not read just
“good books” but books that will have a profound and
lasting impact on our lives. Brett Harris has compiled
a list of 27 books that teens should read. I would
venture to suggest that adults should read these
books as well. His list includes:
- Don’t Waste Your Life, John Piper
- Heaven, Randy Alcorn
- Just Do Something, Kevin DeYoung
- Mere Christianity, C. S. Lewis
- Crazy Love, Francis Chan
- Radical, David Platt
- Dug Down Deep, Joshua Harris
- 7 Habits of Highly Effective People, Stephen Covey
- The Reason for God, Timothy Keller
The complete list can be downloaded at
dohardthings.com/27-books-list#/ .
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Mission Emphasis: Prisoner Packets
The Christmas Packets for Prisoners project began in
1976. It is a joint project of SCBC and SC WMU. As the
project has grown, our churches continue to give
faithfully and generously. Thank you for sharing the
love of Jesus with those who need to know Jesus in a
personal way.

By Grace Holden

Our goal this year is to send 125 packets to our
prisoners. There are strict guidelines for what is
included in the packet, for safety as well as to insure
that everyone receives the same gifts. The packets are
checked by volunteers and they make sure each one
received a gospel tract and a Christmas card. Zippered
bags are available in the Welcome Center in the gym.
If you can’t shop, please put $8 in the offering plate in
an envelope marked “Prisoner Packet” and someone
will shop for you. Items to include in the bag are:

Many men, women and youth have no one who cares
for them. They have no visitors, nor do they receive
gifts at Christmas. You make Christmas special for
them through this ministry. You provide hope and
love. As a result, some have received the true
Christmas gift. They have come to know Christ because
you care.

1 black non-retractable pen (no wire clip)
1 junior legal writing tablet (8 X 11.5 or smaller,
no wire binding)
1 individually packaged adult toothbrush
1 toothpaste (5.8 ounce or larger)
1 bar of soap (4-6 ounces)
2 rolls of candy (Lifesavers, Mentos, or Breath
Savers)
Thank you for your help in providing these packets
this year.

It is the easiest gift on your shopping list. Every item
on the list is in your grocery store, dollar store or
variety store and to gift wrap it, all you do is put the
items in a zipper plastic bag. Of all the gifts you give, it
is the one most likely to change a life!
Every single Prisoner Packet gets delivered. And every
single packet contains a Message of Hope - the story of
Christ's love and forgiveness.
You put it together. We'll put it in the right hands. God
will do the rest. (excerpt from scwmu.org)

Music Ministry & Prime Timers’ Ministry
Malvern Hill Music Ministry
The summer vacations seem to be slowing down with
the start of school just around the corner. Yes, that
means Christmas music preparations are beginning. I
know it is still summer, but believe me, the Christmas
season will be here before you know it. I am already
looking and listening to some musicals. I also found a
great song for when we have our of>icial dedication
service for our renovated sanctuary. This is a great
time to get involved in our music ministry. We would
love to have you back if you were serving and some
new folks would be wonderful. Just show up at 7:10
PM on Wednesdays and contact me if you have any
questions.

Malvern Hill “Prime Timer” Ministry
Yes, summer is winding down and this is the calm
before the storm for our senior ministry. Better rest up,
because we will be wide open until the new year.
September gets things kicked off with our 16th year of
hosting our Senior Adult Fair on September 26, and we
already have our speakers lined up. The keynote
speaker this year is the new Executive Director for the
South Carolina Baptist Convention, Gary
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Hollingsworth. About 20 vendors are also lined up.
In October, many of you are participating in our trip to
the Creation Museum and the Ark, as well as the apple
trip. In December we will travel to the beach. These
special events are in addition to our regular ministries
and activities. The fall season will be an exciting and
busy time. We also have an important Sunday evening
in August when we will pray over our schools, teachers
and students in Kershaw county. Don’t miss this great
opportunity! If you can’t prayer walk the schools at the
designated times, you can join together at the church
for prayer.
August: Coming Events and Ministries
Tuesday, August 1, 8:00 AM - Senior Breakfast
Thursday, August 3, 10:30 AM - Peach Trip
Thursday, August 10, 2:30 PM - Karesh Wing
Ministry
Sunday, August 13 - Prayer Walking our Schools
Thursday, August 17, 6:00 PM - Prime Timers’
Supper
Thursday, August 24, 2:30 PM - Springdale Ministry
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Children’s Ministry

By Rhonda Adams

Camp Longridge
Seventeen of the children attended Camp Longridge in
July. During camp the children were encouraged to rise
above the ordinary through daily devotions, Bible
study, and worship. They looked at the lives of people
such as Gideon, Matthew, Esther, and Zacchaeus. They
saw how each of these answered the call of God when
it would have been much more convenient to go on
about their lives as usual.

Questions such as which hot water heater heats what
have had to be answered before work can move on.

I was pleased with the behavior of our children. It was
very hot, yet I heard very little complaining. The
fourteen to >ifteen hour days can be dif>icult at times,
but their overall attitudes were very good. Two of our
children received awards for having the best attitudes
in their cabins. It was said of both of them that they
were encouraging to the other children in their cabins.
As for me, I enjoyed spending time with all of them. My
favorite moments at camp were spent just talking with
them individually. Thank you, parents, for allowing
them to go.

School Supplies
We will be taking up school supplies during the month
of August to be given to area schools. A donation box
will be in the check-in area of the children’s building.

All of us who work with the children are being affected
in some way with the renovation. We are having to be
>lexible as we deal with the obstacles that go along
with this kind of project. There have been, and will
continue to be, things that all of us want that we will
not get because of cost. Please pray that there will
continue to be a spirit of unity within us.

Dates To Remember
August We will take up school supplies to be given to
area schools.
Sunday, August 13 Prayer Walking At Local Schools
Sunday, August 27, 10:30 AM Children’s Sunday with
Lunch to Follow

Children’s Building Renovation
As many of you already know, we have, for the most
part, >inished the check-in area and new resource
room. There have been some problems along the way
which make it seem like it’s taking longer than it
should, such as having to replace the new refrigerator
in the resource room twice since we had the >irst one
delivered in April.

Wednesday, September 6 New Church Year Kick-off
Sunday, September 10, 4:30 Parents’ Meeting

The former kitchen has been gutted, and new
construction in that room has begun. I am getting an
education as we go. Discoveries such as there are two
ceilings – the original and the drop-down ceiling, and
that the back of the cabinets in the former kitchen go
past the drop-down ceiling to the original ceiling.
Electrical and plumbing have been a mystery as well.
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GeneraFon180 Ministry (Student Ministry)
The July Parenting Teens focuses on transitions and
being purposeful.
As the buzz of a new school year descends upon your
household, it’s easy for your teen to quickly become
overwhelmed with new schedules, new homework,
and new extracurriculars.
But what if instead of just getting by, this year was
one of purpose and intentionality? What if this year
was the one where (s)he shatters goals and makes a
difference? New results require new actions- and
there’s no better time than when the school year
kicks off. You can help your teen in these three areas:
faith, family, and the future (Parenting Teens, August
2017).
Pray that your students would be hopeful in the future
God has planned for them (Jer. 29:11); con>ident,
knowing God is present and available (Deut. 31:8);
faithful to trust God, not their own understanding
(Prov. 3:5-6); courageous (Hosh. 1:9); wise and
discerning (Eccl 7:8-11); and prayerful when they are
anxious, asking God for peace (Phil. 4:6-7).
If you don’t already receive Parenting Teens in your
LifeGroup, ask your leader to request a copy for you.

Discipleship and LifeGroup Ministry
In Scripture, one of the more consistent images used to
describe believers is sheep. We are called the sheep of His
pasture (Psa. 100:3), in need of a shepherd (Matt. 9:36),
the sheep for whom the Shepherd laid down His life (John
10:11), as knowing the voice of our Shepherd (John
10:14), and as a lost sheep being sought (Matt.
18:10-13). Like sheep, we too need to feed our souls daily
to remain healthy.
We need it daily because life happens that way.
Temptation doesn’t carry a calendar nor does it pace
itself. It doesn’t stop and say, “It is Tuesday so I need to
wait until Saturday to execute this temptation.”
Opportunities to represent Christ in this world are
usually not scheduled either. We must be attentive to
God’s direction as we go through the day or we may walk
right past the opportunities to give a cup of water in
Jesus’ name. Life happens daily. (http://www.lifeway.com/
Article/why-you-need-daily-discipleship)

Meeting together with other Christians should not be a
substitute for daily discipleship and Bible study, but
coming together as believers is an important part of
learning and growing in our faith. LifeGroups,
equipping studies, and small group Bible studies
provide opportunites to study together and learn from
one another.
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Happy Birthday
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saturday

30

31
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3

4
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Senior
Breakfast

6
Joint
Worship

7

8

Peach Trip

9

Budget and
Mission
Finance Mtg. Bible Study
Deacons’
Mtg.

10

11

12

18

19

Karesh Wing
Ministry

Mission
Prayer Group
Pool Side
Bible Study

13

14

15

16

Love, Serve,
Give

17
Senior
Supper

Prayer Walk
for Area
Schools

8/1

Olivia McCaskill

8/2
8/4

Joann Crenshaw
Dianne Elliott

8/5

Chelsey Boykin

8/6
8/7

Reece Williams
Tate Williamson

8/11 Frances Griswold
8/13 Andrew Arledge
Jay Huggins
8/18 Jonathan Thomas
Payten Truesdale
8/19 Skye Gause
Jeanne Brummett
8/23 Darlene Ham
Madison Bantum
8/24 Ansley Gause
Phil Jeffers
8/25 Courtney Chestnut
8/29 Nathan Davis
8/31 Beverly Rogers
Jacob Williamson
McKenzie Taylor
Iva Kanipe

Scotland Mission Trip
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23

A Year in
Review

24

25

Springdale Men’s Bible Rising 6th
Ministry
Study
Grader Pool
Party

Scotland Mission Trip

27
Children’s
Sunday
Mission Trip
Reports

Happy
Anniversary
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Gen180
Welcomes
6th graders
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8/1
8/2
8/6
8/8
8/28

John T. and Janice Arledge
Robert & Rhonda Adams
Jason & Stacy McCaskill
Billy & Becca Sparks
Tommy & Cheryl Jordan

Malvern Hill BapFst Church
1415 Malvern Hill Drive
Camden, SC 29020
(803) 432-7035
www.malvernhill.org
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

