
Easter: A Reason to Hope
John 20:11-18

He is Risen!

1.Find joy in the empty tomb.

2.  Find joy in knowing that Jesus loves you.

Does Christ bring you joy?

Scripture Memory Verse
These things I have spoken to you, that my joy
may be in you, and that your joy may be full.

John 15:11

Sermons

Sermon videos and resources
can be found online at

malvernhill.org/online-content

3.  Find joy in telling the story.

April 5, 2026



These questions provide a framework for
individual or family study and for
discussions in LifeGroup. LifeGroups
meet at 9:45 AM on Sundays. 
malvernhill.org/ministries-and-resources/lifegroups

VBS Leader Meeting

Sunday, April 19
4:00 PM

malvernhill.churchcenter.com/calendar

1.We just celebrated Easter, but every Sunday is actually a celebration of Christ's
resurrection. What are the obstacles that keep you from celebrating the
resurrection with joy each week?

2.Read John 20:1-10. When the disciples ran to the tomb with Mary, they believed
what she had told them, that his body was gone. Why did they not yet understand
that Jesus had been resurrected? How do their initial doubts add credence to the
argument of the resurrection?

3.According to John 20:1 and 20:11-16, Mary Magdalene was the first to know that
the tomb was empty and that Jesus had risen. What do you learn about Jesus and
about his plan to reach everyone based on the fact that he first revealed himself
to a woman who had a bad reputation (Luke 8:1-3)?

4.When Mary recognized Jesus, what did she call him (verse 16)? How does Jesus's
resurrection help us to know that Jesus is more than a teacher?

5.According to John 20:17, Jesus told Mary to go tell the other disciples, "I am
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God." How do
these words of Jesus call the disciples to continue to trust him in faith, even after
the resurrection?

6.Read John 20:18. How did Mary respond after seeing Jesus? The Great
Commission commands us to go and make disciples. How is the Great
Commission fulfilled as we announce the good news of Christ's resurrection?
How do we sometimes make the Great Commission more difficult than it
actually is?

7.After celebrating the death and resurrection of Christ and reading the gospel
accounts over the last week, what are you prompted to do in your own life?

John 20:11-18
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