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Parenting in The Promise 
Malachi 4:1-6                                           September 26, 2021 
Sermon Series: The Whole Story 
 
The Big Question: What is a healthy family? 
 
 

1. Healthy families are a sign of God’s blessing. 

2. Healthy families are the result of faithful commitment. 

3. Healthy families require thoughtful engagement. 

4. Godly parenting is the expectation for Christian families. 

  



These questions are provided for further study and application 
of the message. Thoughtfully writing out the answers to these 
questions will help to drive home the point. It is also helpful to 
discuss your answers with others.  

Discussion Questions  

 

1. What is your greatest struggle in trying to create a godly 
culture in your family? What steps have you taken to grow 
in godliness as a family? 

2. Read Malachi 3:16-18. Malachi 1-3 is a prophecy against 
God’s people for their sinful lives. According to 3:16-18, 
how did the people respond when they were confronted 
with their sin? How should we respond? 

3. Read Ezekiel 5:7-12. Why is God sending his judgment? 
What are some of the aspects of God’s judgment in these 
verses? How do the blessings of Malachi 4 show a reversal 
of the curse of sin pronounced in Ezekiel? 

 

4. Last Sunday, Pastor Craig said healthy families are the 
result of faithful commitment. Read Malachi 2:13-16. What 
did families look like in Malachi’s day? Notice, the Lord 
doesn’t speak of feelings, but faithfulness. Why is 
faithfulness more important than feelings in marriage? 

5. When Malachi mentions the hearts of fathers, he is 
speaking of the entirety of the inward being. God desires 
for parents to direct their heart, mind, and soul toward 
their children. What keeps parents from giving their full 
attention to raising their children to know the Lord?  

6. If godly parenting is the expectation for Christian families, 
why do so many churched families look just like the world 
in their finances, recreation, entertainment, and time 
management? 

 
7. This Week’s Bible Reading Guide: 

Sunday:  Nahum 
Monday:  Habakkuk—Zephaniah 
Tuesday:  Haggai 
Wednesday: Zechariah 1-7 
Thursday:  Zechariah 8-14 
Friday:  Malachi 
Saturday:  Matthew 1-4 


