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Biblical Leadership: God Decides 
1 Timothy 3:1-7                                                 October 13, 2019 
Sermon Series:  Church Check-Up 
 
The Big Question: What is biblical leadership? 
 

1. Pastoral qualifications. 

2. Pastoral responsibilities. 

3. A church’s proper response. 



These questions are provided for your further study and 
application of the message. Thoughtfully writing out the 
answers to these questions will help to drive home the point. It 
is also helpful to discuss your answers with others.  

Discussion Questions  

Date: October 20, 2019 
1 Timothy 3:1-7 

1. The Bible speaks about how churches should be structured 
and led and about the qualifications for her leaders. Based 
on Matthew 16:18, who created the church? Who then gets 
to determine how churches should be structured? 

2. Read 1 Timothy 3:1-7. What are the qualifications for an 
overseer or pastor? Why do you think each one of these 
qualifications are important for those who serve as pastors 
in a local church? 

3. The Bible uses several words for the office of pastor 
including pastor, elder, and overseer. How do each of these 
titles describe different roles of the pastor? 

4. Read 1 Timothy 3:8-13. What differences exist between the 
office of deacon and the office of pastor? How do deacons 
and pastors work together to strengthen the local church? 

5. Read Hebrews 13:17. Why is this verse sometimes difficult 
for people in the church to apply? How have you seen 
churches limit a pastor’s ability to fulfill his biblical 
responsibilities? 

6. Pastors are sometimes seen as “super Christians.” Go back 
and re-read 1 Timothy 3:1-7. Are any of the qualifications 
for pastor extreme? What keeps Christians from aspiring to 
live lives that are in accordance with the expectations laid 
out by Paul in these verses? 

7. Family verse: Read and memorize 1 Timothy 3:1. Discuss 
why it would be noble to aspire to the office of overseer. 
Why has this desire been discouraged in the past? 


