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January	1:	James	1	
“The	one	who	looks	into	the	perfect	law,	the	law	of	liberty,	and	perseveres,	being	
no	hearer	who	forgets	but	a	doer	who	acts,	he	will	be	blessed	in	his	doing.”	James	
1:25	
	
Today	marks	the	beginning	of	this	adventure	we	will	take	together	as	a	
community.	James	is	the	perfect	starting	place	for	us	because	he	opens	his	
book	with	a	command	to	seek	wisdom	and	act	upon	the	wisdom	we	find	(v.	5).	
In	verses	2-4	he	challenges	us	with	the	idea	that	we	should	consider	it	a	source	
of	joy	when	we	face	trials,	when	we	are	persecuted	in	the	carrying	out	of	our	
faith.	In	John	16:33	Jesus	reminds	his	disciples,	“In	the	world	you	will	have	
tribulation.	But	take	heart;	I	have	overcome	the	world.”	Jesus	is	warning	us	and	
James	is	reminding	us	that	those	who	follow	Jesus	in	truth	will	also	follow	him	
in	persecution.	We	see	this	tension,	this	conflict,	in	many	ways.	We	see	it	in	the	
cultural	shift	around	us,	we	see	it	in	our	daily	family	interactions,	we	see	it	in	
the	church.	When	sinners	get	close	to	one	another,	we	bump	heads	as	we	
compete	rather	than	submit	together	to	God.	
	
So	again,	when	we	face	that	conflict,	James	calls	us	to	seek	wisdom	from	God.	
That	wisdom	is	found	in	the	Bible,	and	so	this	year	we	will	walk	together	
through	a	lot	of	the	Scripture	seeking	God’s	wisdom.	But	James	would	caution	
us	that	this	is	not	an	end	in	itself.	“Be	doers	of	the	word,	and	not	hearers	only,	
deceiving	yourselves,”	he	says	in	verse	22.	When	we	ask	the	Father	of	lights	for	
his	wisdom	he	will	grant	it,	but	in	speaking	to	us	he	simultaneously	calls	us	to	
action.	As	we	read	a	chapter	a	day	together,	be	listening	closely	for	the	Holy	
Spirit’s	voice	calling	you	to	transforming	action.	It	will	often	be	scary	and	
difficult,	but	that	is	why	we	are	walking	through	this	together.	Each	day	
encourage	your	family	and	friends	to	step	out	boldly	into	deeper	faith	in	Jesus	
Christ.	That	is	where	the	blessing	of	salvation	lies.	
	
January	2:	James	2	
“So	speak	and	so	act	as	those	who	are	to	be	judged	under	the	law	of	liberty.”	
James	2:12	
	
James	starts	this	chapter	with	a	specific	discussion	of	the	relationship	between	
the	rich	and	the	poor,	but	by	the	end	of	the	chapter	he	has	broadened	it	to	an	
all-encompassing	discussion	of	equality	at	the	foot	of	the	cross.	All	of	us	stand	
before	God	as	sinners,	but	when	we	put	our	faith	in	Jesus	we	are	covered	in	his	



identity.	To	the	extent	that	we	are	crucified	and	Christ	fills	us	in	(Galatians	
2:20),	we	are	counted	righteous	before	God.	This	is	the	“law	of	liberty”	(v.	12).	
We	are	free	from	developing	a	righteousness	of	our	own	because	Christ	is	our	
righteousness.	Therefore	when	we	interact	with	those	without	faith,	we	should	
do	so	lovingly,	as	one	who	stands	in	community	with	them,	as	one	who	was	
judged	unrighteous	before	the	throne	of	God.	
	
“What	shall	we	say	then?	Are	we	to	continue	in	sin	that	grace	may	abound?	By	
no	means!”	(Romans	6:1-2).	Even	as	we	love	others	in	our	sin-stained	
community,	we	should	be	pursuing	the	righteous	works	God	created	us	for	
(Ephesians	2:10).	We	do	these	works,	not	for	the	sake	of	our	own	
righteousness,	but	because	it	is	the	outworking	of	our	faith	in	Jesus.	Because	he	
says	these	things	are	the	ways	of	one	who	lives	in	right	relation	to	God,	we	
seek	to	live	that	way.	The	things	I	do	to	show	love	to	my	spouse	are	the	same.	I	
do	them,	not	to	put	her	in	debt	to	me,	but	to	demonstrate	externally	what	is	
true	and	living	inside	me.	Today	seek	out	righteous	works,	not	to	earn	God’s	
love,	but	to	demonstrate	your	love	back	to	him.	
	
January	3:	James	3	
“From	the	mouth	come	blessing	and	cursing.	My	brothers,	these	things	ought	not	
be	so.”	James	3:10	
	
Yesterday	we	read	James’	admonishment	to	live	by	the	“law	of	liberty,”	seeking	
righteous	works	as	a	natural	outpouring	of	love	for	the	Father.	In	the	third	
chapter,	James	unpacks	that	with	a	specific	example.	He	spends	much	of	this	
chapter	exploring	the	unrighteousness	of	our	speech.	He	does	not	mince	his	
words	about	it.	“The	tongue	is	a	fire	of	unrighteousness…setting	on	fire	the	
entire	course	of	life,	and	set	on	fire	by	hell,”	(v.	6).	Only	those	who	are	perfect	
are	able	to	control	their	tongue.	The	reason	for	this	is	that	the	tongue	reflects	
what	is	in	the	heart	(Proverbs	4:23).	Can	a	saltwater	pond	host	freshwater	
fish?	Can	an	apple	tree	give	oranges?	Can	a	perfect	heart	produce	sinful	
speech?	
	
James	says	that	the	one	who	is	wise	seeks	for	God	to	fill	his	heart	with	
righteousness.	Then	what	flows	out	will	be	humble,	meek,	gentle,	peaceable…	
in	a	word,	righteous.	Those	who	are	content	to	live	according	to	their	own	
wisdom	and	righteousness	will	produce	selfish	ambition,	jealousy,	and	
disorder.	As	we	walk	through	this	year	together,	I	encourage	you	to	examine	



your	speech.	How	well	does	it	reflect	the	values	and	priorities	we’re	reading	
about	in	Scripture?	Hopefully	you	will	find	many	places	of	overlap,	but	you	will	
undoubtedly	also	find	places	of	conflict.	Pray	thanking	God	for	the	grace	he	has	
already	granted	for	that	sin,	and	ask	him	to	work	to	revive	those	places	of	
unrighteous	rot	in	our	souls.		
	
January	4:	James	4	
“Draw	near	to	God,	and	he	will	draw	near	to	you.	Cleanse	your	hands,	you	
sinners,	and	purify	your	hearts,	you	double-minded.”	James	4:8	
	
As	the	end	of	the	letter	approaches,	James	ratchets	up	the	stakes.	He	blatantly	
calls	us	out	for	what	we	are:	murderers,	adulterers,	and	idolaters.	Each	of	us	
has	spent	our	life	straddling	the	fence,	trying	to	find	a	way	to	be	get	as	much	
out	of	the	world	as	we	can	while	claiming	to	get	everything	we	need	from	God.	
But	God	does	not	accept	this	kind	of	partial	gift.	“Do	you	not	know	that	
friendship	with	the	world	is	enmity	with	God,”	(v.	4).	The	segments	of	our	
hearts	that	still	cling	to	the	treasures	of	this	world	betray	what	Abe	Lincoln	
called	our	“better	angels.”	Even	small	segments	held	back	put	us	squarely	in	
relation	to	God	as	enemy.	He	has	commanded	our	whole	heart,	and	we	have	
only	brought	a	portion,	leaving	the	rest	for	our	own	passions.		
	
But	then	there	is	a	sweet	and	sudden	transition;	“But	he	gives	more	grace,”	(v.	
6).	God	has	seen	your	transgression	and	loved	you	anyway	(Romans	5:8).	We	
are	invited	to	draw	near	to	the	Lord	by	reading	his	word,	speaking	to	him	in	
prayer,	and	rejoicing	over	him	with	praise.	As	we	do	these	things,	our	hearts	
are	filled	with	his	Spirit.	He	teaches	us	his	ways.	He	passes	on	his	passions	to	
us	like	a	parent	to	a	child.	We	are	filled	with	love,	joy,	peace,	patience,	
kindness,	goodness,	faithfulness,	gentleness,	and	self-control.	No	longer	are	our	
plans	based	on	our	whims	and	lusts.	Instead	they	flow	out	of	God’s	will	being	
lived	out	in	us.	As	a	community	we	are	seeking	to	draw	near	to	him,	and	as	he	
draws	near	to	us,	see	his	will	lived	out	in	our	church’s	works.		
	
January	5:	James	5		
"Is	anyone	among	you	suffering?	Let	him	pray.	Is	anyone	cheerful?	Let	him	sing	
praise.	Is	anyone	among	you	sick?	Let	him	call	for	the	elders	of	the	church,	and	let	
them	pray	over	him,	anointing	him	with	oil	in	the	name	of	the	Lord.		And	the	
prayer	of	faith	will	save	the	one	who	is	sick,	and	the	Lord	will	raise	him	up.	And	if	
he	has	committed	sins,	he	will	be	forgiven.”	James	5:13-15	



Auburn	Baptist	has	a	slew	of	hunters	that	enjoy	the	outdoors.	I	have	been	privy	
to	many	conversations	between	hunters	on	their	weapons	of	choice.	It's	a	thing	
of	beauty	to	see	someone	describe	their	gun.	There's	usually	some	story	that	
goes	with	it	-	it	was	grandpas	gun	or	some	other	ancestor	who	was	the	
ultimate	predator	with	that	gun.	Or	they	may	have	tediously	researched	
and/or	expertly	haggled	their	way	into	becoming	the	proud	owner	of	that	
weapon.		
	
Seems	like	in	all	those	cases,	that	prized	gun	is	being	used	frequently	during	
the	hunt.	It's	certainly	not	sitting	on	the	shelf	gathering	dust.	So	it	should	be	
with	our	most	prized	weapon	spiritually	-	prayer.	Prayer	changes	things.	
Sometimes	the	situation	or	sickness	or	obstacle	is	removed	or	altered	by	God's	
intervention	after	prayer.	Probably	as	often	as	that	happens,	though,	God	
chooses	to	alter	the	one	praying.	Either	way,	things	change	for	the	better.	Is	
your	prayer	life	gathering	dust?	Or	is	it	an	often-used,	clean,	well-oiled,	scoped-
in	weapon	that	helps	you	cope	with	life's	challenges?		
	
As	far	as	the	doctrine	of	the	passage,	many	have	given	the	passage	an	
interpretation	that	paves	the	way	for	discouragement	when	a	sick	person	does	
not	become	"well".	They	would	say	if	the	faith	is	strong	enough,	healing	
automatically	comes.	That	is	certainly	in	error.	Taken	in	conjunction	with	the	
rest	of	the	counsel	of	Scripture,	we	realize	that	God's	will	has	to	be	taken	into	
account	as	we	define	what	being	"well"	means.	I	like	the	word	the	NASV	uses.	
‘Restored’	is	the	best	meaning.	And	when	we	bring	our	deepest	issues	to	the	
Lord	and	trust	Him,	we	can	accept	and	even	celebrate	His	decision	to	restore	
on	earth	or	restore	in	heaven.	
	
January	6:	Proverbs	1	
“Let	the	wise	hear	and	increase	in	learning,	and	the	one	who	understands	obtain	
guidance.”	Proverbs	1:5	
	
In	James	we	talked	about	seeking	the	wisdom	and	fruit	of	God	in	the	Bible.	
Proverbs	1	certainly	sat	in	James’	mind	as	he	wrote	his	letter.	This	chapter	
opens	this	peculiar	book	with	a	general	call	to	seek	wisdom.	One	of	the	most	
challenging	aspects	of	this	chapter,	though,	is	the	context	where	it	says	wisdom	
can	be	found.	In	verses	20-33	Solomon	personifies	Wisdom,	saying	that	she	has	
been	standing	in	the	streets	shouting	out	warnings	and	trying	to	grab	us	up	as	
we	race	toward	destruction.	But	it	seems	no	one	listens.	On	our	own	we	are	all	



too	willing	to	ignore	the	wisdom	freely	given	by	God	as	common	grace	to	all	
mankind.	
	
The	particular	challenge	of	this	chapter	is	to	seek	wisdom	‘with	a	little	help	
from	our	friends.’	Verses	5	and	6	are	beautiful	because	they	tell	us	that	the	one	
who	understands	recognizes	that	they	need	help.	The	old	saying	goes,	“The	
more	you	know,	the	more	you	know	you	don’t	know.”	As	we	gain	wisdom	from	
God’s	word,	we	will	recognize	our	inability	to	rightly	divide	his	word	by	
ourselves.	1	John	1:7	says,	“If	we	walk	in	the	light,	as	he	is	in	the	light,	we	have	
fellowship	with	one	another,	and	the	blood	of	Jesus	his	son	cleanses	us	from	all	
sin.”	The	pursuit	of	God	must	happen	in	community.	We	encourage	one	
another	and	challenge	one	another	out	of	stagnation.	The	writers	of	the	
Proverbs	often	speak	as	a	father	to	a	son.	All	of	us	need	the	voices	of	older	and	
wiser	people,	even	those	of	our	dearest	friends,	to	help	us	examine	our	hearts	
and	identify	the	places	that	require	the	most	transformation	from	the	Holy	
Spirit.	As	we	walk	together	through	the	Bible,	pray	that	God	will	place	you	in	a	
small	community	of	2	or	3	that	will	challenge	and	encourage	you.	
	
January	7:	Genesis	1	
“Then	God	said,	‘Let	us	make	man	in	our	image,	after	our	likeness.”	Genesis	1:26	
	
The	creation	story	is	one	of	the	first	stories	you	learned	if	you	grew	up	in	
church.	Over	the	course	of	6	days,	God	creates	the	planet,	the	stars,	the	waters,	
the	sky,	the	plants,	the	animals,	and	us.	And	at	each	turn	God	calls	the	things	he	
creates	“good.”	This	story	raises	a	lot	of	questions	for	a	lot	of	people,	so	a	lot	of	
people	don’t	like	to	give	it	much	thought.	However,	there	is	a	rich	idea	that	is	
founded	in	verse	26,	the	idea	that	we	are	uniquely	made	in	God’s	own	image.	
What	exactly	does	it	mean	that	we	are	made	in	the	image	of	a	God	who	is	
omnipresent	(everywhere	all	at	once)?	Since	this	is	the	first	thing	in	the	Bible,	I	
think	it’s	fair	to	look	very	closely	at	the	things	we	can	learn	about	God	in	the	
first	25	verses	to	get	a	good	idea	about	what	verse	26	means.		
	
For	the	first	25	verses	God	takes	nothingness	and	chaos	and	turns	it	into	
creation	and	order.	While	I	can’t	make	something	from	nothing,	I	do	have	the	
ability	to	bring	some	order	to	disorder!	So	I	know	that	must	be	one	of	the	
things	in	me	that	reflects	God’s	image	is.	What	are	the	places	in	your	life	that	
need	reorganizing	to	fit	inside	God’s	good	created	order?	For	some	it	might	be	
reprioritizing	our	time	to	devote	more	to	drawing	near	to	God.	For	others	it	



might	be	letting	go	of	bitterness	or	envy	rooted	in	our	pride.	Take	some	time	to	
examine	your	heart	for	closets	of	chaos.	Open	up	to	a	close	friend	for	a	
confidential	second	opinion.	God	has	given	you	freedom	so	that	you	don’t	have	
to	remain	the	same.	You	are	made	in	his	image.	You	are	called	to	welcome	his	
order	into	your	chaos.	
	
January	8:	Genesis	2		
“But	of	the	tree	of	the	knowledge	of	good	and	evil	you	shall	not	eat	for	in	the	day	
that	you	eat	of	it	you	will	surely	die.”		Genesis	2:17		
	
The	command	of	God	left	Adam	with	a	choice.	In	Genesis	2	the	choice	that	we	
all	know	he	and	Eve	made	had	not	yet	occurred.	The	command	of	God	was	very	
plain	and	was	very	simple.		It	was	a	command	that	said,	‘if	you	do	this,	then	this	
will	be	the	consequence’.	Adam	and	Eve,	as	you	find	in	Chapter	3,	made	a	
choice	that	affects	every	human	being	ever	born	after	them.			
	
Today,	you	and	I	will	make	choices	also.	While	we	might	want	to	point	the	
finger	and	say	it	was	Adam	and	Eve’s	fault,	the	truth	is	that	every	one	of	us	
have	fallen	into	the	same	pattern	of	disobedience	all	on	our	own.	And	our	
choices,	too,	have	consequences.	The	beauty	of	this	passage	is	found	in	the	
unveiling	of	God’s	redemptive	plan.	If	all	we	had	was	Genesis	2,	we’d	be	
doomed	because	God’s	command	being	disobeyed	would	separate	man	from	
God.	And	so	Jesus	came	to	redeem	what	Adam	lost	through	His	disobedience.	
As	you	read	the	Old	Testament,	we	have	the	privilege	of	seeing	the	old	
covenant	that	was	impossible	for	you	and	me	to	uphold	from	the	eyes	of	the	
New	Testament	covenant.	Death,	that	God	told	Adam	he	would	experience	if	he	
disobeyed,	was	swallowed	up	in	victory	as	Jesus	shed	His	blood	on	the	cross	
for	you	and	me.	That’s	grace,	grace,	grace…God’s	amazing	grace.	
	
January	9:	Genesis	3	
“But	the	Lord	God	called	to	the	man	and	said	to	him,	‘Where	are	you?’”		
Genesis	3:9	
	
The	story	of	the	Fall	is	heartbreaking	when	you	consider	the	consequences	that	
have	spread	across	the	world	from	this	moment	in	time.	Every	war,	every	
broken	marriage,	every	rape,	every	addiction,	all	sin	in	every	life	at	any	
moment	stems	from	this	choice.	The	choice	Adam	and	Eve	made	was	to	ignore	
the	wisdom	and	command	of	God.	They	were	tempted	by	Satan	to	rely	on	



themselves	instead	of	the	creator,	and	they	found	themselves	exposed.	Just	one	
step	on	their	own,	and	they	tumbled	to	the	earth	like	a	baby	exploring	the	
possibility	of	walking.	In	shame	they	tried	to	hide	themselves	from	God’s	soul-
searching	presence.		
	
Of	course	when	he	walks	into	the	Garden	in	the	cool	of	the	day	God	knows	
exactly	where	Adam	and	Eve	are	and	what	they	have	done.	Even	before	he	calls	
out,	he	grasps	the	full	consequences	of	their	actions.	But	when	God	does	call	
out,	“Where	are	you?”	it	wasn’t	searching	out	Adam	and	Eve	to	get	the	
punishments	doled	out.	Adam	answers	the	question	not	with	his	physical	
location,	but	with	his	spiritual	location.	He	knows	the	jig	is	up,	and	he	sees	the	
futility	in	pretending	his	soul	is	not	in	the	state	it	is.	But	he	needed	God	to	
move	him	to	that	recognition.	In	asking,	“Where	are	you?”	God	was	helping	
them	to	self-diagnose.	He	was	helping	them	to	see	that	because	of	their	actions	
they	lacked	the	one	thing	they	had	always	relied	on,	him.	Where	are	there	
places	in	your	life	where	you	have	claimed	your	own	wisdom	over	and	against	
God’s?	Where	is	your	life	lacking	because	you	have	rejected	the	claims	of	the	
creator	over	you?	Today	God	is	asking	you,	“Where	are	you?”	Examine	your	
heart.	Confess	to	him	the	state	of	your	soul,	and	ask	him	to	help	you	take	a	new	
step	toward	his	righteousness	today.	
	
January	10:	Genesis	4	
“God	has	appointed	for	me	another	offspring	instead	of	Abel,	for	Cain	killed	him.”	
Genesis	4:25	
	
This	chapter	demonstrates	the	rapid	pace	that	sin	degrades	the	human	
condition.	In	just	one	generation	man’s	rebellion	moves	into	murder.	Famously	
Cain	kills	his	brother	Abel	because	God	does	not	regard	his	offering	in	the	same	
way	he	does	Abel’s.	For	someone	reading	the	Bible	for	the	first	time	it	would	be	
easy	to	read	this	far	and	come	to	the	conclusion	that	God	is	not	much	in	control	
at	all.	These	creatures	that	he	created	to	bring	chaos	into	order	are	only	
multiplying	chaos.	They	have	brought	spiritual	death	on	themselves	and	are	
now	just	wiping	each	other	out.	This	creation	can’t	last	long.	
	
But	God’s	authority	is	demonstrated	in	several	concrete	ways	here.	After	
declaring	Cain’s	punishment,	God	marks	him	so	that	no	one	will	murder	him	in	
retribution.	He	still	holds	Cain’s	life	in	his	hands	even	though	Cain	is	running	in	
rebellion.	And	at	the	end	of	the	chapter	Eve	names	her	next	son	Seth.	‘Seth’	



sounds	like	the	Hebrew	word	for	‘he	appointed.’	Eve	is	demonstrating	that	she	
still	considers	the	Lord	as	providing	the	way	forward	for	her	family,	and	
indeed	he	is.	God	is	not	the	source	of	any	evil	or	sin	(1	John	1:5),	but	he	does	
allow	us	to	experience	the	consequences	of	our	choices	(Rom.	1:24).	In	those	
moments	he	does	not	abandon	us	entirely,	instead	choosing	to	form	us	further	
into	the	likeness	of	his	son	in	every	situation	if	only	we	would	submit	to	him.	
Do	you	see	God’s	authority	guiding	you	and	shaping	you?	It	is	often	hard	to	in	
the	moment,	but	we	can	trust	his	hand	as	he	leads	us	forward	by	faith.	That	is	
one	of	the	reasons	God	puts	us	in	community	with	others,	to	have	the	external	
perspective	of	a	trusted	friend	who	can	point	us	to	him	in	difficult	moments.	If	
you	are	in	a	moment	of	difficulty,	ask	God	to	reveal	his	hand	to	comfort	you.	If	
you	are	in	community	with	someone	living	in	difficulty,	ask	God	how	you	might	
be	used	to	demonstrate	his	authority	and	love	over	their	situation.		
	
January	11:	Proverbs	2	
“My	son,	if	you	receive	my	words…if	you	call	out	for	insight…if	you	seek	it	like	
silver…”	Proverbs	2:1-4	
	
A	repeated	theme	in	the	Proverbs	is	the	contrast	between	following	God	and	
falling	into	the	arms	of	a	‘forbidden	woman.’	This	can	be	read	plainly	as	falling	
into	physical	lust,	but	really	it	represents	so	much	more.	Loving	the	adulteress	
is	set	as	the	contrast	for	loving	the	Lord.	Solomon	opens	this	chapter	by	
encouraging	us	to	seek	after	God’s	wisdom.	He	compares	it	to	the	things	we	
find	security	in	in	this	world,	silver	and	gold.	We	should	value	God’s	word	
above	those	temporary	things.	The	Psalmist	put	it	this	way:	“As	a	deer	pants	
for	flowing	streams,	so	pants	my	soul	for	you,	O	God,”	(Psalm	42:1).	If	your	life	
is	driven	by	this	thirst	for	God,	you	will	find	exactly	what	you’re	searching	for.	
“For	the	Lord	gives	wisdom;	from	his	mouth	come	knowledge	and	
understanding;”	(v.	6).	God	wants	to	pour	out	his	wisdom	and	knowledge	that	
we	might	live	according	to	it	and	reflect	his	glory	to	all	creation.	Living	like	this	
is	what	we	are	created	for,	and	when	we	submit	to	God’s	Spirit	we	receive	the	
inheritance	he	has	planned	for	us.	“The	upright	will	inhabit	the	land,	and	those	
with	integrity	will	remain	in	it,”	(v.	21).	
	
The	alternative	is	to	live	according	to	our	own	wisdom,	seeking	after	the	
pleasures	of	this	earth.	In	Proverbs	she	is	the	adulteress;	in	the	Prophets	she	is	
Babylon;	in	Revelation	she	is	the	Prostitute.	Throughout	she	is	the	one	we	
throw	ourselves	at	as	if	she	had	something	to	offer	to	us.	Solomon	reminds	us	



that	all	that	path	offers	is	destruction.	“The	wicked	will	be	cut	off	from	the	land,	
and	the	treacherous	will	be	rooted	out	of	it,”	(v.	22).	Ultimately	we	will	find	
exactly	what	we	want.	Heaven	is	the	consummation	of	the	shared	love	between	
God	and	man.	Hell	is	the	consummation	of	love	between	man	and	the	empty	
promises	he	has	chased	after	all	his	life.	The	former	is	utter	fulfillment;	the	
latter	is	eternal,	unquenchable	thirst.	Pray	that	God	might	give	you	a	fiery	
passion	for	his	wisdom.	As	you	pant	for	him,	you	will	find	satisfaction.	
	
January	12:	Acts	6	
“Then	some	of	those…rose	up	and	disputed	with	Stephen.”	Acts	6:9	
	
Our	church	is	led	by	our	pastors	and	deacons.	Here,	near	the	beginning	of	Acts,	
we	see	the	establishment	of	that	system	which	we	follow.	Some	were	called	to	
preach	and	lead,	others	are	called	to	minister	to	the	congregation.	Each	is	
critical	in	the	life	of	a	church.	If	our	church	had	great	pastoral	leadership	but	
those	in	need	were	being	ignored,	we	would	be	failing	in	our	mission.	If	our	
church	had	great	outreach	programs	but	lacked	convicting	proclamation	of	
God’s	word,	we	would	be	failing	in	our	mission.	Each	member	of	the	church	
plays	an	important	role	in	its	proper	functioning	(1	Cor.	12).	There	is	no	
proper	member	of	the	body	of	Christ	that	exists	only	to	be	served.	That	is	a	
powerful	message	in	itself,	but	that	is	not	the	end	of	this	story.	
	
One	of	the	men	called	to	serve	as	a	deacon,	Stephen,	gives	himself	fully	to	his	
ministry.	God	fills	him	with	his	Spirit	and	does	wondrous	things	through	him.	
In	our	culture	today,	we	would	expect	him	to	become	the	next	big	celebrity	
philanthropist.	But	because	his	work	involved	pushing	back	on	the	sinful	
desires	of	man,	he	faced	opposition,	and	it	lead	him	to	his	death.	If	each	of	us	is	
really	called	to	a	place	of	service	to	God’s	Kingdom,	each	of	is	also	called	to	
possibly	place	ourselves	in	harm’s	way.	Jesus	tells	us,	“You	will	be	hated	by	all	
for	my	name’s	sake,”	(Matt.	10:22).	The	calling	of	faith	is	a	call	to	enmity	with	
the	world.	This	will	cause	us	inconvenience,	awkwardness	around	non-
believers,	and	even	draw	their	hatred.	But	Jesus	has	called	each	of	us	to	give	
our	whole	life	to	his	mission	of	drawing	them	back	to	himself.	Where	has	he	
called	you	to	serve?	
	
	
	
	



January	13:	Acts	7	
“You	stiff-necked	people,	uncircumcised	in	hearts	and	ears,	you	always	resist	the	
Holy	Spirit.	As	your	fathers	did,	so	do	you.”	Acts	7:51	
	
Stephen’s	response	to	the	church	leaders	opposing	him	was	long	but	simple.	
He	walked	quickly	through	the	history	of	God	and	his	Chosen	People,	Israel,	
from	Abraham	down	to	David.	At	every	step	he	points	out	how	God	provided	
for	Israel,	but	Israel	would	reject	him.	Joseph’s	brothers	sold	him	into	slavery	
though	he	would	be	their	salvation	from	famine;	Aaron	and	the	Israelites	built	
an	idol	while	Moses	received	the	law	of	God;	the	Prophets	were	all	ignored	or	
murdered.	The	greatest	obstacle	to	Israel’s	assumption	of	their	priestly	role	
was	no	outside	force.	It	was	their	own	sin.	
	
Today	God	still	speaks	to	his	Chosen	People.	God	has	put	his	Holy	Spirit	inside	
us	that	we	might	represent	him	as	priests	to	a	dark	and	hurting	world.	He	
offers	us	blessings	far	beyond	even	the	salvation	we	have	in	Jesus.	He	offers	us	
the	Fruits	of	his	Spirit.	He	offers	us	a	hand	in	reigning	in	his	Kingdom.	Yet	the	
greatest	obstacle	in	our	path	is	not	government,	culture,	or	economic	
instability.	As	Nathan	would	say,	“Thou	art	the	man!”	(2	Sam.	12:7).	We	are	a	
stiff-necked	people.	We	cling	tightly	to	our	own	desires	and	plans.	Today	ask	
God	to	soften	your	heart	to	his	will.	When	the	Holy	Spirit	speaks	to	you	
through	the	Bible,	commit	yourself	to	fully	devoted	obedience.	All	we	have	to	
lose	is	the	consequences	of	our	further	sin,	and	all	we	have	to	gain	is	the	
fullness	of	hope	offered	by	the	Holy	God.	
	
January	14:	Acts	8	
“But	Peter	said	to	him,	“May	your	silver	perish	with	you,	because	you	thought	you	
could	obtain	the	gift	of	God	with	money!”	Acts	8:20	
	
There	are	4	stories	in	this	chapter	that	all	make	one	point.	The	first	story	
shows	Saul	as	a	representative	of	the	cultural	power	persecuting	Christians	
heavily.	He	shows	how	every	earthly	factor	was	set	against	the	early	church,	
but	in	the	next	three	stories	we	see	the	Gospel	advance	anyway.	Philip	was	one	
of	the	first	deacons	chosen	to	serve	the	church	(Acts	6:5).	He	was	a	man	who	
loved	God,	but	the	Bible	does	not	remark	that	he	was	particularly	amazing.	All	
we	know	for	certain	is	that	he	was	judged	to	be	a	man	“of	good	repute,	full	of	
the	Spirit	and	of	wisdom”	(Acts	6:3).	Everywhere	he	went	God	moved	
powerfully	through	him.	He	led	many	to	faith	in	Christ	and	baptism.	



	
Then	there	is	Simon	the	Magician.	He	comes	to	faith	because	of	Philip,	but	it’s	
clear	that	he	doesn’t	fully	understand	what’s	happening.	He	offers	Peter	and	
John	money	to	fill	him	with	the	Holy	Spirit	so	that	he	can	do	the	same	for	
others.	Peter’s	response	in	verse	20	makes	it	clear	that	this	is	misguided,	but	I	
don’t	think	it	came	from	a	sinful	desire.	Based	on	his	response	in	verse	24,	I	
think	Simon	simply	wanted	to	do	what	he	could	to	spread	the	Gospel	using	his	
resources.	
	
Peter’s	words,	though,	are	the	key	to	understanding	this	chapter.	Peter	rebukes	
Simon’s	inclination	to	spend	his	way	to	fruitfulness.	Simon	had	the	idea	that	if	
we	have	enough	of	the	right	kind	of	resources,	God	can	use	us,	but	Peter	rejects	
that	idea.	Gospel	power	is	not	found	in	money	like	Simon	assumed.	Gospel	
power	is	not	found	in	extensive	training	and	eloquent	communication	skills.	
Philip	probably	didn’t	have	any	of	that.	Gospel	power	is	not	found	in	cultural	
influence	and	security.	Saul	made	sure	the	early	Christians	had	none	of	that.	
The	power	of	the	Gospel	is	the	will	of	God	freely	directing	the	hearts	of	
believers.	Is	your	heart	ready	to	submit	to	his	direction	regardless	of	what	he	
lays	before	you?	God	has	every	resource	he	needs	at	his	disposal	(Isa.	66:1-2).	
He	will	put	the	words	in	your	mouth	and	guide	your	steps.	His	Spirit	in	you	is	
the	power	of	the	Gospel	to	spread	to	the	ends	of	the	earth.	
	
January	15:	Acts	9	
“And	all	who	heard	him	were	amazed	and	said,	‘Is	not	this	the	man	who	made	
havoc	in	Jerusalem	of	those	who	called	upon	this	name?’”	Acts	9:21	
	
The	account	of	Saul’s	conversion	is	famous.	It’s	a	compelling	story	of	
redemption.	It	has	flash	and	excitement.	It	makes	for	a	great	movie!	But	what’s	
really	demonstrated	is	stark	repentance.	When	we	talk	to	children	about	
repenting,	we	define	it	as	being	sorry	for	what	you’ve	done	and	apologizing.	
“But	you	have	to	really	mean	it!”	is	how	we	challenge	them.	We’re	teaching	
them	that	being	really	sorry	about	what	you	did	is	the	important	thing.	
	
Saul’s	life	demonstrates	a	different	reality.	There	is	no	time	spent	in	this	story	
recounting	Saul’s	apology	or	his	remorse	for	his	sin.	What	we	see	instead	is	a	
180-degree	turn	from	one	path	in	life	to	the	opposite.	Saul	is	famous	for	
stomping	out	this	new	sect	from	Judaism,	protecting	the	ways	of	the	faith	as	he	
knew	them.	But	after	verse	19	his	aim	is	the	opposite.	He	is	such	a	prolific	



preacher	that	his	reputation	begins	to	shift.	People	are	confused	because	the	
switch	is	so	sudden.	But	this	is	true	repentance.	The	path	of	sin	and	self	is	
rejected	entirely,	and	the	path	of	obedience	is	embraced	whole-heartedly.	
Where	are	the	areas	in	your	life	where	you	need	to	repent?	Have	you	simply	
been	apologizing	to	God	for	sin	but	been	rejecting	life	transformation?	Do	
people	know	that	you	are	different	today	than	you	were	yesterday	because	you	
are	being	remade	into	the	image	of	Christ?	Today	pray	that	God	would	convict	
you	of	your	sin	and	move	you	to	full	repentance.	Ask	him	to	put	the	old	to	
death	and	bring	new	life	in	you.	
	
January	16:	Proverbs	3	
“Be	not	wise	in	your	own	eyes;	fear	the	Lord,	and	turn	away	from	evil.	It	will	be	
healing	to	your	flesh	and	refreshment	to	your	bones.”	Proverbs	3:7-8	
	
The	process	of	sanctification	is	often	envisioned	as	a	difficult	thing.	Parents	
talk	about	how	their	children	are	the	greatest	tools	for	their	sanctification	in	
God’s	tool	chest.	The	Bible	uses	the	picture	of	how	gold	is	refined	through	the	
violently	hot	smelting	process.	When	our	culture	talks	about	God’s	
sanctification,	they	talk	about	all	the	things	he	requires	us	to	give	up.	We	can’t	
have	sex	outside	marriage.	We	can’t	drink	alcohol	the	way	everyone	else	does.	
We	can’t	say	or	think	whatever	we	judge	is	right.	They	view	God	as	a	
restricting	figure	whose	laws	are	a	heavy	burden.	
	
This	proverb	gives	us	a	different	picture.	God’s	guidance	here	is	envisioned	as	
healing.	I	love	the	poetry	of	the	last	phrase,	“refreshment	to	your	bones.”	This	
is	not	just	a	‘drink	of	water	on	a	hot	day’	kind	of	refreshment.	This	is	a	‘fresh	
stream	after	40	days	in	the	desert.’	This	is	an	eternal	burning	in	your	soul	that	
is	drowned	in	the	kind	of	flood	Noah	endured.	When	God	brings	your	heart	
closer	into	right	relationship	with	him,	it	is	as	if	your	very	bones	are	filled	with	
pleasure.	Jesus	says,	“Come	to	me	all	who	labor	and	are	heavy	laden,	and	I	will	
give	you	rest.	Take	my	yoke	upon	you	and	learn	from	me.	For	I	am	gentle	and	
lowly	in	heart,	and	you	will	find	rest	for	your	souls.	For	my	yoke	is	easy,	and	
my	burden	is	light,”	(Matthew	11:28-30).	Do	you	really	believe	that?	Is	God’s	
word	refreshment	to	your	bones?	Does	Jesus’	yoke	seem	easy	around	your	
shoulders?	It	will	not	always	seem	that	way,	but	when	it	doesn’t,	you	know	you	
have	found	a	place	where	you	still	need	God’s	Spirit	to	work	more	in	you.	Don’t	
be	ashamed	to	tell	God	your	labor	seems	heavy.	He	knows	your	heart	and	loves	



you	still.	He	will	give	you	the	strength	required	as	you	learn	to	lean	on	him	
more	and	more.		
	
January	17:	Psalm	1	
“Blessed	is	the	man	who	walks	not	in	the	counsel	of	the	wicked,	nor	stands	in	the	
way	of	sinners,	nor	sits	in	the	seat	of	scoffers;	but	his	delight	is	in	the	law	of	the	
LORD,	and	on	his	law	he	meditates	day	and	night.”	Psalm	1:1-2	
	
The	Psalms	must	be	read	differently	from	most	of	the	rest	of	Scripture	because	
they	are	poetry.	They	use	figurative,	emotional,	and	sometimes	abstract	
language.	Psalm	1	is	a	prime	example	of	this.	In	the	first	two	verses,	the	author	
introduces	a	contrast	between	two	categories	of	people:	those	who	are	blessed	
because	they	delight	and	meditate	on	God's	Word	and	those	who	are	
influenced	by	the	wicked,	the	sinner,	and	the	scoffer.		
	
This	passage	should	draw	our	attention	to	two	thoughts.	First,	which	category	
do	we	fall	into,	the	righteous	or	the	wicked,	and	how	do	I	know?	This	passage	
makes	clear	that	the	righteous	are	those	who	love	God's	Word	and	allow	it	to	
be	what	leads	them	in	life.	What	is	your	attitude	towards	God's	Word	and	His	
Truth?	Is	it	something	that	you	build	your	life	around	or	do	you	build	your	life	
around	the	advice	and	beliefs	of	those	who	do	not	know	God?	As	God's	people,	
we	are	called	to	fill	our	hearts	(i.e.	delight)	and	our	minds	(i.e.	meditate)	with	
God's	Word	so	that	we	may	put	His	teaching	into	practice	throughout	our	lives.	
A	love	for	God's	Word	is	one	of	the	signs	that	mark	us	as	those	who	truly	love	
God.	Apathy	for	God’s	Word	is	the	mark	of	the	wicked.		
	
Another	thought	these	verses	point	us	to	is	whether	or	not	we	are	spiritually	
thriving.	The	Psalmist	uses	simile	to	show	God's	Word	is	to	His	people	what	
water	is	to	a	tree:	life.	Often	we	can	become	so	busy	in	our	lives	that	we	neglect	
the	study	of	God's	Word.	We	become	more	irritable	with	others,	more	easily	
seduced	by	sin,	and	less	fruitful	in	pursuing	the	work	of	the	church.	When	our	
spiritual	life	seems	to	be	dragging	on,	often	we	can	trace	the	problem	to	our	
lack	of	communion	with	God	through	His	Word.	We	need	God's	Word	as	much	
as	a	tree	needs	water!	Commit	your	heart,	your	mind,	and	your	time	to	be	one	
who	delights	in	the	law	of	the	LORD,	and	meditates	on	his	law	day	and	night!	
	
	
	



January	18:	Psalm	2	
“As	for	me,	I	have	set	my	King	on	Zion,	my	holy	hill.”	Psalm	2:6	
	
From	the	Christian	perspective,	there	is	no	doubt	that	Psalm	2	is	also	about	
Jesus	Christ.	He	is	the	Messiah	(which	means	anointed	one).	He	is	the	one	who,	
through	his	death	and	resurrection,	has	been	made	King	over	all	creation	(Heb.	
1).		
	
But	the	best	thing	about	Psalm	2	is	the	way	it	makes	God’s	power	and	authority	
clear.	The	psalm	opens	by	picturing	the	rulers	of	this	world	as	children	
throwing	a	tantrum	in	the	arms	of	their	father	in	the	middle	of	a	grocery	store.	
Their	raging	is	pointless.	All	it	does	is	burn	their	energy	and	irritate	the	father.	
The	Lord	warns	the	nations	that	his	response	will	be	that	of	a	good	father	with	
a	screaming	child	in	the	middle	of	a	grocery	store,	a	swift	spanking!	In	verse	4	
the	Lord	literally	mocks	their	plotting.	Their	power	is	nothing	compared	to	his.	
	
We	can	rejoice	today	knowing	that	the	powers	presently	over	us	that	are	such	
a	burden	to	us	really	have	no	lasting	authority	in	our	lives.	They	can	do	no	real	
harm	to	us.	2	Corinthians	4:8-10	says,	“We	are	afflicted	in	every	way,	but	not	
crushed;	perplexed,	but	not	driven	to	despair;	persecuted,	but	not	forsaken;	
struck	down,	but	not	destroyed,	always	carrying	in	the	body	the	death	of	Jesus,	
so	that	the	life	of	Jesus	may	also	be	manifested	in	our	bodies.”	Because	we	
share	in	his	death	through	faith,	we	also	share	in	his	resurrection.	He	alone	has	
the	authority	to	give	life,	and	he	has	chosen	to	give	it	abundantly	to	those	who	
trust	in	him.	“Rejoice	in	the	Lord	always;	again	I	will	say,	rejoice!”	(Phil.	4:4).	
	
January	19:	Psalm	3	
“I	lay	down	and	slept;	I	woke	again,	for	the	Lord	sustained	me.”	Psalm	3:5	
	
Most	children	go	through	a	phase	when	they	are	afraid	at	night.	Sometimes	it	
manifests	as	nightmares	or	fear	of	monsters	in	the	closet.	It’s	like	the	darkness	
in	their	room	comes	alive,	and	they	can	feel	it’s	weight	bearing	down	on	them.	
Most	often,	the	child’s	response	is	to	cry	out	for	mom	and	dad.	On	particularly	
bad	nights,	maybe	the	child	goes	to	sleep	in	mom	and	dad’s	room	with	them.	
Lying	in	between	her	parents,	there	is	nothing	to	fear.	There	is	no	need	to	keep	
one	eye	open.	Mom	and	Dad	have	everything	under	control,	so	the	child	sleeps	
soundly.	
	



This	is	the	idea	in	Psalm	3.	We	face	real	challenges	in	our	lives.	We	go	through	
challenges	in	marriage,	finance,	study,	work,	and	family.	At	every	turn	we	are	
pursued	by	an	enemy	who	wants	to	“steal,	kill,	and	destroy,”	(John	10:10).	But	
the	Lord	has	promised	to	be	a	shield	around	us.	Proverbs	18:10	says,	“The	
name	of	the	Lord	is	a	strong	tower;	the	righteous	man	runs	into	it	and	is	safe.”	
We	are	his	adopted	sons	and	daughters.	We	have	been	given	his	name,	and	
there	is	no	enemy	that	can	separate	us	from	him.	David	wants	to	remind	us	
here	that	when	we	can	feel	the	darkness	closing	in	around	us,	we	can	sleep	
soundly	knowing	that	the	Father	is	holding	us	tightly.	He	will	strike	down	our	
enemies	so	that	we	can	have	peace	to	rest	in	his	arms.		
	
January	20:	Psalm	4	
“Know	that	the	Lord	has	set	apart	the	godly	for	himself;	the	Lord	hears	when	I	
call	to	him.”	Psalm	4:3	
	
Psalm	3	showed	us	how	we	could	rest	in	God’s	arms	like	a	child	who	cries	out	
in	fear	during	the	night	finds	rest	in	her	parents’	arms.	Psalm	4	addresses	a	
similar	situation,	but	focuses	in	a	different	area.	Instead	of	demonstrating	the	
comfort	found	at	the	end	of	the	story,	resting	in	the	Father’s	arms,	now	David	
looks	at	the	assurance	he	has	that	God	will	answer	when	he	cries	out.	He	starts	
out	with	a	cry	to	God,	but	by	verse	3	it	is	clear	that	he	is	certain	God	has	heard	
and	will	respond.	When	the	voices	of	the	world	around	him	are	searching	for	
something	good	(v.	6),	David	answers	that	the	Lord	has	given	him	abundant	
joy.	His	rest	starts	as	soon	as	he	cries	out	because	God	is	perfectly	faithful.		
	
One	important	aspect	about	the	Psalms	is	that	they	are	organized	so	that	
sometimes	several	chapters	in	a	row	address	the	same	emotion	or	situation.	
The	Bible	never	makes	the	claim	that	God’s	perfect	faithfulness	and	protection	
always	equals	the	immediate	response	we	desire.	Sometimes	we	have	to	
wrestle	through	a	situation	before	we	understand	God’s	provision	in	it.	
Sometimes	we	need	to	wait	on	his	perfect	timing	to	see	a	conflict	resolved.	
Sometimes	God	is	calling	us	to	shift	our	expectations	entirely,	and	we	should	
not	expect	the	response	we	desire	at	all.	The	structure	of	the	Psalms	trains	us	
to	expect	God’s	timing	will	often	be	different	than	ours,	but	that	God	loves	for	
us	to	continue	calling	on	him	throughout	each	circumstance.	We	can	be	certain	
he	will	respond.	Our	only	hope	for	strength	and	relief	is	to	count	on	him	
morning	by	morning.	
	



January	21:	Psalm	5	
“Make	them	bear	their	guilt,	O	God;	let	them	fall	by	their	own	counsels.”		
Psalm	5:10	
	
Have	you	ever	had	a	nemesis,	an	archrival?	Has	there	ever	been	a	person	in	
your	life	whose	voice	was	like	nails	on	a	chalkboard,	and	all	their	ideas	were	
the	opposite	of	what	you	would	think?	They	have	poor	judgment	and	low	
character.	I	think	everyone	knows	someone	they	just	can’t	stand,	and	
sometimes,	even	though	we	know	we	shouldn’t	think	this	way,	we	want	to	see	
them	fail	miserably!	We	want	to	see	them	put	in	their	rightful	place!	We	want	
all	the	world	to	see	the	evidence	that	they	are	wrong	and	we	are	right!	
	
This	attitude	in	our	hearts	is	almost	always	a	sinful	application	of	a	righteous	
stance.	The	Psalms	are	full	of	condemnation	for	oppressors	of	God’s	people.	
The	righteousness	to	be	found	in	this	thought	process	is	found	in	mirroring	
God’s	aversion	to	sin.	When	we	see	sin	in	ourselves	and	others,	and	its	effects	
on	the	world	around	us,	we	certainly	ought	to	hate	it.	God	wants	us	to	be	just	
as	passionate	as	he	is	about	the	defeat	of	evil,	so	I	think	he	loves	to	hear	us	cry	
out	in	anger	against	it.	We	do	need	to	be	cautious	in	our	anger,	though.	It	is	
easy	for	us	to	become	self-righteous	or	to	misdirect	our	anger	so	that	it	hinders	
the	cause	of	righteousness.	What	Psalms	like	this	one	do	that	is	so	valuable	is	
show	us	what	our	first	response	in	anger	should	be;	we	should	cry	out	to	the	
one	who	is	always	righteous.	He	is	the	only	one	we	can	trust	to	lead	us	to	a	just	
response.	He	is	the	only	one	who	can	rightly	divide	in	every	circumstance.	
Because	of	his	abundant	love	we	can	come	to	him	first	with	our	grievances.	We	
know	he	sees	all	things	and	will	make	our	paths	straight.			
	
January	22:	Proverbs	4	
“Let	your	eyes	look	directly	forward.”	Proverbs	4:25	
	
What	does	it	mean	for	me	to	live	the	Christian	life?	There	are	certainly	ways	
that	our	lives	will	all	be	similar	from	Christian	to	Christian,	but	each	of	us	lives	
out	the	similar	principles	in	different	contexts.	The	calling	of	a	teacher	will	look	
different	from	the	calling	of	a	factory	worker,	but	being	a	Christian	must	mean	
something	specific.	So	what	does	that	mean	exactly	for	me	today?	The	New	
Testament	answers	the	question	by	saying	that	we	should	seek	to	become	
more	like	Jesus	Christ.	This	Proverb	answers	in	a	less	direct	but	parallel	way.	
“Get	wisdom;	get	insight.”	The	book	of	Proverbs	starts	by	showing	us	the	path	



to	wisdom.	“The	fear	of	the	Lord	is	the	beginning	of	knowledge;	fools	despise	
wisdom	and	instruction,”	(Prov.	1:7).	Taking	all	this	into	account,	the	aim	of	all	
Christian	life	is	to	grow	in	wisdom	so	we	are	more	like	Jesus	by	living	a	life	in	
submission	to	God.	The	speaker	finds	many	ways	to	say	it	throughout	this	
chapter	(see	verses	1,	4,	5,	6,	7,	8,	10,	13,	14,	15,	18,	19,	20,	21,	23,	and	24).	If	
you	don’t	get	it	yet,	he’s	saying	that	the	righteous	seek	wisdom	and	the	
unrighteous	are	content	with	foolishness.	
	
Knowing	what	the	aim	is,	the	speaker	spends	the	last	three	verses	encouraging	
his	son	to	stay	focused	on	the	goal.	Not	a	single	step	should	take	him	even	the	
slightest	bit	off	target.	‘Don’t	even	shift	your	gaze	for	a	second,’	he	would	say.	
So	living	the	Christian	life	is	this	single-minded,	diligent	pursuit	of	submission	
to	God.	Every	circumstance	ought	to	be	applied	to	this	goal.	How	can	your	
work	day	lead	you	to	greater	submission	to	God	today?	How	can	your	time	
with	your	family	tonight	lead	you	to	greater	submission	to	God?	What	can	
choosing	your	outfit	in	the	morning	teach	you	about	your	submission	to	God	
today?	Is	your	focus	that	sharp?	Is	your	passion	that	extreme?	This	is	the	life	
we	are	called	to.	It	will	be	expressed	differently	for	each	of	us,	but	Jesus	calls	
every	man,	woman,	and	child	to	this	singular	focus.	Surrender	to	that	calling	
today.	
	
January	23:	Daniel	1	
“Then	let	our	appearance	and	the	appearance	of	the	youths	who	eat	the	king’s	
food	be	observed	by	you,	and	deal	with	your	servants	according	to	what	you	see.”	
Daniel	1:13	
	
Tithing	is	a	major	challenge	of	faith	for	many	people.	It	is	difficult	to	watch	bills	
arrive	in	the	mailbox	and	watch	the	checks	go	out	and	then	decide	to	give	10	
percent	of	our	money	to	the	Lord.	But	it	is	not	the	only	area	of	trust	that	
challenges	us.	The	practice	of	confessing	our	sins	to	one	another	is	enormously	
difficult	to	accept.	The	same	is	true	when	it	is	time	to	forgive	someone	who	has	
hurt	us.	For	each	of	us	there	are	a	number	of	circumstances	where	the	
evidence	before	us	suggests	we	ought	to	act	one	way	when	God	calls	us	to	act	
another.	Daniel	and	his	friends	were	in	the	same	position.	Their	country	had	
already	been	conquered,	and	their	lives	hung	in	the	balance	at	the	hands	of	a	
godless	king.	The	reasonable	thing	to	do	would	be	to	follow	his	commands	
because	obedience	might	actually	lead	to	a	moderately	comfortable	living	style.	
Choosing	to	live	outside	the	king’s	commands	meant	imprisonment	at	best,	



death	at	worst.	But	God	had	called	on	his	people	to	not	eat	and	drink	certain	
things.	By	living	this	priestly	lifestyle,	they	would	demonstrate	the	glory	of	God	
to	the	nations.	Daniel	and	his	friends	chose	to	obey	the	Lord	instead	of	the	
king,	clinging	to	God’s	promises	of	protection	and	blessing.	Their	faithfulness	
was	blessed,	and	the	Babylonians	saw	the	goodness	of	God	and	followed	
Daniel’s	lead	into	righteous	living.	
	
Are	we	willing	to	take	the	same	risk	with	our	lives?	The	world	says	that	we	
need	to	live	according	to	its	values	to	get	by.	Those	who	step	out	of	the	ranks	
are	marginalized.	But	the	Lord	has	said,	“Taste	and	see	that	the	Lord	is	good!”	
(Psalm	34:8).	Later	he	says,	“Put	me	to	the	test…if	I	will	not	open	the	windows	
of	heaven	for	you,”	(Mal.	3:10).	How	is	God	calling	you	to	be	different	from	the	
world	today?	Are	you	willing	to	obey	to	demonstrate	the	goodness	of	God?	If	
you	will	obey,	prepare	to	see	God	draw	others	to	himself	through	your	life.	
	
January	24:	Daniel	2	
“But	there	is	a	God	in	heaven	who	reveals	mysteries,	and	he	has	made	known	to	
King	Nebuchadnezzar	what	will	be	in	the	latter	days.”	Daniel	2:28	
	
One	night	King	Nebuchadnezzar	has	a	nightmare,	and	needs	his	wise	men	to	
explain	it	to	him.	But	when	they	can’t	do	it	to	his	satisfaction,	he	orders	them	
all	to	be	killed.	When	Daniel	hears	about	it,	he	goes	before	the	king	and	
explains	that	he	can	explain	the	dream.	The	King	repeats	his	demand	that	he	be	
able	to	tell	him	what	happened	in	the	dream	first.	Daniel	replies…that	he	can’t	
do	that.		
	
What	an	unbelievable	response!	Instead	of	taking	credit	for	what	he	was	going	
to	say,	or	even	deflecting	the	question	to	jump	right	into	the	dream,	Daniel	
stops	to	give	credit	where	it	is	due.	“There	is	a	God	in	heaven	who	reveals	
mysteries,”	(v.	28).	This	is	important	to	Daniel	for	two	reasons.	First,	he	truly	
wants	to	honor	the	God	who	revealed	the	mystery	to	him.	Second,	the	meaning	
of	the	dream	requires	giving	credit	to	God.	Daniel	explains	that	God	has	given	
great	authority	to	Nebuchadnezzar	(vv.	37-38),	and	this	dream	is	showing	that	
God	has	chosen	to	pass	that	authority	on	to	some	other	kingdoms.	God	has	
chosen	that	all	of	these	ultimately	should	fall	and	be	replaced	by	one	who	
would	reign	forever.	Nebuchadnezzar	and	these	other	kings	will	find	
themselves	out	of	right	relation	to	the	true	King,	and	so	they	will	meet	
destruction.	Daniel	wants	to	be	found	in	right	relation	to	the	King,	so	he	speaks	



as	he	does.	As	God	works	in	you	and	through	you,	keep	in	mind	your	right	
relation	to	the	King.	What	we	have	to	offer	is	as	filthy	rags	(Rom.	3:10).	“To	the	
only	God,	our	Savior,	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord,	be	glory,	majesty,	
dominion,	and	authority,	before	all	time	and	now	and	forever.	Amen.”	(Jude	
25).	
	
January	25:	Daniel	3	
“King	Nebuchadnezzar	made	an	image	of	gold…”	Daniel	3:1	
	
Here	is	another	famous	story.	The	focus	of	study	here	is	almost	always	how	
God	saves	Shadrach,	Meshach,	and	Abednego.	That	is	a	powerful	and	important	
message,	but	it	will	not	be	our	focus	today.	At	the	end	of	chapter	2,	
Nebuchadnezzar	confesses,	“Truly,	your	God	is	God	of	gods	and	Lord	of	kings,”	
(Dan.	2:47).	It’s	improbable	that	chapter	3	takes	place	immediately	after	this	
confession,	so	it’s	not	necessary	to	assume	he	was	lying	in	chapter	2.	But	
what’s	made	apparent	in	chapter	3	is	that	Nebuchadnezzar’s	heart	was	fickle.	
After	some	time	of	some	level	of	devotion	to	the	Lord,	he	turns	back	to	idolatry.		
	
Our	idolatry	is	almost	never	so	blatant,	but	we	do	the	same	kind	of	thing.	We	
are	fickle	creatures.	There	are	times	in	our	lives	when	we	are	‘on	fire	for	God’	
that	are	often	followed	by	times	of	spiritual	deadness.	Our	schedule	can	be	the	
obstacle.	It’s	hard	to	maintain	momentum	in	daily	devotion	because	we	get	
busy	and	break	habits.	Our	ambition	or	pride	can	be	the	obstacle.	Status,	
respect,	and	success	are	grand	temptresses.	Ultimately	what	happens	is	that	
our	eyes	of	our	hearts	are	drawn	away	from	the	one	true	God,	and	they	become	
focused	on	our	self.	Then	the	consequences	of	our	sin	cause	pain	and	death	for	
everyone	involved.	Today,	examine	the	throne	room	of	your	heart.	Has	
something	displaced	the	God	that	once	held	your	attention?	Has	your	love	for	
the	Lord	been	diverted	to	something	of	eternal	insignificance?		
	
“Turn	your	eyes	upon	Jesus.	Look	full	in	his	wonderful	face,	and	the	things	of	
earth	will	grow	strangely	dim	in	the	light	of	his	glory	and	grace.”	
	
January	26:	Daniel	4	
“Is	not	this	great	Babylon,	which	I	have	built	by	my	mighty	power	as	a	royal	
residence	and	for	the	glory	of	my	majesty?”	Daniel	4:30	
	



In	the	discussion	of	Proverbs	2,	we	saw	how	Babylon	ends	up	being	typical	of	
those	who	pursue	self-pleasure	rather	than	submission	to	God.	Here	King	
Nebuchadnezzar	is	warned	that	his	commitment	to	this	lifestyle	will	result	in	
him	losing	his	sanity	and	his	kingdom.	He	takes	a	year	to	think	it	over,	but	
comes	to	the	sad	conclusion	that	Daniel	is	wrong,	and	that	God’s	demands	on	
his	life	are	without	authority.	He	looks	out	across	his	kingdom	from	atop	his	
palace,	and	sees	only	greatness	created	by	his	own	hand.	He	is	his	own	god,	
and	he	will	not	submit	to	any	other	Lord.	
	
We	have	seen	God	moving	in	great	ways	at	Auburn	Baptist.	We	anticipate	that	
he	will	continue	to	do	so	as	we	cling	tightly	to	his	word.	As	our	church	grows	
and	our	responsibilities	increase,	it	would	be	easy	for	our	church	to	lose	our	
sense	of	dependence	on	God.	When	things	are	going	well	we	tend	to	take	on	
Nebuchadnezzar’s	mindset;	‘Isn’t	this	kingdom	that	I	have	built	up	for	myself	
grand?’	If	we	follow	in	his	mindset	we	will	also	follow	in	his	results.	Any	
growth	or	fruit	our	church	experiences	this	year	is	solely	the	gift	of	the	
reigning	Lord.	We	must	remain	dependent	upon	him	or	we	might	find	we	lose	
the	great	gifts	he	gives.	“From	him	to	whom	they	entrusted	much,	they	will	
demand	more,”	(Luke	12:48).	As	our	church’s	influence	grows,	much	more	will	
be	demanded	of	us.	No	person	or	group	of	people	can	advance	the	Kingdom	of	
God	by	their	own	power,	so	at	each	turn	we	must	trust	God	to	be	the	one	who	
will	bless	more	and	more.	Pray	for	our	church	leaders	and	members	that	we	
would	all	hold	tight	to	the	Lord,	always	relying	on	his	provision.	
	
January	27:	Daniel	5	
“But	the	God	whose	hand	is	your	breath,	and	whose	are	all	your	ways,	you	have	
not	honored.”	Daniel	5:23	
	
In	Matthew	22	Jesus	is	challenged	by	the	Pharisees.	He	is	asked	if	Jews	ought	to	
pay	taxes	to	Caesar?	He	asks	to	see	one	of	their	coins.	“And	Jesus	said	to	them,	
‘Whose	likeness	and	inscription	is	this?’	They	said,	‘Caesars’.’	Then	he	said	to	
them,	‘Therefore	render	to	Caesar	the	things	that	are	Caesar’s,	and	to	God	the	
things	that	are	God’s.’”	(Matt.	22:20-21).	When	we	read	this	we	typically	talk	
about	the	way	a	Christian	ought	to	relate	to	the	civil	government,	but	one	
important	concept	we	tend	to	gloss	over	is	very	important	to	this	story	in	
Daniel.	
	



The	reason	Jesus	gives	that	the	tax	belongs	to	Caesar	is	that	his	name	and	
image	are	on	the	coins.	They	belong	to	him	already,	so	what	choice	do	the	
people	have	but	to	give	him	what	is	his?	But	Jesus	doesn’t	stop	with	talking	
about	Caesar.	He	also	commands	to	give	to	God	the	things	that	are	God’s.	What	
in	this	world	has	his	name	and	image	on	it	that	we	should	give	to	him?	It’s	
ourselves.	We	are	his	adopted	children,	and	we	have	taken	his	name.	Genesis	1	
tells	us	we	are	made	in	his	image.	We	are	set	aside	for	his	use;	we	are	holy	to	
the	Lord.	Belshazzar	refused	to	honor	God’s	holy	things,	and	he	found	nothing	
but	destruction.	We	have	seen	throughout	the	book	of	Daniel	that	God	is	the	
only	authority	and	the	only	power	in	our	lives.	We	are	holy	to	his	purposes,	set	
apart	for	his	use.	If	we	hold	back	ourselves	or	give	ourselves	to	other	pursuits	
beyond	his	purpose,	we	will	find	the	same	end	as	Belshazzar.	
	
January	28:	Daniel	6	
“Then	this	Daniel	became	distinguished	above	all	the	other	high	officials	and	
satraps,	because	an	excellent	spirit	was	in	him.	And	the	king	planned	to	set	him	
over	the	whole	kingdom.”	Daniel	6:3	
	
We	have	a	very	specific	idea	of	what	success	is.	We	want	money,	fame,	and	
respect.	Daniel	had	achieved	all	these	things.	He	had	even	achieved	spiritual	
success.	He	had	remained	devoted	to	God	in	a	foreign	land	under	heavy	
pressure	from	the	worldly	powers	around	him,	and	as	a	result	two	kings	had	
come	to	repentance	and	he	had	lots	of	political	clout.	It	seemed	at	every	level	
that	Daniel	had	achieved	the	best	of	what	God	could	expect	for	him.		
	
Our	definition	of	success	leads	us	to	believe	there	is	some	level	we’ll	achieve	
where	we’ve	reached	the	top,	when	we’re	finished.	In	our	careers	it	looks	like	
retirement.	In	our	spiritual	life,	the	picture	of	success	probably	looks	like	some	
of	our	grandmothers	who	are	the	holiest	people	we	know.	For	each	of	us	the	
picture	in	our	heads	looks	a	little	different,	but	on	some	level	we	are	all	aiming	
for	the	‘finish	line.’	We	read	“He	who	began	a	good	work	in	you	will	be	faithful	
to	complete	it,’’	(Philippians	1:6)	and	move	forward	accordingly.	Unfortunately	
that	verse	is	just	a	little	longer.	Paul	ends	the	sentence	with	the	phrase,	“at	the	
day	of	Jesus	Christ.”	Jesus	is	returning	from	Heaven	one	day,	and	at	that	day	
God	will	perfect	the	work	he	is	doing	in	each	of	us.	We	will	have	become	the	
people	he	created	us	to	be,	but	until	then	we’re	not	done.	God	planned	for	
Daniel	to	call	still	another	king	to	repentance.	He	had	another	set	of	adverse	
circumstances	to	endure.	So	do	you.	God’s	work	in	you	won’t	be	completed	



until	that	final	day	when	we	see	him	face	to	face.	Ask	that	God	will	give	you	
patience,	endurance,	and	joy	in	the	meantime.	We	can	continue	again	today	
filled	with	hope,	assured	that	he	will	be	faithful	to	return!	
	
January	29:	Proverbs	5	
“And	you	say,	‘How	I	hated	discipline,	and	my	heart	despised	reproof!	I	did	not	
listen	to	the	voice	of	my	teachers	or	incline	my	ear	to	my	instructors.’”		
Proverbs	5:12-13	
	
We	have	all	known	people	who	are	infuriatingly	stubborn.	Maybe	you	are	that	
person.	With	that	kind	of	person	it	seems	like	it	doesn’t	matter	how	clearly	
wrong	they	are,	they	will	not	admit	it!	Whether	we	are	arguing	over	which	
actor	played	in	that	movie	or	if	you	said	dinner	was	at	6	or	7,	all	of	us	originate	
with	a	tendency	to	not	want	to	give	in.	It’s	the	worst	in	children.	You	can	see	
the	defiance	in	a	toddler’s	eyes	when	they	want	to	touch	something	that	
they’re	not	supposed	to.	Mom	tells	them	no,	but	they	do	it	anyway.	It	falls	and	
breaks.	They	cry.	No	one	else	is	shocked.	
	
God	has	unpacked	for	us	in	the	Bible	the	pathway	to	blessing,	but	we	are	often	
too	stubborn	to	listen.	He	has	placed	wise	people	around	us	so	that	we	might	
be	warned	against	our	sinful	habits,	but	we	don’t	want	to	be	told	what	to	do.	
We	want	to	be	able	to	figure	it	out	on	our	own!	My	plan	is	just	fine!	Sometimes	
God	even	lets	us	stumble	so	that	we	might	learn	from	the	consequences,	but	
even	then	we	are	often	too	thickheaded	to	get	the	message.	In	this	chapter,	he	
is	pleading	with	us	to	lay	down	our	pride	and	submit	to	his	wisdom.	Again	he	
compares	it	to	a	man	and	a	forbidden	woman.	You	could	go	that	route,	but	
you’ll	only	find	pain.	Instead	a	righteous	man	is	intoxicated	with	the	beauty	of	
his	own	wife.	Within	these	boundaries	God	has	ordained	unspeakable	pleasure.	
Do	we	think	of	God’s	other	boundaries	the	same	way?	Are	you	willing	to	
change	your	direction	knowing	what	joy	can	be	found?	Or	are	you	stiff-necked,	
stubborn,	proud?	
	
January	30:	Galatians	1	
“For	I	would	have	you	know,	brothers,	that	the	gospel	that	was	preached	by	me	is	
not	man’s	gospel.”	Galatians	1:11	
	
Paul’s	letter	to	the	church	at	Galatia	has	a	specific	purpose.	The	people	there	
are	leaving	behind	the	teachings	that	Paul	gave	them	for	new	teachings	that	



draw	them	away	from	the	gospel	(v.	6).	Paul	spends	this	whole	opening	
chapter	giving	the	credentials	for	what	he	preached	so	that	it	might	be	clearly	
understood	that	his	teaching	is	superior.	The	most	critical	piece	of	evidence	for	
Paul	is	that	his	gospel	is	not	‘his	gospel’	at	all.	The	good	news	is	not	something	
he	crafted.	It’s	not	something	he	picked	up	from	some	other	preacher	and	
passed	on.	His	message	is	the	very	word	of	God	passed	on	to	man	by	the	Holy	
Spirit.		
	
If	his	gospel	were	the	product	of	one	of	the	apostles,	people	might	think	Paul	
could	edit	what	they	said	to	fit	his	own	designs.	If	it	were	solely	Paul’s	message,	
then	what	reason	at	all	would	they	have	to	trust	his	words?	He’s	just	another	
man!	But	no,	this	message	is	no	man’s	gospel.	It	is	the	revelation	of	Jesus	Christ	
himself!	The	Lord	has	spoken	these	things	to	us,	so	we	cling	to	them	alone.	We	
measure	all	other	gospels	against	this	one.	These	days	we	are	easily	swayed	by	
popular	thought.	We	love	to	retweet	pastors	and	authors.	Then,	because	we	
have	bound	up	our	spiritual	health	in	the	wisdom	of	man,	when	we	find	out	
each	and	every	one	of	them	are	flawed,	our	faith	is	shaken!	We	cannot	cling	to	
any	gospel	other	than	the	one	proclaimed	by	Jesus	Christ.	We	cannot	build	our	
house	on	any	other	foundation	than	Scripture.	That	is	why	it	is	important	for	
each	believer	to	study	God’s	word	for	themselves.	That	way	when	someone	
around	us	tries	to	draw	us	away,	we	can	test	them	against	the	holy,	righteous	
standard	of	God’s	very	word.	Praise	God	for	speaking	to	us	that	we	might	know	
him	fully!	
	
January	31:	Galatians	2	
“By	works	of	the	law	no	one	will	be	justified.”	Galatians	2:16	
	
The	false	gospel	that	had	infiltrated	the	church	at	Galatia	taught	that	for	non-
Jews	to	become	Christian	they	first	had	to	undergo	the	Jewish	ceremonial	rites	
like	circumcision.	These	rites	made	them	clean	enough	before	God	to	receive	
Jesus’	salvation.	Even	though	Paul	had	considered	himself	such	a	righteous	Jew	
(Phil.	3:4),	he	spends	this	entire	letter	fighting	against	that	mentality.	But	how	
can	we	apply	this	to	ourselves?	Almost	no	one	in	our	church	has	Jewish	
heritage,	and	no	one	has	suggested	we	have	to	observe	those	ceremonies	for	
salvation.	
	
There	is	a	clear	parallel	for	us	today	in	this	passage.	The	Jews	wanted	their	
outward	obedience	to	be	the	important	factor	for	salvation	but	were	willing	to	



neglect	the	inward	transformation	God	was	seeking.	We	do	the	same	thing.	You	
cannot	work	hard	enough	to	earn	your	salvation.	You	cannot	serve	joyfully	
enough	that	by	the	time	you	reach	Heaven	God	would	say	that	you	were	worth	
the	sacrifice	of	his	son.	Nor	can	we	expect	anyone	else	to.	Our	faith	is	not	
defined	by	our	works.	In	putting	our	faith	in	Jesus	we	put	ourselves	to	death,	
burying	our	works	6	feet	underground.	All	that	God	will	see	when	he	looks	at	
us	will	be	the	living	Christ.	When	we	look	at	another	person	do	we	look	for	
Christ	in	spite	of	their	flaws,	or	do	we	demand	righteous	works	as	proof	that	
they’re	earning	their	way	into	the	club	too?	We	cannot	do	Christianity	that	way	
or	we	are	denying	the	free	salvation	offered	by	Jesus.	We	must	be	willing	to	
love	ourselves	and	one	another	as	we	work	through	our	sins	and	toward	the	
utter	righteousness	God	will	restore	in	us	when	he	returns.	
	
February	1:	Galatians	3	
“But	the	Scripture	imprisoned	everything	under	sin,	so	that	the	promise	by	faith	
in	Jesus	Christ	might	be	given	to	those	who	believe.”	Galatians	3:22	
	
As	Paul’s	letter	to	the	church	in	Galatia	continues,	he	begins	to	explain	his	
argument	a	bit.	In	the	previous	chapter	he	said	that	no	one	would	be	justified	
by	obedience	to	the	law.	The	logical	question	that	follows	is,	‘Why	have	a	law	at	
all	if	not	to	show	who	does	right	or	wrong?’	Paul	says	that	the	law	was	put	in	
place	as	a	guardian	(v.	24).	Paul	says	in	verse	22	that	the	law	“imprisoned	
everything	under	sin.”	That	word	‘imprisoned’	means	‘to	confine	to	specific	
limits.’	The	law	puts	all	humanity	together	within	specific	limits.	It	defines	us	
as	cursed,	as	sinners.	When	we	try	to	live	up	to	the	law’s	standard,	we	see	in	
high	definition	that	we	cannot	be	counted	as	righteous.		
	
But	because	our	limits	have	been	so	clearly	identified,	we	can	know	our	need	
just	as	clearly.	We	must	understand	that	we	desperately	require	someone	else	
to	be	righteous	for	us.	And	that	is	the	gift	offered	to	us	by	Jesus.	If	we	will	trust	
what	he	says	about	himself	and	about	us,	if	we	live	according	to	the	law	of	
liberty	(James	2:12)	we	will	find	salvation.	The	law	given	to	Israel	was	a	gift.	It	
was	meant	to	show	us	that	we	are	not	in	right	relation	to	God	and	we	cannot	
get	into	it	on	our	own,	but	he	has	offered	to	put	us	in	right	relation	to	himself.	
There	is	no	blessing	outside	his	free	gift,	not	for	men	over	women,	not	for	slave	
over	free,	not	for	American	over	Iranian.	The	only	way	we	receive	salvation	is	
by	living	by	faith	in	Jesus	Christ.	
	



February	2:	Galatians	4	
“But	when	the	fullness	of	the	time	had	come,	God	sent	forth	His	Son,	born	of	a	
woman,	born	under	the	law,	to	redeem	those	who	were	under	the	law,	so	that	we	
might	receive	the	adoption	as	sons.”	Galatians	4:4-5		
	
Paul	was	dealing	in	this	chapter	with	a	reality	that	many	people	face	in	today’s	
world.	Many	people	today	still	believe	that	to	‘earn	favor’	in	God’s	sight	you	
must	do	something.	Go	to	church,	give	money,	serve	others,	be	a	nice	person,	
and	the	list	goes	on.	Please	hear	me	say	that	those	aren’t	bad	things,	and	we	
should	do	those.		But	not	because	it	earns	us	anything.	The	truth	is,	Paul	had	
taught	the	Galatians	that	you	can	‘do’	all	you	want	to	‘do’	and	you	will	fall	
under	the	curse	of	the	law	because	there	is	no	way	we	could	ever	live	up	to	
standard	of	the	law.	When	we	try	to	live	under	the	law	and	not	under	grace,	
who	we	measure	our	life	up	against	changes.	Under	the	law	we	will	measure	
ourselves	next	to	other	people	and	say	‘I’m	not	so	bad	compared	to	them.’	
Under	grace,	we	measure	ourselves	next	to	Jesus	Christ	and	realize	how	
depraved	we	are	and	how	desperately	we	need	grace.		
	
Living	out	of	grace	instead	of	under	the	law	is	a	liberating	reality.	It’s	very	
simply	like	standing	on	trial	before	a	judge.	The	only	way	you	can	walk	out	of	
that	courtroom	innocent	by	living	under	the	law	is	to	never	have	broken	any	of	
the	law’s	commands.	So,	in	that	case	we	are	deemed	‘GUILTY!’	But,	when	Jesus	
walks	in	the	room,	He	comes	to	the	judge	and	declares	that	He	will	take	the	
punishment	for	the	law	of	God	that	we	have	broken.	So	the	judge	deems	Jesus,	
who	is	innocent,	GUILTY!	And	he	declares	you	and	me,	who	are	guilty,	
INNOCENT!	We	live	out	of	that	freedom…what	an	amazing	truth.				
	
February	3:	Galatians	5	
“For	you	were	called	to	freedom,	brothers.	Only	do	not	use	your	freedom	as	an	
opportunity	for	the	flesh,	but	through	love	serve	one	another.”	Galatians	5:13	
	
If	you	were	to	read	this	chapter	through	quickly,	you	might	think	that	Paul	
contradicts	himself.	At	the	beginning	of	the	chapter	he	talks	about	how	we	are	
set	free	from	the	law.	He	goes	so	far	as	to	say	that	we	are	severed	from	Christ	if	
we	attempt	to	justify	ourselves	before	God	by	means	of	lawful	living	(v.	4).	But	
at	the	end	of	the	chapter	he	contrasts	the	works	of	the	flesh	and	the	fruits	of	
the	Spirit	and	says	that	we	should	pursue	the	righteous	works.	How	can	these	



both	be	true?	How	do	we	live	free	from	the	law	but	work	to	see	the	Fruit	of	the	
Spirit	develop	in	our	lives?	
	
The	key	is	found	in	verse	14.	Paul	says	that	our	freedom	is	not	an	opportunity	
to	follow	our	fleshly	desires	to	their	end.	That	end	is	destruction.	Instead	we	
are	free	to	pursue	righteousness	only	for	the	sake	of	love.	We	love	God,	so	we	
trust	that	his	commands	are	for	our	good.	We	love	those	God	loves,	so	we	seek	
to	serve	and	bless	them.	But	we	don’t	do	those	things	because	we	need	to	
prove	to	God	we	belong.	We	don’t	do	those	things	because	we	have	to	do	them	
to	pass	the	test.	We	do	them	because	we	are	freed	to	skip	the	test.	We	have	this	
blessing	and	all	there	is	left	to	do	is	to	pass	it	along	to	anyone	and	everyone.		
	
The	great	challenge	here	is	not	to	err	too	far	to	one	side	or	the	other.	We	can	
abuse	our	freedom	and	chase	after	our	sin,	or	we	can	idolize	the	Fruits.	Both	
lead	to	death.	Ask	God	to	protect	you	from	whichever	end	is	most	tempting	to	
you.	Pray	that	the	Holy	Spirit	will	guide	you	to	the	narrow	path	of	true	
righteousness.	
	
February	4:	Galatians	6	
"For	each	will	have	to	bear	his	own	load…And	let	us	not	grow	weary	of	doing	
good,	for	in	due	season	we	will	reap,	if	we	do	not	give	up.	So	then,	as	we	have	
opportunity,	let	us	do	good	to	everyone,	and	especially	to	those	who	are	of	the	
household	of	faith.”	Galatians	6:5,	9-10	
	
As	Paul	ends	his	letter	to	the	Galatians,	he	basically	just	says,	‘Look,	I've	been	
trying	to	tell	you	that	both	legalism	and	sin	just	end	in	frustration.	But	you	are	
free	from	all	of	that!’	God	frees	us	to	do	our	best	before	Him.	We	need	to	have	
the	attitude,	"I	can	help	others.	I	can	do	good.	I	am	responsible	for	myself	-	to	
surrender	myself	to	Him	and	then	to	help	others	find	that	freedom	as	well!"	
Proverbs	3:27	comes	to	mind	and	relates	well	to	verse	10a:	"So	then,	as	we	
have	opportunity,	let	us	do	good	to	everyone.”	
	
We	need	to	be	reminded	sometimes	that	we	are	in	this	together,	flaws	and	all.	
When	we	take	opportunities	to	help	others,	it	takes	the	focus	off	of	our	own	
problems	and	puts	things	in	perspective.	Also,	we	should	compare	ourselves	
only	to	Jesus	Christ.	Surrender	to	Him	and	give	this	life	your	BEST,	helping	
others	as	you	get	the	opportunity!	And	don't	give	up!	
	



February	5:	Proverbs	6	
“There	are	six	things	the	Lord	hates,	seven	that	are	an	abomination	to	him.”	
Proverbs	6:16	
	
When	we	are	judging	amongst	ourselves	in	court	we	must	differentiate	
between	crimes.	It	is	unjust	to	over-punish	certain	crimes	or	under-punish	
others.	But	we	must	also	understand	that	before	the	throne	of	God	there	is	no	
differentiation.	I	heard	a	news	story	recently	of	a	few	boys	who	were	charged	
with	assault	because	they	bound	and	beat	a	disabled	man	and	posted	a	video	of	
it	on	social	media.	Of	course	when	we	hear	such	stories	we	are	filled	with	
revulsion	and	sorrow.	How	can	people	fall	so	far?	Rightly,	we	are	filled	with	
hope	that	those	boys	will	face	judgment.	The	author	of	the	Proverbs,	though,	
takes	the	time	here	to	warn	us	of	even	more.	The	first	half	of	chapter	6	gives	3	
pictures	of	those	who	will	face	judgment.	The	first	is	a	naïve	person	who	has	
cosigned	a	loan	for	a	stranger,	the	second	is	a	lazy	fool,	and	the	third	is	an	
outright	wicked	man,	but	all	three	receive	stern	warnings	of	death.	
	
All	sin	leads	to	the	same	end,	separation	from	the	Holy	Lord.	If	we	are	foolish	
with	our	lives,	we	are	separated	from	God.	If	we	are	wicked,	we	are	separated	
from	God.	Jerry	Bridges	wrote	a	book	called	Respectable	Sins	that	details	ways	
that	sin	in	our	lives	has	become	commonplace.	We	no	longer	view	it	as	the	
poison	it	is	to	our	souls	because	it	is	ubiquitous.	We	cannot	afford	to	look	at	
our	lives	this	way.	We	must	see	even	in	our	smallest	transgressions	a	
desperate	need	for	the	forgiveness	of	God.	When	we	sing	“morning	by	morning	
new	mercies	I	see,”	we	need	to	have	a	sense	of	just	how	poorly	we’ve	treated	
the	gift	of	God’s	grace.	But	with	repentance,	we	can	indeed	begin	each	day	
assured	that	God	has	removed	every	stain	of	sin	as	far	as	East	is	from	West.	He	
does	not	hold	a	grudge.	All	the	forgiveness	we	have	needed,	his	hand	has	
provided.	“Great	is	thy	faithfulness,	Lord,	unto	me!”		
	
February	6:	Psalm	120	
“In	my	distress	I	called	to	the	Lord,	and	He	answered	me.	Deliver	me,	O	Lord,	from	
lying	lips,	from	a	deceitful	tongue.”	Psalm	120:1-2	
	
This	is	the	beginning	of	what	is	called	the	Psalm	of	Ascents,	which	continue	
through	chapter	134	of	the	book	of	Psalms.	These	were	songs	the	Levites	sang	
as	the	people	‘ascended’	to	Jerusalem.	The	Levites	were	‘worship	leaders’	and	
these	songs	were	a	part	of	festival	processions.	This	particular	Psalm	(120)	is	



building	up	to	another	Psalm	(121),	which	echoes	the	‘solution’	of	their	heart	
cry.	In	this	song,	there	is	deep	crying	out	to	God	to	deliver	them	from	the	evil	
world	that	attempts	to	come	against	those	who	are	walking	with	the	Lord.		
	
This	Psalm	is	a	reminder	to	me	that	crying	out	to	the	Lord	when	the	pressure	is	
on	is	very	common.	Most,	in	distress,	look	to	God	if	they	are	wise.	The	question	
of	authenticity	will	arise	when	we	ask	ourselves	if	we	are	looking	to	the	Lord	at	
ALL	times.	It’s	in	the	good	times	that	we	learn	to	place	our	dependence	on	
Christ.	So	when	the	hard,	difficult,	and	pressure	times	come	we	have	trained	
our	hearts	and	minds	to	be	consistent	with	His	word,	guided	by	the	Holy	Spirit	
and	trusting	in	His	Sovereign	plan.	So	what	we	do	in	the	good	or	idle	times,	we	
can	say,	is	a	preparation	for	the	battles	that	lie	ahead	for	us.	If	you	are	finding	
yourself	today	in	the	middle	of	a	battle,	you	can	find	solace	from	crying	out	to	
the	Lord	and	realizing	your	help	that	is	strong	and	secure,	and	that	the	Lord	is	
sanctifying	you.	
	
February	7:	Psalm	122	
“I	was	glad	when	they	said	to	me,	‘Let	us	go	to	the	house	of	the	Lord!’”		
Psalm	122:1	
	
Have	you	ever	been	to	Disney	World?	It’s	‘The	Happiest	Place	on	Earth.’	The	
rides	are	always	amazing.	You	get	to	meet	all	your	favorite	movie	characters.	
The	food	is	exotic.	Even	the	hotels	are	part	of	the	entertainment!	Disney	even	
does	a	good	job	of	prepping	your	family	for	the	trip	itself.	A	few	weeks	before	
your	scheduled	arrival,	you	receive	armbands	that	will	serve	as	your	ID,	room	
key,	and	payment	method.	Just	seeing	those	things	arrive	is	like	a	cue	to	your	
subconscious	that	it’s	time	to	get	excited!	Tell	any	child	they	get	to	go	to	
Disney,	and	their	anticipation	of	the	event	will	be	half	the	fun.		
	
As	the	people	of	Israel	would	journey	from	their	homes	to	Jerusalem,	there	was	
this	same	sense	of	excitement	and	expectation.	Their	joy	came	from	being	in	
the	very	presence	of	God	in	the	Temple.	It	came	from	the	unity	of	the	whole	
nation	gathering	in	one	place	for	worship	and	remembering.	The	words	of	
Psalm	122	ring	with	passion	for	the	whole	experience	of	going	to	Jerusalem.		
	
Can	we	relate	to	this	sense	of	anticipation	when	we	consider	going	to	church?	
Do	we	passionately	love	to	see	God’s	people	gathered?	Do	we	cherish	the	time	
of	confession,	learning,	and	support?	Certainly	God’s	presence	is	always	with	



every	believer	now,	but	when	we	come	to	the	church	do	we	take	advantage	of	
the	time	to	focus	intensely	on	how	his	Spirit	is	moving	in	us?	There	are	
definitely	days	when	that	is	not	the	case	for	me.	Sometimes	you	would	rather	
just	stay	at	home.	Some	people	find	church	boring.	These	drives	within	us	
demonstrate	that	we	aren’t	getting	out	of	church	everything	that	God	is	
offering.	This	week	ask	God	to	help	you	fully	unplug	from	the	rest	of	your	life	at	
church.	Dig	deep	into	his	presence.	Come	expecting	to	find	rest,	joy,	and	
community,	and	don’t	leave	until	you’ve	squeezed	every	last	drop	out	of	it	that	
you	can.	God	intends	for	this	place	to	be	an	immense	blessing.	Don’t	miss	out	
on	any	of	it.	
	
February	8:	Psalm	124	
"Our	help	is	in	the	name	of	the	Lord,	who	made	heaven	and	earth."	Psalm	124:8	
	
Ever	known	someone	who	really	needed	help	in	some	way,	but	they	did	not	
know	it?	Maybe	it	was	a	loved	one	who	had	a	nasty	drug	problem,	but	they	
wouldn't	seek	help.	Maybe	it	was	your	preschooler	who	wouldn't	let	you	help	
tie	their	shoes.	Maybe	it	was	another	so-called	"small	problem"	that	your	
friend	had.	‘If	they	could've	just	seen	that	coming,’	you	thought	to	yourself.	
	
Wait	a	minute	…	turn	inward	for	a	moment.	Ever	thought	about	the	fact	that	
YOU	may	have	been	the	one	someone	was	thinking	of?	The	first	key	to	getting	
help	on	anything	is	knowing	you	need	it.	I'd	be	willing	to	bet	(if	I	was	a	betting	
man)	that	we	all	have	needed	help	at	some	point	in	life,	but	didn't	know	it.	O,	
Lord,	help	me	have	a	measure	of	self-awareness	to	see	when	I	need	help."	
	
Know	you	need	help?	The	next	step	is	to	go	to	the	One	who	CAN	help	every	
time.	I	don't	mean	to	imply	that	He'll	always	take	the	problem	away.	As	the	
saying	goes,	"Sometimes	He	calms	the	storm,	but	sometimes	He	calms	the	
child."	So	true.	And	both	approaches	from	our	Heavenly	Father	produce	the	
help	that	we	need.	If	He	can	speak	the	universe	into	existence,	it	sure	seems	
likely	that	He	can	handle	your	problem.	Give	it	to	the	Maker	of	heaven	and	
earth	and	just	see	what	happens.	
	
February	9:	Psalm	127	
“…For	he	gives	to	his	beloved	sleep.”	Psalm	127:2	
	



It	might	seem	strange	for	such	a	short	psalm	to	contain	these	two	seemingly	
separate	thoughts,	but	the	first	informs	the	second.	The	first	2	verses	focus	on	
our	dependence	on	God.	If	we	are	not	dependent	on	him,	we	labor	in	vain.	The	
last	3	verses	proclaim	the	blessing	of	having	children.	Many	parents	feel	a	lot	of	
stress	about	their	children,	particularly	the	ways	their	children	fail.	Parents	see	
their	kids	develop	behavioral	issues	or	struggle	at	school	and	are	discouraged	
because	we	feel	like	we’re	somehow	failing	the	child.	Often	the	most	
disappointing	thing	parents	see	in	their	children	are	habits	that	we	struggle	
with	ourselves.	We	see	ourselves	passing	on	the	worst	of	what	we	have	to	offer	
to	the	next	generation.	But	at	this	point	we	need	to	be	reminded	of	the	first	two	
verses.	Do	we	really	trust	God	enough	to	put	our	children	in	his	hands?	We	
often	feel	the	need	to	hold	tighter	in	these	moments,	but	what	if	God	is	calling	
us	to	let	go?	
	
Solomon	uses	the	example	of	raising	a	child	here	because	he	knows	the	value	
parents	place	on	their	children,	but	each	of	us	values	many	things.	Whether	it’s	
a	family,	a	business,	or	a	hobby,	all	of	us	hold	tight	to	something	we	value.	We	
watch	it	closely	to	see	if	it	develops	the	way	we	want.	We	work	hard	to	shape	it	
to	produce	the	results	we	expect.	But	one	critical	factor	involved	is	that	we	are	
broken,	sinful	beings.	Our	capabilities	will	take	us	so	far,	but	we	will	ultimately	
fall	short	of	what	we	desire.	Instead,	what	if	we	began	the	process	completely	
depending	on	someone	who	has	never	failed?	What	if	we	allowed	God	to	shape	
and	direct	entirely	the	things	we	value	most	from	start	to	finish?	Do	you	trust	
him	with	the	things	you	treasure	most?	If	you	don’t	surrender	those	to	him,	
you	will	end	up	losing	them.	But	in	unconditional	surrender	we	find	complete	
fulfillment.		
		
February	10:	Psalm	130	
“If	you,	O	Lord,	should	mark	iniquities,	O	Lord,	who	could	stand?	But	with	you	
there	is	forgiveness,	that	you	may	be	feared.”	Psalm	130:3-4	
	
Imagine	that	this	upcoming	Sunday	Pope	Francis	were	going	to	come	speak	at	
our	church.	As	protestants,	we	don’t	believe	that	Pope	is	a	biblical	office	or	that	
the	men	who	have	held	it	are	as	directly	related	to	God	as	they	claim.	There	are	
many	ways	we	believe	him	to	be	flawed.	Regardless	of	these	facts,	how	do	you	
think	you	would	act	around	him?	I	think	it	would	be	right	for	all	of	us	to	
respect	and	honor	this	particular	man	because	he	does	a	great	deal	of	good	for	
people.	He	also	is	very	wise	and	learned.	But	perhaps	the	main	reason	Pope	



Francis	would	earn	our	respect	is	his	tendency	to	reflect	Jesus’	mercy	and	
grace	on	those	least	deserving	of	it.	Even	in	his	high	status,	he	does	not	shun	
but	embrace	the	lowliest	of	people.	He	is	often	found	right	where	I	believe	
Jesus	would	be	found.	
	
The	way	that	we	might	reverence	the	Pope	or	the	President	or	any	other	great	
man	is	just	a	shadow	of	the	fear	the	psalmist	writes	about	concerning	the	Lord	
in	verse	4.	But	this	fear	isn’t	a	response	to	God’s	wrath	but	his	mercy.	When	we	
consider	the	perfection	of	the	Lord,	we	can	only	rightly	see	ourselves	as	pond	
scum	by	comparison.	But	that	the	Lord	has	chosen	to	forgive	our	shortcomings	
and	pursue	intimate	relationship	with	each	of	us	ought	to	cause	us	to	stand	in	
awe	of	his	character.	What	patience	would	we	have	waiting	on	his	word	if	we	
truly	understood	the	gap	between	us	that	he	has	bridged?	How	desperate	
would	we	be	for	his	presence	if	we	really	grasped	the	breadth	of	his	
forgiveness?	Take	a	few	minutes	to	consider	the	muck	and	mire	God	has	
graciously	lifted	you	out	of,	and	praise	him	for	his	great	grace!	
	
February	11:	Psalm	133	
“For	there	the	Lord	has	commanded	the	blessing,	life	forevermore.”	Psalm	133:3	
	
Popular	culture	is	infecting	the	church	with	the	belief	that	my	salvation	is	
about	me	and	God	alone.	Sometimes	I	act	like	I	should	love	people	when	it’s	
necessary	or	convenient,	but	if	everyone	else	suddenly	died	off	and	it	was	me	
and	God	alone,	I’d	be	alright.	Introverts	often	wish	everyone	would	just	leave	
them	alone.	Extroverts	often	love	relating	with	others,	but	they	might	become	
uncomfortable	if	a	conversation	requires	deep,	intimate	exposure	of	our	
thoughts	and	feelings.	Each	of	us	has	a	comfort	zone	we	hate	to	leave.	
	
God	has	not	initiated	a	private,	secret	contract	between	himself	and	you.	God	
has	not	saved	you	so	that	he	could	put	you	in	a	special	display	case	like	a	doll	
on	a	shelf.	When	Jesus	was	asked	the	greatest	commandment	in	the	law	he	said	
it	was	to	love	God,	but	he	didn’t	stop	there.	He	also	said	that	we	must	love	one	
another.	Part	of	the	way	we	reflect	his	glory	to	the	nations	is	by	reflecting	the	
communion	the	Trinity	shares	among	themselves.	We	can	only	do	that	as	we	
have	communion	with	one	another.	Our	faith	requires	that	we	open	up	to	one	
another.	You	cannot	honor	the	lordship	of	God	without	regularly	connecting	
deeply	with	those	around	you.	But	this	should	not	be	a	burden.	We	will	find	
blessing	in	community,	the	psalmist	says.	David	thinks	of	the	most	beautiful	



things	he	can	imagine	in	the	spiritual	and	natural	realms,	and	he	says	that	is	
what	unity	in	Christ	is	like.	It	is	heaven,	life	forevermore.	Today	ask	God	to	
open	your	eyes	for	opportunities	to	share	in	that	blessing.	Pour	yourself	out	
into	your	neighbors	so	that	God	might	fill	you	again	with	himself.	
	
February	12:	Psalm	134	
“Lift	up	your	hands	to	the	holy	place	and	bless	the	Lord!”	Psalm	134:2	
	
Today	instead	of	a	reflection	on	the	meaning	of	this	passage,	I	want	you	to	
spend	5	minutes	obeying	the	passage.	Whether	you	sing	well	or	not,	pick	one	
song	that	you	know	to	sing	praise	to	the	Lord.	Sing	along	with	a	recording	or	
alone	in	the	shower.	However	and	wherever	you	do	it,	bless	the	Lord!	
	
February	13:	Proverbs	7	
“Bind	them	on	your	fingers;	write	them	on	the	tablet	of	your	heart.”	Proverbs	7:3	
	
This	past	Christmas	I	saw	the	movie	It’s	a	Wonderful	Life	again.	Uncle	Billy	is	an	
unbelievably	forgetful	man.	He	is	easily	distracted.	He	always	walks	around	
with	strings	tied	around	his	fingers	so	that	he	knows	he	needs	to	remember	
something.	The	bad	news	is	he	usually	isn’t	able	to	remember	what	he’s	
forgotten.	In	Proverbs	7	Solomon	calls	on	us	to	tie	his	wise	teachings	around	
our	fingers	so	that	we	will	never	forget	them.	This	is	really	important	for	us	
because	we	tend	to	lose	sight	of	God’s	word	when	we	get	tired	or	busy.		
	
What’s	worse,	though,	is	our	adversary.	Solomon	spends	a	lot	of	time	
describing	the	tactics	of	the	adulteress	in	this	chapter.	She	is	attractive,	and	
that	would	be	cause	enough	to	seek	her	out,	but	he	says	she	comes	seeking	
after	you	(v.	15).	She	chases	you	down	wherever	you	are	(vv.	11-12).	She	
vividly	describes	the	pleasures	she	wants	you	to	believe	she	offers	(vv.	16-20),	
but	those	things	are	a	lie.	What	is	to	be	found	is	only	death	and	destruction	(vv.	
22-23).	That	is	the	way	of	sin.	It	pursues	us	wherever	we	are	and	draws	us	in	
with	false	promises	of	happiness	or	peace,	but	all	it	can	offer	is	death.	That	is	
why	it	is	so	important	for	us	to	be	as	diligent	as	suggested	at	clinging	to	God.	
We	have	to	be	as	crafty	in	seeking	righteousness	as	Satan	is	in	causing	us	to	
stumble.	Pray	that	God	would	give	you	wisdom	in	your	pursuit	of	
righteousness,	and	that	he	would	protect	you	from	unforeseen	spiritual	
attacks.	
	



February	14:	Exodus	1	
“But	the	people	of	Israel	were	fruitful	and	increased	greatly;	they	multiplied	and	
grew	exceedingly	strong,	so	that	the	land	was	filled	with	them.”	Exodus	1:7	
	
In	Genesis	15	God	promised	Abraham	that	he	would	have	many	descendants,	
as	many	as	the	stars	in	the	heavens.	By	the	time	he	died	Abraham	had	8	sons.	
That	would	be	a	lot	by	today’s	standards,	but	that	was	probably	par	for	the	
course	back	then.	Even	by	the	time	his	grandson	Jacob	dies	and	the	book	of	
Genesis	ends,	Abraham’s	descendants	had	hardly	proliferated	like	God	
promised.	Mostly,	they’d	struggled	along	just	to	get	by.	But	now	in	Exodus	we	
finally	see	God’s	plan	take	a	step	forward.	In	Egypt	Abraham’s	descendants	
become	a	great	nation.	They	grow	so	numerous	that	Pharaoh	becomes	afraid	of	
their	influence.	
	
Abraham	could	have	responded	to	this	delay	in	a	number	of	ways.	He	could	
have	assumed	that	God	had	failed.	He	could	have	assumed	that	God	wanted	
him	to	try	harder	to	make	it	happen	himself	(he	did	try	that	route	for	a	while).	
In	hindsight,	though,	we	see	that	God	hadn’t	failed,	and	he	wasn’t	waiting	for	
Abraham	to	work	harder	or	do	something	amazing.	God	was	fulfilling	his	
promise	in	his	way	and	in	his	time.	
	
God	has	made	a	grand	promise	to	you	and	I.	He	has	told	us	that	if	we	live	our	
lives	by	faith	in	Jesus	and	his	promises,	we	will	be	welcomed	into	his	Kingdom	
with	open	arms.	Perhaps	you	don’t	see	God’s	promises	unfolding	in	your	life	
the	way	you	thought	they	would.	Instead	of	giving	up	your	trust	in	the	Lord	or	
assuming	that	you	need	to	work	harder	or	do	something	to	get	back	in	God’s	
good	graces,	pray	that	God	would	give	you	peace	to	wait	on	him.			
	
“Be	still	before	the	Lord	and	wait	patiently	for	him;	fret	not	yourself	over	the	one	
who	prospers	in	his	way,	over	the	man	who	carries	out	evil	devices!	Refrain	from	
anger,	and	forsake	wrath!	Fret	not	yourself;	it	tends	only	to	evil.	For	the	evildoers	

shall	be	cut	off,	but	those	who	wait	for	the	Lord	shall	inherit	the	land.”	
	Psalm	37:7-9	

	
February	15:	Exodus	2	
“During	those	many	days	the	king	of	Egypt	died,	and	the	people	of	Israel	groaned	
because	of	their	slavery	and	cried	out	for	help.	Their	cry	for	rescue	from	slavery	
came	up	to	God.	And	God	heard	their	groaning	and	God	remembered	his	



covenant	with	Abraham,	with	Isaac,	and	with	Jacob.	God	saw	the	people	of	Israel,	
and	God	knew.”	Exodus	2:23-25	
	
Often	when	a	child	is	trying	to	get	a	parent's	attention,	the	toddler	will	take	his	
hand	and	physically	turn	the	face	of	the	parent	who	may	not	be	fully	listening	
until	parent	and	child	are	looking	face	to	face.	The	child	wants	the	full	attention	
of	mom	or	dad	with	no	possibility	of	interference.	Thankfully,	we	never	have	to	
worry	about	our	Heavenly	Father	paying	full	attention.	
	
Sure,	sometimes	it	seems	He	is	unaware	but	nothing	could	be	farther	from	the	
truth.	In	Moses'	day,	the	people	cried	out	and	not	only	did	God	hear	but	the	
passage	says	He	was	concerned.	God	cares.	He	not	only	listens,	but	He	cares	
about	what's	bothering	us.	
	
Furthermore,	He	remembers	His	promises	and	keeps	them.	His	presence	never	
leaves	us.	His	salvation	is	secure.	His	heavenly	home	is	awaiting.	His	love	
endures.	Most	likely	it	is	God	who	wishes	to	turn	our	face	toward	His	when	we	
question	His	character.	After	getting	our	attention	and	getting	our	face	in	line	
with	His,	He	simply	says,	"Trust	Me."	
	
February	16:	Exodus	3	
“Then	he	said,	“Do	not	come	near;	take	your	sandals	off	your	feet,	for	the	place	on	
which	you	are	standing	is	holy	ground.”		And	he	said,	“I	am	the	God	of	your	father,	
the	God	of	Abraham,	the	God	of	Isaac,	and	the	God	of	Jacob.”	And	Moses	hid	his	
face,	for	he	was	afraid	to	look	at	God.”	Exodus	3:5-6	
	
Exodus	3	is	arguably	one	of	the	greatest	chapters	in	all	of	the	Bible,	at	least	in	
the	Old	Testament	for	sure.	And	let’s	be	honest,	how	many	times	have	we	
wished	for	a	burning	bush?		I	mean	if	you	read	this	chapter,	it’s	pretty	detailed	
how	God	is	going	to	deliver	the	children	of	Israel	out	of	the	hand	of	the	
Egyptian	rule.	Truthfully,	so	many	times	we	focus	on	the	burning	bush	and	we	
fail	to	see	some	amazing	truths	about	God	that	are	as	true	to	you	and	me	as	
they	were	to	Moses	in	this	day.		
	
First,	God	knows	our	name.	In	verse	4,	God	didn’t	just	say	‘hey	you’!	He	
specifically	called	Moses	by	name.	He	knows	your	name.	God	is	not	casting	His	
vision	hoping	some	will	volunteer.	He	wants	to	use	you	specifically.	Secondly,	
where	is	Holy	Ground?	Holy	ground	for	Moses	is	where	the	presence	of	God	



was…in	the	bush!	You	can	rest	assured	the	place	where	you	standing	right	this	
second	is	holy	ground.	It’s	holy	ground	because	God	is	speaking.	When	God	
speaks,	we	must	give	our	focus,	our	attention,	and	our	reverential	heart	
towards	the	work	He’s	calling	us	to	do.	Lastly,	He	reminds	Moses	that	He	is	a	
God	you	can	trust	by	his	threefold	reference	to	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	Jacob.	The	
God	of	Abraham	reminds	us	He	is	a	God	of	promise.	The	God	of	Isaac	reminds	
us	He	is	a	God	of	provision.	The	God	of	Jacob	reminds	us	He	is	a	God	of	divine	
patience.	Of	course,	you	could	spend	hours	on	each	of	those	attributes	of	God.	
This	theophany	(deity	revealing	Himself	to	humanity)	may	not	be	how	God	
chooses	to	speak	to	us	today,	although	He	can	if	He	chooses.	Today	he	speaks	
through	the	whole	counsel	of	His	Holy	Word,	through	His	Spirit	living	in	us,	
and	through	His	creation	(Romans	1).	The	question	is	not	‘how	is	God	
speaking’?	The	question	is	‘how	are	we	responding	to	Him?’			
	
February	17:	Exodus	4	
“Then	the	Lord	said	to	him,	“Who	has	made	man’s	mouth?	Who	makes	him	mute,	
or	deaf,	or	seeing,	or	blind?	Is	it	not	I,	The	Lord?”	Exodus	4:11	
	
You	may	or	may	not	be	aware	that	in	our	country	there	is	a	very	lively,	
competitive	potato	gun	circuit.	People	across	this	great	nation	work	hard	to	
build	machines	that	will	fire	a	potato	at	top	speeds,	over	great	distances.	They	
sink	a	lot	of	time	and	money	into	their	guns.	They	do	research	on	physics	and	
mechanics.	They	watch	videos	and	read	books	to	see	how	the	masters	have	
done	it	before	them.	Because	of	all	this	work,	one	of	these	competitors	can	just	
look	at	a	potato	gun	and	know	if	it’s	a	winner.	They	know	the	parts	and	how	
they	work	together,	so	they	can	judge	your	chances	of	victory	even	before	a	
shot	is	fired.		
	
God	is	the	same	way	with	humans,	except	even	more	expert	because	he	never	
makes	mistakes!	God	knows	you	inside	and	out.	Even	before	you	began	to	
develop	in	your	mother’s	womb,	the	Father	was	able	to	judge	exactly	what	you	
would	accomplish	for	his	kingdom.	Many	of	us	have	said	this	kind	of	thing	out	
loud,	but	do	we	really	believe	it?	When	we	hear	of	a	need	in	the	church	or	feel	
God	calling	us	to	serve	in	some	way,	many	of	us	still	withdraw.	We	think,	
‘Certainly	someone	more	qualified	will	be	able	to	do	that,’	or,	‘God	can’t	
possibly	mean	for	me	to	do	that.	That’s	way	over	my	head.’	God	responds	to	
this	kind	of	thinking	in	Exodus	4:11.	Moses	knows	he’s	not	a	great	public	
speaker,	but	God	put	the	tongue	and	teeth	in	his	mouth!	1	Peter	2:9	says	that	



every	believer	is	a	priest,	called	to	spread	the	Gospel	to	the	nations,	but	we	
excuse	ourselves	from	the	front	lines	because	we	are	afraid	or	inexperienced.	
God	has	gifted	you	in	many	ways,	but	most	importantly	he	has	put	his	own	
Holy	Spirit	inside	you.	He	has	not	called	you	to	a	task	and	left	you	alone.	Lean	
on	him	for	power.	Trust	him	to	produce	the	results.	He	knows	exactly	what	
you’re	capable	of,	and	that’s	why	he	wants	you.	He	will	use	you	to	demonstrate	
exactly	how	powerful	he	is.	
	
February	18:	Exodus	5	
“The	Lord	look	on	you	and	judge,	because	you	have	made	us	stink	in	the	sight		
of	Pharaoh	and	his	servants,	and	have	put	a	sword	in	their	hand	to	kill	us.”	
Exodus	5:21	
	
Pharaoh’s	response	to	Moses	and	Aaron	is	not	surprising	to	them	or	to	the	
modern	reader.	We	are	very	familiar	with	his	question	in	verse	2,	“Who	is	the	
Lord,	that	I	should	obey	his	voice?”	It	is	a	question	that	is	asked	all	around	and	
among	us	these	days.	But,	indeed,	his	response	does	come.	He	rejects	the	idea	
of	sending	away	the	Israelites	and	doubles	their	workload	just	for	asking.	
Instead	of	providing	the	necessary	materials	for	making	bricks,	the	slaves	must	
gather	their	materials	on	their	own	but	continue	to	produce	the	same	number	
of	bricks.	It’s	impossible,	and	they	are	beaten	when	they	inevitably	fail.	Can	you	
imagine	the	business	meeting	after	church	when	Moses	and	Aaron	are	
confronted	for	their	failing	strategy?	
	
Following	God’s	commands	is	guaranteed	to	put	us	at	odds	with	the	world	
(James	4:4).	When	we	are	feeling	strong	and	brave,	we	accept	this	burden	with	
assurance	that	the	Lord	will	deliver	us.	But	the	Israelites’	opponent	wasn’t	just	
trying	to	spoil	their	worship,	he	was	beating	them	just	for	having	attempted	it.	
There	are	places	in	the	world	where	this	is	still	commonplace,	but	we	are	kept	
safe	in	an	almost	impenetrable	fortress	of	freedom.	Have	you	considered	what	
it	might	be	like	to	face	this	kind	of	circumstance?	Do	you	think	that	your	faith	
would	hold	up	under	the	pressure?	How	would	you	speak	with	Aaron	and	
Moses	if	you	were	an	Israelite?	It	would	be	wise	for	us	to	thank	God	for	our	
safety,	but	we	must	also	prepare	ourselves	for	the	possibility	that	our	faith	will	
face	much	more	significant	challenges	in	the	days	to	come.	Pray	that	he	will	
strengthen	your	faith	so	that	you	will	not	stumble	when	Pharaoh’s	hand	lashes	
out.	CAUTION:	This	kind	of	praying	will	likely	produce	progressively	more	



aggressive	tests	of	your	faith,	but	that	is	what’s	required	for	growth.	Are	you	
ready	and	willing?	
	
February	19:	Exodus	6	
“I	will	take	you	to	be	my	people,	and	I	will	be	your	God,	and	you	shall	know	that	I	
am	Yahweh	your	God,	who	has	brought	you	out	from	under	the	burdens	of	the	
Egyptians.”	Exodus	6:7	
	
Throughout	the	Bible	we	see	a	high	importance	placed	on	the	meaning	of	a	
person’s	name.	The	name	you	had	was	supposed	to	reveal	your	character.	It	
told	something	about	who	you	are.	The	Hebrew	word	‘Yahweh’	doesn’t	have	a	
meaning	beyond	like	‘Abraham,’	‘Peter,’	and	‘Israel’	do,	but	the	Lord	wanted	
the	people	to	understand	his	character	when	he	revealed	his	name,	so	he	ties	it	
closely	with	his	plan	for	their	salvation.		
	
Yahweh	proclaims	that	he	is	one	who	saves.	The	people	of	Israel	had	been	
enslaved	under	the	thumb	of	Egypt	for	centuries,	but	Yahweh	is	the	one	who	
will	bring	them	out	of	that.	He	will	be	able	to	because	Yahweh	is	all-powerful	
(v.	6).	And	the	purpose	behind	all	this	work	is	to	fulfill	his	promise	to	Abraham	
because	Yahweh	is	faithful	in	all	things	(v.	8).		
	
The	name	of	the	Lord	hasn’t	changed	through	the	millennia,	and	neither	has	
his	character.	He	is	still	omnipotent,	faithful,	and	seeking	to	set	free	those	who	
are	in	slavery.	In	John	8:34	Jesus	makes	it	clear	that	we	are	slaves	to	sin.	We	
are	bound	to	the	consequences	of	our	sins	and	those	of	our	community.	But	
Yahweh	has	ordained	that	we	should	be	brought	out	of	this	slavery.	With	his	
Holy	Spirit	inside	us,	we	are	empowered	to	rise	above	the	consequences	of	our	
sin.	Death	has	no	victory	and	sting	for	us	now	(1	Corinthians	15:55).	Will	you	
continue	to	live	as	if	you	are	bound	to	sin?	Instead	reject	sin’s	influence	in	your	
heart	and	set	your	eyes	on	Yahweh.	Today	allow	him	to	transform	you	further	
to	be	the	person	he	created	you	to	be.	
	
February	20:	Proverbs	8	
“Before	the	mountains	had	been	shaped,	before	the	hills,	I	was	brought	forth.”	
Proverbs	8:25	
	
In	some	cultures	young	people	cling	tightly	to	the	traditions	and	wisdom	of	
their	ancestors.	To	do	otherwise	would	bring	shame	to	the	family.	In	America	



we	have	gone	the	opposite	direction	for	at	least	50	years.	Whatever	came	
before	should	be	questioned	or	rejected	outright.	Depending	on	our	
perspective	we	call	it	rebellion	or	innovation.	Elvis	Presley	created	a	whole	
new	musical	direction	for	popular	culture	called	Rock	and	Roll.	Steve	Jobs	
completely	altered	the	way	the	music	and	computer	industries	operate	with	
the	iPod.	Henry	Ford	caused	a	revolution	in	industrial	production	by	utilizing	
an	assembly	line	to	manufacture	cars.	Perhaps	innovation	could	be	called	one	
of	the	keys	to	the	American	spirit.	
	
But	this	chapter	of	Proverbs	ought	to	give	us	a	sense	of	what	we	have	lost	in	all	
this.	There	is	a	way	of	doing	things,	a	model	of	living	that	was	established	at	
the	foundation	of	time.	It	is	the	wisdom	of	God	demonstrated	in	the	order	and	
purpose	of	creation.	If	we	live	according	to	this	model	we	will	find	blessing,	but	
that	would	require	a	submission	we	are	not	used	to.	We	don’t	like	to	be	told	
that	we	should	follow	the	path	laid	out	by	someone	else.	We	are	trailblazers!	
We	are	viciously	independent	of	external	authority	figures.	But	the	wisdom	of	
God	is	laid	out	plainly	in	the	Scriptures	that	we	might	be	conformed	to	it.	
“Today	if	you	hear	his	voice,	do	not	harden	your	hearts,”	(Psalm	95:7-8).	We	
are	a	strong	counterculture	when	we	live	in	daily	submission	to	the	wisdom	of	
God.	We	demonstrate	not	blind	obedience,	but	robust	blessedness	of	living	
under	the	direction	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Serve	your	purpose,	reflecting	the	glory	
of	God	to	the	nations	by	being	different.	Allow	God	to	show	off	in	your	life	how	
he	will	pour	out	his	blessing	on	those	who	obey.		
	
February	21:	John	6	
“I	am	the	living	bread	that	comes	down	from	heaven.	If	anyone	eats	of	this	bread,	
he	will	live	forever.	And	the	bread	that	I	will	give	for	the	life	of	the	world	is	my	
flesh.”	John	6:51	
	
In	verse	60	of	this	chapter,	the	disciples	complain	that	what	Jesus	is	saying	is	
hard	to	understand,	and	they	are	very	right.	Jesus	claims	that	his	flesh	is	bread	
that	will	give	eternal	life	when	eaten.	The	Jews	like	the	sound	of	the	Messiah	
bringing	eternal	life	along	with	political	freedom,	but	they	aren’t	yet	willing	to	
believe	what	Jesus	has	said	about	himself.	They	want	to	see	a	sign	like	the	ones	
Moses	performed	in	the	wilderness.	Because	Jesus	talks	about	bread,	they	are	
thinking	about	when	manna	came	down	from	heaven	like	morning	dew	(v.	30).	
I	suppose	it	would	be	generous	of	us	to	forgive	them	forgetting	just	the	day	
before	when	Jesus	performed	this	sign	almost	exactly	with	5	loaves	and	2	fish.	



	
But	even	if	they	recognized	that	kind	of	miracle,	Jesus	is	trying	to	get	them	to	
think	differently.	He	is	not	at	all	suggesting	they	become	cannibals,	eating	
actual	flesh	and	blood.	In	verse	63	he	says,	“It	is	the	Spirit	who	gives	life;	the	
flesh	is	no	help	at	all.”	When	Jesus	says	that	we	must	eat	his	flesh	to	have	life,	
he	means	that	when	we	take	his	character	into	ourselves	and	make	it	our	own	
self,	we	will	have	life.	“As	the	living	Father	sent	me,	and	I	live	because	of	the	
Father,	so	whoever	feeds	on	me,	he	also	will	live	because	of	me,”	(v.	57).	When	
we	model	our	life	on	Jesus	we	have	the	same	life	he	does	and	in	the	same	way	
he	does,	living	on	the	strength	of	the	Father.		
	
Today	Jesus	is	calling	you	to	become	more	like	him.	There	are	areas	in	your	life	
that	you	have	not	surrendered	because	of	fear	or	pride	or	laziness,	but	those	
areas	can	only	be	a	source	of	hurt	in	your	life.	“Taste	and	see	that	the	Lord	is	
good,”	(Psalm	34:8).	The	Father	is	offering	eternal	life	by	his	Spirit	if	you	would	
only	take	and	eat.	
	
February	22:	John	8		
“Jesus	said	to	them,	“Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	before	Abraham	was,	I	Am.”		
John	8:58		
	
This	scripture	(v.	58)	marks	the	second	time	in	chapter	8	of	the	book	of	John	
that	the	Jews,	including	the	religious	zealots,	were	picking	up	stones	to	
condemn	someone.	We	see	it	first	in	the	beginning	of	the	chapter	and	here	at	
the	end	of	the	chapter.			
	
The	woman	caught	in	adultery	(vs.	1-12)	culminates	with	Jesus	claim	of	“I	am	
the	light	of	the	world”.	This	intriguing	passage	is	most	commonly	used	to	teach	
one	of	the	greatest	truths	about	judging	others	and	God’s	plan	of	redemption.	
While	the	people	wanted	to	put	the	woman	on	the	stoning	block	because	of	her	
sin,	Jesus	writes	something	in	the	dirt	that	the	people	could	see.	I	tend	to	
believe	perhaps	he	was	penning	the	sins	of	her	accusers	in	the	dirt	because	of	
the	intensity	of	His	language	as	He	proclaimed,	‘he	who	is	without	sin	cast	the	
first	stone’	(v.	7).	The	ultimate	purpose	of	Jesus	is	to	restore	the	brokenness	in	
our	lives.		This	is	evident	when	the	adulteress	faces	the	Light	of	the	world.			
	
In	verses	48-59,	Jesus	claims	that	a	person	who	follows	Him	shall	never	die.	
This	claim	flew	all	over	the	Jews	because	the	patriarch	of	the	Jewish	faith,	



Abraham,	was	dead	along	with	the	prophets.	Jesus	made	the	claim,	“Before	
Abraham	was,	I	AM”.	This	claim	by	Jesus	was	literally	saying,	‘I	am	the	One	
being	(with	the	Father)	before	Abraham	ever	was.’	It	was	a	claim	of	His	deity.		
Chapter	8	of	the	gospel	of	John	is	rich	in	Christological	teachings.	Jesus	is	
teaching	that	we	have	sinful	hearts	and	the	only	way	to	be	freed	from	the	
bondage	of	a	sinful	heart	is	to	place	your	faith	and	trust	in	Him.	They	were	
following	rules	and	were	legalistic,	even	attributing	their	affection	to	Abraham	
as	greater.	Jesus	reminds	them	the	faith	of	Abraham	was	not	the	faith	they	
were	displaying.	These	lessons	should	be	a	reminder	to	us	of	our	own	sinful	
heart	and	desires,	along	with	our	desperate	condition	of	needing	to	be	rescued	
by	our	Redeemer,	Jesus!					
	
February	23:	John	10	
“I	am	the	good	shepherd.	I	know	my	own	and	my	own	know	me.”	John	10:14	
	
Intimacy	can	be	terrifying.	Whether	it’s	in	marriage,	friendship,	or	
accountability	it	is	always	difficult	to	open	your	heart	to	someone	else.	I	am	
painfully	aware	that	there	are	things	in	me	that	are	ugly.	I	am	prideful,	
cowardly,	hateful,	and	normally	I	can	hide	those	things	pretty	well.	True	
intimacy	is	an	open	invitation	for	someone	else	to	come	into	the	place	where	I	
hide	those	things.	If	I	knew	those	things	about	someone	else	I	would	probably	
think	less	of	them.	I	might	push	them	away,	and	so	I	assume	that	is	what	
someone	else	will	do	when	they	find	those	things	out	about	me.	The	product	of	
all	this	is	that	we	are	rarely	truly	intimate.	Even	in	those	closest	relationships	
we	often	lie	and	hide.	
	
No	wonder,	then,	that	so	many	people	will	not	assent	to	that	kind	of	openness	
with	God!	There	is	no	lying	to	God	about	what	is	in	my	heart.	I	cannot	hide	my	
sin	nature,	and	I	cannot	hide	myself	from	him,	so	it’s	better	that	I	ignore	his	
presence.	There	is	a	futility	in	this	line	of	thinking	that	is	laughable,	but	this	is	
our	only	alternative	to	intimate	relationship	with	the	good	shepherd.	If	we	are	
to	truly	know	his	voice,	we	must	allow	him	to	know	us.	Just	as	a	shepherd	
routinely	inspects	his	sheep	for	injuries	and	parasites,	the	Lord	will	always	be	
searching	our	hearts	for	sin.	But	the	end	result	will	be	the	same.	Jesus’	intent	
and	promise	is	to	never	leave	us,	even	when	we	know	he	sees	the	worst	in	us.	
Instead	his	searching	brings	healing	transformation.	That	is	what	relationship	
with	the	good	shepherd	means	for	us,	submission	that	leads	to	life	in	the	
Father.		



February	24:	John	11	
“Jesus	said	to	her,	“I	am	the	resurrection	and	the	life.	Whoever	believes	in	me,	
though	he	die,	yet	shall	he	live,	and	everyone	who	lives	and	believes	in	me	shall	
never	die.”	John	11:25-26	
	
Jesus	is	the	great	"I	Am".	In	this	instance	in	Scripture,	we	cannot	overlook	the	
significance	of	how	Jesus	began	one	of	His	most	famous	statements.	Those	two	
words	are	steeped	and	rooted	in	the	Old	Testament	story	of	Moses	and	God's	
people	(Genesis	3)	and	tell	us	all	we	need	to	know	about	who	Jesus	really	is	in	
relation	to	God	Almighty.	
	
Further,	the	great	"I	Am"	standing	before	Martha	is	not	only	proclaiming	who	
He	is	but	is	also	making	a	statement	about	His	equivalence	with	the	Father,	His	
power	over	death	and	life,	and	the	great	gift	that	He	offers	every	person	who	
truly	believes	in	Him.	
	
He	raised	Lazarus	and	He	raises	us	in	much	the	same	way.	We	were	once	dead	
in	our	sin,	but	after	being	drawn	by	His	Spirit	and	accepting	His	gift	by	placing	
our	trust	in	Him,	we	have	been	given	new	life.	Unlike	Lazarus,	who	would	
eventually	die	a	physical	death,	the	life	we	are	given	is	secure	and	lasts	forever.	
	
On	a	side	note,	ever	wondered	what	Lazarus'	response	to	being	raised	from	the	
dead	was?	Was	he	happy	about	it?	Or	disappointed	that	he	had	to	come	back	
from	the	presence	of	the	Father	in	heaven	to	live	a	few	more	years	on	the	
earth?	Maybe	a	little	of	both?	He	sure	had	a	story	to	tell.	
	
February	25:	John	14	
“Jesus	said	to	him,	“I	am	the	way,	the	truth,	and	the	life.	No	one	comes	to	the	
Father	except	through	me.”	John	14:6	
	
There	might	not	be	a	time	in	his	life	when	Jesus	says	more	to	strengthen	his	
claim	as	Messiah	than	he	says	in	this	chapter.	Jesus	states	in	no	uncertain	
terms	that	to	know	him	is	to	know	God	the	Father	(v.	7).	He	claims	unity	of	will	
with	God	the	Father	(v.	10).	Whoever	loves	Jesus	will	be	loved	by	both	Jesus	
and	God	the	Father	(v.	21).	If	anyone	ever	tries	to	suggest	that	Jesus	didn’t	
really	claim	to	be	God,	you	can	turn	to	this	passage	and	say	with	confidence	
that	Jesus	for	sure	thinks	he	and	God	are	one.	That	is	why	he	has	authority	and	
power.	



	
What	is	most	amazing	to	me,	though,	is	that	he	offers	this	same	power	to	you	
and	I.	“Truly,	truly,	I	say	to	you,	whoever	believes	in	me	will	also	do	the	works	
that	I	do;	and	greater	works	than	these	will	he	do,	because	I	am	going	to	the	
Father,”	(v.	12).	Jesus	has	proclaimed	that	all	his	faithful	followers	are	
empowered	to	do	miraculous	works	by	the	Spirit	he	will	put	inside	them.	He	
does	not	call	his	faithful	to	quiet	lives	that	never	impact	others	in	amazing	
ways.	God’s	power	through	obedient	believers	can	move	mountains	(Mark	
11:23).		
	
If	you	don’t	feel	qualified	for	that	kind	of	expectation,	you’re	not	alone.	But	the	
reality	is	that	none	of	us	are	qualified	to	work	miracles,	and	the	reality	is	that	
none	of	us	can	do	them	on	our	own.	Jesus	calls	us	to	cling	tightly	to	his	Spirit.	
As	we	follow,	the	Holy	Spirit	will	lead	us	to	truth	and	power	that	comes	from	
the	Father.	He	is	the	teacher	we	need.	He	is	God	dwelling	in	us.	Trust	his	
direction,	and	see	him	work	wonders	through	your	obedience.	
	
February	26:	John	15	
“I	am	the	true	vine,	and	my	Father	is	the	vinedresser.	Every	branch	in	me	that	
does	not	bear	fruit	he	takes	away,	and	every	branch	that	does	not	bear	fruit	he	
prunes,	that	it	may	bear	more	fruit.”	John	15:1-2	
	
Yesterday	we	read	that	Jesus	hasn’t	called	us	to	sit	on	the	sidelines	while	a	
spiritual	war	is	being	waged	in	our	neighborhoods.	In	chapter	15	he	carries	the	
idea	further	using	the	metaphor	of	a	vineyard.	Jesus	sets	our	identity	and	
direction	like	a	vine	for	branches.	Whatever	fruit	he	calls	us	to	produce	is	what	
we	should	expect	to	see	in	our	lives,	but	we’re	offered	a	choice.	If	we	abide	in	
him,	we	will	bear	his	fruit,	but	we	don’t	have	to	do	that.	God	responds	to	
fruitlessness	the	same	way	a	vinedresser	does;	he	cuts	away.	
	
This	passage	talks	about	this	cutting	away	in	two	different	forms.	There	are	
branches	which	are	cut	away	completely	because	they’re	dead.	They	produce	
no	fruit	at	all.	They	are	thrown	into	the	fire	with	the	other	decaying	material		
(v.	6).	This	shows	us	the	destiny	for	those	who	reject	Jesus.	They	get	exactly	
what	they	have	desired	all	along,	life	separated	from	the	hand	of	God.	Are	you	
seeking	the	people	out	in	your	life	who	are	on	this	trajectory,	or	are	you	letting	
them	rush	headlong	into	eternal	agony	because	it	doesn’t	require	you	to	step	
out	of	your	comfort	zone?	The	second	form	of	cutting	away	is	the	pruning	of	



fruit	producing	branches	(v.	2).	These	branches	are	living	out	their	designated	
function,	but	they’re	pruned	to	increase	production.	This	is	a	picture	of	
believers.	We	are	growing	in	maturity	into	the	fullness	of	Christ,	but	we	are	
always	in	need	of	God’s	guidance	(Ephesians	4:11-16).	We	need	to	let	go	of	
certain	habits	or	thought	patterns,	so	the	Spirit	convicts	us	and	we	follow.		
	
There	is	no	route	through	life	that	does	not	involve	the	pruning	shears	of	the	
Lord.	For	the	lost	there	is	one	cut,	but	it	spells	eternal	death.	Believers	face	a	
lifelong	series	of	smaller	trimmings.	These	will	involve	some	pain,	but	they	
lead	to	increased	fruitfulness	and	eternal	life.	Pray	that	God	would	give	you	the	
patience,	strength,	and	wisdom	to	endure	the	prunings	so	that	you	might	abide	
with	him	through	eternity.		
	
February	27:	Proverbs	9	
“The	fear	of	the	Lord	is	the	beginning	of	wisdom,	and	the	knowledge	of	the	Holy	
One	is	insight.”	Proverbs	9:10	
	
Fear.	Good	word?	Or	bad	word?	Good	state	of	mind	or	bad?	That	would	depend	
on	the	object	of	fear	and	the	internal	motivation	for	it.	Some	have	said	that	to	
fear	the	Lord	does	not	mean	to	be	afraid.	I	beg	to	differ.	Be	afraid	of	the	God	
Almighty	who	has	the	power	to	save	or	destroy.	He	holds	the	universe	in	His	
hands.	A	healthy	fear	of	God	is	essential	and	completely	logical.	He's	a	God	of	
wrath	and	justice,	and	we're	on	the	wrong	side	of	the	law.	
	
So	…	fearing	God	is	a	necessary	and	right	first	impulse	when	it	comes	to	
knowing	God.	Because	of	fear	we	respect	Him	and	know	we	need	to	listen	to	
what	He	says.	Even	so,	our	relationship	with	Him	doesn't	continue	to	dwell	on	
and	be	consumed	with	fear.	We	also	will	come	to	know	the	other	attributes	of	
our	Father	-	His	love,	compassion,	grace	and	forgiveness.		
	
February	28:	Genesis	12		
“Now	the	LORD	said	to	Abram,	“Go	from	your	country	and	your	kindred	and	your	
father’s	house	to	the	land	that	I	will	show	you.	And	I	will	make	of	you	a	great	
nation,	and	I	will	bless	you	and	make	your	name	great,	so	that	you	will	be	a	
blessing.	I	will	bless	those	who	bless	you,	and	him	who	dishonors	you	I	will	curse,	
and	in	you	all	the	families	of	the	earth	shall	be	blessed.”	Genesis	12:1-3			
	



This	is	a	part	of	the	Abrahamic	Covenant	that	God	made	with	Abraham	and	His	
people.	It	is	an	unconditional	covenant	based	solely	upon	God’s	promise.	
Understanding	this	covenant	unlocks	a	proper	understanding	of	the	rest	of	the	
Bible.	You	can	understand	the	Old	Testament	leading	up	to	the	New	Testament.	
You	can	see	the	genealogies	and	people	moving	in	and	out	of	Palestine	and	it	
only	confirms	an	amazing	truth…God	is	faithful	to	keep	His	promises.		
		
God	was	promising	that	He	would	form	a	people	through	the	seed	of	Abraham	
that	would	be	a	part	of	His	kingdom	that	ultimately	leads	to	salvation.	And	at	
the	center	of	this	redemptive	hinge	point	in	history	is	Jesus	Christ.	That’s	the	
reason	Jesus	would	proclaim	as	his	first	recorded	words,	“Repent,	for	the	
Kingdom	of	God	is	a	hand.”	You	can	see,	in	Jesus	Christ,	we	have	the	
culmination	of	all	the	divine	covenants	(Noahic,	Davidic,	Mosaic,	Davidic	and	
all	the	promises	to	Israel).			
	
Just	as	God	is	faithful	to	keep	His	promises	through	His	covenant	with	
Abraham,	He	is	faithful	to	keep	His	promises	today	with	us.	His	promise	of	
salvation	through	Jesus	Christ	for	those	who	believe	and	place	their	trust	in	
Him.	His	promise	is	of	an	eternal	home	and	abundant	blessing	for	all	who	
believe.	His	presence	is	not	hidden	behind	a	veil	but	has	been	unleashed	
throughout	the	world	and	available	to	all	sinners	who	repent	and	turn	to	Him.	
Do	you	believe	His	promises	today?							
	
March	1:	Genesis	15	
“And	he	believed	the	Lord,	and	he	counted	it	to	him	as	righteousness.”		
Genesis	15:6	
	
In	this	chapter,	we	see	a	struggle	that	plagues	all	our	souls:	doubt.	Abram	
boldly	answered	God's	call	to	trust	Him	and	leave	all	that	he	knew	in	chapter	
12,	believing	that	God	would	make	him	the	father	of	a	great	nation	and	give	
him	the	land	of	Canaan.	God	confirmed	His	blessing	on	Abram's	life	in	chapters	
13	and	14,	but	somehow	doubt	crept	into	his	mind.	Abram	felt	the	pains	of	
growing	older,	and	yet	he	still	did	not	have	his	own	heir.	The	fulfillment	of	
God's	promise	seemed	impossible.	Yet	God	answered	Abram's	doubt.	First,	He	
reaffirmed	that	his	promise	will	be	kept.	Second,	God	gave	Abram	evidence	of	
His	trustworthiness	by	making	a	covenant.	When	ancient	cultures	would	make	
an	agreement	with	one	another	they	would	cut	sacrifices	in	half,	and	both	
parties	would	walk	between	the	sacrifices	to	symbolize	a	commitment	to	the	



agreed	upon	terms.	Essentially,	they	were	saying;	“If	I	break	the	covenant,	may	
I	become	split	in	two	like	these	sacrifices.”	The	interesting	thing	about	this	
passage	is	that	God's	Spirit	(v.	17)	passed	through	but	not	Abram.	God	was	
guaranteeing	his	promise	to	Abram.	
	
Sometimes,	we	find	ourselves	doubting	God's	promises.	Maybe	our	own	
sinfulness	makes	His	promises	seem	impossible,	or	maybe	the	evil	throughout	
our	world	leads	to	moments	of	doubt.	We	are	left	wondering	if	God’s	promises	
of	love,	victory,	and	resurrection	will	be	kept.	In	these	moments	God	reaffirms	
His	promises	through	His	Word	and	calls	us	to	trust	Him.	But	He	has	not	
simply	called	us	to	blindly	trust	Him;	rather	He	has	given	us	evidence	of	His	
trustworthiness.	Romans	5:8-11	tells	us	that	God	has	demonstrated	His	love	
for	us	through	the	death	of	His	Son,	and	if	He	was	willing	to	die	for	us	while	we	
were	sinners,	how	much	more	will	He	save	those	who	are	now	His	children.	
Believer,	put	doubt	to	death	by	remembering	God's	love	displayed	for	us	on	the	
cross.	He	is	trustworthy,	and	He	will	carry	to	completion	what	He	started	(Phil.	
1:6).			
	
March	2:	Genesis	17	
“And	God	said	to	Abraham,	“As	for	you,	you	shall	keep	my	covenant,	you	and	your	
offspring	after	you	throughout	their	generations.”	Genesis	17:9	
	
In	Chapter	15	we	saw	that	the	Lord	had	made	a	covenant	with	Abram.		
In	Chapter	17,	we	see	that	the	Lord	changes	Abram's	name	to	Abraham		
and	calls	him	to	make	a	covenant	with	God.	This	covenant	is	odd	and	a	bit	
uncomfortable!		The	Lord	asks	Abraham	to	circumcise	himself	and	all	his	male	
descendants.	Why	might	you	ask?	It's	not	entirely	clear	as	to	why	circumcision	
was	the	chosen	sign,	but	we	do	know	that	it	served	the	purpose	of	physically	
distinguishing	God's	people	among	the	people	of	the	earth.	Also	in	this	chapter,	
God	promised	that	Abraham	would	have	a	descendant,	but	when	it	didn't	
happen	initially,	Abraham	and	Sarah	tried	to	make	God's	promise	come	true	
through	their	own	efforts	by	having	Abraham	father	Ishmael	through	Hagar.	
God	told	Abraham	that	Ishmael	would	not	be	his	heir;	rather	that	Sarah	would	
give	Him	a	child.	God	wanted	it	to	be	clear	that	He	was	going	to	be	the	one	to	
provide	Abraham	with	an	heir	so	that	only	He	could	get	the	glory	for	fulfilling	
His	promise	to	Abraham.			
	



The	New	Testament	frequently	picks	up	on	these	two	themes.		Galatians	4	
reminds	us	that	we	are	children	of	God	not	born	of	the	flesh	(like	Ishmael),		
and	instead	we	are	children	of	the	promise	(like	Isaac).	Just	as	Isaac	was	born	
in	a	way	that	only	God	received	the	glory,	we	too	have	been	saved	by	grace	
through	faith	and	not	by	works,	so	that	only	God	can	receive	the	glory	(Eph.	
2:8-9).	Circumcision	literally	means	“to	cut	off.”	Colossians	2:11	tells	believers	
that	their	sinful	nature	has	been	circumcised	or	cut	off	by	Christ.	Just	as	the	
Israelites	were	physically	marked	by	circumcision,	our	hearts	have	been	
circumcised	and	we	are	to	be	marked	by	godly	behavior	and	practices.	
Christian,	you	have	been	saved	in	a	way	which	only	God	can	receive	the	glory,	
and	now	your	life	is	supposed	to	demonstrate	the	change	that	only	He	can	do?	
Live	differently	and	live	for	God's	glory!	
	
March	3:	Genesis	18	
“For	I	have	chosen	him,	that	he	may	command	his	children	and	his	household	
after	him	to	keep	the	way	of	the	Lord	by	doing	righteousness	and	justice,	so	that	
the	Lord	may	bring	to	Abraham	what	he	has	promised	him.”	Genesis	18:19	
	
Genesis	18	begins	on	a	positive	note	with	the	Lord	and	two	of	His	angels	
visiting	Abraham	and	Sarah.	Abraham	and	Sarah	are	finally	given	an	expected	
date	for	the	fulfillment	of	God's	promise	to	give	them	a	child.	Sarah	laughs	at	
hearing	that	she	will	bear	a	child,	and	we	can't	blame	her.	Her	husband	is	99,	
she	is	89,	and	it	has	been	24	years	since	the	promise	was	initially	made.	The	
idea	seems	ridiculous,	but	as	we'll	see	in	Chapter	21,	God	will	give	them	a	son,	
Isaac.	This	is	a	strong	reminder	that	God's	timing	is	not	our	own,	and	that	even	
in	the	bleakest	of	circumstances	we	can	trust	that	God	will	keep	His	Word.			
	
The	rest	of	Chapter	18	is	not	so	positive.	Attention	is	now	focused	on	the	cities	
of	Sodom	and	Gomorrah.	These	cities,	as	evidenced	by	Chapter	19,	are	
incredibly	wicked	and	deserving	of	judgment.	This	scene	presents	a	dynamic	
that	is	important	for	us	to	understand:	the	relationship	between	God's	
judgment	and	God's	patience.	God	is	good,	and	because	of	His	character	He	
must	punish	moral	evil.	But	this	scene	paints	a	picture	in	which	God	is	patient,	
and	willing	to	show	mercy	for	the	sake	of	the	righteous.	2	Peter	3:9	says	“The	
Lord	is	not	slow	to	fulfill	his	promise	as	some	count	slowness,	but	is	patient	
toward	you,	not	wishing	that	any	should	perish,	but	that	all	should	reach	
repentance.”	God	desires	people's	repentance,	not	their	destruction,	but	
because	He	is	good	there	will	be	a	time	when	evil	must	be	dealt	with.	Just	as	



Sodom	and	Gomorrah	faced	judgment	for	their	evil,	all	humanity	will	face	
eternal	judgment	in	Hell	if	they	do	not	repent	and	place	their	faith	in	Jesus.	And	
just	as	God	does	not	desire	their	destruction,	we	too	should	pray	for	the	
repentance	of	all	people.	Christian,	intercede	on	behalf	of	the	lost	but	don't	
stop	there!	If	we	truly	wish	for	people's	repentance	and	not	their	destruction	
then	we	must	commit	to	fulfilling	the	Great	Commission!	Go!	Make	disciples	of	
our	Lord	and	Savior,	Jesus	Christ!	
	
March	4:	Proverbs	10	
"Hatred	stirs	up	strife,	but	love	covers	over	all	offenses."	Proverbs	10:12	
	
If	my	count	serves	me	correctly,	eleven	out	of	the	thirty-one	verses	of	Proverbs	
10	mention	in	some	way	or	another	the	danger	or	potential	of	the	spoken	
word.	Words	can	come	cheap	when	situations	are	difficult	and	are	used	to	
convey	anger	-	many	times	the	speaker	wishes	to	reclaim	them	and	erase	the	
hurt	they	caused.	Words	can	be	hard	to	find,	and	therefore,	precious	as	gold,	
when	they	are	found	in	calming	the	broken	hearted	-	the	receiver	remembers	
them	forever	and	treasures	them	in	the	heart	once	restored.	What	will	you	do	
with	your	words?	
	
Let	verse	twelve	guide	what	you	say	today	-	"Hatred	stirs	up	strife,	but	love	
covers	over	all	offenses."	Speak	words	in	love.	Hold	your	tongue	when	you	are	
angry	…	think,	and	apply	love.	If	you	have	spoken	hurtful	words,	today	is	the	
day	to	reconcile,	to	say	you're	sorry,	and	begin	anew.	If	you	have	received	
hurtful	words,	today	is	the	day	to	offer	forgiveness,	to	say	it's	okay,	and	begin	
anew.	
	
March	5:	Jonah	1	
“And	he	said	to	them,	“I	am	a	Hebrew,	and	I	fear	the	LORD,	the	God	of	heaven,	
who	made	the	sea	and	the	dry	land.”	Jonah	1:9	
	
The	story	of	Jonah	is	one	that	we	can	easily	overlook	because	it	sometimes	
seems	fantastical	or	childish.	The	story	begins	with	the	Lord	telling	his	prophet	
to	go	to	Ninevah	and	call	them	to	repentance.	But	instead	of	setting	out	for	
Ninevah,	which	lies	to	the	northeast	of	Israel,	Jonah	tries	to	catch	a	ship	for	
Tarshish,	which	is	thousands	of	miles	to	the	west!		Ninevah	were	a	people	
known	for	cruelty	and	oppression.	They	were	natural	enemies	to	the	much	



smaller	kingdom	of	Israel.	The	reason	Jonah	jumped	on	a	ship	for	Tarshish	was	
because	Jonah	did	not	want	to	preach	to	his	country's	enemies!		
	
Jonah	thought	he	had	escaped	his	calling,	but	the	Lord	would	not	allow	him	to	
get	far.	A	storm	broke	out	that	threatened	the	lives	of	all	on	board.		Jonah	had	
to	confess	that	he	was	running	from	the	“God	of	heaven,	who	made	the	sea	and	
the	dry	land,”	and	that	it	was	on	account	of	him	that	the	crew	were	in	trouble.	
Despite	his	disobedience,	the	Lord	famously	saves	him	by	means	of	a	giant	
fish/whale.			
	
Have	you	ever	felt	like	the	Lord	was	calling	you	to	pursue	something,	but	you	
ran	from	it?	How	did	that	work	out	for	you?	As	well	as	it	did	for	Jonah,	I	would	
suppose.	Generally,	the	Holy	Spirit	will	create	a	storm	within	us	that	doesn't	
allow	us	to	remain	disobedient.	Often	we	are	hesitant	to	confess	our	
disobedience	because	we	are	embarrassed.	But	if	you	are	in	a	time	of	
disobedience	now	or	find	yourself	in	one	in	the	future,	take	note	of	Jonah's	
example	and	what	God	can	do	with	repentance!	After	Jonah	confesses	his	error	
and	is	tossed	overboard,	the	crew	of	Gentiles	feared	God,	and	worshipped	Him!	
The	Lord	used	Jonah's	repentance	to	bring	these	other	men	closer	to	Himself	
and	rescued	Jonah	in	the	process.	The	Lord	will	do	the	same	with	us.	Our	
failures	can	become	amazing	testimonies	to	God's	goodness	and	power	if	we	
allow	Him	to	have	them.		
	
March	6:	Jonah	2	
“But	I	with	the	voice	of	thanksgiving	will	sacrifice	to	you;	what	I	have	vowed		
I	will	pay.	Salvation	belongs	to	the	Lord!”	Jonah	2:9	
	
At	the	end	of	Chapter	1,	we	saw	that	God	had	sent	a	giant	fish	to	rescue	Jonah	
from	the	depths	of	the	sea.	In	Chapter	2	we	are	given	a	look	at	the	prayer	of	
thankfulness	that	Jonah	offers	to	the	Lord.	He	knew	that	his	disobedience	and	
flight	from	the	Lord	deserved	punishment.	After	spending	time	in	the	fish	
reflecting	on	the	death	he	deserved	and	the	mercy	that	the	Lord	showed	him	in	
such	an	unusual	way,	Jonah	felt	compelled	to	thank	the	Lord	for	His	divine	
rescue.	Jonah's	prayer	provides	us	with	a	helpful	paradigm	for	our	own	
prayers	of	thankfulness.	Verses	1-6	vividly	describe	Jonah's	watery	grave	and	
the	fact	God	is	the	one	who	(rightly)	placed	Jonah	in	such	circumstances.	Verse	
7	illustrates	the	moment	when	Jonah	cries	out	in	his	heart	and	prays	to	the	
Lord	for	rescue	and	in	which	God	answers.	In	the	next	verse,	Jonah	wisely	



acknowledges	that	those	who	pursue	idols	are	forsaking	their	opportunity	to	
know	the	faithful	love	that	only	our	God	can	give.	Finally,	Jonah's	prayer	
demonstrates	His	desire	to	worship	God	through	sacrifice	and	obedience	to	His	
commitments.			
	
	 Just	as	Jonah	was	divinely	rescued,	you	and	I	have	been	saved	in	a	
supernatural	way.	Even	though	we	deserve	God's	righteous	judgment,	He	has	
graciously	forgiven	those	who	have	repented	of	their	sins	and	placed	their	
faith	in	Jesus,	His	perfect	Son,	who	died	on	the	cross	and	rose	again.	Our	
thankfulness	to	God	should	be	rooted	in	the	incredible	mercy	and	grace	that	He	
has	shown	us.	Take	some	time	to	pray	to	the	Lord	much	like	Jonah	did.		
Consider	what	you	deserved	for	your	sins.	Reflect	on	the	idols	we	pursue	to	
bring	fulfillment,	but	always	end	up	failing	to	bring	the	love	and	satisfaction	
only	Jesus	can	bring.	Remember	the	incredible	love	Jesus	displayed	upon	the	
cross,	and	the	immeasurable	power	he	revealed	at	His	resurrection.	Finally,	let	
your	thankfulness	to	God	motivate	you	towards	worship.	Offer	yourself	up	to	
Jesus	as	a	“living	sacrifice”	(Rom.	12:1-2)	and	be	obedient	to	Jesus,	to	whom	
salvation	belongs!	
			
March	7:	Jonah	3	
“When	God	saw	what	they	did,	how	they	turned	from	their	evil	way,	God	relented	
of	the	disaster	that	he	had	said	he	would	do	to	them,	and	he	did	not	do	it.”		
Jonah	3:10	
	
In	the	previous	chapter,	Jonah	had	committed	to	pay	his	vows	to	the	Lord	(vs.	
10),	and	here	we	see	that	He	is	given	the	opportunity	to	be	obedient	to	God's	
calling.	He	obeys	the	Lord	and	preaches	the	simple	message	God	gave	him:	“Yet	
forty	days,	and	Nineveh	shall	be	overthrown!”	He	doesn't	mention	God's	grace,	
forgiveness,	or	love,	simply	judgment.	Yet	the	message	resonated	with	the	
people.	The	city	took	three	days	to	walk	across,	but	in	only	one	day	Jonah's	
message	had	spread	throughout	the	city	and	even	reached	the	ears	of	the	king.		
The	Assyrians	were	a	pagan	society	who	did	not	worship	Yahweh,	and	they	did	
not	know	if	God	would	spare	them	of	His	judgment,	but	they	still	prayed,	
fasted,	and	demonstrated	a	spirit	of	repentance.	
	
Amazingly,	we	see	God	responds	to	the	repentance	of	this	wicked,	pagan	
nation	with	mercy.	This	story	highlights	a	truth	that	we	know,	but	sometimes	
struggle	to	grasp:	God	desires	to	be	worshipped	by	ALL	types	of	people,	even	



those	we	deem	the	worst	of	the	worst.	If	God	wanted	to	destroy	the	people	of	
Nineveh,	He	would	not	have	warned	them	through	Jonah.	Instead,	He	led	them	
to	repentance	so	that	they	would	rightly	worship	Him.	In	the	same	way,	God	
desires	the	worship	of	all	peoples	from	all	nations	throughout	the	world,	even	
those	who	are	completely	different	from	us	or	even	hostile	toward	us.	When	
Jesus	gave	us	the	Great	Commission,	He	was	sure	to	include	that	we	are	to	
“make	disciples	of	all	nations.”	Church,	we	have	a	mission	just	like	Jonah	did.		
We	do	not	have	a	complicated	message	to	preach.	We	simply	proclaim	that	we	
deserved	punishment	for	our	sin,	but	Jesus,	the	holy	and	perfect	Son	of	God,	
took	our	place	and	punishment	on	the	cross.	He	rose	three	days	later	and	now	
offers	salvation	to	all	those	who	place	their	faith	in	Him.	We	are	not	
responsible	for	how	people	respond	to	God's	message,	we	are	simply	called	to	
be	obedient	in	proclaiming	the	gospel.	God	will	do	the	rest.						
	
March	8:	Jonah	4	
“For	I	knew	that	you	are	a	gracious	God	and	merciful,	slow	to	anger		
and	abounding	in	steadfast	love,	and	relenting	from	disaster.”	Jonah	4:2b	

	
Chapter	four	opens	with	a	shocking	scene.		After	seeing	God	relent	of	His	
judgment	toward	Nineveh,	instead	of	rejoicing	at	the	repentance	of	thousands,	
Jonah	is	angry.	His	anger	consumes	him	so	much	that	he	becomes	a	bit	of	a	
drama	queen	and	claims	that	it	would	be	better	for	him	to	die	than	live	in	a	
world	where	Ninevites	are	unpunished.	In	verse	5	we	see	that	Jonah	still	
seemed	to	hold	on	to	the	hope	that	something	bad	would	still	happen	to	
Ninevah	as	he	sat	to	watch	the	city.			
	 	
As	Jonah's	pity	party	continues,	the	scene	unfolds	with	Jonah,	a	plant,	and	a	
worm.	Jonah	takes	great	satisfaction	in	the	plant	that	provided	him	shade,	and	
he	shows	extreme	discontentment	when	the	plant	is	taken	away.	God	repeats	a	
question	he	asked	earlier:	“Do	you	do	well	to	be	angry?”	and	Jonah's	response	
is	the	same.	He	thinks	that	his	anger	is	justified	and	that	it	would	be	better	to	
die.	The	point	of	God's	interaction	with	Jonah	is	made	clear:	Jonah,	in	his	
pettiness,	cared	more	for	one	plant	that	he	did	nothing	to	create	than	he	did	for	
the	thousands	of	Ninevites	who	were	created	by	God	and	who	are	lost	in	life.			
	 	
The	book	ends	without	a	response	from	Jonah,	almost	inviting	its	readers	to	
ponder	how	they	should	respond.	Almost	every	believer	knows	that	God	is	
compassionate	and	desires	the	repentance	of	people.	The	question	we	have	to	



ask	ourselves	is	whether	we	allow	our	pettiness	(like	Jonah)	to	prevent	us	
from	aligning	with	God	in	His	pursuit	of	sinners.	How	often	do	we	hold	grudges	
towards	people	that	we	should	be	serving?	How	often	do	our	personal	
preferences	prevent	us	from	committing	to	the	church's	mission	of	making	
disciples?	How	often	do	we	care	deeply	for	the	shallow	things	of	this	world	
more	than	we	do	for	Jesus	and	His	Kingdom.	Our	God	is	one	who	is	gracious,	
willing,	and	who	desires	for	the	repentance	of	the	whole	world.	The	question	
is:	are	we	on	board	with	Him?	
	
March	9:	Proverbs	11	
“Where	there	is	no	guidance,	a	people	falls,	but	in	an	abundance	of	counselors	
there	is	safety.”	Proverbs	11:14	
	
Chapter	11	in	Proverbs	is	filled	with	many	wisdom/folly	word	combinations	
(dishonest/just,	pride/humility,	perversity/integrity,	riches/righteousness,	
hypocrisy/knowledge	to	name	a	few).	There	is	no	denying	that	the	battle	we	
face	each	day	that	wars	in	our	inner	man	is	that	of	the	spirit	and	of	the	flesh.	
			
Two	eyes	are	always	better	than	one.	And	because	there	is	nothing	new	under	
the	sun,	most	of	what	we	deal	with	in	this	life	has	been	dealt	with	by	someone	
before	us.	Many	times	wise	counsel	will	affirm	in	our	hearts	the	decisions	and	
choice	we	are	making	and	thus	we	will	be	even	more	confident.	The	opposite	is	
also	true.	Perhaps	wise	counsel	will	affirm	that	a	choice	or	decision	we	are	
making	is	not	a	good	idea	and	thus	prevent	us	from	unnecessary	destruction.			
		
A	few	key	questions	we	must	ask	concerning	seeking	those	of	wise	counsel	are:	
Is	this	person	seeking	and	following	Jesus	with	their	whole	heart?	Are	they	
trustworthy?	Does	their	life	and	choices	reflect	that	of	a	Christ	follower?	What	
is	their	experience	in	the	matter	at	hand?	Seeking	wise	and	Biblical	counsel	is	a	
great	way	to	ensure	a	road	confidently	and	securely.	
	
March	10:	1	Corinthians	1	
"But	God	chose	what	is	foolish	in	the	world	to	shame	the	wise;	God	chose	what	is	
weak	in	the	world	to	shame	the	strong."	1	Corinthians	1:27	
	
Imagine	a	clay	pitcher	-	great	piece	of	pottery,	perfect	in	all	ways	–	its	artistic,	
functional	shape;	its	flawless	design,	beautiful	in	its	decorative	paintings	
applied	around	the	base	and	spout.	Now	imagine	the	horror	of	dropping	it	and	



the	consequence	of	that	accident.	A	hole	now	punctures	the	pitcher	and	it	no	
longer	can	hold	liquids.	It	is	no	longer	fit	for	its	designed	function.	What	is	it	
useful	for?	
	
The	imaginative	person	can	find	a	use,	even	if	only	for	this	illustration	I	heard	
several	years	ago.	Where	would	light	escape	from	this	pot	if	a	light	source	were	
placed	inside?	The	light	would	come	out	through	the	imperfection	-	through	
the	hole	where	it	was	punctured	by	the	fall.	
	
This	is	a	good	picture	of	us.	We	are	imperfect.	We	are	fallen.	We	have	
imperfections,	yet	God	chooses	to	use	us.	When	He	places	His	light	in	us,	it	
tends	to	come	out	through	the	weaknesses	we	have	to	show	where	His	plan	
and	purpose	has	been	greater	than	our	failures.	Our	worst	of	times	He	worked	
out	to	be	a	pivotal	moment	in	our	spiritual	development,	for	when	we	
acknowledged	our	weakness,	He	worked	and	molded	and	fashioned	a	new	
design	that	could	encourage	someone	else	with	the	same	flaw.	
He	can	use	your	weaknesses	and	failures.	Never	say	you	are	too	broken	for	God	
to	use.	His	light	comes	out	through	the	"hole"	in	His	"pottery".	Your	story,	with	
all	its	flaws,	can	be	used	for	good.	
	
March	11:	1	Corinthians	2	
“Now	we	have	received	not	the	spirit	of	the	world,	but	the	Spirit	who	is	from	God	
that	we	might	understand	the	things	freely	given	us	by	God.”	1	Corinthians	2:12	
	
Obedience	is	a	battle.	Every	morning	we	wake	up	and	are	faced	with	the	
challenge	of	righteous	living	in	an	unrighteous	world,	and	at	the	same	time	
we’re	still	being	healed	from	the	stain	of	sin	that	was	our	death	until	Jesus	
saved	us.	So	when	the	Holy	Spirit	raises	up	a	conviction	in	our	hearts,	our	
natural	response	is	still	resistance.		
	
If	I	were	convicted	to	change	a	behavior,	my	natural	self	would	argue	to	change	
slowly	so	nobody	would	notice,	and	maybe	the	conviction	could	be	given	time	
to	fade.	If	I	were	convicted	to	speak	to	someone	about	faith,	my	natural	self	
would	count	the	reasons	it	would	be	more	convenient	to	do	it	later	or	let	
someone	else	do	it.	Whatever	challenge	the	Holy	Spirit	lays	on	my	heart,	my	
natural	self	will	find	an	excuse	to	postpone,	weaken,	or	reject	his	righteous	
demand	on	my	heart.	The	world	would	say	his	Spirit	asks	too	much	of	us.	It	
makes	more	sense	that	I	should	find	my	own	way	to	fulfillment.	



	
But	I	haven’t	received	the	spirit	of	the	world.	I	am	filled	by	the	Holy	Spirit	of	
God.	He	shows	me	that	his	is	the	path	to	life.	He	shows	me	that	my	own	path	
will	only	lead	to	more	hurting.	Those	who	still	live	according	to	the	spirit	of	the	
world	will	see	our	obedience	and	call	it	slavery.	They	will	tell	us	we	are	crazy.	
They	will	tell	us	we	are	hateful.	But	as	we	live	they	will	see	his	life	take	hold	of	
us.	Then	we	will	be	a	true	reflection	of	God’s	glory.	Even	though	it	clashes	with	
your	natural	inclination,	pray	that	God	would	call	you	again	to	obedience	and	
use	the	change	in	your	life	to	show	others	what	life	looks	like.	
	
March	12:	1	Corinthians	3	
“What	then	is	Apollos?	What	is	Paul?	Servants	through	whom	you	believed,	as	the	
Lord	assigned	to	each.”	1	Corinthians	3:5	
	
There	has	been	a	debate	running	through	the	protestant	church	for	a	little	over	
500	years	now	about	the	nature	of	a	man’s	responsibility	for	his	actions	versus	
God’s	authoritative	will	in	his	life.	The	writings	of	John	Calvin	and	Jacob	
Arminius	represent	the	highlights	on	opposite	ends	of	the	spectrum.	Since	that	
conversation	really	heated	up,	this	issue	has	caused	serious	division	among	the	
Body	of	Christ.	But	in	1	Corinthians	1:10,	Paul	exhorted	us	to	agree	with	one	
another,	being	united	in	mind	and	thought.	The	unity	of	the	church	is	one	of	
the	most	profound	themes	of	the	New	Testament	(see	almost	all	of	Ephesians).	
But	how	can	we	find	unity	in	the	face	of	intense	theological	disagreement?	
	
One	of	the	challenging	things	about	this	conversation	is	that	it	is	an	important	
conversation.	This	issue	shouldn’t	be	ignored!	It	has	important	implications	for	
how	our	churches	should	practice	the	faith.	Because	of	its	implications,	we	
express	ourselves	passionately	concerning	it.	Sadly,	that	passion	leads	to	
conversation	that	sounds	a	lot	like	the	current	mode	of	political	discourse.	We	
generalize	and	demonize	‘the	opposition.’	We	exaggerate	the	gap	between	our	
two	stances	so	that	those	listening	must	choose	a	side.	Those	who	argue	our	
side	best	are	raised	up,	and	those	who	argue	the	other	side	are	equated	to	pure	
evil.	
	
This	is	a	prime	example	of	demagoguery.	It’s	a	strategy	that	works	when	our	
primary	objective	is	self-promotion	over	and	against	someone	else,	but	if	we	
are	united	in	the	Body	of	Christ	that	can	never	be	our	objective.	We	must	keep	
in	mind	as	we	engage	this	and	any	other	issue	that	God	will	not	give	us	the	



absolute	answer	to	every	question	in	this	life.	We	must	enter	each	
conversation	with	love,	understanding	that	the	prayer	and	study	of	any	man	is	
only	that,	the	work	of	man.	Do	not	allow	Satan	to	weaken	the	church	with	fear	
and	division.	Cling	to	the	truths	of	Scripture	as	the	Holy	Spirit	helps	you	to	
understand	them,	and	reach	out	with	God’s	love	to	all	his	creation.	
	
March	13:	1	Corinthians	4	
“This	is	how	one	should	regard	us,	as	servants	of	Christ	and	stewards	of	the	
mysteries	of	God.	Moreover,	it	is	required	of	stewards	that	they	be	found	faithful.”	
1	Corinthians	4:1-2	
	
Today’s	chapter	deals	with	Paul’s	intent	to	display	to	the	church	in	Corinth	that	
our	faithfulness	to	the	Lord	has	preeminence	over	every	other	intent	of	the	
human	heart.	Many	times	to	be	a	good	steward	of	the	things	God	has	trusted	to	
us	is	not	an	easy	task.	Later	on	in	the	chapter	Paul	describes	how	the	world	
viewed	Paul	and	the	apostles	against	the	teachers	in	Corinth	who	did	not	have	
to	deal	with	the	sufferings	Paul	did.	Paul	is	warning	the	church,	not	shaming	
the	church	(v.	14)	against	trying	to	please	the	world	while	trying	to	please	the	
Lord	at	the	same	time.	And	so	his	emphatic	message	is	that	sometimes	in	order	
to	be	a	good	servant	of	Christ	and	a	steward	of	God’s	mysteries	a	person	will	
endure	hardship.	In	Paul’s	case	it	was	physical	and	emotional	persecution.			
	
At	the	end	of	our	life	on	earth	it	will	be	good	to	hear	those	words,	“well	done	
my	good	and	faithful	servant.”	Being	found	faithful	as	a	spouse,	parent,	laborer,	
and	friend	are	all	dependent	on	how	faithful	we	have	been	as	servants	and	
stewards	of	the	resources	God	entrusted	to	us.	Paul’s	warning	to	the	church	in	
Corinth	is	a	warning	for	us	today	as	well.	James	4:4	warns	it	this	way,	“Do	you	
not	know	that	whoever	wants	to	be	a	friend	of	the	world	(the	carnal	world)	
makes	himself	an	enemy	of	God?”	
	
March	14:	1	Corinthians	5	
“For	what	have	I	to	do	with	judging	outsiders?	Is	it	not	those	inside	the	church	
whom	you	are	to	judge?	God	judges	those	outside.	“Purge	the	evil	person	from	
among	you.”	1	Corinthians	5:12-13	
	
Paul	gives	a	stinging	conviction	to	us	in	this	chapter.	Using	a	specific	example	
for	the	church	in	Corinth,	Paul	exhorts	the	church	at	large	to	focus	on	its	own	
impurity	instead	of	condemning	the	impurity	outside	the	church.	The	reports	



coming	out	of	Corinth	to	Paul	suggest	that	a	man	has	taken	his	step-mother	as	
his	sexual	partner.	This	is	distasteful	to	our	ears,	and	it	was	to	theirs	as	well.	
Paul	says	that	even	the	unbelievers	in	their	community	would	have	recognized	
this	practice	as	evil	(v.	1).	The	reason	Paul	has	to	bring	it	up	is	that	the	church	
has	ignored	this	sin	among	its	congregation	so	that	it	can	focus	more	time	on	
things	it	deems	more	important,	like	the	sins	of	the	pagans.	
	
The	modern	American	church	has	the	same	issue.	We	have	become	obsessed	
with	protecting	ourselves	from	unbelievers.	We	spend	our	energy	defining	
who	‘them’	is	and	what	it	is	that	‘they’	do,	while	at	the	same	time	we	sweep	our	
own	indiscretions	under	the	rug.	It	is	compelling	that	when	God	established	
laws	in	the	Old	Testament	they	were	entirely	aimed	at	creating	purity	within	
his	holy	people,	and	none	of	them	were	aimed	at	restraining	the	evil	of	the	
unbelieving	peoples	around	them.	All	the	purification,	all	the	sacrifices,	all	of	
God’s	instructions	concerned	how	Israel	would	identify	the	impurity	in	their	
own	hearts	and	be	reconciled	to	God	in	spite	of	it.	We	must	shift	our	focus	to	
match	the	Lord’s.	Instead	of	spending	our	time	and	energy	condemning	the	
sinful	actions	of	a	lost	world,	we	need	to	work	to	demonstrate	the	way	of	life	
led	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	The	most	powerful	evangelistic	tool	we	have	is	not	the	
power	to	judge	right	and	wrong	in	others;	rather	it	is	the	evidence	of	God’s	
power	transforming	our	own	hearts	and	minds.	
	
March	15:	Proverbs	12	
“The	vexation	of	a	fool	is	known	at	once,	but	the	prudent	ignores	an	insult.”	
Proverbs	12:16	
	
The	Proverbs	cut	to	the	heart	of	a	number	of	issues,	but	here	is	one	that	speaks	
so	powerfully	to	us	today!	The	world	of	social	media	has	become	a	great	tool	in	
the	hands	of	many,	but	one	of	its	byproducts	has	been	to	amplify	the	prattlings	
of	our	untamed	tongues.	Because	our	relationships	on	social	media	are	cheap	
and	quick,	we	tend	to	give	little	thought	to	what	we	say.	There	are	plenty	of	
things	said	on	social	media	by	us	or	to	us	that	are	shameful.	We	make	less	of	
others.	We	mock	people	in	a	way	we	wouldn’t	face	to	face.	Our	arguments	are	
more	heated	because	we	don’t	connect	the	opposition	to	a	real	person.	This	is	
no	reflection	of	God’s	glory.	
	
God	is	slow	to	anger	(Exodus	34:6).	Love	is	patient,	kind,	not	easily	provoked	(!	
Corinthians	13).	Today’s	proverb	reminds	us	that	our	response	to	insult	is	to	



ignore	it.	(Notice	that	the	Bible	doesn’t	say,	‘The	prudent	holds	back	from	
responding	to	insult.’	The	prudent	ignores	it,	as	if	it	was	never	said.)	“The	
wisdom	from	above	is	first	pure,	then	peaceable,	gentle,	open	to	reason,	full	of	
mercy	and	good	fruits,	impartial	and	sincere,”	(James	3:17).	By	its	nature,	very	
little	of	this	can	be	found	on	social	media.	So	should	we	abandon	social	media	
entirely?	I	don’t	think	so.	Instead,	let’s	demonstrate	that	social	media	should	be	
used	as	a	springboard	to	deeper	relationship	building	that	happens	face	to	
face,	in	the	trenches	of	daily	life.	It	isn’t	the	place	where	friendships	are	made	
or	matured.	Those	are	long,	slow	processes	where	the	love	of	God	is	shared	in	
sincere	community.		
	
March	16:	Numbers	9	
"At	the	command	of	the	Lord	they	camped,	and	at	the	command	of	the	Lord	they	
set	out."	Numbers	9:23	
	
To	encamp	or	not	to	encamp.	To	set	out	or	not	to	set	out.	At	this	period	of	time	
in	the	story	of	God's	people,	it	was	fairly	easy	to	tell	where	they	should	go	from	
day	to	day.	Just	follow	the	cloud.	Initially,	I	feel	like	they	were	in	awe	of	the	
cloud	and	thought	it	the	most	intriguing,	most	amazing	thing	-	I	mean	who	gets	
to	be	led	by	a	fiery	cloud	every	day?	The	ooohs	and	ahhhs	of	seeing	the	cloud	
move	must	have	been	many	early	on,	but	do	you	think	they	got	tired	of	God's	
awesome	way	of	telling	them	it	was	time	to	move	on?	
I'd	be	willing	to	bet	(if	I	was	a	betting	person,	and	I'm	not)	that	after	a	while,	
they	may	have	begun	to	complain	a	little	once	they	got	settled	in	to	a	place	and	
established	a	routine.	The	water	is	over	here.	The	hunting	is	good	over	in	that	
valley.	Then,	just	about	the	time	the	pictures	were	on	the	wall,	there	goes	that	
cloud	again.	Hear	the	deep	sigh	of	the	people.	Exhale.	Here	we	go	again.	Follow	
the	fiery	cloud	till	it	stops.	Never	mind	that	God	is	leading	them	with	a	fiery	
cloud.	Ever	wish	God	would	give	you	a	neon	sign	about	your	decisions?	I	bet	if	
He	did,	we'd	get	tired	of	that	and	want	a	little	excitement	…	a	little	adventure	in	
finding	our	way.	We'd	probably	say,	"I	wish	He'd	not	be	so	obvious	about	it.	
Sure	is	dull	just	following	that	'cloud'".	It	doesn't	take	long	to	find	a	rut	and	
wish	to	stay	in	it.	
	
In	this	day	and	age,	we	don't	have	a	cloud,	but	probably	wish	we	had	one.	In	
their	day,	they	had	a	cloud	but	may	have	wished	for	some	other	way	of	
knowing	"the	plan".	This	is	the	way	we	are.	Never	satisfied.	Always	wanting	it	a	



little	different	than	God	provides.	Got	a	cloud?	Thank	God	for	the	cloud.	Got	
some	adventure?	Thank	Him	for	that,	too.	
	
March	17:	Numbers	10	
“On	the	day	of	your	gladness	also,	and	at	your	appointed	feasts	and	at	the	
beginnings	of	your	months,	you	shall	blow	the	trumpets	over	your	burnt	offerings	
and	over	the	sacrifices	of	your	peace	offerings.	They	shall	be	a	reminder	of	you	
before	your	God:	I	am	the	Lord	your	God.”	Numbers	10:10	
	
When	my	wife	and	I	were	kids,	just	dating,	she	loved	to	celebrate	our	
“anniversary”	every	month.	I	asked	her	out	on	our	first	date	on	the	16th,	so	
every	month	on	the	16th	for	about	two	and	a	half	years	we	would	mark	the	day	
in	some	special	way.	Looking	back	it	feels	more	than	a	little	silly!	It	was	young	
love.	We	were	naïve.	We	were	giddy	for	each	other.	It’s	a	passion	that	usually	
wears	off	in	relationships,	and	most	folks	are	alright	with	that	transition	as	
they	mature.	The	excitement	was	nice	for	a	while,	but	the	steady	relationship	is	
more	sustainable.	
	
That	giddy	love,	though,	is	the	underlying	sense	in	this	chapter.	Since	the	
middle	of	Exodus,	God	has	been	laying	out	the	modus	operandi	for	his	people,	
explaining	how	they	will	be	purified,	how	they	will	offer	sacrifices,	how	they	
will	celebrate	feasts,	how	the	Tabernacle	will	be	built,	and	how	they	will	live,	
camp,	and	move	around	it.	Finally	in	chapter	10	it	is	time	to	put	the	whole	
mechanism	in	action!	Moses	describes	in	detail	about	how	each	tribe	picks	up	
and	follows	the	Lord.	The	silver	trumpets	are	blown,	the	banners	are	flying.	It’s	
like	a	parade.	The	people	are	thrilled	to	see	God	lead	them	away	from	the	
wilderness	toward	the	promised	land.	This	is	the	prime	of	Israel’s	relationship	
with	God,	and	it	should	have	served	as	the	foundation	of	an	eternal	intimacy	
between	creator	and	creation.	Instead	sin	will	worm	its	way	between	them.	
	
Have	you	lost	the	sense	of	excitement	you	had	about	your	relationship	with	
God?	Certainly	maturity	will	change	the	nature	of	the	excitement,	but	just	like	
marriage	thrives	because	of	foundational	passion,	our	relationship	with	God	
must	be	nurtured	by	passion.	The	only	way	to	reignite	it	is	to	remind	yourself	
of	the	wonder	of	God	and	his	love	for	you.	Take	some	time	to	really	open	your	
heart	to	his	grand	character,	his	power,	his	awesome	nature.	Ask	him	to	stoke	
your	giddiness	for	his	love.		
	



March	18:	Numbers	11	
“We	remember	the	fish	we	ate	in	Egypt	that	cost	nothing,	the	cucumbers,	the	
melons,	the	leeks,	the	onions,	and	the	garlic.	But	now	our	strength	is	dried	up,	
and	there	is	nothing	at	all	but	this	manna	to	look	at.”	Numbers	11:5-6	
	
Numbers	10	ends	with	the	grand	parade	of	God’s	people	stepping	out	in	
obedient	faith,	celebrating	the	journey	to	the	promised	land.	In	Numbers	11:1	
the	party	is	over.	Their	fleeting	passions	bore	the	fruit	it	was	bound	to,	
discontentment.	Yesterday	we	championed	the	passion	that	energized	the	
people	of	God	to	action,	but	here	we	see	why	passion	alone	cannot	sustain	
faith.	The	people	of	Israel	had	passion,	but	they	didn’t	have	trust	and	discipline	
to	undergird	their	relationship.	This	deficiency	caused	their	perception	to	be	
completely	warped.	Instead	of	rejoicing	as	they	travelled	to	their	new	home,	
marveling	at	the	free	food	that	literally	fell	from	the	sky	at	God’s	command,	
they	idealized	their	slavery	in	Egypt.	They	fondly	look	back	at	the	food	they	
received	“for	free”	from	their	masters,	food	that	fueled	their	servitude.	It’s	as	if	
the	circumstances	around	their	life	in	Egypt	have	been	whitewashed	in	their	
minds.	
	
Sin	does	this	to	us.	Following	God	often	requires	great	strength.	It	often	feels	
like	travelling	through	the	wilderness.	We	can	find	ourselves	in	challenging	
circumstances,	and	we	look	back	on	how	things	were	before	we	stepped	out	in	
faith	with	rose-colored	glasses.	We	don’t	see	the	slavery	of	sin,	we	only	see	its	
beauty.	We	ignore	the	fact	that	our	sin	doomed	us	to	death,	eternal	separation	
from	the	only	thing	we	need,	the	Lord.	Those	temporary	phantoms	of	joy	seem	
like	the	vibrant	blessings	of	God.	But	as	Israel	will	find,	the	backsliding	always	
comes	with	consequences.	Don’t	let	yourself	be	tempted	by	Satan’s	deceptions.	
There	is	no	real	joy	to	be	found	in	slavery.	There	is	no	strength	to	be	gained	by	
failing	to	follow	the	Lord.	All	that	path	contains	is	wilderness.	It	is	certain	
death.	But	God	is	merciful,	and	his	design	is	for	you	to	obediently	follow	him	to	
relationship	and	eternal	life.	Cling	tightly	to	him.	Focus	your	heart	on	his	will.	
Find	real	blessing	in	his	lordship.	
	
March	19:	Numbers	12	
“And	Moses	cried	to	the	Lord,	“O	God,	please	heal	her-	please.”	Numbers	12:13	
	
Forgiveness	is	one	of	the	hardest	things	the	Lord	asks	us	to	do.	When	we	are	
wronged,	we	want	justice	carried	out	against	those	who	have	wronged	us.	But	



have	you	ever	really	considered	what	justice	really	looks	like?	In	this	chapter	
Moses	gets	a	clear	picture,	and	we	should	learn	from	his	response.	
	
Miriam	and	Aaron	catch	the	complaint	bug	from	the	people	of	Israel.	They	see	
the	fame	and	respect	Moses	gets	as	he	leads,	and	they	covet	it.	Like	a	parent	
calling	their	child,	the	Lord	demands	an	audience	with	the	three	of	them.	He	
scolds	Aaron	and	Miraim,	calling	them	out	for	rebelling	against	the	One	who	
chose	Moses,	and	to	send	his	point	home	his	presence	ascends	away	from	
them.	Once	he	has	left,	Miriam	is	found	with	a	terrible	skin	disease.	At	the	very	
least	it	meant	that	she	had	to	be	expelled	from	the	community	until	she	was	
clean,	but	it	probably	also	would	have	meant	her	death.	
	
The	Scriptures	don’t	record	how	Moses	felt	when	he	first	heard	that	Miriam	
and	Aaron	had	rebelled	behind	his	back,	but	his	reaction	was	probably	the	
same	ours	would	be;	he	was	simultaneously	furious	and	heartbroken.	His	
brother	and	sister	had	stabbed	him	in	the	back	right	after	he	had	just	come	out	
of	facing	a	nationwide	rebellion!	Maybe	he	prayed	something	like	Psalm	35,	
but	when	he	actually	saw	his	sister	in	a	state	that	would	have	been	a	death	
sentence,	his	heart	was	softened.	He	begged	the	Lord	that	she	be	healed.		
	
When	we	are	hurt	by	others	or	we	see	the	effects	of	sin	around	us	we	are	
rightfully	angry,	but	our	response	should	not	be	set	against	the	individuals	
responsible.	They	are	our	brothers	and	sisters,	birthed	into	a	sinful	world	like	
we	were.	We	should	pray	that	God	would	conquer	sin	and	death.	We	should	
pray	for	his	final	victory	of	evil.	And	we	should	pray	for	mercy	and	redemption	
in	all	lives,	everywhere.	
	
March	20:	Numbers	13	
"See	what	the	land	is	like	…"	Numbers	13:18	
	
In	Numbers	13,	we	read	the	start	of	one	of	the	saddest	moments	in	the	history	
of	God's	people.	God	sent	them	out	through	Moses	instruction,	"See	what	the	
land	is	like	…"	Why?	Why	does	God	tell	them	to	go	out	and	explore	the	land	if	
He	knows	what	they	are	going	to	decide?	What	did	Moses	understand	as	the	
reason	to	go	explore?	Do	you	think	He	at	that	moment	thought	their	report	
would	stifle	the	conquering	of	the	land?	
	
God	knows	His	people.	He	knows	their	hearts	and	what	the	end	result	will	be,	



yet	He	allows	them	to	explore	and	come	to	their	own	conclusion.	If	He	hadn't	
sent	them	out,	they	probably	would	have	faltered	once	they	got	to	the	giant	
people	and	cried	out	to	God	in	a	grievance	asking	why	God	didn't	let	them	
know	about	these	giants.	That's	the	same	result	as	knowing	about	the	giants	
and	deciding	not	to	fight	them	or	conquer	the	land.	
I	believe	Moses	was	comfortable	with	the	prospect	of	getting	a	report	on	what	
they'd	be	facing	in	the	near	future.	If	he	was	the	leader	I	think	he	was,	he	was	
just	going	to	use	the	information	of	the	spies	to	inform	his	prayers	as	he	sought	
direction	from	the	Lord.	
God	knows	you.	He	knows	your	heart.	Trust	Him	in	the	face	of	giant	situations.	
Follow	Him	into	battle.	
	
God	knows	the	people	you're	leading	(work	force,	family,	co-workers,	Sunday	
School	group,	etc).	Even	if	they	forget	how	God	has	provided	and	protected	in	
the	past,	leadership	takes	them	from	where	they	are	to	where	they	need	to	be.	
Lead.	Lead	in	spite	of	the	discouragement.	Pray	to	the	Lord	Almighty	that	He	
would	help	you	lead.	Pray	that	they	will	not	let	a	great	challenge	stop	them	
from	following	the	Lord.	There	are	dire	consequences	when	we	don't	follow	
Him.	
	
March	21:	Numbers	14	
“And	now,	please	let	the	power	of	the	Lord	be	great	as	you	have	promised.”	
Numbers	14:17	
	
This	is	a	very	interesting	passage.	When	the	people	of	Israel	rebel	against	God,	
denying	his	power	to	give	them	the	land	he	promised,	he	says	that	he	will	just	
kill	them	all	and	find	a	plan	B	‘Chosen	People.’	But	then	Moses	talks	him	out	of	
it.	It	seems	Moses	explains	to	God	what	God	must	have	missed	in	his	strategy.	If	
he	gives	up	on	this	people,	it	will	seem	to	the	other	nations	that	he	failed,	not	
the	Israelites.	His	logic	is	sound,	and	God	relents.	But	does	this	passage	show	
us	that	God	got	so	angry	that	he	was	about	to	make	a	mistake	except	that	
Moses	stopped	him?	Is	he	fickle	and	foolish?	Certainly	not,	but	then	we	need	
another	explanation	for	what	is	happening	here.	
	
God	desires	for	us	to	pray	for	his	will	to	be	done.	It	is	going	to	be	done	whether	
we	pray	for	it	or	not,	but	it	is	important	to	God	that	we	involve	ourselves,	that	
we	seek	out	our	place	in	bringing	it	to	fruition.	God	wanted	Moses	and	the	
people	to	have	some	skin	in	the	game.	He	wanted	them	to	consider	the	fruits	of	



their	desires	so	that	they	would	buy	into	his	will	instead.	He	wants	us	to	do	the	
same	thing.	How	often	do	you	beg	the	Lord	that	he	might	transform	your	heart	
to	match	his?	Parents,	are	you	praying	desperately	for	God	to	move	in	your	
child’s	life?	Church	members,	are	you	lifting	up	the	direction	of	this	
congregation	that	God	might	direct	us	to	glorify	him?	God	doesn’t	need	our	
advice	or	our	help,	but	he	wants	to	give	you	a	central	role	in	the	invasion	plan	
for	his	Kingdom.	Don’t	sit	idly	by.	Engage	in	the	dialogue	with	him.	In	every	
circumstance	pray	earnestly	for	him	to	move	according	to	his	righteous	
judgment.		He	wants	to	bless	you,	to	lead	you,	and	have	you	take	up	his	banner	
as	he	works	a	grand	purpose	in	creation.		
	
March	22:	Proverbs	13	
“A	wise	son	hears	his	father's	instruction,	but	a	scoffer	does	not	listen	to	rebuke.”	
Proverbs	13:1	
	
The	writer	of	Proverbs	begins	this	chapter	by	stating	that	the	one	who	is	
willing	to	listen	to	authority	(his	father)	is	the	one	who	is	wise	while	those	who	
refuse	to	listen	to	instruction	are	scoffers,	which	is	a	person	who	treats	people	
or	things	with	contempt.	He	then	goes	on	to	list	the	characteristics	and	benefits	
of	a	life	of	wisdom	versus	the	characteristics	and	destruction	that	generally	
accompany	a	life	of	wickedness.	At	first	glance,	this	chapter	may	appear	to	be	a	
random	collection	of	sayings	contrasting	two	opposites,	and	that	there	is	
nothing	to	connect	them	all.	But	what	the	writer	seems	to	do	in	the	first	verse	
is	set	the	tone	for	the	rest	of	the	chapter.	By	stating	that	the	wise	are	those	who	
accept	instruction,	he	is	setting	the	reader	up	to	listen	to	the	instruction	he	is	
about	to	give	them	in	various	areas	of	life.	In	verses	10,	13,	14,	18,	20,	and	24	
the	writer	is	continuing	to	emphasize	how	important	it	is	to	pursue	wisdom	
and	embrace	correction.	While	there	are	many	areas	of	life	that	we	need	to	be	
wise	in,	the	starting	point	has	to	be	understanding	our	need	for	instruction.	
	
Many	people	want	to	portray	to	the	world	that	they	know	what	to	do	and	how	
to	handle	a	situation.	They	don't	want	advice	or	instruction	because	they	don't	
want	anyone	to	think	that	they	don't	have	everything	together.	But	in	reality	
this	is	a	form	of	pride.	There	isn't	a	soul	on	this	planet	that	knows	how	to	live	
life	correctly	in	every	circumstance.	For	us	to	pretend	that	we've	got	it	all	
together	or	that	we	have	most	of	it	together	is	plain	sinful.	What	the	writer	of	
Proverbs	is	telling	the	reader	is	that	we	must	have	a	humble	heart	that	
understands	our	need	for	godly	guidance	and	wisdom.	Is	that	the	state	of	your	



heart?	Are	you	willing	to	pray	for	God's	guidance	in	handling	situations	in	life?		
Do	you	look	to	His	Word	for	instruction?	Do	you	listen	to	the	godly	(key	word)	
people	in	your	life	like	your	pastor	or	those	who	have	navigated	similar	
circumstances	in	a	God-honoring	way?	There	is	nothing	wrong	with	accepting	
help	or	guidance.	As	a	matter	of	fact,	the	writer	of	Proverbs	says	it’s	the	way	to	
reward	and	life	(vv.	13-14).			
	
March	23:	Psalm	6	
“Be	gracious	to	me,	O	Lord,	for	I	am	languishing;	heal	me,	O	Lord,	for	my	bones	
are	troubled.”	Psalm	6:2	
	
David	is	lamenting	deeply	inwardly	and	outwardly	over	the	trouble	he	is	in.	A	
few	things	are	worth	noting.	One	is	that	David	admits,	through	brokenness	and	
humility,	how	he	deserves	God’s	wrath	and	punishment	because	of	his	sin.	The	
second	is	his	recognition	of	who	God	is	and	that	the	Lord	is	his	only	hope.	
Lastly,	we	see	David’s	dependence	and	confidence	that	God’s	will	is	to	
overcome	the	enemy	through	his	situation.				
	
This	Psalm	is	really	about	David’s	honesty	before	God.	He	recognized	what	he	
deserved,	the	wrath	of	God.	He,	like	Jeremiah,	asked	God	for	correction	but	
prayed	for	mercy	and	gentleness.	This	indicates	his	recognition	of	the	Holiness	
of	God.			
	
Too	often	we	desire	mercy	for	ourselves	and,	if	we	are	not	careful,	justice	for	
others.	When	we	recognize	that	God,	in	his	kindness,	forgives	us	instead	of	
giving	us	what	we	deserve	it	should	drive	us	to	brokenness	over	our	sin	and	a	
passion	to	pass	that	same	reality	to	others	who	find	themselves	“dead	in	
trespasses	and	sin”	(Ephesians	2:4).	The	justice	of	God	will	come	upon	this	
world.	Praise	God	that	Jesus	took	the	judgment	of	our	sin	upon	His	body	when	
He	went	to	the	cross.	For	those	who	trust	in	Christ	it	is	the	great	exchange…our	
unrighteousness	for	his	righteousness.	
	
March	24:	Psalm	7	
“The	Lord	judges	the	peoples;	judge	me,	O	Lord,	according	to	my	righteousness	
and	according	to	the	integrity	that	is	in	me.”	Psalm	7:8	
	
Psalms	like	this	have	always	caused	me	discomfort.	David	is	making	his	case	to	
the	Lord	that	he	should	smite	David’s	enemies	because	David	has	done	nothing	



to	deserve	their	animosity.	David	says,	“Judge	me,	O	Lord,	according	to	my	
righteousness.”	Whenever	I	read	that	kind	of	thing,	I	tend	to	disconnect	from	
the	text	of	the	prayer	because	I	examine	my	own	righteousness	and	know	that	
I	would	not	do	well	before	the	righteous	God.	Certainly	there	are	times	in	our	
lives	when	we	are	pursued	unjustly	by	the	powers	of	evil.	Doing	God’s	will	puts	
us	in	conflict	with	the	world,	but	one	could	argue	that	even	if	the	current	
circumstances	don’t	arise	from	my	sin,	I’ve	sinned	before	and	I	could	probably	
use	some	testing.	So	why	is	this	included	in	scripture?	How	can	I	use	this	as	a	
model	for	my	own	prayers?		
	
What	this	line	of	thought	leaves	out	is	the	righteous	judge’s	grace.	God	had	
established	a	system	of	sacrifices	that	would	atone	for	sin.	When	you	repented	
from	sin,	you	made	the	sacrifice,	and	your	spiritual	slate	was	wiped	clean.	
Completely.	God	didn’t	remove	immediate	consequences	but	keep	a	little	mark	
on	your	record	so	he	could	make	sure	to	get	you	back	later.	The	blood	of	the	
animal	paid	the	debt	entirely.	It’s	a	difficult	thing	to	really	grasp.	But	because	of	
Jesus	we	don’t	even	have	to	make	the	sacrifice.	We	simply	repent	of	our	sin,	
and	the	Lord	removes	it	from	the	equation	entirely.	No	exceptions.	So	now	
when	I	cry	out	to	God	and	ask	him	to	act	according	to	my	righteousness,	he	
doesn’t	see	my	sins;	he	sees	the	righteousness	of	Jesus	stamped	over	me.	“My	
sin	(Oh	the	bliss	of	this	glorious	thought!)	my	sin,	not	in	part	but	the	whole,	is	
nailed	to	the	cross,	and	I	bear	it	no	more!	Praise	the	Lord!”	It’s	as	if	I	had	lived	
out	Jesus’	righteous	life	and	he	my	sinful	one.	Take	hold	of	this	truth	and	cry	
out	to	God!	Run	to	him	in	every	circumstance	so	that	he	might	carry	you,	feet	
off	the	ground,	through	every	persecution!	
	
March	25:	Psalm	8	
“What	is	man	that	you	are	mindful	of	him,	and	the	son	of	man	that	you	care	for	
him?”	Psalm	8:4	

	
Do	you	ever	take	time	to	take	in	the	majesty	of	the	world	in	which	we	live?		Do	
you	ever	take	time	to	notice	God's	creativity	in	all	the	different	types	of	plants	
and	animals	he	has	created?	Some	beautiful	and	unique,	some	terrifying.	Do	
you	ever	think	about	how	complex	our	world	is	with	things	like	weather,	
magnetism,	and	gravity	all	working	together	to	make	our	world	livable?	Do	you	
look	to	the	stars	and	look	in	awe	of	how	big	the	universe	is?	That	seems	to	be	
what	the	Psalmist	is	doing	here	in	Psalm	8.	The	Psalmist	is	simply	awestruck	at	
God's	creation	-	all	the	creativity,	all	the	beauty,	all	the	immensity.	



	 	
After	considering	just	how	wonderful	God's	creation	is,	the	Psalmist	is	
humbled.	He	is	humbled	by	the	fact	that	among	all	of	the	awesomeness	of	
God's	creation,	what	God	values	most	is	people.	Humanity	is	special	to	God.		
When	God	created	all	things	in	Genesis	1	and	2	He	spoke	everything	into	
existence,	except	for	people.	When	He	made	Adam	and	Eve,	He	crafted	them	
using	His	own	hands	and	only	people	are	made	in	God's	image.	People	are	
unique	among	all	of	God's	creation.	Yet,	when	we	compare	ourselves	to	much	
of	the	majesty	and	beauty	in	our	world,	we	find	ourselves	lacking.	We	simply	
cannot	compare	to	the	power	of	the	ocean,	the	beauty	of	a	sunrise,	or	the	
longevity	of	a	mountain.	Yet	WE	are	the	ones	whom	God	has	chosen	to	
treasure.	People	are	the	ones	whom	God	prizes	and	has	chosen	to	pour	out	His	
grace	and	mercy	on.	The	Psalmist	recognized	this	and	it	humbled	him,	for	he	
knew	he	was	not	worthy	of	such	favor	from	God.			
	
March	26:	Psalm	9	
“Sing	praises	to	the	Lord,	who	sits	enthrones	in	Zion!	Tell	among	the	peoples	his	
deeds!”	Psalm	9:11	
	
A	coincidence	that	seems	hokey	to	me	jumped	off	the	page	as	I	began	to	type	
out	this	devotion.	I	remember	September	11,	2001	very	vividly.	That	night	my	
church	held	a	prayer	meeting	where	each	of	us	took	time	trying	to	rightly	
reconcile	with	God	what	we	had	seen	take	place	in	the	morning.	Ever	since	
then	it	seems	our	culture	has	been	on	a	downward	trajectory	in	almost	every	
way,	and	that	negativity	has	rubbed	off	on	me.	When	I	talk	about	the	world,	I	
bemoan	the	rampant	immorality,	the	wild	disregard	for	all	forms	of	human	life,	
the	bitter	discourse	of	our	politicians.	It’s	as	if	the	Psalm	9/11	we	would	write	
would	be	completely	the	opposite	of	this	Psalm	9:11.	
	
I	think	there’s	a	challenge	for	us	in	reading	this	Psalm.	What	is	the	primary	
song	of	your	heart	when	it	sings	to	God?	Is	it	a	song	of	lament?	Have	the	
shadows	of	evil	that	rule	this	dark	world	overcome	you?	Are	you	focused	on	
the	irreconcilable	problems	that	lay	before	us	as	a	society?	Or	do	you	have	
confidence	that	“the	needy	shall	not	always	be	forgotten”	(v.	18)?	I	often	need	
the	Lord	to	ignite	a	new	song	in	my	heart	that	I	might	proclaim	his	good	news	
with	my	mouth.	When	I	come	again	to	days	like	September	11,	I	don’t	need	to	
be	consumed	with	despair.	I	have	a	reality	shattering	hope	in	Christ	Jesus!	His	
victory,	though	yet	unfulfilled,	is	totally	assured.	I	can	give	thanks	to	God	for	



how	he	has	already	begun	to	demonstrate	the	blessings	of	his	Kingdom	in	my	
life.	I	can	spend	my	days	recounting	his	wonderful	deeds	knowing	that	the	list	
will	grow	and	grow	with	each	new	morning,	from	here	into	eternity.	Pray	that	
the	Lord	might	teach	you	a	new	song	today.	
	
March	27:	Psalm	10	
“Arise,	O	Lord;	O	God,	lift	up	your	hand;	forget	not	the	afflicted.”	Psalm	10:12	
	
As	I	read	through	this	Psalm,	I	was	reminded	of	the	Beatitudes	in	Matthew	5:2-
11.	“Beatitudes”	means	‘things	that	are	supremely	blessed,’	but	when	we	read	
through	this	list	of	what	Jesus	calls	blessed	we	find	the	opposite	of	what	our	
instinct	would	expect.	Jesus	says	the	poor,	the	persecuted,	the	reviled	ones	are	
the	ones	who	are	blessed.	Our	hearts	say	the	one	described	in	Psalm	10:2-11	
seem	blessed.	He	has	power	and	wealth.	He	is	safe.	It	doesn’t	seem	like	God	
works	against	him.	Our	judgment	of	blessedness	is	clearly	based	on	what	
happens	in	this	lifetime.	We	consider	ourselves	oppressed	by	the	wicked	ones	
who	have	power	in	this	world.	We	find	our	joy	in	the	treasures	we	can	build	up	
in	this	life.	
	
The	psalmist	here	gives	voice	to	these	worries.	The	Lord	does	not	view	the	
desire	for	blessing	in	the	here	and	now	as	a	sin,	and	he	wants	us	to	tell	him	
when	we	are	put	down.	But	in	verse	16	the	psalmist	shifts	his	focus,	and	we	
need	to	as	well.	“The	Lord	is	king	forever	and	ever;	the	nations	perish	from	his	
land.”	Jesus	said	those	who	lay	up	treasures	for	themselves	in	this	lifetime	
“have	received	their	reward	in	full,”	(Matthew	6:2).	Our	joy,	our	treasure,	our	
blessing	awaits	us	in	the	eternity	that	is	to	come.	It	is	immeasurable,	and	there	
is	not	one	who	will	diminish	our	joy	in	it.	Don’t	feel	like	you	shouldn’t	take	
your	worries	for	this	life	to	the	Lord.	He	holds	those	dear	to	his	heart,	but	also	
don’t	lose	sight	of	the	bigger	picture.	Live	with	an	eternal	perspective	because	
you	are	an	eternal	child	of	the	King!		
	
March	28:	Proverbs	14	
“One	who	is	wise	is	cautious	and	turns	away	from	evil,	but	a	fool	is	reckless	and	
careless.”	Proverbs	14:16	
	
Have	you	ever	paid	close	attention	to	how	fast	a	person	talks?	The	average	
speed	that	we	speak	casually	to	each	other	is	roughly	130	words	per	minute.	
When	someone	talks	much	faster	than	that,	the	energy	in	the	room	goes	up.	



Sometimes	those	people	are	giving	hurried	instructions.	Salesmen	are	
sometimes	referred	to	as	fast	talkers,	trying	to	slip	something	by	you	because	
your	brain	isn’t	using	the	energy	to	keep	up.	It’s	a	maxim	that’s	true	in	driving,	
typing,	sports,	just	about	everything;	speed	creates	errors.	The	Bible	here	is	
reminding	us	that	this	also	applies	to	the	moral	choices	we	make.		
	
Every	day	we	make	choices	that	we	don’t	think	hard	about.	Like	blinking,	some	
are	made	without	thought	because	they	are	instinctual.	Others,	like	what	to	eat	
for	breakfast,	are	made	simply	out	of	habit.	But	we	also	make	moral	choices	
without	thinking	sometimes.	‘White	lies’	often	slip	out	without	thought,	
whether	or	not	we	look	at	a	waiter	in	the	eyes,	planning	our	monthly	spending.	
Each	of	these	are	important	moral	choices	that	we	make	often	without	a	
second	thought,	but	wisdom	says	that	this	way	of	life	leads	to	sin.	The	
righteous	are	like	people	who	speak	very	deliberately,	sometimes	even	
annoyingly	slow,	being	very	careful	to	choose	exactly	the	right	words.	James	
reminds	us	that	a	reckless	tongue	corrupts	the	whole	body	with	hell-fire,	but	
the	one	who	has	tamed	his	tongue	is	perfect	(James	3:1-12).	Perhaps	today	God	
is	asking	you	to	slow	down	your	processes.	Take	time	to	carefully	consider	
your	words.	Pay	more	attention	to	the	people	around	you	(the	other	ones	God	
created	and	loves).	Be	cautious	with	your	life	and	you	will	be	saved	from	many	
‘unforced	errors.’	
	
March	29:	Matthew	1	
“The	book	of	the	genealogy	of	Jesus	Christ,	the	son	of	David,	the	son	of	Abraham.”	
Matthew	1:1	
	
Raise	your	hand	if	you	actually	read	through	all	the	names	in	the	first	17	verses	
of	Matthew.	If	you	didn’t	you	are	like	most	people	when	we	come	across	a	
genealogy	in	the	Bible.	Go	back	and	read	it	carefully.	Count	how	many	names	
you	know.	There	are	46	different	people	listed	here,	and	each	one	of	them	is	
important	enough	to	Matthew	that	they	are	listed	in	the	genealogy	of	the	
Messiah.	If	you	knew	a	lot	of	names,	you’ve	probably	read	1&2	Samuel,	Kings,	
and	Chronicles	well.	If	you	didn’t	know	a	lot	of	names,	again	you’re	like	most	
people	who	have	never	invested	much	time	in	the	Old	Testament	outside	of	
Genesis	and	Exodus.	
	
If	the	people	referenced	here	are	so	often	overlooked	by	readers,	why	would	
Matthew	include	them	at	all?	Because	the	history	they	are	a	part	of	is	the	



history	of	Jesus.	If	God	hadn’t	used	Shealtiel,	Abiud,	and	Matthan,	Jesus’	coming	
would	not	have	had	the	same	meaning.	God	chose	to	use	Solomon,	whose	
mother	was	not	his	father’s	wife,	to	carry	on	the	royal	lineage	of	David.	God	
chose	Rahab	the	prostitute	to	be	a	part	of	this	story.	God	chose	Mary,	a	
teenager	who	wasn’t	married	yet,	to	be	the	mother	of	the	Word	made	flesh	
(John	1).	Earlier	this	month	we	read	that	"God	chose	what	is	weak	in	the	world	
to	shame	the	strong,"	(1	Corinthians	1:27).	Here	we	see	specifically	that	God	
chose	the	nameless	faces,	the	screw-ups,	and	the	ill-equipped	people	to	make	
way	for	salvation.		
	
If	you	don’t	know	these	people,	go	back	and	find	their	story	(the	ones	that	
actually	are	recorded	in	the	Bible).	The	great	and	terrible	people	in	the	
genealogy	of	Jesus	are	important	because	of	the	role	they	played	in	Jesus’	birth,	
and	so	they	are	important	because	of	the	role	they	played	in	your	personal	
relationship	with	God.	And	imagine	this;	if	Joram,	Eliud,	and	Hezron	became	a	
critical	part	of	God’s	plan,	what	do	you	think	he	might	do	with	you?	
	
March	30:	Matthew	2	
“When	they	saw	the	star,	they	rejoiced	with	exceedingly	great	joy.”	Matthew	2:10	
	
Matthew	2	is	typically	a	familiar	passage	around	Christmas.	However,	it	is	a	
reminder	to	me	that	celebrating	the	birth	of	Jesus	should	not	be	a	once	a	year	
deal,	but	rather	a	daily	reflection.	The	star	that	was	seen	by	the	wise	men	and	
their	caravan	that	traveled	hundreds	of	miles	is	a	picture	of	grace!	That	star	
would	point	them	to	the	long	awaited	Messiah.	That	star	would	point	them	to	
the	one	who	brought	hope	to	the	world.	That	star	would	point	them	to	the	one	
who	take	our	sin	to	Calvary.	That	star	would	point	them	to	the	one	who,	
through	Him,	gives	eternal	life.	The	star	didn’t	have	to	shine.	They	did	nothing	
to	make	the	star	shine.	The	star	was	simply	shining	bright.			
	
Notice	they	did	respond.	Herod	wanted	to	know	where	it	was	because	Jesus	
was	a	threat	to	His	power	and	fame.	The	religious	leaders	knew	what	the	Old	
Testament	said	in	Micah	5:2,	but	they	were	disinterested	because	Jesus	would	
‘steal	their	religion’	from	them.	However,	the	wise	men	responded	in	two	ways.	
The	first	response	was	simply	to	follow.	Jesus	says	to	us,	“Come	follow	me.”	It’s	
a	simple	and	yet	profound	statement.	Their	second	response	was	“they	
rejoiced	with	exceedingly	great	joy.”	This	models	an	exuberance	that	follows	a	
grand	reality.	Our	response	to	God’s	grace	should	be	the	same.	We	should	



follow	Him	in	obedience.	And	we	should	rejoice	because	our	King	has	come	
and	He	has	brought	to	us	eternal	life.	Be	sure	your	heart	today	is	being	both	
obedient	and	filled	with	joy.	Not	because	all	of	life’s	circumstances	are	happy,	
but	because	of	his	amazing	grace.	
	
March	31:	Matthew	3	
“Bear	fruit	in	keeping	with	repentance.”	Matthew	3:8	
	
John	the	Baptist	makes	for	a	very	compelling	character.	He	dresses	strangely,	
he	eats	strangely,	and	he	lives	in	the	desert	proclaiming	the	long	awaited	
coming	of	the	Messiah.	This	might	not	have	been	an	unusual	occurrence	during	
those	days,	but	John’s	message	was	filled	with	power,	so	people	came	to	see	
him.	The	Bible	says	that	all	the	people	of	Jerusalem	and	the	surrounding	
countryside	were	coming	out	to	see	this	man	(v.	5).	They	had	all	been	waiting	
for	the	savior	of	Israel	to	come	and	overturn	the	oppressive	political	powers.	
Hearing	all	this	hubbub,	the	Pharisees	and	Sadducees,	the	religious	and	
political	elites	in	Jerusalem,	decided	to	go	see	John.	(Imagine	a	scene	in	a	movie	
when	a	politician	puts	his	arm	around	a	hometown	hero	or	entertainer	to	gain	
from	their	popularity.	That’s	their	intent.)	
	
But	John	wants	nothing	to	do	with	these	hypocrites!	He	calls	them	a	brood	of	
vipers	(v.	7).	He	knows	they	don’t	belong	among	this	crowd	for	one	critical	
reason;	there	is	no	repentance	in	their	hearts.	They	are	not	concerned	for	the	
spiritual	rot	that	has	festered	in	their	hearts	despite	his	message	that	the	
Kingdom	of	God	is	coming.	John’s	message	to	them	is	that	they	must	bear	the	
fruit	of	repentance	if	they	are	to	be	a	part	of	this	Kingdom.		
	
The	same	is	true	for	us.	It	is	easy	for	us	to	follow	the	crowd.	In	Mississippi	we	
speak	‘Christianese’	well.	We	know	the	lingo.	Our	social	norms	grow	out	of	
biblical	foundations,	but	these	aren’t	reasons	to	relax.	These	are	reasons	for	
caution.	Like	the	Pharisees	and	Sadducees,	we	can	easily	become	complacent	
and	blind	to	our	own	need	for	transformation	because	we	feel	safe	in	our	
common	spirituality.	But	citizenship	in	the	Kingdom	of	God	requires	radical	
transformation	in	our	hearts	and	lives.	If	we	are	to	live	lives	of	repentance,	180	
degrees	away	from	the	sinful	norms	of	the	world,	we	must	be	diligent	in	the	
pursuit	of	moment	to	moment	holiness,	empowered	by	the	Holy	Spirit	with	
which	we	have	been	baptized.	
	



April	1:	Matthew	4	
“’Follow	me,’	Jesus	said,	‘and	I	will	make	you	fishers	of	men.’”	Matthew 	 4:19  	
	
In	an	age	of	apps,	devices,	electronics,	and	global	connectivity,	the	simple	
things	in	life	can	seem	hard	to	come	by.	When	I	think	about	all	the	user	names	
and	profiles	I	have,	and	each	with	its	own	prescription	of	a	strong	password,	
the	amount	of	information	I	have	to	keep	up	with	is	astounding.	I	need	
simplicity.	
	
Jesus	made	it	simple.	"Come,	follow	me."	He	didn't	have	a	complicated	call,	or	
set	of	rules,	or	list	of	prerequisites.	He	just	asked	people	to	follow	Him.	I	think	
that	is	the	core	of	the	Gospel.	We	simply	follow	Jesus.	We	listen	to	Him	and	
obey.	We	do	what	he	does.	Maybe	that's	why	He	says	to	receive	the	Kingdom	of	
God	like	a	child.	Simplify.	Just	follow	Jesus.	
	
April	2:	Proverbs	15	
“A	soft	answer	turns	away	wrath,	but	a	harsh	word	stirs	up	anger.”		
Proverbs	15:1-2	
	
The	strongest	muscle	in	the	human	body	is	the	tongue.	Growing	up	hearing	
that	for	the	first	time	I	wasn’t	exactly	sure	what	was	meant	by	it.	Today,	I	am	
confident	that	I	understand	what	is	meant	by	that	statement.	Our	words	can	
either	build	up	or	tear	down.	When	Solomon	uses	the	analogy	of	a	‘soft	word’	
versus	a	‘harsh	word’,	he	was	referring	to	the	condition	of	our	heart.	Because	
‘out	of	the	heart	will	flow	the	wellsprings	of	life’	(Proverbs	4:23).	Words	are	
like	toothpaste	in	the	tube.	Once	they	are	out	there	is	no	chance	of	putting	
them	back	in.			
	
This	proverb	is	teaching	us	that	our	words	are	a	direct	reflection	of	what	is	
really	on	the	inside.	When	our	words	are	harsh,	bitter,	critical,	and	ugly	or	just	
downright	mean	it	is	a	sign	that	something	on	the	inside	isn’t	lining	up	with	
God’s	spirit.	When	our	words	are	lifting,	encouraging	and	building	up	then	it	
reflects	a	truth	that	we	are	operating	by	being	filled	with	His	Spirit.	The	right	
spirit	will	be	winsome.	It	is	drawing,	contagious,	and	life	giving.	The	wrong	
spirit	will	build	a	wall.	It	is	divisive	and	destructive	at	the	core.	A	saying	we	use	
quite	often	at	Auburn	is	‘we	throw	ropes	and	not	rocks’.	Harsh	words	minister	
death.	Soft	words	minister	life.			
	



April	3:	Isaiah	1	
“The	ox	knows	its	owner	and	the	donkey	its	master’s	crib,	but	Israel	does	not	
know,	my	people	do	not	understand.”	Isaiah	1:3	
	
I	don’t	work	out	much,	but	I	have	heard	it	said	that	when	an	injury	occurs	one	
of	the	many	reasons	not	to	continue	in	spite	of	it	is	that	your	mind	will	
subconsciously	direct	your	muscles	to	adapt,	changing	your	motion	in	
extremely	subtle	ways	so	that	you	can	continue	working	without	using	the	
injured	area.	This	sounds	good,	but	it	often	leads	to	misuse	of	certain	small	
muscles	or	joints.	It	will	inevitably	lead	to	more	injury	and	significantly	
substandard	results,	but	your	brain	might	not	acknowledge	the	change	until	
it’s	too	late.	
	
When	Isaiah	was	serving	as	God’s	prophet	to	Israel,	the	people	had	maladapted	
to	their	situation.	They	had	split	the	promised	land	into	two	competing	
nations.	They	had	a	long	series	of	idolatrous	kings.	God’s	kingdom	of	priests	
was	wandering	farther	away	from	faithfulness,	but	they	didn’t	quite	realize	
how	far	they	had	gone.	Isaiah	was	tasked	with	giving	the	right	diagnosis	to	the	
problem	so	they	might	repent	and	find	healing	in	the	Lord.	And	that’s	what	we	
find	in	chapter	1,	a	laundry	list	of	spiritual	maladies	that	plagued	Israel.	“But	
Israel	does	not	know,	my	people	do	not	understand.”		
	
Looking	back	on	them,	it	is	easy	to	be	confused.	‘How	could	they	not	recognize	
their	godless	behavior?’	But	we	do	the	same	thing.	Segments	of	the	secular	
culture	seep	in	to	our	community,	and	we	make	tiny,	subconscious	
adaptations.	We	allow	pockets	of	sin	to	fester	among	us	unnoticed,	and	it	
multiplies	our	pain.	But	God	sends	us	his	word	offering	forgiveness	and	
healing.	In	Christ	we	are	invited	to	the	life	of	those	in	his	Kingdom	of	Heaven,	
blessed	living	according	to	his	design	and	plan.	This	isn’t	just	something	that	is	
far	off,	waiting	for	his	return.	His	Kingdom	is	invading	even	now.	Let	it	begin	in	
your	heart.	Repent.	Today	be	healed	and	further	restored	by	his	word.	
	
April	4:	Isaiah	2	
“All	the	nations	shall	flow	to	it,	and	many	peoples	shall	come	and	say,	‘Come,	let	
us	go	up	to	the	mountain	of	the	Lord.”	Isaiah	2:2-3	
	
In	examining	the	whole	book	of	Isaiah,	you	can	see	two	big	themes	throughout,	
the	judgment	of	the	Lord	against	the	sinful	ways	of	man	and	the	hope	of	a	



coming	salvation.	Really,	these	two	themes	run	throughout	scripture,	but	here	
they	are	condensed	into	one	nation’s	circumstances.	And	Christians	are	
familiar	with	these	themes.	They	are	at	the	center	of	almost	every	sermon	we	
hear.	However	many	Christians	have	come	to	think	about	them	in	completely	
upside	down	ways.	
	
It’s	common	for	us	to	think	about	how	God	judges	sin	because	it’s	not	what	he	
wants,	like	a	parent	disciplining	their	rebellious	child.	Then	we	think	about	
salvation	being	relief	from	that	discipline	and	an	automatic	realignment	of	our	
will	with	God’s.	Dallas	Willard	calls	this	“the	gospel	of	sin	management.”	This	
isn’t	entirely	wrong,	but	it	does	emphasize	the	wrong	things.		
	
Instead,	what	is	true	and	what	we	see	here	is	that	the	nature	of	sin	(behavior	
that	receives	God’s	judgment)	is	behavior	that	leads	to	our	destruction.	It’s	
judged	because	it	harms	us.	But	salvation	isn’t	escape	from	judgment.	It’s	when	
our	eyes	are	opened	to	the	righteous	way	of	living	that	strengthens	us	instead	
of	hurting	us.	One	day	God’s	Kingdom	will	be	raised	up	like	a	high	mountain,	
and	all	the	nations	will	clearly	see	that	his	ways	are	good.	They	will	be	drawn	
to	obedience	because	he	is	right.	Because	we	have	trusted	Christ,	we	should	
already	be	there.	We	are	progressively	being	transformed	to	live	in	his	
Kingdom,	but	instead	we	often	live	only	like	we’ve	just	escaped	judgment.	We	
still	live	our	lives	according	to	our	own	whims,	rejecting	the	righteous	path	of	
life,	so	we	miss	out	on	the	blessing	that	comes	from	obedience.	We	also	fail	to	
attract	others	to	the	blessed	life	before	the	final	judgment	is	complete.	“O	
house	of	Jacob,	come,	let	us	walk	in	the	light	of	the	world,”	(v.	5)	so	that	the	
nations	will	know	what	the	Kingdom	of	God	looks	like	even	before	it	is	finally	
raised	up!	
	
April	5:	Isaiah	3	
“For	behold,	the	Lord	God	of	hosts,	is	taking	away	from	Jerusalem	and	from	
Judah…”	Isaiah	3:1a	
	
When	God	brings	judgment	to	Jerusalem	and	Judah,	it	is	not	a	pretty	thing.	So,	
Isaiah	3	is	not	a	passage	of	encouragement,	rather	a	warning	of	the	judgment	
of	God	that	falls	upon	a	nation.	In	verse	8	the	Bible	says	‘Jerusalem	has	
stumbled	and	Judah	has	fallen.’			
	



This	judgment	includes	many	things.	In	the	beginning	of	chapter	3,	the	
judgment	begins	by	food	and	water	being	taken	away…the	necessities.	It	
moves	to	the	leadership.	Children	will	rise	to	positions	they	are	incapable	of	
leading	in.	Women	will	rise	to	rule.	We	see	many	examples,	like	Esther	and	
Deborah,	where	women	were	leading	nations.	But	this	type	of	leadership	is	one	
that	categorizes	children	and	women	into	positions,	entirely,	that	is	not	
healthy	for	the	good	of	the	nation.	The	qualifications	for	leadership	will	be	
based	upon	the	outward	appearance	rather	than	actual	leadership	qualities.		
Finally,	the	judgment	falls	upon	the	outwardly	adorned	women.	Verses	16-26	
detail	this	out.	Their	sweet	smell	will	stink.	Sashes	will	become	ropes.	Their	
flowing	hair	will	be	gone	and	they’ll	go	bald.	Rich	robes	become	sackcloth.			
The	point,	God’s	judgment	will	bring	us	to	the	lowest	point.	Every	luxury	or	
blessing	that	we	have	can	be	stripped	away	at	any	moment.	You	have	to	read	
chapter	4	to	find	the	‘good’	in	this.	Does	this	make	God	a	mean	and	hateful	
God?	No.	It	only	highlights	what	happens	when	we	try	to	live	out	of	our	own	
selfish	and	sinful	flesh.	As	we	see	the	end	of	living	out	of	our	own	selfishness,	
this	desperate	stage	points	us	to	the	grace	we	find	in	Jesus	as	we	yield	our	life	
to	him.	
	
April	6:	Isaiah	4	
“And	he	who	is	left	in	Zion	and	remains	in	Jerusalem	will	be	called	holy,	everyone	
who	has	been	recorded	for	life	in	Jerusalem,	when	the	Lord	shall	have	washed	
away	the	filth	of	the	daughters	of	Zion	and	cleansed	the	bloodstains	of	Jerusalem	
from	its	midst	by	a	spirit	of	judgment	and	by	a	spirit	of	burning.”	Isaiah	4:3-4	
	
Chapter	three	and	part	of	chapter	four	are	all	about	the	judgment	that	will	be	
carried	out	against	the	unfaithfulness	of	Israel.	But	Isaiah	does	never	leaves	the	
message	of	judgment	alone.	The	majority	of	this	short	chapter	focuses	again	on	
the	hope	that	was	promised	in	chapter	two	with	a	few	more	specifications.	
	
Now	Isaiah	proclaims	that	we	hope	in	restoration,	but	only	of	a	holy	and	
purified	Israel.	This	is	idea	presents	a	serious	challenge	to	our	modern	
sensibilities.	For	some	it	challenges	the	idea	that	everyone	who	is	a	‘good	
person’	gets	to	go	to	heaven.	Famously,	Jesus	says,	“I	am	the	way,	the	truth,	and	
the	life.	No	one	comes	to	the	Father	except	through	me,”	(John	14:6).	If	we	put	
our	faith	in	good	works,	we	will	find	only	destruction.	For	others	it	challenges	
the	idea	that	if	I	simply	decide	I’m	Christian,	then	my	spiritual	‘ticket	to	ride’	is	
secured.	God	intends	for	those	who	will	dwell	in	his	kingdom	to	be	sanctified	



after	they	have	been	justified.	This	process	is	compared	in	many	places	
throughout	scripture	to	the	refining	of	gold	(Isaiah	48:10,	Zechariah	13:9,	et	
al.).	Through	the	lifelong	pursuit	of	Kingdom	living,	we	are	made	more	and	
more	into	the	image	of	Christ;	we	are	sanctified.	Who	you	are	now	will	not	be	
who	you	are	then.	If	Jesus	is	your	Lord,	his	commands	will	cause	you	to	change.	
	
But	having	been	purified	and	completely	transformed,	we	will	live	in	the	
presence	of	God,	Isaiah	says.	This	new	city	of	Jerusalem	will	be	covered	in	the	
cloud	of	his	glory,	just	like	the	glory	that	led	Israel	through	the	wilderness	after	
the	Exodus.	The	difference,	though,	will	be	that	his	presence	will	be	all	
encompassing.	In	the	wilderness,	only	Moses	could	come	into	the	presence.	It	
led	the	people	as	a	column	when	they	travelled	to	the	promised	land.	Our	hope	
is	in	the	day	when	his	presence	will	be	all	around	us	and	with	us	as	we	live	out	
the	lives	we	were	created	for!	
	
April	7:	Isaiah	5	
“For	the	vineyard	of	the	Lord	of	hosts	is	the	house	of	Israel…He	looked	for	justice,	
but	behold,	bloodshed;	for	righteousness,	but	behold,	an	outcry!”	Isaiah	5:7	
	
This	might	be	the	most	depressing	chapter	we’ve	read	this	year!	Isaiah	spends	
the	whole	time	talking	about	how	faithless	the	people	of	God	have	been	and	
how	they	are	designated	for	destruction.	God’s	judgment	of	sin	is	examined	in	
two	sections	here.	
	
The	first	7	verses	are	a	like	an	Old	Testament	parable.	Isaiah	compares	Israel	
to	a	vineyard	that	the	Lord	planted.	He	tended	it	carefully,	set	up	strong	
boundaries	to	protect	it,	and	set	himself	a	watchtower	in	its	midst	so	that	he	
could	personally	guide	its	growth.	God	had	set	up	Israel	with	his	law,	a	
promised	land,	and	his	very	presence	in	their	midst.	Even	we	have	all	the	
ingredients	for	proper	fruit,	but	we	still	produced	sinfulness.	The	heart	of	the	
Lord	is	broken	by	sin.	
	
Then	come	a	list	of	woes	for	those	who	transgress	the	law	of	the	Lord.	Hell	has	
had	its	appetite	expanded	to	accommodate	our	godlessness	(v.	14).	The	great	
wealth	Israel	has	built	up	for	themselves	here	will	be	left	for	waste	after	their	
destruction	has	been	carried	out.	And	who	has	carried	out	this	destruction?	
The	godless	nations	in	whom	they	had	sought	refuge.	Why	did	God	go	that	far	
to	wipe	out	what	he	had	so	carefully	built?	Why	do	the	consequences	of	our	



sins	and	those	of	our	forebears	still	haunt	us?	
	
The	Lord	is	just	and	good,	always.	When	he	sees	his	work	polluted	by	sin,	he	
will	not	allow	it	to	persist.	Israel	was	exiled	so	that	a	new	Israel	could	be	built	
up	that	was	not	plagued	by	sin.	Jesus	is	the	first	citizen	of	this	new	nation,	and	
he	is	raising	up	a	new	population	by	his	power.	Sin	is	not	judged	and	punished	
because	God	wants	to	get	revenge.	He	is	doing	it	so	that	his	creation	might	be	
restored	to	his	perfect	standard,	that	we	might	accurately	reflect	his	glory.	
That	is	what	we	are	designed	for.	That	is	his	passion,	and	he	will	see	it	carried	
out	to	eternity.	
	
April	8:	Isaiah	6	
“Then	I	said,	‘How	long,	o	Lord?’	And	he	said:	‘Until	cities	lie	waste	without	
inhabitant,	and	houses	without	people,	and	the	land	is	a	desolate	waste.’”		
Isaiah	6:11	
	
Isaiah	6	is	one	of	the	most	preached	chapters	in	the	Bible.	Listening	to	Isaiah’s	
commissioning	we	hear	it	echo	into	our	own	lives,	calling	us	to	serve	the	
spread	of	God’s	message.	But	often	preachers	cut	the	chapter	short.	We	don’t	
often	hear	the	specific	message	that	Isaiah	had	to	preach.	But	the	message	he	
preaches	bears	hearing	for	us.	
	
The	Lord’s	message	through	Isaiah	is	not	a	cheerful	one,	not	one	of	hope	for	
those	who	would	receive	it	directly.	God	proclaims	that	Israel	must	repent,	but	
that	their	hearts	will	only	harden	as	they	hear	it.	In	fact	Isaiah’s	purpose	is	to	
harden	their	hearts.	By	preaching	to	a	crowd	who	will	not	hear,	Isaiah	will	
demonstrate	that	the	people	are	utterly	idolatrous,	worshipping	only	their	
own	desires.	And	God	decrees	that	this	will	be	his	message	until	the	land	is	
completely	destroyed.	Only	a	tiny	remnant	will	be	left	behind	of	what	God	had	
built	up.	But	why	is	this	an	important	message	for	us	to	hear?	
	
What	Isaiah	preaches	does	come	to	pass.	Israel	is	conquered	by	the	
Babylonians,	and	the	people	are	carried	away	until	the	nation	is	essentially	
empty,	burned	to	the	ground.	The	people	of	Israel,	and	we,	needed	to	see	that	
left	only	with	the	law	of	God,	we	could	never	be	his	people.	We	cannot	live	up	
to	his	perfect	standard.	The	nation	of	Israel	proved	that.	Now	we	know	for	
certain	that	by	ourselves	we	live	in	death,	our	best	efforts	only	producing	
destruction.	But	that	is	not	where	God	has	left	us.	The	seed	that	comes	forth	



from	that	stump	is	Jesus	Christ,	and	by	his	death	and	resurrection	we	can	have	
citizenship	in	God’s	heavenly	Kingdom.	Each	of	us	must	see	our	own	destiny	in	
Israel	if	we	are	to	truly	turn	in	utter	dependence	on	the	Lord.	But	when	we	do	
we	know	that	he	will	restore	us	to	his	righteousness	and	anchor	our	soul	with	
his	own	hand.	If	we	cannot	rest	entirely	in	him,	then	we	can	only	count	
ourselves	among	the	hard-hearted.	
	
April	9:	Proverbs	16	
“All	the	ways	of	man	are	pure	in	his	own	eyes,	but	the	Lord	weighs	the	spirit.”	
Proverbs	16:2	
	
My	wife	loves	to	cook,	so	she	usually	makes	dinner.	Some	nights,	though,	I	
decide	to	cook	dinner	for	her	to	show	her	that	I	love	her.	Sounds	like	good	
intentions,	right?	Unfortunately	I	normally	get	halfway	into	a	recipe	before	I	
realize	that	I’ve	done	something	wrong	or	skipped	a	step	or	we	don’t	have	
some	crucial	ingredient,	and	the	dinner	is	ruined.	So	instead	of	helping,	I’ve	
made	a	mess.	This	isn’t	a	perfect	example	of	what	is	in	focus	in	the	first	few	
verses	of	Proverbs	16,	but	it	does	give	us	a	place	to	start.	
	
Often	we	make	decisions	based	on	what	we	intuitively	think	is	the	right	thing	
to	do.	We	punish	our	children,	we	make	deals	in	business,	we	respond	to	our	
spouse	in	conversations,	and	we	do	it	all	based	on	what	feels	right	in	the	
moment.	Sometimes	our	motivation	is	good.	We	might	want	to	avoid	a	
situation	that	would	compromise	our	holiness.	Sometimes	our	motivation	is	
bad.	We	may	want	to	get	revenge	for	the	way	we	were	treated.	Most	times	
there	is	a	mixture	of	good	and	bad	in	our	responses.	When	we	discipline	a	
child,	we	do	it	because	we	want	them	to	walk	rightly,	but	we	often	let	anger	or	
impatience	spill	into	our	response.		
	
Every	choice	we	make	comes	from	a	sin-stained	mind.	They’re	based	on	our	
own	limited	perspective.	These	factors	lead	us	to	make	bad	decisions	on	our	
own,	but	the	Bible	reminds	us	that	we	don’t	have	live	that	way.	We	have	access	
to	the	Holy	Spirit.	His	purpose	is	to	guide	us	into	the	perfect	will	of	God.	So	why	
wouldn’t	we	soak	even	small	decisions	in	prayer?	If	we	live	utterly	dependent	
on	him,	we	are	blessed	at	every	step	(v.	20).	He	will	establish	his	people	on	
sure	ground	(v.	3).	So	your	plans	may	start	in	your	own	heart,	but	take	them	
before	the	Lord	before	they	come	to	pass	on	your	tongue	so	that	he	can	
examine	and	refine	them	for	his	glory.		



April	10:	Genesis	21	
“Who	would	have	said	to	Abraham	that	Sarah	would	nurse	children?	Yet	I	have	
borne	him	a	son	in	his	old	age.”	Genesis	21:7	
	
In	Genesis	21,	a	great	promise	is	realized	in	the	birth	of	Isaac,	and	Sarah	says,	
“Who	would	have	said	to	Abraham	that	Sarah	would	nurse	children?	Yet	I	have	
borne	him	a	son	in	his	old	age.”	How	many	times	have	we	reflected	back	on	the	
past	and	God's	fulfillment	of	promises	and	made	statements	or	had	thoughts	
similar	to	Sarah's?	
	
I	never	thought	I'd	see	the	day	when	…	(you	fill	in	the	blank).	God	is	a	Promise	
Keeper,	but	He	does	it	in	a	way	sometimes	that	is	simply	surprising.	Maybe	
help	comes	from	an	unexpected	source.	Maybe	help	comes	in	a	totally	different	
way.	Maybe	the	very	thing	you	said	you'd	never	do	is	what	you're	doing	and	
you	suddenly	realize	it.	God	has	a	sense	of	humor.	That	sense	of	humor	coupled	
with	His	knowledge	of	what	is	best	for	us	makes	life	really	sweet	sometimes.	
Sometimes	surprisingly	sweet.	
	
April	11:	Genesis	22	
“Take	your	son,	your	only	son	Isaac,	whom	you	love,	and	go	to	the	land	of	Moriah,	
and	offer	him	there	as	a	burnt	offering	on	one	of	the	mountains	of	which	I	shall	
tell	you.”	Genesis	22:2	
	
The	story	of	Abraham	being	asked	to	sacrifice	Isaac	is	one	of	the	most	
incredible	yet	disturbing	moments	in	the	Bible.	Abraham	was	asked	to	sacrifice	
his	most	treasured	possession,	his	son.	Why	would	God	ask	such	a	thing?	
	
The	answer	to	that	question	gets	at	the	root	of	what	it	means	to	be	a	God-
follower.	The	first	two	commandments	given	by	God	are	always	at	stake.	We	
are	always	struggling	against	putting	God	first	and	not	having	any	idols	in	our	
lives.	I	believe	God	asked	this	incredible	yet	disturbing	thing	of	Abraham	to	
help	him	fully	understand	the	first	two	commandments	later	given	to	Moses	
and	the	people	–	God	first	and	God	only.	
	
What	is	your	most	treasured	possession?	Would	you	be	willing	to	take	the	
symbolic	knife	and	kill	it?	Could	you	live	without	it?	Does	it	get	in	the	way	of	
being	a	God–follower?	It's	a	hard	thing	to	think	about	based	on	our	answer	for	
that	most	treasured	possession,	but	God	demands	His	followers	to	place	Him	



first	above	all	else.	
	
April	12:	Genesis	24	
“By	this	I	shall	know	that	you	have	shown	steadfast	love	to	my	master.”		
Genesis	24:14	
	
Be	nice!	We	hear	this	admonition	when	we	are	toddlers,	but	maybe	we	should	
be	reminded	again	from	time	to	time.	This	may	be	a	somewhat	surprising	take	
on	what	happens	in	Genesis	24,	but	it	strikes	me	as	very	out	of	the	ordinary	
when	I	see	Rebekah's	actions	toward	Isaac's	servant.	
	
The	servant	basically	asks	for	God	to	show	him	a	girl	who	would	be	nice	to	him	
-	a	person	who	would	go	out	of	their	way	to	see	someone	else's	need	and	take	
the	time	to	meet	it.	
	
Rebekah	didn't	always	act	nice	as	we	see	later	on	in	the	story,	but	at	least	in	
this	instance,	she	stopped,	saw	a	weary	traveler	and	then	acted	in	a	way	to	
serve	him	instead	of	focusing	on	what	she	needed	to	get	accomplished	in	that	
moment.	Those	actions	changed	her	life	as	the	servant	recognized	that	God	had	
answered	his	prayer.	What	may	happen	to	change	your	life	today	if	you	just	
chose	to	be	nice?	
	
April	13:	Proverbs	17	
“A	joyful	heart	is	good	medicine,	but	a	crushed	spirit	dries	up	the	bones.”	
Proverbs	17:22	
	
In	2	Corinthians	4:8	Paul	says,	“We	are	afflicted	in	every	way,	but	not	crushed,”	
when	talking	about	how	we	deal	with	the	persecution	of	sin	and	its	
consequences	in	this	life.	By	the	time	you’ve	reached	adulthood	you’ve	seen	
enough	of	the	world	that	you	feel	the	weight	of	it	all.	Each	of	us	have	faced	
different	instances	of	difficulty;	divorce,	illness,	failed	pregnancy	or	
barrenness,	losing	a	job.	My	own	first	response	in	crisis	is	simply	to	ignore	the	
pain	and	work	harder	to	resolve	the	issue.	But	sometimes	working	harder	just	
can’t	solve	a	problem.	Sometimes	the	medicine	has	no	effect.	Sometimes	having	
the	tough	conversation	with	your	spouse	leads	to	no	resolution.	Then	the	
burden	is	at	its	heaviest.	You’ve	gone	as	far	as	you’re	able,	and	you	are	still	
trapped.	What	happens	in	your	heart	then?	
	



For	me	it	has	been	heartbreak.	I	don’t	like	to	call	it	depression	because	I	know	
people	who	have	clinical	depression,	and	that’s	a	completely	different	thing,	
but	on	a	different	scale	it	looks	a	lot	like	depression.	It’s	hard	to	go	in	to	work.	
Relationships	are	strained.	You	just	put	on	a	face	and	make	it	through	the	day.	
This	proverb	wants	to	prepare	us	for	those	moments.	If	our	joy	is	derived	from	
any	source	other	than	God,	we	will	lose	ourselves	to	sin	in	that	moment.	
Whether	it’s	our	relationships,	our	success	in	work,	our	respect	among	our	
peers,	or	anything	else,	it	will	fail	us	at	some	point.	When	God	is	at	the	center	of	
our	joy,	we	know	we	can	walk	through	the	moments	of	heartbreak.	The	Bible	
doesn’t	ask	us	to	deny	our	sadness,	but	there	should	never	be	hopelessness.	
We	are	the	sons	and	daughters	of	the	King!	He	is	still	enthroned	over	heaven	
and	earth.	His	hand	still	holds	you.	“Take	heart,”	Jesus	says	to	you	and	I,	“I	have	
overcome	the	world,”	(John	16:33).	Without	him,	we	will	get	lost	in	the	deserts	
of	discontentment.	Setting	our	eyes	on	Jesus,	we	can	slog	our	way	back	from	
misery	to	joy.	
	
April	14:	1	Thessalonians	1	
“We	give	thanks	to	God	always	for	all	of	you,	constantly	mentioning	you	in	our	
prayers,	remembering	before	our	God	and	Father	your	work	of	faith	and	labor	of	
love	and	steadfastness	of	hope	in	our	Lord	Jesus	Christ.”	1	Thessalonians	1:2-3	
	
When	Paul	begins	his	letter	to	the	church	at	Thessalonica,	he	starts	off	by	
encouraging	them.	He	rejoices	that	the	people	of	Thessalonica	are	clearly	being	
led	through	life	by	the	Holy	Spirit.	He	mentions	specifically	their	works	
through	faith	in	love	and	their	steady	hope	in	Christ	in	spite	of	severe	
persecution.	The	only	way	this	news	comes	to	him	is	that	the	people	around	
this	church	have	taken	notice	and	sent	word	back	to	him.	Because	the	gospel	
has	come	in	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	convicted	them,	their	salvation	is	
assured.	Therein	lies	the	challenge	for	us.	
	
The	Thessalonians	have	assurance	and	hope	because	of	how	the	Spirit	has	
already	worked	in	and	through	them.	They	have	done	more	than	just	assent	to	
the	word	of	the	gospel,	they	have	allowed	it	to	take	root	in	their	hearts	and	
begin	to	transform	how	they	live.	The	gospel	convicted	them	of	the	idolatry	
that	they	once	lived	in.	Now	their	faith	goes	forth	in	the	world	around	them	
demonstrating	God’s	glory	to	the	nations.	
	



If	you	have	seen	that	kind	of	Spirit-work	in	your	heart,	you	too	should	be	
encouraged.	You	are	already	working	out	your	salvation	(Philippians	2:12),	but	
rest	assured	that	God	isn’t	finished	with	you	yet!	Paul	might	have	stopped	his	
letter	here	if	the	Thessalonians	were	a	finished	product,	but	he	has	more	to	say	
to	them,	and	he	has	more	to	say	to	us.	There	is	coming	a	day	when	the	Spirit	
will	be	done	transforming	us	(Philippians	1:6),	but	it	hasn’t	arrived	yet.	Pray	
that	God	might	open	your	eyes	to	idols	that	still	stand	in	the	throne	room	of	
your	heart.	Ask	his	Spirit	to	give	you	strength	and	wisdom	to	knock	them	down	
and	drag	them	out	so	that	only	“the	living	and	true	God”	(v.	9)	is	the	only	one	
who	remains.	
	
April	15:	1	Thessalonians	2	
“For	you	are	our	glory	and	joy.”	1	Thessalonians	2:20	
	
This	last	verse	of	chapter	2	really	summarizes	Paul’s	heart	to	the	church	at	
Thessalonica.	You	can	use	chapter	2	as	an	outline	of	what	preaching	the	gospel	
in	obedience	looks	like.	Many	times	the	conditions	around	us,	the	situations	in	
our	life	and	the	sheer	forward-looking	persecution	might	cause	us	to	focus	on	
ourselves	and	not	share	our	faith.	But	Paul’s	example	here	is	that	his	eyes	are	
on	a	greater	prize	and	he	simply	is	obedient	in	spite	of	his	circumstances.	He	
begins	by	sharing	how	they	brought	the	gospel	to	them	while	being	persecuted	
in	Philippi.	He	came	to	them	and	didn’t	tell	them	what	they	wanted	to	hear,	but	
apparently	‘stepped	all	over	their	toes’	by	preaching	the	gospel.	Paul’s	deep	
intent	was	real	conversion	and	his	passionate	love	for	the	people	was	on	
display.	Paul	said	the	message	was	much	like	a	father	loves	for	his	own	
children.	It’s	not	always	easy	but	it’s	always	good.	Paul	continues	by	praising	
the	church	that	they	didn’t	get	offended	or	turn	away	the	gospel,	rather	they	
embraced	it.	Because	of	their	obedience	to	the	gospel,	Paul	acknowledged	the	
worldly	persecution	that	they	also	suffered	from	this.		
	
Paul’s	message	was	not	that	if	you	surrender	to	Jesus	that	things	will	become	
rosy.	Our	view	of	surrender	looks	much	the	same.	Following	Jesus	is	costly	and	
is	not	always	easy.	Just	look	at	what	Paul	went	through	to	get	the	gospel	to	this	
people!	His	final	words	in	this	chapter	reveal	the	heartbeat	we	should	have	of	
following	Jesus.	He	says	‘glory’	and	‘joy’	come	because,	in	spite	of	the	
difficulties	and	persecutions,	the	gospel	has	gone	forth	in	power!	And	it’s	
worth	it	for	one	more	to	come	to	repentance	and	follow	Jesus.			
	



April	16:	1	Thessalonians	3	
“We	sent	Timothy,	our	brother	and	God’s	coworker	in	the	gospel	of	Christ,	to	
establish	and	exhort	you	in	your	faith,	that	no	one	be	moved	by	these	afflictions.	
For	you	yourselves	know	that	we	are	destined	for	this.”	1	Thessalonians	3:2-3	
	
The	circumstances	behind	this	letter	reveal	the	meaning	in	this	chapter.	When	
Paul	and	Silas	first	came	to	Thessalonica,	they	drew	many	people	to	faith,	so	
many	that	the	local	power	structures	felt	threatened	and	began	persecuting	
them	heavily.	It	was	such	a	problem	that	Paul	and	Silas	had	to	flee	the	city	
entirely.	They	had	not	been	able	to	come	back	for	quite	a	while,	so	they	sent	an	
emissary	to	find	out	what	had	become	of	the	church	since	they	left.	They	were	
confident	the	persecution	would	not	stop,	but	the	question	was	how	the	church	
of	God	would	hold	up	under	it.		
	
The	faith	of	the	Thessalonians	had	not	wilted	at	all	under	the	heat	of	Satan’s	
pursuit!	They	had,	in	fact,	continued	to	flourish	and	grow.	So	one	takeaway	we	
have	for	this	passage	is	that	we	can	persevere	through	hardship	and	be	
amazed	as	we	see	the	gospel	grow,	but	that’s	not	all	we	see	here.	Paul’s	focus	at	
the	end	of	chapter	three	is	the	love	that	wells	up	in	him	for	this	people	when	he	
hears	about	all	this.	His	passion	to	see	them	increases	when	he	hears	of	their	
challenges	and	successes	in	spite	of	them.	It’s	like	a	parent	whose	love	for	their	
children	is	enflamed	when	they	witness	the	child	overcome	some	obstacle.	
We’ve	all	been	touched	by	stories	of	people	who	overcome	medical	
disadvantages	to	accomplish	great	things,	and	these	emotions	arise	over	
complete	strangers!	We	don’t	need	to	fear	persecution	in	our	midst,	because	
we	can	anticipate	it	causing	our	love	for	one	another	to	multiply	as	the	gospel	
goes	forth.	We	can	boldly	share	how	we	are	struggling	because	the	victory	that	
the	Spirit	will	bring	will	encourage	those	around	us	to	continue	on	in	their	own	
ministry.	Look	for	opportunities	to	share	the	ways	God	is	dominating	sin	in	
your	life	so	that	others	might	praise	him	and	grow	in	faithfulness.	
	
April	17:	1	Thessalonians	4	
“Finally,	then,	brothers,	we	ask	and	urge	you	in	the	Lord	Jesus,	that	as	you	
received	from	us	how	you	ought	to	walk	and	to	please	God,	just	as	you	are	doing,	
that	you	do	so	more	and	more.”	1	Thessalonians	4:1	
	
One	of	the	most	challenging	things	about	the	gospel	is	not	the	initial	act	of	
accepting	Christ;	it’s	usually	much	more	challenging	to	surrendering	anew	to	



him	every	day	and	in	every	way.	Our	initial	commitment	to	him	is	sometimes	
motivated	by	a	fear	of	Hell;	sometimes	it’s	an	emotional	decision	made	at	the	
height	of	his	Spirit’s	convicting.	Paul	reminds	the	Thessalonians,	though,	that	
what	God	intends	is	that	each	day	more	and	more	of	our	lives	are	surrendered	
to	his	service.	In	verse	4	he	talks	about	it	in	terms	of	body	control.	It	is	as	if	our	
bodies	are	temples	with	many	rooms.	Before	we	submit	to	Christ,	each	of	these	
rooms	is	occupied	by	our	own	sinful	desires.	Then	we	choose	to	give	Jesus	the	
right	to	each	and	every	one	of	them,	but	the	sin	must	be	driven	out.	It	doesn’t	
all	happen	at	once.	In	fact,	some	of	the	rooms	are	very	heavily	fortified	and	the	
sin	is	incredibly	hard	to	oust.	Some	of	the	rooms	have	sin	we	don’t	even	
recognize	hiding	out	in	there.	The	process	of	purifying	my	temple	will	take	a	
lifetime,	but	that	is	what	I’ve	committed	to,	“For	God	has	not	called	us	for	
impurity,	but	in	holiness,”	(v.	7).		
	
But	Paul	wants	to	reassure	us	that	once	we	have	committed	ourselves	to	this	
work,	God	will	not	abandon	us.	Beginning	in	verse	13	he	assures	the	
Thessalonians	that	those	that	have	already	died	will	not	miss	out	on	Christ’s	
victorious	return,	and	neither	will	we.	Once	he	has	taken	root	in	our	heart,	the	
Lord	will	not	let	one	of	us	fall	away	(John	10:28).	Whether	Jesus	returns	
tomorrow	or	in	a	thousand	years,	we	are	assured	that	we	will	be	renewed	in	
mind,	body,	and	spirit	to	the	creation	as	God	intended	from	the	beginning.	So	
continue	on	in	discipline.	Keep	you	body	under	control.	Run	the	race	that	you	
may	obtain	the	prize	(1	Corinthians	9:24-27).	
	
April	18:	1	Thessalonians	5	
“He	who	calls	you	is	faithful;	he	will	surely	do	it.”	1	Thessalonians	5:24	
	
Paul	closes	out	this	letter	talking	about	our	ultimate	hope,	Jesus’	final	
victorious	return.	No	one	knows	when	that	final	day	will	come.	It’s	going	to	
catch	the	lost	world	completely	off	guard,	as	if	they	were	asleep.	Their	mindset	
is	that	everything	is	going	well	for	them,	that	they	have	nothing	from	which	to	
repent.	“There	is	peace	and	security,”	(v.	3)	in	their	own	mind,	but	we	know	the	
reality.	We	are	children	of	light.	The	true	nature	of	things	is	laid	plainly	before	
us.	Our	sinful	nature	is	causing	all	kinds	of	danger	and	discomfort,	and	the	Lord	
is	coming	to	drive	sin	out	of	this	world.	Because	we	are	awake,	it	is	our	
purpose	to	alert	as	many	as	we	can	to	this	impending	judgment	in	love	(v.	11).		
	



We	must	be	organized	to	be	effective.	We	have	our	pastors	and	deacons,	
teacher,	parents,	husbands	and	fathers.	These	are	the	ones	God	has	made	
responsible	to	be	on	the	frontlines,	displaying	righteousness	and	calling	others	
to	it.	But	each	of	us	can	fulfill	this	purpose	by	demonstrating	righteous	living.	
We	are	already	citizens	of	this	kingdom	that	has	not	yet	come.	We	ought	to	live	
accordingly!	Our	habits,	our	culture,	our	way	of	life	ought	to	reflect	the	nature	
of	this	kingdom.	We	ought	to	be	billboards	for	the	blessing	of	a	life	submitted	
to	God.	Because	“he	who	calls	you	is	faithful,”	(v.	24).	He	will	surely	keep	his	
promise	to	return.	So	take	your	light	into	a	dark	world	and	ferry	others	into	his	
open	arms.	
	
April	19:	Proverbs	18	
“A	man	of	many	companions	may	come	to	ruin,	but	there	is	a	friend	who	sticks	
closer	than	a	brother.”	Proverbs	18:24	
	
In	verse	24	Solomon	deals	with	friendship.	People	have	different	personalities.	
Some	are	introverts,	and	some	are	extroverts.	Some	are	outgoing	and	are	able	
to	have	and	make	many	friends.	Some	people	simply	are	not.				
	
Solomon	teaches	a	very	important	lesson	about	desiring	friends.	Perhaps	many	
parents	have	used	this	proverb	to	teach	children	about	friends.	He	simply	says	
if	you	want	to	have	a	friend,	you	must	also	be	a	friend.	Many	times	the	problem	
lies	in	‘who’	we	want	to	be	our	friend.	Maybe	it’s	the	popular	person	or	the	
more	social	person	or	the	person	who	is	friends	with	the	most	people.	And	too	
many	times	people	are	focused	more	on	‘who’	they	want	to	be	their	friend,	
rather	than	being	a	friend	to	someone	who	also	might	need	a	friend.	And	
because	of	that	we	miss	out	on	the	opportunity	God	gives	us	to	be	a	blessing	to	
someone	else.			
	
The	main	theme	in	this	proverb,	however,	is	not	about	friends	we	have	or	don’t	
have	in	our	life.	Because,	as	most	parents	have	dealt	with	in	raising	children,	
even	the	best	of	friends	will	let	you	down	or	disappoint	you.	So	Solomon	points	
out	the	fact	that	‘there	is	a	friend	who	sticks	closer	than	a	brother’.	While	the	
world	may	let	you	down,	and	friends	may	come	and	go,	the	Lord	Jesus	is	that	
friend	that	will	always	be	there	for	you.	He	will	never	leave	you,	and	He	will	
never	forsake	you.	You	can	talk	to	Him	at	any	time,	and	He	will	listen	to	you.	
His	advice	is	always	right.	His	words	are	always	true.	His	heart	is	always	for	
you.	His	ways	are	never	wrong.	And	His	wisdom	is	insurmountable.	His	name	



is	Jesus,	and	he	desires	to	be	that	friend	in	our	life	that	we	are	yearning	and	
eager	for.	Trust	him	today.	
	
April	20:	Joel	1	
“Awake,	you	drunkards,	and	weep…Lament	like	a	virgin	wearing	sackcloth…Be	
ashamed…wail…Alas	for	the	day!	For	the	day	of	the	Lord	is	near,	and	as	
destruction	from	the	Almighty	it	comes.”	Joel	1:5-15	
	
When	was	the	last	time	that	you	wept	over	your	own	sin?	I’m	not	asking	when	
the	last	time	was	that	your	sin	got	exposed,	and	you	were	ashamed.	I’m	asking	
when	was	the	last	time	you	were	so	acutely	aware	of	how	you	have	wronged	
the	Lord	that	it	brought	you	to	tears?	More	often	than	not	we	don’t	understand	
the	magnitude	of	our	sins.	We	deal	with	them	on	a	scale	of	severity,	and	we	
have	a	limited	view	of	their	consequences,	so	we	often	brush	off	our	guilt.	But	
the	Lord	sees	all	the	consequences	of	humanity’s	sins.	They	are	piled	up	before	
him	as	a	stinking	offering	of	rejection.	We	hurt	each	other	with	no	regard	for	
the	perfect	plan	he	laid	out	for	us.	By	our	sins,	large	and	small,	we	perpetuate	
the	lie	that	we	are	our	own	lords,	that	we	can	right	the	wrongs	in	our	lives.		
	
But	we	are	fools,	and	all	that	lies	before	us	on	this	path	is	the	kind	of	famine	
that	came	to	Israel.	It	may	not	manifest	itself	as	locust	swarms,	but	each	sin,	
from	little	white	lies	to	double	homicide,	leaves	behind	decay.	If	God’s	gracious	
invitation	to	live	his	righteous	life	isn’t	enough	to	motivate	your	pursuit	of	him,	
take	a	serious	look	in	the	mirror	at	the	sin	that	still	sullies	your	heart.	Try	to	
understand	the	utter	rebellion	against	God	that	even	the	“smallest”	
transgressions	represents.	Weep,	mourn,	lament	because	of	the	pain	you	have	
caused	in	God’s	good	creation.		
	
And	then,	only	after	you	have	rightly	assessed	your	relationship	to	God,	should	
you	go	to	him	with	a	promise	of	repentance.	Don’t	bring	him	another	gift	of	
false	humility	and	then	ignore	his	just	demand	for	your	obedience.	But	rest	
assured	that	if	you	have	honestly	come	to	him	that	he	is	waiting	with	open	
arms!	He	wants	to	see	your	heart	turn	away	from	even	respectable	sins	
because	he	wants	nothing	of	pain	for	you.	He	wants	to	bless	you!	You	are	his	
chosen	one,	so	aim	to	live	that	way!	
	
	
	



April	21:	Joel	2	
“You	shall	eat	in	plenty	and	be	satisfied,	and	praise	the	name	of	the	Lord	your	
God,	who	has	dealt	wondrously	with	you.”	Joel	2:26	
	
Yesterday	Joel	called	us	to	mourn	our	own	sin	for	the	destruction	that	it	leaves	
behind.	Now	he	calls	us	to	sound	the	alarm	that	those	around	us	might	be	
warned	of	the	same	destruction.	(The	order	of	operations	here	is	important!	
See	Matthew	7:3-5.)	Knowing	sorrow	over	our	own	sin,	dreading	its	
consequences,	we	should	also	weep	over	the	lostness	of	our	neighbors.	The	
army	of	the	Lord	described	here	is	not	something	we	should	want	for	anyone.	
We	should	have	the	same	desire	for	their	salvation	that	the	Lord	does	(2	Peter	
3:9).	So	we	speak	to	them	in	love,	calling	them	to	repentance	as	they	have	seen	
us	live	it	out.		
	
And	we	have	reason	to	believe	that	they	might	be	attracted	to	repentance	
because	of	what	God	promises	follows	when	we	rend	our	hearts	and	not	just	
our	garments	(v.	13).	The	Lord	will	take	pity	on	our	helpless	estate!	“I	will	
restore	to	you	the	years	that	the	swarming	locust	haws	eaten,”	(v.	25).	I	love	
this	promise	because	it	is	the	story	of	redemption.	It’s	not	just	that	God	wants	
to	forgive	and	forget,	he	wants	to	restore	above	and	beyond	what	we	had	
previously!	Like	the	father	welcomes	his	prodigal	son,	the	Lord	waits	to	put	a	
ring	on	our	finger	and	feast	with	us.	But	perhaps	the	most	incredible	promise	
is	that	his	Spirit	is	poured	out	on	us.	We	are	empowered	to	serve	his	kingdom	
with	gifts	that	are	unavailable	to	those	who	stand	on	their	own.	Who	could	
resist	this	package?	But	we	must	allow	the	world	to	connect	the	dots	in	our	
lives,	from	sinful	rebellion	to	Spirit	filled	power.	Sound	the	alarm!	Call	
attention	to	God’s	transformative	power	in	your	life!	
	
April	22:	Joel	3	
“What	are	you	to	me,	O	Tyre	and	Sidon,	and	all	the	regions	of	Philistia?	Are	you	
paying	me	back	for	something?	If	you	are	paying	me	back,	I	will	return	your	
payment	on	your	own	head	swiftly	and	speedily.”	Joel	3:4	
	
When	the	Lord	starts	to	speak	to	Israel’s	enemies,	he	points	out	in	them	the	
attitude	that	is	at	the	bottom	of	all	our	sin.	When	we	choose	our	own	path	over	
God’s	we	have	placed	ourselves	over	him	in	wisdom.	We	have	taken	into	
account	his	status	as	creator	and	sustainer	of	all	things	and	disregarded	his	
will	because	we	have	counted	ours	as	more	expedient	for	our	purposes.	It’s	as	



if	we’re	saying	to	God,	‘Thanks	for	the	gift	of	life,	but	I	don’t	need	you	to	guide	
me	today.	I’ve	got	this	on	my	own.	You	can	keep	your	gifts	to	yourself.’	It’s	as	if	
we	think	we	can	get	out	of	our	indebtedness	to	him.	But	we	forget	that	we	only	
have	the	power	to	take	these	rebellious	steps	because	he	continues	to	will	that	
we	have	feet.		
	
But	there’s	coming	a	day	when	the	Lord	will	invite	those	who	oppose	him	to	
meet	him	in	glorious	battle.	He	will	allow	them	to	use	every	ounce	of	their	
strength	to	stand	against	him	and	his	armies.	Spoiler	alert:	It’s	not	even	going	
to	be	close.	The	winepresses	of	his	wrath	will	overflow	as	he	tramples	out	their	
evil.	And	all	the	while	those	of	us	who	have	chosen	to	submit	and	be	blessed	in	
following	him	will	find	refuge.	We	will	find	bliss	in	his	holy	city.	The	evil	that	
has	plagued	us	since	Adam	and	Eve	will	be	avenged,	and	the	lowly	will	be	
raised	up.	“Blessed	are	those	who	are	persecuted	for	righteousness’	sake,	for	
theirs	is	the	kingdom	of	heaven,”	(Matthew	5:10).	Praise	God	for	he	is	the	giver	
of	every	good	gift,	even	to	those	who	have	done	nothing	to	deserve	them!	
	
April	23:	Proverbs	19	
“A	false	witness	will	not	go	unpunished,	and	he	who	breathes	out	lies	will	not	
escape.”	Proverbs	19:5	
	
One	of	the	most	common	topics	in	Proverbs	is	lying	(see	6:19,	12:19,	13:5,	
14:5,	17:20,	19:1,	26:28,	et	al.).	In	this	chapter	alone	it	is	addressed	7	times.	It’s	
interesting	that	so	much	time	is	spent	on	such	a	basic	idea.	‘Lying	is	bad’	is	one	
of	the	first	things	we	teach	children.	You	would	think	that	adults	would	not	
need	such	diligent	reminding	about	it,	but	here	the	Bible	lays	it	out	for	us	so	
plainly	that	verses	5	and	9	are	almost	the	same.	Just	in	case	you’ve	missed	the	
point,	let	me	say	it	again;	Lying	is	bad.	
	
If	you	really	think	about	it,	though,	lying	pervades	our	daily	lives.	There	are	the	
straight	up	lies	we	tell	to	advance	our	own	agenda	in	sales,	relationships,	or	
around	the	office.	There	are	little	white	lies	we	tell	to	save	someone’s	feelings	
or	avoid	conflict.	We	lie	to	ourselves	about	our	flaws.	We	lie	to	God	about	our	
willingness	to	obey,	our	passion	for	him,	our	desire	to	submit	to	him.	We	lie	to	
kids	about	Santa	Claus	and	the	Tooth	Fairy.	Lies	of	omission	count	too,	when	
we	don’t	tell	the	truth	even	though	we	know	it.	We	do	it	so	much	that	we	don’t	
even	think	about	it	anymore.	Sometimes	we	aren’t	even	aware	that	we’ve	done	
it.	It	is	second	nature	to	us.	



	
We	absolutely	need	the	constant	reminders	from	Scripture.	We	need	a	
billboard	in	front	of	us	so	that	we	remember	that	even	though	lying	often	
creates	an	easy	pathway	forward,	it	never	ends	in	blessing.	Being	wholly	
committed	to	the	truth	is	a	much	harder	way	forward.	It	requires	us	to	trust	
one	another.	It	requires	being	slower	to	speak.	It	means	we	have	to	think	
harder	about	what	we	say.	It	means	we	will	bump	into	more	conflict,	but	as	we	
all	cling	to	God’s	grace	we	will	also	hopefully	find	more	resolution.	Pray	that	
the	Holy	Spirit	would	guard	your	tongue	from	this	plague.	Ask	him	to	guide	
your	speech	so	that	it	honors	God.	
	
April	24:	Psalm	50	
“The	one	who	offers	thanksgiving	as	his	sacrifice	glorifies	me;	to	one	who	orders	
his	way	rightly	I	will	show	the	salvation	of	God!”	Psalm	50:23	
	
In	Psalm	50,	the	Psalmist	begins	by	emphasizing	that	God	is	majestic	(vv.	1,2,	6,	
11).	The	Psalmist	is	using	God’s	majesty	as	a	foundation	from	which	we	choose	
to	worship	him	and	honor	him	as	the	righteous	Judge.	In	this	passage,	two	
things	are	specifically	addressed	by	God:	1)	the	type	of	sacrifice	God	desires	is	
thankfulness	and	2)	God	expects	those	who	claim	Him	to	obey	Him.	In	verses	
7-15	God	is	rebuking	worshippers	because	they	were	offering	heartless	
sacrifices.	They	had	the	mindset	that	God	needed	their	sacrifices	(v.	12).	God	
reminded	them	that	he	needs	nothing	from	them.	God	did	many	great	things	
for	Israel,	and	the	correct	response	to	His	grace	on	their	behalf	was	gratitude.	
God	calls	out	another	group	claiming	to	be	God's	people	(v.	16),	but	they	ignore	
God's	Word	and	keep	company	with	sinners	(vv.	17-18).	God	reminds	them	
that	judgment	day	will	come	(v.	21)	and	there	will	be	no	recovery	from	it		
(v.	22).			
	
The	majesty	of	God	should	cause	us	to	worship	Him,	but	it	should	also	cause	us	
to	revere	Him	and	question	whether	our	hearts	are	giving	Him	the	worship	He	
is	worthy	of.	Sometimes	the	routine	of	church	can	lead	us	to	think	that	God	
needs	our	praise	or	that	He	is	incomplete	without	it,	but	our	God	is	100%	self-
sufficient.	As	a	matter	of	fact,	we	have	done	nothing	to	deserve	God's	grace.	
Every	time	we	worship,	we	should	remind	ourselves	that	we	are	completely	
dependent	upon	God.	When	we	do	this,	our	hearts	become	thankful,	and	our	
worship	becomes	right.	God's	majesty	should	also	remind	us	that	how	we	live	
matters.	God	is	a	good	judge,	and	He	will	punish	those	who	cast	His	Word	aside	



or	practice	wickedness.	Remember,	if	you	have	given	your	life	to	Christ,	then	
you	have	had	an	encounter	with	the	majestic	King	over	all	of	creation.	Because	
of	this,	your	life	and	practices	should	be	different.	Let	us	be	a	people	who	are	
captivated	by	the	majesty	of	our	God	and	let	it	show	in	our	lives!		
	
April	25:	Psalm	51	
“Have	mercy	on	me,	O	God,	according	to	your	steadfast	love;	according	to	your	
abundant	mercy	blot	out	my	transgressions.”	Psalm	51:1	
	
The	guilt	and	the	shame	that	accompany	our	transgressions	can	be	
devastating.	Terrifying	thoughts	run	through	our	mind.	Can	God	forgive	this?	
Can	God	use	me	in	ministry?	Does	God	love	me?	While	sin	is	wrong,	and	
conviction	is	a	healthy	feeling,	Psalm	51	provides	us	with	hope	when	guilt	and	
shame	attack	us.	Psalm	51	is	the	prayer	David	sins	with	Uriah	and	Bathsheba	
(2	Sam.	11).	Because	of	this	sin,	David	had	to	face	the	death	of	his	child	and	the	
reality	that	his	reign	would	always	be	marked	by	turmoil	(2	Sam.	12).	
However,	out	of	this	dark	time	came	one	of	the	most	beautiful	chapters	in	the	
entire	Bible.			
	
David's	prayer	begins	where	ours	should.	When	he	calls	for	God's	mercy,	he	
asks	on	the	basis	God's	character,	not	his	performance.	If	God	were	to	give	us	
forgiveness	only	when	we	earned	it,	we	would	NEVER	receive	it!	We	have	
access	to	God’s	blessings	because	our	God	has	“steadfast	love”	and	“abundant	
mercy”	(v.	1).	David	then	acknowledges	how	sinful	he	really	is	in	vv.	3-6.	As	
Christians	we	should	acknowledge	just	how	bad	our	sin	really	is	instead	of	
defending	it.	Next,	David	asks	the	Lord	to	do	what	only	He	can:	clean	and	
restore	Him	(vv.	7-12).		Our	restoration	comes	when	we	recognize	that	only	
God	can	save	us.	Finally,	in	response	to	the	Lord's	salvation,	David	says	that	he	
will	teach	sinners	the	ways	of	God	(v.	13)	and	that	he	will	offer	the	kind	of	
sacrifices	God	wants:	a	broken	and	contrite	heart	(v.	17).			
	
Our	worship	should	be	the	same.	Our	sin	is	never	too	great	to	be	forgiven	
because	it	is	based	on	Jesus	and	His	character.	God	can	fix	you,	and	He	is	the	
only	one	who	can.	God	can	use	you	and	your	story,	even	the	ugly	parts,	to	lead	
sinners	to	Himself.		God	does	want	your	worship,	that	of	a	broken	and	contrite	
heart.		And	finally,	God	still	loves	you	and	God	still	wants	you.	You	were	born	
sinful	and	yet	He	loved	you.	Nothing	has	changed.			
	



April	26:	Psalm	52	
“I	will	thank	you	forever,	because	you	have	done	it.	I	will	wait	for	your	name,	for	
it	is	good,	in	the	presence	of	the	godly.”	Psalm	52:9	
	
Have	you	noticed	that	our	world	doesn't	really	care	about	the	truth?	It	often	
seems	like	most	of	the	people	in	our	world	don’t	care	what	comes	out	of	their	
mouth	at	all.	Vulgarity,	deceit,	mockery,	and	name-calling	are	common-place	in	
our	day.	It's	frustrating	when	people	speak	of	things	that	are	important	to	us	in	
ways	that	are	dishonorable	or	perverse.	Yet,	we	must	not	let	this	affect	our	
poise	or	our	confidence	in	the	Lord.			
	
The	Psalmist	noted	that	many	in	his	day	were	using	their	tongue	to	bring	
destruction,	evil,	and	deceit.	But	no	matter	how	evil	their	speech	is,	God's	love	
endures	(v.	1).	Usually	we	don’t	think	of	these	two	themes	as	opposites,	but	the	
Psalmist	connects	them	in	this	chapter.	James	3	tells	us	that	the	tongue	is	able	
to	cause	all	sorts	of	trouble,	and	that	it	is	able	to	set	the	course	of	one's	life	on	
fire.	In	this	chapter	God	wants	us	to	understand	that	no	matter	what	His	people	
are	hearing,	His	love	is	going	to	endure.	God	can	bear	up	under	our	slander.	It	
does	not	matter	how	sinful	the	language	in	mainstream	media	gets.	It	does	not	
matter	how	much	the	belief	in	God	is	mocked	by	atheists	and	scientists.	It	does	
not	matter	how	deceitful	our	nation	becomes.	It	does	not	matter	that	
Christians	are	faced	with	lies	about	God	on	a	regular	basis.	God,	His	love,	and	
His	kingdom	are	going	to	endure.	He	doesn't	despair	about	what	others	say	
about	Him	and	neither	should	His	people.	We	need	not	despair	because	our	
God	will	reign	forever	in	victory,	regardless	of	what	people	say	about	Him.	And	
those	who	trust	in	his	steadfast	love	of	God	will	get	to	experience	Him	and	His	
love	forever.		Don’t	be	discouraged	by	what	you	hear	from	the	world.	Let	us	be	
emboldened	and	enlivened	by	what	we	know:	God's	love	endures	forever.			
	
April	27:	Psalm	53	
“They	have	all	fallen	away;	together	they	have	become	corrupt;	there	is	none	who	
does	good,	not	even	one.”	Psalm	53:3	
	
You	have	to	be	careful	when	using	the	Psalms	to	build	your	theology.	The	
Psalms	use	poetic	language	and	are	often	more	concerned	with	revealing	the	
feelings	of	the	Psalmist	rather	than	delivering	precise	doctrine.	However,	Paul	
cited	this	passage	in	Romans	3:10-12	as	doctrine.	In	this	chapter	we	see	just	
how	spiritually	depraved	mankind	really	is.	The	Psalmist	teaches	us	that	there	



is	no	person	who	has	ever	lived	(except	for	Jesus)	that	naturally	understands	
God,	seeks	after	Him,	or	does	good,	“not	even	one.”	It’s	important	to	
understand	this	truth	because	it	ties	in	with	why	God	saves	us	in	the	manner	
He	does.	We	truly	have	nothing	to	offer	God	for	our	salvation.		He	saves	each	
and	every	individual	by	His	grace,	and	not	by	our	merit.	And	praise	God	that	He	
does	save	us	by	His	grace,	because,	as	this	passage	reveals,	nobody	could	enjoy	
salvation	if	it	was	up	to	anyone	but	God	alone.			
	
Another	important	truth	is	that	total	depravity	is	a	worldwide	sickness	that	
has	affected	every	person	that	has	ever	lived	and	it	continues	to	affect	those	
who	have	not	placed	their	faith	in	Jesus.		Sometimes,	we	as	Christians	expect	
those	who	are	not	believers	to	behave	or	believe	in	a	manner	that	honors	God,	
but	as	this	passage	reveals,	they	are	unable	to	do	anything	godly!	Often	we	get	
upset	over	the	foul	language	that	comes	out	of	people's	mouths,	or	for	the	
sinful	practices	that	this	generation	believes	and	supports.	These	things	should	
upset	us,	but	they	should	not	lead	us	to	bicker,	fight	with,	or	look	down	upon	
those	who	do	them.	Instead,	let	the	evidence	of	sin	in	their	lives	cause	you	to	
mourn	their	soul.	Pray	for	them!	We	cannot	expect	those	who	do	not	know	God	
to	live	like	He	wants	them	to!	Pray	that	they	would	be	saved	by	the	grace	of	
God	and	repent	of	these	evils.	Just	like	you	and	your	salvation,	they	have	
nothing	to	offer	God	and	desperately	need	Him	to	intervene	in	their	lives.	
	
April	28:	Psalm	54	
“Behold,	God	is	my	helper;	the	Lord	is	the	upholder	of	my	life.”	Psalm	54:4	
	
Whenever	trouble	finds	you	(hopefully	you're	not	looking	for	it!),	where	do	
you	look	for	aid?	Generally,	the	weaker	moments	of	our	life	reveal	what	we	
trust	to	save	us	from	trouble.	Whenever	we're	sick,	we	see	a	doctor.	Whenever	
we	are	scared	in	the	dark	we	cling	to	a	flashlight.	During	emergency	situations,	
we	trust	the	police	or	fire	department.	During	inclement	weather,	we	trust	
Matt	Laubhan.			
	
Spiritually,	this	holds	true	as	well.	Whether	we	are	Christians	or	not,	whenever	
we	find	ourselves	amidst	trouble,	pain	or	stress,	we	run	to	whatever	we	think	
will	set	us	free	from	trouble,	pain,	or	stress.	When	the	future	looks	bleak,	or	the	
idea	of	being	unable	to	afford	a	certain	quality	of	life	creeps	in,	some	will	think	
that	their	money	will	save	them	from	future	trouble.	When	some	people	face	
trauma	or	stress,	they	trust	that	some	substance	(i.e.	food,	drugs,	alcohol,	



pornography,	material	possessions,	television,	etc)	will	give	them	relief.	Our	
actions	reveal	what	we	truly	trust	in	the	midst	of	our	distress.	What	do	you	run	
to?	Who	should	you	run	to?	
	
Psalm	54	is	a	song	of	David	when	Saul	and	his	men	were	attempting	to	kill	
David.	David	did	not	trust	in	his	intelligence	or	his	talent.	He	did	not	place	his	
faith	in	his	skill	as	a	warrior	or	the	warriors	who	gathered	around	him.	David	
trusted	in	God	as	his	helper.	Do	you	run	to	the	Lord	whenever	trials	find	you?		
Do	you	trust	the	Lord	whenever	when	darkness	surrounds	you?	The	greatest	
resource	is	available	to	you	in	your	time	of	need:	God.	Like	David,	God	often	
lets	us	experience	dark	and	difficult	times,	and	be	assured	that	hard	times	will	
come	to	you.	Will	you	trust	God	to	save	you?	Will	you	allow	Him	to	deliver	you?		
	
April	29:	Psalm	55	
“Cast	your	burden	on	the	LORD,	and	he	will	sustain	you;	he	will	never	permit	the	
righteous	to	be	moved.”	Psalm	55:2	
	
King	David	endured	many	highs	and	lows.	He	is	remembered	for	his	
miraculous	victory	over	Goliath,	for	his	military	victories,	and	for	being	a	man	
after	God's	own	heart.	He	also	experienced	much	pain.	He	was	hunted	by	
someone	he	had	much	respect	for	(Saul).	He	lost	his	best	friend	Jonathan	to	
war.	His	wife,	Michal,	was	taken	from	him	and	given	to	another	man	(1	Sam	
25:44).	After	winning	her	back,	she	despised	him	because	of	the	manner	in	
which	he	worshipped	(2	Sam	6:16-20).	The	case	of	David's	adultery	is	well	
known	and	was	a	dark	time	in	his	life.	One	of	David's	sons,	Amnon,	raped	his	
half-sister,	Tamar.	Absalom,	Tamar's	full	brother,	killed	Amnon	in	revenge.	
Absalom	later	led	a	revolt	against	David	and	tried	to	take	the	throne	from	his	
father,	leading	to	a	civil-war	of	sorts,	and	David's	men	killed	Absalom.			
	
The	truth	is	that	all	of	us	are	well	acquainted	with	pain,	grief,	and	loss.	Sin	has	
devastated	our	world,	and	just	as	in	David's	case,	even	those	close	to	us	are	
capable	of	causing	us	much	heartache.	Even	if	your	loved	ones	do	not	betray	
you,	there	will	come	a	day	when	we	lose	them	to	the	grave,	and	that	hurts	too.	
There	will	be	moments	where	you	will	feel	just	as	David	did	when	he	said	“My	
heart	is	in	anguish	within	me;	the	terrors	of	death	have	fallen	upon	me”	(v.	4).	
In	these	moments	of	inner	turmoil,	it	is	easy	to	want	to	give	up	spiritually	–	to	
doubt	God's	goodness	and	not	be	faithful	to	Him.	When	these	thoughts	arise,	
do	as	David	did	and	have	faith	in	God's	care	for	you.	He	sustains	those	who	cast	



their	cares	upon	Him,	and	He	will	not	let	you	be	shaken	no	matter	how	difficult	
or	painful	the	situation	might	be	(v.	22).	If	you	are	doubting	God's	care	for	you,	
read	Romans	8:26-39.	You'll	see	that	the	Lord	is	in	control,	He	can	use	your	
struggle	for	your	good,	and	there	is	nothing	that	can	separate	you	from	His	
Love.			
	
April	30:	Proverbs	20	
“Blows	that	wound	cleanse	away	evil,	strokes	make	clean	the	innermost	parts.”	
Proverbs	20:30	
	
Children	often	need	reminding	that	they	are	not	the	center	of	the	universe.	
They	rip	toys	out	of	another’s	hands	because	it’s	“mine.”	They	throw	fits	in	the	
grocery	store	because	mom	won’t	buy	the	cereal	they	want.	The	sob	when	it	
comes	time	to	clean	the	peas	off	the	plate.	Whenever	the	world	pushes	back	
against	their	will,	they	lash	out.	It’s	at	this	moment	that	the	parent	ought	to	
step	in	with	some	strong	discipline.	The	child	isn’t	the	center	of	the	world	or	
even	of	the	family,	and	it’s	an	important	lesson	they	can	only	learn	over	time.	A	
stern	word,	a	spank,	or	a	glare	might	lead	to	tears	of	a	different	kind,	but	it’s	
the	best	thing	for	them	over	time.	
	
Because	parents	are	the	ones	who	administer	these	disciplines,	they	often	
think	they’re	done	receiving	them.	Starting	when	we’re	teenagers,	we	expect	
discipline	to	come	only	from	within,	so	it’s	hard	for	us	to	receive	and	grow	
from	the	discipline	of	the	Lord.	Sometimes	it	comes	from	the	conviction	of	the	
Holy	Spirit	through	the	Bible.	Sometimes	the	Lord	sends	a	friend	to	confront	
us.	Often	a	spouse	is	used	to	administer	the	discipline.	More	often	than	not,	it’s	
not	physical	as	it	is	with	kids,	but	each	of	us	needs	a	wound	that	can	cleanse	
from	time	to	time.	We	need	to	be	reminded	that	we	are	not	the	center	of	God’s	
universe.	We	do	not	determine	his	course	of	action	or	ours.	He	has	the	
authority	over	us.	His	way	is	right.	“Today,	if	you	hear	his	voice	do	not	harden	
your	hearts,”	(Hebrews	3:7)	because	“for	the	moment	all	discipline	seems	
painful	rather	than	pleasant,	but	later	it	yields	the	peaceful	fruit	of	
righteousness	to	those	who	have	been	trained	by	it,”	(Hebrews	12:11).	
	
May	1:	Romans	1	
“For	I	am	not	ashamed	of	the	gospel,	for	it	is	the	power	of	God	for	salvation	to	
everyone	who	believes,	to	the	Jew	first	and	also	to	the	Greek.	For	in	it	the	



righteousness	of	God	is	revealed	from	faith	for	faith,	as	it	is	written,	“The	
righteous	shall	live	by	faith.””	
Romans	1:16-17	
		
These	two	verses	caused	a	man	named	Martin	Luther	to	rethink	salvation,	and	
the	world	hasn't	been	the	same	since.	Why	are	they	so	powerful?	When	you	
read	this	passage,	do	you	immediately	want	to	evaluate	your	life	in	light	of	how	
comfortable	you	are	(or	not)	in	being	a	person	who	understands	the	basis	for	
salvation	(faith)	and	proclaims	the	Gospel	by	faith	by	the	way	you	live?	I	have	
these	questions	when	I	read	it:	Am	I	ashamed	of	it?	Do	I	share	it?	Is	it	the	
centerpiece	of	my	life?	Am	I	proclaiming	it	with	my	actions?	Am	I	proclaiming	
it	with	my	mouth?	Do	I	really	live	by	faith?	
		
Those	are	heavy	questions.	Paul	could	say	that	he	wasn't	ashamed,	and	it's	
probably	because	he	knew	the	depth	of	the	power	of	the	Gospel	as	is	stated	in	
the	next	phrase.	It's	the	power	for	what?	Salvation.	Our	eternal	destiny	hinges	
on	the	power	of	the	Gospel	and	our	acceptance	of	it.	Have	you	accepted	the	
Gospel?	If	so,	are	you	living	it	out?	Remember	that	the	power	that	raised	Jesus	
from	the	dead	lives	in	you	to	be	able	to	live	it	out.	“If	the	Spirit	of	him	who	
raised	Jesus	from	the	dead	dwells	in	you,	he	who	raised	Christ	Jesus	from	the	
dead	will	also	give	life	to	your	mortal	bodies	through	his	Spirit	who	dwells	in	
you,”	(Romans	8:11).		
		
May	2:	Romans	2	
“For	no	one	is	a	Jew	who	is	merely	one	outwardly,	nor	is	circumcision	outward	
and	physical.	But	a	Jew	is	one	inwardly,	and	circumcision	is	a	matter	of	the	heart,	
by	the	Spirit,	not	by	the	letter.	His	praise	is	not	from	man	but	from	God.”	
Romans	2:28-29	
		
Are	you	a	Jew?	Do	you	want	to	be	a	Jew?	What	does	that	question	really	ask	
anyway?	The	Jews	were	God's	chosen	people	…	His	chosen	ones	for	
relationship	and	His	vessel	for	blessing.	Review	those	first	two	questions	again.	
Do	have	a	different	answer?	
		
Let's	explore	circumcision	of	the	heart.	Hopefully	you	know	what	circumcision	
is,	so	that	no	explanation	is	needed.	(Whew!)	But	how	do	you	do	that	to	the	
heart?	It	means	your	heart	has	been	"cut"	by	the	holy	hand	of	God.	Gone	is	the	
old	self.	The	new	self	has	arrived	that	wars	with	your	sin	nature	along	with	the	



Spirit	of	God	living	inside	you	to	please	Him	now	instead	of	yourself.	Your	
heart	has	been	altered	for	the	better.	It's	been	cut	to	the	core	and	it	realizes	the	
depth	of	your	sin	and	where	you'd	be	without	God's	intervention.	Praise	God	
for	the	circumcision	of	your	heart!	Live	in	light	of	it	for	the	world	to	see	so	they	
can	also	have	this	same	life-altering	surgery.		
		
May	3:	Romans	3	
“As	it	is	written:	“None	is	righteous,	no,	not	one;”	
Romans	3:10	
“For	all	have	sinned	and	fall	short	of	the	glory	of	God,”	
Romans	3:23	
		
If	you	have	not	marked	Romans	3:23	and	the	"Romans	Road"	follow-up	to	that	
verse,	Romans	6:23,	go	ahead	and	do	it	now.	As	Christians,	there	are	many	
things	we	have	in	common.	A	possible	first	thing	is	the	realization	that	we	are	
sinful	people	and	without	excuse	when	it	comes	to	God's	judgment.	At	some	
point	in	our	lives,	everyone	who	has	become	a	child	of	God	has	to	surrender	to	
the	idea	that	we	are	full	of	sin.	It's	the	first	step	to	a	real	salvation	experience.	
We	don't	have	to	understand	everything	about	salvation	and	the	give	of	eternal	
life,	but	we	do	have	to	come	to	the	right	conclusion	that	we	are	flawed	from	the	
very	outset.	
		
After	salvation,	we	continue	to	live	in	light	of	the	fact	that	we	are	still	sinful,	but	
God	has	made	a	way	for	reconciliation	through	Jesus	Christ.	And	when	we	ask	
Him	to	forgive	our	sins,	we	are	not	saved	all	over	again,	just	put	back	in	right	
relationship	with	Him.	The	problem	with	many	of	us	is	that	we	don't	continue	
to	confess	our	sin,	repent	and	ask	God	to	forgive	us	so	our	relationship	can	
remain	strong	with	Him.		
		
Does	your	relationship	to	God	seem	to	have	lost	its	luster?	Does	it	seem	flat?	
Are	you	in	a	lull?	Are	you	living	in	the	valley?	Maybe	it's	because	you	haven't	
gone	to	your	Heavenly	Father	in	a	while	and	taken	the	steps	necessary	to	
restore	the	relationship.	You	haven't	lost	your	salvation.	You've	just	gotten	off	
track	and	need	to	deal	with	your	sin.	God	will	forgive	if	we	will	ask	and	we	can	
once	again	be	in	right	relationship	with	Him.		
		
	
	



May	4:	Romans	4	
“For	the	promise	to	Abraham	and	his	offspring	that	he	would	be	heir	of	the	world	
did	not	come	through	the	law	but	through	the	righteousness	of	faith.”		
Romans	4:13		
		
As	Romans	3	sets	up	the	need	for	each	person	to	understand	they	are		a	sinner,	
by	verse	26	the	chapter	begins	to	elaborate	on	what	it	takes	to	deal	with	sin	
and	be	considered	righteous	in	the	eyes	of	God.	Verse	26	says	‘he	(Jesus)	did	it	
(became	the	sacrifice	of	atonement)	to	demonstrate	his	righteousness	at	the	
present	time,	so	as	to	be	just	and	the	one	who	justifies	those	who	have	faith	in	
Jesus.’	
		
Chapter	4	continues	the	faith	discussion	using	Abraham	as	the	example.	He	
became	righteous	not	because	he	followed	the	law	or	because	he	was	
circumcised,	but	because	he	"believed	God"	(4:3).	Faith	in	Jesus	means	we	
believe,	but	that	belief	is	backed	up	by	the	fact	that	we	are	willing	to	act	on	that	
belief.	It's	stronger	than	just	knowing.	Even	the	demons	believe	and	shudder,	
yet	they	are	not	children	of	God.	They	don't	believe	to	the	point	where	they	
trust	in	God	as	their	deliverer	and	act	on	that	belief.		
		
The	old	example	of	the	tightrope	walker	who	walked	across	a	large	expanse	
several	times	to	the	crowds	applause.	He	did	it	over	and	over	again	and	asked	
the	crowd	each	time	if	they	believed	he	could	walk	across?	The	crowd	each	
time	chanted,	"We	believe!	We	believe!"	After	several	trips	back	and	forth,	the	
strength	of	one	person's	belief,	whether	it	was	strong	enough	to	be	considered	
faith,	came	into	play	when	he	asked	the	person	if	they	would	get	in	a	wheel	
barrel	and	go	with	him.	To	get	in	the	wheel	barrel	took	faith	in	the	tightrope	
walker.	Have	you	gotten	into	the	wheel	barrel	with	Jesus?	How	much	do	you	
trust	Him?	Do	you	trust	Him	in	the	bad	times	as	well	as	the	good?	
		
May	5:	Romans	5	
“But	God	shows	his	love	for	us	in	that	while	we	were	still	sinners,	Christ	died	for	
us.”	Romans	5:8		
	
Two	days	ago	we	focused	on	Romans	3:23	and	the	truth	that	all	who	have	
accepted	salvation	first	came	to	the	understanding	that	they	were	sinners.	
Yesterday,	Romans	4:13	presented	the	truth	that	one	is	justified	by	faith,	not	



by	anything	one	can	do.	Romans	5:8	is	the	link	between	the	realization	of	sin	in	
Chapter	3	and	the	gift	that	Romans	6:23	presents.		
		
The	truth	of	God's	love	is	unexplainable	and	the	depth	of	it	is	unattainable.	We	
may	not	even	fully	understand	His	love	even	when	we	get	to	heaven.	There,	
He'll	still	be	God	(obviously)	and	we'll	be	changed,	but	we	won't	be	on	God's	
level.	His	love	is	something	that	was/is	not	only	a	truth,	but	was	demonstrated.	
It	was	shown	to	us.	
		
Even	while	we	were	still	sinners	-	while	we	were	still	liars,	thieves,	God-haters,	
adulterers,	murderers,	idolaters,	fornicators,	lovers	of	self,	prideful,	
disobedient,	spoiled	children	who	spit	in	the	face	of	God	after	receiving	His	
blessings	-	even	in	spite	of	all	that	and	more,	He	still	loves	us	and	
demonstrated	and	demonstrates	His	love.	He	demonstrated	His	love	on	the	
cross.	He	demonstrates	His	love	by	tarrying	and	delaying	the	second	return	of	
Christ	and	giving	more	people	the	opportunity	to	come	to	the	knowledge	of	His	
Son.	
		
"What	a	love.	What	a	cost.	We	stand	forgiven	at	the	cross."	What	a	love,	indeed.	
	
May	6:	Proverbs	21	
“Every	way	of	a	man	is	right	in	his	own	eyes,	but	the	Lord	weighs	the	heart.”	
Proverbs	21:2	

We	always	think	we’re	right.	Whenever	I	do	something,	I	do	what	I	think	will	
be	best	for	me	and	mine.	You	may	think	that	some	people	deliberately	hurt	
loved	ones	or	break	the	rules,	and	there	is	no	way	these	people	think	they	are	
“right.”	However,	we’re	often	willing	to	make	choices	that	may	harm	others	
because	the	perceived	benefit	is	worth	it	in	our	own	eyes.	That’s	how	all	
humanity	acts.	Proverbs	14:12	says,	“There	is	a	way	that	seems	right	to	a	man,	
but	its	end	is	the	way	to	death.”	The	writer	provides	multiple	individuals	who	
think	that	their	actions	are	justified.	The	wicked	think	their	pride	or	violence	is	
right	(vv.	4,	7).	Those	who	are	impoverished	thought	their	haste	was	the	
correct	course	of	action	(v.	5).	The	unmerciful	person	thinks	that	their	
deafness	toward	the	poor	is	right	(v.	13).	Historically,	even	evil	men	like	Hitler	
or	Dr.	Kevorkian	thought	their	actions	were	right.	However,	man	is	not	the	
judge	of	what	is	right	and	wrong.	It	is	the	Lord	who	weighs	the	heart	and	
determines	what	is	morally	right.		



Matthew	was	able	to	summarize	Jesus'	message	as	“Repent,	for	the	kingdom	of	
heaven	is	at	hand”	(4:17).	When	Jesus	came	preaching	repentance,	he	was	
calling	for	everyone	to	stop	doing	what	they	thought	was	right	in	their	own	
eyes	and	to	trust	Him	and	His	right-ness.	As	believers	we	confess	that	we	were	
actually	wrong	in	how	we	led	our	lives,	and	now	we	trust	Jesus	as	the	one	who	
is	right.	Our	need	for	repentance	did	not	stop	when	we	began	following	Jesus.	
We	constantly	need	to	repent	of	our	former	habits,	thought	patterns,	beliefs,	
and	actions.	Practice	repentance	by	testing	your	heart	and	mind.	Investigate	
whether	you	are	living	based	on	what	you	think	is	right	or	what	Jesus	says	is	
right.	As	we	practice	repentance,	we	become	more	like	Jesus	and	the	kind	of	
person	mentioned	in	verse	21:	“Whoever	pursues	righteousness	and	kindness	
will	find	life,	righteousness,	and	honor.”	
	
May	7:	Exodus	7	
“By	this	you	shall	know	that	I	am	Yahweh:	behold,	with	the	staff	that	is	in	my	
hand	I	will	strike	the	water	that	is	in	the	Nile,	and	it	shall	turn	into	blood.”	
Exodus	7:17	
	
We	restart	the	Exodus	story	right	as	the	conflict	with	Egypt	begins.	These	
chapters	are	often	thought	of	as	a	battle	between	Moses	and	Pharaoh	or	God	
and	Pharaoh,	but	the	question	is	already	settled	between	these	parties.	Moses	
will	lead	Israel	out	of	Egypt	because	that	is	what	God	has	demanded.	God	is	
going	to	harden	Pharaoh’s	heart	so	that	he	will	not	listen.	He	is	devoted	to	
destruction.	So	why	go	through	the	rigmarole	of	plagues	if	the	matter	is	
already	decided?	Verse	5	says,	“The	Egyptians	shall	know	that	I	am	Yahweh,	
when	I	stretch	out	my	hand	against	Egypt	and	bring	out	the	people	of	Israel	
from	among	them.”	God’s	purpose	is	clear.	It	is	his	desire	for	the	nations	to	
know	that	Yahweh	is	the	one	true	God.	All	others	are	false.		
	
Through	the	10	plagues,	Yahweh	hammers	away	at	the	myth	of	Egypt’s	
idolatry.	The	first	one	he	strikes	is	the	most	important	to	the	Egyptians	in	a	
practical	sense,	the	Nile	River.	Because	Egypt	is	settled	in	a	desert,	it	is	entirely	
reliant	on	the	Nile	for	life	and	commerce.	No	crops	will	grow	without	it.	Goods	
produced	far	from	the	coast	cannot	be	economically	transported	without	it.	
Egypt	was	a	major	economic	and	military	power	at	the	time,	but	only	because	
the	Nile	made	it	possible.	In	one	instant	Yahweh	strikes	at	the	heart	of	Egypt’s	
national	foundation.	All	life	that	depends	on	the	Nile	is	immediately	in	
jeopardy	because	it	has	turned	to	blood.	God	goes	straight	to	the	crux	of	the	



matter.	Egypt	is	no	god.	The	Nile	is	no	god.	These	things	only	prosper	because	
one	with	power	over	them	allows	them	to	exist.	
	
As	we	will	see,	each	plague	strikes	at	the	heart	of	Egypt’s	security	in	their	own	
power,	but	Pharaoh	and	his	people	will	remain	stubbornly	posed	against	the	
Lord.	What	we	are	going	to	witness	is	the	immense	power	of	God	arrayed	
against	the	pride	of	man.	Watch	for	your	own	gods	in	these	chapters,	and	see	
how	Yahweh	will	knock	them	aside	with	ease.		
	
May	8:	Exodus	8	
“Moses	said	to	Pharaoh,	“Be	pleased	to	command	me	when	I	am	to	plead	for	you	
and	for	your	servants	and	for	your	people,	that	the	frogs	be	cut	off	from	you	and	
your	houses	and	be	left	only	in	the	Nile.”	And	he	said,	“Tomorrow.”	Moses	said,	
“Be	it	as	you	say,	so	that	you	may	know	that	there	is	no	one	like	the	LORD	our	
God.”	Exodus	8:9-10	
	
Yesterday	we	saw	how	God	worked	against	the	economic	heart	of	Egypt,	
turning	the	Nile	River	to	blood.	As	the	2nd,	3rd,	and	4th	plagues	unfold	the	
Egyptians	began	to	see	how	Yahweh’s	power	could	reach	into	their	very	
homes,	their	place	of	comfort	and	personal	security.	Before	the	frogs	came	up,	
Moses	made	clear	to	Pharaoh	that	this	problem	would	even	reach	into	his	own	
bedroom.	No	one	in	the	nation	would	be	spared.	(There	is	no	record	of	
Pharaoh	rejecting	Moses	here,	but	his	response	is	a	foregone	conclusion.)	
Interestingly,	though,	the	Lord	allows	Pharaoh	to	determine	when	the	plague	
will	stop!	This	would	be	another	opportunity	to	remove	doubt	about	who	was	
at	work	here.	If	Pharaoh	could	name	his	own	date	of	freedom	from	God’s	
power,	then	it	couldn’t	be	simply	a	natural	disaster.	But	his	heart	remains	hard.	
	
Then	God	makes	it	clear	that	his	power	is	beyond	the	power	of	Pharaoh’s	
magicians.	The	wrath	of	Yahweh	against	them	is	no	mere	trick.	It	finally	
became	clear	beyond	doubt	that	there	was	a	divine	hand	stretched	out	against	
them.	And	with	the	4th	plague,	the	Israelites	are	separated	out.	There	is	no	
question	who	this	God	favors.	Moses’	words	ought	to	be	heeded,	but	Pharaoh’s	
heart	remains	hard.	
	
Most	often	the	thing	that	shakes	us	into	action	is	an	attack	on	our	status	quo.	
When	the	normal,	every	day	schedule	is	rattled	by	sin,	we	get	serious	about	
change.	We	pray	the	hardest	when	we	are	scared	or	uncomfortable.	When	the	



money	dries	up	(your	Nile	turns	to	blood)	or	division	splits	your	house	(got	a	
frog	in	your	bed?)	our	attention	is	violently	turned	to	the	Lord.	What	should	it	
take	for	God	to	gain	your	obedience?	How	well	do	you	know	his	power?	God	
has	given	us	his	command.	His	word	is	clear	in	our	lives.	Do	you	live	in	right	
relationship	to	him	because	of	his	authority,	or	are	you	waiting	for	another	
sign?	
	
May	9:	Exodus	9	
“But	as	for	you	and	your	servants,	I	know	that	you	do	not	yet	fear	Yahweh,	God.”	
Exodus	9:30	
	
Why	do	we	think	we	can	trick	God?	What	is	it	about	him	that	we	think	we	can	
put	on	an	act,	and	he’ll	believe	us?	Because	we	do	that	all	the	time.	We	lie	to	
him	about	our	motivations	when	we	give	charitably	or	when	we	share	‘prayer	
requests.’	We	lie	to	him	about	repentance	when	we’re	caught	in	the	
consequences	of	sin.	We	lie	to	him	when	we	come	to	church	and	sing	the	songs	
and	pray	the	prayers	without	meaning	it.		
	
All	the	while	we	acknowledge	with	our	heads	that	he	is	omniscient,	that	he	
knows	all	things	(Psalm	139).	We	teach	even	our	youngest	that	lying	is	bad.	
That’s	not	what	God	does	(Numbers	23:19),	but	still	we	do	it.	What	would	
cause	us	to	do	that?		
	
For	some,	they	think	that	God	is	far	away	and	doesn’t	pay	much	attention	to	
them.	Others	think	that	God	just	wants	to	hear	you	say	the	right	thing	so	he	can	
check	off	the	box.	Others	ignore	God’s	power	and	righteousness	altogether,	and	
they	don’t	care	that	they	lie	to	him.	Most	don’t	even	consider	that	they	haven’t	
got	God	fooled	because	really	they’ve	fooled	themselves.	They	are	their	own	
god,	and	they	are	much	more	gullible.	
	
Pharaoh	had	not	fooled	anyone.	Even	though	the	plague	would	be	stopped,	it	
was	not	because	God	was	unsure	what	Pharaoh	would	do	next.	God	intended	
to	use	Pharaoh’s	choices	to	demonstrate	his	glory.	The	wrath	of	Yahweh	was	
flexed	because	Pharaoh’s	heart	was	hard.	What’s	the	next	chapter	in	your	own	
story?	Is	your	heart	going	to	stay	hard?	Will	you	continue	to	lie	to	the	Lord	of	
all	creation?	True	repentance	can	be	hard.	It	can	be	embarrassing.	It	can	be	a	
long	process,	but	it	is	the	only	pathway	to	being	lifted	out	of	slavery	to	sin.	The	
Lord	is	not	impressed	with	heartless	worship.	If	you	don’t	mean	it	when	you	



speak	to	him,	it	would	be	better	just	to	keep	that	mouth	shut.		
	
May	10:	Exodus	10	
“Our	livestock	also	must	go	with	us;	not	a	hoof	shall	be	left	behind,	for	we	must	
take	of	them	to	serve	Yahweh,	our	God,	and	we	do	not	know	with	what	we	must	
serve	Yahweh	until	we	arrive	there.”	Exodus	10:26	
	
This	chapter	presents	us	with	a	stark	contrast	in	the	way	two	communities	felt	
about	worship.	Pharaoh	had	found	a	solution	that	would	work	for	him.	He	
would	allow	the	men	of	Israel	to	go	and	worship,	but	they	had	to	leave	behind	
their	wives	and	children.	That	didn’t	go	over	well	with	Yahweh,	so	he	offered	
to	let	all	the	people	go	without	any	of	their	valuable	possessions.	But	Yahweh’s	
demand	and	Moses’	insistence	is	that	the	whole	nation	of	Israel	and	all	that	
they	have	be	taken	to	offer	in	worship.	Pharaoh’s	haggling	ought	to	remind	us	
of	a	popular	mindset	in	today’s	culture.	
	
One	of	the	challenges	we	face	in	discipleship	is	to	bring	our	whole	selves	
before	the	Lord	as	an	offering.	Some	are	selfish	about	what	they	are	willing	to	
sacrifice	in	service	to	God.	What	if	he	called	you	to	move	away	from	your	
family	and	friends,	or	for	your	family	and	friends	to	move	away	from	you?	
Certainly	we	can	all	think	of	pieces	of	our	personality	or	habits	that	seem	
impossible	to	surrender	to	his	transforming	power.	A	more	menacing	form	of	
this	unwillingness	is	when	we	lie	to	ourselves	about	how	much	we	are	
submitted	to	his	demands	on	our	lives.	We	claim	his	lordship	over	our	whole	
lives,	but	in	practice	we	lazily	allow	sin	to	persist	in	the	corners	of	our	hearts.		
	
We	are	called	to	“take	every	thought	captive	to	obey	Christ,	being	ready	to	
punish	every	disobedience,”	(2	Corinthians	10:5-6).	Our	calling	is	to	zealously	
bring	everything	we	have	to	offer	before	Yahweh.	His	just	demand	on	us	is	all-
inclusive.	If	you	want	to	see	his	power	explode	out	of	your	life,	then	you	have	
to	pursue	complete	surrender	to	him.	Bring	your	full	offering	to	him,	and	see	
him	work	wonders!	
	
	
May	11:	Exodus	11	
“And	the	LORD	gave	the	people	favor	in	the	sight	of	the	Egyptians.	Moreover,		
the	man	Moses	was	very	great	in	the	land	of	Egypt,	in	the	sight	of	Pharaoh’s	
servants	and	in	the	sight	of	the	people.”	Exodus	11:3	



	
Suddenly	in	this	narrative,	Pharaoh	is	very	much	on	his	own.	His	people,	for	
the	most	part,	came	to	fear	Yahweh.	They	understood	that	Moses’	God	was	
powerful.	They	respected	Moses	because	of	the	diplomacy	he	was	carrying	out	
before	each	plague.	And	I’m	sure	those	who	understood	were	furious	with	
Pharaoh,	but	what	was	to	be	done?	This	was	the	man	they	had	made	their	
titular	god.	They	had	surrendered	themselves	entirely	to	him,	and	he	was	
leading	them	to	their	doom.		
	
But	contrast	that	with	the	people	of	Israel.	At	this	point,	their	hope	might	have	
been	high	but	still	unsure.	They	wanted	to	believe	that	the	Lord	would	
successfully	lead	them	out	of	the	land,	but	can	you	imagine	knowing	it	for	the	
certainty	it	was	before	it	happened?	It’s	like	when	your	team	has	a	really	good	
chance	at	winning	the	big	game,	but	it	hasn’t	happened	yet.	Multiply	that	
feeling	by	100	million!	They	were	wired!	
	
Perhaps	the	most	astounding	thing	was	that	the	people	of	Egypt	began	to	show	
favor	to	the	Israelites.	They	had	previously	been	slaves,	almost	some	other	
species.	It	had	been	right	to	have	their	babies	thrown	in	the	Nile.	They	were	
feared	and	hated,	but	now	the	people	of	Egypt	come	to	have	an	awe	for	this	
people.	That	is	the	purpose	and	effect	of	God’s	blessing.	They	were	not	chosen	
so	that	they	might	receive	good	gifts,	though	they	did.	They	were	chosen	and	
blessed	so	that	those	who	were	on	the	outside	looking	in	might	understand	the	
glory	of	the	one	who	was	choosing	and	blessing.	The	people	of	Israel	had	been	
transformed	in	the	eyes	of	Egypt	by	Yahweh’s	power	on	their	behalf.	The	same	
is	true	for	us.	We	will	be	blessed	as	we	live	as	God’s	chosen	people,	but	that	is	
not	the	chief	end	of	our	salvation.	We	are	supposed	to	stand	out	and	attract	the	
attention	and	awe	of	the	outside	world.	They	hate	us	now,	but	one	day	they	
will	understand	the	wonder	of	Yahweh.	
	
May	12:	Exodus	12	
“In	this	manner	you	shall	eat	it:	with	your	belt	fastened,	your	sandals	on	your	
feet,	and	your	staff	in	your	hand.	And	you	shall	eat	it	in	haste.	It	is	Yahweh’s	
Passover.”	Exodus	12:11	
	
One	of	the	most	important	details	of	this	critical	moment	in	salvation	history	is	
the	manner	in	which	God’s	people	were	to	take	part.	Having	killed	the	lamb	at	
twilight,	having	put	the	blood	on	the	doorposts,	having	roasted	the	meat,	the	



people	were	supposed	to	get	dressed	and	be	ready	to	go.	It	is	interesting	that	
God	resets	Israel’s	calendar	to	begin	on	this	feast	even	before	the	act	is	done.	
The	people	are	dressed	and	ready	to	go	before	Pharaoh	has	any	inkling	of	what	
will	happen.	Yahweh’s	promise	is	so	sure	that	there	is	no	need	to	wait.	
	
But	first,	the	people	must	take	on	a	new	identity.	It	wasn’t	just	important	that	
the	lamb	be	killed.	It	wasn’t	just	important	to	spread	the	blood	on	the	
doorpost.	They	needed	to	eat	the	meat,	and	they	needed	to	do	it	in	a	hurry.	The	
process	began	at	twilight,	and	the	Lord’s	wrath	was	coming	in	the	night,	they	
knew	not	when.	So	they	needed	to	take	in	the	flesh	of	the	sacrifice.	They	
needed	to	claim	his	death	for	themselves,	and	once	it	was	done	they	were	
ready	to	follow	Yahweh	to	his	blessed	land.		
	
The	next	time	you	take	communion,	connect	yourself	with	these	people.	You	
are	in	the	belly	of	the	beast	at	the	moment.	Sin	and	Satan	rule	over	this	world,	
but	Yahweh	has	made	his	victory	sure.	So	make	yourself	ready	to	go	wherever	
he	leads.	Follow	his	commands	to	each	detail,	not	because	you	want	to	get	an	
‘A,’	but	because	you	know	it	is	how	you	will	be	blessed.	Then	take	his	sacrifice	
in	as	your	own.	He	has	promised	us	a	land	where	he	will	dwell	with	us.	He	will	
be	our	God,	and	we	will	be	his	people.	Maranatha!	Come	quickly,	Lord!	
	
May	13:	Proverbs	22	
“A	good	name	is	to	be	chosen	rather	than	great	riches,	and	favor	is	better	than	
silver	or	gold.	The	rich	and	the	poor	meet	together;	the	Lord	is	the	maker	of	them	
all.”	Proverbs	22:1-2	
	
This	proverb	has	always	confused	my	heart	just	a	little	bit.	I	come	to	it	with	the	
understanding	that	who	I	am	is	so	much	less	important	than	who	Jesus	is,	but	
then	the	writer	says	that	a	good	name	has	great	value.	How	can	both	those	
things	be	true?	Wasn’t	Jesus	despised	by	the	world,	and	shouldn’t	I	expect	the	
same?	
	
To	a	degree	that’s	true,	but	it	doesn’t	exclude	the	truth	of	this	proverb.	Jesus	
was	despised	by	many	people,	but	they	were	generally	people	who	would	not	
come	to	know	him	well.	They	would	look	at	him	from	a	distance	and	reject	his	
principles.	They	saw	him	as	a	threat	to	their	own	power,	and	they	were	jealous	
of	him.	But	those	who	got	in	close	and	were	impacted	by	his	real	persona,	not	
the	political	cartoon	version,	those	were	the	ones	who	loved	him	as	Lord.	It’s	



easy	for	us	to	see	that	the	world	hates	the	character	of	our	God,	and	we	will	
also	be	hated	by	those	who	will	refuse	to	truly	open	their	hearts	to	his	power	
as	we	imitate	him.	But	that	doesn’t	mean	that	we	shouldn’t	pursue	his	
character	in	our	own	life.	The	more	we	demonstrate	the	love	and	respect	the	
way	Jesus	did,	pursue	excellence	in	work	the	way	Jesus	did,	persist	in	
righteousness	the	way	he	did,	we	will	be	an	attractive	force	for	those	who	
come	in	close.		
	
That	is	where	the	real	power	of	God	is	in	our	lives.	Sometimes	we	are	tempted	
to	think	that	God’s	power	is	exemplified	in	the	biggest	churches,	the	wealthiest	
people,	or	the	smartest	theologians.	That’s	how	the	world	measures	worth,	but	
that’s	not	how	God	measures	it.	Dallas	Willard	wrote	that	God	is	most	
interested	not	in	the	reach	of	your	ministry	or	of	the	acknowledgement	your	
hard	work	gets	you.	The	result	God	cares	most	about	is	the	kind	of	person	you	
become.	How	accurately	do	you	reflect	his	glorious	nature	to	others?	That	is	
value.	Pursue	his	righteous	character	and	you	will	find	great	reward.		 
	
May	14:	Ecclesiastes	1	
“Vanity	of	vanities,	says	the	Preacher;	Vanity	of	vanities,	all	is	vanity”.	
Ecclesiastes	1:2		
	
Ecclesiastes	is	the	only	book	of	philosophy	in	the	Bible.	It	is	not	a	very	happy	
book.	At	its	very	core	it	teaches	us	‘lesson	number	one’	that	says	‘nothing	in	
this	world	can	satisfy	the	deepest	needs	of	the	heart’.	Solomon	wrote	
Ecclesiastes	when	he	was	an	older	man,	and	it	speaks	of	Solomon’s	departure	
from	the	Lord.	‘Lesson	number	two’	can	only	be	understood	by	recognizing	
‘lesson	number	one’.	That	is	that	only	Jesus	Christ	can	satisfy	the	deepest	needs	
of	the	human	heart.			
	
It	is	a	book	of	warning	to	the	backslider.	There	was	a	time	when	Solomon	had	a	
relationship	with	God	that	was	strong,	but	along	the	way	Solomon	broke	it	off.	
Instead	of	living	life	‘above	the	sun,’	he	was	living	life	for	what	was	‘under	the	
sun’.	This	is	a	very	unusual,	yet	practical	book.	It	is	a	sermon	by	a	preacher.			
‘Vanity’	simply	means	‘meaningless’.	Solomon	had	tried	luxury,	lust,	and	
everything	the	world	had	to	offer	to	be	happy.	There	is	a	sadness	that	
overcomes	him	in	Ecclesiastes.	He	gives	us	in	this	book	advice	that	says	
‘remember	the	Lord	and	honor	Him	from	as	young	an	age	as	you	can.	Pursue	
Him	above	all	other	things	if	you	truly	want	to	be	happy.’			



	
So,	you	see	Solomon’s	sermon	after	he	wasted	his	life.	He	had	come	to	
understand	what	life	is	all	about,	and	that	he	had	wasted	it.	Here	was	the	
wisest	and	wealthiest	man	to	ever	live	sharing	his	testimony	from	an	old	age.	
This	is	probably	one	of	the	most	practical	books	for	the	culture	we	live	in	
today.	We	would	do	well	to	listen	to	Solomon’s	advice.	
	
May	15:	Ecclesiastes	2	
“For	to	the	one	who	pleases	him	God	has	given	wisdom	and	knowledge	and	joy,	
but	to	the	sinner	he	has	given	the	business	of	gather	and	collecting,	only	to	give	
to	the	one	who	pleases	God.”	Ecclesiastes	2:26	
	
Yesterday	we	engaged	the	solemn	message	of	Ecclesiastes,	that	earthly	
pursuits	are	only	vanity.	In	chapter	2,	the	preacher	delves	a	little	deeper.	He	
describes	all	the	things	he	pursued;	pleasures	and	the	folly	that	brings	joy	to	
children,	self-value	in	hard	work,	gathering	great	wealth.	All	this	added	up	to	
vanity	again	for	him	because,	as	the	old	saying	goes,	‘you	can’t	take	it	with	you	
when	you	go.’	Someone	else	is	going	to	pick	up	the	pieces	when	you	die,	and	
you	cannot	control	how	they	will	manage	it.	In	fact	all	they	can	do	with	it	is	
continue	on	the	same	pattern	you	did,	chasing	after	vanity.		
	
It	seems	like	the	message	of	this	chapter	is	that	the	best	thing	to	do	is	either	to	
die	or	to	sit	and	wait	on	death.	There	is	no	value	to	be	found	in	the	things	of	
this	earth.	But	is	that	really	what	we	should	take	away	from	it?	The	very	last	
verse	turns	that	idea	on	its	head.	The	preacher	says	that	God	has	ordered	the	
universe	so	that	we	should	pursue	these	kinds	of	things.	There	is	wisdom,	
knowledge,	and	joy	to	be	found	in	them,	but	only	for	the	one	who	pleases	God.	
Why?		
	
If	our	main	goal	is	wisdom	or	wealth,	we	can	only	hold	on	to	those	things	as	
long	as	we	are	alive.	Once	we	die	that	fruit	is	no	longer	good	for	us.	But	if	our	
main	goal	is	God’s	glory,	we	will	find	that	these	other	things	come	along	in	the	
process	(Matthew	6:33).	As	we	reflect	God’s	character	within	the	contexts	in	
which	we	live	and	work,	we	will	find	that	his	character	in	us	bears	the	fruit	of	
wisdom,	knowledge,	and	joy.	Then,	when	we	die,	we	attain	the	goal	we	were	
aiming	for,	the	realization	of	God’s	glory	in	our	lives.	Those	other	things	were	
pleasures	for	a	time,	but	we	are	aiming	for	an	eternal	pleasure.	This	is	no	time	
for	sorrow.	We	can	have	great	meaning	in	this	life	as	we	pursue	his	Kingdom!	



May	16:	Ecclesiastes	3	
“For	everything	there	is	a	season,	and	a	time	for	every	matter	under	heaven”	
Ecclesiastes	3:1	

	
Have	you	ever	taken	time	to	think	about	how	similar	our	lives	are?		Love,	loss,	
pain,	pleasure,	achievement,	failure,	acceptance,	rejection,	humiliation	and	
pride	are	themes	that	all	people	experience	throughout	life.	The	teacher	in	
Ecclesiastes	is	noticing	that	in	everyone's	life	there	is	a	“time	for	every	matter	
under	heaven.”	Throughout	life	we	have	various	roles	(e.g.	parent,	child,	
spouse,	worker,	worshipper,	etc.),	and	often	we	share	the	basic	experiences	
that	accompany	these	roles.	He	makes	an	incredible	statement	about	God	
placing	“eternity	in	man's	heart”	(v.	11),	but	humans	cannot	ultimately	grasp	
what	God	has	done	in	the	beginning	or	what	He	will	do	in	the	future.	He	even	
goes	on	to	say	that	nothing	which	God	has	accomplished	can	be	altered	and	
nothing	in	God's	design	will	be	changed	(vv.	14-15).	The	conclusion	the	author	
arrives	to	is	that	God's	gift	to	humanity	is	that	they	find	joy	in	the	day	to	day	
activities	of	life,	like	eating,	drinking,	and	working	(vv.	12-13).	He	essentially	is	
saying	that	we	are	to	find	joy	in	the	basic	seasons	and	times	of	life	that	we	all	
undergo.			
	
While	understanding	God	is	a	worthwhile	endeavor,	we	must	come	to	grips	
with	the	truth	that	we	cannot	fully	comprehend	Him.	There	are	truths	about	
God	and	the	universe	He	has	created	that	are	simply	too	great	for	us	to	know.	
We	can	burden	ourselves	to	the	point	of	frustration	or	depression	when	
considering	the	questions	of	the	universe	or	of	God	and	His	workings	(many	
think	the	author	of	Ecclesiastes	was	struggling	with	this).			
	
Challenge	yourself	and	learn	as	much	about	God	as	you	can,	but	don't	fail	to	
find	joy	in	the	basic	things	of	life	that	God	has	put	in	place.	Understand	and	
appreciate	the	time	of	life	that	you	are	in.	We	can	get	so	caught	up	in	the	
problems	that	plague	our	life	that	we	can	forget	how	amazing	it	is	to	be	a	
parent	or	have	a	job.	Fight	to	find	joy	in	the	time	of	life	that	God	has	placed	you	
in.	
	
May	17:	Ecclesiastes	4	
“Then	I	looked	again	at	vanity	under	the	sun.”	Ecclesiastes	4:7	

	



One	of	the	consistent	motifs	of	the	writer	of	Ecclesiastes	is	the	vanity	of	life.		
Everywhere	Solomon	looks,	all	he	sees	is	life	devoid	of	meaning.	In	verses	1-3	
he	notes	that	the	weak	are	oppressed	and	taken	advantage	of	by	the	strong,	
enough	so	that	he	claims	it	would	be	better	to	not	have	been	born	so	that	one	
would	not	have	to	see	such	evil.	Verses	4-6	are	Solomon's	lamenting	that	work	
is	unable	to	provide	meaning	for	one's	life	and	verses	7-8	claim	that	one's	labor	
is	pointless	if	there	is	no	one	to	share	the	produce	with.	In	verses	9-12	
Solomon	changes	his	tone	for	a	moment	and	speaks	of	friendship	as	something	
positive	and	worthwhile.	Solomon's	mood	changes	again	in	verses	13-16	as	he	
tells	of	a	young,	wise	man	who	becomes	king	and	leads	many	people	but	is	
forgotten	by	the	future	generations.	Even	this	is	unfulfilling	and	meaningless	
(v.	16).			
	
Solomon's	observations	lead	him	to	the	conclusion	that	the	lives	we	have	are	
actually	meaningless.	Everything	that	we	could	hope	to	put	our	joy	or	sense	of	
purpose	in	will	eventually	fail	us.	Even	our	friends	and	family	are	imperfect	
and	unable	to	bear	the	weight	of	our	purpose.	If	we	try	to	find	our	meaning	or	
purpose	by	any	other	means	outside	of	God,	it	will	only	fail.	Jesus	makes	this	
clear	whenever	he	teaches	that	it	is	no	profit	if	one	“gains	the	whole	world	but	
forfeits	his	soul”	(Matt.	16:26).	Everything	earthly	is	ultimately	devoid	of	
meaning.	Except	for	a	life	that	pursues	God.	Jesus	tells	us	that	if	we	want	to	find	
our	life	we	must	lose	it	(Matt.	16:25).	Only	Jesus	can	give	our	lives	purpose	and	
meaning	that	is	eternal.	Everywhere	else	we	try	to	find	meaning	will	leave	us	
disappointed	and	unfulfilled,	just	as	Solomon	observed	when	he	said	it	was	all	
“vanity	under	the	sun.”	
	
May	18:	Ecclesiastes	5	
“Guard	your	steps	when	you	go	to	the	house	of	God.	To	draw	near	to	listen	is	
better	than	to	offer	the	sacrifice	of	fools,	for	they	do	not	know	that	they	are	doing	
evil.”	Ecclesiastes	5:1	
	
In	Chapter	5,	the	writer	of	Ecclesiastes	deals	with	two	different	topics.	The	
second	issue	he	addresses	in	verses	8-20	is	similar	to	what	he	talked	about	in	
chapter	4,	the	vanity	of	all	things.	Specifically	he	addresses	the	vanity	of	
pursuing	wealth	and	honor	because	man	leaves	this	life	with	the	same	amount	
of	possessions	he	arrived	with,	none.	
	



But	the	first	issue	is	how	one	should	approach	God.		He	notes	that	it’s	silly	to	
think	that	we	should	dominate	the	conversation	with	God	with	our	sacrifices	
(talking),	rather	than	listening	to	God	(v.	1).	We	should	fear	God	so	much	that	
we	are	hesitant	to	even	utter	a	word	before	him	(v.	2).	If	we	decide	to	make	a	
vow,	we	must	keep	it	(v.	4)	but	it’s	better	to	not	make	a	vow	than	to	not	pay	
what	we	vow	(v.	5).	All	of	our	interactions	with	God	must	be	tempered	with	a	
healthy	dose	of	fear.	We	cannot	treat	God	as	though	He	is	like	us.	He	is	
altogether	greater	than	we	can	imagine.	He	is	sacred	and	holy,	and	He	is	to	be	
treated	as	such.			
	
With	this	in	mind,	we	must	be	careful	in	how	we	praise	God	and	pray	to	Him.	If	
you	made	a	vow	to	a	boss	or	someone	else	authoritative	like	a	mayor	or	
governor,	would	it	be	okay	to	not	come	through	on	your	word	and	make	an	
excuse	for	why	couldn't	fulfill	your	promise?	If	a	student	were	in	class	for	the	
first	time,	would	it	make	sense	for	the	student	to	lecture	the	teacher	on	the	
class	subject?	Or	for	a	new	employee	to	tell	the	boss	how	to	do	the	job?		
Obviously	not!	In	our	relationship	with	God,	we	should	be	more	willing	to	hear	
from	Him	through	His	Word	than	we	should	be	to	declare	our	thoughts	to	Him.		
He	has	so	much	more	to	offer	us	than	we	have	to	offer	Him.	Therefore,	let	us	
listen	and	revere	Him!	
	
May	19:	Ecclesiastes	6	
“For	who	knows	what	is	good	for	man	while	he	lives	the	few	days	of	his	vain	life,	
which	he	passes	like	a	shadow?	For	who	can	tell	man	what	will	be	after	him	
under	the	sun?”	Ecclesiastes	6:12	
	
We	live	in	an	envious	world.	For	some	odd	reason	many	of	us	think	that	the	
grass	is	always	greener	on	the	other	side.	Maybe	it’s	only	because	we	see	the	
highlights	of	people's	lives.	On	Facebook	people	often	share	pictures	of	how	
awesome	their	family	is	or	photos	that	show	how	attractive	they	are.	In	
conversations	we	mostly	only	hear	about	the	good	things	that	are	going	on	in	
acquaintances	lives.	We	can	get	it	in	our	minds	that	everyone	else	simply	has	it	
better	than	us.	When	we	become	envious	of	their	toys,	their	homes,	their	
influence,	or	their	ability	to	do	whatever	they	want	whenever	they	want,	this	
mode	of	thinking	slips	from	our	head	to	our	hearts.	The	truth	is	things	may	not	
be	as	great	as	they	seem.	Solomon	states	that	one	of	the	greatest	evils	he	
witnessed	was	when	those	who	seemed	to	have	it	all	–	wealth,	possessions,	
honor,	family	–	yet	God	would	not	allow	them	to	enjoy	them	(vv.	2-3).		



	
Whenever	we	witness	the	lives	of	other	people	and	start	to	become	envious	of	
them,	we	would	do	well	to	remember	this	chapter.	Wealth,	prominence,	and	
even	family	can	all	be,	and	often	are,	idols	that	try	to	sell	us	a	false	sense	of	
security	or	meaning.	What	Solomon	witnessed	was	the	reality	that	even	those	
who	seem	to	have	it	all	did	not	really	obtain	the	fulfillment	they	thought	they	
would.	Usually	we	don't	see	how	many	attempts	it	took	for	people	to	get	the	
perfect	social	media	picture.	We	may	see	the	photo	of	the	family	with	smiling	
faces,	but	we	don't	see	fight	that	they	are	having	in	their	home.	We	may	see	the	
glitz	and	glamour	of	celebrities	but	we	do	not	see	their	frustration	of	not	being	
able	to	go	to	the	grocery	store	without	being	bothered	by	fans.	There	is	no	
fulfillment	apart	from	a	life	surrendered	to	Jesus	Christ.	Find	your	delight	in	
the	Gospel,	be	content	with	the	life	God	has	given	you,	and	find	your	purpose	in	
following	Jesus.	
	
May	20:	Proverbs	23	
“Do not look at wine when it is red, when it sparkles in the cup and goes down 
smoothly. In the end it bites like a serpent and stings like an adder.”  
Proverbs 23:31-32 
 
This chapter focuses on one idea, the importance of correct math. It doesn’t mention 
numbers once but each word centers on the concept of correctly valuing things. 
Verses 31 and 32 are a great example to work with. 
 
The first thing to correctly value is a cup of wine. Sitting on the table, another glass 
of wine may seem appealing. The deep red color, the aroma, the way the light plays 
off it. Even the act of drinking it comes with a tactile pleasure. Then there is the 
expected relaxation, and the social benefits of going along with the crowd. There is 
value in that glass of wine. It‘s attractive. If it were not, no one would drink it, but it 
is not the only thing we must accurately value in this equation.  
 
What are the effects of another glass, and another, and on? The first element is cost. 
Good wine isn’t cheap, and the more you drink the more you spend. Then we get 
into the element of drunkenness. Relaxation gives way to stupor. People make fools 
of themselves, saying things they might not have before. They cause division in 
relationships. There’s the possibility of making foolish decisions like driving drunk. 
Then there is the chemical effect on your body. A hangover is just dehydration.  
The headache and light sensitivity are chemical outcomes of drunkenness. Given a 



lifetime of this kind of living you can expect liver damage. How does this value 
effect the equation? 
 
Alcohol isn’t all that is mentioned in this chapter. There is the company of the 
wealthy, the pursuit of love from those who don’t love in return, the oppression of 
the weak and voiceless, the coddling of a child. All of these come with value. They 
attract our souls with promises of benefit, but we must count the whole cost! The 
wisdom of the Father entreats us to think deeply about how we live. Consider your 
inability to see through to the end of the equation. Rely entirely on God’s eternal 
viewpoint. His love for you knows no end. He won’t lead you astray. 
	
May	21:	Matthew	5	
“For	I	tell	you,	unless	your	righteousness	exceeds	that	of	the	scribes		
and	Pharisees,	you	will	never	enter	the	kingdom	of	heaven.”	Matthew	5:20	
	
All	religions	have	some	sort	of	moral	and	ethical	expectations.	Even	those	who	
are	not	people	of	faith	have	some	sort	of	expectation	of	morality.	In	Matthew	5,	
Jesus	begins	some	of	the	most	famous	teaching	throughout	the	Bible	–	the	
Sermon	on	the	Mount.	Here	He	is	pointing	His	disciples	to	what	morality	and	
practice	looks	like	for	those	who	follow	Him.	He	begins	by	highlighting	the	
characteristics	of	those	who	are	blessed	(vv.	2-	12)	and	then	moves	to	the	truth	
that	those	who	follow	Him	are	going	to	stand	out	like	a	city	on	a	hill	and	lead	
others	to	glorify	God	(vv.	13-16).	The	rest	of	the	chapter,	Jesus	is	contrasting	
the	religion	of	the	religious	leaders	of	the	day	with	His	own	teaching.	We	see	
this	when	he	states,	“You	have	heard	it	said....	but	I	say	to	you....”	What	Jesus	
was	doing	was	demonstrating	that	God's	standard	of	righteousness	was	
greater	than	any	form	of	religion	could	wish	to	reach.	Not	even	the	Pharisees’	
teachings	of	the	Bible	truly	captured	God's	standards	on	things	like	anger,	lust,	
divorce,	or	making	oaths.	Jesus	taught	that	God's	standard	of	holiness	had	to	be	
reflected	in	the	heart	and	not	just	externally.	
	
Many	religions	have	moral	standards	that	are	similar	to	our	own.	Some	
unbelievers	do	as	well.	Their	issue	is	that	they	unable	to	accomplish	the	
standard	of	righteousness	that	God	demands,	which	is	perfection	(v.	48).	Even	
if	they	could	be	completely	moral	on	the	outside	(and	they	cannot),	they	would	
not	be	able	to	claim	that	their	hearts	always	match	their	actions.	Only	Jesus	
was	able	to	achieve	God's	standard	of	perfection,	and	only	those	whose	hearts	
He	changes	can	live	out	the	standards	that	Jesus	outlines	in	chapter	5.	As	you	



continue	in	the	faith,	continue	to	allow	Jesus	to	change	your	heart	and	not	just	
your	behavior.	Whenever	we	allow	both	our	actions	and	our	heart	to	mirror	
God's	standards,	we	will	be	“the	light	of	the	world”	and	others	will	see	our	
good	works	and	glorify	our	God.	
	
May	22:	Matthew	6	
“For	where	your	treasure	is,	there	your	heart	will	be	also.”	Matthew	6:21	
	
As	Jesus	continues	his	Sermon	on	the	Mount,	he	addresses	another	issue	that	
he	had	with	the	Pharisees.	In	Chapter	5	he	rebuked	their	external	adherence	to	
God's	law,	and	now	Jesus	is	about	to	confront	their	penchant	for	practicing	
their	faith	to	be	seen	and	admired	by	other	people.	The	three	areas	that	Jesus	
specifically	addressed	were	in	regards	to	charity,	prayer,	and	fasting.	The	
Pharisees	would	practice	all	of	these	activities	publicly	with	the	hopes	that	
others	would	see	them.	Why?	Jesus	says	that	it	was	so	that	they	may	receive	
the	attention	and	respect	of	other	humans	(v.	5).	They	wanted	people	to	think	
they	were	close	to	God	so	they	could	advance	socially.	They	wanted	people	to	
think	they	loved	God	greatly	so	that	others	would	listen	to	them.	They	basically	
wanted	the	admiration	of	other	people.			
	
This	should	serve	as	a	warning	to	us.	If	we	are	not	willing	to	be	charitable	in	
secret,	then	should	we	be	willing	to	do	it	in	front	of	people?	Should	we	lead	
music	or	Bible	studies	in	front	of	people	if	we	don't	praise	the	Lord	or	study	
His	Word	when	no	one	is	looking?	These	questions	point	us	to	the	motives	
behind	why	we	practice	our	faith.	Is	it	to	know	God?	Is	it	to	honor	and	obey	
Jesus?	Or	do	I	actually	want	to	be	praised	and	respected	by	others	in	my	
community	or	church?	What	we	treasure	is	what	motivates	us.	If	we	treasure	
the	opinions	of	people	and	the	prestige	of	being	respected	then	our	actions	will	
always	be	like	those	of	the	Pharisees,	and	our	reward	will	simply	be	their	
meaningless	admiration.	But	if	we	treasure	Jesus,	and	what	He	has	done	for	us	
on	the	cross,	then	we	practice	our	faith	for	Him	and	for	His	glory.	By	treasuring	
Jesus,	we	lay	up	for	ourselves	rewards	in	heaven	that	will	last	forever.	So,	will	
you	follow	Jesus	even	when	you	don't	get	attention	for	it?	
	
May	23:	Matthew	7	
“Everyone	then	who	hears	these	words	of	mine	and	does	them	will	be	like	a	wise	
man	who	built	his	house	on	the	rock.”	Matthew	7:24	
	



Matthew	7	has	some	of	the	most	quoted	passages	and	one	of	the	most	chilling	
sections	of	Scripture.	Verses	21-23	are	commonly	used	by	preachers	to	
challenge	their	hearers	to	investigate	whether	or	not	they	are	really	believers	
in	Christ	or	just	deceiving	themselves	(by	the	way,	this	is	Biblical	–	2	Cor.	13:5).		
What	a	terrifying	thought!	There	are	some	who	fill	our	churches	who	have	
done	religious	activity	in	the	name	of	Jesus	and	yet	they	are	not	really	saved.	
They	somehow	deceived	themselves	into	thinking	they	were	saved	but	were	
never	transformed	by	Jesus	and	still	lost	in	their	sins.	How	do	you	know	
whether	you	are	one	who	has	truly	been	redeemed	by	Jesus	or	one	of	the	many	
who	have	deceived	themselves?	Jesus	actually	gives	us	that	answer.	
	
Jesus	tells	those	who	are	lost	that	He	did	not	know	them	and	that	they	were	
“workers	of	lawlessness.”	In	the	section	immediately	following,	Jesus	discusses	
the	two	men	who	build	their	homes	on	the	rock	and	sand.	Jesus	says	that	the	
one	who	hears	His	word	and	believes	Him	enough	to	obey	is	the	one	who	will	
stand	the	test	of	time	(vv.	24-25).	Those	who	hear	Jesus'	words	and	ignore	
them	are	those	who	will	be	destroyed	by	the	storms	of	life	(vv.	26-27).	Those	
who	build	their	life	on	Jesus	and	His	teaching	are	those	who	enter	the	narrow	
gate	(vv.	13-14),	bear	good	fruit	(vv.	15-20),	and	are	the	ones	whom	Jesus	will	
welcome	into	eternity	with	arms	open	wide.	What	do	you	build	your	life	on?		
Have	you	heard	Jesus'	words	and	built	your	life	upon	them,	or	have	you	
continued	being	a	worker	of	lawlessness?		Are	you	deceiving	yourself	into	
thinking	you	belong	to	Jesus?	Or	do	you	know	you	belong	to	Him	because	He	
has	done	a	work	in	your	life,	and	you	now	build	your	life	around	Him?	The	one	
who	believes	Jesus	and	has	built	their	life	on	His	Word	doesn't	have	to	fear	
being	rejected	by	Jesus	at	judgment.	These	are	eternally	secure.	
	
May	24:	Proverbs	24	
“Do	not	rejoice	when	your	enemy	falls,	and	let	not	your	heart	be	glad	when	he	
stumbles.”	Proverbs	24:17	
	
OK…you	must	be	brutally	honest	here.	How	many	of	us	rejoice	when	our	
enemy	falls?	Or	how	many	of	us	have	ever	been	glad	when	our	enemy	
stumbled?	The	proverb	writer	is	not	talking	about	the	war	between	worldly	
evil	and	good.	He’s	not	talking	about	rejoicing	when	a	terror	attack	does	not	
happen	because	of	the	intervention	of	military	force.		He’s	simply	talking	about	
earthly	relationships	between	people.			
	



For	example,	a	friend	who	has	turned	their	back	on	you	and	said	ugly	about	
things	about	you	finds	out	some	bad	news.	Because	they	are	an	‘enemy	of	
heart’	there	is	something	in	you	that	takes	joy	in	seeing	them	suffer.	Or	you	are	
sitting	the	bench	and	wishing	for	a	teammate’s	failure	so	you’ll	have	your	
chance	to	play.	Maybe	they	are	not	an	enemy	as	far	as	the	team	goes,	but	they	
are	in	the	sense	that	they	are	keeping	you	from	playing.	Wishing	them	failure	
so	you	could	play	is	an	unbiblical	principle.			
	
The	Bible	says	to	‘love	your	enemies	and	pray	for	those	who	hurt	you’	
(Matthew	5:44).		Remember	our	adversary	is	the	devil.	If	he	can	get	a	Christ	
follower	to	have	the	spirit	of	hatred	towards	another,	he	will	do	it	every	time.		
Doing	the	right	thing	may	not	always	produce	immediate	satisfaction,	but	it	
will	be	rewarded	and	blessed.	
	
May	25:	Psalm	11	
“The	Lord	is	in	his	holy	temple;	the	Lord's	throne	is	in	heaven;	his	eyes	see,	his	
eyelids	test	the	children	of	man.”	Psalm	11:4	
	
In	Psalm	11	David	begins	by	stating	what	he	knows	to	be	true:	the	Lord	is	who	
can	give	him	refuge.	But	he	follows	up	that	truth	with	how	we	often	feel	in	the	
moment.	He	states	that	he	doesn’t	feel	like	he	can	take	refuge	because	the	
wicked	have	set	their	sights	on	him.	It	feels	like	the	wicked	are	trying	to	sneak	
up	on	him	in	the	dark	and	attack	(v.	2).	Even	the	foundations	of	all	that	is	good	
in	society	seem	to	be	crumbling,	and	there	is	nothing	the	righteous	can	do	(v.	
3).	But	David	finishes	the	chapter	by	returning	to	what	he	knows	to	be	true:	
The	Lord	is	in	His	holy	temple.	He	is	seated	on	His	heavenly	throne	and	not	
blind	to	what’s	happening	on	the	earth	(v.	4).	God	hates	wickedness	and	loves	
righteousness,	and	He	will	deal	out	justice	to	those	who	practice	evil.	
	
Do	you	ever	have	a	hard	time	finding	refuge	in	God	when	the	world	around	you	
seems	to	be	falling	apart?	All	people	go	through	times	when	it	seems	like	
everything	is	working	against	them.	Sometimes	it	even	feels	like	the	wicked	
are	winning	so	much	that	the	very	foundations	of	society	seem	to	be	
crumbling.	You	are	not	alone	in	feeling	this	way.	Even	David,	the	man	after	
God's	own	heart,	felt	that,	and	he	needed	solace.		When	these	times	plague	
your	heart,	do	as	David	did,	and	remind	yourself	of	what	you	know	to	be	true.		
Our	feelings	can	mislead	us	and	cloud	our	minds	and	hearts	from	reality.	In	all	
of	our	worship,	whether	singing,	praying,	or	practicing	Jesus'	commands,	we	



can	never	let	our	feelings	dictate	how	we	interact	with	God.	We	must	worship	
and	obey	based	on	God's	truths.	God	is	still	on	His	throne.	He	will	reward	the	
righteous	and	punish	the	wicked.	These	truths	will	never	change.	These	truths	
are	what	allow	us	to	find	refuge	in	God	and	live	confidently	in	a	world	that	
seems	increasingly	opposed	to	God	and	His	people.		
	
May	26:	Psalm	12	
“The	words	of	the	Lord	are	pure	words,	like	silver	refined	in	a	furnace	on	the	
ground,	purified	seven	times.”	Psalm	12:6	
	
Contrary	to	the	word	of	man,	which	is	typically	‘yes	or	no’,	the	Lord’s	word	is	
always	‘yes	and	AMEN!’	The	analogy	of	a	seven-fold	purification	process	
speaks	to	the	perfection	of	the	words	of	the	Lord.	It’s	the	purest	form	of	
purification	that	we	can	imagine	in	our	finite	minds.			
	
So,	the	Psalmist	in	chapter	12	is	simply	comparing	the	vanity	and	foolishness	
of	man	who	has	flattering	lips	and	a	double	heart	when	they	speak	to	the	
certainty	of	the	Lord’s	character.	In	other	words,	you	can	trust	in	the	Lord	and	
His	promises	because	His	words	are	eternally	pure	and	eternally	right.		
		
Practically	speaking,	this	Psalm	speaks	of	the	consistency	of	a	Holy	God	in	our	
life.	While	many	things	change	around	us	like	our	family	situation,	our	present	
day	circumstances,	the	frailty	of	friendships…life	is	filled	with	men	(and	
women)	who	change.	One	of	the	many	joys	of	following	Jesus	is	knowing	He	is	
true	and	His	words	are	pure…and	He	is	the	same	yesterday,	today	and	forever.	
So	the	Lord	and	His	character	are	the	same	in	2017	as	He	was	in	the	days	of	
Noah.	And	He	will	remain	as	such	for	all	eternity.	That’s	an	amazing	thought!	
	
May	27:	Psalm	13	
“Consider	and	answer	me,	O	Lord	my	God;	light	up	my	eyes,	lest	I	sleep	the	sleep	
of	death.”	Psalm	13:3	
	
One	of	the	most	challenging	things	required	of	Jesus’	disciples	is	to	wait	on	the	
Lord,	particularly	in	difficult	circumstances.	And	how	many	of	us	are	willing	to	
wait?	Our	natural	response	to	any	opposition	to	our	will	is	to	find	a	way	
around	it.	Water	flows	through	the	path	of	least	resistance,	and	so	will	we.	We	
will	find	a	way	to	increase	our	comfort	or	avoid	discomfort.	But	what	if	that’s	



not	what	the	Lord	has	in	mind	for	you?	What	if	the	Lord	intends	for	you	to	wait	
in	the	discomfort,	with	the	threat	of	darkness	always	around	you?		
	
Have	you	ever	considered	that	he	might	want	you	to	be	uncomfortable	
sometimes?	Waiting	to	get	pregnant,	job	stress	that	leads	to	marital	stress,	
waiting	for	a	diagnosis;	sometimes	your	wait	is	long.	Whether	it’s	because	
there	is	relief	coming	at	just	the	right	time,	or	because	he	intends	for	you	to	
grow	through	the	difficulty,	sometimes	God	has	us	endure	through	hardships.		
	
But,	like	the	Psalmist,	we	can	always	trust	the	Lord.	His	love	doesn’t	waver.	His	
attention	isn’t	distracted	from	you.	His	eye	is	on	the	sparrow,	and	you	know	he	
watches	over	you	(Matthew	10:31).	Even	if	the	path	forward	leads	to	death,	
like	it	did	for	Shadrach,	Meshach,	and	Abednego,	his	plan	is	still	for	his	glory	
through	you!	So	we	can	sing	to	him.	When	we	walk	through	the	valley,	we	can	
fear	no	evil.	We	trust	him	because	of	what	he	has	already	done	and	what	he	
promises	to	do.	Yahweh,	the	God	of	the	Covenant,	will	remember	his	people!	
	
May	28:	Psalm	14	
“Oh,	that	salvation	for	Israel	would	come	out	of	Zion!	When	the	Lord	restores	the	
fortunes	of	his	people,	let	Jacob	rejoice,	let	Israel	be	glad.”	Psalm	14:7	
	
One	of	the	reasons	we	love	sports	is	for	the	amazing	moments	that	happen	
every	now	and	then.	I’m	an	Auburn	Tigers	fan,	so	I	think	of	moments	like	Cam	
Newton	leaping	from	7	yards	out	into	the	endzone	or	Bo	Jackson	throwing	a	
runner	out	at	home	plate	from	deep,	deep	left	field.	Those	moments	raise	up	
excitement	in	us.	We	also	get	a	different	kind	of	excitement	from	watching	
someone	drop	a	tray	of	food	or	seeing	car	accidents.	Whatever	the	particulars	
of	the	situation,	something	happens,	and	a	single	syllable	unconsciously	
escapes	from	us;	“Oh!”		
	
That	is	the	sense	of	the	word	as	we	see	it	in	verse	7.	David	has	been	looking	
alongside	the	Lord	throughout	the	earth	for	a	righteous	man,	and	he	can’t	see	a	
single	one.	Everyone	is	unrighteous.	Everyone	persecutes	the	lowly.	Everyone	
harms	his	brother.	It	ought	to	make	us	cry	when	we	consider	it.	But	that’s	not	
the	unusual	thing	he	sees.	David	takes	in	the	lay	of	the	landscape,	but	then	he	
considers	the	Day	of	the	Lord	that	is	coming.	“Oh!”	Salvation	is	coming	for	
Israel,	for	God’s	people!	The	Lord	is	going	to	wipe	out	the	evil	that	plagues	his	
creation,	and	we	will	be	restored	to	be	the	men	and	women	he	created	us	to	



be!	Stop	reading	this	and	go	read	Revelation	21:1-7.	If	that	doesn’t	make	your	
heart	shout	“Oh!”	you	need	to	recalibrate	your	understanding	of	the	suffering	
caused	by	sin	and	the	joy	of	that	new	life.	When	we	read	that,	we	out	to	shout	
to	one	another,	“Let	Jacob	rejoice,	let	Israel	be	glad!”		
	
May	29:	Psalm	15	
“He	who	does	these	things	shall	never	be	moved.”	Psalm	15:5b	
	
WOW!		You	might	want	to	reread	chapter	15.	There	is	a	question	here	that	is	
asked	by	the	Psalm	writer,	“who	may	abide	in	your	tabernacle	and	who	may	
dwell	in	your	Holy	hill?”	The	answer	to	that	question	is	given	in	the	rest	of	the	
Psalm.	Now,	someone	might	read	that	and	say,	“Ok,	if	you	DO	all	these	things	
he	mentions,	you	will	be	granted	a	seat	at	the	Lord’s	table.”	But	that	is	NOT	
what	is	being	taught.			
	
Here’s	an	honest	question…who	can	do	or	has	done	all	the	things	mentioned	in	
this	Psalm?	The	answer	is	no	one	outside	of	Jesus.	So	we	understand	that	
salvation	comes	by	putting	our	faith	and	trust	in	the	Lord,	Jesus	Christ,	and	
receiving	His	free	gift	of	grace	through	His	redeeming	sacrifice	on	the	cross.		
After	salvation,	what	happens?	What	the	Psalmist	is	pointing	to	here	is	what	
our	lives	should	look	like	once	we	are	saved!			
	
There	is	a	pursuit	to	walk	uprightly,	our	works	are	righteous,	our	words	are	
truthful,	our	tongues	don’t	backbite,	we	don’t	treat	our	neighbors	with	evil	
motives,	we	don’t	quarrel	with	our	friends,	and	we	don’t	take	the	side	of	those	
who	are	evil,	instead	supporting	others	who	‘fear	the	Lord’.	He	goes	on	to	say	
our	money	is	to	be	used	for	Kingdom	purposes	and	not	in	unhealthy	ways.				
	
The	Psalmist	is	saying	this	is	what	it	looks	like	to	be	‘complete	in	Jesus	Christ.’			
Not	that	we	attain	all	of	these,	but	that	we	are	pursuing	these	types	of	things	in	
our	life.	The	practical	lesson	for	the	believer	is	to	look	at	Psalm	15	and	evaluate	
to	see	if	these	are	areas	of	our	life	we	are	pursuing	in	a	way	that	honors	the	
Lord.	An	unmoved	life	means	it	is	safe,	secure,	and	built	on	a	solid	foundation.		
That	is	the	type	of	heart	we	are	to	pursue.	And	it’s	not	ok	to	say	‘we	follow	
Jesus	and	yet	don’t	pursue	these	things	in	our	life.’	
	
	
	



May	30:	Psalm	16	
“As	for	the	saints	in	the	land,	they	are	the	excellent	ones,	in	whom	is	all	my	
delight.”	Psalm	16:3	
	
David	makes	a	comparison	in	this	psalm	between	the	saints	and	the	wicked.	
The	wicked	find	sorrow,	but	the	saints	are	a	delight.	I	think	all	of	us	probably	
have	someone	who	comes	to	mind	when	you	think	of	the	saints	who	have	gone	
before	us.	There	have	been	family	members	who	were	wise	or	who	loved	so	
purely.	There	are	the	preachers	who	spoke	powerfully	to	us	and	called	us	to	
grow.	There	are	the	songwriters	whose	lyrics	and	melodies	combined	to	help	
us	understand	the	mysteries	of	God	in	a	new	way.	And	of	course	we	can’t	forget	
the	men	and	women	who	populate	the	pages	of	Scripture.	
	
The	Lord	has	given	us	a	deep	catalog	of	examples	to	follow.	In	1	Corinthians	
11:1	Paul	commands	us,	“Be	imitators	of	me,	as	I	am	of	Christ.”	Insofar	as	those	
who	have	gone	before	us	demonstrate	Christ	to	us,	we	ought	to	strive	to	
imitate	them.	The	culture	around	us	is	going	through	a	phase	that	seeks	to	
deconstruct	the	morals	and	structures	that	came	before.	The	Bible	calls	us	to	
be	a	people	who	holds	tight	to	the	righteousness	that	shines	forward	to	us	
from	the	past.	We	ought	to	be	the	kind	of	people	who	tell	our	children	stories	
of	how	God’s	glory	shone	through	his	people	in	the	past.	We	ought	to	celebrate	
missionaries	of	old.	We	ought	to	read	the	writings	of	the	church	fathers.	We	
ought	to	keep	record	of	how	God	has	moved	amongst	our	families	in	the	
generations	past.		
	
And	in	those	pictures,	in	those	people,	in	those	songs	we	will	find	delight	for	
the	Lord.	
	
May	31:	Psalm	17	
“Wondrously	show	your	steadfast	love,	O	Savior	of	those	who	seek	refuge	from	
their	adversaries	at	your	right	hand.”	Psalm	17:7	
	
The	American	church	today	is	just	beginning	to	feel	some	pushback	from	our	
culture,	and	we	often	equate	it	to	persecution.	The	reality	is,	though,	that	
Christians	are	still	a	vast	majority	in	our	nation.	We	haven’t	even	come	close	to	
experiencing	the	kinds	of	persecution	that	have	been	faced	by	Christians	
across	the	globe	and	throughout	history.	So	when	we	come	to	a	Psalm	like	this,	
we	often	have	to	take	some	liberty	in	applying	it	to	ourselves.	



	
This	is	not	to	say	that	we	never	face	persecution.	Certainly	we	are	pursued	by	
Satan	and	his	forces	of	spiritual	evil	on	a	daily	basis,	but	it	hasn’t	been	
manifested	for	us	in	a	physical	sense	to	the	same	degree.	Because	of	this,	many	
of	us	have	become	complacent.	We’ve	been	softened	by	our	safety	from	
spiritual	warfare,	and	it	has	built	up	in	us	some	bad	habits.	We	are	more	ready	
to	disobey	the	commands	of	our	Lord.	We	are	less	willing	to	take	the	risks	of	
obedience.	For	that	reason	Satan	loves	a	comfortable	Christian.	We	are	little	
threat	to	his	global	influence	when	we	are	willing	to	settle	for	our	moderated	
versions	of	what	Jesus	asks	of	us.		
	
What	kind	of	refuge	would	we	need	if	we	lived	on	the	front	lines	of	battle?	
What	kind	of	power	would	we	have	to	rely	on	if	our	adversary	spent	his	time,	
moment	by	moment,	focused	on	your	position?	How	often	do	you	feel	that	kind	
of	pressure,	and	are	you	practiced	in	turning	to	the	Lord	for	safety?	If	you	are,	
then	share	your	wisdom	and	experience	with	those	around	you.	Call	them	out	
to	the	depths	where	only	the	true	Lord	sustains	you.	If	you	aren’t,	perhaps	this	
Psalm	is	a	call	to	arms.	Wade	into	the	fray	without	fear.	The	Lord	will	hear	your	
cry	in	the	time	of	need,	and	he	has	never	failed	us	yet!	
	
June	1:	Proverbs	25	
“Whoever	sings	songs	to	a	heavy	heart	is	like	one	who	takes	off	a	garment	on	a	
cold	day,	and	like	vinegar	on	soda.”	Proverbs	25:20	
	
If	you	have	spent	much	time	on	social	media,	you	have	probably	seen	graphics	
that	have	quotable	verses	of	scripture.	They	are	cherished	verses	with	
powerful	messages.	They	often	end	up	in	greeting	cards	and	on	mugs	and	wall	
hangings.	They	are	great	verses,	but	sometimes	they	can	be	used	for	harm	
rather	than	good.	All	of	us	face	times	of	mourning	or	pain.	When	a	loved	one	
dies	or	there	is	illness	or	embarrassment	in	a	family,	people	usually	don’t	know	
what	to	say.	Many	times	they	will	resort	to	these	memory	verses	or	clichéd	
platitudes	because	that’s	all	they	know	to	say.	This	proverb	warns	us	against	
this	kind	of	thoughtless	speaking.	
	
Grief	is	a	difficult	thing	to	deal	with,	especially	when	we	have	to	watch	
someone	else	grieve.	So	a	lot	of	times	we	deal	with	it	by	trying	to	suppress	it	or	
giving	it	a	quick	fix	(I’ve	been	told	men	are	most	guilty	here),	but	this	is	almost	
always	causes	more	harm.	Romans	12:15	tells	us	to	“rejoice	with	those	who	



rejoice;	weep	with	those	who	weep.”	In	the	story	of	Job,	the	first	thing	Job’s	
friends	did	when	they	came	to	visit	him	after	calamity	fell	on	him	was	to	sit	in	
silence	for	7	days.	What	a	challenging	thing	to	do!	
	
It’s	not	that	verses	of	the	Bible	are	wrong	or	even	misapplied.	Their	truths	are	
often	exactly	what	is	right	in	the	moments	of	weeping,	but	God	wants	us	to	
grieve	properly	before	we	try	to	solve	each	and	every	problem.	Sometimes	
what	your	friend	or	family	needs	is	someone	just	to	sit	with	them	and	to	share	
their	grief.	There	will	be	a	time	to	call	them	back	with	the	word	of	God,	but	
don’t	sing	songs	to	a	heavy	heart.	Share	their	burden.	Enter	their	grief	
alongside	them	until	they	have	had	the	chance	to	heal	from	the	heart	out.	
	
June	2:	Isaiah	7	
“Be	careful,	be	quiet,	do	no	fear,	and	do	not	let	your	heart	be	faint	because	of	
these	two	smoldering	stumps	of	firebrands.”	Isaiah	7:4	
	
When	we	last	studied	Isaiah	(April	8),	we	saw	how	important	it	was	for	us	to	
live	in	utter	dependence	on	the	Lord.	In	chapter	7	Judah	is	given	an	
opportunity	to	do	just	that.	The	kings	of	northern	Israel	and	Syria	are	
threatening	to	invade,	and	it	has	king	Ahaz	shaking	in	his	boots.	But	the	Lord	
sends	Isaiah	to	bolster	his	faith	with	a	message;	“It	shall	not	come	to	pass,”	(v.	
7).	If	only	Ahaz	and	Judah	would	put	their	trust	in	the	Lord	who	has	been	
faithful	to	them	for	generations!	The	Lord	even	offers	a	sign	as	proof,	but	Ahaz	
simply	continues	his	charade	of	religious	fervor	(for	more	info	on	his	
faithlessness,	see	2	Kings	16).	Since	he	will	not	humble	himself	before	the	Lord	
and	be	honest	about	his	fear,	he	receives	a	sign	that	is	unfavorable.	There	will	
come	a	day	when	“God	With	Us”	will	come,	and	he	will	reign	instead	of	Ahaz.	
That	will	chiefly	be	because	Assyria	is	coming	to	wipe	Judah	out!		
	
Proverbs	16:18	warns	that	pride	comes	right	before	destruction.	Our	culture	
has	taught	us	that	being	able	to	lift	yourself	up	by	your	bootstraps	or	solving	
your	own	problems	is	the	only	good	way	to	live.	Judah	experienced	that	this	is	
false.	In	every	circumstance	we	have	to	be	willing	to	admit	our	inadequacy	to	
each	other	and	especially	to	God.	We	have	to	be	dependent	on	him	and	the	
tools	he	equips	us	with	like	his	Spirit,	the	church,	and	his	word.	Humble	
yourself.	Admit	your	need	for	him	anew	today.	Soak	each	and	every	choice	in	
prayer,	knowing	that	the	God	who	came	to	be	one	of	us	cares	deeply	and	
knows	your	need	exactly.	



June	3:	Isaiah	8	
“Because	this	people	has	refused	the	waters	of	Shiloah	that	flow	gently,	and	
rejoice	over	Rezin	and	the	son	of	Remaliah,	therefore,	behold,	the	Lord	is	bringing	
up	against	them	the	waters	of	the	River.”	Isaiah	8:6-7	
	
This	is	a	difficult	chapter	to	understand!	There	are	a	lot	of	names	and	places,	
and	there	are	a	lot	of	cultural	references	that	make	it	hard	for	a	modern	
audience	to	walk	up	to	this	text	and	understand	it.	But	from	start	to	finish,	the	
Bible	is	intended	to	transform	us,	so	let’s	dig	in.	
	
Having	just	promised	a	coming	king	who	will	be	God-With-Us,	God	tells	Isaiah	
of	another	baby	whose	name	will	be	a	sign	for	Judah.	Isaiah’s	son’s	name	will	
mean	that	Rezin	and	Remaliah’s	kingdoms,	Syria	and	Israel,	will	be	plundered	
and	soon,	even	before	this	boy	can	speak!	That	is	good	news	for	Judah,	just	like	
Immanuel	will	be.	But	there	is	bad	news	that	quickly	follows.	Judah’s	king,	
Ahaz	isn’t	relying	on	God	for	security.	He’s	going	to	count	on	the	king	of	
Assyria,	and	that	will	work	for	defeating	the	immediate	enemy.	But	by	relying	
on	the	power	of	evil	to	overcome	another	evil,	Judah	is	opening	itself	up	to	be	
destroyed	by	that	same	evil.	That’s	what	Isaiah	says	will	happen.	A	mighty	
river	of	destruction	will	pour	into	Jerusalem	in	the	form	of	Assyria’s	army.		
	
We	are	often	guilty	of	resorting	to	the	power	of	evil	to	respond	to	evil.	We	lash	
out	when	we	feel	attacked.	We	tacitly	allow	oppressive	social	structures	to	
stand	when	we	don’t	feel	the	oppression	but	benefit	from	it	instead.	We	do	it	
any	time	we	place	ourselves	in	God’s	seat,	judging	right	and	wrong	by	our	own	
standards.	This	was	the	nature	of	Jesus’	temptation	in	the	wilderness	(Matthew	
4).	But	don’t	give	in	to	that	temptation.	Those	who	are	protected,	those	who	
are	blessed	are	those	who	submit	to	the	will	of	the	Lord	even	when	he	leads	us	
into	hardship.	Jesus	succeeded	where	Ahaz	failed.	Who	will	you	follow?	
	
June	4:	Isaiah	9	
“You	have	multiplied	the	nation,	you	have	increased	its	joy;	they	rejoice	before	
you	as	with	joy	at	the	harvest,	as	they	are	glad	when	they	divide	the	spoil.”	
Isaiah	9:3	
	
Nobody	likes	to	give	bad	news	or	be	around	when	it’s	given.	It’s	hard	to	know	
what	the	right	thing	to	say	is.	But	some	passages	of	Scripture	make	me	think	
that	sometimes	it’s	hard	to	give	good	news.	Isaiah	often	talks	about	the	



destruction	of	Israel.	Even	in	this	chapter,	more	verses	are	devoted	to	bad	
news	than	to	good.	But	Isaiah	has	squeezed	in	7	verses	of	sweet	hope	for	the	
faithful	people	of	God.	
	
Why	would	it	be	hard	to	give	good	news?	Because	the	reality	of	the	situation	is	
so	grim	for	God’s	people.	They	will	face	exile.	Their	families	have	abandoned	
God.	Their	communities	will	be	destroyed.	There	may	be	hope	for	God’s	people	
a	few	generations	down,	but	what’s	to	become	of	us	here	and	now?	
	
We	are	charged	with	the	same	task	as	Isaiah,	bringing	the	message	of	a	future	
hope	to	ease	a	present	tragedy.	When	a	child	dies	or	when	a	natural	disaster	
wipes	out	a	city,	what	good	is	a	reminder	of	God’s	victory	over	sin?	The	words	
might	feel	hollow,	like	sending	in	a	Hallmark	card	to	a	funeral.	But	these	words	
contain	great	power.	When	there	is	no	other	light	in	our	lives,	this	light	cannot	
be	extinguished.	Though	our	hope	is	in	delayed	gratification,	it	is	a	sure	hope.	
And	what’s	more	is	that	we	can	trust	in	the	Lord’s	plan	even	when	he	leads	us	
into	hardship	because	we	know	that	his	framework	of	thought	over	us	is	love.	
Even	when	we	face	heartbreak,	we	know	that	this	moment	is	meant	to	
demonstrate	his	love	to	us.	In	some	way,	at	some	time	we	will	come	to	
understand	how	the	lowest	moments	in	our	lives	will	magnify	his	glory.	In	that	
way	they	are	transformed	from	monsters	in	our	closets	to	jewels	in	our	
crowns.	Cling	to	these	joyous	words.	Don’t	fear	that	they	will	not	have	power	
for	you.	They	are	the	greatest	source	of	relief	in	the	time	of	struggle	possible!	
	
June	5:	Isaiah	10	
“When	the	Lord	has	finished	all	his	work	on	Mount	Zion	and	on	Jerusalem,	he	will	
punish	the	speech	of	the	arrogant	heart	of	the	king	of	Assyria	and	the	boastful	
look	in	his	eyes.”	Isaiah	10:12	
	
One	of	the	biggest	stumbling	blocks	to	belief	in	God	is	the	unjust	nature	of	the	
world.	How	can	a	powerful	and	loving	God	permit	evil	to	run	roughshod	over	
good	people?	Why	do	the	innocent	die?	Why	do	the	evil	prosper?	The	problem	
of	evil	has	many	facets	that	trip	people	up,	but	the	idea	that	God	might	allow	
evil	to	grow	while	the	good	diminishes	is	difficult	to	grasp.	
	
In	Isaiah	10	the	Lord	lifts	the	veil	a	bit	on	his	response	to	this	question.	
Sometimes	evil	is	allowed	to	flourish	as	a	result	of	our	choices.	Judah’s	
dependence	on	Assyria	instead	of	God	leads	to	Assyria’s	assault	on	Judah.	



Exodus	24:6-7,	the	Bible	verse	most	quoted	by	the	biblical	authors,	says	that	
God	will	not	magically	erase	the	consequences	of	our	sins.	When	you	hurt	
someone	else	with	your	choices,	that	cause	will	have	an	effect	in	their	life.	
Jesus’	death	and	resurrection	covers	our	eternal	consequences,	but	we	still	
have	an	impact	on	this	earth.	So	we	see	even	the	evil	in	our	own	lives	prospers	
and	damages	our	own	innocent	victims.	
	
But	as	the	chapter	unfolds	we	see	God’s	justice	will	not	leave	the	bully	
unpunished.	After	its	purpose	has	been	served	against	Judah,	evil	will	find	
itself	under	the	judgment	of	the	Lord.	And	this	same	principle	stands	for	all	
evil.	Jesus	preached	about	a	coming	Day	of	the	Lord	when	all	evil	would	be	cast	
out	of	God’s	good	creation.	It	will	face	the	just	end	it	cannot	evade.	So	even	if	
we	don’t	see	evil	punished	in	this	life,	we	are	confident	that	the	end	of	this	
story	is	righteous.	Evil	will	not	reign	forever.	
	
June	6:	Isaiah	11	
“There	shall	come	 forth	a	shoot	 from	the	stump	of	 Jesse,	and	a	branch	 from	his	
roots	shall	bear	fruit.	And	the	Spirit	of	the	LORD	shall	rest	upon	him,	the	Spirit	of	
wisdom	 and	 understanding,	 the	 Spirit	 of	 counsel	 and	 might,	 the	 Spirit	 of	
knowledge	 and	 the	 fear	 of	 the	 LORD.	 And	 his	 delight	 shall	 be	 in	 the	 fear	 of	 the	
LORD.	He	shall	not	judge	by	what	his	eyes	see,	or	decide	disputes	by	what	his	ears	
hear,	but	with	righteousness	he	shall	 judge	the	poor,	and	decide	with	equity	for	
the	meek	of	the	earth;	and	he	shall	strike	the	earth	with	the	rod	of	his	mouth,	and	
with	the	breath	of	his	lips	he	shall	kill	the	wicked.	Righteousness	shall	be	the	belt	
of	his	waist,	and	faithfulness	the	belt	of	his	loins.”	Isaiah	11:1-5		
	
Seven	hundred	years	before	the	messiah	came,	Isaiah	was	describing	Him.	
Make	no	mistake,	the	times	were	dire	in	Isaiah's	day,	and	his	proclamation	was	
a	ray	of	hope.	The	kings	were	terrible.	The	neighbors	were	pressing	in	like	
never	before.	The	northern	kingdom	was	on	the	brink	of	destruction.	The	
southern	kingdom	would	face	it	just	a	few	generations	later.	All	hell	seemed	to	
have	come	to	earth	-	yet	Isaiah	is	proclaiming	there	would	be	fruit	come	from	
the	stump	-	the	decimated	people	of	God	could	and	would	bear	fruit.	Salvation	
would	be	found	in	Him	and	things	would	be	set	right	again.	
	
Don't	miss	the	fact	that	we	still	can	have	that	same	ray	of	hope.	I'm	sure	you	
have	probably	seen	a	stump	with	a	small	shoot	coming	out	of	it	even	after	you	
thought	the	tree	was	long	beyond	repair.	That	tender	shoot	shows	that	life	is	



still	possible.	The	Messiah,	Jesus,	would	bring	life	again	to	God's	people.	O	how	
they	must	have	longed	for	it	to	happen	in	their	lifetime.	I'm	sure	many	believed	
it	would	happen	soon.	They	looked	forward	to	the	Hope	of	Heaven.	We	look	
back	with	a	vantage	point	that	confirms	that	life	really	did	come	through	Jesus,	
and	we	can	experience	Him	today	as	the	Savior	who	reigns.	However,	we	still	
look	forward	in	at	least	one	way,	like	the	people	of	Isaiah's	day	-	we	look	
forward	to	Jesus	putting	everything	right	again	when	He	comes	back	at	the	last	
day.	O	what	a	day	that	will	be.	Savior	come!	
	
June	7:	Isaiah	12	
“Behold,	God	is	my	salvation;	I	will	trust,	and	will	not	be	afraid;	for	the	LORD	GOD	
is	my	strength	and	my	song,	and	he	has	become	my	salvation.	With	joy	you	will	
draw	water	from	the	wells	of	salvation.”	Isaiah	12:2-3	
	
When	you	google	the	definition	of	salvation,	here	are	some	synonyms	that	are	
listed:	lifeline,	preservation,	means	of	escape,	help,	saving,	savior.	Let's	explore	
the	lifeline	synonym	as	it	relates	to	the	salvation	experience.	If	God	is	your	
salvation,	He	is	your	lifeline.	It	is	easy	to	picture	this	when	thinking	of	someone	
who	has	fallen	overboard	from	a	boat	into	the	stormy	waters.	Without	the	
lifeline	being	tossed	to	them,	they	are	doomed.	They	will	perish.	They	will	die.	
Let's	apply	this	spiritually.	God	has	"thrown"	Himself	where	you	can	reach	
Him.	He	has	reached	out	to	you	through	the	incarnation	of	Jesus	Christ.	He	is	
there	for	you	to	reach	out	and	take	hold	of	and	actually	wants	every	person	He	
created	to	do	just	that.	If	you	were	in	the	water,	you	would	not	only	reach	out	
and	grab	the	lifeline,	you	would	embrace	it	and	pull	it	tight	to	your	body	so	you	
couldn't	lose	it.	If	you	reach	out	and	accept	God	as	your	lifeline	through	the	
saving	power	of	Jesus	(see	the	word	trust	in	the	passage),	He	embraces	you	
and	will	not	let	anyone	take	you	out	of	His	hand.	He	saves	you	from	doom	and	
destruction.	He	has	become	your	salvation.	
	
Let's	explore	the	help	synonym	as	it	relates	to	daily	living.	If	God	is	your	
salvation,	He	is	your	help	to	be	able	to	live	a	victorious	life.	We	all	know	the	
truth	that	life	is	hard	and	we	all	have	our	bumps	and	bruises	throughout	our	
lives.	We	can	draw	strength	and	defense	as	we	draw	water	from	the	wells	of	
salvation.	God's	wells	of	help	allow	the	believer	to	endure	anything	imaginable	
since	we	have	been	given	hope.	Even	when	things	are	bad	and	have	absolutely	
no	prospect	for	turning	around,	the	hope	of	eternity	in	heaven	with	our	



Heavenly	Father	can	give	the	believer	more	strength	to	endure	than	he	can	
ever	imagine.		
	
June	8:	Proverbs	26	
“The	words	of	a	whisperer	are	like	delicious	morsels;	they	go	down	into	the	inner	
parts	of	the	body.”	Proverbs	26:22	
	
My	favorite	option	within	my	word	processing	software	is	the	"undo"	button.	
When	I	mess	up	something	or	accidentally	delete	things,	the	"undo"	option	
puts	me	back	at	square	one.	It's	like	it	never	happened.	Don't	you	wish	you	had	
that	for	some	of	the	things	you	have	said	in	the	past?		
	
The	things	we	say	matter.	Our	words	can	cut	very	deeply	and	destroy	
relationships	that	took	years	to	create.	Our	hurtful	words	go	down,	way	down,	
down	to	the	inmost	parts.	Memories	are	sharp	when	it	comes	to	hurtful	words.	
We	may	not	be	able	to	remember	what	we	went	into	Walmart	to	get,	but	we	
remember	for	years	the	wrongful	comments	and	accusations	of	others.	Even	
when	people	are	wrong	about	us,	and	we	know	it,	their	words	seem	to	stick	to	
the	inside	and	color	the	way	we	live.	That	stickiness	is	why	we	need	to	watch	
our	gossip	and	be	few	with	our	words.	Think	about	it.	The	more	words	you	say,	
the	more	chances	there	are	of	you	saying	something	that	you	need	to	take	
back.	Think	about	it.	More	listening,	less	talking.		
	
June	9:	1	Corinthians	6	
“To	have	lawsuits	at	all	with	one	another	is	already	a	defeat	for	you.	Why	not	
rather	suffer	wrong?	Why	not	rather	be	defrauded?	But	you	yourselves	wrong	
and	defraud-	even	your	own	brothers!”	1	Corinthians	6:7-8	
	
Conflict	resolution	is	one	of	the	toughest	things	for	us	to	learn	to	do	well.	We’re	
naturally	afraid	of	healthy	conflict,	and	there	are	different	ways	to	respond	to	
it.	Many	people	think	they	do	the	world	a	favor	by	avoiding	conflict.	They	
bottle	up	their	emotions,	letting	them	leak	out	in	quiet	conversations	with	
other	people.	This	is	poisonous	for	the	Body	of	Christ.	Matthew	18	tells	us	it’s	
important	to	go	directly	to	the	one	that	you	have	a	problem	with	and	talk	it	
through.	Don’t	go	to	4	or	5	friends	and	stir	the	pot	before	you	address	the	issue	
with	the	other	person!	You	only	taint	your	friends’	minds	toward	that	person	
and	harden	your	own	heart	against	them.	The	only	good	that	can	come	from	
this	is	that	your	friends	might	rebuke	you	and	send	you	to	the	other	person!	



	
The	opposite	tack	is	also	popular.	When	conflict	arises	a	person	might	explode	
in	an	emotional	attack.	“A	good	offense	is	the	best	defense,”	goes	the	old	saying.	
Instead	of	seeking	resolution	and	forgiveness	between	the	two	of	you,	you	seek	
the	right	for	yourself.	This	is	equally	poisonous	to	the	Body.	You	dismiss	the	
idea	that	you	might	have	even	the	slightest	fault	in	the	circumstance,	and	you	
hide	from	your	responsibility	to	love	by	playing	the	victim.	You	quell	any	
pushback	from	the	other	person	by	being	a	“righteous”	bully.	The	only	good	
that	comes	from	this	is	that	the	other	person	quickly	learns	that	you	are	a	fool	
and	should	be	dealt	with	only	very	carefully!	
	
Paul	states	plainly	that	it’s	of	higher	value	in	a	believer’s	mind	to	suffer	wrong	
patiently,	seeking	no	vindication	for	yourself	than	to	resort	to	either	of	these	
paths.	From	the	position	of	suffering,	we	find	ourselves	relating	to	the	suffering	
of	Christ	and	protect	our	own	righteous	stance	by	not	resorting	to	sin.	Jesus	
wasn’t	kidding	in	the	Beatitudes	when	he	said	that	the	meek,	merciful,	and	
peacemakers	are	the	ones	who	are	blessed.	Carefully	consider	your	path	
forward	when	conflict	arises	in	the	church.	
	
June	10:	1	Corinthians	7	
“For	the	wife	does	not	have	authority	over	her	own	body,	but	the	husband	does.	
Likewise	the	husband	does	not	have	authority	over	his	own	body,	but	the	wife	
does.”	1	Corinthians	7:4	
	
And	all	the	men	said,	“Amen!”	One	of	the	reasons	I	love	1	Corinthians	so	much	
is	that	it	gives	good,	practical	guidelines	for	the	difficult	areas	of	life,	and	sex	
comes	in	near	the	top	of	the	“difficult”	list	in	every	person’s	life.	Within	
marriage	it	causes	conflict	over	how	often,	how	much,	and	what	has	to	come	
before	or	after.	Marriage	counselors	know	to	move	quickly	to	questions	about	
sex	because	that	is	often	near	the	root	cause	of	the	problem.	
	
Sex	is	a	problem	even	(maybe	especially)	for	the	single.	For	most	abstinence	is	
a	very	difficult	problem,	men	and	women	alike.	Those	who	have	never	had	sex	
still	perceive	the	natural	desire	in	themselves,	and	our	culture	sells	it	as	the	
ultimate	pleasure.	So	it	should	be	easy	to	understand	why	the	unmarried	are	
often	consumed	by	their	desire.	The	same	is	perhaps	worse	for	the	divorced.	
Having	had	righteous	access	to	sex,	they	understand	the	depths	of	its	benefits.	
They	have	felt	the	deep	connection.	They	have	seen	their	relationship	



transformed	by	it.	And	now	they	lack	that	connection.	What	heartbreak	it	must	
add	on	top	of	the	physical	hunger.	
	
The	point	is	that	sex	is	hard	for	everyone.	And	the	reason	it’s	so	hard	is	that	
sexual	relationships	are	the	place	where	we	most	tangibly	release	authority	
over	ourselves.	Healthy	sexual	relationships	across	all	marital	statuses	are	
those	where	you	have	completely	surrendered	authority	to	another,	whether	it	
is	your	spouse	or	the	Lord.	That	kind	of	surrender	does	not	come	naturally.	It	
only	comes	by	the	power	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	So	if	you	are	struggling	under	this	
weight,	pray.	Each	day	bring	it	before	the	Lord	and	offer	it	to	him	anew.	Under	
his	leadership	you	will	find	sex	the	most	amazing	blessing!	
	
June	11:	1	Corinthians	8	
“Take	care	that	this	right	of	yours	does	not	somehow	become	a	stumbling	block	
to	the	weak.”	1	Corinthians	8:9	
 

It	is	a	good	thing	to	think	about	your	relationship	to	God	on	a	personal	level.	
Thinking	about	the	relationship	between	you	and	God	as	one	to	One	helps	us	
fully	consider	how	much	God	loves	you	-	you	personally.	However,	we	can	go	
astray	and	sin	against	God	when	we	get	this	line	of	thinking	out	of	balance.		
	
The	Christian	life	is	done	in	relationship	not	only	with	Him,	but	also	with	other	
people.	Those	people	are	the	people	that	are	very	close	to	us	(family	and	
friends)	and	around	us	(the	world).	We	cannot	get	so	focused	on	ourselves	that	
we	forget	that	we	have	a	responsibility	to	be	God's	champion	around	everyone	
else	we	come	in	contact	with	every	day.	We	must	put	aside	the	temptation	to	
be	"me	first"	and	be	willing	to	see	the	bigger	picture	when	it	comes	to	other	
people	and	their	relationship	to	God.	
	
Our	job	is	always	to	help	others	take	a	step	closer	to	the	Lord.	Sure,	there	are	
times	when	we	can	speak	out	and	champion	the	truth,	but	sometimes	we	draw	
battle	lines	and	try	to	be	a	warrior	for	God	when	He'd	rather	us	see	other	
people	through	His	eyes	and	just	listen	to	them.	Everyone	has	a	past	that	colors	
their	view	of	Him	and	the	salvation	He	offers.	We	should	champion	God	rather	
than	a	cause,	using	the	Holy	Spirit's	wisdom	in	every	situation	and	
conversation.	We	don't	help	people	come	closer	to	God	when	we	are	stumbling	
blocks.	We	help	them	get	closer	to	Him	by	getting	out	of	the	way.	Don't	eclipse	
the	Son.	Step	aside	and	let	them	see	the	Son.	Be	willing	to	forgo	winning	a	



debate	by	talking	to	the	person	not	at	them.	Consider	others	before	yourself	in	
order	to	help	them	see	God,	not	necessarily	your	point	of	view.	
	
June	12:	1	Corinthians	9	
“I	discipline	my	body	and	keep	it	under	control,	lest	after	preaching	to	others	I	
myself	should	be	disqualified.”	1	Corinthians	9:27	
	
Are	you	sensing	a	theme	in	these	chapters?	In	each	issue	Paul	addresses	he	
admonishes	believers	to	make	less	of	themselves	so	that	others	might	be	
strengthened	in	their	faith.	In	this	case	he	is	talking	about	his	own	right	to	
claim	a	salary	in	the	course	of	his	ministry.	He	uses	biblical	evidence	to	prove	
that	those	who	serve	in	full-time	ministry	are	right	to	ask	for	payment,	and	
most	do.	But	Paul	says	that	he	doesn’t	personally	demand	any	payment	at	all	
for	his	ministry.	Instead	he	works	on	the	side	as	a	tent	maker	so	that	he	can	
share	the	gospel	at	no	cost.	He	goes	so	far	as	to	say,	“Woe	to	me	if	I	do	not	
preach	the	gospel,”	(v.	16).	The	burden	the	Lord	had	placed	on	his	heart	for	the	
gospel	was	so	great,	he	couldn’t	help	but	preach	regardless	of	how	he	came	by	
food	and	clothes	for	himself!	
	
What	is	your	heart	burdened	with	in	such	a	way	that	necessity	is	laid	upon	
you?	Where	has	God	gifted	you?	What	paths	has	he	led	you	down	where	the	
passions	of	your	heart	have	ached?	This	is	your	ministry.	All	other	things	are	
secondary.	Give	yourself	to	it.	That	isn’t	to	say	that	every	believer	is	called	to	
full-time	ministry,	but	each	of	us	are	called	to	make	the	spiritual	development	
of	others	our	priority.	God	placed	us	before	himself,	leaving	heaven	and	coming	
to	die	a	gruesome	death.	Disciples	of	Jesus	will	follow	after	him,	using	our	
skills,	resources,	and	time	to	draw	others	to	the	grace	of	God.	Pray	that	the	
Lord	will	strengthen	you	in	this	pursuit,	and	trust	that	he	will	provide	every	
blessing	that	is	necessary	in	his	time.	
	
June	13:	1	Corinthians	10	
“Now	these	things	happened	to	them	as	an	example,	but	they	were	written	down	
for	our	instruction,	on	whom	the	end	of	the	ages	has	come.	Therefore	let	anyone	
who	thinks	that	he	stands	take	heed	lest	he	fall.”	1	Corinthians	10:11-12	
	
In	this	chapter	Paul	recalls	several	stories	from	the	Exodus.	Each	is	a	story	of	
God’s	faithfulness	and	Israel’s	unfaithfulness.	People	often	ask	why	Israel	had	
to	go	through	the	things	that	they	did.	They	ask	why	the	old	covenant	was	



necessary	if	Jesus	is	the	only	way	to	salvation.	Here	Paul	let’s	us	know.	God	
worked	through	Israel	the	way	he	did	for	our	benefit.	He	had	them	put	their	
lives	to	work	demonstrating	to	us	that	righteousness	is	unattainable	even	
under	the	best	circumstances.	Reading	their	history,	we	see	the	history	of	God	
and	man	in	clear	focus.	God	reaches	out	to	us,	but	we	refuse	his	advances	and	
pursue	our	own	desires.	
	
There	is	a	warning	here	for	us,	though,	even	beyond	that.	Israel	lived	as	best	
they	could	according	to	the	laws	God	gave	them,	and	their	hearts	were	so	
perverted	by	sin	that	they	couldn’t	even	tell	when	they	began	to	stray	from	his	
path.	Or	maybe	they	just	didn’t	think	their	sin	was	so	egregious.	Whatever	the	
circumstance,	the	warning	is	that	we	often	fail	in	the	same	way.	We	take	small	
steps	away	from	his	commands,	and	we	think	that	we	are	still	standing	in	
righteousness.	But	it’s	at	those	moments	that	we	fall	the	hardest.	Take	heed	of	
the	Israelites’	sin.	They	ignored	their	relationship	with	God	and	lived	according	
to	a	checklist	to	gain	a	righteousness	of	their	own.	If	you	think	you	aren’t	
plagued	by	sin	every	day,	you	are	in	a	precarious	position,	ready	to	fall	at	any	
moment.	Wake	up	and	repent.	Your	heart	is	warped	by	sin,	and	the	Lord	is	still	
working	in	you	to	transform	it.	Hold	tight	to	his	commands.	Lean	on	your	loved	
ones	to	help	you	see	where	you	are	falling	away.	Walk	humbly	with	the	Lord.	
	
June	14:	1	Corinthians	11	
“Do	this	in	remembrance	of	me.”	1	Corinthians	11:24	
	
Chapter	11	brings	the	theme	of	submission	to	a	head.	Paul	talks	about	the	
submission	of	a	wife	to	her	husband.	He	points	us	back	to	the	created	order	of	
God,	saying	that	the	way	things	are	handed	to	us	are	from	the	Lord	(v.	12).	But	
the	great	significance	of	this,	and	the	rest	that	we	can	find	in	this	
pronouncement	is	found	starting	in	verse	17.		
	
In	the	Body	of	Christ	we	strive	for	unity	through	all	conflict.	In	the	Body	of	
Christ	we	strive	to	submit	to	one	another,	making	ourselves	as	low	as	possible.	
The	reason	we	do	this,	the	reason	we	submit	ourselves	to	the	boundaries	of	the	
Lord	is	that	he	himself	demonstrates	his	trustworthiness	by	laying	his	own	life	
down	on	our	behalf.	We	call	it	Communion	because	it	is	a	reminder	to	us	of	the	
unity	we	have	in	his	body	and	blood.	Because	he	made	himself	low,	so	will	we.	
Because	he	gave	himself	up	for	us,	we	can	trust	his	commands	for	us.		
	



There	are	always	times	in	our	lives	where	our	flesh	pushes	back	against	the	
commands	of	God,	but	whenever	you	face	that	temptation,	call	yourself	back	to	
the	table	with	Jesus.	See	his	broken	flesh,	his	poured	out	blood	and	know	that	
his	plan	for	your	life	is	superior.	He	is	watching	over	you	closely.	His	love	is	for	
you.	Trust	him,	and	follow	him	to	the	end	of	the	earth.	His	life	for	you	is	the	
blessed	one.	Live	accordingly.	
	
June	15:	Proverbs	27	
“The	crucible	is	for	silver,	and	the	furnace	is	for	gold,	and	a	man	is	tested	by	his	
praise.”	Proverbs	27:21	
	
Different	translations	of	this	verse	can	lend	slightly	different	meanings,	but	
there	is	a	central	idea	posited	here.	The	writer	begins	his	comparison	with	
metallurgy.	Silver	and	gold	are	purified	by	being	melted	down,	so	that	all	their	
impurities	float	to	the	top	and	are	skimmed	off.	When	they	have	been	well	
purified,	all	that	is	left	is	the	pure	mineral.	But	if	you	were	purchasing	silver	or	
gold	and	didn’t	trust	the	level	of	purification	that	was	advertised,	you	would	
test	it	through	the	same	process.	You	would	melt	it	and	see	how	much	impurity	
floated	to	the	top.		
	
The	writer	of	the	proverb	says	that	a	man	is	tested	“according	to	his	praise.”	
This	can	be	taken	two	ways.	The	NKJV	and	NASB	assume	that	he	is	tested	
according	to	the	praise	he	receives	from	others.	If	you	have	a	reputation	for	
faithful	and	humble	service,	that	will	be	their	report	on	you.	If	you	are	a	
slimeball	who	takes	advantage	of	the	weak,	that	will	be	their	report.	
Alternatively,	the	ESV	and	NIV	translate	it	so	that	a	man	is	tested	according	to	
the	things	he	praises.	Your	friends	and	neighbors	will	know	if	you	value	the	
things	of	God	by	what	you	gab	on	and	on	about.			
	
Both	translations	suggest	that	there	is	a	direct	relation	between	what	is	in	our	
heart	and	how	we	live	our	lives.	Our	words,	actions,	passions,	and	pursuits	all	
tell	us	what	impurities	are	floating	around	in	our	hearts.	Find	trusted	friends	
and	close	neighbors	to	help	you	examine	your	purity.	Then	ask	the	Lord	to	
cleanse	out	the	sin	so	that	all	that	is	left	is	pure	Christ.	
	
	
	
	



June	16:	Leviticus	6	
“He	shall	restore	it	in	full	and	shall	add	a	fifth	to	it,	and	give	it	to	him	to	whom	it	
belongs	on	the	day	he	realizes	his	guilt.	And	he	shall	bring	to	the	priest	as	his	
compensation	to	the	Lord	a	ram	without	blemish	out	of	the	flock.”	Leviticus	6:5-6	
	
Many	people	never	read	through	the	book	of	Leviticus,	and	perhaps	the	main	
reason	is	that	it	is	boring.	There’s	just	no	way	around	it.	It	is	a	book	of	laws,	
and	it	is	very	repetitive.	What’s	worse	is	that	we	don’t	submit	ourselves	to	
many	of	the	laws,	so	we	wonder	why	we	should	spend	any	time	on	it	at	all!	But	
the	book	of	Leviticus	serves	our	spiritual	growth	in	many	important	ways.	One	
of	those	ways	is	laid	out	in	the	5th	and	6th	verses	of	chapter	6.		
	
Our	sins	always	have	victims.	Usually	it’s	clear	who	the	primary	victim	is.	It	
might	be	another	person,	like	family	or	coworkers	or	someone	in	line	at	the	
grocery	store.	Sometimes	we	apologize	for	those	sins,	sometimes	we	don’t.	The	
victim	of	our	sins	might	be	God.	A	lot	of	times	we	only	apologize	generally	for	
those	sins.	The	truth	is,	though,	that	there	are	almost	always	secondary	victims	
of	our	sins.	God	is	the	creator	and	lover	of	all	people,	so	you	can	pretty	much	
always	add	him	to	the	list	of	the	offended.	And	then	there	are	our	kids	or	the	
bystanders	and	observers	who	will	deal	with	the	effects	of	our	sins.	They	are	
also	on	that	list.		
	
The	laws	of	Leviticus	help	us	understand	the	weight	of	our	sins	against	each	
and	every	one	of	these	people.	It	reminds	us	to	value	highly	the	victims	of	our	
sin.	It	teaches	us	to	seek	their	restoration	from	the	effects	of	our	sin.	We	
shouldn’t	run	and	hide	from	our	responsibility.	We	should	face	it	head	on,	
seeking	the	welfare	of	others	more	than	our	own	pride.	Naming	your	faults	and	
owning	up	to	them	isn’t	about	shame	or	vengeance;	it’s	about	loving	others	and	
making	things	right	as	far	as	you’re	able.	
	
June	17:	Leviticus	7	
“It	is	most	holy.”	Leviticus	7:6	
	
In	this	chapter	the	Lord	lays	out	more	instructions	about	how	particular	
offerings	are	to	be	made.	The	blood	and	fat	and	giblets	and	things	must	be	
dealt	with	in	very	particular	ways.	There	are	special	people	who	get	to	eat	
certain	parts	of	the	offerings,	but	only	when	they	are	ritually	clean.	There	is	
choreography	for	how	some	of	the	sacrifices	will	be	offered.	



	
The	tone	for	this	book	is	very	stern	and	serious.	Yahweh	is	very	particular	
about	how	his	worship	will	be	carried	out,	and	that	is	because	he’s	holy.	He	is	
in	a	special	category.	He	is	separated	out	from	all	others.	And	by	these	laws	he	
makes	others	holy.	The	offerings	are	holy,	the	priests	are	holy,	the	offerers	are	
holy,	the	altar	is	holy.	A	holy	God	deserves	holiness	in	return.	When	his	people	
came	to	him,	he	wanted	their	best.	He	wanted	it	to	be	meaningful.	He	wanted	it	
to	make	an	impact.	The	strenuous	nature	of	these	laws	helped	the	people	of	
Israel,	and	us,	understand	the	holiness	of	God.	It	teaches	us	the	seriousness	of	
being	in	relationship	with	him.	That’s	a	lesson	we	need	more	and	more	every	
year.	Maybe	we	ought	to	read	Leviticus	more	often…	
	
June	18:	Leviticus	8	
“You	shall	not	go	outside	the	entrance	of	the	tent	of	meeting	for	seven	days,	until	
the	days	of	your	ordination	are	completed,	for	it	will	take	seven	days	to	ordain	
you.”	Leviticus 	 8:33 	   	
	
Leviticus	8	describes	the	ordinations	of	Aaron	and	his	sons	into	the	priesthood.	
It's	a	gruesome,	unusual,	and	long	process.	The	role	of	the	priest	was	to	make	
atonement	for	God's	people	by	making	sacrifices	on	behalf	of	them.	So,	in	
effect,	Aaron	and	his	sons	were	set	apart	for	the	purpose	of	helping	set	right	
the	relationship	between	God	and	His	people.	It	was	an	awesome,	important,	
and	dangerous	role.		
	
When	Jesus	came,	the	high	priest	became	the	sacrifice.	He	offered	Himself	as	
the	supreme	sacrifice,	the	once	and	for	all	way	to	have	right	relationship	with	
the	Father.	Now,	Jesus	expects	us	to	fulfill	the	role	of	priest	God's	people	were	
long	intended	to	have	as	declared	in	Exodus	19:5-6.		“Now	if	you	obey	me	fully	
and	keep	my	covenant,	then	out	of	all	nations	you	will	be	my	treasured	
possession.	Although	the	whole	earth	is	mine,	you	will	be	for	me	a	kingdom	of	
priests	and	a	holy	nation.’	These	are	the	words	you	are	to	speak	to	the	
Israelites.”		
	
Peter	echoed	Gods'	desire	in	1	Peter	2:9.	“But	you	are	a	chosen	people,	a	royal	
priesthood,	a	holy	nation,	God’s	special	possession,	that	you	may	declare	the	
praises	of	him	who	called	you	out	of	darkness	into	his	wonderful	light.”	So,	
God's	people	have	direct	access	to	right	relationship	to	the	Father,	and	we	can	
directly	and	personally	experience	the	love	of	our	God,	and	we	can	(and	



should)	act	as	intermediaries	for	others	who	don't	know	him	by	proclaiming	
the	supreme	sacrifice	of	Jesus	and	His	position	of	High	Priest,	Supreme	
Prophet,	and	Reigning	King.	
	
Embrace	your	role	as	priest	and	pursue	a	right	relationship	with	the	Lord.	
Then,	proclaim	His	praises.	Get	to	it,	priest.	You	have	been	ordained,	but	
without	having	to	put	blood	on	your	ear,	thumb,	and	toe.		
	
June	19:	Leviticus	9	
“And	fire	came	out	from	before	the	Lord	and	consumed	the	burnt	offering	and	the	
pieces	of	fat	on	the	altar,	and	when	all	the	people	saw	it,	they	shouted	and	fell	on	
their	faces.”	Leviticus	9:24	
	
When	I	read	this	story,	I	picture	Moses	as	a	father	and	the	people	of	Israel	as	
his	children.	I	think	of	when	parents	have	young	children	order	for	themselves	
at	restaurants	or	pay	a	cashier	or	feed	an	animal.	There	is	a	bit	of	nervousness	
in	the	child,	so	the	parent	gently	lays	out	the	instructions	for	them.	Each	step	is	
taken	carefully.	And	sometimes	there	is	a	snafu	that	startles	the	child;	the	
animal	might	make	a	noise	or	the	waiter	can’t	hear	what	they	said.	That	is	the	
feeling	at	the	first	offering	in	the	Tabernacle.	
	
Moses	has	carefully	passed	on	the	instructions	from	the	Lord	for	these	
offerings,	but	now	they	will	actually	carry	it	out	for	the	first	time!	There’s	
excitement	in	the	air.	I	would	imagine	that	Aaron	and	his	sons	are	terrified.	
They	are	the	ones	called	into	the	presence	of	God	to	carry	out	his	commands.	If	
you	have	read	the	previous	chapters	carefully,	you	see	in	this	chapter	a	careful	
duplication	of	exactly	what	God	said.	The	good	news	is	that	they	do	it	right,	and	
the	Lord	accepts	the	offering	with	a	consuming	fire.	I	like	to	think	he	goosed	
the	flames	a	little	to	get	a	laugh	out	of	startling	the	Israelites	a	little.	
	
There	is	nothing	wrong	with	this	childlike	awe	before	the	Lord.	Even	for	the	
most	seasoned	followers,	there	is	always	some	new	step	of	faith	to	take.	It	is	
right	that	we	give	him	and	his	commands	the	respect	they	deserve.	We	should	
be	careful	to	obey	him	exactly.	But	just	as	with	children,	we	will	find	that	our	
Lord	is	leading	us	to	a	richer	life.	It	comes	with	more	responsibilities	and	
challenges,	but	it	is	the	most	rewarding	life.	A	child	needs	to	learn	to	do	basic	
tasks	for	themselves,	and	the	Lord	intends	for	us	to	learn	to	obey	him	in	more	



and	more	powerful	ways.	What	an	exciting	life	we	look	forward	to,	though.	
Morning	by	morning	he	will	pour	out	more	blessing	on	us!	
	
June	20:	Leviticus	10	
“And	fire	came	out	from	before	the	Lord	and	consumed	them,	and	they	died	
before	the	Lord.”	Leviticus	10:2	
	
How	seriously	do	you	take	what	we	do	when	we	gather	for	worship?	How	
often	do	you	only	go	through	the	motions?	How	often	do	you	come	with	a	heart	
distracted	by	busyness	or	discontent?	If	you	are	a	normal	person,	it	happens	a	
lot.	But	Leviticus	chapter	10	makes	it	clear	that	the	Lord	takes	it	very	seriously.	
It	is	very	important	to	him	that	his	people	come	before	him	with	a	right	
understanding	of	his	and	their	holiness.		
	
Nadab	and	Abihu	lose	their	lives	in	this	chapter	because	they	didn’t	follow	his	
command.	It	wasn’t	that	they	worshiped	false	gods	or	even	failed	to	worship	
the	Lord.	They	attempted	to	take	the	order	of	worship	into	their	own	hands,	
away	from	the	commands	of	God,	and	they	died	because	of	their	sin.	They	were	
so	close	to	his	presence	that	even	the	smallest	misstep	meant	their	destruction.	
	
Believers	now	have	the	presence	of	the	Lord	with	in	us.	The	Spirit	of	God	goes	
with	us	day	and	night,	so	we	must	always	be	careful	of	our	step.	Graciously,	
though,	the	Lord	has	cleansed	us	with	the	blood	of	Jesus.	We	no	longer	face	the	
threat	of	imminent	death	at	every	sin.	That	punishment	is	paid.	But	it	is	still	
right	for	us	to	examine	our	hearts	carefully	when	we	focus	our	attention	on	
him.	We	need	to	seek	transformed	hearts.	We	need	to	pray	for	our	lives	to	be	
cleansed	of	all	unrighteousness	because	he	is	worthy	of	our	pure	attention	and	
honor.	Thank	the	Lord	for	the	clear	perspective	we	find	in	Leviticus	concerning	
our	relationship	to	him!	
	
June	21:	Proverbs	28	
Whoever	works	his	land	will	have	plenty	of	bread,	but	he	who	follows	worthless	
pursuits	will	have	plenty	of	poverty.”	Proverbs	28:19	
	
Irony	is	when	an	artist	uses	one	thing	on	a	surface	level	to	actually	point	to	its	
opposite	underneath.	Proverbs	28:19	is	a	perfect	example	of	this.	On	the	
surface	is	a	wise	saying	about	working	hard	to	obtain	wealth	instead	of	
resorting	to	slothfulness.	This	is	truth.	We	can’t	expect	to	have	the	world	



handed	to	us	on	a	platter,	so	hard	work	must	be	a	part	of	our	character.	But	
hard	work	will	not	gain	us	the	bread	we	really	need.	
	
Many	people	are	willing	to	sacrifice	their	spiritual	growth	and	their	family	for	
the	sake	of	“the	job.”	We	refuse	to	turn	off	the	phone.	We	can’t	go	on	a	week	of	
vacation	without	checking	our	inbox.	We	work	more	hours.	All	these	things	
lead	to	a	higher	paycheck.	They	garner	more	respect	for	us	among	our	
coworkers.	It	seems	like	we	are	doing	ourselves	and	our	family	a	favor,	but	
what	are	we	gaining,	and	what	are	we	losing?		
	
When	we	slavishly	devote	ourselves	to	work,	we	gain	only	temporary	
blessings.	We	are	storing	up	treasures	where	moths	eat	and	rust	destroys.	
Instead	God	would	have	us	make	our	priority	our	relationship	with	him.	“Do	
not	lay	up	for	yourselves	treasures	on	earth,	where	moth	and	rust	destroy	and	
where	thieves	break	in	and	steal,	but	lay	up	for	yourselves	treasures	in	heaven,	
where	neither	moth	nor	rust	destroys	and	where	thieves	do	not	break	in	and	
steal.	For	where	your	treasure	is,	there	your	heart	will	be	also,”	(Matthew	6:19-
21).			
	
Where	is	your	heart?	What	do	you	value?	Are	you	so	focused	on	getting	the	
next	dime	that	you	are	neglecting	what	has	eternal	value?	Are	you	shirking	
your	responsibilities	to	raise	up	a	family	Jesus	followers?	Pray	that	God	would	
teach	you	to	rightly	value	your	work.	
	
June	22:	Habakkuk	1	
“Look	among	the	nations,	and	see;	wonder	and	be	astounded.	For	I	am	doing	a	
work	in	your	days	that	you	would	not	believe	if	told.”	Habakkuk	1:5	

	
Do	you	ever	get	discouraged	at	the	current	state	of	affairs	in	our	country?	
Politically	our	nation	is	divided,	and	each	side	treats	the	other	disrespectfully.	
The	murder	of	unborn	children	still	happens.	Traditional	values	are	under	
constant	attack.	Sinful	behaviors	are	becoming	more	and	more	prevalent	in	
those	who	attend	churches.	Habakkuk	felt	this	way	among	his	countrymen.	In	
the	first	four	verses	he	laments	that	all	the	violence	and	destruction	he	sees,	
and	that	justice	is	nowhere	to	be	found.	He	asks	where	God	is	and	what	He’s	
going	to	do	about	all	of	this	evil,	but	God’s	answer	is	unexpected.	
	



God	told	Habakkuk	that	he	was	raising	the	Chaldeans	(another	name	for	the	
Babylonians)	to	judge	the	Israelites.	This	shocked	Habakkuk	because	the	
Babylonians	were	more	violent	than	the	Israelites	(v.	13)!	Habakkuk	couldn't	
understand	how	God	could	use	an	evil	people	to	bring	about	good,	but	He	can.	
Something	about	this	truth	bothers	many	of	us.	When	we	look	at	the	lives	of	
Joseph,	Job,	or	Pharaoh	we	see	that	the	Lord	allows	evil	(Exodus	4:21)	to	bring	
about	some	good	result.	This	is	especially	true	in	the	example	of	Jesus.	He	was	
innocent,	yet	God	used	the	evil	of	the	cross	to	bring	about	salvation	for	the	
world.	
	
While	it	would	be	nice	to	have	a	simple	answer	that	relieves	us	of	the	tension	
of	God's	use	of	evil,	it's	not	there.	Our	lives	are	a	simple	dot	on	a	much	bigger	
timeline	that	only	God	is	able	to	comprehend.	As	God	directs	human	history,	
He	is	working	in	ways	that	we	can't	comprehend.	Maybe	the	evil	that	God	
allows	in	our	modern	day	will	result	in	good	for	future	generations.	Maybe	the	
good	that	we	are	experiencing	now	is	the	consequence	of	evil	that	previous	
generations	have	suffered.	We	simply	don’t	know.	All	we	know	is	that	our	God	
is	good	(Ps.	100:5)	and	just	(2	Thess.	1:6).	Even	when	we	cannot	see	it,	we	are	
called	to	trust	Him	and	have	confidence	in	his	goodness	and	justice	no	matter	
what.			
	
June	23:	Habakkuk	2	
“For	still	the	vision	awaits	its	appointed	time;	it	hastens	to	the	end—it	will	not	lie.	
If	it	seems	slow,	wait	for	it;	it	will	surely	come;	it	will	not	delay.”	Habakkuk	2:3	

	
In	chapter	one,	Habakkuk	was	surprised	by	the	thought	God	using	Babylon	to	
judge	Israel.	Using	a	more	evil	entity	to	bring	about	justice	didn't	make	sense	
in	Habakkuk's	mind.		But	Habakkuk	did	not	give	up	on	God.	Instead,	he	
determined	to	keep	a	lookout,	like	a	watchmen,	to	see	how	God	was	going	to	
make	everything	right	(v.	1).	In	verses	2-5,	God	assures	Habakkuk	of	three	
things.	He	states	that	what	He	has	declared	(Babylon's	impending	judgement	of	
Israel)	will	come	to	pass.	It	may	seem	like	it	will	never	happen,	but	it	will	
happen	at	the	appointed	time	(vv.	2-3).	Second,	God	says	that	Babylon's	soul	is	
proud,	and	they	will	receive	judgment	as	well	(v.	4a).	Verses	6-20	detail	how	
Babylon	will	also	face	God's	judgment.	The	third	thing	that	God	reminds	
Habakkuk	of	in	verses	2-5	is	that	the	righteous	will	live	by	faith	(v.	4b).	This	
verse	was	so	profound	that	it	was	used	three	different	times	in	the	New	
Testament	(Rom.	1:17;	Gal.	3:11;	Heb.	10:38).			



	
When	we	face	times	when	what	God’s	doing	doesn't	seem	to	make	sense,	
Habakkuk	2	speaks	loud	and	clear.	First,	what	God	has	made	clear	through	His	
Word	(aid	in	our	fight	against	sin,	to	be	present	with	us	always,	to	work	all	
things	for	our	good,	Jesus'	return,	etc.)	will	come	to	pass.	We	may	often	feel	like	
God's	promises	are	forever	in	coming,	but	He	will	bring	them	in	His	time.		
Second,	pride	and	evil	will	always	face	punishment,	even	if	it	doesn't	come	in	
our	time.	Galatians	6:7	says	that	God	will	not	be	mocked	and	that	a	man	reaps	
what	he	sows.	Finally,	we	are	to	live	by	faith.	Even	when	evil	seems	to	engulf	us	
or	we	are	confused	by	what's	happening	around	us,	we	still	trust	in	Jesus	and	
what	He	has	accomplished	for	us	on	the	cross.	We	still	have	faith	that	God	is	
greater	than	our	sin.	We	still	remain	obedient	to	the	Great	Commandments	and	
the	Great	Commission.	We	still	have	faith	that	Jesus	is	coming	soon.			
	
June	24:	Habakkuk	3	
“Yet	I	will	rejoice	in	the	Lord;	I	will	take	joy	in	the	God	of	my	salvation.”	
Habakkuk	3:18	

	
The	final	chapter	of	Habakkuk	is	his	prayer	in	response	to	what	God	is	doing.		
Habakkuk	was	still	struggling	with	the	idea	of	an	evil	Babylon	being	used	by	a	
holy	God,	but	the	way	that	he	reinforced	his	trust	in	God	was	by	remembering	
God's	mighty	power.	Habakkuk	describes	in	awe-inspiring	detail	what	would	
happen	if	God	were	to	appear	before	Creation	(vv.	3-7).	Verses	8-15	depict	God	
as	a	divine	warrior	who	has	conquered	nature	(rivers,	sea,	mountains,	etc.)	and	
all	of	history.	In	verses	16-19,	Habakkuk	reveals	the	mixed	emotions	in	his	
heart	as	he	deals	with	the	forthcoming	judgment.	He	“trembles”	at	the	thought	
of	Israel	being	invaded	yet	he	will	wait	quietly	for	it	(v.	16).	Even	if	there	are	
difficult	times	marked	by	famine	or	lack	(v.	17),	Habakkuk	states	that	he	will	
still	rejoice	in	the	God	of	His	salvation	(v.	18)	and	declare	God	is	his	strength		
(v.	19).			
	
One	of	the	hardest	things	to	face	in	our	life	is	the	unknown.	But	the	way	we	
counter	the	unknown	things	of	faith	or	even	life	is	by	continuing	to	dwell	on	
what	is	known	about	God.	Habakkuk	focused	on	God's	amazing	power	and	
ability	to	conquer	even	the	insurmountable	foes	like	the	sea	or	the	mountain.		
When	you	face	times	of	trial	and	uncertainty,	ask	yourself	how	God	has	shown	
Himself	to	be	trustworthy.	How	has	he	revealed	His	power	in	the	Scriptures?	



How	about	the	Bible?	How	has	He	revealed	His	power	in	your	life?	In	times	of	
uncertainty,	think	about	the	reasons	we	know	we	can	trust	God.	
	
June	25:	Proverbs	29	
“Discipline	your	son,	and	he	will	give	you	rest;	he	will	give	delight	to	your	heart.”	
Proverbs	29:17	
	
Southern	culture	comes	with	a	strong	sense	of	the	importance	of	disciplining	a	
child.	Many	parents	would	eagerly	identify	themselves	as	strict	parents.	But	
many	parents	still	see	their	child	exhibit	wildness	or	a	rebellious	heart.	That	is	
a	serious	burden.	Parents,	mothers	in	particular,	feel	the	judgment	of	people	
around	them	because	of	their	actions	of	their	children	(whether	it’s	real	or	
not).	Proverbs	29	wants	to	call	us	back	to	the	front	line	of	this	battle	even	if	we	
feel	defeated.	
	
Sometimes	what	is	lacking	in	these	situations	is	discipline	in	the	parents,	not	
the	children.	Many	parents	are	inconsistent	with	devotion	to	the	structure	kids	
need.	They	need	the	Spirit	of	God	to	give	them	energy	and	wisdom	to	stand	
firm	for	truth	in	their	children’s	life.	Punishing	a	child	can	be	draining.	It	can	be	
disheartening,	but	consistent	application	of	the	rod	can	help	a	child	understand	
healthy	boundaries.	Other	parents	spend	plenty	of	energy	on	punishment.	
They	might	use	outbursts	to	get	the	child’s	attention	and	scare	them	into	
obedience.	They	are	diligent	in	applying	the	authority	over	the	child’s	life.	
Often	what	is	lacking	in	this	scenario	is	clear	communication	with	the	child	
about	expectations	or	a	sense	that	love	is	at	the	root	of	the	parent’s	actions.	
	
Or	maybe	none	of	these	are	your	problem!	Each	parent	is	different	and	each	
child	is	different.	And	every	day	you	and	your	child	will	grow	and	change,	so	
what	worked	yesterday	may	not	work	today.	Raising	a	child	is	a	huge	
challenge!	Where	we	run	into	trouble	is	where	we	try	to	do	it	on	our	own	and	
without	consulting	the	Lord.	God	has	given	us	the	tools	of	Scripture,	the	Spirit,	
and	our	community	to	help	us	work	out	this	task.	We	need	to	humbly	assess	
our	progress	each	day	and	rely	on	him	to	get	us	through.	But	if	we	will	persist	
in	disciplining	our	child	and	ourselves,	we	will	find	blessed	rest	in	our	child’s	
adulthood	success.	
	
	
	



June	26:	Ephesians	1	
“In	Him	we	have	redemption	through	His	blood,	the	forgiveness	of	trespasses,	
according	to	the	riches	of	His	grace.”	Ephesians	1:7		
	
Our	possession	is	in	Christ.		This	means	that	we	are	able	to	have	a	relationship	
with	God	because	of	His	divine	plan	of	redemption	through	the	shed	blood	of	
Jesus	Christ.	In	chapter	1	of	Ephesians	you	see	the	first	of	two	beautiful	prayers	
Paul	prays	in	verses	15-23.	This	prayer	of	enlightenment	is	for	believers	to	see	
the	vast	beauty	of	what	has	been	done	on	our	behalf	through	Christ.				
	
Chapter	1	is	truly	an	expression	of	Paul’s	heart	for	the	church	and	given	to	us	
through	his	writing	from	a	prison	cell.	You	can	only	begin	to	imagine	the	focus	
that	Paul	had	while	penning	these	words	to	the	church	universal.	If	we	stop	
and	reflect	on	what	Paul	is	teaching	we	will	discover	the	passion	behind	the	
pen.	We	see	in	this	verse	that	Paul	reminds	us	we	are	rich,	we	have	been	
chosen,	we	have	been	redeemed,	we	have	been	united	with	Christ,	we	have	an	
inheritance	that	is	insurmountable	and	the	largest	in	the	world,	and	we	have	
been	sealed	with	a	promise	from	God	Himself.	Ephesians	1	is	a	chapter	we	
should	reflect	upon	daily	and	recognize	how	amazing	the	work	of	redemption	
truly	is	in	the	life	of	a	believer.				
	
June	27:	Ephesians	2	
“For	by	grace	you	have	been	saved	through	faith.	And	this	is	not	your	own	doing;	
it	is	the	gift	of	God,	not	a	result	of	works,	so	that	no	one	may	boast.”	Ephesians	
2:8-9		
	
Paul	points	out	in	chapter	2	the	fact	that	just	as	Christ	died,	was	buried,	rose	
again,	and	is	seated	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father,	we	who	were	dead	in	sins	
have	also	been	resurrected	by	God.	Ephesians	2	is	the	great	‘GRACE’	chapter.				
	
Note	the	word	in	verse	8	that	says	‘through’.	It’s	through	faith.	Notice	the	word	
‘by’.	It’s	by	grace.	And	notice	in	verse	10	the	word	‘to’.	It	is	to	good	works.	Do	
you	see	the	pattern	here?	Through	faith	we	trust,	believe,	and	receive	
salvation.	“By	grace”	means	that	there	is	nothing	we	‘do’	because	Jesus	Christ	
has	already	done	what	must	be	accomplished	only	through	Him.	And	it	is	‘to’	
good	works.	The	evidence	of	a	converted	heart	will	be	not	just	confessing	with	
our	mouth	and	believing	in	our	heart.	But	it	will	show	itself	true	by	the	fruit	
that	is	produced	‘for	good	works’.	Too	many	Christians	today	have	a	confession	



of	believing	and	receiving	but	after	evaluation	of	the	heart,	there	is	little	to	no	
fruit.	One	true	indicator	that	you	have	been	saved	is	the	fruit	that	you	bear.	
Let’s	go	out	today	and	‘bear	fruit’!		
	
June	28:	Ephesians	3	
“So	that	through	the	church	the	manifold	wisdom	of	God	might	now	be	made	
known	to	the	rulers	and	authorities	in	the	heavenly	places.”	Ephesians	3:10		
	
Chapter	3	of	Ephesians	is	Paul	praying	a	‘prayer	of	enablement’.	This	prayer	is	
said	in	the	midst	of	Paul’s	acknowledgement	that	the	church	has	been	a	‘hidden	
mystery’	up	until	the	New	Testament	age.	Paul	acknowledges	a	fact	that	he	is	
not	anyone	special	(v.8).	He	expresses	the	fact	that	the	redemptive	plan	of	God,	
up	until	this	time,	was	not	revealed	beyond	a	mystery.	But	now	this	mystery	
has	been	revealed	because	of	Jesus	Christ.			
	
The	intent	of	this	mystery	being	revealed	was	to	make	it	known	to	the	‘church’	
(v.10).	Paul	is	saying	that	his	prison	moment	has	actually	given	him	time	to	
reveal	to	the	church	some	incredible	truths	about	the	gospel	and	the	intent	by	
which	we	have	been	entrusted	with	it.	This	message	is	that	Christ	would	dwell	
in	their	hearts	and	their	love	would	be	rooted	in	something	much	greater	than	
themselves.	The	fullness	of	God	for	both	the	Jew	and	Gentile	was	ultimately	
Paul’s	aim.	And	he	closes	by	acknowledging	that	God	is	so	much	greater	and	
bigger	and	can	do	so	much	more	than	any	of	us	could	even	comprehend.	And	to	
Him	be	all	the	glory!	It’s	not	the	soul	winner,	the	preacher,	the	evangelist	or	the	
church	that	receives	the	praise.	It	is	the	Lord	Almighty	who	has	shown	us	His	
favor	and	His	grace	to	live	a	life	filled	with	the	fullness	of	God.				
	
June	29:	Ephesians	4	
“To	equip	the	saints	for	the	work	of	ministry,	for	building	up	the	body	of	Christ.”	
Ephesians	4:12		
	
Ephesians	4	is	a	chapter	on	unity.	Unity	is	one	of	core	values	that	was	
important	to	the	apostle	Paul,	and	it	was	extremely	important	to	Jesus.	Living	
in	unity	is	not	easy.	At	the	end	of	chapter	4	we	find	that	the	lack	of	unity	among	
the	church	‘grieves	the	Holy	Spirit’.						
	
Pastors	face	a	vast	array	of	expectations	when	it	comes	to	what	churches	
desire	from	them.	In	verse	11	you	see	some	intertwining	leadership	positions	



(apostles,	prophets,	evangelist,	pastors,	teachers)	that	ultimately	lead	to	
‘church	leadership.’	So,	Paul	is	identifying	here	the	church	and	her	leadership	
base.	In	verse	12,	we	see	the	responsibility	of	church	leadership	in	two	
significant	ways.	First,	they	are	to	equip	people	to	do	ministry.	Paul	
understood	something	that	every	pastor	has	had	to	face.	Pastors	can’t	
complete	the	task	of	all	that	needs	to	happen	in	ministry	by	themselves.	Quite	
honestly,	in	a	church	the	size	of	Auburn,	pastors	will	not	be	able	to	meet	the	
needs	of	congregational	care	in	areas	like	hospital	visitation	like	they	would	
like	or	should.	That’s	why	it’s	vitally	important	that	churches	understand	that	
‘equipping’	people	to	do	ministry	is	just	as	important,	if	not	more	important,	
than	doing	the	ministry	themselves.				
	
Secondly,	they	are	to	‘edify’	or	‘build	up’	the	body	of	Christ.	The	picture	is	of	a	
church	that	is	fully	functioning	with	church	members	doing	ministry	and	
church	leaders	overseeing	them	and	cheering	them	on.	This	doesn’t	neglect	the	
personal	responsibility	of	doing	ministry	as	pastors.	Instead,	it	simply	
highlights	the	fact	that	if	we	rely	solely	on	church	leaders	to	do	ministry,	we	
will	fail	at	reaching	our	full	potential	in	Christ.			
	
June	30:	Ephesians	5	
“Look	carefully	then	how	you	walk,	not	as	unwise	but	as	wise,	making	the	best	
use	of	the	time,	because	the	days	are	evil.”	Ephesians	5:15-16	
	
What	does	it	mean	to	‘redeem	the	time’?	It	means	that	time	has	been	placed	on	
the	auction	block	and	there	are	many	things	that	are	bidding	on	it.	What	Paul	is	
doing	in	chapter	5	is	helping	us	see	the	importance	of	walking	in	a	way	that	is	
pleasing	to	the	Lord.			
	
In	good	ole	southern	language	Paul	is	saying,	‘time’s	a	wasting’.	Our	day	should	
consist	of	us	loving	God	and	loving	others	while	submitting	ourselves	to	the	
Lord.		
	
When	you	walk	carefully	several	things	occur.	You	become	aware	of	your	
surroundings.	You	are	able	to	see	danger	lurking	around	the	corner	and	think	
clearly	about	the	direction	you	need	to	go.	Walking	carefully	allows	you	to	slow	
down	and	think	before	you	act,	react	or	respond.	Paul	says	to	‘be	filled	with	the	
spirit’.				
	



When	you	and	I	are	‘filled	with	the	spirit’	that	is	not	a	one-time	event	that	
happened	at	salvation.	Have	you	ever	heard	someone	say	“I	received	the	Holy	
Spirit	at	salvation”?	While	there	is	one	spirit	that	lives	and	dwells	in	our	hearts,	
there	are	many	fillings.	The	Spirit	of	Christ	living	in	us	is	in	constant	battle	with	
the	spirit	of	the	flesh.	By	choosing	to	walk	wisely	and	be	filled	with	his	Spirit,	
we	submit	our	spirit	(flesh)	to	His	Spirit	(the	Holy	Spirit).	Let’s	redeem	the	
time	and	walk	in	a	manner	that	pleases	the	Lord.			
	
July	1:	Ephesians	6	
“Honor	your	father	and	mother,	(this	is	the	first	commandment	with	promise.)”	
Ephesians	6:2	
	
Ephesians	6	is	full	of	so	many	deep	Biblical	truths.	One	of	the	greatest	joys	I	
have	witnessed	in	my	ministry	years	is	watching	adults	taking	care	of	their	
aging	parents.	Since	our	devotionals	are	probably	read	by	more	adults	than	
children,	we	are	going	to	look	at	this	verse	today	from	the	perspective	of	an	
adult	child.			
	
The	word	‘honor’	means	to	‘highly	esteem’.	This	season	of	caring	for	aging	
parents	can	be	extremely	difficult.	The	difficulty	comes	from	living	a	life	where	
both	the	parent	and	the	child	have	learned	to	be	out	on	their	own,	established	
their	own	schedules,	their	own	trains	of	thought,	and	their	own	way	of	doing	
things.	So,	when	this	season	hits	in	full	force,	it	can	be	a	trying	time	for	families.	
			
Many	times,	this	season	hits	with	physical,	emotional	and	mental	issues	that	
neither	the	parent	or	care	giving	child	have	ever	dealt	with	before.	While	there	
are	many	struggles	along	the	way,	I	want	to	encourage	you	if	you	find	yourself	
in	this	position	to	embrace	the	opportunity.	It’s	an	opportunity	to	spend	
quality	time	when	a	loved	one	who	spent	years	changing	your	diapers,	cleaning	
your	mess	up,	dealing	with	growing	up	issues,	and	the	list	just	becomes	too	
long	to	write	in	this	devotional.			
	
It	is	an	honorable	thing,	to	your	parents	and	in	God’s	sight,	to	watch	out	and	
care	for	aging	parents.	And	if	there	is	one	thing	I’ve	learned	watching	people	do	
this	in	an	honorable	way	is	that	the	journey	of	how	to	care	for	them	is	different	
for	everyone.	Sometimes	the	best	for	parents	is	a	home	where	they	are	cared	
for	the	way	they	need	to	be	around	the	clock.	Sometimes	the	best	for	parents	is	



for	the	child	to	be	the	primary	care	taker.	Either	way,	God	is	honored	when	
children	take	care	of	their	parents.			
	
July	2:	Proverbs	30	
“Every	word	of	God	proves	true;	he	is	a	shield	to	those	who	take	refuge	in	him.”	
Proverbs	30:5	
	
One	of	the	most	misunderstood	aspects	of	the	Bible	is	the	purpose	of	God’s	law.	
It	is	given	to	man	that	we	might	obey,	certainly.	It	is	given	that	we	might	be	a	
special	people,	different	from	those	who	do	not	obey	the	Lord.	In	this	way	we	
reflect	his	glory.	But	most	importantly	it	is	given	that	we	might	be	protected	
from	the	consequences	of	sin.	Sin	is,	by	definition,	any	deviation	from	God’s	
design	for	human	life.	If	God	is	good	and	wise,	then	his	design	for	us	is	perfect	
and	for	our	good.		
	
One	of	the	challenges	in	the	believer’s	life	is	to	trust	down	to	our	core	that	the	
word	of	the	Lord	is	true,	that	he	is	a	shield	for	those	who	cling	to	him.	We	are	
so	used	to	the	idea	that	we	should	care	for	ourselves,	that	we	can	control	our	
circumstances	if	we	try	hard	enough.	As	we	follow	that	path,	we	often	find	that	
the	word	of	the	Lord	speaks	in	opposition	to	our	understanding.	It	leads	to	
frustration	and	confusion.	It	is	hard	to	trust	that	a	path	that	we	did	not	design,	
one	that	we	do	not	yet	understand	might	be	best	for	us.	But	that	is	precisely	
what	God	asks	us	to	believe.	The	wise	person	will	trust	in	God	because	he	is	
God,	not	because	his	plans	align	with	our	own.	Where	we	sin,	leaving	his	good	
law	behind	for	our	own	wisdom,	we	will	find	harm.	When	we	take	refuge	in	
him,	we	will	find	eternal	blessing.	
	
July	3:	Ecclesiastes	7	
“Be	not	overly	righteous,	and	do	not	make	yourself	too	wise.	Why	should	you	
destroy	yourself?”	Ecclesiastes	7:16	
	
This	chapter	is	full	of	strange	and	seemingly	sad	sayings.	The	preacher	talks	
about	how	it	is	better	to	die	than	to	be	born.	He	says	that	it	is	better	to	mourn	
than	to	feast.	And	here	he	says	that	you	should	not	be	overly	righteous.	None	of	
this	seems	to	make	any	sense	to	our	sensibility.	God	has	not	called	us	to	live	
lives	of	depression.	He	has	called	us	to	find	joy	in	living	his	righteousness.	
Indeed,	the	Lord	is	completely	righteous.	If	we	are	to	be	like	him,	how	can	we	
be	too	righteous?	How	does	this	chapter	align	with	the	rest	of	scripture?	
	



The	wisdom	of	this	chapter,	I	think,	is	a	warning	against	over	indulgence.	If	you	
are	going	to	over	indulge	in	either	mourning	or	celebrating,	it	is	wiser	to	over	
indulge	in	mourning	because	it	will	cause	you	to	cling	tighter	to	the	Lord.	
Celebration	will	cause	you	to	become	dulled	to	the	workings	of	evil	forces	in	
this	world.	Over	indulgence	in	the	pursuit	of	righteousness	will	lead	to	your	
undoing	because	even	the	most	righteous	of	us	is	still	marked	by	sin.	We	are	
counted	righteous	by	the	Father,	but	our	bodies	still	have	the	weakness	of	all	
mankind.	Righteousness	can	become	an	idol	to	us,	distracting	us	from	the	full	
image	of	God.	
	
Don’t	pursue	any	of	these	things	single-mindedly.	Pursue	the	Lord	in	all	
circumstances.	When	you	celebrate,	be	wary	of	pride	and	foolishness.	When	
you	mourn,	do	not	lose	hope	for	the	Lord’s	restoration.	When	you	pursue	
righteousness,	do	not	forget	the	mercy	and	grace	of	God.	When	you	sin,	do	not	
persist	to	let	the	grace	of	the	Lord	abound.	Make	your	focus	the	Lord.	He	is	
God,	not	any	one	of	his	individual	attributes,	and	certainly	not	any	pleasures	
available	on	earth.	
	
July	4:	Ecclesiastes	8	
“Then	I	saw	all	the	work	of	God,	that	man	cannot	find	out	the	work	that	is	done	
under	the	sun.	However	much	man	may	toil	in	seeking,	he	will	not	find	it	out.	
Even	though	a	wise	man	claims	to	know,	he	cannot	find	it	out.”	Ecclesiastes	8:17	
	
This	chapter	teaches	us	the	same	lesson	as	the	book	of	Job.	Job	and	Ecclesiastes	
can	be	thought	of	as	partners	with	Proverbs	in	the	wisdom	literature.	The	
story	of	Job	bears	out	the	truths	in	the	other	two	books	in	the	most	practical	
ways,	but	it	can	be	well	summed	up	in	this	verse	in	particular.	
	
Job	was	a	righteous	man	to	whom	terrible	things	happen.	They	did	not	happen	
to	him	because	he	did	wrong.	Nor	was	his	wealth	restored	to	him	at	the	end	
because	he	did	right.	God	did	not	owe	Job	the	wrong	or	right	that	befell	him	
over	the	course	of	his	life.	Rather,	Job	was	subject	to	the	broad	scope	of	God’s	
plan	to	demonstrate	his	righteousness,	and	the	same	is	true	of	us.	When	we	
experience	pain	or	suffering,	it	can	sometimes	be	connected	to	wrongs	that	we	
have	committed	or	wrongs	of	those	around	us,	but	not	always.	Often	times	the	
only	source	of	our	suffering	can	be	the	will	of	the	Lord	for	the	world	at	large.	
	
This	is	a	challenging	truth	because	it	leads	us	to	think	that	the	Lord	doesn’t	
really	care	about	us.	Natural	disasters	can	certainly	bring	no	glory	to	him,	and	



even	if	they	do,	is	it	worth	the	suffering	that	I	have	to	endure	because	of	them?	
But	here	again	is	our	mistrust	of	the	goodness	of	the	Lord.	Two	days	ago	we	
read	Proverbs	30	and	talked	about	the	necessity	of	trusting	the	goodness	of	the	
Lord.	When	we	experience	seemingly	meaningless	suffering,	we	must	trust	
that	the	blessing	that	we	will	experience	because	of	our	continued	faithfulness	
will	far	outweigh	this	momentary	affliction.	“Count	it	all	joy,	my	brothers,	when	
you	meet	trials	of	various	kinds,”	(James	1:2).	The	joy	comes	in	knowing	that	
whatever	happens	in	this	lifetime,	the	Lord	is	still	right	and	is	guiding	our	way	
to	him.	Pray	that	the	Lord	might	teach	you	this	anew	today.	
	
July	5:	Ecclesiastes	9	
“Enjoy	life	with	the	wife	whom	you	love,	all	the	days	of	your	vain	life	that	he	has	
given	you	under	the	sun,	because	that	is	your	portion	in	life	and	in	your	toil	at	
which	you	toil	under	the	sun.”	Ecclesiastes	9:9	
	
The	book	of	Ecclesiastes	has	a	reputation	for	being	depressing.	Things	like	
verse	9	can	be	a	drag	if	understood	from	a	certain	perspective,	but	understood	
in	the	given	intent,	I	think	they	can	be	a	rich	blessing.	The	English	word	
“vanity”	has	a	lot	of	baggage	tied	up	with	it.	When	you	hear	it,	you	think	of	
waste	and	pride.	Carly	Simon’s	“You’re	So	Vain”	makes	it	a	word	that	is	applied	
to	the	most	vile	people.	But	try	to	think	of	this	word	without	all	that	baggage.	
In	Ecclesiastes,	the	preacher	is	more	emphasizing	the	brevity	of	life,	that	it	is	
like	a	mist.	It	is	here	now,	but	it	is	suddenly	gone	tomorrow,	disappeared	
without	a	trace.		
	
When	he	says	in	verse	9,	“Enjoy	life…all	the	days	of	your	vain	life…”	he	is	
pointing	out	that	it	is	wise	to	enjoy	what	you	have	while	you	have	it.	Rest	in	the	
work	of	today.	Focus	on	the	next	step	the	Lord	has	called	you	to	take.	Are	you	
in	a	season	of	joy?	Soak	it	in!	It	is	a	beautiful	gift	from	God.	Are	you	in	a	season	
of	sorrow?	Seek	out	what	God	intends	for	you	to	take	away	from	it,	and	trust	
that	it	will	not	endure	forever.	Jesus	said	as	much	in	Matthew	6:34;	“Do	not	be	
anxious	about	tomorrow,	for	tomorrow	will	be	anxious	for	itself.	Sufficient	for	
the	day	is	its	own	trouble.”		
	
Don’t	view	the	shortness	of	this	life	as	a	burden.	Find	rest	in	the	fact	that	you	
do	not	have	to	carry	the	burdens	of	this	life	all	at	once,	nor	is	this	life	your	only	
lot.	It	is	your	current	task,	but	there	is	life	to	come	that	will	be	eternally	filled	
with	the	joy	of	community	with	the	Lord!		
	



July	6:	Ecclesiastes	10	
“Even	when	the	fool	walks	on	the	road,	he	lacks	sense,	and	he	says	to	everyone	
that	he	is	a	fool.”	Ecclesiastes	10:3	
	
One	of	the	scariest	things	about	being	a	believer	is	that	we	are	called	to	be	in	
community	with	one	another.	In	community	we	are	a	support	to	one	another.	
We	share	the	same	love	the	Trinity	shares	among	itself.	But	in	community	we	
also	become	aware	of	the	ways	that	our	love	is	lacking.	In	chapter	10,	the	
preacher	points	this	out	to	us.		
	
When	he	talks	about	a	fool	walking	on	the	road,	he	gives	the	fool	credit.	
Walking	along	the	road	was	the	safest	and	wisest	way.	Thieves	might	lie	in	
wait	along	hidden	paths.	The	road	presumably	would	have	regular	traffic.	So	
the	fool	is	making	a	wise	choice.	But	even	with	this	one	wise	choice	in	his	
pocket,	the	fool	cannot	hide	the	ways	he	is	foolish.	Indeed,	in	this	place	of	
interaction	with	others	his	foolishness	seems	to	boil	to	the	surface.	He	rubs	
people	the	wrong	way	because	of	it.	He	is	different	because	of	it.	People	notice	
the	fool.	
	
When	we	really	enter	community	with	others,	they	will	notice	the	places	of	
foolishness	in	our	life.	They	will	know	where	we	fall	short	of	God’s	love.	We	
will	make	ourselves	plain	before	them.	So	does	that	mean	we	should	avoid	
community?	No!	The	fool	needs	to	take	the	road.	We	need	the	community.	
Growth	requires	recognition	of	places	of	need.	So	do	the	hard	thing.	Join	the	
community,	be	ready	for	others	to	find	your	faults,	and	then	be	ready	to	grow	
with	the	guidance	of	the	Holy	Spirit	and	the	love	of	the	other	fools	on	the	road.		
	
July	7:	Ecclesiastes	11	
“In	the	morning	sow	your	seed,	and	at	evening	withhold	not	your	hand,	for	you	do	
not	know	which	will	prosper,	this	or	that,	or	whether	both	alike	will	be	good.”	
Ecclesiastes	11:6	
	
As	we’ve	worked	through	the	wisdom	literature,	we’ve	seen	many	of	the	
biggest	challenges	of	our	lives	come	up.	We’ve	talked	about	the	difficulty	of	
community	and	trusting	the	Lord.	The	verse	we’ll	focus	on	today	can	be	
applied	to	one	of	the	most	pressing	questions	for	believers;	“What	is	God’s	plan	
for	me?”	This	is	a	question	that	gets	asked	all	the	time.	High	school	and	college	
kids	ask	it	as	they	plan	for	their	future.	Adults	ask	it	when	they	face	adversity	



or	challenging	forks	in	the	road.	What	does	God	want	me	to	do	with	my	life?	
What	is	the	right	way	to	go?		
	
The	preacher	in	Ecclesiastes	has	been	warning	us	that	we	cannot	know	or	fully	
understand	the	will	of	the	Lord.	It	is	too	complex	for	us	to	even	come	close.	So	
what	is	his	answer	to	this	question?	Essentially	he	says,	“Try	it	all!”	If	you	sense	
the	Lord	may	be	calling	you	to	something,	explore	it.	Don’t	shut	a	door	he	may	
be	trying	to	open	for	you.	I’ve	heard	it	explained	this	way;	Some	people	think	of	
God’s	will	for	them	as	a	razor	thin	line	that	they	should	do	their	best	not	to	
deviate	from.	Instead	it’s	better	to	think	of	the	will	of	the	Lord	as	an	interstate.	
There	are	many	lanes	and	exits	heading	in	the	same	direction.	As	long	as	you	
prayerfully	consider	each	option	and	seek	to	glorify	him	in	all	things,	you	will	
not	transgress	the	Lord’s	will.	
	
Again,	it	is	important	not	to	view	this	as	a	license	to	do	whatever	you	feel.	You	
are	a	very	poor	decision	maker	when	left	to	your	own	devices,	but	within	the	
broad	bounds	of	how	God	has	designed	us	to	live	you	can	serve	him	in	many	
places.	You	cannot	be	sure	until	you	have	explored	an	option	if	the	fruit	it	
produces	is	great	or	small,	so	be	willing	to	take	a	few	risks.	Just	be	cautious	of	
what	kind	of	fruit	is	being	produced,	and	the	Lord	will	bless	you	as	you	seek	
him.	
	
July	8:	Ecclesiastes	12	
“My	son,	beware	of	anything	beyond	these.	Of	making	many	books	there	is	no	end,	
and	much	study	 is	a	weariness	of	 the	 flesh.	The	end	of	 the	matter;	all	has	been	
heard.	Fear	God	and	keep	his	commandments,	for	this	is	the	whole	duty	of	man.”	
Ecclesiastes	12:12-13	
	
As	this	book	comes	to	a	close,	a	narrator	comes	in	to	affirm	what	has	been	said.	
He	affirms	that	the	preacher	has	put	a	lot	of	wisdom	down	on	these	pages,	and	
it’s	good	to	consider	what	he	has	said.	At	the	same	time,	though,	the	narrator	
conveys	a	little	caution.	The	preacher	seems	to	have	been	consumed	with	the	
philosophy	of	life.	He	has	spent	his	life	looking	for	what	lasts.	He	has	found	that	
everything	in	this	life	is	fleeting,	“vanity.”	This	passion	overwhelmed	him.	This	
final	narrator	comes	in	with	a	simplification	of	what	has	been	said.	“Fear	God	
and	keep	his	commandments,”	(v.	13).		
	
The	words	of	scripture	can	be	parsed	over	and	over;	mountains	of	books	will	



be	written	concerning	every	jot	and	tittle.	None	of	this	is	evil	in	and	of	itself.	In	
fact	these	things	are	edifying	in	proper	amounts.	The	final	warning	of	this	book	
is	to	not	become	consumed	with	the	pursuit	of	understanding.	The	wisdom	you	
can	attain	 is	 as	much	vapor	as	all	 else.	The	only	 thing	 that	 stands	 the	 test	of	
time	 is	 the	 pursuit	 of	 the	 Lord.	 “Seek	 first	 the	 Kingdom	 of	 God	 and	 his	
righteousness,	and	all	these	things	will	be	added	to	you,”	(Matthew	6:33).	
	
July	9:	Proverbs	31	
“It	is	not	for	kings	to	drink	wine,	or	for	rulers	to	take	strong	drink,	lest	they	drink	
and	 forget	 what	 has	 been	 decreed	 and	 pervert	 the	 rights	 of	 all	 the	 afflicted.”	
Proverbs	31:4-5	
	
Proverbs	 31	 is	 almost	 exclusively	 turned	 to	 as	 a	 passage	 about	 a	 righteous	
wife,	 so	 today	we	will	 examine	 the	 first	9	verses	 instead.	Lemuel’s	mother	 is	
concerned	 that	 her	 son	 is	 shirking	 his	 duties!	 He	 is	 drinking	 to	 escape	 the	
burdens	of	leadership	that	are	on	him.	She	is	calling	him	instead	to	stand	tall,	
bearing	his	burden	that	those	underneath	him	might	benefit	from	his	strength.		
	
This	passage	isn’t	a	ban	on	alcohol.	It’s	not	really	about	that.	In	verses	6-9	his	
mother	makes	it	clear	that	her	concern	is	that	those	who	are	persecuted	might	
be	protected	and	comforted.	Those	who	are	strong	are	called	 to	 lift	up	 those	
who	 are	weak.	 “Open	 your	mouth	 for	 the	mute,	 for	 the	 rights	 of	 all	who	 are	
destitute,”	(v.	8).		
	
It	is	tempting	to	be	focused	on	our	own	problems.	We	easily	get	tunnel	vision,	
seeing	only	what’s	 going	wrong	 in	our	own	 life.	When	we	do	 that,	we	would	
rather	escape	from	what	we’re	called	to	do.	We	are	willing	to	ignore	the	pain	of	
others	 to	 focus	on	alleviating	our	own	suffering.	But	we	have	 the	strength	of	
God’s	 Spirit	 within	 us.	 Instead	 of	 focusing	 on	 yourself,	 seek	 the	 defense	 of	
others.	 Find	ways	 to	 comfort	 them.	Ease	 their	burden.	You	are	 a	 child	of	 the	
King!	Your	momentary	afflictions	cannot	weigh	you	down!	
	
July	10:	Genesis	25	
“Abraham	breathed	his	last	and	died	in	a	good	old	age,	an	old	man	and	full	of	
years,	and	was	gathered	to	his	people.”	Genesis	25:8	
	



One	of	the	most	important	men	of	the	Bible	is	Abraham.	He	is	mentioned	over	
70	times	in	the	New	Testament.	Only	Moses	is	mentioned	more.	At	175	years	of	
age,	Abraham	is	taken	into	the	presence	of	the	Lord.			
	
In	Abraham’s	life	you	can	see	a	lot	of	things.		You	find	God’s	favor	upon	him.	
God	simply	chose	Abraham	to	bear	during	his	life	what	it	meant	to	be	faithful.		
His	faith	was	seen	as	he	embraced	the	reality	that	a	Messiah	would	one	day	
come	to	deliver	his	people.	He	was	obedient	and	he	learned	to	trust	in	the	
Lord.			
	
Can	you	imagine	leaving	your	family	to	go	to	a	place	that	you	know	nothing	
about?	Can	you	imagine	taking	your	son	up	a	mountain	to	kill	him	out	of	
obedience	(we	now	know	it	was	a	picture	of	the	Messiah)?	And	the	list	of	faith	
steps	along	the	journey	is	long.		
			
May	it	be	said	of	us	at	the	end	of	our	‘good	old	age	and	after	we	have	been	full	
of	years’,	he	or	she	was	faithful	and	obedient.	Whether	you	are	5,	25,	or	75,	our	
years	are	numbered	and	different	for	everyone.	May	we	honor	God	with	the	
life	He	gives	us.				
	
July	11:	Genesis	26	
“When	the	men	of	the	place	asked	him	about	his	wife,	he	said,	“She	is	my	sister,”	
for	he	feared	to	say,	“My	wife,”	thinking,	“lest	the	men	of	the	place	should	kill	me	
because	of	Rebekah,”	because	she	was	attractive	in	appearance.”		Genesis	26:7	
	
It	is	always	right	to	do	the	right	thing!	Isaac’s	wife,	Rebekah,	was	a	very	
attractive	woman.	Because	Isaac	feared	for	their	life,	especially	his,	he	knew	
that	this	might	cause	them	to	kill	him.	So,	he	decided	to	lie!				
	
His	lie	did	two	things.	First,	Abimelech	says	to	him,	‘do	you	realize	the	risk	you	
have	put	us	under?’	God	will	indeed	punish	us	for	your	disobedience	and	lies.			
Secondly,	the	one	he	loves,	Rebekah,	stands	at	great	risk	because	of	his	lie.	The	
bottom	line	is	that	when	we	choose	to	lie	and	not	be	truthful,	other	people	are	
placed	in	harm’s	way.	
			
Before	we	bash	Isaac	for	this	absurd	gesture	of	calling	his	wife	his	sister,	we	
must	look	at	our	own	lives.	One	of	the	beautiful	pictures	in	this	story	is	God’s	
grace.	Now,	Isaac	could	have	died	and	been	punished.	He	deserved	some	kind	
of		punishment.	But	Abimelech	found	favor	and	offered	grace	to	Isaac.	When	



you	and	I	were	found	guilty	of	sin,	God	granted	us	grace	by	offering	us	Jesus	
Christ	who	took	our	place	at	Calvary.	Let’s	praise	Him	for	His	unbelievable	love	
and	mercy.		
	
July	12:	Genesis	27	
“Now	Esau	hated	Jacob	because	of	the	blessing	with	which	his	father	had	blessed	
him,	and	Esau	said	to	himself,	“The	days	of	mourning	for	my	father	are	
approaching;	then	I	will	kill	my	brother	Jacob.”	Genesis	27:41	
	
Let’s	recap	this	story	in	short.	Jacob	has	stolen	Esau’s	birthright	in	chapter	25.		
Now,	he	has	tricked	Isaac,	his	father,	into	believing	he	was	Esau	because	his	
father	was	blind.	Isaac	unknowingly	blesses	Jacob	thinking	it	is	Esau!	Not	to	
mention,	Rebekah	is	actually	scheming	the	whole	deal.		
		
So,	Esau	goes	from	being	the	hands	down	heir	and	receiving	God’s	blessing	to	
watching	an	‘unfair’	situation	move	in	favor	of	Jacob’s	evil	plan	of	deception.	
Here	we	see	bitterness	to	begin	to	take	over	Esau’s	heart.			
	
Who	wouldn’t	be	bitter,	right?	Perhaps	you	have	had	a	situation	with	friends	or	
family	that	unfairly	turned	from	something	that	seemed	favorable	to	
unfavorable	in	an	instant.	Many	times	when	that	occurs,	you	feel	betrayed	and	
alone.	I	imagine	Esau	felt	the	same	way.		
	
You	almost	have	to	read	the	rest	of	the	story	to	see	the	bigger	picture.	But,	
even	in	the	midst	of	this	deceiving	scenario,	God	was	still	working.	The	hurt	
and	struggle	that	people	cause	us	sometimes	can	be	so	deep	that	you	don’t	see	
how	any	good	is	going	to	ever	come	from	it.	And	sometimes	God	changes	us	
through	it	rather	than	our	circumstances.	And	sometimes	the	circumstances	do	
change	because	God	knows	what	is	best.	Either	way,	He	desires	for	us	to	be	
better	and	not	bitter.	He	desires	for	our	dependence	to	be	on	Him	and	not	on	
our	circumstances.				
	
July	13:	Genesis	28	
“And	he	dreamed,	and	behold,	there	was	a	ladder	set	up	on	the	earth,	and	the	top	
of	it	reached	to	heaven.	And	behold,	the	angels	of	God	were	ascending	and	
descending	on	it!”	Genesis	28:12	



In	this	passage	we	see	the	vision	of	the	ladder	given	to	Jacob	(vv.	11-12),	the	
gracious	promises	of	God	(vv.	13-15),	the	impression	this	made	upon	him	(vv.	
16-19),	and	the	vow	he	made	to	God	because	of	it	(v.	20).			

On	this	hard	pillow	of	rock,	Jacob	was	given	an	amazing	truth	by	the	Lord.	God	
reminded	him	of	the	promise	He	gave	to	Abraham	and	Isaac.	And	through	this	
dream,	Jacob’s	eyes	were	open	to	the	presence	of	God	in	his	life.	As	a	response	
to	that	truth,	Jacob	built	a	pillar	out	of	the	stone	pillow,	anointed	it	with	oil	
representing	the	Holy	Spirit	and	made	a	commitment	to	live	his	life	to	the	glory	
of	God.			

Our	response	to	God’s	movement	in	our	life	is	very	important.	Like	Jacob,	our	
response	requires	action	on	our	part.	The	presence	of	the	Lord	is	all	around	us.		
His	mission	for	our	lives	is	clear.	The	question	is	‘how	will	we	respond	to	it?’			

Jacob	built	a	pillar	that	was	something	of	an	altar.	It	was	sacred	and	holy.	This	
was	an	indication	of	his	dependence	on	the	Lord.	He	then	made	a	covenant	
with	God.	Within	that	covenant	was	an	‘ALL-IN’	commitment	to	the	work	of	
God.	Are	we	making	an	‘ALL-IN’	commitment	to	engage	in	kingdom	work?	Ask	
God	today	to	help	you	to	respond	obediently	to	the	mission	He	has	called	us	to.			
	
July	14:	Genesis	29	
“Then	Jacob	went	on	his	journey	and	came	to	the	land	of	the	people	of	the	east.”			
Genesis	29:1	
	
Chapter	29	marks	the	beginning	of	Jacob’s	marriage	to	Leah	and	then	to	
Rachel.	There	are	some	truths	hidden	within	this	chapter	that	are	important	to	
understand.			

First,	Jacob	chooses	to	wait	7	years	before	being	involved	with	Rachel.	That’s	
quite	a	commitment.	We	see	Jacob’s	ability	to	make	a	covenant	with	Laban	and	
ultimately	God	by	being	true	to	his	promise.	Sex	out	of	marriage	is	a	sin,	and	
Jacob	was	willing	to	wait	7	years	and	work	for	Laban	until	Laban	gave	him	his	
wages,	which	was	his	daughter’s	hand	in	marriage.			

From	reading	the	chapter,	we	find	out	that	Laban	deceived	Jacob,	and	he	
actually	married	Leah,	the	oldest	daughter.	Many	will	say	that	Jacob	should	
have	known.	But	because	of	customs	of	the	day	and	the	way	marriages	were	
consummated	and	begun	in	this	day,	it	is	easy	to	see	how	Jacob	was	deceived.		



However,	this	is	also	a	sign	that	you	will	reap	what	you	sow.	Do	you	remember	
Jacob	stealing	the	birthright	from	Esau?				

But,	we	see	Jacob’s	love	for	Rachel	by	the	fact	that	he	waited	another	7	years	
for	the	same	deal	with	Rachel.	This	began	quite	a	feud	that	resulted	in	jealousy	
and	backstabbing.	In	the	midst	of	all	this	chaos,	God	used	it	to	bring	about	a	
bigger	plan	and	picture.			

Leah,	though	she	was	neglected	by	Jacob	and	despised	by	Rachel,	had	a	great	
purpose	in	God's	plan.	The	two	greatest	tribes	came	from	Leah,	not	Rachel:	
Levi	(the	priestly	tribe)	and	Judah	(the	royal	tribe).	And	most	importantly,	the	
Messiah	came	from	Leah,	the	uglier	sister,	who	was	neglected	and	despised,	
but	learned	to	look	to	the	LORD	and	praise	Him.	

July	15:	Genesis	30	
“The	 Rachel	 said,	 ‘With	 mighty	 wrestlings	 I	 have	 wrestled	 with	 my	 sister	 and	
have	prevailed.’”	Genesis	30:8	
	
What	an	amazing	way	 for	 the	great	patriarchal	 family	of	 Scripture	 to	be	knit	
together!	 Rachel’s	 plight	 is,	 at	 first,	 an	 understandable	 one.	 She	 needed	
descendants	that	could	care	for	her	in	her	old	age.	Without	a	son	she	would	be	
destitute,	 but	 she	 goes	 about	 it	 in	 a	 broken	way.	 Instead	 of	 trusting	 that	 the	
Lord	 would	 bless	 her,	 she	 gives	 her	 servant	 to	 her	 husband	 as	 a	 wife	 and	
claims	 their	 sons	 as	 her	 own.	 What’s	 more	 is	 that	 she	 then	 begins	 a	 bitter	
rivalry	with	her	 sister	 for	 ‘blessing.’	When	one	has	 a	 son,	 the	 other	 feels	 the	
need	to	compete	and	take	a	victory	by	also	having	a	son.	
	
This	petty	competition	turns	into	the	foundations	for	the	nation	of	Israel,	God’s	
chosen	 people.	 Clearly	 Jacob’s	 personality	 colors	 his	 family	 through	 and	
through.	Why	 on	 earth	would	 the	 Lord	 choose	 this	 family	 to	work	 through?	
Couldn’t	he	have	chosen	a	stronger	place	to	begin	his	salvation	work?		
	
Often	 times	we	 expect	 (or	 hope)	 that	 God	won’t	 use	 us	 because	we	 are	 too	
weak.	 Time	 and	 again	 the	 Lord	 did	 not	 choose	 the	 best	 and	 the	 brightest	 to	
fulfill	 his	 plans.	 Instead	 he	 chose	 Jacob	 and	 his	 bickering	 wives	 and	 his	
murderous	 sons.	 Instead	he	 chose	 adulterous	David	 and	 idolatrous	 Solomon.	
Instead	 he	 chose	 the	 thickheaded	 apostles.	 Instead	 he	 chooses	 the	 sick	 and	
inefficient	 church,	 you	 and	 me.	 We	 shut	 our	 ears	 to	 his	 commands,	 firmly	
convinced	 that	he	 intends	 to	use	 someone	else,	 that	we	are	disqualified.	The	



evidence	 in	Scripture	 tells	 the	opposite	story.	Your	sin	doesn’t	disqualify	you	
from	service.	It	makes	you	ripe	for	trusting	the	one	who	intends	to	do	the	work	
himself.	 “My	 grace	 is	 sufficient	 for	 you,	 for	 my	 power	 is	 made	 perfect	 in	
weakness,”	 (2	 Corinthians	 12:9).	 Accept	 his	 grace.	 Obey	 his	 call.	 Watch	 him	
work.	
	
July	16:	Genesis	31	
“And	 Jacob	 tricked	 Laban	 the	 Aramean,	 by	 not	 telling	 him	 that	 he	 intended	 to	
flee.”	Genesis	31:20	
	
Deception	 continues	 to	 be	 the	 primary	 characteristic	 of	 Jacob’s	 family.	 This	
story	 is	 a	 strong	example	of	 the	ways	 the	 flaws	of	 a	 father	 impact	 the	whole	
family.	The	direction	set	by	the	leader	infiltrates	the	whole	group.	Jacob’s	aim	
is	 to	 become	 wealthy,	 and	 his	 wives’	 concern	 then	 is	 demonstrated	 to	 be	
wealth	 as	well	 (vv.	 14-16).	 Perhaps	 the	most	 damning	demonstration	of	 this	
principle	is	that	Rachel	steals	the	family	gods	to	take	with	her	(v.	19),	and	then	
she	 lies	 about	 it	 to	 hide	 her	 sin	 (v.	 35).	 Here	 is	 God’s	 chosen	 family	 lying,	
stealing,	worshipping	money,	and	serving	idols.		
	
Parents	 carry	 a	 heavy	 responsibility	 for	 their	 families,	 but	 the	 poison	 of	 bad	
leadership	is	not	limited	to	families.	We	are	all	leaders	in	some	capacity.	We	all	
have	 influence	 over	 someone	 else.	 It	 is	 the	 nature	 of	 human	 relationship.	
Whether	 it’s	 your	 kids,	 your	 coworkers,	 your	 friends,	 members	 of	 your	 Life	
Group,	 or	whoever,	 even	 the	 least	 of	 us	 has	 influence.	When	we	 allow	 sin	 to	
fester	unchallenged	in	our	hearts,	it	will	poison	the	people	around	us.	Consider	
the	 influence	 you	 have.	 In	 what	 ways	 are	 your	 sin	 patterns	 affecting	 those	
relationships?	And	don’t	be	confused,	you	do	have	persistent,	habitual	sins,	day	
in	and	day	out.	No	one	is	immune.	Even	as	you	knock	down	one,	another	will	
pop	up.	It’s	like	spiritual	whack-a-mole.	Ask	the	Holy	Spirit	to	reveal	to	you	the	
places	where	 you	 allow	 sin	 to	 fester.	 Ask	 him	 to	 cleanse	 you	 and	 transform	
your	 heart.	 Ask	 him	 to	 protect	 those	 you	 influence	 from	 the	 hurt	 you	might	
cause.	Then	trust	his	grace.	
	
July	17:	Genesis	32	
“Your	name	shall	no	longer	be	called	Jacob,	but	Israel	for	you	have	striven	with	
God	and	with	men,	and	have	prevailed.”	Genesis	32:28	
	
This	chapter	in	connection	with	Genesis	is	one	of	the	most	interesting	sections	



of	all	the	Bible	to	me.	Take	a	moment	to	turn	over	and	read	the	first	15	verses	
of	Genesis	35.	In	that	chapter	God	renames	Jacob	again.	Why?	Wasn’t	the	first	
time	 good	 enough?	Did	God	 forget	 to	 spread	 the	word,	 so	 Jacob’s	 new	name	
didn’t	stick?	I	don’t	think	so.	I	think	there	is	an	important	message	for	us	here.	
	
Shift	 your	 focus	 for	 a	 moment	 from	 the	 stories	 of	 his	 renaming	 to	 the	
circumstances	around	them.	In	the	first	story,	Jacob	is	bribing	Esau	out	of	fear	
because	 of	 how	 he	 deceived	 him	 before.	 It	 seems	 there	 is	 an	 army	 arrayed	
against	 him,	 and	 he	 sends	 his	 servants	 and	 family	 ahead	 of	 him	 so	 that	 his	
brother	might	be	guilted	in	to	mercy.	Then	when	he	is	met	in	the	middle	of	the	
night	by	 the	Lord,	he	does	not	humbly	 submit	 to	him,	but	wrestles	with	him	
until	daybreak.	Now	lets	look	at	the	second	story.	Here	Jacob	is	going	to	make	
an	 altar	 of	 worship	 before	 the	 Lord.	 He	 finally	 commands	 his	 family	 to	 put	
away	 the	 false	 idols	 they	 had	 been	 worshipping	 all	 this	 time.	 They	 are	
protected	 along	 the	 way,	 not	 by	 deception,	 bribes,	 and	 cunning;	 they	 are	
protected	by	the	Lord.		
	
I	 think	 the	 second	 renaming	 of	 Jacob	 is	 the	 one	 that	 sticks	 because	 of	 the	
attitude	of	his	heart.	At	first,	he	is	trying	to	gain	freedom	by	his	own	power	his	
own	way.	Later	he	gives	himself	over	to	the	power	of	the	Lord.	But	does	that	
mean	 that	 the	 first	 renaming	 was	 a	 mistake?	 No.	 The	 Lord	 was	 making	 a	
promise	 to	 Jacob.	 His	 identity	 was	 already	 changing.	 He	 was	 being	
transformed.	He	was	living	in	what	we	call	the	“already	but	not	yet.”	The	same	
is	 true	 for	us.	We	have	been	deemed	righteous	 in	 the	eyes	of	 the	Lord,	but	 is	
that	 the	 reality	 born	 out	 in	 our	 lives?	 No.	 We	 still	 live	 like	 sinners.	 We	 are	
already	saved.	It	is	100%	sure.	But	we	have	not	yet	received	the	fullness	of	the	
promise	given	us.	Do	not	be	mistaken	about	where	you	are	in	the	process,	but	
you	 can	 rest	 assured	 that	 the	 Lord	 is	 not	 slack	 concerning	 his	 promises	 (2	
Peter	3:9).	“He	who	began	a	good	work	in	you	will	be	faithful	to	complete	it	at	
the	day	of	Jesus	Christ,”	(Philippians	1:6).	
	
July	18:	Genesis	33	
“Esau	ran	to	meet	him	and	embraced	him	and	fell	on	his	neck	and	kissed	him,	and	
they	wept.”	Genesis	33:4	
	
The	story	of	the	Prodigal	Son	gets	a	 lot	of	press	for	being	all	about	grace,	but	
here	 is	another	great	story	with	the	same	plot	 line.	 Jacob	cheated	his	brother	
out	of	his	inheritance	and	then	ran	away	in	fear.	And	he	was	right	to	be	afraid.	



Esau’s	rage	against	him	was	right.		
	
Yesterday	we	 talked	 about	 the	 two	 changings	 of	 Jacob’s	 name.	 I	 believe	 this	
story	 is	 the	 hinge	 point	 that	 makes	 the	 difference	 between	 the	 two.	 The	
forgiveness	Jacob	receives	from	Esau	prepares	him	to	understand	the	nature	of	
the	Lord.	Once	he	understands	that,	his	heart	is	ready	to	submit.	
	
Do	you	find	opportunities	to	demonstrate	this	kind	of	grace	to	others?	By	your	
grace	you	might	demonstrate	to	them	the	abiding	love	of	God.	They	might	be	
one	 over	 to	 faith	 because	 of	 your	willingness	 to	 bless	 instead	 of	 curse.	 This	
story	 tells	 the	 incredible	 power	 of	 mercy.	 When	 another	 has	 wronged	 you,	
don’t	 seek	 the	 right	 for	 yourself.	 Seek	 their	 restoration.	 That	 is	 the	 image	 of	
Christ	on	the	cross	for	you.	Be	a	living	example	of	that	kind	of	love.	
	
July	19:	Psalm	146	
“The	Lord	sets	the	prisoners	free;	the	Lord	opens	the	eyes	of	the	blind.	The	Lord	
lifts	 up	 those	 who	 are	 bowed	 down;	 the	 Lord	 loves	 the	 righteous.	 The	 Lord	
watches	 over	 the	 sojourners;	 he	 upholds	 the	widow	 and	 the	 fatherless,	 but	 the	
way	of	the	wicked	he	brings	to	ruin.”	Psalm	146:8-9	
	
This	 is	the	God	of	 Jacob.	This	 is	the	Lord	who	met	with	a	family	 in	the	desert	
and	said,	“I	will	make	of	you	a	great	nation.”	He	is	a	God	who	seeks	to	heal	the	
hurting	 and	 set	 the	 captives	 free.	 His	 desire	 is	 to	 lift	 off	 burdens	 from	 tired	
shoulders.	 He	 wants	 to	 be	 the	 family	 for	 the	 lonely.	 And	 the	 victim	 is	 not	
overlooked	in	his	economy.	The	wicked	are	defeated	and	wiped	out!	
	
When	we	lose	sight	of	our	place	in	God’s	story,	we	tend	to	lose	our	joy	for	his	
salvation.	Not	only	are	we	the	recipients	of	this	unfathomable	inheritance,	we	
are	 the	 redeemed	wicked	 ones.	We	were	 due	 the	 defeat.	 Instead	 he	 gave	 us	
forgiveness	 and	 passed	 the	 punishment	 onto	 his	 son.	 Reflect	 on	 that	 for	 a	
moment.	
	
And	then	break	out	in	song	alongside	the	psalmist	and	alongside	your	brothers	
and	sisters!	 “Praise	 the	Lord,	O	my	soul!”	Let	 the	 joy	boil	over	 in	your	heart.	
Don’t	 restrain	 it.	 Don’t	 attempt	 to	 be	 dignified	 about	 it.	 There	 is	 nothing	
dignified	about	your	place	before	 the	Lord.	The	embarrassment	of	 the	 riches	
he	pours	out	on	us	precludes	dignity.	Dance,	shout,	sing.	Run	to	him	with	the	
abandon	 of	 a	 child.	 That	 is	 how	 he	 wants	 us	 to	 live.	 Give	 your	 love	 to	 him	



without	reserve,	because	that	is	what	he	has	done	for	you.	
	
July	20:	Romans	7	
“Wretched	man	that	I	am!	Who	will	deliver	me	from	this	body	of	death?	Thanks	
be	 to	God	 through	 Jesus	Christ	our	Lord!	So	 then,	 I	myself	 serve	 the	 law	of	God	
with	my	mind,	but	with	my	flesh	I	serve	the	law	of	sin.”	Romans	7:24-25	
	
Have	you	ever	known	what	was	the	right	thing	to	do	and	yet	you	felt	a	strong	
desire	 to	 do	 what	 you	 knew	was	 wrong?	 Sure	 you	 have.	 You've	 likely	 been	
exposed	to	God's	standards	and	know	what	is	right	but	you	have	a	persistent	
inclination	 to	 do	 the	 opposite	 of	 what	 the	 Bible	 says.	We	 all	 experience	 the	
battle	 of	 good	 and	 evil	 within	 us.	 Paul	 did	 too	 and	 captured	 the	 struggle	 in	
Romans	7.				
	
Paul	begins	by	making	it	clear	that	we	are	to	die	to	the	law	and	the	flesh	and	
live	according	to	the	Spirit	and	Christ	(vv.	1-6).	But	in	verses	7-25	Paul	explains	
that	God's	law	is	good,	but	our	flesh	and	the	sin	inside	of	us	are	able	to	take	the	
holy	and	perfect	 law	and	enslave	us.	Sin	works	by	deceiving	us	 into	 thinking	
sin	is	better	than	God's	law,	creating	the	desire	to	rebel	against	God's	law,	and	
then	enslaving	and	spiritually	killing	us	(v.	11).	Think	about	this:	the	power	of	
our	 flesh	and	of	 sin	 is	 so	 strong	 that	 it	 is	 able	 to	 take	good	 things,	 even	holy	
things	 like	 the	 law,	 and	 use	 them	 for	 evil.	 Paul	 writes	 that	 we	 don't	 even	
understand	why	we	 give	 in	 to	 the	 sin	we	 hate	while	 disobeying	 the	 God	we	
love.		Paul	calls	this	“another	law”	which	wages	war	against	what	we	know	to	
be	right	and	enslaves	us	to	the	“law	of	sin.”	(v.	24)			
	
Our	fight	against	sin	will	often	feel	like	a	losing	battle.	Sometimes	to	the	point	
that	we	feel	as	Paul	did	when	he	exclaims:	“Wretched	man	that	I	am!	Who	will	
deliver	me	from	this	body	of	death,”	 (v.	24).	But	do	not	give	up	hope,	and	do	
not	give	up	the	fight.	Thanks	be	to	God	through	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord!	(v.	25)	
Though	our	flesh	and	sin	are	strong,	Jesus	and	His	grace	are	stronger.	His	grace	
will	provide	us	the	way	out	of	sin	(1	Cor.	10:13).		Though	our	struggle	with	sin	
will	 be	 lifelong,	our	Lord	and	Savior	has	won	salvation	 for	us,	 and	 there	will	
come	a	day	when	we	will	eternally	be	victorious	over	the	sin.		
	
July	21:	Romans	8	
“What	then	shall	we	say	to	these	things?	If	God	is	for	us,	who	can	be	against	us?”	
Romans	8:31		



	
The	 Holy	 Spirit	 is	 often	 misunderstood	 or	 ignored	 in	 many	 Christians	 and	
church's	 lives.	However,	God's	Spirit	 is	one	of	 the	keys	 to	 living	out	our	 faith	
well.	 One	 of	 the	 most	 important	 aspects	 of	 the	 Spirit	 is	 that	 He	 is	 an	
unstoppable	 source	 of	 hope	 in	 this	 life.	 Romans	 8	 shows	 why	 the	 Christian	
always	has	reason	for	hope.		
	
After	describing	our	internal	struggle	with	sin	in	Romans	7,	Paul	mentions	that	
there	is	“no	condemnation	for	those	in	Christ	Jesus”	in	verse	1.	Even	though	we	
may	 battle	 with	 sin,	 Jesus	 has	 won	 eternal	 victory	 for	 us,	 and	 sin	 cannot	
conquer	us.	 In	 the	 following	verses,	Paul	 goes	on	 to	explain	why	we	have	an	
unstoppable	hope:	the	Holy	Spirit	inside	of	us.	The	Holy	Spirit	is	what	enables	
us	to	obey	God's	good	law	and	please	Him	rather	than	obey	the	law	of	the	flesh	
and	sin	(vv.	3-8).	The	Spirit	is	the	one	who	gives	life	to	our	beings	(v.	11)	and	
enables	us	to	put	the	deeds	of	sin	to	death	(v.	13).	The	Spirit	reminds	us	of	our	
relationship	with	God	(vv.14-17)	and	promises	us	that	things	will	be	better	in	
our	 future	 (vv.	 18-25).	 God	 cares	 so	 much	 about	 our	 holiness	 and	 spiritual	
growth	that	His	own	Holy	Spirit	 is	 the	one	who	prays	on	our	behalf	and	uses	
any	and	every	circumstance	(even	the	terrible	ones)	for	our	good	and	to	make	
us	 like	 Jesus	 (vv.	 26-30).	 In	 the	 final	 verses	 of	 the	 chapter,	 Paul	 excitedly	
proclaims	that	God	is	for	us	and	that	nothing	can	separate	us	from	His	love	(vv.	
31-39).			
	 	
Life	is	difficult	and	often	overwhelming,	but	know	this:	God	is	for	you.	Through	
His	 Son	He	 has	made	 a	way	 for	 your	 salvation,	 and	 through	His	 Spirit	 He	 is	
carrying	you	to	glory.	Nothing,	no	sin	nor	circumstance	can	separate	you	from	
His	love	and	what	He	wants	to	accomplish	in	you.	Take	time	to	listen	for	God's	
Spirit	and	to	look	for	what	He	is	doing	in	and	around	you.	Be	reminded	of	the	
fact	that	your	hope	is	secure	because	of	the	Spirit	that	resides	inside	you.			
	
July	22:	Romans	9	
“So	then	it	depends	not	on	human	will	or	exertion,	but	on	God,	who	has	mercy.”	
Romans	9:16	
	
The	earliest	Christianity	was	very	Jewish.	Jesus	was	Jewish.	His	first	followers	
were	Jewish,	and	Christianity	was	initially	seen	as	a	type	of	Judaism.	However,	
the	Church	quickly	gained	more	Gentile	converts	and	soon	became	dominated	
by	non-Jews.	While	we	are	 thankful	 that	God's	promises	are	 for	people	other	



than	Jews,	this	was	initially	not	welcomed	by	Jewish	Christians.	In	Chapters	9-
11,	Paul	addresses	the	Jewish	Christians	who	wonder	if	God	had	been	faithful	
to	the	Jews.	
	
In	the	first	5	verses,	Paul	notes	that	the	Israelites	have	experienced	God's	favor	
in	many	ways	 but	most	 have	 rejected	 Christ.	 Paul	wishes	 he	 could	 be	 cutoff	
from	salvation	if	it	would	ensure	his	kinsmen's	union	with	Christ.	In	verses	6-
29,	Paul	offers	a	defense	on	God's	behalf	showing	that	God	has	not	failed	(v.	6)	
and	 He	 is	 not	 unjust	 (v.	 14).	 Paul	 does	 this	 by	 demonstrating	 that	 in	 God's	
dealings	 with	 His	 people,	 He	 has	 always	 worked	 according	 to	 His	 own	
purposes	and	will.	In	the	lives	of	Abraham,	Jacob	and	Esau,	and	the	Pharaoh	of	
Egypt,	God	has	acted	in	ways	that	seem	unorthodox	to	us	but	ultimately	result	
in	His	 glory.	 Paul's	 point	 is	 summed	 up	 in	 verse	 16	when	He	 reiterates	 that	
mankind's	effort	isn't	what	results	in	God's	favor,	rather	God's	merciful	choice	
is	what	saves.	 In	 the	 last	 three	verses	Paul	 reveals	 that	 the	reason	 the	whole	
nation	of	Israel	are	not	partakers	with	Christ	is	their	pursuit	of	righteousness	
via	works	rather	than	faith.	Because	of	 this,	 Jewish	Christians	had	no	right	 to	
complain	 about	God's	 election	 of	Gentiles	 because	He,	 as	 the	 sovereign	 ruler	
over	humans,	has	the	right	to	show	mercy	to	whomever	He	wishes,	 including	
them!		
	
This	passage	should	humble	us.	We	often	think	we	are	partially	responsible	for	
our	salvation	or	morally	superior	because	we	chose	God,	and	everyone	else	is	
not	as	enlightened	as	us.	But	Paul's	point	is	that	everything	about	our	current	
position	 is	 due	 to	 God's	 mercy.	 Be	 humbled	 that	 God	 has	 accomplished	 the	
work	of	salvation	and	allowed	you	to	be	a	part	of	His	 family.	Be	grateful	 that	
anyone	has	been	given	the	blessing	of	salvation.	Take	a	moment	and	thank	the	
Lord	for	His	mercy	towards	you	and	all	who	have	experienced	God's	grace.		
	
July	23:	Romans	10	
“So	faith	comes	from	hearing,	and	hearing	through	the	word	of	Christ.”		
Romans	1:17	
	
In	 chapter	 ten,	 Paul	 continues	 discussing	 salvation	 by	 faith	 and	 Israel's	
rejection	 of	 God.	 In	 the	 first	 ten	 verses	 he	 continues	 to	 lament	 that	 his	
countrymen	are	not	believers,	because	he	knows	how	zealous	they	are	for	their	
religion.	 In	 his	mind,	 if	 they	 came	 to	 the	 faith	 and	 showed	 the	 same	 zeal	 for	
Christ	 that	 they	 had	 for	 their	 religion,	 they	 could	 do	 great	 things.	 They	 are	



eager	 to	 obey	 the	 most	 minute	 detail	 of	 the	 law	 and	 maintain	 strict	 ritual	
holiness	 codes	 even	 though	 they	 don't	 provide	 righteousness,	 yet	 they	 are	
unwilling	to	simply	confess	Jesus	as	Lord	and	believe	He	rose	from	the	grave.	
In	verses	11-13	he	mentions	that	the	simplicity	of	faith	is	what	allows	the	Jew	
and	 the	Greek	 to	be	 saved	and	 that	none	who	believe	 in	 Jesus	will	 be	put	 to	
shame.	 After	 acknowledging	 that	 all	 who	 call	 on	 the	 name	 of	 Jesus	 can	 be	
saved,	Paul	begins	to	discuss	the	process	of	coming	to	faith	and	why	we	must	
share	the	gospel.	Verses	14	and	15	trace	back	how	someone	comes	to	faith	in	
Jesus,	and	it	begins	with	someone	sharing	the	gospel	with	the	lost.			
	
The	reason	you	are	a	believer	is	because	someone	preached	the	good	news	to	
you.	Someone	sent	or	enabled	an	individual	proclaim	the	gospel,	you	heard	the	
name	 of	 Jesus,	 and	 you	 believed	 in	 Jesus.	 Pass	 on	 the	 gospel	 that	 has	 been	
shared	with	 you.	 Start	 the	 process	 of	 believing	 in	 Jesus	 for	 someone	 else	 by	
telling	 someone	 about	 your	 faith.	 Not	 everyone	 will	 believe,	 much	 like	 the	
people	of	Israel	didn't	believe	in	Jesus	(vv.	16,	18-21).	But	if	Christians	do	not	
share	our	 faith	with	others	 then	NO	ONE	will	hear,	and	NO	ONE	will	believe.		
Pray	 for	 opportunities	 to	 tell	 someone	 about	 Jesus,	 and	 then	when	 the	 Lord	
gives	you	the	opportunity,	be	obedient	and	answer	the	call	to	share	the	gospel.	
	 	
July	24:	Romans	11	
“So	too	at	the	present	time	there	is	a	remnant,	chosen	by	grace.”	Romans	11:5	
	
In	light	of	the	unbelief	of	the	majority	of	Israelites,	Paul	asks	and	answers	the	
question	of	whether	or	not	God	has	rejected	the	nation	of	Israel;	obviously	not.		
Paul	is	a	Jew	as	are	many	others	in	the	church.	Paul	points	out	that	God	has	a	
habit	of	always	preserving	a	remnant	of	faithful	followers	for	Himself	(vv.	2-5).	
A	remnant	is	a	smaller	group	or	quantity.	What	Paul	is	saying	is	that	God	has	
kept	 for	 Himself	 take	 a	 faithful	 remnant	 amidst	 an	 unfaithful	 people.	 The	
remnant	is	the	group	that	gets	to	experience	the	full	blessings	and	grace	of	God	
rather	than	be	darkened	in	their	understanding	and	deceived	in	life.			
	
Because	 of	 the	 unfaithfulness	 of	 most	 of	 the	 Jews,	 the	 Gentiles	 have	 had	 an	
opportunity	 to	 know	 God	 and	 be	 part	 of	 His	 family	 (symbolized	 by	 grafting	
branches	 into	 a	 tree).	 Israel's	 disobedience	 resulted	 in	 the	 rest	 of	 the	world	
experiencing	 His	 goodness,	 but	 this	 does	 not	 mean	 that	 God	 cannot	 graft	
Israelites	 back	 into	 His	 tree.	 There	 will	 come	 a	 day	 when	 all	 nations	 will	
become	a	part	of	God's	remnant.	



	
For	many	years,	the	United	States	was	thought	of	as	a	Christian	nation	and	one	
that	was	faithful	to	God.	It's	debatable	if	our	nation	was	ever	truly	“under	God,”	
but	 the	present	 reality	 is	 that	our	nation	has	drifted	 into	many	evils	 that	are	
not	indicative	of	God.	If	you	are	one	of	God's	people	here	in	the	United	States,	
continue	being	faithful	to	Him.	Maybe	our	nation	will	repent	of	its	sins,	and	the	
Lord	will	graft	many	into	His	family.	Or	maybe	you	are	part	of	a	remnant	that	
belongs	to	the	Lord	amidst	an	unfaithful	people.	Regardless,	pray	for	strength	
to	remain	steadfast	and	to	pursue	Jesus	and	His	mission	wholeheartedly.	Take	
time	to	thank	the	Lord	that	He	has	allowed	you	to	experience	His	grace.			
	
July	25:	Psalm	147	
“His	delight	 is	not	 in	 the	 strength	of	 the	horse,	nor	his	pleasure	 in	 the	 legs	of	a	
man,	but	the	Lord	takes	pleasure	in	those	who	fear	him,	in	those	who	hope	in	his	
steadfast	love.”	Psalm	147:	10-11	
	
As	we	read	through	Romans,	we	saw	the	unmerited	grace	of	God	poured	out	on	
us,	 and	 hopefully	we	were	 brought	 to	 our	 knees	 in	 praise	 again.	Many	 folks	
think	being	a	Christian	means	trying	to	 ‘do	right.’	We	think	it	 is	a	designation	
primarily	of	how	we	act.	It’s	true	that	our	faith	will	be	paired	with	good	works,	
but	that	is	not	primary.	The	Lord	doesn’t	take	pleasure	in	how	well	you	work	
on	his	behalf.	His	 joy	 is	not	 that	you	would	do	 so	many	good	 things,	 you	are	
demonstrated	as	better	or	more	worthy	than	those	who	do	not.	His	joy	is	in	the	
fact	that	we	rely	entirely	upon	him.	Our	good	works	are	a	matter	of	trusting	his	
plan,	not	a	matter	of	toeing	the	line.	We’re	not	avoiding	Hell	by	our	obedience;	
we	are	gaining	Heaven.		
	
A	God	who	gives	us	this	kind	of	salvation	is	worthy	of	praise.	A	god	who	gave	
us	salvation	so	that	we	might	have	another	opportunity	to	keep	the	rules	is	no	
god	at	all.	The	Lord	frees	us	from	having	to	keep	the	rules	so	that	we	might	be	
able	 to	 out	 of	 sheer	 passion	 for	 him.	 When	 we	 understand	 grace,	 we	
understand	the	blessing	of	obedience.	His	perfect	will	is	for	your	good,	so	why	
would	you	ever	disobey?	 I	 love	him	 so	much,	 I	 trust	him	 so	much	 that	 I	will	
follow	him	to	the	ends	of	the	earth.		
	
Maybe	you	believe	in	that	way.	Maybe	you	don’t	yet.	Sing	this	song	to	the	Lord	
and	 pray	 that	 he	 will	 help	 your	 unbelief.	 Find	 yourself	 strengthened	 by	 the	
pursuit	of	this	kind	of	praise.	He	will	bear	up	his	reputation	in	your	life	as	you	



trust	him.	

July	26:	Exodus	13	

“The	LORD	said	to	Moses,	“Consecrate	to	me	all	the	firstborn.	Whatever	is	the	first	
to	open	the	womb	among	the	people	of	Israel,	both	of	man	and	of	beast,	is	mine.”	
Exodus 	13:1-2	

Have	you	ever	wondered	why	God	is	so	"demanding?”		He	wants	the	best.	He	
wants	the	first	fruits.	Man,	he	even	wants	the	firstborn.	Let's	just	go	ahead	and	
ask	Him	…	"What's	the	big	deal,	God?	Don't	you	already	have	everything	
anyway?	I	recall	something	about	some	cattle	on	a	thousand	hills,	or	it	goes	
something	like	that.	The	point	is,	God,	you	already	own	it	all.	Why	do	you	need	
our	stuff?"	

“Oh	wait.	Maybe	I	phrased	that	wrong.	If	it's	already	yours,	I	can't	call	it	my	
(our)	stuff.	I	guess	when	we	look	at	it	that	way,	we	have	all	of	your	stuff.	We're	
just	borrowing	it	for	a	while."	

I	guess	if	we	think	of	it	that	way,	we	should	be	thankful	for	what	He's	given	us,	
and	always	remain	aware	that	it	was	always	His	in	the	first	place.	We're	just	
watching	over	it	while	we	live	out	our	few	years.	Maybe	that's	the	point	of	
giving	the	first	fruits	and	separating	(consecrating)	it	out	for	Him.	It	helps	us	
keep	a	thankful	attitude.		

Let's	all	be	willing	to	say,	"God,	thank	you	for	what	I	have.	I	gladly	give	you	
back	the	best.	You're	still	letting	us	"own"	what	we	have	been	entrusted	with.	
Help	us	use	it	(first	fruits	and	all	the	rest	of	our	stuff/money)	wisely.	Help	us	
teach	them	(first	offspring	and	all	our	children)	wisely."	How	do	you	view	your	
stuff?	

	July	27:	Exodus	14	

“The	angel	of	God	who	was	going	before	the	host	of	Israel	moved	and	went	
behind	them,	and	the	pillar	of	cloud	moved	from	before	them	and	stood	behind	
them,	coming	between	the	host	of	Egypt	and	the	host	of	Israel.	And	there	was	the	
cloud	and	the	darkness.	And	it	lit	up	the	night	without	one	coming	near	the	other	
all	night.”	Exodus	14:19-20	



This	scene	in	the	Bible	carries	a	strong	visual	of	God's	presence.	The	angel	of	
God	and	the	pillar	of	cloud	were	both	between	God's	people	and	their	enemy.	
The	Israelites	could	actually	see	the	presence	of	God	Almighty.	His	light	even	
stayed	with	them	throughout	the	night.		

When	trouble	comes	to	your	life,	it'd	be	nice	to	know	God	is	there.	The	truth	is	
that	His	presence	is	still	just	as	strong	between	you	and	your	adversary.	His	
presence	is	as	sure	as	the	angel,	as	awesome	as	a	pillar	of	cloud,	and	as	guiding	
as	an	eternal	light.		

Even	when	you	can't	feel	it,	His	presence	is	still	sure.		

Even	when	you	can't	see	it,	His	presence	is	still	awesome.		

His	presence	will	guide	you	to	the	next	step	of	the	journey	like	a	light.	

He	said,	“I	am	the	light	of	the	world.	Whoever	follows	me	will	never	walk	in	
darkness,	but	will	have	the	light	of	life,”	(John 	8:12).	

Our	job	is	to	follow.		

July	28:	Exodus	15	

The	Lord	is	my	strength	and	my	song,	and	he	has	become	my	salvation;	this	is	my	
God,	and	I	will	praise	him,	my	father’s	God,	and	I	will	exalt	him.”	Exodus	15:2	

Right	after	the	Red	Sea	crossing,	Moses	became	a	song	leader	for	God's	people.	
They	sang	to	Him	in	celebration	for	the	deliverance	they	had	just	experienced.	
It	was	a	victory	party	with	song.		

Praising	God	after	the	victories	He's	orchestrated	in	life	sometimes	gets	
forgotten.	Sit	in	on	any	prayer	request	time	with	a	few	people	at	a	church	
gathering	and	listen	to	the	kind	of	requests	that	are	voiced.	Sickness,	disease,	
hardship,	and	problems	are	the	vast	majority	of	requests.	It	can	get	pure	
depressing.	Don't	get	the	wrong	idea	here.	It's	completely	Biblical	to	bring	the	
hardship	requests	to	God.	The	point	is	that	we	rarely	use	those	times	to	voice	
the	victories	and	blessings	we've	had	so	we	can	celebrate.		

Praise	God	that	He's	our	strength.		

Celebrate	that	He's	our	defense.		



Thank	Him	for	the	salvation	He's	providing	and	continues	to	provide.		

Repeat	back	to	him	his	Word,	"He	is	my	God,	and	I	will	praise	him,	my	father’s	
God,	and	I	will	exalt	him.”	

July	29:	Exodus	16	

“And	the	whole	congregation	of	the	people	of	Israel	grumbled	against	Moses	and	
Aaron	in	the	wilderness.”	Exodus	16:2	

To	grumble	means	"to	complain	or	protest	about	something	in	a	bad-tempered	
but	typically	muted	way."	As	you	read	through	Exodus,	isn't	it	frustrating	to	
see	how	quickly	God's	people	lose	sight	of	Him	and	His	deliverance	and	begin	
to	grumble.	In	Exodus	14,	the	most	famous	deliverance	story	of	all	time	
occurred	as	God's	people	walked	through	the	Red	Sea	on	dry	ground.	In	the	
first	part	of	chapter	15,	Moses	and	Miriam	lead	the	people	in	songs	of	praise,	
and	everyone	is	joyful.	However,	the	last	part	of	chapter	15	finds	the	people	
grumbling	against	Moses	(and	therefore	God)	because	they	couldn't	find	water.	
God	takes	care	of	them,	and	they	end	up	camping	by	twelve	springs	(that's	one	
for	each	tribe).	Notice	that	problems	came,	and	God	acted	on	their	behalf.	

Exodus	16	finds	the	people	traveling	into	the	desert,	and	the	way	gets	hard	
again.	And	again	the	people	start	grumbling	against	Moses	and	God.	They	had	
such	short	memories.	Grumbling	became	their	second	nature	instead	of	
trusting	God.	And	worse,	grumbling	is	such	a	cowardly	way	to	complain.	Note	
the	definition.	It's	a	complaint	that	is	"typically	muted".	It's	under	your	breath.	
The	people	of	God	complained	but	were	not	even	devoted	enough	to	do	it	out	
loud.		

Before	we	judge	the	people	too	harshly,	we	need	to	check	our	own	attitudes.	
Do	you	ever	complain?	Do	you	ever	grumble?	Do	you	complain	in	hushed	
tones?	How	should	we	fight	this	attitude?	Take	a	look	at	God's	people,	and	
think	through	what	you'd	tell	them.	It's	probably	logical	that	we	would	all	in	
some	way	try	to	help	them	remember	the	amazing	things	that	God	had	just	
accomplished	on	their	behalf	so	they	could	and	would	continue	to	trust	Him.	If	
that	would	be	your	advice	to	them,	then	it	is	good	advice	for	you.	Remember.	
Trust.	

	



July	30:	Exodus	17	

“Whenever	Moses	held	up	his	hand,	Israel	prevailed,	and	whenever	he	lowered	his	
hand,	Amalek	prevailed.”	Exodus	17:11	

The	battle	against	the	Amalekites	in	Exodus	17	was	a	strange	victory	for	God's	
people.	The	manner	that	God	chose	to	bring	victory	is	surprising,	as	He	chose	
to	link	together	His	will	and	human	effort.	As	long	as	the	hands	of	Moses	were	
upheld,	the	battle	was	being	won	by	the	Israelites.	When	his	hands	went	down,	
they	began	to	lose.	Why	would	God	choose	to	work	in	this	way?	

The	answer	isn’t	certain,	but	one	explanation	is	that	God	wanted	His	people	to	
remember	they	have	an	important	part	to	play	in	their	victories	and	defeats,	
physically	AND	spiritually.	God	could	have	instantly	wiped	out	the	Amalekites,	
but	He	wanted	Israel	to	participate	in	the	victory.	They	had	to	overcome	their	
fear	of	death.	They	had	to	get	in	the	fight,	physically	confronting	the	enemy.	
Their	leader	had	to	take	part.	He	couldn't	just	bark	out	instructions.		

But	God	was	still	overseeing	the	battle.	No	doubt,	the	victory	was		because	of	
the	supernatural	power	of	God,	but	its	outpouring	was	based	on	human	
obedience.	Let's	apply	this	situation	to	our	own	spiritual	battles	as	we	live	out	
the	Christian	life.	You	must	overcome	your	fears	and	get	in	the	"fight".	If	you	
are	always	sidelined	by	fears,	you	cannot	get	in	the	battle	and	win	any	
victories.	Your	spiritual	leaders	need	your	support.	You	are	connected	to	other	
believers.	In	order	to	win	extraordinary	battles	in	this	life,	we	must	work	
together.	When	we	do	these	things,	He	can	multiply	them	for	His	supernatural	
purposes	and	we	can	experience	victories	that	we	could	never	dream	of.	
Partner	with	God	in	developing	your	spiritual	life	and	see	what	happens	

July	31:	Psalm	148	
“Let	 them	 praise	 the	 name	 of	 the	 Lord!	 For	 he	 commanded,	 and	 they	 were	
created.	And	he	established	them	forever	and	ever;	he	gave	a	decree,	and	it	shall	
not	pass	away.”	Psalm	148:5-6	
	
This	is	my	Father’s	world,	and	to	my	listening	ears	all	nature	sings,	and	round	
me	rings	the	music	of	the	spheres.	This	is	my	Father’s	world!	I	rest	me	in	the	
thought	of	rocks	and	trees,	of	skies	and	seas—His	hand	the	wonders	wrought.	



This	is	my	Father’s	world.	The	birds	their	carols	raise.	The	morning	light,	the	
lily	white	declare	their	Maker’s	praise.	This	is	my	Father’s	world.	He	shines	in	
all	that’s	fair;	in	the	rustling	grass	I	hear	Him	pass.	He	speaks	to	me	
everywhere.	

This	is	my	Father’s	world.	Oh,	let	me	ne’er	forget	that	though	the	wrong	seems	
oft	so	strong,	God	is	the	ruler	yet.	This	is	my	Father’s	world.	The	battle	is	not	
done.	Jesus	who	died	shall	be	satisfied,	and	earth	and	Heaven	be	one.	

	 	 	 -	Maltbie	Babcock	

August	1:	Psalm	18	
“I	call	upon	the	Lord,	who	is	worthy	to	be	praised,	and	I	am	saved	from	my	
enemies.”	Psalm	18:3	
	
David	sang	Psalm	18	to	the	Lord	after	He	had	delivered	David	from	the	hand	of	
his	enemies,	like	the	song	we’ve	sung	in	church	before;	"The	Lord	liveth,	and	
blessed	be	the	rock,	and	may	the	God	of	my	salvation	be	exalted!”	
	
This	Psalm	is	packed	with	exaltations	of	the	Lord.	David	recalls	times	when	he	
was	in	distress	and	facing	death.	It	seemed	the	world	was	against	David	in	
almost	every	way,	but	in	this	Psalm,	David	beautifully	details	out	how	God	
delivered	him,	and	how	David	simply	kept	his	heart	and	eyes	focused	on	the	
Lord	through	it	all.	Verse	50	culminates	in	a	recognition	that	God	had	
appointed	him	king,	and	God’s	hand	of	favor	and	blessing	was	upon	His	life.	
David	recognized	one	of	the	most	important	lessons	about	living	life	on	earth	
as	a	follower	of	God.	That	lesson	was	that	God’s	primary	goal	for	our	lives	is	
not	to	keep	us	from	enduring	difficulties,	but	to	keep	us	dependent	on	himself.		
	
Do	you	see	how	David’s	struggles	fostered	an	even	greater	dependence	of	the	
Lord?	Psalm	18	is	an	indication	of	how	we	are	not	immune	to	life’s	many	
battles	and	the	enemies	that	war	against	us.	Those	come	at	us	through	other	
people,	job	situations,	financial	struggles,	sickness,	emotional	battles,	and	
many	others.	
	
David	testified	that	any	strength	he	had	to	defeat	the	enemy	came	from	God.	
He	testified	that,	despite	the	bad	he	endured,	he	knew	he	had	a	Heavenly	
Father	who	was	right	beside	him	the	whole	way.	This	picture	is	one	of	struggle,	
victory,	God’s	favor,	and	His	blessing	through	salvation.	David	repeats	his	faith	



in	the	Lord	even	in	the	bad,	and	he	repeats	the	Lord’s	presence	with	him	
through	it	all.	Can	the	same	be	said	of	us?	Do	our	difficulties	draw	us	closer	to	
God	and	make	us	more	dependent	on	his	strength,	or	do	we	constantly	try	to	
muster	the	strength	to	do	it	on	our	own?	
August	2:	Psalm	19	
“Moreover,	by	them	is	your	servant	warned;	in	keeping	them	there	is	great	
reward.”	Psalm	19:11	
	
At	VBS	this	year	we	asked	the	kids	to	watch	out	for	‘God	Sightings.’	
Everywhere	we	go,	we	can	see	God	at	work	if	we	are	looking	for	him.	The	
psalmist	brings	to	mind	the	obvious	ones,	the	ones	even	the	kids	didn’t	need	
spelled	out	for	them;	“The	heavens	declare	the	glory	of	God,	and	the	sky	above	
proclaims	his	handiwork,”	(v.	1).	But	the	plainness	of	this	demonstration	of	
God’s	glory	often	makes	it	difficult	for	us	to	perceive.	It’s	hiding	in	plain	sight.	
We	become	numb	to	the	beauty	of	creation	because	we	see	it	every	day,	and	
not	just	its	beauty	but	also	its	complexity.		
	
There	is	great	value	in	contemplating	the	beauty	and	complexity	of	God’s	
creation.	It	reminds	us	of	the	distance	between	his	wisdom	and	ours.	Few	who	
are	reading	this	would	ever	say	they	doubt	the	wisdom	of	God	out	loud.	Most	
of	us	wouldn’t	even	say	it	in	our	heads	from	time	to	time.	We	have	come	to	
know	that	God	has	all	wisdom,	but	often	times	we	act	on	our	wisdom	instead	of	
his	because	we	don’t	really	believe	he	has	all	wisdom.	We	get	caught	up	in	
circumstances,	and	we	doubt	his	plan.	It	is	easy	to	take	our	lives	in	our	own	
hands	because	we	can’t	see	God	at	work	in	pain,	suffering,	or	confusion.	When	
we	are	tempted	to	do	that	we	need	the	reminder	of	the	superiority	of	God’s	
intellect.		
	
When	you	take	in	creation,	take	it	as	a	reminder	of	the	perfect	law	of	the	Lord.	
His	ways	are	always	right.	He	has	all	circumstances	under	control.	His	plan	is	
right	and	good	for	you.	Watch	for	God	Sightings	and	be	warned	against	the	
foolishness	of	striking	out	on	your	own.	Cling	only	to	him	and	find	rest.	
	
August	3:	Psalm	20	
“O	Lord,	save	the	king!	May	He	answer	us	when	we	call.”	Psalm	20:9	
	
Psalms	20	is	a	military	song	usually	sung	as	the	army	was	headed	into	battle,	
praying	that	God	would	give	his	people	victory.	But	when	I	read	this	psalm	my	



mind	went	to	the	side	of	the	crib,	not	to	the	field	of	battle.	This	psalm	reads	just	
like	a	parent’s	prayer	for	their	child,	which	ought	not	come	as	a	surprise	
considering	that	parenting	is	a	lot	like	fighting	a	battle!	
	
That’s	an	important	reminder	because	sometimes	we	go	about	parenting	
settling	for	less	preparation	than	is	required.	If	I	were	to	lead	an	army	into	
battle,	I’m	going	to	make	sure	each	soldier	trains	to	perfection,	the	battle	plan	
is	communicated	clearly,	and	communication	lines	are	open	because	we	will	
need	to	respond	as	things	change.	There’s	lots	of	preparation	because	lives	are	
at	stake!	
	
This	isn’t	meant	to	be	send	parents	into	a	shame	spiral,	or	send	potential	
parents	running	in	fear	from	the	responsibility.	This	psalm	is	an	
encouragement	to	rely	solely	on	God.	No	amount	of	your	hard	work	will	
guarantee	the	salvation	of	your	child.	“Some	trust	in	chariots,	some	trust	in	
horses,”	(v.	7),	some	trust	in	parenting	books,	some	trust	in	children’s	pastors,	
some	trust	in	schools.	Earthly	wisdom	will	only	take	you	so	far.	The	measure	of	
our	preparedness	is	the	measure	of	our	faith	in	the	Lord	to	work	in	our	child.	
Live	that	faith	out	by	praying	diligently	for	your	child,	and	effective	prayer	will	
require	intimate	knowledge	of	their	spiritual	development.		
	
How	do	you	get	that?	Walk	closely	beside	them	as	they	learn.	Don’t	leave	their	
well-being	to	someone	else.	Get	involved!	Do	you	know	what	your	child	is	
learning?	Do	you	have	an	opinion	on	what	our	preschool,	kids,	and	student	
ministries	do?	Get	one!	Don’t	become	distracted	by	their	athletic	or	academic	
pursuits	(though	these	are	useful	tools	in	spiritual	pursuit).	And	when	you’ve	
understood	what’s	happening,	ask	God	to	give	you	the	necessary	wisdom,	to	
show	you	the	right	path	forward.	Trust	his	power	in	your	child’s	life.	He	will	
not	make	a	misstep.	
	
August	4:	Psalm	21	
“Be	exalted,	O	Lord,	in	your	strength!	We	will	sing	and	praise	your	power.”		
Psalm 	 21:13 	      	
		
Psalm	21	is	book-ended	with	a	focus	on	the	strength	of	the	Lord.	The	Psalmist	
had	experienced	the	blessings	of	the	strength	of	God	and	rejoiced	(v.	1)	and	
praised	(v.	13)	Him	for	those	blessings.		
		



Boot	straps.	What	are	they?	I've	heard	it	said	many	times,	"Just	pick	yourself	up	
by	your	own	bootstraps	and	…"	Well,	guess	what?	Boot	straps	are	those	little	
loops	at	the	top	of	boots	that	help	you	put	them	on,	but	they	can't	help	you	pull	
yourself	up.	That's	impossible.	Imagine	someone	attempting	to	reach	down	
and	get	themselves	off	the	ground	by	pulling	on	those	straps.	The	person	will	
either	need	to	pull	up,	push	down,	or	reach	out	to	something	or	someone	else	
to	get	going	vertically.		
		
Although	it	is	possible	to	use	your	own	efforts	to	improve	your	situation,	and	
we	should	be	participants	in	improving	our	life,	the	ultimate	source	of	our	
strength	is	the	Lord.	The	old	saying	that	encourages	us	to	tie	a	knot	when	we're	
at	the	end	of	our	rope	is	also	a	bit	incorrect.	Don't	wait	until	you're	at	the	end	
of	the	rope.	Look	to	the	Lord	way	before	then.	But	that’s	our	nature	many	
times.	We	want	to	do	as	much	as	we	can	do	until	we're	exhausted,	then	look	to	
the	Lord	for	the	additional	strength	we	need.		
		
The	Lord	encourages	us	to	face	life	with	Him	and	the	strength	He	provides	
from	the	outset	of	problems	-	as	we	live	out	our	daily	lives,	not	when	we	reach	
the	end	of	what	our	efforts	can	tackle.	If	you’re	doing	well	right	now	when	it	
comes	to	the	daily	living	thing,	make	sure	you're	including	the	Lord.	Then,	
when	problems	come,	invest	in	and	lean	on	His	strength	from	the	beginning.	If	
you’re	going	through	hard	times,	there’s	still	good	news.	God's	strength	is	still	
there	to	help.	Accept	it	and	trust	in	Him.	Finally,	when	help	comes,	praise	the	
Lord	for	His	deliverance.	“Be	exalted	in	your	strength,	LORD;	we	will	sing	and	
praise	your	might.”	
	
August	5:	Psalm	22	
“My	God,	my	God,	why	have	you	forsaken	me?	Why	are	you	so	far	from	saving	me,	
from	the	words	of	my	groaning…Yet	you	are	holy,	enthroned	on	the	praises	of	
Israel.”	Psalm	22:1,3	
	
All	of	us	go	through	periods	of	intense	suffering,	and	learning	how	to	deal	with	
it	is	so	difficult.	Our	culture	says	run	away	from	it,	avoid	it,	medicate	it,	deny	it.	
In	essence,	their	solution	is	no	solution	at	all.	When	Jesus	took	on	the	greatest	
suffering	any	man	has	ever	felt,	accepting	the	Father’s	damnation	for	the	sins	
of	all	mankind,	he	turned	to	this	Psalm.		
	
The	most	amazing	thing	happens	in	this	Psalm.	David	is	both	utterly	



disheartened	as	he	opens	his	song.	He	feels	completely	abandoned.	But	then,	
from	somewhere	within	himself,	he	summons	words	of	trust	and	praise	for	the	
Lord.	As	you	read	through	the	psalm,	his	focus	swings	back	and	forth.	This	is	
not	a	demonstration	of	mourning	that	turns	into	praise.	This	is	praise	that	
comes	in	the	midst	of	mourning.	
	
One	of	the	hardest	things	for	me	to	grab	hold	of	was	biblical	permission	to	feel	
sorrow.	Whenever	I	felt	pain,	I	felt	like	it	would	be	sinful	of	me	to	allow	it	to	
remain.	I	needed	to	eject	it	out	of	my	mind	and	return	to	praise.	This	psalm	
stands	as	a	sign-post	to	us,	reminding	us	that	we	can	mourn	and	trust	the	Lord	
simultaneously.	It	is	healthy.	So	don’t	feel	like	sorrow	is	a	sin.	Learn	to	hold	
pain	in	one	hand	with	trust	in	the	other.	
	
August	6:	Psalm	23	
“He	makes	me	lie	down	in	green	pastures.”	Psalm	23:2	
	
One	word	sticks	out	to	me	in	this	Psalm:	“makes.”	I’m	a	guy	who	knows	how	to	
relax.	When	I’m	at	work,	I	work	hard,	but	when	it’s	time	to	head	home,	I	can	
Shut.	It.	Down.	I	can’t	imagine	Jesus	having	to	make	me	lie	down	in	green	
pastures.	I	do	know	that	not	everyone	likes	to	completely	veg	out	like	me	
sometimes,	but	everyone	does	know	how	to	have	some	fun.	So	what’s	the	
meaning	of	that	verse?	
	
Nowadays,	as	technology	and	wealth	demands	more	of	our	time,	even	our	
leisure	activities	can	feel	like	work.	Even	reading	scripture	can	be	something	
that	we	put	on	our	checklist,	a	facet	of	our	busy	life.	This	verse	can	speak	
volumes	into	that	kind	of	culture.		
	
Imagine	a	herd	of	sheep	working	busily	through	a	pasture	like	it’s	their	job	to	
get	the	grass	mowed	to	a	manageable	height,	and	then	move	on	to	the	next	one.	
It’s	cartoonish.	A	sheep	is	going	to	nibble	some	grass,	chew	it	slowly,	lazily	
repeat	that	a	few	times,	and	then	find	some	shade	to	plop	down	in	for	a	while.	
That’s	the	kind	of	rest	God	wants	for	us.	When	we	take	in	days	with	the	family	
or	we	get	some	time	carved	out	for	scripture,	it	shouldn’t	feel	like	work.	
Sabbath	rest,	the	kind	God	commands	of	his	people,	is	the	sheep	kind.	It’s	the	
kind	where	you	soak	in	your	surroundings,	where	the	hustle	and	bustle	stops	
so	that	you	can	be	refreshed	by	the	blessing	of	the	Lord.		
	



The	thing	to	be	cautious	of	is	the	zombie	kind	of	disconnecting	that	video	
games	and	Netflix	invite	us	into.	Those	aren’t	bad	things;	they’re	great	ways	to	
unwind,	but	they’re	still	not	Sabbath.	Sabbath	rest	is	about	disconnecting	from	
busyness	to	reconnect	with	the	Lord	and	with	the	people	around	us;	slowing	
down	our	hearts	and	minds	and	pouring	love	deeply	into	one	another.	That	
kind	of	rest	is	hard.	That’s	why	we	need	Jesus	to	make	us	lie	down	in	green	
pastures.		
	
August	7:	Psalm	24	
“Who	shall	ascend	the	hill	of	the	Lord?	And	who	shall	stand	in	his	holy	place?”	
Psalm	24:3	
	
Psalm	24	is	all	about	the	glory,	power,	authority,	and	reign	of	the	Lord.	He	is	
righteous	and	mighty.	He	is	victorious.	He	is	the	creator.	He	is	worthy	of	all	our	
praise.	This	is	the	character	of	the	God	we	serve.	His	nature	is	pure	through	
and	through.		
	
But	this	raises	an	important	question	for	us:	“Who	shall	ascend	the	hill	of	the	
Lord?	And	who	shall	stand	in	his	holy	place?”	Because	of	the	nature	of	our	God,	
who	can	possibly	be	in	community	with	him?	Who	can	stand	in	his	throne	
room?	Who	can	dwell	alongside	him	on	Mt.	Zion?	The	Psalmist	says	it	is	the	
one	whose	heart	is	pure	and	whose	hands	are	clean.	Is	that	you?	Is	that	me?	
No.	
	
Levitical	law	lays	out	the	extreme	separation	between	the	holiness	of	God	and	
his	creation.	As	you	study	those	laws	and	consider	their	implementation,	you	
come	to	realize	that	even	the	most	righteous	person	in	Israel	would	go	through	
periods	of	uncleanness	that	precluded	them	from	being	in	the	presence	of	the	
Lord.	It	wasn’t	necessary	to	sin	to	be	unclean.	Often	it	was	a	necessary	part	of	
life	that	would	make	you	unfit	to	come	into	his	presence.		
	
Our	nature	is	that	we	are	unable	to	match	his	holiness.	We	are	so	much	lower	
than	who	he	is.	But	graciously	he	imputes	Jesus’	righteousness	to	us.	Though	
we	have	no	righteousness,	the	blessings	of	Jesus’	righteous	life	are	applied	to	
our	account,	and	the	punishment	of	our	sinful	life	is	applied	to	his.	So	we	are	
invited	to	join	him	on	his	holy	hill.	We	are	called	into	relationship	with	him,	so	
we	lift	up	our	heads	and	sing	his	praises	with	all	creation!	
	



“Who	is	this	King	of	glory?	The	Lord	of	hosts,	he	is	the	King	of	glory!”	
	
August	8:	Psalm	25	
“Redeem	Israel,	O	God,	out	of	all	his	troubles.”	Psalm	25:22	
	
This	psalm	is	a	prayer	for	redemption.	It	is	the	prayer	of	one	who	knows	their	
sin.	It’s	the	kind	of	prayer	we	ought	to	begin	every	day	with.	We	start	with	a	
proclamation	of	trust	in	the	Lord.	We	know	in	our	heads	that	those	who	trust	
him	won’t	be	put	to	shame,	that	they	walk	the	path	of	rich	blessing,	but	our	
hearts	often	need	to	be	called	back	to	that	trust.	So	the	psalmist	starts	there.	
Having	recognized	the	ways	he	fails	in	trusting	God,	he	asks	God	to	again	show	
him	the	right	path	to	take.	He	confidently	asks	for	forgiveness	for	the	ways	he	
has	strayed,	and	he	humbly	acknowledges	his	need	for	God’s	ever-present	
guidance.	This	willingness	to	guide	comes	from	the	character	of	God,	good	and	
upright.	He	will	not	abandon	his	creation.	His	love	for	us	is	so	great	that	his	
forgiveness	and	patience	have	no	bounds!	So	the	man	who	respects	the	word	
of	the	Lord	and	follows	it	will	be	guided	to	well-being.	He	will	find	friendship	
with	the	Lord.	His	feet	will	be	lifted	out	of	the	nets	laid	for	him	by	the	evil	
powers	arrayed	against	him.		
	
When	our	fears	are	magnified	in	our	eyes,	when	we	are	lonely	and	afflicted,	
when	our	foes	seem	innumerable,	that	is	when	we	must	remember	that	we	can	
cling	to	the	Lord.	Remind	yourself	daily	of	this,	even	when	times	are	great,	so	
that	you	will	be	prepared	for	the	bad.	Live	a	life	of	integrity,	always	looking	to	
him	for	protection.	That	is	the	deliverance	you	need	in	bad	times.	God	is	
redeeming	his	people.	Evil	will	be	defeated.	Cling	to	the	Lord	at	all	times.		
	
August	9:	Psalm	149	
“Let	the	high	praises	of	God	be	in	their	throats	and	two-edged	swords	in	their	
hands.”	Psalm	149:6	
	
What	are	your	happiest	memories?	Family	vacations,	the	birth	of	a	child,	your	
wedding	day,	first	kiss,	prom,	graduation,	winning	the	big	game;	all	these	are	
great	days.	All	are	worthy	of	celebration,	but	believers	are	called	to	find	the	
most	joy	in	the	Lord.	The	reality	of	our	salvation	ought	to	drive	us	to	jump,	
shout,	sing,	and	dance	before	him.	That’s	what	this	Psalm	reminds	us.	The	
worship	service	described	is	not	somber.	It’s	a	party	because	of	the	joy	that	
overflows	in	our	hearts.		



	
But	the	psalmist	includes	a	strange	ending	that	most	of	us	have	never	
considered	a	part	of	our	worship.	Our	praise	is	meant	to	be	a	weapon	in	our	
hands	that	will	be	used	as	judgment	against	those	who	reject	the	Lord	on	his	
final	Day.	Our	praise	should	always	be	on	our	lips.	No	one	should	wonder	if	we	
have	joy	or	its	source.	It	should	stand	like	a	billboard	in	our	lives	so	that	if	
anyone	misses	it,	it	can	only	be	on	their	own	head.	When	we	hold	back	our	joy	
from	others,	his	blood	is	on	our	hands	(Ezekiel	33:8).	We	have	forgiveness	
even	at	that	through	Jesus,	but	why	on	earth	are	we	willing	to	settle	for	that?	
	
The	other	side	of	our	falling	short	here	is	that	we	do	not	feel	joy	that	overflows	
when	we	consider	our	salvation.	I	think	this	is	the	greater	culprit	for	us.	We	do	
not	accurately	assess	the	weight	of	our	sin	and	the	sacrifice	of	Jesus,	so	we	do	
not	feel	the	kind	of	elation	we	might.	We	pour	our	hearts	and	souls	out	at	kids’	
ballgames,	at	weddings,	against	politicians,	but	we	are	calm,	even	bored	when	
we	worship	the	Lord.	We	evangelize	for	the	latest	greatest	
movie/restaurant/activity,	but	we	are	nervous	about	sharing	the	Gospel.	
	
Father,	forgive	us	for	our	dispassionate	demeanor	in	your	presence.	You	are	
worthy	of	so	much	more	than	we	bring!	Teach	us	to	crave	you.	Give	us	passion	
that	overflows	into	the	lives	of	others	so	that	they	are	drawn	to	you.		
	
August	10:	John	1	
“After	me	comes	a	man	who	ranks	before	me,	because	he	was	before	me.”		
John	1:30	
	
John’s	gospel	is	a	little	different	from	Matthew,	Mark,	and	Luke.	Throughout	
you	see	that	John	deliberately	and	skillfully	uses	the	art	of	writing	to	
communicate	Jesus	and	his	purpose	to	the	audience.	That	isn’t	to	say	that	he	
makes	things	up	about	Jesus	that	aren’t	true,	but	the	way	he	tells	the	story	
adds	depth	to	the	story	he	is	telling.	
	
In	this	opening	chapter,	John	uses	a	long	poem	about	the	Word	(Jesus)	and	his	
power.	Then	he	talks	about	how	John	the	Baptist	(a	different	John)	proclaimed	
Jesus	as	the	fulfillment	of	the	Old	Testament	(like	Matthew).	Then	as	Jesus	calls	
his	disciples	to	him,	he	demonstrates	his	power	through	what	seems	like	a	silly	
magic	trick.	He	is	able	to	tell	Philip	about	the	circumstances	of	Nathanael	
bringing	him	to	Jesus.	It’s	almost	meaningless	by	itself,	but	then	Jesus	amps	up	



the	stakes.	Philip	is	blown	away	and	proclaims	that	Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God	(on	
page	2	of	the	book!!!),	and	Jesus	responds,	“You	will	see	greater	things	than	
these,”	(v.	50).		
	
Jesus’	words	are	also	John’s	words.	John	has	front	loaded	his	gospel	with	
embarrassing	praise	for	Jesus.	Over	and	over	in	this	one	chapter	he	tells	us	that	
Jesus	is	the	Son	of	God,	the	King	of	Israel,	the	Lamb	who	will	take	away	the	sin	
of	the	world,	the	one	who	baptizes	with	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	Word	of	creation,	
God	in	human	form.	Do	you	have	any	doubt	what	John	thinks	of	Jesus?	But	this	
is	just	the	tip	of	the	iceberg.	John	intends	to	spend	the	rest	of	the	book	
unfolding	more	evidence	that	you	would	come	to	believe	as	he	does	about	
Jesus.	So	listen	closely.	It’s	a	great	story,	and	it	will	change	your	life.	
	
August	11:	John	2	
“Zeal	for	your	house	will	consume	me.”	John	2:17	
	
This	is	an	odd	story.	Jesus	responds	in	anger	to	the	sins	of	the	people,	and	
lashes	out	violently	against	them.	You’ve	probably	considered	the	first	reason	
this	is	strange;	Jesus	gets	angry,	so	we	learn	that	there	is	a	righteous	anger.	But	
the	question	I	had	when	I	read	this	is	this:	Why	does	Jesus	lash	out	violently	
here	and	not	elsewhere?	In	other	places	Jesus	confronts	the	hypocrisy	of	the	
Pharisees	and	Sadducees,	but	not	with	a	whip.	Why	does	he	do	that	here?	
	
When	the	disciples	see	this,	they	are	reminded	of	a	passage	from	Psalm	69.	The	
direct	quote	is	verse	9,	but	that	whole	psalm	is	about	how	those	who	are	
passionate	about	obedience	to	the	Lord	will	find	only	reproach	from	their	
neighbors.	It	is	a	song	about	the	suffering	of	God’s	people.	Jesus’	expression	of	
anger	here	is	not	a	picture	of	a	conquering	hero	whose	zeal	is	so	powerful	it	
drives	away	the	weaker	enemies.	Jesus’	anger	is	a	picture	of	one	who	is	lashing	
out	in	a	final	gasp	before	defeat.		
	
John’s	primary	concern	in	relaying	this	story	and	all	his	other	stories	isn’t	the	
historical	record.	John	writes	his	Gospel	“that	you	may	believe”	the	truth	about	
Jesus	Christ.	Jesus	has	already	been	referred	to	as	King	of	Israel,	Son	of	God,	
and	the	Word	who	was	from	the	beginning.	John	wants	you	to	know	that	
identity,	but	he	wants	you	to	understand	it	in	the	context	the	Old	Testament	
lays	out.	The	disciples	didn’t	understand	that	context	until	after	the	
resurrection.	Jesus	is	King,	but	not	because	of	his	ability	to	conquer.	It	is	his	



willingness	to	suffer,	to	be	conquered	that	qualifies	him	for	reign.	This	story	
sets	up	the	expectation	for	Jesus’	crucifixion	through	the	whole	book.	He	is	the	
Temple	that	will	be	destroyed	and	rebuilt.	His	suffering	will	cleanse	the	House	
of	the	Lord.	Thank	God	that	he	took	that	task	on	himself,	because	we	have	
proved	unwilling	and	unable	to	do	it	ourselves.	
	
August	12:	John	3	
“For	God	did	not	send	his	Son	into	the	world	to	condemn	the	world,	but	in	order	
that	the	world	might	be	saved	through	him.”	John	3:17	
	
John	3	has	two	main	thoughts.	The	first	is	the	infamous	question	asked	by	a	
man	named	Nicodemus,	“How	can	a	man	be	born	again,	must	he	entered	he	
mother’s	womb	a	second	time?”	This	question	culminates	in	some	of	the	
richest	explanation	of	the	new	birth	in	all	of	scripture.	The	2nd	is	John	the	
Baptist’s	explanation	of	the	crowds	that	were	following	him	and	questioning	
the	authority	of	Jesus.	John	the	Baptist	gives	descriptive	detail	of	how	eternal	
life	is	received	through	Jesus,	not	himself.	
			
Verse	17	might	be	one	of	the	most	overshadowed	verses	in	scripture	because	
of	the	popularity	of	3:16.	When	a	person	is	born	again,	they	enter	into	a	brand	
new	covenant	with	God.	God’s	purpose	is	to	redeem	us	not	condemn	us.	When	
it	comes	to	God’s	divine	election,	you	see	two	components.	One	is	the	
sovereignty	of	God,	and	the	other	is	the	free	will	of	man	or	man’s	
responsibility.	While	the	mystery	of	understanding	this	tension	has	been	a	
major	debate	in	theological	circles	past,	present,	and	will	be	in	the	future,	
scripture	gives	indication	that	both	trains	of	thought	should	be	considered.			
	
John	3:17	gives	clear	understanding	that	God’s	redemption	plan	is	offered	to	
the	entirety	of	mankind.	The	‘world’	is	the	‘world’.	And	further	reading	gives	
proper	indication	that	one	believes	unto	eternal	life	and	one	refuses	unto	a	
condemned	life.	The	only	way	for	man’s	sin	to	condemn	them	to	an	eternal	hell	
is	by	not	receiving	God’s	gift	of	salvation	through	Jesus	Christ.	God	does	not	
take	pleasure	in	the	death	of	the	wicked.	His	desire	is	for	all	men	to	be	saved.			
This	is	why	it	is	so	important	to	engage	in	evangelistic	missions.	The	church,	
the	bride	of	Christ,	is	the	avenue	that	God	chose	to	be	the	instrument	and	
conduit	that	takes	the	Good	News	of	the	gospel	to	the	world!	
	
	



August	13:	John	4	
Jesus	said	to	her,	“Go,	call	your	husband,	and	come	here.”	John	4:16	
	
We	talk	a	lot	about	confession.	We	talk	about	the	importance	and	difficulty	of	
confessing	sin	to	each	other,	but	perhaps	an	even	greater	hill	to	climb	is	being	
willing	to	internally	acknowledge	your	own	sin.	Doing	this	often	requires	us	to	
search	within	ourselves,	examining	the	dark	corners	of	our	hearts	that	we	
usually	choose	to	ignore.	These	are	the	places	where	our	lives	have	been	
scarred	by	others.	These	are	the	places	where	we	have	hurt	the	people	we	love	
most.	Even	considering	those	things	is	painful,	so	we	hide	from	them.		
	
Alternatively	we	may	not	even	be	aware	that	we’ve	strayed	from	righteousness	
at	all.	It’s	possible	to	live	in	“weird”	so	long	that	it	seems	like	“normal”	to	us.	
We	don’t	see	how	our	behavior	is	causing	pain	in	our	life	or	the	lives	around	
us.	It	takes	determination	to	spot	those	areas	in	your	own	life,	or	someone	with	
a	trusted	outside	perspective.	Both	take	work	to	develop.	
	
The	woman	at	the	well	may	or	may	not	have	been	willing	to	acknowledge	the	
way	her	sin	was	keeping	her	from	the	Lord,	but	it	is	clear	that	she	had	not	been	
willing	to	make	any	adjustments	if	she	was.	She’d	had	five	marriages	turn	sour,	
and	she	was	living	with	a	sixth	man.	Being	willing	to	change	is	difficult,	but	
Jesus	put	his	finger	right	on	the	spot	in	her	life	that	needed	transformation.	
Because	she	understood	what	she	had	to	gain	in	change,	she	submitted	to	his	
transforming	power.	
	
Where	are	you	in	the	process?	Are	you	running	and	hiding	from	your	sin?	Are	
you	unaware?	Are	you	unwilling	to	change?	Inventory	your	soul,	and	ask	Jesus	
to	help	you	accept	the	transformation	that	is	necessary.	It	is	a	big	challenge,	
but	it	is	supremely	rewarding.	
	
August	14:	John	5	
“Whoever	does	not	honor	the	Son	does	not	honor	the	Father	who	sent	him.”		
John	5:23	
	
Having	healed	a	man	on	the	Sabbath,	Jesus	faces	persecution	from	the	Law	
crowd.	They	want	the	idol	of	their	surface	identity	to	be	honored	more	than	
the	law	of	God,	so	they	fight	against	anyone	who	threatens	their	way	of	life.	
They	do	not	receive	the	Son,	clinging	instead	to	their	own	“righteousness.”	



They	have	traded	the	Creator	for	the	created,	and	that	is	their	sin.		
	
We	are	often	afraid	of	persecution	from	the	world	because	our	values	are	
different	from	theirs.	We	talk	about	standing	firm	on	truth	in	the	face	of	
opposition,	but	we	are	hypocrites.	We	are	the	Pharisees.	We	cling	tightly	to	the	
façade	of	righteousness	that	we	put	up.	We	think	it’s	most	important	that	
people	believe	the	best	about	us	because	then	we	are	in	a	stronger	position	to	
hold	them	up	to	our	standard.	Is	that	really	what	Jesus	Christ	calls	us	to?	“How	
can	you	believe,	when	you	receive	glory	from	one	another	and	do	not	seek	the	
glory	that	comes	from	the	only	God,”	(v.	44).		
	
The	Bible	does	call	us	to	righteous	living.	It	does	call	us	to	let	our	light	shine	
before	men,	but	we	must	not	let	that	become	our	god.	The	reality	is	that	the	
kind	of	mentality	that	is	always	most	concerned	with	the	image	I	project	to	the	
world	is	focused	primarily	on…me.	The	kind	of	mentality	that	the	Bible	calls	us	
to	is	one	that	is	so	focused	on	God,	so	obsessed	with	his	glory	that	he	is	what	
spills	out	of	the	overflow	of	my	heart.	So	perhaps	what	needs	to	be	assessed	
here	is	not	your	love	for	the	Law,	but	your	lack	of	love	for	the	Father.	Pray	that	
he	will	light	a	flame	in	you	for	him	that	can’t	be	quenched.	Ask	for	a	thirst	that	
will	not	cease.	Seek	out	a	passion	for	the	person	of	Jesus	Christ	that	supersedes	
all	else.	
	
August	15:	Psalm	150	
“Let	everything	that	has	breath	praise	the	Lord!”	Psalm	150:6	
	
Praise	is	the	theme	of	the	entire	Psalm	150.	Where	should	we	praise	Him?	
Everywhere.	Why	should	we	praise?	His	mighty	deeds	and	excellent	greatness.		
How	should	we	praise	Him?	With	everything	we	have	got.	Who	should	praise	
Him?	Everything	that	has	breath.	In	a	nutshell,	praise	is	exactly	what	Psalm	
150	is	all	about.		
	
The	message	of	the	Psalter	is	that	we	should	be	caught	up	in	praising	the	Lord.		
Individually,	we	can	start	our	day	by	simply	putting	our	feet	on	the	floor	and	
lifting	our	hearts	and	hands	to	the	air	in	praise	to	God	for	allowing	us	to	have	
another	day	to	serve	Him.	So	many	times	the	things	that	receive	the	first	fruits	
of	our	praise	are	those	things	listed	in	our	daily	planner.	Let’s	commit	to	
making	our	praise	to	the	Lord	‘fresh	and	new	every	morning’.			
	



Secondly,	we	should	praise	the	Lord	corporately.	It	is	right	and	it	is	Biblical	to	
praise	the	Lord	together.	And	our	praise	unto	the	Lord	should	not	be	based	on	
anything	except	what	the	Psalmist	has	laid	out	before	us	in	this	chapter.	It’s	not	
based	on	what	I	like	or	don’t	like.	It’s	not	based	on	if	I	agree	with	the	song	
choices	or	worship	flow.	Our	worship	should	be	based	upon	a	heart	that	is	
filled	with	awe	before	a	Holy	God.	Our	face	should	reflect	that.	Many	times	
there	are	guests	and	perhaps	a	lost	person	who	is	influenced	by	our	heart	of	
praise.	Let	everything	that	has	breath	and	every	part	of	us	and	with	everything	
we	have	praise	the	one	who	is	worthy	of	our	worship!					
	
When	he	became	angry	and	flipped	the	tables	over	in	the	temple,	Jesus	said,	
“my	house	shall	be	called	a	house	of	prayer	(also	meaning	praise),	but	you	have	
made	it	a	den	of	robbers.”	Jesus	is	serious	about	the	type	of	heart	that	enters	
the	church	and	brings	praise	to	his	name.	Let’s	join	him,	and	open	our	hearts	in	
praise.	
	
August	16:	Ruth	1	
"I	went	away	full,	and	the	Lord	has	brought	me	back	empty.	Why	call	me	Naomi,	
when	the	Lord	testified	against	me	and	the	Almighty	has	brought	calamity	upon	
me?	So	Naomi	returned,	and	Ruth	the	Moabite	her	daughter-in-law	with	her,	who	
returned	from	the	country	of	Moab.	And	they	came	to	Bethlehem	at	the	
beginning	of	barley	harvest.”	Ruth	1:21-22	
		
Timing	is	everything,	and	the	Bible	is	filled	with	so	many	ironic	statements	
from	people	who	God	is	working	in,	through,	and	around	when	they	couldn't	
see	the	big	picture.	
		
Timing	…	Notice	the	last	phrase	of	the	passage,	as	the	barley	harvest	was	
beginning.	The	exact	time	that	Ruth	and	Naomi	entered	in	to	the	area	of	
Bethlehem	is	of	extreme	importance.	The	fact	that	the	barley	is	being	
harvested	is	what	thrust	Ruth	into	the	field	where	Boaz	could	notice	her.	Had	it	
been	some	other	season,	their	paths	may	not	have	crossed.	However,	God	had	
different	plans	and	orchestrated	the	whole	thing	at	the	exact	right	time	so	they	
would	come	into	contact	with	each	other.	And	Ruth	and	Boaz's	relationship	
became	a	transitional	moment	in	history	in	relation	to	the	salvation	of	
mankind.	
		



Let's	be	honest,	sometimes	we	don't	understand	God's	timing.	It	seems	odd	
and	(we	think)	even	down	right	cruel	sometimes.	But	God	knows	the	big	
picture.	Naomi	says	that	God	has	afflicted	her	and	brought	her	misfortune.	The	
reality	is	that	her	life	had	taken	some	unexpected	twists	and	turns,	but	God	
was	still	working	the	plan	He	had	for	her	and	the	rest	of	her	family.	Which	
leads	to	the	irony	of	it	all	…	
		
Irony	…	For	a	moment,	can	we	just	consider	why	the	book	of	Ruth	is	even	
included	in	the	Bible?	Think	about	it	right	now	before	you	read	on.	The	whole	
reason	the	book	of	Ruth	is	because	it	explains	the	lineage	of	the	Christ	to	come.	
Through	a	lowly	Moabitess	and	her	family,	God	is	going	to	continue	to	establish	
the	line	of	Jesus	Christ.	Boaz	was	King	David's	great-grandfather.	For	a	time,	
Naomi's	life	was	in	shambles.	But	the	bigger	picture	is	that	she	saw	first-hand	
and	was	a	big	part	of	the	family	line	of	the	Savior	of	the	world.	Her	misfortune	
turned	out	to	be	miraculous.	Her	affliction	was	part	of	a	bigger	plan.	Her	
bitterness	was	accompanied	by	the	ultimate	Provision	of	the	Son	of	God.	
		

August	17:	Ruth	2	
"The	Lord	repay	you	for	what	you	have	done,	and	a	fill	reward	be	given	you	by	
the	Lord,	the	God	of	Israel,	under	whose	wings	you	have	come	to	take	refuge."	
Ruth	2:12	
	
Ruth	was	a	compassionate,	loyal,	hard-working	young	lady.	She	had	
compassion	for	her	mother-in-law,	and	instead	of	taking	the	easy	road	and	
staying	with	her	family	she	decided	to	take	the	road	less	traveled	and	stick	
with	the	mother	of	her	husband.	Her	strong	compassion	led	to	her	own	
provision	in	the	end.	Who	in	your	life	needs	a	compassionate	word,	thought,	or	
deed?	Take	inventory	right	now	and	resolve	to	show	compassion	for	them	
today	or	the	next	time	you	come	into	contact	with	them.	
		
Ruth	was	loyal.	She	stuck	by	her	mother-in-law	when	it	would	have	been	
easier	and	more	predictable	to	stay	at	home.	For	some	reason,	though,	she	felt	
moved	to	stick	to	Naomi,	and	she	acted	on	that	feeling	by	continuing	the	
journey	with	her	back	to	Bethlehem.	Our	world	needs	people	who	will	be	loyal.	
In	a	day	and	age	of	cut-throat,	climb	the	ladder,	me-first	world	views,	loyalty	is	
still	rewarded	and	is	still	valuable.	Be	loyal	to	your	mate.	Be	loyal	to	your	
employer.	Be	loyal	to	your	church.	Be	loyal	to	your	Lord,	and	stick	with	Him.	
		



Ruth	was	hard-working.	Ruth	did	not	count	on	anybody	else	providing	for	her	
and	Naomi,	so	she	went	out	and	did	what	she	could.	Colossians	3:17	and	23	
encourage	us	to	do	what	we	do	in	Jesus’	name	and	to	work	as	though	working	
for	the	Lord.	Hard	work	is	expected	of	the	Christian.	Give	your	career	choice	a	
good	name	by	working	hard,	and	give	your	Savior	the	same	by	serving	Christ	
with	your	whole	heart.		
	
	August	18:	Ruth	3	

"All	my	fellow	townsmen	know	that	you	are	a	woman	of	noble	character."		
Ruth	3:11	
		
Character	is	something	that	we	are	building	each	day	of	our	lives	by	how	we	
act	and	react.	And	although	we	shouldn't	do	what	we	do	so	others	will	notice,	
the	natural	outcome	of	good	character	is	that	people	see	it.	Notice	the	
descriptor	of	Ruth's	character:	noble.	A	few	synonyms	for	noble	are	honorable,	
principled,	moral,	upright,	and	virtuous.	Don't	we	all	want	to	be	seen	this	way?	
Being	viewed	this	way	takes	consistency	over	a	long	period	of	time.	We	earn	
that	title	moment-by-moment,	day-by-day,	and	year-by-year.	The	Christian	
should	strive	to	have	that	adjective	placed	before	their	name	when	people	
describe	them.		
		
Think	about	who	others	admire	greatly.	In	that	thought	process,	do	not	include	
people	who	are	simply	famous,	but	people	who	will	continue	to	be	admired	
and	emulated	years	from	now.	You	probably	think	of	people	who	had	great	
consistency	of	character	over	a	lifetime.	It	is	true	that	character	is	built	over	a	
lifetime,	but	can	be	tarnished	in	a	moment.	Take	your	character	seriously	and	
strive	to	protect	it.	Do	what	is	necessary	by	including	God's	word	as	a	priority	
in	your	life.	Make	yourself	accountable	to	others	so	you	can	stay	focused,	and	
so	you	can	help	someone	else	develop	character.	
		

August	19:	Ruth	4	
“Then	Naomi	took	the	child	and	laid	him	on	her	lap	and	became	his	nurse.	And	
the	women	of	the	neighborhood	gave	him	a	name,	saying,	“A	son	has	been	born	to	
Naomi.”	They	named	him	Obed.	He	was	the	father	of	Jesse,	the	father	of	David.”	
Ruth	4:16-17	
		
Recall	that	earlier	in	the	book	of	Ruth,	Naomi	said	that	God	had	afflicted	her	
and	brought	her	misfortune.	I	wonder	how	she	felt	as	she	held	Obed	for	the	



first	time,	and	as	she	cared	for	him	as	a	toddler	and	throughout	his	childhood.	
Do	you	think	she	remembered	and	regretted	saying	that	about	God	as	she	saw	
His	provision	in	the	marriage	of	Ruth	and	Boaz,	and	as	she	held	this	little	
bundle	of	joy?	She	may	have	learned	a	lesson	as	she	looked	into	his	eyes.	
		
Naomi	didn't	know	in	those	moments	that	she	was	seeing	the	great-
grandfather	of	a	king	of	the	nation	of	Israel.	She	only	knew	that	God	had	turned	
her	circumstances	into	great	blessing.	But	that's	what	God	does.	He	turns	
sorrow	and	mourning	into	dancing	and	joy.	What	some	see	as	a	curse,	God	
works	out	for	good.	What	looks	like	a	death-blow	brings	life.	What	seems	to	be	
the	last	straw	ends	up	being	a	shepherd's	staff.	David	was	the	shepherd	boy	
who	turned	into	a	King,	a	man	after	God's	own	heart.	His	legacy	has	been	
established.	His	life	was	influenced	by	a	bitter	woman	who	was	turned	into	a	
joyful	grandmother	of	the	great	grandfather	of	David.	His	family	line	had	its	
problems	and	imperfections,	but	God's	plan	could	not	be	thwarted.	
		
We	need	to	trust	God	even	when	our	current	circumstances	do	not	make	sense.	
We	don't	have	the	big	picture	as	a	part	of	our	mindset.	Only	God	does.	That's	
why	we	must	trust	in	the	God	of	"affliction"	and	"misfortune".	How	is	God's	
story	playing	out	in	your	life?	Look	around.	
	
August	20:	Song	of	Solomon	1	
“Behold,	you	are	beautiful,	my	love;	behold,	you	are	beautiful;	your	eyes	are	
doves.”	Song	of	Solomon	1:15	
	
The	Song	of	Solomon	is	a	book	of	love	poetry,	and	there	is	a	lot	of	sexual	
imagery.	Sex	has	always	carried	a	lot	of	negative	baggage	because	it	is	so	often	
misused,	so	the	church	has	looked	for	ways	to	deflect	the	sexuality	implicit	
herein.	Scholars	searched	for	deeper	meanings	so	that	it	wouldn’t	be	about	sex,	
but	we	must	come	to	grips	with	the	true	nature	of	sex.	Sex	is	a	gift	from	God,	an	
incredible	blessing	within	the	bounds	he	created	for	it.	It’s	a	part	of	every	
person’s	life,	married	or	not,	so	why	would	the	Lord	not	give	help	to	guide	us	in	
it?	That	is	the	purpose	of	the	Song	of	Solomon,	to	demonstrate	for	us	the	
righteous	enjoyment	of	sex.	It’s	not	lewd	or	promiscuous.	It	is	the	word	of	God	
concerning	his	gift	to	us,	so	we	must	engage	it	openly,	with	our	whole	heart.	
	
What	we	will	find	as	we	dig	through	this	book	is	poetry.	The	author	uses	
imaginative	language	to	express	the	full	depth	of	his	ideas.	There	are	



comparisons	that	we	wouldn’t	think	of	today	and	will	take	a	little	more	
thought	to	grasp,	like	saying	that	his	lady’s	eyes	are	like	doves	(v.	15).	This	is	
not	a	book	of	laws	or	narrative,	and	it	will	not	be	easy	or	direct.	Poetry	uses	
indirect	language	to	inflame	the	imagination.	It	requires	us	to	think	more	
slowly	and	deeply	about	what	we	are	reading,	and	what	more	enjoyable	thing	
to	ponder	than	sex?		
	
We	find	in	Song	of	Solomon	no	short	fling,	like	what	our	culture	values	today.	
This	is	a	long,	slow	chase	between	a	man	and	his	wife.	Nor	is	this	a	one	sided	
pursuit,	like	TV	shows	caricature	for	us.	This	is	a	mutual	passion	for	the	body	
of	the	other	rooted	in	emotional	and	spiritual	connection.	As	we	read,	we	will	
see	Godly	love.	Soak	it	in.	Learn	what	kind	of	passion	God	intends	for	your	
marriage,	and	pray	that	he	will	allow	you	to	find	that	gift	in	your	own	life.	
	
August	21:	Obadiah	
“The	day	of	the	Lord	is	near	upon	all	the	nations.	As	you	have	done,	it	shall	be	
done	to	you;	your	deeds	shall	return	on	your	own	head.”	Obadiah	15	
	
Raise	your	hand	if	you	had	a	hard	time	finding	the	book	of	Obadiah	(and	every	
hand	in	the	room	went	up).	This	21-verse	book	gets	passed	over	a	lot	because	
it	doesn’t	seem	to	say	much	to	us.	Edom	was	the	nation	that	descended	from	
Jacob’s	brother,	Esau.	They	were	Israel’s	neighbors,	and	over	time	they	
developed	cold	relations.	When	Israel	was	destroyed	and	her	people	exiled,	the	
people	of	Edom	came	into	the	abandoned	towns	and	carried	off	anything	of	
value.	They	rejoiced	in	the	downfall	of	their	brothers	because	it	created	an	
opportunity	for	their	own	advantage.	We	could	make	a	correlation	between	
this	situation	and	fights	people	these	days	have	over	inheritances,	but	there	is	
a	broader	application	we’ll	focus	on.	
	
Obadiah’s	accusation	was	that	Edom	had	not	only	rejoiced	in	their	brother’s	
downfall,	but	had	welcomed	it	and	sought	to	profit	from	it.	They	weren’t	the	
ones	directly	oppressing	Israel,	but	they	strengthened	themselves	off	it	instead	
of	fighting	it.	In	America	we	are	often	guilty	of	this	same	kind	of	sin.	We	try	to	
be	the	kind	of	people	who	don’t	oppress	another,	but	we	are	willing	to	turn	a	
blind	eye	when	others	are	taken	advantage	of	and	we	have	something	to	gain	
from	it.	“That’s	just	the	free	market,”	we	comfort	ourselves,	but	by	
participating	in	these	pockets	of	corruption,	we	promote	injustice	and	build	
kingdoms	for	ourselves	off	its	wealth.		



	
Obadiah’s	warning	is	that,	though	the	Day	of	the	Lord	seems	distant,	it	will	
come	as	a	thief	in	the	night.	Those	who	have	rejected	the	justice	of	the	Lord	
will	get	what	they’ve	pursued,	the	destructive	fruit	of	injustice.	“But	I	have	
forgiveness	through	Jesus!”	Indeed,	and	thank	the	Lord	for	your	salvation,	but	
that	does	not	give	us	the	liberty	to	pursue	selfish	gain	at	the	cost	of	others.	
Think	carefully	about	the	social	systems	you	take	part	in.	Seek	the	good	of	the	
city	you	sojourn	in,	and	serve	the	oppressed	within	your	reach.	This	is	the	will	
of	the	Lord.		
	
August	22:	Song	of	Solomon	2	
“I	adjure	you,	O	daughters	of	Jerusalem,	by	the	gazelles	or	the	does	of	the	field,	
that	you	not	stir	up	or	awaken	love	until	it	pleases.”	Song	of	Solomon	2:7	
	
One	theme	that	rings	out	throughout	Song	of	Solomon	is	the	dangerous	power	
of	love.	In	chapter	2,	the	lovers	ascribe	to	their	partner	quality	far	surpassing	
anyone	in	their	category.	The	bride	sings	a	song	simply	about	the	wonder	of	
hearing	the	call	of	her	lover.	They	are	given	over	completely	to	one	another;	
you	might	call	them	‘love	drunk.’	
	
But	therein	lies	the	danger	of	love.	It’s	common	knowledge	that	love	makes	you	
do	stupid	things.	Teenage	boys	will	act	completely	out	of	character	to	impress	
a	girl.	Girls	will	pretend	to	be	interested	in	things	that	in	any	other	context	
would	even	be	repulsive	to	them.	But	beyond	the	silliness	of	teenage	romance,	
the	Bible	calls	husbands	and	wives	to	completely	abandon	their	own	self-
interest	for	the	needs	of	their	spouse.	This	complicates	life	in	such	a	way	that	
the	apostle	Paul	would	say	it’s	better	to	remain	single	(1	Corinthians	7:7).		
	
The	poet	knows	all	this,	and	she	begs	the	young	women	around	her	to	not	seek	
love	so	diligently.	So	often	our	culture	glorifies	Relationship,	saying	that	value	
is	found	only	in	my	spouse	or	boyfriend/girlfriend.	Those	who	reach	a	certain	
age	without	finding	a	partner	are	considered	less-than,	to	be	pitied.	But	here	in	
this	God-breathed	book	of	love	poetry	is	a	warning	not	to	seek	out	romance	
before	it	is	pleased	to	reveal	itself	to	you.	Because	it	is	so	wonderful	and	
distracting,	it	can	lure	us	into	foolish	choices.	We	are	willing	to	walk	into	
plainly	dangerous	situations	when	we	are	allured	by	romance.	People	marry	
into	unhealthy	families,	bad	money	management,	and	abusive	relationships	
because	they	think	that	their	‘love’	will	supersede	those	things,	but	after	a	



while	reality	sets	back	in.	It’s	one	of	the	reasons	the	divorce	rate	is	so	high.	
Love	is	like	a	toddler.	It	can	be	a	wonderful	gift,	but	there’s	no	need	to	wake	it	
up	before	it’s	ready.	There	will	be	plenty	of	trouble	to	wade	through	when	it	is.	
Let	romance	unfold	in	the	Lord’s	timing.	
	
August	23:	1	Corinthians	12	
“To	each	is	given	a	manifestation	of	the	Spirit	for	the	common	good.”		
1	Corinthians	12:7	
	
1	Corinthians	12	is	read	often,	but	its	message	is	also	often	ignored.	Paul	wants	
to	set	out	for	the	church	the	marks	of	a	true	believer,	and	he	begins	with	the	
indwelling	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	Verse	3	explains	that	we	cannot	possibly	confess	
the	Lordship	of	Jesus	without	the	power	of	the	Spirit,	so	if	you	are	one	who	
confesses	Jesus	as	Lord,	you	have	the	Holy	Spirit	within	you.	Here’s	why	that’s	
important.		
	
No	one	who	has	the	Holy	Spirit	within	them	comes	to	the	church	with	nothing	
to	offer.	Each	believer	is	empowered	by	the	Spirit	for	special	work.	There	is	no	
believer,	no	matter	how	young	in	faith	or	uneducated,	who	is	not	gifted	and	
called	by	God’s	Spirit	to	serve	the	Church.	That	means	you	are	empowered	to	
help	others	in	their	spiritual	growth.	And	your	gift	is	not	like	a	Christmas	gift,	
just	for	you.	It	is	a	gift	that	is	given	to	you	that	you	might	use	it	for	the	body!	
You	are	called	to	minister	to	the	body	of	Christ.		
	
Each	of	us	is	called	differently	and	gifted	in	different	proportions,	but	if	you	use	
that	as	an	excuse	to	slip	in	and	out	each	week	without	contributing,	you	are	
denying	the	word	of	God	in	your	life!	There’s	incredible	blessing	in	store	for	
you	and	especially	for	others	if	you	will	surrender	to	the	call	of	the	Holy	Spirit.	
Don’t	wait	on	the	sidelines	for	someone	else	to	step	up,	and	don’t	assume	that	
your	gift	is	unimportant.	Each	member	of	a	body	must	serve	its	purpose	or	the	
body	dies.	The	Body	of	Christ	is	the	same.	Where	members	refuse	to	serve,	the	
Body	withers	away.		
	
Your	service	is	critical	to	the	mission	of	the	church!	Someone	or	something	in	
our	community	desperately	needs	your	contribution!	Find	your	place	to	serve.	
If	you	don’t	know	your	spiritual	gifts,	ask	a	mature	believer,	and	they’ll	be	glad	
to	help	you	prayerfully	explore	God’s	call.	If	you	know	your	gifting,	get	to	work!	
The	Lord	intends	to	work	wonders	through	you!	



August	24:	1	Corinthians	13	
“For	we	know	in	part	and	we	prophesy	in	part,	but	when	the	perfect	comes,	the	
partial	will	pass	away.”	I	Corinthians	13:9-10	
	
Known	as	‘the	great	love	chapter	of	the	Bible,’	there	is	more	to	chapter	13	than	
what	might	be	read	at	a	wedding	ceremony	about	love.	The	major	theme	
reflects	the	idea	that	you	can	have	all	the	external	benefits	and	resources	that	
this	world	can	attain,	and	you	can	still	miss	everything	by	not	having	a	
foundation	of	love.			
	
Paul	is	saying	to	the	church	that	you	can	be	gifted,	have	great	knowledge,	serve	
the	poor	and	even	suffer	physically	and	still	not	make	an	eternal	difference	
because	the	heart	is	not	right.	It’s	love	that	never	fails.	If	you	love	
appropriately,	then	all	other	things	will	fall	right	into	place.			
	
The	intent	of	the	heart	is	a	key	element	to	overcoming	adversity	in	life.	Most	
people	can	overlook	mistakes,	forgive	others,	move	forward	through	relational	
issues,	and	endure	painful	momentary	trials	that	arise	between	people	if	the	
intent	of	the	heart	is	good,	contrite,	and	humble.	When	pride	and	arrogance	fill	
the	heart,	they	take	the	place	of	love.	And	this	only	leads	to	heart	hardness.	
Paul	is	quick	to	say	that	kind	of	foundational	love	is	not	easily	understood.		
Many	times	we	are	left	holding	the	question	‘why’?	Paul	is	reminding	the	
church	to	keep	‘love’	at	the	center.	Why	do	I	forgive	my	enemies?	Because	
Jesus	tells	me	to	love	them.	How	can	I	forgive	my	spouse	who	has	hurt	me?		
Because	Jesus	teaches	us	to	love	them	unconditionally	for	who	they	are	and	
not	what	they	do.	How	can	I	forgive	myself	when	I	feel	like	such	failure?		
Because	Jesus	died	on	the	cross	so	you	don’t	have	to	carry	the	guilt	around	in	
you	anymore.	That’s	agape	love!	We	simply	must	be	obedient.	We	might	get	a	
glimpse	of	why	now,	but	one	day	the	‘fullness	of	His	glory’	will	be	completely	
revealed	in	such	a	way	that	there	will	be	no	need	for	any	question,	because	it	
will	be	answered	without	being	asked.	
	
August	25:	1	Corinthians	14	
“The	women	should	keep	silent	in	the	churches.	For	they	are	not	permitted	to	
speak,	but	should	be	in	submission,	as	the	Law	also	says.	If	there	is	anything	they	
desire	to	learn,	let	them	ask	their	husbands	at	home.	For	it	is	shameful	for	a	
woman	to	speak	in	church.”	1	Corinthians	14:34-35	
	



“The	tongue	is	a	fire,	a	world	of	unrighteousness.	The	tongue	is	set	among	our	
members,	staining	the	whole	body,	setting	on	fire	the	entire	course	of	life,	and	
set	on	fire	by	hell,”	(James	3:6).	How	right	he	was!	Much	has	been	said	about	
this	issue,	and	it	still	burns	in	churches	today.	What	does	Paul	mean	by	these	
verses?	What’s	the	role	of	women	in	our	worship	services?	In	Life	Groups?	In	
leadership	committees?	On	the	surface	and	by	itself	this	passage	seems	to	
communicate	that	the	right	place	for	women	in	church	is	silently	learning	
alongside	their	husbands.	She	may	not	be	invisible	in	the	body,	but	her	role	is	
severely	limited.		
	
Our	culture	has	long	since	rejected	this	concept,	so	conservatives	are	uneasy	
stepping	far	from	a	surface	reading,	but	with	careful	consideration	of	what	all	
scripture	says	and	greater	study	than	can	be	contained	in	one	devotion,	we	can	
come	to	a	deeper	understanding.	
	
In	1	Corinthians	11,	Paul	talks	about	a	righteous	way	for	women	to	prophesy	
among	God’s	people.	If	there	is	a	righteous	manner	for	women	to	speak	in	
church,	this	passage	cannot	be	understood	as	a	blanket	ban	against	it.	So	what	
is	the	larger	context	that	these	verses	enter	into?	In	verses	29-33,	the	issue	is	
weighing	the	spirits	of	prophecies	spoken	in	church	to	avoid	confusion.	One	of	
the	common	ways	to	then	interpret	verses	34	and	35	is	to	say	that	women	
should	keep	disagreement	with	their	husband’s	judgment	of	prophecy	
between	the	two	of	them	to	avoid	confusion	in	the	body,	but	this	interpretation	
too	has	flaws.	
	
This	issue	is	difficult.	Women	bring	many	valuable	traits,	thoughts,	and	gifts	to	
our	community.	We	must	read	all	scripture	as	a	whole,	not	taking	any	passage	
out	of	context.	We	must	read	scripture	prayerfully,	knowing	that	our	
understanding	of	it	can	only	be	incomplete	until	the	Lord	returns.	And	we	must	
direct	our	time	together	“so	that	the	church	may	be	built	up,”	(v.	5)	each	
individual	and	the	group	as	a	whole.	
	
August	26:	1	Corinthians	15	
“In	a	moment,	in	the	twinkling	of	an	eye,	at	the	last	trumpet.	For	the	trumpet	will	
sound,	and	the	dead	will	be	raised	imperishable,	and	we	shall	be	changed.”		
1	Corinthians	15:52	
	



So	little	of	what	we	know	about	Heaven	is	concrete.	Much	of	what	the	Bible	
tells	us	about	it	comes	to	us	as	glimpses,	like	images	flitting	across	a	screen,	
disconnected	clips	of	a	movie.	We	only	have	a	sense	of	what	it	will	be	like,	but	
what	we	do	know	is	glorious.	This	earthly	body	that	has	been	weighed	down	
by	sin	our	whole	life	will	be	raised	up	as	a	new	creation.	That	isn’t	to	say	that	
what	is	natural	is	completely	annihilated	and	replaced.	What	was	will	be	
transformed	into	what	will	be.	Flesh	will	become	Spirit	as	mortal	puts	on	
immortality.	The	sting	of	death	will	have	faded	away	entirely.	What	a	beautiful	
thing	to	cling	to.	
	
And	we	must	cling	to	it.	Since	the	summer	began	our	church	has	experienced	
loss	through	death	and	illness.	On	top	of	these	we	experience	the	pursuit	of	
Satan	against	us	each	day	seeking	to	silence	us	so	the	Gospel	will	not	spread.	
Paul’s	statement	in	verse	19	has	always	stuck	with	me;	“If	in	Christ	we	have	
hope	in	this	life	only,	we	are	of	all	people	most	to	be	pitied.”	The	life	of	a	Jesus	
follower	is	strewn	with	experiences	of	pain,	suffering,	and	loss.	It	is	the	life	that	
he	lived.	We	cannot	emulate	him	and	avoid	these	things.	In	fact	we’re	called	to	
cherish	these	moments	(see	James	1).	If	we	pursue	that	kind	of	life,	and	all	we	
have	is	the	fleshly	body,	then	we	are	to	be	pitied	because	all	we	have	is	devoted	
to	destruction!	
	
But	that’s	not	all	we	have.	Believers	trust	that	there	is	a	resurrection.	Jesus	is	
the	first	fruits	of	that	new	creation.	The	way	the	Bible	describes	his	resurrected	
body	is	what	we	have	to	expect	for	ourselves.	It’s	a	different	glory,	certainly,	
but	a	greater	one.	When	you	walk	through	difficulty,	you	can	stand	firm	
because	of	that	glory.	This	life	is	not	all	there	is.	What	is	coming	is	much,	much	
greater.	
	
August	27:	1	Corinthians	16	
“But	I	will	stay	in	Ephesus	until	Pentecost,	for	a	wide	door	for	effective	work	has	
opened	to	me,	and	there	are	many	adversaries.”	1	Corinthians	16:8-9	
	
Auburn	is	engaging	a	new	strategy	for	discipleship	called	Life	Groups.	One	
significant	change	is	that	we	will	form	many	smaller	groups	out	of	a	few	of	our	
current	large	Sunday	School	classes.	This	means	that	many	deep	relationships	
that	have	been	fruitful	for	many	years	might	be	challenged	by	less	frequent	
investment.	This	change	will	cause	many	to	mourn	a	real,	felt	loss.	So	what	is	



the	purpose	behind	that	kind	of	sacrifice	when	one	of	the	stated	purposes	of	
Life	Groups	is	to	foster	that	exact	kind	of	relationship?		
	
Finishing	his	letter,	Paul	tells	the	Corinthians	of	his	passionate	desire	to	see	
them	again.	He	has	many	deep	relationships	there,	and	he	would	love	to	revel	
in	that	love	with	them	again,	but	God	restrains	him.	This	doesn’t	happen	
because	it’s	time	for	those	relationships	to	end,	or	because	spending	time	more	
time	together	would	be	unhealthy	or	lack	in	good	fruit.	Paul	explains	that	he	
must	stay	because	there	are	so	many	opportunities	to	spread	the	Gospel	where	
he	is.	The	people	in	Ephesus	face	many	strong	spiritual	enemies,	and	Christians	
are	called	to	push	back	on	the	darkness	of	this	world	with	the	light	of	Christ	
that	shines	in	them.	
	
When	we	ask	large	groups	to	multiply	into	smaller	groups,	it’s	not	because	
those	groups	fail	to	produce	good	fruit.	We	know	that	many	close	relationships	
have	grown	over	the	years	in	those	groups,	and	God’s	word	is	proclaimed	each	
week	as	they	meet,	but	smaller	groups	give	our	church	an	advantage	in	the	war	
against	darkness.	The	more	small	groups	that	form,	the	more	new	
relationships	that	will	be	built.	Our	prayer	is	that	many	of	these	new	
relationships	that	form	will	be	with	new	believers	or	even	unbelievers,	
drawing	them	to	Christ	through	love.	Distance	will	cause	some	established	
relationships	to	be	stressed,	but	there	are	so	many	new	opportunities	in	our	
community	and	so	many	adversaries	to	fight.	Be	praying	about	how	God	will	
use	you	to	establish	inroads	into	a	new	area	of	ministry.			
	
August	28:	Song	of	Solomon	3	
“On	my	bed	by	night	I	sought	him	whom	my	soul	loves;”	Song	of	Solomon	3:1	
	
One	of	the	dangers	of	love	is	the	obsession	that	accompanies	it.	Chapter	3	
describes	a	dream	where	the	woman	walks	through	the	streets	of	Jerusalem	
searching	for	her	lover.	Finally	when	she	sees	him,	she	has	glorified	him	in	her	
mind	so	much	that	he	appears	as	the	king	carried	along	by	his	servants.	This	
vision	consumes	her	as	she	sleeps	because	it	also	consumes	her	when	she	is	
awake.		
	
Previously	we	saw	how	love	can	be	so	dangerous	that	it’s	better	to	remain	
single.	One	of	the	reasons	Paul	says	that	is	that	your	earthly	love	is	bound	to	
distract	you	from	your	heavenly	love.	This	dream	bears	out	that	truth.	This	



woman	thinks	about	her	husband	all	day	long.	She	desires	him	so	deeply	that	
when	they	are	separated	she	would	wander	alone	through	the	city	at	night	to	
find	him.	But	this	passion	is	passion	that	could	be	spent	on	pursuit	of	the	
Father!	Her	husband	is	a	distraction.	However	we	must	remember	that	this	
kind	of	devotion	is	ordained	by	God	despite	the	distraction	it	poses.	Husbands	
and	wives	are	to	demonstrate	the	passion	of	God	for	his	church.		
	
The	challenge	then	for	husbands	and	wives	is	this:	Does	your	passion	for	your	
spouse	reach	the	appropriate	level?	Some	couples	think	it	is	a	badge	of	honor	
that	they	have	moved	away	from	a	passionate	phase	of	marriage	into	a	
practical	partnership.	Certainly	maturity	will	change	the	expression	of	your	
passion,	but	if	it	is	lost	totally,	you	should	mourn	it!	Pray	that	the	Spirit	would	
reignite	the	flame	for	your	spouse.	Consider	the	blessing	that	their	person,	
body,	and	faith	are	for	you.	Singles,	consider	the	way	you	love	someone	else	
before	you	engage	them	in	relationship.	Is	your	passion	for	them	based	on	
what	they	do	for	you,	or	are	you	consumed	with	love	for	who	they	are	on	their	
own?	True	love,	love	the	Bible	prescribes,	is	not	self-seeking.	It	is	consumed	
with	the	other.	It	always	seeks	to	pour	into	the	other.	How	do	you	love	your	
other?	
	
August	29:	Isaiah	42	
“A	bruised	reed	he	will	not	break,	and	a	faintly	burning	wick	he	will	not	quench;	
he	will	faithfully	bring	forth	justice.”	Isaiah	42:3	
	
I	often	run	into	people	who	have	an	oversized	view	of	the	wrath	of	God,	so	they	
have	no	desire	to	consider	His	love.	They	think	that	God	is	a	cosmic	killjoy	
waiting	to	hit	us	with	a	lightning	bolt	the	moment	we	mess	up.		
	
Isaiah	42,	the	first	of	the	famous	“Suffering	Servant	Songs”,	points	out	to	
believers	that	our	purpose	in	life	should	be	His	glory.	He	wants	to	bring	glory	
to	His	name	through	our	life.	Our	self-righteousness	will	consistently	make	Me	
the	object	of	affection.	God’s	desire	for	our	life	is	for	His	glory	is	to	be	the	object	
of	our	affection.	
	
We	see	in	verse	3	a	picture	of	God	in	the	character	of	his	faithful	servant.	Think	
again	of	that	reed:	something	that	has	been	crushed,	or	hurt	by	unkindness,	a	
life	that	is	somehow	bent	and	bruised,	without	strength	or	beauty.	There	is	
nothing	attractive	about	a	reed,	and	there	is	certainly	nothing	very	pleasant	



about	the	circumstances	in	which	it	lives!	Usually	it	grows	in	a	smelly,	
unsavory	swamp.	When	we’re	broken	it’s	not	so	we	can	be	destroyed,	but	
rather	to	show	how	God	takes	broken	things	and	puts	them	back	together.			
Jesus	wants	us	to	have	His	heart	toward	the	lowly,	broken,	and	hurting.	It's	
easy	to	pass	them	by	just	as	quickly	as	the	priest	and	the	Levite	passed	the	man	
on	the	road	to	Jericho.	The	superficial	Christian	worker	ignores	that	kind	of	
situation.	He	wants	a	sphere	to	serve	that	will	be	worthy	of	his	talent,	if	you	
please.	A	task	where	his	abilities	will	be	recognized	and	used,	something	that	is	
big	enough	to	justify	all	the	training	he’s	undergone.	In	the	eyes	of	the	Lord,	the	
test	of	the	real	servant	is,	does	he	bend	with	the	humility	of	Jesus	Christ	over	a	
bruised	reed	and	a	smoking	flax.	
	
August	30:	Isaiah	49	
“It	is	too	light	a	thing	that	you	should	be	my	servant	to	raise	up	the	tribes	of	
Jacob	and	to	bring	back	the	preserved	of	Israel;	I	will	make	you	as	a	light	for	the	
nations,	that	my	salvation	may	reach	to	the	end	of	the	earth.”	Isaiah	49:6	
	
I	love	to	listen	to	this	verse	read	aloud.	When	I	hear	these	words	I’m	reminded	
of	the	coach	on	the	TV	show	Last	Chance	U.	It’s	a	show	about	East	Mississippi	
Community	College,	a	school	where	many	Division	I	football	players	
matriculate	when	they	are	kicked	off	the	big	teams.	Ole	Miss	and	State	always	
recruit	the	players	from	this	school	because	they	are	so	talented.	
	
The	coach	for	this	team	is	an	unfortunate	character.	He	has	a	reputation	for	a	
horrendous	temper	and	a	foul	mouth,	but	one	of	his	mantras	among	his	players	
is	that	the	other	team	isn’t	even	close	to	good	enough	to	play	against	them.	
They	are	way	too	talented	to	be	in	close	games	against	other	community	
colleges.		
	
This	is	the	idea	in	Isaiah	49.	Even	though	the	world	will	reject	him,	even	
though	he	will	be	persecuted,	it’s	too	easy	for	God	to	only	assign	him	the	
salvation	of	the	nation	of	Israel.	The	Suffering	Servant’s	job	is	to	bring	salvation	
to	the	corners	of	the	world,	to	the	edge	of	the	coastlands	because	his	power	is	
so	great.	Do	you	have	that	kind	of	confidence	in	Jesus’	power	for	your	life?	Do	
you	know	he	can	transform	you	through	and	through,	even	the	darkest	places	
that	are	the	most	unseemly?	Do	you	know	that	his	grace	reaches	into	the	
lowest	hell	to	pull	your	feet	from	the	snare?	Praise	the	Lord	for	his	matchless	



power	and	mercy!	The	competition’s	not	even	close.	It’s	game	over	before	
they’ve	even	started!	
	
August	31:	Isaiah	50	
“I	gave	my	back	to	those	who	strike,	and	my	cheeks	to	those	who	pull	out	the	
beard;	I	hid	not	my	face	from	disgrace	and	spitting.”	Isaiah	50:6	
	
This	is	the	least	popular	of	the	four	servant	songs.	The	others	are	so	much	
more	quotable!	But	this	one	reveals	a	great	deal	about	the	character	of	God’s	
righteous	servant,	so	it	teaches	us	a	great	deal	about	who	we	are	called	to	be	as	
well.	
	
The	servant	says	that	the	Lord	has	taught	him	everything	he	needs	to	know.	He	
has	heard	the	word	of	the	Lord	and	responded	appropriately.	He	isn’t	
rebellious.	He	doesn’t	run	away	like	Jonah.	What	happens	between	verse	5	and	
6,	though,	is	truly	amazing.	In	verses	4	and	5	the	back	and	forth	is	between	the	
servant	and	the	Lord.	Verse	6	is	connected	to	those	verses	as	if	it	were	a	
continuation	of	the	discussion,	but	it	is	all	about	how	the	servant	is	beaten	and	
mocked.	This	juxtaposition	seems	to	teach	us	that	following	the	Lord	will	lead	
to	his	servant	being	beaten	and	mocked.	
	
What	attitude	did	the	servant	take	in	the	face	of	this	persecution?	He	opened	
himself	up	to	it!	“Do	not	resist	the	one	who	is	evil.	But	if	anyone	slaps	you	on	
the	right	cheek,	turn	to	him	the	other	also,”	(Matthew	5:39).	Is	this	our	attitude	
concerning	persecution?	Certainly	not!	As	voting	Americans	with	rights	and	
influence	in	the	public	square,	we	have	sought	to	fight	back	against	the	
onslaught	of	secularization	in	our	nation.		
	
Jesus’	example	teaches	us	that	the	right	way	to	combat	evil	in	the	world	is	not	
to	flex	political	muscle.	We	don’t	achieve	our	goals	through	earthly	expressions	
of	power.	We	follow	the	path	of	the	servant	of	the	Lord.	When	we	are	
persecuted,	we	flex	our	back	straight	so	that	the	whole	thing	can	be	well	
scourged,	and	then	we	pour	out	love	for	the	ones	wielding	the	whip!	We	
sacrifice	our	rights	so	that	others	might	see	the	glory	of	God	in	us.	The	Lord	is	
on	our	side,	so	no	earthly	power	can	disgrace	us	(v.	7).	All	of	them	will	wear	
out	like	old	clothes.	Rejoice	in	the	face	of	persecution!	You	have	the	victory!	
	
	



September	1:	Isaiah	52	
“How	beautiful	upon	the	mountains	are	the	feet	of	him	who	brings	good	news,	
who	publishes	peace,	who	brings	good	news	of	happiness,	who	publishes	
salvation,	who	says	to	Zion,	“Your	God	reigns.”	Isaiah 	 52:7    	
		
Good	news.	Need	some?	God's	people	in	the	day	of	this	passage's	writing	sure	
needed	some	good	news.	The	salvation	of	Zion	equated	to	God's	people	being	
able	to	return	to	the	Promised	Land	after	a	period	of	captivity.	
		
In	the	New	Testament,	Paul	applied	the	passage	to	those	who	are	sent	to	
preach	the	good	news	in	Romans	10:15.	A	different	salvation	is	proclaimed	
here.	The	Salvation	of	one's	soul	is	the	result	of	receiving	this	good	news,	as	
Romans	10:13	explains.		
		
The	tragic	reality	is	this:	so	many	need	the	Good	News,	but	so	few	are	willing	to	
proclaim	it	with	how	they	live	their	lives	AND	with	the	testimony	of	their	
mouths.	You've	probably	heard	someone	say	(or	maybe	you've	said	it)	that	
actions	are	louder	than	words	and	that	will	be	the	witness	you	carry.	Agreed.	
Actions	are	louder	than	words,	but	we	are	also	called	to	use	our	mouths	to	tell	
the	Good	News	…	to	"preach"	it.	
		
Even	if	someone	doesn't	have	the	gift	of	evangelism,	that	does	not	exempt	
them	from	telling	the	Good	News.	Let	your	actions	be	accompanied	with	words	
when	given	the	opportunity.	Everyone	needs	good	news.	Everyone	needs	THE	
Good	News.	Preach	it!	
	
September	2:	Isaiah	53	
“For	he	grew	up	before	him	like	a	young	plant,	and	like	a	root	out	of	dry	ground;	
he	had	no	form	or	majesty	that	we	should	look	at	him,	and	no	beauty	that	we	
should	desire	him.”	Isaiah	53:2	
	
I'm	sure	you've	seen	depictions	of	Jesus	in	paintings	and	pictures.	Most	seem	to	
portray	a	skinny,	sort	of	feminine-looking	Jesus	with	a	dramatic	and	
sometimes	unnatural	face,	with	a	type	of	glimmering	halo	or	light	source	above	
His	head.	You	can	certainly	pick	Him	out	among	the	others.	Those	are	not	
accurate	portrayals	of	Jesus	according	to	Isaiah	53.		
		



Jesus	looked	ordinary.	No	extreme	features.	No	halo.	Just	a	man.	This	fact	may	
be	one	of	the	most	amazing	things	about	the	incarnation	…	God	becoming	
ordinary	instead	of	majestic.	He	tucked	away	His	awesomeness	into	skin	for	
the	earthly	journey	so	well	that	man	could	not	immediately	recognize	Him	as	
God.	Why	would	He	do	that?	In	order	to	become	fully	man,	God	decided	to	
completely	wrap	Himself	in	flesh	so	He	would	be	treated	like	everyone	else.		
		
Think	about	it.	If	God	could	immediately	be	recognized	as	divine,	He	wouldn't	
have	been	able	to	feel	the	full	pain	of	man.	He	sacrificed	His	automatic	
credibility	with	others	so	He	could	truly	and	completely	identify	with	us.	God	
was	ignored,	dismissed	and	rejected	at	times	(just	like	we	have	been)	because	
He	had	the	full	appearance	of	man.	That	should	cause	us	to	praise	God	even	
more.	He	truly	sacrificed	it	ALL	to	become	the	suffering	servant.	
	
September	3:	Song	of	Solomon	4	
“Your	teeth	are	like	a	flock	of	shorn	ewes	that	have	come	up	from	the	washing,	all	
of	which	bear	twins,	and	not	one	among	them	has	lost	its	young.”		
Song	of	Solomon	4:2	
	
Here’s	a	shining	example	of	the	strangeness	of	Hebrew	poetry.	Let’s	rephrase	
those	first	5	verses:	
	
Your	eyes	have	stunned	me,	like	birds	that	suddenly	take	flight.	Your	hair	flowing	
down	your	back,	like	a	graceful	animal	dancing	down	a	hillside,	flashes	in	the	
light.	Your	teeth,	clean	and	white,	add	to	the	shining	beauty	of	your	face.	But	
shielding	them	are	your	silky	lips,	soft	and	tender.	Seeing	your	cheek	blush,	my	
breath	escapes	me.	
	
As	I	tear	my	gaze	away	from	your	face,	I	am	struck	by	your	strength.	Your	neck	
reveals	your	confidence,	straight	and	tall,	adorned	with	beautiful	jewels.	And	
then	I	am	stirred	by	the	curves	of	your	breasts,	but	I	must	withhold.	They	are	like	
a	holy	place,	like	the	place	of	a	sleeping	child,	not	to	be	disturbed	or	handled	
roughly.	They	speak	only	of	love	and	peace.	
	
Maybe	this	language	makes	you	uncomfortable.	You’re	probably	not	alone!	But	
here	it	lies,	in	the	center	of	our	Bible.		
	
Husbands,	when	was	the	last	time	you	took	the	time	to	list	the	virtues	of	your	



wife’s	body?	When	did	you	take	the	energy	to	express	desire	in	a	way	that	
appealed	to	her	spirit?	Wives,	you’re	not	off	the	hook	either	(see	SoS	5:10-16)!	
Perhaps	it	comes	more	naturally	to	one	of	you,	but	at	the	heart	of	this	exchange	
is	a	desire	to	work	hard	to	show	your	affection	in	a	fresh	way.	The	love	God	
intends	between	husband	and	wife	is	not	easy	or	bland.	It	requires	patience.	It	
requires	effort.	It	engages	every	aspect	of	the	soul.	Sometimes	it	will	require	
exploring	new	things,	things	that	will	make	you	uncomfortable,	but	these	
places	can	often	quicken	the	heart	to	a	deeper	love,	yet	unknown.	
	
Singles,	be	aware	of	how	your	heart	responds	to	this	kind	of	poetry.	Taken	out	
of	context	it	can	lead	you	astray,	but	the	Lord	intended	for	you	to	hear	it	as	
well.	Be	watching	for	someone	who	will	love	you	with	this	kind	of	
intentionality,	and	someone	who	you	can	show	this	love	to	in	return.		
	
September	4:	Genesis	37	
“Then	Midianite	traders	passed	by.	And	they	drew	Joseph	up	and	lifted	him	out	of	
the	pit,	and	sold	him	to	the	Ishmaelites	for	twenty	shekels	of	silver.	They	took	
Joseph	to	Egypt.”	Genesis	37:28	
	
What	a	turning	point	in	the	life	of	Joseph!	Favored	by	his	father	and	much	too	
outspoken	about	his	dreams,	Joseph	faced	a	dire	moment	just	before	being	
sold.	His	brothers	were	going	to	kill	him	but	then	decided	to	make	a	prophet	
instead	of	shedding	blood.		
		
Joseph	had	probably	had	bad	days	prior	to	this	one,	but	as	he	sat	in	a	cistern	
after	narrowly	escaping	death	from	his	own	brothers,	he	had	to	be	quite	an	
upset	little	boy.	At	this	point,	he	doesn't	understand	that	God	is	about	to	use	all	
the	fury	and	anger	of	his	brothers	and	their	actions	to	save	them	in	the	end.	All	
he	knows	is	the	unimaginable	has	happened,	and	he	doesn't	see	a	good	end	to	
his	situation.	Then	he's	sold	into	slavery	to	the	Ishmaelites	who	sell	him	again	
in	Egypt.	Joseph's	life	was	ripped	apart	and	turned	upside	down,	and	it	just	
kept	getting	worse.		
		
What	do	you	do	when	life	gets	ripped	apart	and	turned	upside	down	and	just	
keeps	getting	worse?	Can	you	still	trust?	Can	you	still	believe	that	God	is	good?	
Can	you	still	believe	He	knows	what's	best	for	you?	Can	you	still	believe	that	
you	are	loved?		
		



We	don't	know	what	Joseph's	immediate	reactions	were.	We	only	know	that	he	
kept	a	strong	faith	as	he	persevered.	He	was	a	living	example	of	Romans	5:3-
5,	“Not	only	so,	but	we	also	glory	in	our	sufferings,	because	we	know	that	
suffering	produces	perseverance;	perseverance,	character;	and	character,	
hope.	And	hope	does	not	put	us	to	shame,	because	God’s	love	has	been	poured	
out	into	our	hearts	through	the	Holy	Spirit,	who	has	been	given	to	us.”	
		
Remember	Joseph	and	the	passage	above	when	life	turns.	
	
September	5:	Genesis	39		
“The	LORD	was	with	Joseph,	and	he	became	a	successful	man,	and	he	was	in	the	
house	of	his	Egyptian	master…And	Joseph’s	master	took	him	and	put	him	into	the	
prison,	the	place	where	the	king’s	prisoners	were	confined,	and	he	was	there	in	
prison.	But	the	LORD	was	with	Joseph	and	showed	him	steadfast	love	and	gave	
him	favor	in	the	sight	of	the	keeper	of	the	prison.”	Genesis	39:2,	20-21	
	
What	is	common	among	the	two	passages	above?	Answer:	the	LORD	was	with	
Joseph.	How	important	is	that	possibility	in	your	life?	Would	your	life	be	
different	in	how	you	live	it	out	daily	if	you	sensed	that	the	LORD	was	with	you?	
Doesn't	every	Christian	want	the	LORD	to	be	with	him/her?	
		
The	truth	is	that	the	Lord	is	with	you	even	when	you	don't	feel	it	or	sense	it.	As	
a	matter	of	fact,	the	Spirit	of	the	Living	God	is	in	you,	working	all	the	time.	“And	
if	the	Spirit	of	him	who	raised	Jesus	from	the	dead	is	living	in	you,	he	who	
raised	Christ	from	the	dead	will	also	give	life	to	your	mortal	bodies	because	of	
his	Spirit	who	lives	in	you,”	(Romans	8:11).	
		
Not	only	is	the	Holy	Spirit	living	in	you,	you	also	have	access	to	Him	and	the	
power	He	provides	to	make	it	through	whatever	you	face.	The	same	Spirit	that	
raised	Christ	from	the	dead	dwells	in	you	to	give	you	the	strength	to	be	faithful	
to	your	Lord	and	make	it	through.	We	must	know	this	and	call	on	Him	to	help	
us	in	our	times	of	trouble.	From	keeping	your	temper	in	a	traffic	situation	to	
facing	death	at	the	hands	of	persecution,	the	Holy	Spirit	living	in	us	can	help	us	
stay	strong	and	be	a	faithful	follower.		
		
Call	on	Him.	
	
	



September	6:	Genesis	40	
“Only	remember	me,	when	it	is	well	with	you,	and	please	do	me	the	kindness	to	
mention	me	to	Pharaoh,	and	so	get	me	out	of	this	house.	For	I	was	indeed	stolen	
out	of	the	land	of	the	Hebrews,	and	here	also	I	have	done	nothing	that	they	
should	put	me	into	the	pit.”	Genesis	40:14-15	
	
After	being	ironically	imprisoned	for	his	righteousness,	Joseph	was	put	in	
charge	over	the	whole	prison.	In	this	chapter	we	see	an	interaction	between	
Joseph	and	some	of	those	serving	under	him.	The	cupbearer	and	baker	had	
done	something	to	infuriate	the	Pharaoh	enough	to	imprison	them	for	an	
indefinite	amount	of	time.	While	in	prison,	their	dreams	cause	them	great	
concern,	and	Joseph	notices	their	distress.	Even	though	Joseph	is	in	charge	of	
them	and	has	the	right	and	authority	to	order	them	to	get	to	work	or	simply	
ignore	them,	he	instead	has	compassion	on	them	by	hearing	their	dreams	and	
allowing	God	to	interpret	them.	For	the	cupbearer,	the	interpretation	was	
favorable,	but	for	the	baker,	death	was	around	the	corner.	Joseph,	after	
showing	the	cupbearer	compassion,	asked	that	he	show	Joseph	similar	
kindness	whenever	he	is	restored	to	his	former	position.	However,	the	
cupbearer	does	not	remember	Joseph.	Even	though	Joseph	continues	to	
demonstrate	godly	character,	he	continues	to	suffer.			
	
One	of	the	common	themes	in	the	story	of	Joseph	is	that	even	the	righteous	
suffer	at	the	hands	of	evil.	What	we	see	in	this	story,	though,	is	that	godly	
people	are	to	continue	demonstrating	godliness	even	when	everything	seems	
against	them.	Joseph	could	have	been	bitter	towards	God	and	towards	others,	
but	instead	he	demonstrated	compassion	for	others	despite	his	suffering.	
There	are	many	things	in	our	lives	that	can	make	us	bitter,	and	often	we	want	
others	to	hurt	when	we	hurt.	But	godly	character	looks	like	kindness	in	the	
midst	of	pain.	When	life	isn't	going	your	way,	continue	being	compassionate	
towards	others.	Jesus	looked	at	the	crowds	and	had	compassion,	and	he	taught	
his	followers	to	love	their	neighbors	as	themselves.	Even	when	life	hurts,	we	
are	still	called	to	be	like	Jesus,	and	this	includes	choosing	to	be	a	blessing	to	
others	rather	than	being	bitter.			
	
September	7:	Genesis	41	
“And	Pharaoh	said	to	his	servants,	“Can	we	find	a	man	like	this,	in	whom	is	the	
Spirit	of	God?”	Genesis	41:38	
	



The	cupbearer	has	finally	remembered	Joseph	and	provided	him	with	an	
opportunity	to	get	out	of	his	affliction.	It	only	took	two	years!	Without	knowing	
the	ending	of	the	story,	one	would	have	to	ponder	why	God	was	continuing	to	
allow	His	righteous	one	to	suffer	and	struggle	through	life.	Romans	5:3-4	tells	
us	that	suffering	produces	perseverance,	and	perseverance	produces	
character.	James	1:2-3	teaches	us	that	suffering	develops	perseverance,	which	
produces	maturity	and	completeness.	If	we	look	at	Joseph's	life	through	this	
lens,	we	can	see	that	God	was	allowing	Joseph	to	go	through	these	trials	with	
the	intent	that	he	become	the	type	of	person	that	perseveres.	Perseverance	is	a	
character	trait	that	allows	one	to	do	what	is	necessary,	or	right,	even	when	it	is	
difficult	or	unpopular.	Those	who	persevere	become	people	with	a	mature	
character,	who	do	what	is	right.	God	forged	Joseph's	character	in	the	various	
trials	and	mistreatments	he	had	to	persevere	through.	Now,	as	the	person	who	
was	second	only	to	Pharaoh	in	the	land	of	Egypt,	Joseph	had	the	character	and	
the	maturity	to	be	a	good	leader.	He	had	learned	to	persevere	by	depending	on	
God	and	His	Spirit,	and	now	he	was	able	to	lead	and	bless	others.			
	
Often	we	want	to	escape	whatever	hardships	we	are	going	through,	but	what	if	
these	hardships	are	being	used	by	God	to	forge	our	character	and	teach	us	to	
rely	on	God	more	fully?	Do	not	try	to	evade	the	hardships	of	your	life.	Don't	
think	that	because	your	life	is	not	comfortable	you	are	not	in	God's	will.		
Attempt	to	discover	what	parts	of	your	soul	God	is	trying	to	develop.	How	is	He	
teaching	you	to	persevere,	and	how	does	He	want	to	change	your	character	in	
the	trials	you	are	going	through	today?	
	
September	8:	Genesis	42		
“On	the	third	day	Joseph	said	to	them,	“Do	this	and	you	will	live,	for	I	fear	God.”	
Genesis	42:18	
	
Famine	is	in	full	force	all	over	the	world,	including	Canaan,	where	Joseph's	
family	is	struggling.	It	may	seem	that	Joseph's	brothers	are	simply	going	to	
Egypt	to	buy	food	and	survive,	but	God	is	orchestrating	the	reunion	of	Joseph	
and	his	family.			
	
Upon	his	brothers'	arrival,	Joseph	realizes	his	dream	from	Genesis	37	has	come	
to	fruition.	He	then	begins	to	manipulate	the	situation	because	his	brothers	are	
unable	to	recognize	him.	This	chapter	is	odd	because	of	the	deception	that	
Joseph	uses	and	because	at	this	point	in	the	story	we	do	not	know	Joseph's	



motives	for	acting	this	way.	This	is	great	story	telling!	The	author	of	Genesis	
and	God	himself	are	leaving	us	to	wonder	how	Joseph	will	deal	with	those	who	
caused	him	so	much	pain	and	suffering.	Each	hardship	he	faced	began	with	his	
brothers’	decision	to	sell	him	into	slavery.	Will	he	get	even	with	his	wicked	
brothers	or	show	them	mercy?	This	chapter	draws	us	in	to	the	bigger	story	of	
the	Bible.	What	is	God	doing	with	this	elect	family	(of	Abraham,	Isaac,	and	
Jacob)?	How	will	they	handle	this	betrayal?	What	will	happen	to	God's	plan?	
	
This	story	reminds	us	that	every	moment	in	our	lives	is	part	of	a	bigger	story.	
While	we	don't	yet	know	how	Joseph's	story	is	resolved,	we’ll	see	that	God’s	
going	to	bring	about	redemption	and	reconciliation.	Do	you	realize	that	God	is	
telling	a	bigger	story,	and	your	life	is	a	part	of	that?	He	has	purpose	in	the	big	
dramatic	moment	as	well	as	more	mundane	moments.	Think	about	how	God	
has	developed	your	story.	Don't	just	think	about	the	big	moments	or	the	plot	
twists.	Reflect	on	how	He	has	used	seasons	of	your	life	to	contribute	to	the	big	
moments.	As	you	look	back	on	how	God	has	acted	in	your	life,	it	will	help	you	
gain	a	perspective	about	what	He	is	doing	in	the	here	and	now.	Trust	that	
every	moment	has	purpose,	and	that	God	is	using	you	in	His	story.	
	
September	9:	Genesis	43	
“I	will	be	a	pledge	of	his	safety.	From	my	hand	you	shall	require	him.”		
Genesis	43:9	
	
It’s	often	difficult	for	modern-western	eyes	to	see	all	the	things	happening	in	
Scripture’s	story.	There	is	amazing	significance	in	the	way	the	story	of	Jacob’s	
sons	unfolds	that	we	would	never	know	because	of	the	culture	gap	between	us	
and	them.	One	of	the	beautiful	aspects	of	this	story	that	we	overlook	is	in	
Judah’s	promise	to	protect	Benjamin.	
	
Jacob’s	oldest	son,	Reuben,	ought	to	be	the	one	who	makes	this	kind	of	speech.	
As	the	oldest,	culture	dictated	that	he	would	carry	the	burden	of	the	family	
after	his	father	died.	He	commanded	great	respect	because	of	his	
responsibility,	but	he	must	take	his	responsibility	seriously.	In	chapter	37	we	
saw	how	he	handled	his	responsibility.	He	may	have	saved	Joseph’s	life	from	
the	brothers	that	would	kill	him,	but	he	also	oversaw	their	jealousy	and	rage	
growing	into	the	passion	to	sell	him	into	slavery.	That	is	Reuben’s	legacy.	
	
Judah,	on	the	other	hand,	demonstrates	the	kind	of	love	that	is	expected	from	



the	eldest	son.	He	knows	the	danger	ahead	and	promises	his	own	life	in	return	
for	the	youngest	son,	Benjamin’s.	This	wasn’t	written	deliberately	as	a	
foreshadowing	of	the	way	Jesus	would	lay	down	his	life	for	us,	but	it	is	not	
coincidence	that	Jesus	is	descended	from	the	line	of	Judah	and	not	Reuben.	
Judah	demonstrates	Christ-like	love,	and	he	is	blessed	because	of	it.	
	
This	kind	of	connection	has	a	beauty	that	stands	on	its	own,	but	beauty	is	not	
necessarily	something	I	will	change	my	life	for.	So	what	is	the	value	of	
understanding	this	kind	of	interplay	in	the	grand	narrative	of	Scripture?	We	
see	in	these	small	instances	the	hand	of	God	working	together	to	demonstrate	
his	love	for	us.	When	we	see	these	details	play	out	through	history,	we	can	
trust	that	our	own	stories	are	being	worked	for	our	own	salvation	and	that	of	
others.	The	Lord	intends	to	work	in	and	through	you	if	you	will	surrender	your	
life.	Can	you	commit	to	him	anew	today?	
	
September	10:	Genesis	44	
“Then…”	Genesis	44:1	
	
This	reading	plan	has	been	a	great	project	for	our	church.	We’re	growing	as	a	
community	of	disciples	every	day,	but	there’s	a	danger	in	this	kind	of	reading	
that	is	worth	spending	a	day	considering,	and	Genesis	44	presents	a	great	time	
to	do	it.		
	
Often	when	we	do	daily	devotions,	a	quiet	time,	or	whatever	you	call	it,	you	
might	read	one	chapter	or	a	few	verses.	Then	you	might	then	take	what	you’ve	
read	and	try	to	apply	some	principle	you’ve	derived	from	this	section	to	your	
life.	This	can	be	a	good	or	a	bad	practice.	It’s	good	to	apply	biblical	principles	to	
our	lives,	but	sometimes	we	forget	that	the	Bible	was	written	for	us	but	not	to	
us.	What	I	mean	by	that	is	this:	all	of	the	Bible	was	written	for	our	benefit,	but	
it	was	initially	written	as	the	history	of	the	Israelite	nation,	and	letters	to	
specific	churches	with	specific	problems,	and	it	was	written	by	individuals	
with	particular	purposes	in	what	they	wrote.	If	we	take	what	we	read	without	
considering	its	original	context,	we	can	get	something	out	of	it	that	is	not	God-
intended.	
	
Genesis	44	is	God’s	word.	It	is	written	that	we	might	know	more	about	who	he	
is	and	what	he	intends	for	us.	But	by-and-large	this	chapter	is	just	the	
continuation	of	a	story.	It	picks	up	where	43	leaves	off	and	sets	up	45.	There	



just	isn’t	much	spiritual	depth	here.	So	are	we	wasting	our	time	reading	it?	No!	
We	must	know	this	history	because	it’s	our	history!		
	
So	what	do	we	walk	away	with	today?	How	about	gratefulness	that	God	
provides	this	word	for	us?	How	about	contentment	simply	with	understanding	
more	about	the	story	of	Joseph?	Don’t	come	to	the	Bible	and	expect	that	every	
day	you	will	read	something	so	profound	that	your	life	will	be	radically	
transformed	again	and	again.	Take	the	Bible	as	what	it	offers.	Some	days	are	
profound.	Some	days	are	just	story.	Don’t	add	to	or	take	away	from	it.	Take	
only	what	God	offers.	
	
September	11:	Genesis	45	
“Joseph	said	to	his	brothers,	“I	am	Joseph!	Is	my	father	still	alive?”	But	his	
brothers	could	not	answer	him,	for	they	were	dismayed	at	his	presence.”		
Genesis	45:3	
	
Think	back	to	a	time	when	you	were	caught	in	sin.	Think	back	to	a	time	when	
you	were	called	out	for	your	selfishness,	the	times	you	failed	to	love	the	people	
closest	to	you.	That	feeling	is	something	we’ve	all	known	from	time	to	time;	the	
desire	to	hide	in	a	dark	corner,	to	be	alone	because	of	the	pain	of	shame.	Maybe	
it’s	something	you	feel	a	lot.	Many	people	struggle	with	shame.	They	look	in	
their	heart	and	hate	what	they	see,	and	they	expect	the	same	would	be	true	of	
others	if	someone	else	got	a	look	inside.	That	is	what	Joseph’s	brothers	felt	
when	he	revealed	himself	to	them.		
	
One	of	the	worst	things	they	had	ever	done	was	suddenly	and	unexpectedly	
brought	to	into	the	light.	There	was	shock	and	disbelief.	They	were	confronted	
with	the	brother	they’d	hated	and	sold	into	slavery.	And	now	he	was	
practically	the	king	of	Egypt!	If	they	received	his	hatred,	that	would	be	the	least	
of	their	worries.	I’m	sure	visions	of	prison	or	starvation	flashed	through	their	
heads.	And	the	guilt	that	had	probably	been	simmering	in	their	hearts	for	years	
was	brought	to	a	boil.	
	
But	Joseph	responds	with	love	and	forgiveness.	Here	he	is	an	image	of	the	
Christ	yet	to	come.	He	was	hated	and	abused	by	his	family.	But	because	he	
remained	faithful	to	the	Lord	through	it,	he	was	blessed.	Now	he	has	the	
opportunity	to	shower	the	overflow	of	his	blessing	onto	those	who	had	
betrayed	him.	In	this	moment	we	see	the	grace	we	all	long	for	from	those	



around	us.	We	see	a	shining	example	of	God’s	redemptive	love.	Perhaps	you	
have	been	holding	back	on	confession	because	of	shame;	it’s	time	to	open	up	
that	you	might	receive	this	kind	of	grace!	Perhaps	you	are	withholding	grace	
from	your	brother	or	sister;	it’s	time	for	the	glory	of	God	to	shine	through	your	
life.	See	the	shift	from	verse	3	to	verse	15?	That’s	what	God	wants	to	see	in	
your	life.	Trust	and	obey	his	call.	
	
September	12:	Genesis	46	
“I	am	God,	the	God	of	your	father.	Do	not	be	afraid	to	go	down	to	Egypt,	for	there	
I	will	make	you	a	great	nation.	I	myself	will	go	down	with	you	to	Egypt,	and	I	will	
also	bring	you	up	again.”	Genesis	46:3-4	
	
Hopefully	when	you	read	this	chapter	you	it	draws	your	mind	to	the	book	of	
Exodus.	These	last	few	chapters	of	Genesis	all	point	forward	to	what	is	coming.	
Some	of	it	points	forward	to	the	immediate	future,	some	of	it	points	forward	all	
the	way	to	Jesus.	Moses	is	not	tying	things	up	this	way	on	accident.	The	Bible	
does	that	for	us	on	purpose.	Each	book	is	tied	to	the	rest.	
	
Because	of	that	we	can	look	at	the	details	laid	out	here	with	more	interest	than	
we	would	without	them.	A	genealogy	can	be	very	boring	reading,	but	consider	
what	this	information	means	in	its	context,	right	before	the	story	continues	in	
Exodus.	We	read	in	this	chapter	that	Israel	and	his	family	number	about	70	
when	they	leave	Canaan	to	settle	in	the	land	of	Goshen	in	Egypt.	Now	flip	over	
to	read	the	first	9	verses	of	Exodus.	The	people	of	Israel	have	now	become	so	
numerous	that	Pharaoh	is	worried	they	will	overtake	his	land!		
	
This	kind	of	detail	shows	us	what	God’s	election	looks	like.	This	family	was	
chosen	out	of	all	the	world	to	be	blessed,	and	to	bear	his	image	to	the	nations.	
Israel	becomes	more	glorious	so	that	the	Lord	might	be	shown	as	glorious.	But	
then	Israel	is	enslaved	in	Egypt!	Has	the	Lord’s	plan	been	temporarily	
thwarted	by	man?	No.	When	he	brings	them	out	of	Egypt,	his	power	is	clearly	
shown	to	be	far	greater	than	man’s.	Israel	was	chosen	as	the	stage	on	which	
the	battle	between	God’s	glory	and	man’s	would	play	out.	Now,	as	the	ones	
who	carry	one	Israel’s	task	as	a	kingdom	of	priests,	we	are	that	stage.	That’s	
why	we	carry	one	through	persecution.	That’s	why	we	see	God	bless	us.	In	
good	and	bad,	God’s	glory	is	magnified	to	the	unbelieving	world	through	us.	
	
	



September	13:	Genesis	47	
“Your	servants	are	shepherds,	as	our	fathers	were.”	Genesis	47:3	
	
In	chapter	46	Joseph	coached	his	family	on	how	to	make	a	good	impression	
with	Pharaoh.	Interestingly	he	warned	them	to	make	sure	Pharaoh	knows	of	
their	lowly	station	as	shepherds.	When	we	think	about	immigration	today,	it’s	
common	knowledge	that	what	your	country	most	wants	to	import	is	people	
who	can	fend	for	themselves	and	bring	extra	value	to	the	communities	they	
would	inhabit.	We	look	for	scholars,	entrepreneurs,	established	business	
people.	Joseph	is	essentially	telling	his	family	to	report	themselves	as	fry	cooks.		
	
And	we	see	in	47	that	they	go	that	route.	Why	does	it	work?	Is	the	concept	of	
immigration	that	we	have	on	its	head	compared	to	how	it	was	back	then?	Yes	
and	no.	It’s	not	because,	in	normal	circumstances,	Pharaoh	wants	to	add	value	
to	his	country.	But	these	are	not	typical	circumstances.	Egypt	is	in	chaos.	
Everyone	is	selling	all	they	have	and	putting	themselves	into	slavery	because	
of	famine.	Pharaoh,	as	an	individual,	is	gaining	incredible	wealth	and	influence.	
In	other	historical	circumstances	where	that	has	happened	(think	of	the	
French	Revolution,	Communist	Revolution	in	Russia,	Communist	Revolution	in	
China,	ascent	of	Hitler	in	pre-war	Germany)	the	ruling	power	is	overthrown	by	
the	common	people	and	replaced	with	another	authority.	Joseph	wants	to	
make	sure	Pharaoh	sees	that	his	family	is	no	political	threat.	They’re	not	
looking	to	gain	wealth	or	influence,	only	the	ability	to	continue	living!	
	
It	would	be	foolish	to	say	that	this	passage	alone	defines	how	we	ought	to	act	
in	civil	society,	but	paired	with	what	else	we	can	find	in	Scripture,	there	is	a	
lesson	to	be	learned	here.	When	Jesus	came	to	earth,	his	disciples	assumed	he	
was	like	all	other	‘messiahs’	that	had	come	through.	They	sought	political	and	
military	clout	so	they	could	overthrow	the	evil	Roman	Empire,	but	that’s	not	
what	Jesus	was	here	for.	He	was	concerned	about	the	glory	of	God	being	made	
manifest	among	men.	This	concept	that	political	influence	is	of	low	importance	
to	God’s	people	ought	to	settle	into	our	hearts.	When	God	moves	in	his	people,	
it	isn’t	because	they	become	politically	strong;	it’s	when	they	become	weak	
that	his	power	shines	most	vividly	in	their	lives.	
	
September	14:	Song	of	Solomon	5	
“I	came	to	my	garden,	my	sister,	my	bride,	I	gathered	my	myrrh	with	my	spice,	I	
ate	my	honeycomb	with	my	honey,	I	drank	my	wine	with	my	milk.”	Song	of	



Solomon	5:1	
	
Originally	there	would	have	been	no	separation	by	chapters	here.	The	poetry	
of	4	would	have	continued	seamlessly	into	5.	Go	back	to	verse	9	of	chapter	four	
and	read	to	the	end	of	verse	1	in	chapter	5.	Sounds	like	one	thought,	right?	And	
what	is	this	thought?	The	man	is	consumed	with	the	thought	of	his	wife,	so	she	
invites	him	to	take	his	fill	of	her	body,	and	he	does.	Then	everyone	celebrates!	
	
One	of	the	most	difficult	things	for	us	is	to	pass	on	the	righteous	enjoyment	of	
sex	to	the	next	generation.	This	passage	sings	of	its	pleasures	and	makes	clear	
that	this	couple	fully	partake	in	process,	enjoying	the	whole	journey.	But	when	
we	talk	about	sex	with	young	people	and	unmarried	people,	we	tend	to	
emphasize	the	negatives.	We	talk	about	how	pregnancy	could	ruin	your	life.	
We	brow	beat	and	instill	a	sense	of	shame	around	their	sexual	desires.		
	
Song	of	Solomon	invites	us	to	a	different	way	of	thinking!	It	extolls	the	wonder	
of	sex.	It	makes	it	clear	that	it	is	a	precious	gift	from	God.	It	doesn’t	hide	the	
danger	of	it,	but	danger	is	not	the	primary	message.	Through	this	poetry	it’s	
clear	that	sex	is	a	holy	thing,	designed	for	specific	circumstances.	It’s	scary	to	
consider	this	route	for	talking	about	sex	with	kids.	Isn’t	it	much	more	effective	
to	scare	them?	Perhaps	in	the	short-run,	but	that	ignores	the	long-term	effects.	
How	will	the	next	generation	think	about	sex	once	they’re	married?	Is	it	
possible	that	we	might	scare	them	into	thinking	they	will	never	have	sex	in	a	
righteous	way,	so	they	might	as	well	do	whatever	they	want?	Is	that	already	
what’s	happened	in	our	culture?	
	
This	passage	calls	us	to	trust	in	the	plan	of	the	Lord.	When	you	talk	about	sex	
with	single	people,	young	or	old,	don’t	add	to	the	message	of	God.	All	you	can	
do	through	that	route	is	damage.	Put	your	kids	in	the	hands	of	the	Lord.	Trust	
his	Spirit	to	do	the	work.	
	
September	15:	Matthew	8		
“When	Jesus	heard	this,	he	marveled	and	said	to	those	who	followed	him,	“Truly,	I	
tell	you,	with	no	one	in	Israel	have	I	found	such	faith.”	Matthew	8:10	
	
On	two	occasions,	Jesus	was	amazed	and	they	both	deal	with	faith	-	either	the	
lack	or	abundance	of	faith.		
		



The	Bible	records	that	Jesus	"could	not	do	any	miracles	there	(His	hometown),	
except	lay	his	hands	on	a	few	sick	people	and	heal	them.	He	was	amazed	at	
their	lack	of	faith,"	(Mark	6:5-6).	
		
In	his	hometown	the	people	lacked	faith	and	didn’t	accept	Jesus.	Jesus'	
recognized	their	lack	of	faith	and	chose	not	to	do	many	miracles.	It	wasn't	that	
He	couldn't	do	miracles,	as	though	He	were	prevented	by	their	small	faith.	
Jesus	chose	to	heal	in	proportion	to	it.	
		
In	Matthew	8	Jesus	again	is	amazed	by	faith,	but	this	time	because	of	its	
abundance	in	a	Roman	centurion.	The	centurion	believed	Jesus	could	just	say	
the	word	and	heal,	so	Jesus	healed	in	proportion	to	His	faith.	
		
The	Bible	doesn’t	teach	here	that	He	always	heals	according	to	one's	faith.	
People	of	faith	die	all	the	time	believing	God	can	heal	them.	Were	they	not	
healed	because	of	their	lack	of	faith?	Certainly	not.	God	had	a	different	plan.	
The	sure	thing	here	is	that	when	you	do	have	a	lack	of	faith,	healing	is	
impossible.	There's	a	barrier	that	cannot	be	overcome	on	our	end.	We’re	
taught	to	pray	in	faith	and	trust	the	Lord.	So	if	we	pray	in	faith,	we	have	
removed	the	barrier	that	could	prevent	what	we	want.	On	God's	end,	He	may	
choose	to	heal	or	not	according	to	His	plan,	and	we	have	to	trust	in	Him	to	
know	what	is	best.		
		
Remove	the	barrier	on	your	end.	Pray	in	faith	believing	He	can.	Then	trust	God	
to	do	what	is	best	for	you.	
		
A	child	wants	candy	and	asks	his	father	for	it.	The	father	might	choose	to	give	
it,	or	he	may	not	because	either	he	knows	the	child	may	be	harmed	by	it	
(allergies)	or	that	he	has	planned	to	have	the	child's	favorite	dessert	when	he	
gets	home,	and	he	doesn't	want	it	to	be	spoiled	by	candy	now.	The	father	
knows	what's	best.	
	
September	16:	Matthew	9	
“When	Jesus	saw	their	faith,	he	said	to	the	paralytic,	“Take	heart,	my	son;	your	
sins	are	forgiven.”	Matthew	9:2	
	
Matthew	9	has	four	examples	of	Jesus	healing	of	disease,	death,	or	physical	
ailment.	But	not	only	did	Jesus	heal	their	physical	problems,	Jesus	also	met	



their	spiritual	needs.	Jesus	saw	their	faith	and	then	healed	them	both	
physically	and	spiritually.	Jesus	sees	the	sin	in	our	hearts.	We	must	have	faith	
that	He	is	able	to	cleanse	our	hearts	of	sin	and	forgive	us	for	them.	In	verses	
28-29	he	says,	“Do	you	believe	that	I	am	able	to	do	this,”	and,	“According	to	
your	faith	let	it	be	to	you.”	So	it	is	for	us.	If	we	believe,	he	will	work	in	us.	God	
does	this	because	he	has	compassion	for	people.	He	sent	His	son	to	be	our	good	
shepherd.	Jesus	came	to	show	us	the	correct	way.	Matthew	22:	37-40	spells	it	
out	for	us;	“Jesus	said	to	him,	“You	shall	love	the	Lord	your	God	with	all	your	
heart,	with	all	your	soul,	and	with	all	your	mind.	This	is	the	first	and	great	
commandment	and	the	second	is	like	it:	You	shall	love	your	neighbor	as	
yourself.	On	these	two	commandments	hang	all	the	Law	and	the	Prophets.”	
When	we	love	God	and	our	neighbor,	we	have	a	healthy,	properly	functioning	
soul,	and	we	can	only	have	this	by	faith	in	Jesus.	He	still	heals	like	he	did	in	
Matthew	9.	Today,	thank	Jesus	for	having	compassion	and	making	the	way	for	
us	to	become	saved.	
	
September	17:	Matthew	10	
“You	will	be	hated	by	all	for	my	name’s	sake.	But	the	one	who	endures	to	the	end	
will	be	saved.”	Matthew	10:22	
	
In	today’s	world	Jesus	is	very	unpopular,	and	so	are	his	followers.	Why	is	this	
you	ask?	Because	the	truth	of	the	gospel	is	foolish	to	those	who	are	dying	of	
sin;	because	the	truth	of	the	gospel	directly	confronts	their	darkest	sins.	In	
some	countries	it’s	actually	illegal	to	follow	Jesus.	We	should	thank	God	every	
day	that	we	haven’t	faced	this	kind	of	tribulation	in	America,	but	it’s	coming.	
The	anti-Jesus	movement	is	growing	every	day.	We	must	grow	closer	to	the	
cross.	We	must	continue	to	shine	his	light	in	the	world.	What	greater	purpose	
in	life	is	there?	
	
If	following	Jesus	was	declared	illegal	today,	how	long	would	it	take	for	the	
police	to	arrive	at	your	house?	Do	the	people	around	you	know	you’re	a	
Christian?	Swim	against	the	current	of	culture.	Go	against	the	grain.	The	prize	
is	eternal	life	with	Jesus	Christ.	Decide	whom,	this	day,	you	are	going	to	serve.	
	
September	18:	Matthew	11	
“Come	to	me,	all	who	labor	and	are	heavy	laden,	and	I	will	give	you	rest.		Take	my	
yoke	upon	you,	and	learn	from	me,	for	I	am	gentle	and	lowly	in	heart,	and	you	



will	find	rest	for	your	souls.		For	my	yoke	is	easy	and	my	burden	is	light.”		
Matthew	11:28-30		
	
Right	after	Jesus	calls	people	to	repentance,	you	find	these	soothing	words	
about	coming	to	Jesus	and	finding	the	needed	rest	for	the	weary	soul.	This	was	
a	moment	when	Jesus	was	teaching	and	training	and	leading	His	disciples.		He	
was	sending	them	out,	but	He	was	also	demonstrating	for	them	what	a	call	to	
follow	means.	In	verse	17	he	likens	this	generation	to	children	who	don’t	dance	
when	the	flute	is	played	or	who	mourned	for	you,	yet	there	was	no	repentance.		
Because	of	their	lack	of	repentance,	the	task	was	tough	because	the	wrath	
poured	on	an	unrepentant	sinner	was	heavy	and	harsh.			
	
Just	like	it	is	for	us	today,	Jesus	demonstrated	his	love	and	compassion	to	His	
disciples	in	the	midst	of	a	message	about	judgment	that	would	come	for	those	
who	willingly	choose	not	to	submit	to	His	lordship	in	their	life.	Verse	24	
describes	a	city	where	mighty	works	had	been	done,	but	it	was	only	a	smoke	
screen.	There	was	outward	expression	without	inward	submission,	and	Jesus	
lays	out	the	judgment	that	will	be	faced.			
	
Carrying	the	message	of	the	cross	is	not	an	easy	task.	While	the	message	and	
the	mission	remains	the	same,	the	culture	and	society	may	not	always	respond	
in	Christ-like	obedience.	Many	preachers	have	been	faithful	to	the	task	of	
preaching	in	a	land	with	very	little	evidence	of	repentant	fruit.	Jesus’	message	
is	a	reminder	to	those	who	carry	the	banner	of	Christ.	You	may	get	tired	and	
weary.	Your	burdens	may	become	heavy	and	hard,	but	Jesus	is	there	to	carry	
the	load,	and	he	asks	us	to	let	Him	bear	the	burden.				
	
It’s	a	reminder	that	our	responsibility	is	not	to	save	anyone.	We	are	called	to	be	
faithful	and	to	be	obedient…period.	When	we	feel	its	too	heavy	to	bear,	we	
must	remember	that	his	shoulders	are	big	and	strong.	He	desires	for	us	to	rest	
in	Him.	We	are	called	to	please	an	audience	of	one…the	Lord	Jesus	Christ.	
	
September	19:	Matthew	12	
“If	you	had	known	what	this	means,	‘I	desire	mercy,	and	not	sacrifice,’	you	would	
not	have	condemned	the	guiltless.”	Matthew	12:7	
	
Jesus’	perspective	on	the	law	is	very	hard	for	us	to	understand.	We	usually	
think	about	it	the	way	the	Pharisees	did.	We	want	to	know	who’s	in	and	who’s	



out	of	Jesus’	Kingdom.	The	commands	of	the	Lord	are	the	measuring	stick	by	
which	we	compare	ourselves.	But	what	about	these	examples	Jesus	gives	of	
people	breaking	the	law	who	he	calls	“guiltless”?		
	
Jesus	took	the	law	seriously.	He	wanted	every	jot	and	tittle	to	be	upheld,	but	at	
the	center	of	every	law	is	not	the	desire	to	make	sure	people	measure	up.	Jesus	
said	the	greatest	commandment	is	to	love	God	and	our	neighbors.	“On	these	
two	commandments	depend	all	the	Law	and	the	Prophets,”	(Matthew	22:40).	
Everything	that	Scripture	teaches	us	aims	at	loving	God	and	each	other.	When	
our	focus	shifts	to	who’s	in	or	out,	we	have	lost	the	focus	of	love.	We	no	longer	
obey	because	we	love	the	Father.	We	obey	so	we	can	hold	it	over	him!	‘You	owe	
me	Heaven,	God.	I	kept	all	your	commands!’	Our	perspective	is	equally	skewed	
concerning	one	another.	We	no	longer	primarily	seek	to	love	others	regardless	
of	their	actions.	We	become	like	children,	ready	to	call	out	the	one	who	broke	
the	rules.	We	hope	he	knows	they	haven’t	really	earned	what	we	have.	We	
assure	ourselves	he	punishes	them.	
	
When	we	think	like	that	we	miss	the	whole	point.	Consider	the	Sermon	on	the	
Mount.	Jesus	ratchets	up	the	expectations	for	every	law	in	the	Torah,	but	it’s	
not	so	that	we	have	to	try	harder.	He	wants	us	to	see	that	the	focus	is	the	love	
in	our	hearts.	Perfect	love	is	the	standard.	Apparently	there	are	times	when	we	
will	“break	the	rules”	for	the	sake	of	love,	but	we	will	be	guiltless	in	the	eyes	of	
the	Father	because	of	love.	‘How	do	you	know	when	those	circumstances	are?		
I	don’t	want	to	break	the	rules	frivolously!’	Wrong	focus.	Love	God.	Love	your	
neighbor.	You	will	never	step	out	of	grace	when	you	do	those	two	things.	
	
September	20:	Song	of	Solomon	6	
“There	are	sixty	queens	and	eighty	concubines,	and	virgins	without	number.	My	
dove,	my	perfect	one,	is	the	only	one.”	Song	of	Solomon	6:8-9	
	
How	do	you	value	your	spouse?	Where	do	they	rank	in	your	list	of	priorities?	I	
think	we	would	all	say	they	rank	very	highly.	When	they	don’t,	the	relationship	
usually	devolves	to	divorce.		
	
In	this	passage	the	man	clearly	values	his	wife	highly.	She	is	valued	above	any	
other	woman	that	is	available	to	him.	That’s	very	important,	and	there	are	far	
too	many	believers	who	need	to	reevaluate	their	lover’s	competition.	
Christians	are	just	as	guilty	when	it	comes	to	infidelity	as	the	rest	of	the	world.	



But	how	else	might	we	dishonor	the	value	of	our	spouse?	What	other	things	do	
we	value	above	them?	I	can	speak	best	on	behalf	of	men,	but	I	would	guess	that	
the	list	is	similar	for	women.	
	
Some	will	put	their	job	ahead	of	their	spouse.	If	you	find	your	value	or	your	
identity	in	your	job,	then	it	will	come	before	your	spouse.	Some	put	their	
reputation	before	their	spouse.	This	is	easiest	to	detect	in	your	heart	when	
your	spouse	“puts	a	mark”	on	your	reputation.	Or	maybe	you	will	work,	talk,	
and	act	a	certain	way	to	keep	your	appearances	in	spite	of	how	it	affects	your	
spouse.	A	sneaky	one	is	family.	Some	folks	miss	out	entirely	on	the	idea	of	
leaving	and	cleaving.	The	thing	that	every	single	person	puts	before	their	
spouse	is	self.	Naturally	I	am	most	important	to	me,	so	I	will	do	what	makes	me	
happy,	what	benefits	me,	what	advances	my	cause.	And	this	is	the	place	where	
we	do	the	most	damage	to	our	spouse.	
	
We’ll	never	be	completely	be	rid	of	these	evils	in	our	hearts	before	we	die,	so	
singles	shouldn’t	be	warned	to	wait	until	they	get	all	this	ironed	out	before	
marriage.	But	this	is	the	chief	question	when	considering	marriage.	This	is	the	
chief	question	we	must	come	back	to	year	after	year.	Do	I	value	my	spouse	
rightly?	He/she	is	second	only	to	the	Lord	in	my	heart.	If	that’s	not	true	of	you,	
repent	before	God	and	your	spouse,	and	find	healing.		
	
September	21:	Joshua	1	
“This	Book	of	the	Law	shall	not	depart	from	your	mouth,	but	you	shall	meditate	
on	it	day	and	night,	so	that	you	may	be	careful	to	do	according	to	all	that	is	
written	in	it.	For	then	you	will	make	your	way	prosperous,	and	then	you	will	have	
good	success.”	Joshua	1:8	
	
After	the	death	of	Moses,	Joshua	is	passed	the	baton	of	crossing	the	Jordan	and	
claiming	the	land	God	promised	to	the	Israelites	years	before.	With	the	
resounding	‘be	strong	and	courageous’	exhortation	throughout	the	chapter,	
Joshua	is	given	precise	instruction	on	how	to	accomplish	God’s	mission.	You	
see	in	this	chapter	God’s	promise,	and	Moses’	instruction	is	revisited.	And	then	
you	move	on	to	verse	8,	where	Joshua	is	challenged	to	have	a	steady	diet	of	
God’s	Word	on	a	daily	basis.			
	



Joshua	was	given	instruction	to	stay	true	to	the	Word	of	God.	Those	were	to	be	
the	words	that	proceeded	from	his	lips.	The	instruction	was	specific,	day	and	
night.	So	all	day	and	all	night	he	was	to	meditate	on	God’s	Word.			
	
The	same	is	to	be	true	of	us.	From	the	moment	our	feet	hit	the	floor	in	the	
morning	until	we	lay	down	at	night,	God’s	word	is	to	be	on	the	tip	of	our	
tongue.	God’s	promise	included	prosperity	and	good	success.	Both	of	those	
things	can	be	misunderstood	in	light	of	God’s	sovereignty.	If	you	follow	
Joshua’s	journey	through	the	Promised	Land,	you’ll	discover	there	was	bumps	
in	the	road	and	difficult	days.	Prosperity	and	good	success	that	the	Lord	
promises	Joshua	must	be	seen	through	the	lens	of	God’s	divine	nature.				
	
Are	you	looking	at	prosperity	and	success	through	God’s	eyes?	This	doesn’t	
mean	things	turn	out	the	way	we	think	they	should.	It	does	mean	that	we	trust	
in	a	God	who	is	with	us	and	who	is	teaching	us	all	along	life’s	journey.	And	His	
eyes	are	on	a	greater	picture	that	we	can’t	understand	or	comprehend.	Our	
responsibility	is	to	be	obedient.	We	must	stay	obedient	to	His	word	and	His	
promise	as	we	walk	through	life’s	journey.	Trust	in	him	today.	
	
September	22:	Joshua	2	
“And	they	said	to	Joshua,	“Truly	the	LORD	has	given	all	the	land	into	our	hands.	
And	also,	all	the	inhabitants	of	the	land	melt	away	because	of	us.”	Joshua	2:24	
	
Chapter	2	of	Joshua	speaks	of	two	men	being	sent	out	to	spy	out	Jericho.	The	
report	returned	to	Joshua	that	the	people	had	heard	of	God’s	favor	with	the	
Israelites	and	were	afraid.	This	was	a	sign	that	God	had	gone	before	them,	and	
this	mighty	task	of	conquering	Jericho	was	possible	with	the	Lord.			
	
In	the	midst	of	their	spying	out	the	land	and	then	returning	with	a	report	was	a	
strange	situation.	God	had	prepared	a	harlot	named	Rahab	to	be	the	
instrument	that	funneled	information	to	the	spies.	Not	only	did	she	become	
God’s	instrument,	but	God	favored	her	and	promised	to	spare	her	life	as	well	as	
the	life	of	her	family.				
	
Each	of	us	would	agree	that	this	doesn’t	make	sense.	Why	would	God	use	and	
find	favor	in	someone	who	is	openly	involved	in	a	sinful	practice?	Because	of	
Rahab’s	words	to	the	spies,	it	was	obvious	that	she	was	recognizing	that	God’s	
hand	was	at	work.	She	was	drawn	to	it,	and	God,	in	his	Sovereignty,	chose	to	



use	a	harlot	as	his	instrument.	The	affairs	of	the	world	flow	through	the	fingers	
of	a	sovereign	and	holy	God	to	the	point	that	he	can	even	use	the	wickedness	of	
this	world	to	bring	about	a	greater	plan.				
	
What	does	this	mean	for	us?	It	is	simply	to	say	that	no	one	is	beyond	God’s	
reach	and	incapable	of	obtaining	salvation.	As	we’ll	see	a	little	later	in	the	book,	
God	is	true	to	His	promise	to	Rahab.	Did	she	deserve	saving?	No.	But,	
truthfully,	is	anyone	deserving	of	salvation?	No.	For	all	have	sinned	and	fallen	
short	of	the	glory	of	God.	His	love	reaches	from	the	uttermost	to	the	
guttermost!	
	
September	23:	Joshua	3		
“Then	Joshua	said	to	the	people,	“Consecrate	yourselves,	for	tomorrow	the	LORD	
will	do	wonders	among	you.”	Joshua	3:5	
	
Chapter	3	of	Joshua	deals	with	the	Israelites	crossing	through	the	Jordan	River	
by	way	of	dry	ground.	The	amazing	miracle	of	how	God	parted	the	river	and	
they	entered	the	Promised	Land	is	one	of	the	spiritual	markers	of	promise	in	
the	Old	Testament.			
	
Joshua	gave	some	specific	instructions	on	how	the	Ark	of	the	Covenant	was	to	
be	carried	and	the	distance	between	them	and	the	ark	was	explained.	Joshua’s	
instructions	to	the	people	before	they	encountered	such	a	mighty	work	of	God	
were	to	‘sanctify’	or	‘consecrate’	themselves.	This	word	is	simply	a	‘purifying’	
word.	It	means	to	spend	time	dealing	with	your	heart.	Search	your	heart,	and	
be	sure	that	it	is	pure	and	clean	from	sin.			
	
As	believers	in	Jesus	Christ,	this	marks	an	important	task	that	we	must	
encounter	on	daily	basis.	As	we	look	for	God	to	part	the	waters	for	us	and	do	
things	that	we	can’t	do	on	our	own,	it	is	important	that	we	recognize	what	it	
means	to	stand	before	the	Lord	with	a	pure	heart	and	with	clean	hands.	I	
wonder	how	many	times	God	desires	to	use	us	in	a	specific	situation,	and	we	
simply	are	not	ready	because	we	have	allowed	sin	to	linger	and	rob	us	of	the	
blessings	God	has	in	store	for	us.	The	word	‘sanctify’	also	means	to	be	‘set	
apart.’	Our	lives	are	to	be	set	apart	for	God’s	exclusive	use.	Pray	today	that	your	
life	would	be	set	apart	and	purified	so	God	can	use	you	in	a	mighty	way	to	
accomplish	His	purpose	through	you.	
	



September	24:	Joshua	4	
“So	that	all	the	peoples	of	the	earth	may	know	that	the	hand	of	the	LORD	is	
mighty,	that	you	may	fear	the	LORD	your	God	forever.”	Joshua	4:24	
	
Chapter	4	of	Joshua	deals	with	the	idea	of	building	an	altar	to	remember	the	
promise	of	God.	The	Israelites	were	instructed	to	grab	12	men	representing	the	
12	tribes.	As	they	crossed	the	Jordan	they	were	to	pick	up	a	heavy	stone	out	of	
the	dry	river.	Once	they	crossed	over	the	river	they	were	to	set	the	stones	up	in	
Gilgal.			
	
The	purpose	of	these	stones	were	to	memorialize	this	event	so	that	every	time	
an	Israelite	saw	it,	they	would	be	reminded	of	God’s	gracious	miracle	and	
promise	to	them.	These	stones	were	reminders	of	this	special	day	when	God	
led	them	in	this	unique	journey.				
Why	is	this	important?		It	served	as	a	memorial	and	reminder	to	the	children	of	
Israel.	Many	years	down	the	road,	there	would	be	a	generation	come	through	
that	would	not	have	first-hand	experience	of	this	moment.				
	
This	is	an	important	concept	that	must	not	be	overlooked	even	in	today’s	
church.	Our	children	and	their	children	need	to	be	made	aware	of	the	spiritual	
markers	that	define	their	heritage.	What	are	the	spiritual	markers	in	your	life	
journey?	Have	you	shared	them	with	your	children?	Can	you	recall	times	when	
God	led	you	across	your	situations	that	seemed	impossible	if	looked	at	through	
human	eyes?	Sharing	stories	and	testimonies	of	God’s	goodness	and	greatness	
can	be	some	of	the	greatest	tools	we	use	to	shepherd	the	heart	of	a	younger	
generation.	We	must	be	intentional	about	finding	ways	of	passing	them	on.		
	
Try	this	week	to	think	of	ways	you	can	pass	your	story	on.	Write	down	your	
testimony	so	others	can	read	it	later.	Put	your	testimony	somewhere	that	
others	can	read	it	and	know	your	life	story.	Many	people	use	pictures	or	other	
items	to	memorialize	significant	occasions.	The	point	is	that	God’s	desire	was	
that	this	moment	of	history	not	be	forgotten.	It	was	a	reminder	of	God’s	mighty	
hand!	
	
September	25:	Song	of	Solomon	7	
“How	beautiful	and	pleasant	you	are,	O	Loved	one,	with	all	your	delights!”		
Song	of	Solomon	7:6	
	



Lust	is	a	tricky	word.	Most	often	we	think	of	it	as	misplaced	sexual	desire,	but	
that’s	not	the	only	place	it’s	used.	Really	the	word	describes	any	strong	desire.	
Jesus	uses	the	same	Greek	word	in	Matthew	5:28	to	talk	about	the	sin	of	lusting	
after	a	woman	that	he	uses	to	describe	his	own	desire	to	share	the	Passover	
with	his	disciples	just	before	his	death	in	Luke	22:15.	In	Philippians	1:23	Paul	
describes	his	lust	to	die	and	be	with	Christ.	This	same	word	is	used	to	describe	
sinful	passions	and	godly	passions,	and	that	can	create	confusion.	
	
This	chapter	is	all	about	lust.	There	can	be	no	confusion	about	what	the	man	
wants.	He’s	pretty	explicit	about	it.	He	dresses	it	up	in	poetry	some,	but	as	is	to	
be	expected,	it	seems	like	he’s	running	out	of	patience	with	this	part	of	the	
game!	He	lusts	after	his	wife’s	body.	But	is	he	sinning	because	of	his	lust?	The	
context	of	this	book	says	he’s	not.	His	desire	aligns	with	God’s	will.	He	wants	to	
be	physically	united	with	his	wife,	and	his	wife	responds	in	kind.	This	is	how	it	
has	been	designed	by	God	to	work.	We	all	want	to	be	desired	by	another.	Wives	
want	their	man	to	thirst	for	their	body.	It’s	affirming!	Husbands	want	their	
wives	to	lust	after	them.	It’s	affirming!	
	
Lust	can	be	an	incredible	blessing.	In	the	context	of	marriage,	God	designed	it	
to	draw	two	people	into	one	flesh,	metaphorically	and	literally.	There	certainly	
is	a	place	where	lust	is	unwelcome.	When	passionate	desires	drive	God’s	
people	outside	the	bounds	of	marriage,	they	lead	only	to	pain	and	rejection.	
But	we	can’t	let	that	context	water	down	the	blessing	that	is	intended	within	
marriage!	Marriage	is	a	place	where	this	passion	ought	to	run	unrestrained.	
The	lust	for	your	spouse	is	supposed	to	overwhelm	you	with	pleasure!	That’s	
the	grace	of	God!	When	sex	is	kept	within	those	bounds,	there	never	needs	to	
be	a	second	of	hesitation	or	reproach.	Enjoy	the	good	gifts	of	God!	
	
September	26:	Haggai	1	
“You	looked	for	much,	and	behold,	it	came	to	little.	And	when	you	brought	it	
home,	I	blew	it	away.	Why?	declares	the	LORD	of	hosts.	Because	of	my	house	that	
lies	in	ruins,	while	each	of	you	busies	himself	with	his	own	house.”	Haggai	1:9	
	
The	book	of	Haggai	takes	place	after	a	remnant	of	people	have	returned	to	
Jerusalem	from	exile.	After	Solomon,	the	kingdom	of	Israel	split	in	two	and	had	
a	series	of	awful	kings.	They	rejected	the	commands	of	the	Lord	and	were	
subsequently	conquered	and	carried	out	of	the	Promised	Land.	Now,	those	
nations	themselves	have	been	conquered	by	Persia,	and	God’s	people	are	



returning	home,	but	their	home	is	in	ruins.	Everything	was	destroyed	when	
they	were	conquered,	and	not	much	has	been	restored	in	the	years	since.		
	
The	people	immediately	tend	to	their	needs.	They	build	houses	for	themselves	
and	restore	fields	for	planting,	but	they	do	not	rebuild	the	Temple	of	Yahweh.	
There	is	an	argument	to	be	made	for	this	order	of	operations.	People	who	have	
no	homes	or	fields	also	usually	have	no	wealth	or	resources	to	give	to	build	a	
grand	house	for	the	Lord.	So	the	Israelites	have	postponed	the	groundbreaking	
ceremony.	This	seems	logical!	This	is	defensible!	What	is	God	upset	about?	
	
This	is	bad	priorities	in	action.	What	brought	about	the	exile	in	the	first	place?	
The	Israelites	neglected	the	worship	of	the	Lord.	And	now,	instead	of	seeking	
the	most	valuable	thing	they	have,	a	strong	relationship	of	dependence	on	him,	
they	are	seeking	to	build	up	themselves	first.	Assuming	their	best	intentions,	
they	are	building	up	their	wealth	so	they	can	honor	God	in	a	way	they	think	he	
deserves.	But	the	reality	even	of	that	way	of	thinking	is	that	they	are	setting	
their	own	standards	for	God.	‘God	is	only	honored	when	we	can	give	big.	God	
will	only	except	the	perfect	offering,	one	that	is	extravagant	and	well	crafted.’	
God	wants	his	people	back	first	and	foremost.	He	provided	everything	they	
needed	when	they	came	out	of	Egypt.	Why	would	he	not	be	able	to	do	that	
now?	The	people	didn’t	want	that	kind	of	living.	They	wanted	to	define	their	
lives	for	themselves,	and	then	allow	God	in	on	their	terms.	Does	that	sound	
familiar?	It	should.	
	
September	27:	Haggai	2	
“Who	is	left	among	you	who	saw	this	house	in	its	former	glory?	How	do	you	see	it	
now?	Is	it	not	as	nothing	in	your	eyes?	Yet	now	be	strong,”	Haggai	2:3-4	
	
When	the	people	began	to	work	on	the	Temple,	they	still	didn’t	have	a	lot	of	
resources	to	make	it	grand.	The	Temple	they	built	was	probably	little	more	
than	a	shack.	Those	who	had	been	in	Jerusalem	before	the	exile	would	see	it	
and	be	ashamed.	It	was	no	longer	a	symbol	of	the	strength	of	Israel	and	their	
God.	It	was	a	symbol	of	how	far	they	had	fallen	from	grace.	But	the	Lord’s	
message	was	not	one	of	disapproval	and	disgust.	He	encourages	them	to	be	
strong,	continuing	to	serve	him.	He	was	pleased	with	their	obedience!	
	
There	are	many	things	in	our	life	that	would	discourage	us	from	continuing	in	
obedience.	If	you	have	a	good	habit	of	daily	Bible	study,	but	you	miss	a	few	



days,	it	can	make	you	feel	guilty.	You	don’t	want	to	start	again	because	it	is	
some	sort	of	acknowledgment	of	how	long	you	have	failed	to	do	it.	Addicts	face	
this	a	lot.	Falling	of	the	wagon	brings	shame.	Whatever	our	sinful	behavior	is,	
all	of	us	have	made	promises	to	God	and	ourselves	that	we	would	never	go	that	
route	again,	but	of	course	we	fail.	
	
The	Lord	is	not	shocked	when	we	are	faithless.	He	has	seen	that	flaw	in	every	
single	person	that	has	come	before	you.	You	are	not	special	in	your	love	affair	
with	sin!	The	Lord’s	grace	is	poured	out	on	those	who	persist	in	chasing	after	
him.	Those	who	are	‘perfect’	don’t	need	grace,	but	the	Lord	loves	to	pour	out	
grace	on	us!	The	next	time	you	fail	again	and	again,	be	strong.	Run	back	to	the	
Lord.	He’s	the	only	one	who	can	clean	you	up	and	set	you	on	the	right	path	
again.	You	can’t	do	it	yourself.	He’s	not	expecting	you	to	get	your	act	together	
before	you	seek	him.	He’s	seeking	you.		
	
September	28:	Song	of	Solomon	8	
“Love	is	strong	as	death…Many	waters	cannot	quench	love,	neither	can	floods	
drown	it.”	Song	of	Solomon	8:6-7	
	
The	last	chapter	of	Song	of	Solomon	is	a	fitting	place	for	us	to	be	reminded	of	
the	permanence	of	love.	Love	is	most	abused	when	we	treat	as	something	that	
ebbs	and	flows.	At	the	top	of	the	lists	of	our	abuses	of	love	is	divorce.	When	we	
fail	to	honor	our	commitment	to	love	that	does	not	fail,	we	deny	its	true	nature,	
strong	as	death.	We	claim	love	and	act	otherwise.	But	divorce	is	not	the	only	
abuse	of	love	when	it	comes	to	sex.	
	
We	fail	to	love	rightly	when	we	use	sex	as	a	bargaining	chip	with	our	spouse.	
When	you	withhold	sex	from	your	spouse	as	punishment,	you	break	your	
covenant	of	love.	When	sex	is	demanded	in	spite	of	other	relationship	factors	
that	need	resolution,	our	love	is	broken.	Ultimately	sex	is	about	the	uniting	of	
husband	and	wife.	It	should	be	the	repeated	reminder	of	how	the	two	are	
bound	up	together.	It	is	the	physical	representation	of	the	‘contract’	of	our	
wedding	vows.	Whatever	causes	sex	to	include	division	in	any	sense	is	an	
abuse	of	this	gift	from	God.	
	
But	when	sex	meets	this	purpose,	it	can	shore	up	a	marriage	in	difficult	times.	
It	can	be	a	refuge,	a	time	for	husband	and	wife	to	cling	to	one	another	when	the	
challenges	of	life	rear	their	head.	It	is	comfort	in	the	time	of	hurt.	Through	sex	



we	affirm	the	authority	of	love	over	us;	we	affirm	that	the	Lord’s	love	is	the	
principle	that	guides	our	relationship	to	our	spouse.	In	sex	we	become	priest	to	
our	spouse,	pointing	them	back	to	God,	the	one	whose	love	is	always	perfect.	
	
September	29:	1	John	1	
“God	is	light,	and	in	him	is	no	darkness	at	all.”	1	John	1:5	
	
Nocturnal-	of	or	relating	to	the	night	
Diurnal-	of	or	during	the	day	
	
God,	the	creator	and	designer,	made	things	to	have	different	characteristics.	He	
made	some	things	that	are	more	active	at	night,	such	as	bats	or	fireflies,	and	
some	that	are	more	active	during	the	day.	We	belong	to	this	diurnal	group.	For	
the	most	part,	we	are	active	during	the	day	and	rest	during	the	night.	God	gave	
us	so	many	useful	analogies	to	connect	ideas	in	his	word,	and	our	diurnal	
nature	helps	us	understand	the	scripture	found	in	1	John	1:5-10.	
	
Light	is	used	as	a	metaphor	for	God	throughout	the	Bible.	Psalm	27:1	says,	
“The	Lord	is	my	light	and	my	salvation.”	This	metaphor	is	referenced	multiple	
times	in	God’s	word,	including	1	John	1:5.	We	are	made	to	live	our	lives	
according	to	God’s	word.	We	need	light	to	see	where	to	go	and	to	do	in	this	life.	
His	word	should	be	a	lamp	for	our	feet	and	illuminate	our	path.	We	cannot	see	
in	spiritual	darkness,	and	if	we	live	in	sin,	God’s	will	for	us	isn’t	visible.	
	
We	were	made,	primarily,	to	be	diurnal	in	our	flesh,	but	we	were	also	made	to	
walk	in	light	in	our	spiritual	life.	Our	home	isn’t	of	this	world,	and	though	we	
live	in	it	we	are	not	to	live	like	the	world.	As	children	of	God,	we	are	called	to	
live	according	to	his	word,	according	to	the	light.	We	are	to	live	lives	in	a	close	
relationship	to	God,	and	his	word	compares	our	relationship	to	him	as	one	of	a	
husband	and	wife.	Just	as	in	a	marriage	relationship	we	are	called	to	be	as	one,	
so	we	should	in	our	relationship	with	God.	We	cannot	live	dark,	sinful	lives	as	if	
we	are	a	part	of	this	world	and	have	a	true	relationship	with	God.	Through	the	
sacrificial	blood	of	Jesus	we	are	washed	clean	and	made	righteous	in	the	sight	
of	God.	We	should	walk	in	the	light	of	his	son	Jesus,	the	Word,	the	Light.	
	
September	30:	1	John	2	
“Let	what	you	heard	from	the	beginning	abide	in	you.	If	what	you	heard	from	the	
beginning	abides	in	you,	then	you	too	will	abide	in	the	Son	and	in	the	Father.”		



1	John	2:24	
	
It’s	clear	that	‘abiding,’	or	‘remaining’	is	very	important	to	John.	We	should	
abide	in	the	word.	We	should	abide	in	the	Father	and	the	Son.	The	Son	abides	
in	the	Father.	Those	who	abide	in	the	Son	abide	in	the	light.	We	get	it	already!		
	
But	the	practical	outworking	of	this	principle	sometimes	eludes	us.	Some	
people	tend	to	think	of	themselves	as	unintelligent,	unable	to	deeply	
understand	the	Scriptures.	“I	stick	to	the	cookies	on	the	bottom	shelf.”	That’s	
all	well	and	good	for	a	time,	but	we	are	called	to	grow	from	that!	You	have	a	
lifetime	of	faith	to	know	and	understand	God’s	word,	and	you	have	the	Holy	
Spirit	to	guide	you	through	it	(what	better	teacher?).	When	we	set	a	low	
standard	of	what	God	intends	for	our	growth,	we	become	content	with	walking	
through	life	understanding	nothing	more	than	when	we	were	first	saved.	But	
this	is	not	really	what	abiding	is	about.		
	
God	intends	for	us	to	abide	in	his	word	as	we	move	through	life.	As	our	
challenges	and	responsibilities	grow,	we	should	grow	in	our	understanding	
and	reliance	on	the	Bible.	Philippians	2:12	challenges	us	to	work	out	our	faith	
in	fear	and	trembling.	We’re	supposed	to	always	test	new	depths	in	the	waters	
of	faith.	Your	day	of	salvation	was	your	first	experience	of	abiding,	and	each	
day	presents	another	opportunity	to	do	it	again	in	new	ways.	As	we	explore	
more	and	more	of	him,	we	will	be	ever-more	assured	of	our	salvation.	That	is	
the	picture	of	abiding.	It	is	not	stationary.	God’s	word	is	always	leading	us	
forward.	If	you	are	where	you	have	always	been,	allow	God	to	shake	you	out	of	
your	slumber!	Strike	out	in	pursuit	of	the	horizons	the	Spirit	lays	before	you.	
Grow.	Learn.	Abide.	
	
October	1:	1	John	3	
“No	one	born	of	God	makes	a	practice	of	sinning,	for	God’s	seed	abides	in	him,	and	
he	cannot	keep	on	sinning	because	he	has	been	born	of	God.”	1	John	3:9		
	
The	book	of	I	John	is	the	first	of	3	epistles	that	bear	the	name	of	the	beloved	
disciple,	the	one	whom	Jesus	loved.	They	were	probably	written	toward	the	
latter	end	of	his	life.	Of	course,	John	also	penned	the	gospel	of	John	and	also	the	
last	book	of	the	Bible,	Revelation.			
	



John	writes	in	bold	language	in	I	John.	Chapter	3	of	I	John	deals	with	what	
could	be	called	an	‘obedience	test’.	Looking	into	scripture	interpretation,	you	
could	read	this	verse	9	as	saying	“Whoever	has	been	born	of	God	does	not	have	
a	habit	of	continual	sin…”	It	is	a	present	tense	verb	in	the	Greek	language	and	
not	an	aorist	verb	tense.				
	
That	being	said,	what	John	is	conveying	is	that	the	mindset	of	a	person	to	
believe	that	they	can	be	saved	and	have	a	relationship	with	God	AND	practice	
sinful	lifestyles	is	simply	not	ok.	John	is	not	saying	that	once	you	become	a	
Christian	you	will	never	sin	again	or	that	you	cannot	ever	sin	again.	Not	only	is	
that	inaccurate	thinking,	it’s	an	impossible	task.				
	
However,	there	is	a	thought	today	called	‘easy	believism’	that	portrays	a	
salvation	based	upon	grace	AND	that	it	gives	a	person	a	license	to	live	however	
they	choose,	including	one	that	is	habitually	sinful.	That	is	simply	not	grace	at	
all.	John	is	reminding	us	that	if	the	spirit	of	Christ	lives	inside	of	us,	not	only	
will	we	pursue	Holiness	in	our	lives,	but	when	we	do	sin,	our	hearts	will	be	
convicted	of	sin.			
	
When	you	sin,	are	you	convicted	that	what	you	have	done	is	sin?	If	there	is	no	
conviction	of	sin	in	your	heart,	there	is	a	great	chance	salvation	has	not	
occurred.	
	
October	2:	1	John	4	
“Beloved,	do	not	believe	every	spirit,	but	test	the	spirits	to	see	whether	they	are	
from	God,	for	many	false	prophets	have	gone	out	into	the	world.”		1	John	4:1		
	
This	chapter	of	I	John	deals	with	a	common	theme	that	“God	is	love.”	We	see	
that	in	verse	8	and	in	verse	16.	But	before	John	gets	there,	he	says	to	‘test	the	
spirits’.				
	
What	does	it	mean	to	‘test	the	spirits’?	Simply	put,	there	should	be	some	
gauges	that	we	use	as	testing	points	for	actions	and	ideas.	Does	it	reflect	Jesus?	
Does	the	attitude	portray	one	that	is	Christ	like?	Is	the	motive	self-motivated	
or	motivated	by	a	Christ-like	spirit?				
	
Remember,	God’s	will	and	God’s	word	will	always	be	consistent!	They	will	
never	contradict	one	another.	Have	you	ever	heard	someone	say,	“I	have	



prayed	about	this,	and	God	has	revealed	to	me	that	it	is	ok?”	And	the	thing	that	
they	were	talking	about	is	a	direct	contradiction	to	what	the	Bible	teaches.	You	
can	rest	assured	that	what	the	person	was	referring	to	was	NOT	of	the	Lord.	
Why?	Because	when	tested	against	the	spirit	of	God	and	His	word,	it	revealed	
the	truth	to	you.			
	
As	we	interact	with	people	it’s	important	to	understand	what	it	means	to	‘test	
the	spirit’.	This	might	mean	we	don’t	overreact	or	underreact,	but	we	filter	it	
through	the	word	of	God	before	we	respond.	Remember	God’s	will	in	a	
situation	or	in	a	person’s	life	will	NEVER	contradict	the	teaching	of	the	word	of	
God.	
	
October	3:	1	John	5	
“And	this	is	the	testimony,	that	God	gave	us	eternal	life,	and	this	life	is	in	His	son”.	
1	John	5:11	
	
The	testimony	that	John	is	referring	to	here	is	the	Word	of	God,	the	Bible.	If	you	
are	married,	how	can	you	prove	you	are	married?	You	have	a	marriage	license,	
and	it’s	recorded	at	the	courthouse.	Truthfully,	that	is	the	only	thing	that	will	
hold	up	in	a	court	of	law.	If	you	don’t	have	that	record,	you	can’t	claim	to	be	
legally	married.			
	
What	John	is	saying	is	that	the	Bible	is	our	record!	It	is	the	written	proof	that	
God	has	given	us	eternal	life	and	this	life	is	in	His	Son.	Someone	might	say	they	
were	saved	without	even	opening	the	Bible.	That	could	be	true.	But	the	person	
who	witnessed	to	them	received	the	‘way’	to	salvation	by	taking	the	truths	
found	in	the	Bible	and	presenting	them	to	that	individual.				
	
Why	is	this	important?	Because	our	feelings	come	and	go.	Our	feelings	are	
deceiving.	They	can	play	tricks	on	us.	Many	times	our	tanks	run	low	and	on	
empty,	and	we	can	have	a	roller	coaster	of	emotions.	But	we	have	a	secure,	
unchanging	testimony	and	record	of	our	salvation…it	is	found	in	the	word	of	
God.	Nothing	else	is	worth	believing.	You	do	not	go	by	your	feelings	or	your	
failures,	but	you	go	by	your	faith	in	the	written	word	of	God!				
	
The	next	time	you	question	your	salvation,	look	in	the	promises	found	in	the	
word	of	God.	They	are	true.	They	are	faithful.	And	remember	that	faith	is	the	
engine	that	drives	the	train.	Our	feelings	are	more	like	the	caboose.	Don’t	allow	



your	feelings	to	drive	you.	Allow	your	faith	in	his	word	to	lead.	
	
October	4:	Exodus	19	
“You	shall	be	to	me	a	kingdom	of	priests	and	a	holy	nation.”	Exodus	19:6	
	
Pastors,	deacons,	and	other	church	leaders	are	often	put	on	a	pedestal.	People	
expect	them	to	be	more	religious,	or	more	in	tune	with	what	God	is	doing.	And	
because	they	are	serving	this	role,	the	“average	Joe”	in	the	congregation	can	
settle	for	a	little	less	as	long	as	they	pursue	a	minimum	standard	of	“goodness.”	
God’s	understanding	of	how	the	community	of	his	people	will	operate	is	very	
different.	Right	before	God	hands	down	the	laws	for	the	new	nation	he	was	
establishing	out	of	Abraham’s	descendants,	he	tells	them	they	will	be	a	
kingdom	of	priests.	All	of	them.	The	whole	kingdom.		
	
When	God	calls	his	people	holy,	it	means	they’re	all	set	apart	for	the	special	
task	he	intends.	The	laws	he	gave	Moses	were	for	every	Israelite.	None	were	
excluded	because	they	weren’t	high	enough	on	the	religious	hierarchy.	Each	
person	in	the	nation	was	expected	to	serve	as	priest	to	a	world	of	lost	people.	
Each	one	was	expected	to	pursue	God’s	righteous	standard	with	the	same	
passion	and	fervor.	It’s	true	that	there	were	laws	the	specifically	addressed	
how	the	priests	would	act	in	the	house	of	the	Lord,	but	they	weren’t	supposed	
to	be	more	righteous.	Everyone	was	called	to	be	utterly	righteous.	
	
Of	course	all	of	them	failed	in	that	pursuit,	but	now	we’re	all	called	to	the	same	
pursuit.	In	1	Peter	2:9,	we	are	also	called	a	kingdom	of	priests.	Across	
nationalities,	across	races,	across	economic	strata,	across	careers	we	are	all	
called	to	the	perfect	righteousness	demonstrated	by	Jesus.	We	will	all	fail	on	a	
daily	basis,	especially	our	leaders,	but	we	still	will	press	on	together.	Our	
salvation	doesn’t	hinge	on	our	righteousness	because	of	what	Jesus	did,	but	our	
witness	before	the	world	does.	If	we	are	to	perform	the	task	of	a	priest,	
demonstrating	the	character	of	God	and	assisting	in	his	worship,	then	we	must	
be	different.	We	must	know	that	we	are	holy,	set	apart.	That	must	be	the	
standard	we	set	for	ourselves.	All	of	us.	The	whole	Kingdom	of	God.	
	
October	5:	Exodus	20	
“You	shall	not	take	the	name	of	the	LORD	your	God	in	vain,	for	the	LORD	will	not	
hold	him	guiltless	who	takes	his	name	in	vain.”	Exodus	20:7	
	



Each	of	the	10	Commandments	is	important,	as	are	the	603	other	laws	that	
God	gave	his	people	over	the	course	of	the	Old	Testament.	However,	the	third	
commandment	speaks	clearly	to	what	lies	underneath	them	all,	so	we	will	
examine	it	briefly.	The	prohibition	against	“taking	the	Lord’s	name	in	vain”	is	
one	that	we	are	familiar	with,	but	what	does	it	really	mean?	The	commonly	
understood	sense	is	that	we	should	not	use	his	name	in	thoughtless	
exclamations	or	even	well-considered	oaths.	When	we	tie	God’s	holiness	to	
ourselves	we	tie	him	to	fallible	things.	That	disrespects	him	and	degrades	our	
understanding	of	his	identity.	So	this	is	a	good	understanding	of	what	the	3rd	
Commandment	tells	us,	but	it’s	incomplete.	
	
Let’s	remove	the	phrase	“take	his	name”	out	of	the	context	in	which	we	
immediately	find	it.	Where	else	do	we	use	that	phrase?	The	context	that	comes	
to	mind	is	marriage.	Traditionally,	a	wife	will	take	the	name	of	her	new	
husband.	It’s	symbolic	of	their	unity	and	that	her	identity	has	been	
transformed	to	mirror	his.	I	think	it’s	important	to	consider	this	context	when	
we	read	the	3rd	Commandment.	As	baptized	believers	in	Jesus,	we	have	taken	
his	name.	We	have	committed	ourselves	to	unity	with	him,	and	we	are	being	
transformed	into	his	likeness	every	day.	Given	this	understanding,	how	else	
might	we	“take	the	Lord’s	name	in	vain?”		
	
Simply	put	whenever	we	claim	the	name	of	Jesus	but	still	hold	back	parts	of	
ourselves	from	transformation	and	unity	with	him,	we	take	his	name	in	vain.	
We	are	hypocrites	wearing	the	mask	of	Jesus	but	refusing	to	act	accordingly.	
This	holding	back	is	underneath	every	other	sin	we	commit,	but	here	a	spade	is	
simply	called	a	spade.	We	are	a	people	who	have	taken	the	Lord’s	name,	but	
vainly	refuse	to	allow	his	identity	to	overtake	our	own.	Pray	for	forgiveness	
and	humility	in	those	areas	where	you	know	you	hold	back	from	him.	
	
October	6:	Exodus	21	
“When	a	man	sells	his	daughter	as	a	slave,	she	shall	not	go	out	as	the	male	slaves	
do.”	Exodus	21:7	
	
Whenever	we	read	the	Bible,	it’s	important	for	us	to	keep	in	mind	that	the	
Bible	is	written	for	us,	but	not	to	us.	God	is	outside	of	time.	He	never	changes,	
but	whenever	he	speaks	to	us,	he	brings	his	word	into	a	context	with	culture,	
time,	and	understandings	that	might	change.	We	are	challenged	with	such	an	
instance	in	Exodus	21.	



	
How	can	God	condone	a	context	where	a	father	can	sell	his	daughter	into	
slavery?	Well,	is	that	what	he’s	done?	Did	the	law	say	that	it	is	right	and	good	
for	a	father	to	sell	his	daughter	into	slavery?	No.	Instead,	he	meets	the	people	
where	they	are	and	begins	to	move	them	toward	righteousness.	Instead	of	
enslaved	women	losing	all	security,	they	are	assigned	extra	security.	By	
guaranteeing	marital	rights	to	slaves,	they	are	protected	from	being	childless	
(i.e.	having	no	retirement	plan).	Instead	of	slaves	remaining	in	that	status	for	
life,	they	are	to	be	released	from	all	debts	after	6	years.	God	intended	for	slaves	
to	retain	their	identity,	rights,	and	blessings.	
	
It	turns	out	God’s	laws	were	much	more	progressive	than	any	of	the	law	codes	
that	existed	at	that	time	and	in	that	culture.	It	can	be	disheartening	or	
misleading	to	read	these	sections	and	graft	in	our	own	cultural	understanding.	
Instead,	we	must	read	the	Bible	for	what	it	actually	intends	to	tell	us	first.	Only	
then	can	we	do	our	best	to	understand	how	it	might	apply	to	our	lives	today.		
	
October	7:	Exodus	22	
“The	case	of	both	parties	shall	come	before	God.”	Exodus	22:9	
	
The	underlying	principle	in	verse	9	is	one	we	are	familiar	with,	that	everyone	
is	innocent	until	proven	guilty.	An	accuser	does	not	take	legal	precedence	over	
the	accused.	A	judge	must	assume	nothing	and	only	rule	based	on	the	facts.	The	
Lord	does	this	perfectly.	How	well	do	you	do	it?	
	
What	are	the	areas	where	we	make	judgment?	Adults	judge	between	kids	all	
the	time,	but	is	our	judgment	fair?	Unfortunately	we	know	there	are	‘trouble	
kids’	who	usually	start	an	issue,	but	are	we	able	to	set	the	label	aside	when	
assessing	who	is	at	fault	in	each	situation?	What	about	when	we	see	homeless	
people?	Many	are	homeless	because	of	choices	they’ve	made,	but	is	that	the	
cause	of	all	homelessness?	We	also	judge	in	the	case	of	politicians.	How	many	
politicians	of	the	opposing	party	do	you	think	actually	have	the	malicious	
intent	we	ascribe	to	them?	(See	verse	28	and	repent!)	
	
We	constantly	judge	the	circumstances	around	us.	It’s	right	for	us	to	do	so	
because	God	has	given	us	the	ability	to	know	right	and	wrong,	but	we	must	be	
careful	with	this	responsibility.	The	Lord	has	laid	out	in	his	word	the	black	and	
white	of	many	issues,	but	just	as	many	are	left	in	grey	areas.	We	are	always	



dependent	on	him	for	knowing	good	versus	evil,	but	especially	in	those	
circumstances	we	must	turn	to	him	for	justice.	In	every	case	we	should	take	
the	matter	before	the	Lord,	allowing	him	to	guide	our	judgments	and	serving	
him	without	bias	or	presupposition.	
	
October	8:	Exodus	23	
“You	shall	make	no	covenant	with	them	and	their	gods.	They	shall	not	dwell	in	
your	land,	lest	they	make	you	sin	against	me.”	Exodus	23:32-33	
	
The	Lord	has	laid	before	Israel	a	huge	chunk	of	laws,	and	now	he’s	promising	
to	drive	out	many	people	groups	from	a	special	land	he	will	give	them.	Why	is	
all	this	necessary?	Why,	over	the	course	of	Numbers	and	Joshua,	will	the	Lord	
have	the	Israelites	kill	or	evict	whole	cultures	from	this	land?	What’s	the	big	
deal?	
	
Holiness	is	the	key	here.	When	we	read	the	word	holy,	we	tend	to	think	of	
being	morally	good,	but	that’s	not	what’s	at	work	here.	For	Israel	to	be	holy	
means	that	they	have	a	special	purpose	(see	Exodus	19:6).	If	they	are	to	serve	
as	priests	of	Yahweh,	they	can’t	be	distracted.	They	can’t	stray	from	his	
character.	Some	of	the	laws	God	hands	down	will	demonstrate	to	the	world	
who	he	is.	Some	of	the	laws	will	allow	Israel	to	be	in	close	proximity	to	him	so	
they	can	be	reminded	of	who	he	is.	Each	one	has	a	purpose;	none	is	for	the	sake	
of	having	people	jump	through	hoops.		
	
And	what	about	the	other	people	living	in	Canaan	before	Israel?	The	purpose	
of	Israel	is	so	challenging	that	all	distractions	must	be	removed.	The	Israelites	
wouldn’t	be	able	to	bear	up	with	any	idols	competing	for	their	attention.	Even	
the	way	the	land	was	going	to	be	used	had	to	reflect	who	God	is,	so	it	had	to	be	
cleansed	of	all	impurity.	
	
We	cannot	take	lightly	what	God	commanded	Israel.	That’s	why	all	this	was	
necessary.	What’s	more	is	that	we	must	remember	the	same	task	is	assigned	to	
us	with	the	same	gravity.	Does	that	mean	that	the	laws	of	Israel	must	become	
first	in	our	hearts?	No,	but	we	should	understand	the	weight	of	God’s	purpose	
for	us.	We	should	see	that	even	as	deep	an	understanding	of	the	law	as	Israel	
had	didn’t	produce	good	priests.	What	did	they	lack?	What	do	we	require	
most?	Each	individual	among	us	needs	deep,	growing	relationship	with	the	
Lord.	We	are	dependent	on	him	at	every	step	to	serve	him	as	priests.	



	
October	9:	Exodus	24	
“Moses	took	the	blood	and	threw	it	on	the	people	and	said,	‘Behold	the	blood	of	
the	covenant	that	the	Lord	has	made	with	you	in	accordance	with	all	these	
words.’”	Exodus	24:8	
	
How	would	you	feel	if	at	the	end	of	his	next	sermon	Brother	Jimmy	threw	
animal	blood	over	the	congregation?	How	much	would	you	be	willing	to	get	on	
yourself	in	the	name	of	‘being	spiritual’?	The	good	news	is	that	idea	isn’t	high	
on	his	list,	so	I	wouldn’t	come	with	a	poncho	next	week,	but	here	it	is	in	Moses’	
work	with	Israel.	Why	does	he	do	that?	Why	does	blood	play	such	an	integral	
role	in	every	biblical	covenant?	Why	do	the	priests	use	so	much	blood	around	
the	Temple?	Why	can’t	Israelites	eat	animals	with	the	blood	still	in	it?	What’s	
the	deal	with	blood?	
	
Blood	was	symbolic	of	life	for	Israel.	If	an	animal	still	had	blood	in	it,	it	still	had	
life.	That	meant	it	still	had	value	and	purpose.	To	remove	the	blood	is	to	
remove	any	further	value	or	purpose	to	that	animal	or	person.	When	the	
priests	in	the	Temple	would	sprinkle	blood	over	the	walls	and	altars,	it	
demonstrated	a	life	being	traded	for	the	sin	that	had	been	committed.	Moses	
here	throws	blood	over	the	people	of	Israel	to	symbolize	a	new	life	being	given	
to	them.	Whereas	before	they	were	dead	in	slavery	to	Egypt,	now	this	new	
covenant	gives	them	new	life.	If	they	would	live	according	to	God’s	laws,	they	
would	have	life.	
	
Do	we	think	about	God’s	laws	as	new	life	for	us?	Generally	we	don’t.	We	see	
them	as	restrictions	against	our	free	life.	They	keep	me	from	doing	certain	
things	because	they	are	‘unholy’	or	‘immoral.’	That	is	a	completely	
wrongheaded	way	to	view	it.	God’s	covenant	with	us	gives	us	life.	We	are	
protected	from	things	that	would	harm	us	when	we	follow	his	commands.	
Jesus’	blood	was	given	as	payment	for	our	sin,	and	when	it	washes	over	us	we	
have	this	new	life,	life	guided	and	protected	by	God’s	laws.	Will	you	join	Israel’s	
commitment	to	him	(v.	7)	in	return	for	this	life?		
	
October	10:	Psalm	26	
“But	as	for	me,	I	shall	walk	in	my	integrity;	redeem	me,	and	be	gracious	to	me.”	
Psalm	26:11	
	



Have	you	ever	wanted	to	get	even	with	someone?	If	truth	were	to	be	known,	
probably	every	single	one	of	us	have	at	least	had	the	thought	of	getting	even.		
Here,	David	is	asking	for	his	vindication	to	come	from	the	Lord.	There	is	
apparently	some	scrutiny	that	has	arisen	revolving	around	David.	David	echoes	
a	pattern	that	helps	us	to	think	how	we	handle	our	own	scrutinizers	by	
applying	Biblical	principles.	He	says	examine	me,	prove	me,	and	indicates	that	
he	has	walked	with	the	truth	of	God’s	word	as	His	light.	He	has	admitted	
avoiding	the	hypocrites	and	the	assembly	of	evildoers.	That’s	a	good	thing	to	
do!			
	
In	verse	11	he	focuses	in	on	his	heart.	David	is	saying,	‘no	matter	what	anyone	
else	does	or	how	anyone	else	carries	themselves,	I	will	be	led	by	relationship	
with	the	Lord.’	Then	David	says	two	things…redeem	me	and	be	merciful	to	me.		
These	are	indicators	that	he	trusted	the	Lord	by	trusting	in	grace	to	save	him.			
	
David	recognized	he	was	a	sinner	who	as	incapable	of	fighting	the	battles	of	the	
enemy	on	his	own	ability.	He	needed	redemption…meaning	for	God	to	
exchange	His	righteousness	for	David’s	unrighteousness.			
	
Every	day	we	must	understand	what	it	means	to	be	saved	by	grace.	Grace	
doesn’t	give	us	a	free	license	to	live	however	we	choose.	Rather,	the	gospel	
changes	the	way	we	live,	think,	and	act/react.	While	our	tendency	by	nature	is	
to	make	vindication	of	unfair	accusations	or	actions	on	our	own	cognizance,	
David	is	saying	that	because	of	who	God	is	in	his	life	that	he	is	different.	He	
chooses	to	walk,	talk,	and	live	differently.	While	the	world	would	say	he	is	
justified	to	vindicate	his	own	position,	the	message	of	the	cross,	which	is	
foolishness	to	the	world,	commands	that	our	vindicator	for	the	unfair	things	in	
life	is	the	Lord	Jesus	Christ	himself!	
	
October	11:	Psalm	27	
“He	will	hide	me	in	his	shelter	in	the	day	of	trouble;	he	will	conceal	me	under	the	
cover	of	his	tent;	he	will	lift	my	high	upon	a	rock.”	Psalm	27:5	
	
As	I	read	through	this	psalm,	I	heard	song	after	song	come	into	my	mind.	
Writers	have	used	these	words	as	lyrics	over	and	over.	That	doesn’t	happen	to	
words	that	aren’t	meaningful	to	a	broad	audience.	So	what	is	it	about	this	
psalm	that	makes	it	so	much	more	accessible	than	many	others?	They’re	all	the	
word	of	God.	Shouldn’t	they	all	have	equal	power?	They	do,	but	the	meaning	of	



the	power	of	a	particular	scripture	is	rooted	in	the	situation	is	speaks	into.	
Some	psalms	speak	to	very	particular	situations.	Some	speak	very	generally,	so	
they	apply	to	many	situations.	This	psalm	speaks	to	a	fear	that	every	single	
person	ever,	including	Jesus,	has	felt.		
	
All	of	us	want	to	be	protected	against	the	attacks	of	our	enemies.	The	wisest	
among	us	know	that	the	attacks	worth	fear	are	spiritual	attacks,	but	it	doesn’t	
take	wisdom	to	know	fear.	This	psalm	is	popular	because	it	speaks	powerfully	
into	every	moment	of	fear,	regardless	of	the	object	of	fear	concerned.	The	Lord	
offers	a	stronghold	to	each	of	us,	in	every	circumstance.	We	all	want	to	be	
comforted	by	a	strong,	protective	presence.	That’s	why	children	instinctively	
stand	behind	their	parents	when	they	meet	someone	new.	No	one	has	to	teach	
a	toddler	to	bury	his	face	in	his	father’s	chest	when	a	new	person	asks	how	old	
they	are.		
	
Humans	instinctively	know	our	own	vulnerability,	and	we	want	to	escape	from	
it.	Some	escape	into	the	arms	of	another	person.	Some	people	turn	to	
substances	or	behaviors	to	distract	themselves.	Believers	are	called	to	run	to	
the	arms	of	the	Lord.	He	is	the	only	one	who	can	lift	us	up	out	of	a	situation	on	
to	firm	ground.	He	is	the	only	one	with	strength	to	defeat	our	enemies.	Take	
stock	of	how	you	respond	to	your	fear.	What	are	the	things	that	you	turn	to	
other	than	the	Lord?	Ask	him	to	take	those	things	away	from	you,	because	you	
will	only	find	true	peace	in	him.		
	
October	12:	Psalm	28	
“Lest,	if	you	be	silent	to	me,	I	become	like	those	who	go	down	to	the	pit.”		
Psalm	28:1	
	
Have	you	ever	experienced	what	the	psalmist	is	saying	about	going	“down	to	
the	pit”?	Have	you	ever	felt	despair	and	loneliness?	Have	you	ever	been	
enraged	but	simultaneously	helpless?	I	think	that’s	something	everyone	has	
experienced,	but	we	all	respond	to	it	in	different	ways.	Some	will	self-medicate	
to	escape	their	pain.	Food,	sex,	and	substances	are	the	popular	methods.	
Others	try	to	escape	the	pain	by	ignoring	it.	They	will	completely	shut	down	
their	emotional	attachment	to	the	situation,	or	they	will	retreat	into	intense	
work	elsewhere.	These	are	natural	responses,	and	you	probably	use	more	than	
one.	But	how	does	the	psalmist	respond	to	pain?	
	



When	faced	with	a	trip	into	despair,	the	psalmist	turns	to	praise.	In	verses	3-5	
he	recounts	the	righteous	justice	of	the	Lord.	The	wicked	are	the	ones	who	will	
be	punished.	They	will	be	torn	down.	It’s	a	reminder	that	I	don’t	want	to	be	
counted	among	them.	Then	in	verses	6-8	he	extols	the	Lord’s	mercy	on	his	
people.	The	psalmist	is	already	sure	that	God	will	save	him.	The	Lord	is	
strength	for	those	in	need	who	trust	in	him.	He	ends	the	psalm	with	one	last	
cry	to	the	Lord	because	all	those	things	are	true.	
	
How	will	you	respond	when	you	face	despair?	What	will	you	turn	to?	Will	you	
seek	comfort	or	escape	in	earthly	resources?	Or	will	you	fix	your	eyes	on	the	
Lord	and	trust	his	plan	to	unfold,	his	plan	for	salvation	and	blessing	in	your	
life?	
	
October	13:	Isaiah	36	
“Who	among	all	the	gods	of	these	lands	have	delivered	their	lands	out	of	my	
hand,	that	the	LORD	should	deliver	Jerusalem	out	of	my	hand?”	Isaiah	36:20	
	
If	you’ve	ever	read	all	the	way	through	Isaiah,	you	know	this	small	section	is	an	
island	of	narrative	in	the	midst	of	an	ocean	of	poetic	prophecy.	But	this	is	a	
turning	point	in	the	story.	In	chapters	1-35	Isaiah	warns	Israel	that	they	must	
turn	back	to	the	Lord	or	face	exile.	He	pronounced	the	condemnation	of	the	
Lord	against	Judah	and	their	neighbors,	proclaiming	that	each	one	of	them	is	
bound	for	destruction.	But	still	Israel’s	leaders	have	refused	to	worship	the	
Lord,	convinced	that	they	can	move	forward	with	their	own	plan.	But	now	the	
Assyrian	king	sends	a	general	to	negotiate	a	surrender.	This	Rabshakeh	is	the	
right	man	for	the	job.	He	mocks	Yahweh’s	strength	to	defeat	Assyria	based	on	
the	evidence	of	the	other	nations	they’ve	conquered.	He	boldly	puts	the	threat	
of	siege	before	the	people.	He	makes	clear	the	cost	of	resistance.	Hezekiah’s	
messengers	beg	him	to	speak	in	a	different	language	so	that	the	common	man	
within	earshot	won’t	understand,	but	then	he	shouts	up	to	them	to	make	sure	
that	word	gets	around.	It’s	very	intimidating.	
	
When	I	read	this	chapter	I	thought	of	the	enemies	that	threaten	my	well-being.	
I	was	reminded	of	the	fear	of	confession.	When	I	have	wronged	my	wife	or	
someone	else	in	my	community,	I	don’t	want	to	admit	it.	I	might	lose	her,	lose	
my	job,	lose	respect	of	the	people	around	me.	But	what’s	at	the	base	of	that	
fear?	It’s	that	my	existence	wouldn’t	be	sufficient	without	those	things.	I’m	
relying	on	my	marriage,	reputation,	or	pride,	just	like	Israel	was	relying	on	



Egypt.	But	the	Rabshakeh	is	right;	leaning	on	those	things	will	only	lead	to	my	
destruction.	There	is	no	strength	for	me	in	those	things.	My	only	strength,	my	
only	value	can	be	found	in	the	Lord.	The	only	move	that	makes	sense	is	to	
worship	him	and	obey	his	commands.	Hear	the	call	of	Isaiah	in	your	life	today.	
Properly	consider	the	value	of	the	things	you	hold	dear.	Obey	the	call	of	the	
Lord.	
	
October	14:	Isaiah	37	
“The	zeal	of	the	Lord	of	Hosts	will	do	this.”	Isaiah	37:32	
	
When	I	got	in	trouble	as	a	boy,	my	parents	spanked	me.	For	a	long	time,	it	
didn’t	matter	who	would	do	it;	when	that	leather	hit	my	butt,	I	would	sob!	But	
as	I	got	older,	I	realized	my	mother’s	spankings	hurt	less	than	my	dad’s.	It	got	
to	the	point	where	I	would	try	to	fake	crying	when	she	spanked	me	so	I	could	
escape	with	as	little	trouble	as	possible.	But	she	caught	on,	and	when	I	got	in	
trouble,	I	got	a	little	reprieve.	My	mother	wouldn’t	spank	me,	but	my	father	
would	when	he	got	home!	So	there	was	a	brief	time	when	I	wasn’t	being	
spanked.	There	was	hope	that	maybe	they	would	forget,	or	I	could	make	up	for	
what	I	did.	But	in	the	end,	they	never	forgot.		
	
When	I	read	Isaiah	37,	that’s	what	I	think	of.	Hezekiah	hears	the	threats	from	
Assyria,	and	he	begs	for	a	reprieve.	He	makes	his	case	that	the	Assyrians	have	
gotten	too	big	for	their	britches.	At	some	point,	the	Lord	may	have	been	
considering	using	them	to	punish	Israel,	but	certainly	he	can’t	now	that	they	
have	taken	all	this	credit!	It	sounds	childish,	but	it	seemed	to	work.	Yahweh	
agrees	that	Assyria	has	overstepped	their	usefulness	to	him,	and	their	empire	
falls.	But	Israel	hasn’t	escaped	punishment.	Instead	of	Assyria,	Babylon	will	be	
the	nation	who	carries	them	into	exile.	For	now,	they	have	their	reprieve.	
	
The	important	thing	to	see	is	that	none	of	these	humans	have	usurped	God’s	
control	over	the	situation.	Assyria	has	no	power	to	conquer	Israel	without	
Yahweh.	Israel	has	not	duped	God	into	forgetting	their	centuries	of	
faithlessness.	The	Lord’s	zeal	for	justice	is	what’s	at	work	in	all	these	
situations,	and	in	ours.	Do	not	think	that	God	can	be	manipulated	or	duped	by	
the	right	series	of	words.	You	cannot	get	into	a	position	where	he	owes	you	
anything.	Do	what	Israel	should	have	from	the	start;	recognize	your	place	in	
relationship	to	him	and	submit	with	gratitude	to	his	authority!	
	



October	15:	Isaiah	38	
“Behold,	it	was	for	my	welfare	that	I	had	great	bitterness;	but	in	love	you	have	
delivered	my	life	from	the	pit	of	destruction,	for	you	have	cast	all	my	sins	behind	
your	back.”	Isaiah	38:17	
	
During	this	time,	King	Hezekiah	gets	old	and	it	looks	like	he	will	die,	but	he	
pleads	to	the	Lord	again,	and	again	the	Lord	gives	him	a	reprieve.	In	his	
response	Hezekiah	demonstrates	one	of	the	most	mature	understandings	of	
God’s	grace	in	all	of	scripture.	
	
First	he	acknowledges	that	the	suffering	he	experienced	was	for	his	own	good.	
The	Lord	was	molding	him	through	the	course	of	these	events	into	the	kind	of	
man	he	needed	to	be	all	along.	It	is	impossible	for	us	to	know	exactly	what	the	
outcome	of	those	moments	is,	but	we	should	always	trust	that	the	Lord	has	the	
power	to	transform	what	seemed	evil	for	our	good.		
	
Next	he	sees	how	God	delivers	him	out	of	that	hurt.	Hezekiah	doesn’t	claim	that	
his	actions	or	power	brought	him	through.	It	was	the	hand	of	the	Lord.	It	was	
God’s	timing.		
	
Last	Hezekiah	sees	that	this	has	happened	because	the	Lord	graciously	forgives	
and	forgets.	He	tosses	all	our	confessed	wrongs	behind	him	like	junk	being	
tossed	out	while	searching	for	a	precious	belonging.	That’s	how	the	Lord	views	
you	and	I.	
	
Just	this	one	verse	would	be	an	important	prayer	for	each	of	us	to	pray	every	
day.	It	has	so	much	in	it	that	we	constantly	need	to	be	reminded	of.	Thank	the	
Lord	just	as	Hezekiah	did.	He	is	gracious	in	all	things.	
	
October	16:	Isaiah	39	
“Then	Hezekiah	said	to	Isaiah,	“The	word	of	the	Lord	that	you	have	spoken	is	
good.”	For	he	thought,	“There	will	be	peace	and	security	in	my	days.”	Isaiah	39:8	
	
In	the	past	few	chapters,	Hezekiah	has	shown	faith	in	the	Lord,	repenting	from	
his	sinful	ways.	As	a	result	the	Lord	relented	in	bringing	destruction	via	
Assyria	and	added	15	years	to	Hezekiah’s	life.	Looks	good!	Sadly	chapter	39	
demonstrates	a	principle	that	is	universally	true.	There	is	a	lived-out	difference	
between	salvation	and	glorification.	



	
Now	that	Assyria	is	out	of	the	picture,	Hezekiah	has	the	opportunity	to	show	
off	his	wealth.	The	emissary	from	a	rising	power,	Babylon,	comes	to	visit.	
Hezekiah	gives	him	a	tour,	showing	him	the	great	storehouses	of	treasures	in	
Jerusalem.	There	was	no	threat	involved.	This	wasn’t	an	audit.	This	was	just	an	
opportunity	to	brag.	Hezekiah	finds	out	through	Isaiah	that	the	Lord	is	raising	
up	Babylon	to	be	the	next	great	world	power.	They	now	have	a	thirst	for	the	
wealth	sitting	in	Jerusalem,	and	they	will	come	to	carry	it	away.	Perhaps	the	
worst	part	is	that	Hezekiah’s	perspective	is	still	so	warped	by	sin	that	he	hears	
this	as	good	news!	
	
We	suffer	the	same	problem.	Even	if	we	are	justified	before	the	Lord	because	of	
Jesus,	we	are	still	warped	by	sin.	Do	you	understand	that	you	may	not	even	be	
able	to	accurately	perceive	sin	in	your	life	because	of	that	effect?	You	and	I	
don’t	even	begin	to	grasp	the	depths	of	our	depravity,	and	the	people	around	
us	are	the	ones	bearing	the	brunt	of	it.	But	don’t	be	drawn	into	despair.	Your	
sins,	even	those	you	can’t	see	as	sin,	are	covered	by	Jesus’	blood	on	the	cross.	
By	faith	you	have	been	justified,	counted	as	righteous	even	though	you	still	
have	no	righteousness	of	your	own!	That	is	the	beauty	of	the	Gospel	in	our	
lives.	No	sin	of	ours	is	so	hidden	that	the	Lord’s	blood	missed	it	or	so	great	that	
his	blood	was	insufficient	to	cover	it.	Rejoice	in	your	freedom,	but	always	keep	
a	watchful	eye	over	your	heart.	And	invite	the	prophetic	voices	of	those	you	
trust	to	examine	you	as	well!	
	
October	17:	Hebrews	1	
“You,	Lord,	laid	the	foundation	of	the	earth	in	the	beginning,	and	the	heavens	are	
the	work	of	your	hands;	they	will	perish,	but	you	remain;	they	will	all	wear	out	
like	a	garment,	like	a	robe	you	will	roll	them	up,	like	a	garment	they	will	be	
changed.	But	you	are	the	same,	and	your	years	will	have	no	end.”	
Hebrews	1:10-12	
		
The	basic	message	of	Hebrews	Chapter	1	is	twofold:	That	Jesus	was/is	God's	
revelation	of	himself	to	us,	and	that	Jesus	is	superior,	more	superior	than	the	
angelic	beings.	This	passage	is	also	found	in	Psalm	102:25-27.	The	Psalmist	
proclaims	that	Jesus	is	superior	to	the	angels	and	another	very	comforting	
characteristic.	He	is	everlasting.		
		



Consumerism	and	materialism	are	at	their	height,	and	the	beneficiary	of	those	
concepts	is	the	garbage	dumps	and	land	fills.	Have	you	been	to	one	lately?	
Everything	that	you	will	see	was	more	than	likely	a	prized	possession	of	
someone	at	some	time	in	the	past.	The	smelliest,	rusted	out,	mangled	piece	of	
trash	in	the	landfill	was	supposed	to	fill	a	desire	or	need.	It	very	well	may	have,	
but	after	a	few	years,	it	lost	its	luster	and	newness	and	became	dispensable	
and	unworthy	of	keeping.		
		
Our	God	and	his	revelation	of	himself	in	the	person	of	Jesus	is	everlasting.	He'll	
never	fade	or	wear	out.	His	love	will	always	remain	for	his	own.	He	is	forever	
the	same.	He	is	constant.	Therefore,	we	can	rely	and	trust	in	Him	from	now	and	
till	evermore.	Praise	God!	
	
	
October	18:	Hebrews	2	
“Therefore	we	must	pay	much	closer	attention	to	what	we	have	heard,	lest	we	
drift	away	from	it.”	Hebrews	2:1	
“For	because	he	himself	has	suffered	when	tempted,	he	is	able	to	help	those	who	
are	being	tempted.”	  Hebrews 	 2:18      	
	
Hebrews	2	is	bookended	by	words	that	speak	to	what	every	Christian	deals	
with	over	time	when	it	comes	to	our	relationship	with	Jesus	Christ:	drifting	
away.	Let's	explore	what	leads	to	"the	drift"	and	the	way	back.		
		
Call	it	falling	away,	getting	off	track,	sowing	wild	oats,	or	losing	your	first	love,	
we've	all	strayed	away	from	Christ	at	times	in	our	Christian	walk.	The	trek	
starts	with	where	our	attention	has	been	directed.	At	some	point	we	begin	to	
let	other	things,	desires,	people,	etc.	have	our	attention	instead	of	the	Lord.	
		
Verse	one	says	‘pay	attention	to	what	we	have	heard.’	Let's	connect	this	
thought	to	our	church.		EVERY	church	has	its	problems	…	but	a	healthy	church,	
despite	the	fact	that	it's	made	up	of	faulty	humans,	is	the	place	where	the	Truth	
is	proclaimed,	celebrated,	and	lived	out	in	community.	When	we	get	lax	in	our	
attendance,	most	of	the	time	we	also	get	lax	in	including	a	dose	of	the	Truth	in	
our	everyday	life.	
		
The	NIV	uses	a	beautiful	descriptor	in	verse	1-	CAREFUL	attention.	Church	is	
beneficial	if	one	is	engaged	in	it,	whether	that	be	corporate	worship	or	a	Bible	



study.	When	we	are	here	at	church,	we	should	be	focused	on	Christ	and	not	
going	through	the	motions.	
		
Lastly,	we	can	get	off	track	even	with	a	faithful	attendance	at	church	if	we	give	
in	to	temptation.	We	have	help,	though.	Our	Savior	was	tempted	in	every	way	
and	conquered	those	temptations.	It	is	possible	for	us	to	withstand	temptation,	
too,	if	we	will	stay	on	track	with	Jesus	and	let	Him	guide	our	lives.	
		
So	if	you	want	to	keep	from	drifting,	pay	careful	attention	to	your	faith	
community,	and	rely	on	Jesus,	who	conquered	every	temptation.	
	
October	19:	Hebrews	3	
“Take	care,	brothers,	lest	there	be	in	any	of	you	an	evil,	unbelieving	heart,	leading	
you	to	fall	away	from	the	living	God.	But	exhort	one	another	every	day,	as	long	as	
it	is	called	“today,”	that	none	of	you	may	be	hardened	by	the	deceitfulness	of	sin.”	
Hebrews 	 3:12-13   	
		
What	is	a	hard	heart?	Here	in	Hebrews	3:12,	it	is	defined	-	a	"sinful,	
unbelieving	heart	that	turns	away	from	the	living	God;"	and	also	in	verse	10,	a	
heart	that	is	"always	going	astray".	
		
When	we	look	at	what	the	people	of	God	did	when	they	were	in	the	wilderness	
in	the	book	of	Exodus,	we	see	that	they	hardened	their	heart	even	in	the	
presence	of	God	Almighty	and	his	miraculous	deeds	and	provisions.		
		
You	may	have	heard	someone	question	the	ways	of	God	like	this:	"Why	can't	
God	just	tell	me	-	like	just	speak	to	me	or	show	me	a	lightning	bolt	in	the	sky	so	
I	would	know?"	Well,	the	Old	Testament	shows	us	that	people	still	don't	keep	
their	hearts	in	tune	with	Him	when	they	see	His	miracles.	They	still	went	
astray	and	doubted	God.	Their	hearts	were	still	hardened.	
		
When	sin	is	crouching	at	your	door,	and	make	no	mistake,	it	crouches	every	
day,	we	need	to	be	in	community	with	others	so	that	we	can	be	encouraged	to	
continue	to	trust	and	follow	God.	"Encourage	one	another	daily"	is	the	
instruction.	Why?	So	that	"none	may	be	hardened	by	sin's	deceitfulness."		
		
Soften	your	heart.	Encourage	a	brother	or	sister.	Today.	
	



October	20:	Hebrews	4	
“Let	us	therefore	strive	to	enter	that	rest,	so	that	no	one	may	fall	by	the	same	sort	
of	disobedience.”	Hebrews 	 4:11   	
		
Rest.		
Got	rest?		
Need	a	pill?	(they	have	side	effects)		
Need	a	new	mattress?	(they	wear	out)		
Need	a	c-pap	machine?	(they're	uncomfortable)		
Need	warm	milk?	(that	just	sounds	gross)	
		
What	do	you	do	to	get	rest?	Is	that	the	rest	this	passage	is	talking	about	
anyway?	It	turns	out	that	the	rest	that	God	can	give	His	people	is	not	the	same	
rest	we	might	think	of	first.	Sure	we	need	rest	and	relaxation	for	our	bodies,	
but	the	rest	God	can	give	is	a	rest	that	affects	our	spirit.	
		
God's	rest	is	likened	to	salvation	and	the	assurance	He	provides	when	we	abide	
in	Him	after	salvation.	God's	people	looked	forward	to	the	rest	(the	salvation)	
the	promised	land	would	provide	from	the	years	and	years	of	oppression	by	
the	Egyptians.	However,	one	generation	ended	up	rebelling	and	never	
receiving	the	rest	of	reaching	the	promised	land.	One	generation,	the	one	that	
trusted	Him,	did	enter	God's	"rest"	of	the	promised	land.	Canaan	was	
conquered	and	the	people	settled	in	their	new	homes.	
		
Let's	connect	the	dots	to	us.	Once	we	have	understood	the	salvation	that	God	
offers,	we	have	the	choice	to	embrace	it	or	rebel	from	it.	Hebrews	4	encourages	
us	to	make	every	effort	to	enter	that	rest	so	we	won't	perish.	Then	after	that	
rest	is	entered,	we	need	to	abide	in	Him	and	his	rest	until	we	reach	our	final	
rest	with	Him	in	eternity.	
	
October	21:	Hebrews	5	
“For	though	by	this	time	you	ought	to	be	teachers,	you	need	someone	to	teach	you	
again	the	basic	principles	of	the	oracles	of	God.	You	need	milk,	not	solid	food.”	
Hebrews 	 5:12   	
		
What	(I	believe)	God	would	say	to	the	infant	Christian	…	to	me:		
	



Grow	up.	No.	I	really	mean	it.	Grow	up.	Instead	of	relying	on	someone	else	to	
tell	you	what	the	Bible	says,	read	it	for	yourself.	You	don't	need	a	quarterly	or	
commentary	or	other	book	to	help	you.	You	just	need	my	word.	You	just	need	
to	read	it.	
		
How	many	years	will	it	take	for	you	to	learn	my	truths	at	this	pace?	You	should	
be	more	mature,	more	knowledgeable	and	more	apt	to	live	out	my	word,	yet	
you	can't	because	you	don't	know	it.	Too	much	else	is	getting	in	the	way	and	
you're	still	a	baby	Christian.		
		
I'm	not	going	to	open	up	your	brain	and	pour	in	biblical	knowledge.	YOU	have	
to	participate	and	give	forth	some	effort.	It	is	YOUR	responsibility.	How	can	
you	teach	your	children	if	you	don't	know	my	word?	How	can	they	learn	to	
pray	if	you	don't	pray	with	them?	How	can	they	learn	to	worship	if	you	won't	
engage	in	it	yourself?	How	can	they	grow	up	to	spiritual	maturity	when	you	
remain	a	baby?	
		
You	should	be	teaching,	and	you're	still	having	to	be	taught.	No,	I	didn't	give	
you	the	"gift"	of	teaching,	but	if	my	word	is	what	you	base	your	life	on,	you	can	
lead	a	simple	discussion	of	it	with	a	few	other	Christians.	If	you	can't,	you	need	
to	rely	on	me,	throw	your	fears	aside	and	lead.	You	don't	have	to	be	great.	Just	
talk	about	what	I've	done	for	you.	
		
Baby	Christian,	grow	up!	
	
October	22:	Hebrews	6	
“Let	us	leave	the	elementary	doctrine	of	Christ	and	go	on	to	maturity.”		
Hebrews	6:1	
	
Discipleship	is	often	compared	to	athletics.	For	some,	lifting	weights	is	an	
avenue	to	ever-increasing	strength.	Athletes	always	want	to	be	stronger,	
leaner,	more	muscular.	Body-building	is	a	sport	aimed	at	erasing	every	vestige	
of	fat	and	growing	muscle	to	the	extreme.	For	others,	though,	lifting	weights	is	
about	keeping	flabbiness	at	bay.	They	may	not	want	to	be	“ripped,”	but	they	
want	to	have	a	toned	appearance.	For	still	others,	lifting	weights	is	an	
annoyance.	They’re	not	interested	in	building	strength.	
	



The	spiritual	parallel	in	Hebrews	5	and	6	assumes	that	this	last	group	isn’t	
even	reading.	(Why	bother	with	any	doctrine	at	all?)	But	having	taken	those	
folks	out	of	the	discussion,	the	writer	of	Hebrews	calls	us	to	not	be	complacent,	
not	to	settle	for	just	enough	doctrine	to	get	by.	Hebrews	wants	every	disciple	
to	deeply	understand	how	the	Gospel	invades	every	aspect	of	life.	How	do	you	
think	about	the	Gospel?	Is	it	a	ticket	to	heaven	or	a	prayer	that	you	prayed	
once	and	are	done	with?	Do	you	think	that	other	people	are	smarter	or	more	
spiritual	than	you,	and	that	God	has	finished	transforming	you	because	of	it?	
Are	you	too	sinful	or	too	uneducated	to	understand	the	Gospel	in	new	ways?		
	
Really,	no	one	would	be	able	to	understand	the	Gospel	at	all	except	that	the	
Holy	Spirit	teaches	us.	We	would	be	among	those	passing	away	in	Romans	1	
for	whom	the	Gospel	is	foolishness	if	the	Holy	Spirit	weren’t	within	us.	What’s	
his	limit	for	understanding?	The	Gospel	should	transform	every	aspect	of	your	
life,	and	it	will	meet	you	in	new	ways	every	day.	It’s	not	something	that	
happens	once	in	your	life,	and	its	effect	is	not	intended	to	level	off	in	your	life	
while	continuing	in	others’.	Ask	the	Spirit	to	transform	how	you	deal	with	your	
family,	job,	technology,	friends,	money,	spiritual	gifts…	every	corner	of	your	
life!	Press	deeper	into	what	he	offers	today.	Be	the	ripped	body	builder!	You’re	
called	to	this!	You	have	the	power	because	the	Holy	Spirit	lives	in	you.	
	
October	23:	Hebrews	7	
“For	the	law	made	nothing	perfect;	but	on	the	other	hand,	a	better	hope	is	
introduced,	through	which	we	draw	near	to	God.”	Hebrews	7:19	
	
The	book	of	Hebrews	is	challenging	because	it	demands	such	a	deep	
knowledge	of	the	Old	Testament.	This	priest,	Melchizedek,	serves	a	critical	
purpose	here,	but	he	is	only	mentioned	in	passing	in	Genesis	14.	Who	is	this	
Melchizedek,	and	why	is	he	important?	Mostly,	we	don’t	know	for	sure	who	he	
is,	and	that	is	the	point!	In	Genesis,	where	so	many	genealogies	are	listed,	none	
is	listed	for	this	priest.	It’s	unlikely	that	later	Jews	would	have	actually	believed	
that	he	had	no	parents,	but	he	serves	as	a	literary	type	for	Jesus	as	priest	
because	of	this	detail.	Jesus	has	no	familial	claim	to	priesthood.	He	is	a	priest	in	
his	own	right,	separate	from	the	Mosaic	law	(just	like	Melchizedek).	
Melchizedek	blessed	Abraham,	so	he	had	authority	over	him,	and	Jesus	has	
authority	over	the	Mosaic	system.		
	



Well	that’s	all	very	interesting,	but	what	does	it	mean	for	us?	The	writer	of	
Hebrews	has	been	focused	in	these	first	7	chapters	on	glorifying	Jesus,	not	just	
knocking	down	the	law.	With	this	comparison	to	Melchizedek,	he’s	making	the	
claim	that	Jesus	is	eternal,	and	his	authority	doesn’t	come	from	the	law.	Jesus’	
authority	is	eternal.	It	originates	at	Genesis	1,	when	the	Word	was	God,	and	
through	him	was	everything	made	(John	1).	Ever	since	man	has	been	in	
rebellion,	he	has	rebelled	against	Jesus.	When	we	say	that	God	is	always	right,	
good,	perfect,	we	say	it	about	Jesus.	There	can	be	no	equivocation	about	who	
Jesus	is	after	you	read	these	chapters.	
	
Because	of	who	Jesus	is,	we	must	surrender	to	him.	We	don’t	try	to	live	by	the	
law	and	attain	to	his	standard.	We	can’t	because	his	standard	is	not	the	law.	His	
standard	is	eternal	power	and	authority.	We	live	in	submission	to	that	power	
and	authority.	It	is	the	only	logical	response	for	us.	This	Jesus	is	our	high	priest.	
He	knows	what	is	right	for	our	souls.	We	follow	him.	
	
October	24:	Psalm	29	
“Ascribe	to	the	Lord	the	glory	due	his	name;	worship	the	Lord	in	the	splendor	of	
holiness.”	Psalm	29:2	
	
You	know	what	I	thought	of	when	I	read	this?	All	those	uncomfortable	
passages	in	Song	of	Solomon	where	the	poet	describes	the	body	of	their	
spouse.	In	those	passages	the	man	or	the	woman	would	take	time	to	slow	
down	and	ponder	the	physical	attributes	that	they	were	most	attracted	to	in	
the	other.	There	was	also	a	sense,	though,	that	the	physical	attributes	were	
attached	to	the	deeper	value	found	in	their	relationship.		
	
The	same	should	be	understood	about	the	psalmist	here.	He	lists	the	things	he	
admires	about	the	Lord;	his	power,	strength,	and	authority.	But	these	things	
have	deeper	meaning	to	the	psalmist	because	they	are	rooted	in	relationship.	
By	themselves,	these	things	would	drive	the	psalmist	away	from	the	Lord,	but	
because	the	psalmist	knows	the	Lord	is	for	him,	is	the	lover	of	his	soul,	then	
these	are	things	of	beauty.		
	
How	would	you	rate	your	passion	for	the	Lord?	Does	the	love	you	feel	for	him	
mirror	most	closely	the	love	you	have	for	your	spouse	or	for	your	
coworker/boss/acquaintance?	When	you	read	these	words,	does	it	stir	
something	up	in	you?	If	it	doesn’t,	you	don’t	need	to	feel	guilty,	but	you	should	



be	aware	that	you	are	missing	out!	Ask	God	to	fill	you	with	this	kind	of	passion	
for	him.	He	certainly	feels	it	for	you!	
	
October	25:	Psalm	30	
“You	have	turned	for	me	my	mourning	into	dancing.”	Psalm	30:11	
	
One	of	the	common	misconceptions	about	eternal	life	with	God	is	that	all	the	
evil	that	happened	in	the	past	will	be	erased	and	forgotten.	Revelation	21	does	
tell	us	about	how	all	sickness	and	mourning	will	be	erased,	but	does	that	mean	
that	we	won’t	even	be	aware	of	those	things	anymore?	
	
When	we	want	to	know	what	resurrection	will	be	like,	we	look	at	Jesus.	In	John	
20:27,	Jesus	appears	to	his	disciples	after	his	resurrection.	Thomas	refused	to	
believe	he	was	alive,	so	Jesus	offered	him	proof.	“Put	your	finger	here,	and	see	
my	hands;	and	put	out	your	hand,	and	place	it	in	my	side.”	This	is	Jesus	as	the	
firstfruits	of	resurrection.	His	resurrected	body	is	the	same	as	his	old	one,	but	
slightly	different.	He	is	recognizable	to	those	who	knew	him,	but	it	takes	
concentration.	He	seems	to	be	unbound	by	physical	barriers	like	doors.	Most	
importantly,	he	still	bears	the	scars	of	his	old	life!	So	if	we’re	to	be	like	Jesus,	
we	too	will	still	bear	the	scars	of	the	life	we	currently	live.	
	
How	can	this	possibly	be	squared	with	what	we’ve	read,	that	the	stain	of	sin	
will	be	wiped	away	in	eternity?	Our	expectations	of	what	that	looks	like	must	
be	misguided.	Perhaps	God	doesn’t	intend	to	magically	erase	our	histories.	
Perhaps	God	doesn’t	intend	to	give	us	a	body	that	bears	no	marks	of	our	past.	
Indeed,	it’s	our	history	that	defines	our	personhood!	So	what	can	we	expect?	
The	Psalmist	understood.	“You	have	turned	for	me	my	mourning	into	dancing,”	
(Psalm	30:11).	God’s	intention	is	to	transform	our	scars.	They	will	no	longer	be	
the	burdens	they	are	to	us	now.	They	will	not	be	marks	of	shame	or	cause	the	
fear	and	hurt	they	do	now.	They	will	be	signs	of	God’s	power	to	restore,	to	take	
what	was	mourning	and	make	it	joy.	He	doesn’t	just	need	to	make	us	forget	
those	things	ever	happened.	He’ll	take	what	Satan	intended	for	evil	and	turn	it	
for	our	good.	That’s	victory.	That’s	restoration.	
	
October	26:	Psalm	31	
“I	hate	those	who	pay	regard	to	worthless	idols,	but	I	trust	in	the	Lord.”		
Psalm	31:6	
	



From	the	cross,	Jesus	cried	out	quoting	verse	5	of	this	Psalm;	“Into	your	hand	I	
commit	my	spirit.”	I	assumed	that	was	about	handing	over	his	spirit	to	God	
because	he	was	dying,	but	in	the	context	of	this	Psalm	we	can	see	a	much	more	
challenging	meaning.	The	very	next	verse	says,	“I	hate	those	who	pay	regard	to	
worthless	idols,	but	I	trust	in	the	Lord.”	The	psalmist	is	giving	us	an	idea	of	
what	it	means	to	commit	your	spirit	to	the	Lord.		
	
Each	of	us	faces	‘enemies.’	Those	might	be	people	around	us	seeking	to	
undercut	us,	or	demonic	forces	causing	us	to	sin.	Any	enemy	might	illicit	
hatred,	and	our	natural	reaction	is	to	take	action.	Whoever	or	whatever	is	in	
my	way,	I’m	going	to	work	to	overcome	them.	I’m	going	to	take	the	actions	
necessary	to	conquer.	Is	that	what	Jesus	did,	though?	Jesus’	enemy	sought	to	
murder	him	and	end	his	campaign	of	bringing	the	Kingdom	of	Heaven	to	earth.	
Did	Jesus	fight	back?	No.	Instead	he	surrendered	to	the	path	God	laid	before	
him.	That	included	his	torture	and	death.	That	included	him	assuming	guilt	for	
the	sins	of	all	mankind.	Jesus	entrusted	the	Father	with	his	life	and	didn’t	push	
back.	That	is	a	picture	of	committing	your	spirit	to	him.	That’s	real	trust	in	God.	
	
So	the	idea	is	that	we	shouldn’t	take	on	the	responsibility	of	conquering	our	
enemies.	We	are	not	in	charge	of	defeating	sinful	thoughts	and	actions	in	our	
lives.	Does	that	mean	we	are	completely	inactive?	No!	By	entrusting	my	spirit	
to	the	Lord,	I	commit	myself	to	only	take	the	steps	he	lays	before	me.	That	may	
mean	that	it	looks	like	I	lose	for	a	while,	but	I	know	that	ultimately	I	have	
victory.	Do	you	have	the	patience	to	lose	temporarily	knowing	that	the	
important	victory	is	already	won?	Are	you	able	to	pray	and	wait	while	you	
suffer,	or	are	you	more	inclined	to	act	independently?	Whose	power	drives	
those	actions?	Whose	power	are	you	depending	on?		
	
October	27:	Psalm	32	
“Let	everyone	who	is	godly	offer	prayer	to	you	at	a	time	when	you	may	be	found.”	
Psalm	32:6	
	
The	conviction	of	the	Lord	can	be	a	serious	burden.	We	all	respond	differently	
to	it,	but	for	each	of	us	there	is	an	effect.	Some	come	by	confession	easily.	They	
feel	conviction	and	can’t	stand	not	to	reveal	what’s	on	their	mind.	Some	waste	
away	under	the	weight	of	conviction,	too	afraid	to	let	their	sins	be	discovered	
or	acknowledged.	Some	harden	their	hearts	to	conviction,	slowly	losing	contact	



with	God’s	will	in	their	life.	Most	of	us	don’t	respond	in	just	one	way.	We’re	
complex	people,	and	each	situation	will	illicit	a	different	response.	
	
What	is	simple	is	that	confession	is	a	blessing	for	us.	We	are	forgiven	when	we	
confess.	The	Lord	counts	us	righteous,	completely	erasing	from	his	ledger	our	
debts.	When	we	confess	we	are	kept	from	further	separation	from	God	because	
of	our	secret	keeping.	Instead	we	are	free	to	turn	to	him	as	our	stronghold	
when	the	consequences	come,	and	he	will	keep	us	safe.		
	
Rejoice	that	our	God	is	the	kind	who	receives	our	confession	with	love.	He	is	
eager	to	forgive.	He	pursues	us	with	open	arms,	seeking	always	to	heal	our	
wounds	and	bless	us.	We	can	certainly	praise	him	for	that!	
	
October	28:	Daniel	7	
“And	the	kingdom	and	the	dominion	and	the	greatness	of	the	kingdoms	under	the	
whole	heaven	shall	be	given	to	the	people	of	the	saints	of	the	Most	High;	his	
kingdom	shall	be	an	everlasting	kingdom,	and	all	dominions	shall	serve	and	obey	
him.”	Daniel	7:27	
	
If	you	think	all	the	way	back	to	January,	you	can	remember	when	we	read	the	
first	6	chapters	of	Daniel,	the	chapters	that	cause	very	little	confusion	or	
controversy.	The	story	of	Daniel	in	the	lion’s	den	and	Shadrach,	Meshach,	and	
Abednego	are	simple	enough	that	we	teach	them	to	kids,	but	the	book	of	Daniel	
takes	a	sharp	turn	in	chapter	7.	It	seems	like	the	author	hit	his	head	very	hard	
between	writing	sessions!	Are	the	two	sections	related	at	all?	What’s	up	with	
this	vision	that	infects	the	rest	of	the	book?	
	
The	stories	in	the	first	half	of	Daniel	talk	about	how	God’s	people	are	carried	
away	and	abused	in	exile.	We	see	the	reign	of	powerful,	prideful	kings	who	
reject	God.	It	must	have	been	a	very	disheartening	time	for	Israel.	But	that’s	
precisely	the	place	of	need	for	the	vision	Daniel	has	in	chapter	7.	Think	about	
this	vision	in	the	way	a	child	would,	at	face	value.	4	beasts	come	out	of	the	sea,	
and	they	rule	and	destroy	everything	in	their	path.	Then	someone	called	the	
Most	High	comes	out	and	sits	on	a	throne,	and	there	is	an	open	throne	placed	
next	to	him.	The	good	news	is	that	none	of	those	beasts	are	allowed	to	sit	on	
the	throne	next	to	the	Most	High.	Instead	it	is	someone	new	called	the	Son	of	
Man.	All	the	beasts	are	destroyed	in	spite	of	their	power,	their	fearsomeness,	
or	their	greatness.		



	
This	is	a	message	of	hope	to	us.	There	will	be	great	and	evil	powers	throughout	
history,	but	the	Lord	Most	High	still	has	the	final	say.	He	has	proclaimed	that	
Jesus,	the	one	who	is	most	like	‘Man	as	he	was	created	to	be’	is	the	one	who	
will	be	seated	on	the	throne	next	to	him.	The	beastly	powers	of	evil	will	be	
defeated,	and	the	kingdom	of	the	Lord	will	extend	into	eternity.	So	stand	firm	
in	your	faith,	even	when	your	side	seems	completely	defeated.	The	Lord	Most	
High	is	still	in	control.	
	
October	29:	Daniel	8	
“His	power	shall	be	great-	but	not	by	his	own	power.”	Daniel	8:24	
	
Two	years	after	Daniel	7,	Daniel	records	a	second	vision.	This	one	has	very	
similar	material	to	the	first.	It’s	about	kings	and	kingdoms	who	will	come	and	
go.	They	will	have	immense	power.	They	will	do	great	and	terrible	things.	
Ultimately	they	will	be	defeated.	Verses	23-25,	though,	have	another	important	
reminder	for	us.		
	
Often	we	wonder	about	the	source	of	evil.	Where	does	it	come	from?	Why	does	
God	allow	it?	Is	God	evil	because	evil	exists?	The	Bible	never	explains	where	
evil	comes	from.	What	we	do	see,	though,	is	that	God	allows	humans	to	make	
choices,	evil	or	good.	He	has	laid	out	for	us	what	is	right	and	wrong	from	the	
beginning,	but	when	we	choose	the	wrong	he	doesn’t	rewind	the	tape	and	start	
us	all	over.	Instead	he	allows	the	consequences	of	our	evil	choices	to	unfold.	
Those	consequences	will	either	drive	us	back	into	the	arms	of	God	or	farther	
away,	and	again	the	choices	are	laid	out	for	us	in	Scripture.	
	
This	is	the	principle	at	work	in	Daniel	8:24.	The	evil	powers	that	will	rule	in	the	
years	to	come	will	not	be	doing	so	in	spite	of	God’s	will.	They	sit	on	their	
thrones	because	God	allows	it.	They	have	great	and	terrible	power	because	
God	allows	it.	They	are	the	consequences	of	our	choices	throughout	the	ages,	
and	their	evil	choices	will	either	drive	us	into	the	arms	of	the	Lord	or	away	
from	him.	His	authority	will	never	be	in	question.	What	is	in	question	is	how	
we	will	choose	to	respond.	Are	you	prepared	to	choose	what	is	right?	
	
October	30:	Daniel	9	
“For	we	do	not	present	our	pleas	before	you	because	of	our	righteousness,	but	
because	of	your	great	mercy.”	Daniel	9:18	



	
Even	with	assurances	of	the	visions	in	chapters	7	and	8,	Daniel	is	anxious	for	
the	exile	to	end.	God’s	people	have	been	in	captivity	for	a	long	time,	and	there’s	
no	end	in	sight.	Not	only	are	they	being	held,	but	as	we	have	seen,	they	are	
being	held	by	a	pagan	nation	with	no	fear	for	the	Lord.	What	a	trying	time	this	
must	have	been!	
	
Daniel’s	response	is	instructive	for	us.	Instead	of	praying	for	God	to	take	out	
their	enemies,	Daniel	seeks	mercy	for	the	sins	of	Israel	and	the	Lord	to	relent	
in	his	just	punishment	against	them.	He	admits	that	even	though	they	are	
currently	oppressed,	the	people	of	Israel	have	no	standing	before	the	Lord.	
They	are	the	chief	sinners	responsible	for	their	current	predicament.		
	
How	do	we	respond	to	a	pagan	culture	seeks	to	crush	out	our	identity?	We	lash	
out	in	anger.	We	condemn	their	sinfulness.	We	stand	before	the	Lord	pointing	
a	complaining	finger	back	at	them.	How	petulant	we	are!	We	are	so	willing	to	
ignore	the	log	in	our	own	eyes!	Instead	of	chiefly	desiring	that	we	be	
transformed	into	Christ’s	image,	we	want	others	to	be	punished	for	their	
shortcomings.	But	that	is	not	the	way	of	God’s	prophet,	Daniel.	He	seeks	
forgiveness	and	mercy.	And	how	does	the	Lord	respond?	There	is	no	instant	
cure,	but	Daniel	is	assured	again	that	God’s	people	will	see	the	Temple	restored	
and	a	Messiah	raised	up.	Verses	24-27	are	some	of	the	hardest	to	understand	
in	all	scripture,	but	the	Lord’s	point	is	clear.	Those	who	endure	by	faith	will	see	
his	grace	poured	out	extravagantly.	By	faith	today,	examine	yourself	and	beg	
for	mercy	from	a	just	God	who	is	seeking	to	shape	you	into	a	more	fitting	
reflection	of	his	own	glory.	
	
October	31:	Daniel	10	
“And	he	said,	“O	man	greatly	loved,	fear	not,	peace	be	with	you;	be	strong	and	of	
good	courage.”	And	as	he	spoke	to	me,	I	was	strengthened.”	Daniel	10:19	
	
Daniel’s	vision	in	chapter	10	is	one	of	the	most	odd	passages	in	scripture	for	
21st	century	readers,	but	if	we	understand	its	context	we	will	find	it	simple.	
There	is	(at	least)	one	heavenly	being	addressing	Daniel	in	this	chapter.	He	
talks	about	others	and	the	work	they	are	doing	on	behalf	of	Daniel	and	the	
other	Israelites.	Daniel	is	so	shaken	by	the	appearance	of	these	messengers	
that	he	constantly	seems	to	be	passing	in	and	out	of	consciousness.	Ultimately	



the	angelic	messengers	have	come	to	strengthen	and	encourage	Daniel.	They	
let	him	know	that	Persia	and	Greece	are	going	to	overtake	his	captors,	Babylon.		
	
Angels	like	Michael	and	Gabriel	are	things	that	we	might	acknowledge	as	real	
when	we	are	confronted	with	this	passage,	but	they	have	more	of	a	mythical	
status	in	our	casual	consideration.	They	are	like	the	ghostly	appearance	of	
Samuel	in	1	Samuel	28	or	the	dead	being	raised	after	Jesus’	death	in	Matthew	
27.	We	just	don’t	know	what	to	do	with	these	things.	It	would	be	easier	if	they	
weren’t	in	scripture.	
	
Some	truths	are	hard	to	accept,	but	you	can	walk	away	from	this	with	an	
important	idea.	The	Lord	is	fighting	on	your	behalf	all	the	time.	When	things	
feel	out	of	control	or	hopeless,	the	Lord	could	very	well	be	moving	in	powerful	
ways.	Daniel	had	been	in	exile	for	most	of	his	life,	and	it	would	be	easy	to	
assume	the	Lord	was	done	with	him.	But	clearly	that	is	not	the	case!	These	
angels	were	sent	to	strengthen	him	so	that	he	could	continue	to	serve	through	
a	difficult	situation.	How	are	you	being	called	to	serve?	Do	you	think	that	God	
might	be	moving	in	unseen	ways	to	aid	you?	Trust	in	his	timing.	Lean	on	his	
words,	and	you	will	be	strengthened	until	he	is	pleased	to	reveal	himself	to	
you.	
	
November	1:	Daniel	11	
“And	he	shall	pitch	his	palatial	tents	between	the	sea	and	the	glorious	holy	
mountain.	Yet	he	shall	come	to	his	end	with	none	to	help	him.”	Daniel	11:45	
	
The	heavenly	being	continues	his	revelation	to	Daniel	from	chapter	10.	He	
unfolds	more	of	history,	focusing	in	finally	on	a	king	of	the	north.	It	is	a	non-
descript	king,	and	even	looking	back	through	time	it	is	difficult	to	know	who	
this	is	referring	to.	Many	scholars	have	taken	to	the	understanding	that	this	
king	is	a	generic	representation	of	all	future	empires	and	strengths.	But	if	that	
is	the	truth,	what	does	it	tell	us?	
	
The	message	the	story	of	the	king	of	the	north	conveys	is	this:	kingdoms	come,	
and	kingdoms	go;	dictator	gives	way	to	dictator;	empire	falls	to	empire.	None	
of	these	earthly	powers	can	remain	because	each	one	devolves	into	violence	
and	rebellion	against	the	one	true	God.	That	invariably	leads	to	destruction.	
	
If	the	powers	of	the	day	are	not	covered	specifically	by	prophecies	in	the	Bible,	



we	can	rest	in	the	certainty	of	God’s	judgment.	Evil	powers	will	be	destroyed,	
often	foiled	by	their	own	misdeeds.	The	message	was	given	to	Daniel	to	
comfort	Israel	in	exile.	We	as	God’s	people	can	also	find	comfort	in	this	book.	
No	power	will	come	that	has	caught	God	off	guard.	No	tragedy	will	escape	his	
eye.	Psalm	56:8	says,	“You	have	kept	count	of	my	tossings,	put	my	tears	in	your	
bottle.	Are	they	not	in	your	book?”	Rest	in	his	arms.	Comfort	yourself	with	his	
promises.	
	
November	2:	Daniel	12	
“None	of	the	wicked	shall	understand,	but	those	who	are	wise	shall	understand.”	
Daniel	12:10	
	
As	Daniel’s	vision	comes	to	a	close,	it’s	clear	that	it	is	about	a	future	time.	The	
Lord	has	shown	to	Daniel	in	vague	terms	what	the	end	of	days	will	be	like.	
Those	counted	among	the	people	of	God	will	be	raised	to	glory,	and	those	who	
rebel	against	God	will	be	tormented	in	contempt	for	eternity.	But	all	of	this	still	
comes	with	some	confusion.	In	fact,	the	heavenly	being	commands	Daniel	to	
close	up	and	seal	the	revelation	because	its	time	has	not	yet	come.	Daniel	is	
confused.	When	will	all	this	happen?	Who	are	these	rulers?	Who	is	to	be	
glorified?	
	
The	Bible	is	a	book	that	is	filled	with	frustrations.	It	stubbornly	refuses	to	
answer	many	of	our	questions.	Like	Job,	we	assume	that	we	have	the	faculties	
to	understand	the	answers	God	might	give.	And	like	Job,	we	need	to	sit	down	
and	shut	our	mouths.	The	Lord	has	determined	the	outcome,	and	we	are	called	
to	trust.	In	due	time,	he	says,	those	who	trust	in	me	will	understand	all	things.	
At	the	day	he	has	designated,	our	eyes	will	be	opened.	Until	then,	do	you	have	
the	faith	to	trust	and	wait,	even	when	certain	questions	remain	unanswered?	
That	is	terrifying.	Imagine	you	live	in	the	time	between	the	end	of	the	Old	
Testament	and	the	beginning	of	the	New.	For	400	years	the	Lord	did	not	speak	
to	his	people	through	prophets	like	he	had	been.	They	waited	for	the	Messiah	
to	come,	but	nothing	happened.	
	
We	are	in	a	period	now	of	waiting.	We	eagerly	desire	for	the	Lord	to	return.	We	
want	to	see	evil	defeated.	We	want	to	be	glorified	to	glorify	the	Lord.	But	God	
has	us	in	a	holding	pattern.	“For	now	we	see	in	a	mirror	dimly,	but	then	face	to	
face,”	(1	Corinthians	13:12).	Will	your	faith	persist	until	then	despite	nagging	
confusion?	Rest	in	trust,	knowing	the	Lord	is	sure	to	keep	his	promises.	



	
November	3:	Psalm	46	
“There	is	a	river	whose	streams	make	glad	the	city	of	God.”	Psalm	46:4	
	
This	psalm	of	praise	focuses	on	the	refuge	God’s	people	take	in	his	presence.	
One	image	that	is	drawn	on	again	all	over	scripture	is	the	river	that	runs	
through	God’s	holy	city.	As	actual	rivers	provide	life	to	the	flora	and	fauna	
around	them,	this	symbolic	river	gives	life	to	God’s	good	creation.		
	
Its	first	appearance	is	in	the	Garden	of	Eden.	Genesis	2:10	talks	about	the	river	
that	flowed	out	of	Eden	and	fed	the	four	great	rivers	of	the	known	world.	This	
river	fed	all	life	in	the	Garden.	But	of	course	sin	separated	man	from	God	and	
from	this	life-giving	river.	For	centuries	Israel	longed	for	this	water.	In	chapter	
47	of	his	prophecy,	Ezekiel	sees	this	river	flowing	again	from	the	new	Temple	
of	the	Lord	that	would	come	when	his	people	were	restored	by	his	power.	The	
water	flows	into	the	wilderness	that	had	formed	because	of	sin,	and	it	gave	
vibrant	life	in	a	dead	land.	It	appears	again	in	Revelation	22	in	the	new	city	of	
Jerusalem.	It	flows	through	the	city	and	is	the	life-blood	of	the	people	there.		
	
Jesus	makes	clear	the	symbol	in	John	4.	Speaking	to	the	Samaritan	woman	at	
the	well,	he	says	that	she	seeks	after	water	that	will	quench	her	thirst	for	a	
while,	but	he	offers	water	that	will	give	eternal	life.	What	he	offers	is	the	
cleansing	flow	of	his	blood,	paying	for	our	sins	and	providing	living	water	for	
us	in	eternity.	This	is	the	river	that	feeds	God’s	people.	It	makes	us	glad	when	
we	are	in	need.	It	is	our	assurance	of	security.	It	is	what	we	hope	for	while	we	
wait	for	his	return.	
	
November	4:	Lamentations	1	
“Look,	O	Lord,	for	I	am	in	distress.”	Lamentations	1:20	
	
Lamentations	is	one	of	the	hardest	books	to	read	through	in	all	of	Scripture.	
Because	of	its	topic,	the	only	time	our	hearts	can	echo	its	message	are	the	times	
of	greatest	distress.	Lamentations	was	written	after	Babylon	had	carried	off	
almost	the	entire	population	of	Jerusalem	into	exile.	Israel	was	in	utter	defeat,	
and	her	greatest	city	was	in	ruins.	This	was	bad	news,	but	its	symbolism	meant	
worse	things	to	the	Israelites.	For	Jerusalem	to	be	destroyed	and	the	Temple	to	
be	profaned	meant	that	the	Lord	no	longer	dwelled	with	them.	Their	identity	
as	God’s	Chosen	People	centered	on	this	land	promised	to	Abraham	and	the	



very	presence	of	God	in	the	great	Temple	of	Solomon.	Now	God	clearly	had	left	
them	to	the	wolves.	Did	this	mean	he	had	abandoned	his	covenant?	What	
would	happen	to	Israel?	
	
It	is	interesting	that	throughout	this	chapter,	the	writer	complains	of	his	
distress	and	proclaims	that	he	has	no	one	to	hear	his	complaint.	He	
acknowledges	that	the	disposition	of	Israel	is	her	own	fault,	having	abandoned	
their	covenant	obligations.	But	still	he	lifts	his	voice	to	the	Lord	for	comfort!	
God	is	the	one	who	allows	this	to	happen,	but	he	is	still	Israel’s	only	resort.	
	
It’s	false	to	assume	that	every	time	we’re	in	distress,	God	is	the	agent	behind	
our	sorrow,	but	sometimes	he	is.	Sometimes	we	need	correction,	and	he	will	
organize	that	for	us.	Sometimes	our	distress	is	the	result	of	someone	else’s	sin.	
Whatever	the	source,	we	have	the	same	singular	option	for	comfort.	We	must	
practice	turning	to	the	Lord	in	all	circumstances,	but	especially	when	we	are	
facing	the	consequences	of	our	sins	against	him.	He	always	wants	us	to	seek	his	
face.	He	wants	to	be	our	comfort.	He	wants	us	to	rely	on	him,	especially	when	
we’re	hurt	and	broken.	Don’t	run	away	from	him	in	your	time	of	trouble.	Cling	
to	him.	His	covenant	with	you	in	Jesus’	blood	still	stands.	
	
November	5:	Jude	
“Have	mercy	on	those	who	doubt;	save	others	by	snatching	them	out	of	the	fire;	
to	others	show	mercy	with	fear.”	Jude	22-23	
	
What	is	the	chief	tool	for	an	evangelist	to	share	the	Gospel?	Jude	suggests	that	
at	least	one	of	the	key	components	is	mercy.	How	do	you	respond	to	those	who	
do	not	yet	trust	Jesus?	Sadly	our	social-media	culture	encourages	us	to	lash	out	
or	to	set	ourselves	in	unity	against	those	who	stand	outside	the	church.	This	is	
not	the	model	set	up	in	the	book	of	Jude.	We	are	to	demonstrate	mercy	and	
grace	to	those	who	do	not	yet	follow	Christ.	There	is	no	sin	they	have	
committed	or	currently	live	in	that	is	too	large	to	be	covered	by	the	blood	of	
Jesus.	
	
This	is	not	to	preach	lawlessness,	though.	In	fact	much	of	Jude	is	spent	
rejecting	corruption	and	evil,	but	the	rebukes	he	breathes	are	for	those	who	
already	claim	to	be	part	of	the	church.	“Certain	people	have	crept	in”	(v.	4).	The	
focus	of	righteous	wrath	is	for	those	who	are	already	among	us	that	reject	the	
Lord’s	calling.	Those	who	would	worship	alongside	us	or	teach	us	but	then	do	



not	live	according	to	God’s	command.	Hypocrisy	is	a	great	deal	more	serious	to	
Jude	than	doubting	God.	
	
We	shouldn’t	ignore	the	power	of	evil	that	reigns	outside	the	Body	of	Christ,	
but	we	should	take	care	with	how	we	respond	to	it.	Which	sin	draws	more	of	
your	indignation?	Which	receives	most	of	your	energy?	The	lost	are	easy	
targets	for	our	rejection,	and	we	are	often	blind	to	the	log	in	our	own	eye.	
Godly	mercy	is	much	more	difficult	to	grant	to	the	world,	and	self-examination	
requires	a	greater	deal	of	wisdom	than	condemning	the	other.	How	do	you	
live?	
	
November	6:	Lamentations	2	
“Your	prophets	have	seen	for	you	false	and	deceptive	visions;	they	have	not	
exposed	your	iniquity	to	restore	your	fortunes,	but	have	seen	for	you	oracles	that	
are	false	and	misleading.”	Lamentations	2:14	
	
The	Church	stands	at	odds	with	our	culture	in	many	ways,	and	most	of	it	is	
because	the	culture	seeks	to	glorify	self	instead	of	the	Lord.	But	have	you	ever	
considered	that	sometimes	they	are	in	the	right,	and	we	are	in	the	wrong?	Is	it	
possible	that	there	are	areas	where	we	have	built	strongholds	to	protect	
something	that	might	not	be	pure?	Are	there	areas	where	we,	like	Israel,	need	
to	be	called	out,	where	we	need	to	seek	repentance?	
	
We	want	to	reflect	God’s	glory	to	the	nations,	but	we’re	only	marginally	better	
at	it	than	Israel	was.	We	are	slow	to	recognize	our	own	faults,	and	we	try	to	
cover	up	our	hypocrisy	instead	of	admitting	it.	One	of	the	contributing	factors	
in	Israel’s	downfall	was	that	its	leaders	refused	to	confront	the	places	where	
they	had	abandoned	the	Lord’s	will.	Instead	they	proclaimed	that	‘All	is	well,	
Israel	should	expect	greater	wealth	and	blessing.’	
	
We	cannot	fall	into	the	same	sinful	slumber.	Our	enemy	has	great	cunning,	and	
he	waits	for	us	to	settle	into	false	security.	How	often	do	you	walk	away	from	a	
sermon	convicted	of	your	sinfulness	or	end	your	time	in	God’s	word	with	the	
sense	that	you	are	called	to	live	differently	today	than	you	did	yesterday?	This	
is	not	to	say	that	you	should	chase	after	a	sense	of	shame,	but	we	should	never	
become	complacent.	The	Lord	is	always	calling	us	to	continue	to	grow.	And	
here’s	the	kicker:	Sometimes	the	culture	will	be	the	tool	the	Lord	uses	to	
expose	our	blindspots!	When	they	lash	out	at	us,	it	will	often	be	based	on	false	



understandings	of	God	and	Man,	but	that	doesn’t	mean	we	can	close	our	ears	to	
them	every	time.	When	your	fellow	man	cries	out,	consider	his	words	
prayerfully.	Humbly	ask	the	Lord	to	use	you	to	heal	the	wounds	they	suffer	
from.	He	may	ask	you	to	reach	out	to	them	with	truth,	but	he	may	
simultaneously	require	you	to	change	your	walk	as	well.		
	
November	7:	1	Samuel	1	
“For	this	child	I	prayed,	and	the	Lord	has	granted	to	me	my	petition	that	I	made	
to	him.	Therefore	I	have	lent	him	to	the	Lord.	As	long	as	he	lives,	he	is	lent	to	the	
Lord.	And	he	worshiped	the	Lord	there.”	1	Samuel 	 1:27-28  	
		
Hannah	had	a	problem.	She	did	not	have	any	children,	and	in	a	culture	where	
children	were	a	sign	of	the	blessing	of	the	Lord,	she	desperately	wanted	to	see	
and	experience	God's	blessing	-	and	maybe	she	wanted	her	rival,	Peninnah,	to	
also	see	that	she	had	the	blessing	of	God.	
		
So	…	what	did	she	do?	She	prayed	and	asked	God	for	what	she	wanted.	Sounds	
simple	and	logical	right?	Yet	how	many	of	us	try	multiple	solutions	and	
remedies	and	plans	and	schemes	and	last	ditch	efforts	to	accomplish	what	we	
want	and	then	at	the	end	of	the	rope,	decide	to	include	God	in	the	mix?	When	
will	we	learn?	Ask	God	first.	
		
How	can	we	remember	to	ask	our	Heavenly	Father	first?	What's	the	key	to	
always	do	that?	A	strong	daily	prayer	life.	When	we	are	daily	praying	to	our	
Father	about	our	needs	and	wants,	we	won't	have	to	"remember.”	We'll	tell	
Him	in	the	normal,	natural	course	of	daily	conversation.	How's	your	daily	
prayer	life?	Need	to	get	more	consistent?		Need	to	start?	Need	to	get	back	on	
course?	It'll	be	worth	it.		
		
And	by	the	way	…	bug	Him.	Bug	Him	till	He	gives	it	or	gives	the	answer.	You	
might	even	try	to	bargain	like	Hannah	did.	(Just	remember	to	follow	through	
with	your	end	if	He	does	grant	it.)	If	you	read	the	chapter,	she	promised	that	
she	would	give	her	son	back	to	God	if	He	would	give	her	one.	He	gave	and	she	
held	up	her	end.	And	the	boy,	Samuel,	grew	into	a	great	prophet	of	God	who	
had	a	huge	role	in	the	institution	of	the	kings	of	Israel	and	consequently,	an	
important	role	in	the	ancestral	history	of	The	King.	
	
	



November	8:	1	Samuel	2	
“Indeed	the	Lord	visited	Hannah,	and	she	conceived	and	bore	three	sons	and	two	
daughters.	And	the	boy	Samuel	grew	in	the	presence	of	the	Lord.”	1	Samuel 	 2:21  	
		
In	light	of	the	devotion	from	yesterday,	let's	acknowledge	what	happened	and	
what	happens	when	we	ask	of	the	Lord,	strike	a	"bargain"	that	He	accepts,	and	
then	we	follow	through	with	our	end.	Hannah	asked	for	a	child,	received	one,	
and	then	gave	him	back	to	the	Lord.	What	did	the	Lord	do?	
		
He	was	gracious	to	Hannah.	He	gave	her	way	more	than	she	asked	by	blessing	
her	with	5	more	children!	This	is	a	very	common,	yet	surprising	characteristic	
of	our	God.	He	likes	to	bless	us.	Sometimes	He	blesses	us	despite	the	fact	that	
we	are	so	very	fickle	and	non-committal	over	the	long	haul.	We	also	tend	to	
forget	God	in	times	of	blessing,	and	ironically,	blessing	gives	us	a	reason	to	sit	
back	on	our	heels	and	think	that	we	even	deserve	the	time	of	blessing.	This	was	
the	pattern	with	the	children	of	Israel.	Blessing,	apathy,	judgment,	repentance.	
This	is	also	our	pattern.	
		
Has	God	been	good	to	you?	(Yes)	Continue	to	serve	and	hold	up	your	end	of	the	
bargain.	Are	you	apathetic?	Watch	out,	lest	you	fall	in	to	God's	rightful	place	to	
discipline	you.	Are	you	experiencing	God's	judgment	and	the	consequences	of	
your	sin?	Repent	and	turn	to	Him.	Are	you	in	a	period	of	repentance?	Count	on	
the	fact	that	God	can	and	will	restore	you	to	His	blessing.	It	may	not	fully	arrive	
until	you	get	to	heaven,	but	it's	coming	nevertheless.	
	
November	9:	1	Samuel	3	
“And	the	Lord	came	and	stood,	calling	as	at	other	times,	“Samuel!	Samuel!”	And	
Samuel	said,	“Speak,	for	your	servant	hears.”	1	Samuel 	 3:10     	
  
Have	you	ever	heard	God	call	your	name?	What	an	experience	Samuel	must	
have	had	hearing	God	call	his	name	-	yet	he	mistook	it	for	Eli.	What	does	this	
tell	us	about	Samuel's	experience	and	God's	voice	in	this	situation?	It	tells	us	
that	God's	voice,	at	least	in	this	case,	was	very	normal	…	not	the	booming,	
piercing	voice	we	see/hear	in	movies	and	sound	bites.	God	chose	in	this	
instance	to	call	in	a	voice	that	did	not	startle	or	scare	Samuel.	Why?	
		
Maybe	God	wanted	Samuel	to	search	a	little	bit	for	Him.	God	is	always	pursuing	
us	-	He	pursued	us	when	it	comes	to	our	salvation.	He	pursues	us	when	we	go	



astray.	He'll	pursue	us	in	one	sense	when	He	comes	back	again	and	calls	us	
home.	But	God	likes	for	us	to	pursue	HIM	as	well.	Our	heavenly	father	wants	us	
to	come	to	Him.	He	wants	us	to	search	Him	out.	He	wants	us	to	question	Him.	
He	wants	us	to	love	Him	with	our	actions	as	we	pursue	not	only	actions	that	
honor	Him,	but	as	we	pursue	Him.	
		
What	should	be	our	response	when	God	is	pursuing	us?	Samuel	provides	a	
good	example.	He	said,	"Speak,	for	your	servant	is	listening."	To	expound,	
Samuel	said,	"I'm	listening,	so	speak	to	me."	While	praying,	do	you	ever	listen	
for	God,	or	do	you	spend	the	whole	time	talking?		
		
Samuel	was	also	ready	to	act	on	whatever	God	instructed.	This	also	has	to	be	
our	proper	response.	When	we	listen,	if	we	listen	with	only	an	intent	to	
understand,	we	are	short	of	the	goal.	We	need	to	be	willing	to	act	on	whatever	
it	is	God	has	to	say.	To	know	God	is	to	obey	God.	
		
Be	willing	to	say	to	God	when	He	speaks	in	that	still	small	voice,	"Speak,	for	
your	servant	is	listening."	
	
November	10:	1	Samuel	7	
“Then	Samuel	took	a	stone	and	set	it	up	between	Mizpah	and	Shen	and	called	its	
name	Ebenezer,	for	he	said,	“Till	now	the	Lord	has	helped	us.”	1	Samuel	7:12	
	
The	phrase,	‘Here	I	raise	my	Ebenezer,’	comes	from	the	second	verse	of	the	
hymn,	“Come	Thou	Fount	of	Every	Blessing.”	Written	by	Robert	Robinson,	it	
stresses	the	joy	of	Christianity	and	the	Christian’s	need	to	rely	on	the	Lord.	
Robinson	chose	this	phrase	because	it	reminds	God’s	people	how	He	delivered	
Israel	from	danger.	
	
In	an	attempt	to	defeat	the	Philistines	in	battle,	the	Israelites	took	the	Ark	of	
the	Covenant	into	battle	with	them.	However,	the	Philistines	captured	the	Ark	
and	took	it	back	to	their	pagan	temple.	God	sent	plagues	upon	the	Philistines	
and	caused	the	idol	of	their	god	Dagon	to	fall	over	on	its	face.	Fearing	God,	the	
Philistines	sent	the	ark	back	to	the	Israelites	but	continued	to	fight.	As	prophet	
and	judge,	Samuel	offered	sacrifices	to	God,	so	that	when	the	Philistines	
approached,	God	thundered	with	a	great	thunder	(1	Samuel	7:10).	In	the	
confusion	that	followed,	the	Israelites	soundly	defeated	the	Philistines.	As	a	
reminder	of	the	great	victory	God	gave	to	Israel,	Samuel	took	a	great	stone	and	



raised	it	as	a	memorial	between	Mizpah	and	Shen.	He	named	it	Ebenezer,	
‘stone	of	help.’		Whenever	the	Israelites	looked	at	the	stone,	they	would	
remember	how	God	had	helped	them.		
	
When	we	sing	‘here	I	raise	my	Ebenezer,’	we	are	poetically	quoting	Samuel,	
who	raised	the	Ebenezer	stone	to	remind	the	Israelites	of	God’s	help	for	them	
in	their	time	of	trouble.	The	words	fit	well	with	the	sentiment	expressed	in	the	
hymn:	“Come	thou	fount	of	every	blessing,	tune	my	heart	to	sing	thy	grace;	
Streams	of	mercy	never	ceasing	call	for	songs	of	loudest	praise.	Teach	me	some	
melodious	sonnet	sung	by	flaming	tongues	above.	Praise	the	mount,	I’m	fixed	
upon	it,	mount	of	thy	redeeming	love.	Here	I	raise	my	Ebenezer,	hither	by	thy	
help	I’ve	come;	and	I	hope	by	thy	good	pleasure	safely	to	arrive	at	home.”	The	
words	of	the	hymn	remind	us	that	God	is	truly	the	fount	of	every	blessing	who	
deserves	our	worship	and	our	praise.	Although	the	words	‘here	I	raise	my	
Ebenezer’	sound	obscure	to	us,	they	do	express	the	sincere	attitude	of	
gratitude	we	should	have	toward	God	in	times	of	trouble.	
	
November	11:	1	Samuel	8	
“But	the	people	refused	to	obey	the	voice	of	Samuel.	And	they	said,	“No!	But	there	
shall	be	a	king	over	us,	that	we	also	may	be	like	all	the	nations,	and	that	our	king	
may	judge	us	and	go	out	before	us	and	fight	our	battles.”	1	Samuel	8:19-20	
	
This	devotional	could	be	written	with	the	title,	“The	Grass	is	Not	Always	
Greener	on	the	Other	Side.”	Samuel	has	grown	old,	so	he	assigns	his	sons	as	
judges	over	Israel.	Only	problem	was	they	weren’t	like	Samuel.	They	were	
dishonest,	given	to	bribes,	and	perverted	justice	among	the	people.	In	one	
sense,	the	Israelites	were	somewhat	justified	in	their	displeasure	of	wicked	
leadership,	especially	after	having	been	under	Samuel’s	trustworthy	hand	for	
so	many	years.			
	
Here	was	their	issue.	God	had	blessed	them	in	so	many	ways.	You	remember	in	
chapter	7	the	Ebenezer	that	was	built	by	Samuel.	That	altar	represented	how	
God	had	watched	over	His	people.	And	even	with	all	that	God	had	done	for	the	
people,	their	trust	and	dependency	was	not	on	God.	
	
The	Lord	tells	Samuel	that	he’ll	give	them	what	they	want.	And	that	will	not	be	
a	good	thing	for	the	Israelites.	In	Romans	1	we	see	that	same	thought	towards	
disobedience.	Romans	1	reminds	us	that	when	God	beckons	the	heart	of	man,	



and	man	constantly	turns	their	hearts	away	from	Him,	that	He	will	turn	us	over	
to	a	debased	mind	(verse	28),	and	not	only	those	who	practice	disobedience	
but	also	approve	of	other’s	disobedience.	The	ultimate	end	is	judgment	and	
death.			
	
Remaining	under	the	Lordship	of	Jesus	Christ	in	our	life	is	always	God’s	best	
for	our	lives.	Too	many	times	we	are	guilty	of	saying	‘if	only	I	had	a	better	job’,	
‘if	only	I	had	more	money’,	‘if	only	I	lived	in	a	different	place’,	‘if	only	my	spouse	
was	different’,	and	the	list	could	go	on	and	on.	The	Israelites	problem	was	they	
said,	‘if	only	we	had	a	king	like	all	the	other	nations.’	And	that	wasn’t	what	God	
desired	for	them.	Instead	of	trusting	God	in	the	midst	of	all	the	chaos,	they	
simply	said	things	would	be	different	if	their	circumstances	were	different.		
And	so	many	times,	God’s	desire	is	not	to	change	our	circumstances,	but	to	
change	US	in	the	midst	of	our	circumstances.	
	
November	12:	1	Samuel	9	
“Now	the	donkeys	of	Kish,	Saul’s	father,	were	lost.	So	Kish	said	to	Saul,	his	son,	
“Take	one	of	the	young	men	with	you,	and	arise,	go	and	look	for	the	donkeys.”		
1	Samuel	9:3	
	
God	opens	one	of	the	most	important	chapters	in	Israel’s	history	in	a	very	
unique	fashion.	He	sends	Saul	after	his	father’s	3	lost	donkeys!	God	was	about	
to	appoint	and	anoint	Saul	king	over	Israel,	so	he	sends	his	servant	Saul	out	to	
look	for	the	donkeys.	While	the	frustration	comes	because	they	can’t	find	the	
donkeys,	God	continues	to	guide	the	search	and	leads	him	to	Samuel.				
	
Isn’t	it	amazing	how	God	uses	the	mundane	circumstances	in	our	life?	So	many	
times	we	look	for	God	to	move	in	some	huge	and	thunderous	fashion,	and	no	
doubt	there	are	times	when	He	does.	Do	you	remember	when	Elijah	(I	Kings	
19)	needed	to	hear	from	the	Lord?	He	searched	in	the	earthquake,	the	fire,	the	
wind…and	God	did	not	speak	in	any	of	them,	but	it	was	in	the	‘still	small	voice’	
that	God	spoke	mightily.				
	
Here,	we	see	God	leading	in	the	normal	and	every	day	events	of	life.	We	learn	
about	Saul	in	this	chapter.	He	comes	from	a	family	where	his	dad,	Kish,	was	a	
mighty	man	with	great	power.	Saul	is	obviously	a	very	good	looking	guy	who	
had	a	stout	physique.	Samuel	was	looking	for	the	man	who	God	would	lead	him	
to	in	the	land	of	Zuph,	and	it	would	be	that	man	that	God	would	choose	to	be	



the	king.	God’s	hand	is	at	work	in	the	mundane	and	normal	circumstances	of	
Saul’s	life.	God	honored	Saul	by	giving	him	a	seat	of	honor	at	his	table.	And	this	
journey	began	when	Saul	was	out	looking	for	3	lost	donkeys.	We	must	never	
underestimate	the	sovereign	hand	of	God	working	in	our	midst,	even	when	it	
feels	like	all	we’re	doing	is	searching	for	lost	donkeys!	
	
November	13:	1	Samuel	10	
“When	he	turned	his	back	to	leave	Samuel,	God	gave	him	another	heart.	And	all	
these	signs	came	to	pass	that	day.”	1	Samuel	10:9	
	
Chapter	10	begins	with	the	anointing	of	Saul	in	secret	by	Samuel.	This	
anointing	was	symbolic	of	the	Holy	Spirit	touching	Saul	and	setting	his	life	
apart	for	God’s	exclusive	use.	Then	Saul	is	given	specific	instructions	on	how	
his	kingship	would	be	revealed	to	Israel.				
	
In	verse	9	we	read	that	“God	gave	him	another	heart.”	Notice	that	it	wasn’t	
Samuel	who	gave	him	a	new	heart.	It	was	God	who	gave	him	another	heart.	
And	the	literal	interpretation	here	is	that	‘God	changed	his	heart.’	
	
When	God	touches	our	life,	that	is	what	he	does	to	us;	he	changes	our	heart.		
We	don’t	see	any	signs	in	Saul’s	life	that	he	was	a	spiritual	man	or	that	he	was	
pursuing	the	Lord	before	this	time,	and	after	his	heart	was	changed	by	the	
Lord,	he	began	to	prophesy	in	ways	he’d	never	known	before.			
	
This	new	heart	was	a	gift	from	God.	Our	new	heart,	the	moment	we	are	saved,	
is	a	gift	from	God.	We	do	nothing	to	earn	it	and	we	do	nothing	to	deserve	it.	It’s	
freely	given	to	us.	No	one	can	give	it	but	God,	and	no	one	is	able	to	impute	that	
kind	of	change	on	another	individual.	It’s	the	Sovereign	hand	of	God	at	work.		
Ezekiel	36:26	reminds	us	that,	“I	will	give	you	a	new	heart	and	put	a	new	spirit	
in	you,	I	will	remove	from	you	your	heart	of	stone	and	give	to	you	a	heart	of	
flesh.”	
	
If	we	didn’t	know	the	rest	of	the	story,	we’d	assume	that	Saul	lived	happily	ever	
after.	But	we	know	the	story	of	Saul,	and	how	that	changed	heart	became	
calloused	because	of	his	jealousy	and	his	own	self-exaltation.	It’s	a	reminder	
that	our	changed	hearts	must	be	cultivated	by	the	Spirit	of	God	and	the	Word	
of	God	each	and	every	day.	Let’s	thank	God	today	for	a	changed	heart	and	pray	
that	our	hearts	remain	focused	on	Jesus,	by	knowing	Him	and	making	him	



known	to	the	world	through	our	lives.	
	
November	14:	Lamentations	3	
“The	steadfast	love	of	the	Lord	never	ceases,	his	mercies	never	come	to	an	end;	
they	are	new	every	morning;	great	is	your	faithfulness.	“The	Lord	is	my	portion,”	
says	my	soul,	“Therefore	I	will	hope	in	him.”	The	Lord	is	good	to	those	who	wait	
for	him,	to	the	soul	who	seeks	him.	It	is	good	that	one	should	wait	quietly	for	the	
salvation	of	the	Lord.”	Lamentations 	 3:22-26     	
		
First,	memorize	Lamentations	3:22-26.	Then	come	back	and	read	what	follows		
		
Done?	Good.	Let's	focus	on	the	last	phrase	of	the	passage,	"	…	it	is	good	to	wait	
quietly	for	the	salvation	of	the	LORD."	
		
Notice	what	is	characterized	as	good.	Waiting.	Waiting	is	not	an	activity	our	
culture	is	very	good	at	is	it?	Recently,	I	pulled	up	at	a	Taco	Bell,	and	there	were	
five	cars	in	line	in	front	of	me.	I	waited	for	less	than	a	minute	and	then	decided	
to	choose	another	fast	food	choice	(Wendy's).	At	Wendy's	I	was	second	in	line	
and	was	in	and	out	of	there	in	about	5	minutes.	It	probably	would	have	taken	5	
times	as	long	as	that	at	Taco	Bell.	And	let's	get	real,	20	minutes	longer	is	just	
too	much	to	deal	with	in	my	day.	I	mean,	20	minutes	is	an	eternity	right?	
(Baloney.)	
		
How	am	I	supposed	to	wait?	Quietly.	Really,	God?	A	20	minute,	QUIET	wait?	
Can't	do	it.	(Baloney.)		
	
What	is	at	the	end	of	the	wait?	Salvation.		
		
Okay,	now	I	get	it.	Waiting	is	a	part	of	growing.	Waiting	QUIETLY	is	a	part	of	
true	spiritual	development.	At	the	end	of	it	all,	God	is	waiting	for	me	with	His	
salvation	-	whether	it	be	in	the	course	of	this	life	or	whether	it	be	at	the	end	of	
this	life.	God	is	there	providing	my	salvation.	I	must	be	able	to	say,	"I	can	wait.	I	
can	quietly	wait."	
	
November	15:	Ezekiel	1	
“Such	was	the	appearance	of	the	likeness	of	the	glory	of	the	Lord.”	Ezekiel	1:28	
	
The	prophets	spoke	of	visions	that	seem	insane	to	us.	Ezekiel’s	prophecies	are	



arguably	the	strangest	of	all,	and	this	is	one	of	his	most	startling.	Chapter	one	
focuses	on	the	appearance	of	the	Lord	to	Ezekiel	at	the	beginning	of	his	
ministry.	Ezekiel	and	many	people	of	Israel	have	been	carried	into	exile,	and	
they	are	resting	by	a	riverbank.	Then	out	of	the	sky	appears	a	shining	storm	
cloud.	Within	that	cloud	are	these	angelic	being,	similar	to	those	in	other	
heavenly	visions.	They	have	many	faces	in	the	forms	of	different	animals.	They	
have	many	wings.	What’s	stranger	is	that	these	also	have	wheels	attached	to	
them.	And	above	all	this	is	the	throne	of	God.	What	Ezekiel	is	describing	is	the	
platform	on	which	the	throne	of	God	travels.	
	
One	of	the	important	markers	of	these	angels	is	that	they	always	move	in	a	
straight	line.	The	Spirit	of	God	directs	them,	and	wherever	he	sends	them,	they	
don’t	stray	even	a	little	from	his	path.	The	wheels	beneath	them	are	designed	
so	that	they	don’t	have	to	spend	any	time	or	energy	turning	one	direction	from	
another.	Whenever	God’s	Spirit	guides,	they	can	immediately	be	going	in	that	
direction	because	of	the	wheel	within	the	wheel.		
	
The	reason	this	is	significant	for	Ezekiel	to	notice	is	that	it	presents	a	contrast	
between	these	heavenly	beings	and	the	people	of	Israel	who	are	now	in	exile.	
The	design	and	behavior	of	these	angels	is	such	that	they	constantly	and	
consistently	obey	the	will	of	God.	They	convey	his	glory	throughout	the	whole	
earth,	wherever	he	desires.	Israel,	by	contrast,	was	designed	to	obey	God	and	
to	convey	his	glory	throughout	the	earth,	but	they	have	rejected	their	role.	
They	fought	against	their	design,	and	now	they	are	languishing	in	exile.	This	is	
an	image	of	condemnation,	a	mirror	that	reflects	the	ideal	that	Israel	should	be.	
Ezekiel,	and	we,	must	take	seriously	whatever	comes	next.	It	is	clearly	God’s	
response	to	his	people	in	exile.	
	
November	16:	Ezekiel	2	
“Whether	they	hear	or	refuse	to	hear	(for	they	are	a	rebellious	house)	they	will	
know	that	a	prophet	has	been	among	them.”	Ezekiel	2:5	
	
Ezekiel	is	being	called	to	share	the	word	of	God	with	Israel,	calling	them	back	
to	devotion	to	his	covenant.	Being	in	the	presence	of	the	Lord	is	clearly	a	
terrifying	thing	for	Ezekiel,	but	God’s	word	of	comfort	to	him	doesn’t	concern	
this	moment.	Instead	it	addresses	the	moments	to	come,	when	he	speaks	to	
Israel.	The	Lord	condemns	Israel	as	a	stubborn	people,	and	they	will	refuse	to	
hear	God’s	call	to	them	through	Ezekiel.	In	fact	it’s	likely	that	they	will	respond	



with	violence	and	hatred.	But	Ezekiel	shouldn’t	fear	them.	His	task	is	merely	to	
speak	what	God	gives	him	to	speak.	
	
We’re	called	to	be	a	kingdom	of	priests	to	the	world,	proclaiming	the	word	of	
God,	but	many	are	afraid	to	share.	One	reason	we’re	afraid	to	share	is	rejection.	
We	think	that	if	we	share	and	they	reject	us,	we	might	lose	that	relationship.	
Perhaps	we	are	afraid	that	if	they	reject	us,	we	will	have	failed	God	in	the	
mission	he	gave	us.	But	the	Lord	warns	against	this	kind	of	thinking	in	verse	5.	
It’s	not	up	to	us	to	bring	the	fruit.	Our	job	is	to	be	the	prophet,	crying	out	in	the	
wilderness.	If	we	have	spoken,	we	will	have	been	faithful	servants.	
	
Another	fear	that	silences	God’s	prophets	is	the	fear	of	not	knowing	what	to	
say.	Here	again,	the	Lord	has	provided	for	Ezekiel	and	us.	In	verses	8-10	he	
gives	Ezekiel	a	scroll	with	the	message	he	intends	for	Israel.	We	have	received	
our	words	through	the	Bible.	If	you	don’t	know	what	to	say	when	sharing	the	
gospel,	it’s	because	you	have	refused	to	take	in	the	word	of	God.	Ezekiel	
literally	eats	this	scroll	in	the	vision,	and	we	are	to	follow	suit,	symbolically	
eating	the	Bible,	taking	it	in	regularly	as	provision	for	our	life.	
	
When	we	fail	to	speak,	we	mimic	the	rebellion	of	the	world.	Instead	we	must	
speak.	“For	necessity	is	laid	upon	me.	Woe	to	me	if	I	do	not	preach	the	gospel,”	
(1	Corinthians	9:16).	
	
November	17:	Ezekiel	3	
“Behold,	I	have	made	your	face	as	hard	as	their	faces,	and	your	forehead	as	hard	
as	their	foreheads.”	Ezekiel	3:8	
	
Sometimes	when	we	think	about	serving	the	Lord,	we	get	worried	about	our	
equipment.	We	can	find	all	kinds	of	excuses	for	not	serving	in	who	we	are.	“I’m	
not	smart	enough	to	teach.”	“I	don’t	speak	well	under	pressure.”	“I	just	can’t	
put	the	right	words	together.”	These	were	Moses’	fear	when	God	called	him	to	
go	to	Egypt	in	Exodus	4.	Ezekiel	might	have	been	facing	similar	doubts,	but	the	
Lord	decided	to	head	him	off,	and	confronted	his	problem.	
	
Ezekiel	knew	the	people	God	was	sending	him	to	talk	to.	They	were	stubborn.	
There	has	never	been	a	culture	where	change	came	easily	to	the	people.	Plus	
people	have	always	thought	that	their	way	of	living	was	the	best	way,	and	
anyone	who	thought	otherwise	was	foolish	or	evil.	The	people	of	Israel	were	



no	different.	They	didn’t	want	to	change	because	change	is	hard.	Plus	they	
thought	their	way	of	living	was	just	fine,	and	any	prophet	who	said	different	
was	ostracized.		
	
How	do	you	feel	when	you	think	about	speaking	God’s	truth	to	other	people?	
Maybe	intimidated?	Maybe	frustrated?	‘They’re	stubborn,’	or	‘They’re	smarter	
than	me,	and	they’d	be	able	to	argue	their	way	out.’	Ezekiel	may	have	thought	
the	same	thing,	but	God	brings	up	the	fact	that	he	made	you	exactly	the	way	he	
made	them.	All	the	weaknesses	and	fears	in	you	are	there	in	other	people.	The	
issue	at	hand	isn’t	who	is	better	equipped,	but	whose	side	you’re	on.	The	Lord	
commends	Ezekiel	with	the	explanation,	‘I’m	sending	you	to	speak,	not	to	win.	
If	you	speak	and	someone	is	saved,	it’s	glory	to	you.	If	you	do	not	speak	and	
someone	is	lost,	it’s	shame	to	you,’	(vv.	16-21).		
	
God	has	made	all	people,	saved	or	lost.	God	is	the	one	whose	power	is	needed	
to	bring	in	the	lost,	but	he	has	chosen	to	work	through	you.	Don’t	quibble	with	
God	about	whether	or	not	you’ve	got	the	right	stuff.	He	does,	and	he	has	asked	
you	to	serve	him.	Stand	firm	because	he’s	standing	with	you.	
	
November	18:	Ezekiel	4	
“And	you	shall	eat	it	as	a	barley	cake,	baking	it	in	their	sight	on	human	dung.”	
Ezekiel	4:12	
	
Ezekiel	is	without	doubt	the	strangest	prophet	in	scripture.	God	asks	him	to	do	
a	lot	of	theatrical	demonstrations	of	how	judgment	will	come	against	Israel.	In	
this	chapter	God	commands	him	to	create	a	model	of	a	city	under	siege	and	lie	
on	his	side	for	weeks	while	proclaiming	the	fall	of	Judah	and	Israel.	He’s	to	do	
this	in	the	middle	of	the	town	so	everyone	can	see	and	hear.	While	he’s	doing	
this,	he	is	assigned	very	little	water	and	bread.	He	is	to	cook	his	bread	over	
burning	human	poop.		
	
What	would	you	do	if	God	asked	you	to	do	this?	Forget	how	terrible	it	would	be	
to	lie	on	your	side	for	weeks	and	eat	food	cooked	over	feces,	you	have	to	do	all	
that	in	front	of	everyone	you	know.	What’s	more	is	that	they’ll	hate	you	for	the	
things	you’re	saying!	You’re	preaching	condemnation	against	them	and	that	
destruction	is	on	their	doorstep.	What	an	awful	burden!	Could	you	carry	it	if	
the	Lord	commanded	you?	
	



Thankfully,	the	Lord	has	not	asked	us	to	do	these	particular	things,	but	he	does	
make	demands	on	our	lives	that	we	are	often	unwilling	to	submit	to.	The	life	of	
Jesus’	disciples	is	to	be	markedly	different.	It	shouldn’t	be	difficult	for	others	to	
tell	that	you	are	a	Christian.	But	that	can	be	intimidating	and	inconvenient.	
Raising	up	a	family	to	follow	Jesus	may	mean	using	technology	differently,	not	
being	available	for	sports	the	same	way,	scheduling	our	vacations	and	free	
time	differently.	Our	friends	and	neighbors	will	notice	these	things.	Sometimes	
they	will	be	frustrated	that	we	aren’t	available	to	do	things	with	them	or	their	
way.	Sometimes	they	will	ask	us	why	we	do	things	a	certain	way,	and	you	may	
find	it	embarrassing	to	go	against	the	grain.		
	
Submitting	to	the	lordship	of	Jesus	Christ	is	not	easy.	It	is	a	decision	that	we	
often	take	far	too	lightly.	Can	you	think	of	areas	in	your	life	where	you	have	
chosen	the	easier	path	or	the	less	embarrassing	path?	Repent	and	obey.		
November	19:	Ezekiel	5	
“She	has	rebelled	against	my	rules	by	doing	wickedness	more	than	the	nations,	
and	against	my	statutes	more	than	the	countries	all	around	her;	for	they	have	
rejected	my	rules	and	have	not	walked	in	my	statutes.”	Ezekiel	5:6	
	
This	passage	is	one	of	the	Old	Testament	passages	that,	when	taken	out	of	
context,	makes	people	think	the	Old	Testament	god	was	an	angry	god.	This	is	a	
fallacy.	The	Lord	is	the	same	throughout	scripture,	but	he	does	talk	a	lot	about	
his	wrath	and	anger	in	this	passage.	And	it’s	all	directed	at	what	are	supposed	
to	be	his	‘chosen	people.’	What’s	up	with	this?	
	
In	Romans	7	Paul	spends	a	lot	of	time	talking	about	how	being	under	the	Law	
simply	gives	the	sin	inside	us	definition.	Because	we	know	right	from	wrong,	
we	can	clearly	see	the	sinful	portions	of	our	souls.	But	instead	of	choosing	to	
reject	them,	we	cover	them	up	or	deny	them.	That’s	what	Israel	has	been	doing	
in	Ezekiel.	The	other	nations	around	them	are	plenty	evil.	History	is	clear	on	
that	point,	but	Israel’s	sins	stink	more	because	they	have	the	word	of	the	Lord.	
They	ought	to	know	better.	When	a	baby	wets	its	diaper,	you	don’t	get	angry	at	
it.	You	expect	that!	But	when	imagine	a	13	year	old	who	deliberately	wet	their	
pants	because	they	didn’t	feel	like	being	potty	trained.	It’s	absurd	on	it’s	face,	
but	that’s	the	reality	of	our	sin	versus	the	world’s.		
	
The	Lord	held	Israel	to	a	different	standard	because	they	had	the	Law.	When	
they	went	generations	refusing	to	obey,	of	course	they	had	earned	his	wrath.	



And	it	wasn’t	the	temper	tantrum	of	an	ignored	royal;	God’s	wrath	burns	
because	sin	damages	his	creation.	The	consequences	of	your	sin	and	mine	hurt	
the	people	around	us	as	much	as	ourselves.	God	looks	down	on	this	and	fumes	
on	behalf	of	the	victims	of	your	sin	and	mine.		
	
Israel	needed	to	hear	this	warning	and	repent,	but	they	didn’t.	You	certainly	
have	been	covered	by	Jesus’	grace,	so	your	sins	are	forgiven.	But	are	you	still	
living	in	those	soiled	trousers?	Are	you	refusing	to	follow	God’s	design	for	your	
life?	If	so,	you’re	missing	out	on	his	blessing	and	hurting	the	people	around	
you.	Hear	and	repent	today.	
	
November	20:	Lamentations	4	
“How	the	gold	has	grown	dim,	how	the	pure	gold	is	changed!”	Lamentations	4:1	
	
Part	of	the	poetry	of	Lamentations	is	to	compare	the	beauty	of	what	was	with	
the	horror	of	what	has	come.	The	rich	have	been	stripped	of	their	wealth.	The	
babies	are	starving	instead	of	being	lavished.	The	beautiful	architecture,	
clothing,	all	of	it	has	been	turned	to	ruin	because	of	the	peoples’	faithlessness.	
	
What	are	the	things	that	we	place	value	in	today.	Certainly	money	is	something	
we	crave.	We	work	more	hours,	as	a	society,	than	many	in	recent	memory.	We	
devote	ourselves	to	the	job	so	that	we	can	make	that	extra	dollar.	It	gets	us	the	
new	phone,	the	vacation	home,	the	nice	car.	We	want	more	beautiful	things	
around	us.	We	find	value	in	the	experiences	we’re	able	to	provide	for	our	kids.	
We	want	them	to	play	the	right	sports,	be	part	of	the	right	clubs,	make	the	right	
grades,	so	we	push	them	harder	and	take	them	farther.	We	value	our	
appearance,	both	physically	and	communally.	I	want	to	look	good,	and	I	want	
others	to	think	well	of	me.		
	
None	of	these	things	are	bad	in	and	of	themselves,	but	they	are	tempting	idols.	
They	offer	distraction	from	the	God	who	would	lead	us	to	real	beauty.	What	are	
you	passing	on	to	your	kids	about	what	is	right?	What	are	you	demonstrating	
to	the	world	is	your	God?	Are	you	more	passionate	about	the	calls	at	the	plate	
than	you	are	the	sermon	from	the	pulpit?	Is	what	your	boss	thinks	of	you	more	
important	than	your	commitment	to	your	family’s	spiritual	growth?	Examine	
your	heart.	The	Israelites	made	good	things	into	ultimate	things,	and	those	
ended	in	destruction.	Is	God	your	first	desire,	or	do	you	look	for	beauty	
somewhere	else?	



November	21:	Matthew	13	
“The	kingdom	of	heaven	is	like	treasure	hidden	in	a	field,	which	a	man	found	and	
covered	up.	Then	in	his	joy	he	goes	and	sells	all	that	he	has	and	buys	that	field.”	
Matthew 	 13:44     	
		
I	have	questions	for	you	…	think	seriously	on	each.	
• Who	are	you	working	for?	
• What	are	you	working	for?	
• What	is	the	true	value	of	the	work	you	are	doing?	
		
For	men	especially,	our	work	is	what	we	tend	to	associate	with	our	identity.	
Got	a	good	job?	Then	I	must	be	a	really	important	guy.	The	trick	comes	in	how	
we	define	good	when	it	comes	to	a	"good"	job.	
		
The	parable	in	Matthew	13	listed	above	is	a	short	but	powerful	parable.	
Basically,	the	meaning	is	very	simple	to	understand.	The	kingdom	of	heaven	is	
worth	all	the	effort	and	energy	you	have.	
		
Now,	I	get	it	…	you	must	have	a	job	that	makes	money	in	order	to	sustain	your	
family.	Understood.	However,	there	is	a	place	of	"work"	for	you	in	His	
Kingdom's	work,	and	only	you	can	do	it	as	He	has	prescribed.	If	only	one	
member	of	Auburn	Baptist	Church	is	not	fulfilling	his	or	her	role,	we	will	
undershoot	the	goal	that	God	has	for	us	as	a	church.	He	has	brought	each	
member	to	the	church	in	order	for	the	Church	to	be	edified	(built	up).	Each	
person	is	here	so	the	Church	can	do	its	assigned	work.	
		
You	(yes,	you)	have	a	place	of	service.	Call	it	your	ministry,	your	job,	your	role,	
your	niche,	your	assignment,	etc.	But	you	have	a	job	to	do	along	with	your	
normal	8	to	5.		
		
I'll	ask	again	…	
• Who	are	you	working	for?	
• What	are	you	working	for?	
• What	is	the	true	value	of	the	work	you	are	doing?	
	
November	22:	Matthew	14	
“Because	John	had	been	saying	to	him,	‘It	is	not	lawful	for	you	to	have	her.”	
Matthew	14:4	



	
Being	denied	the	title	of	king	by	the	emperor,	Herod	Antipas	was	only	a	
Tetrarch	ruler,	a	ruler	over	a	fourth	of	the	kingdom.	Herod	was	insecure	and	
dejected.	He	had	illegally	divorced	his	first	wife,	and	seduced	and	married	his	
brother’s	wife,	Herodias.	Herod	was	sinfully	selfish.	John	the	Baptist	was	
imprisoned	by	Herod	for	publicly,	boldly,	and	repeatedly	speaking	out	against	
Herod’s	sinful	entanglements.	Truth	be	known,	Herod	had	imprisoned	John	for	
the	sake	of	Herodias.	She	most	likely	requested	it,	Herod	feared	her,	and	so	her	
wish	was	his	command.	Herod	wanted	to	execute	John	earlier	because	he	knew	
John	was	a	righteous	man,	and	Herod	feared	his	influence.	On	the	other	hand,	
he	feared	the	opinion	of	the	multitude	and	the	creation	of	an	uprising	if	he	
were	to	do	so.			
	
In	exchange	for	dancing	at	his	birthday,	Herod	offered	his	wife’s	daughter,	
Salome,	anything	she	might	ask.	She	asked	for	John’s	head	on	a	platter.	Again,	
we	see	Herodias’	influence;	the	girl’s	request	had	been	prompted	by	her	
mother.	Planning	to	delay	John’s	execution,	this	caught	Herod	off	guard.		
However,	he	had	to	keep	his	oath	to	the	young	girl.	Herodias	knew	the	
situation	and	jumped	at	the	chance	to	pour	out	vengeance	against	God’s	man	
who	had	shamed	her	and	Herod.	Even	worse,	she	used	her	daughter	to	make	
the	move.	In	this	account,	Mathew	graphically	illustrates	his	principles	about	
the	dangers	of	lust,	divorce	and	oaths.	Evil	leaders	produce	a	conscienceless	
society.						
	
Christians	today	who	take	a	stand	against	the	ills	of	society	such	as	abortion,	
racism,	mass	shootings,	civil	rights,	human	rights,	on	and	on,	may	be	taking	a	
moral	stand	which	our	culture	of	today	interprets		as	political.	John	was	taking	
a	moral	stand	that	turned	political.	John’s	society	did	not	recognize	freedom	of	
speech.	Publicly	denouncing	a	ruler’s	character	was	essentially	suicidal.	Our	
faith	in	our	Lord	Jesus	leads	us	to	continual	standing	for	the	right	thing,	no	
matter	the	cost.	John’s	martyrdom	points	us	to	the	miraculous	event	that	
happened	on	the	old	rugged	cross.		
	
November	23:	Matthew	15	
“It	is	not	right	to	take	the	children’s	bread	and	throw	it	to	the	dogs.”	She	said,	
“Yes,	Lord,	yet	even	the	dogs	eat	the	crumbs	that	fall	from	their	masters’	table.”	
Then	Jesus	answered	her,	“O	woman,	great	is	your	faith!	Be	it	done	for	you	as	you	
desire.”	Matthew	15:26-28	



	
Here’s	another	story	where	the	cultural	context	gets	in	the	way	of	modern	
understanding!	Throughout	this	narrative	Jesus	seems	dismissive	to	this	
foreign	woman,	even	rude.	How	can	this	be	Jesus’	attitude?	Is	he	really	
unwilling	to	serve	her?	As	usual	the	context	gives	us	a	window	for	
understanding.	
	
First,	let’s	look	at	the	context	of	Jesus’	‘insult.’	In	verse	26	he	calls	her	a	dog.	
There	is	no	reading	of	this	that	makes	it	a	positive	association,	but	we	
shouldn’t	understand	it	as	the	vicious	dismissal	we	first	assume.	The	word	
Jesus	uses	is	not	associated	with	the	wild	dogs	that	were	a	pestilence	like	rats	
in	that	part	of	the	world.	He	used	a	word	that	specifically	referenced	pets.	He	is	
making	a	definite	distinction	in	importance	between	Israelites	and	Gentiles.	So	
he’s	not	being	quite	as	rude	as	we	might	assume,	but	what	do	we	make	of	this	
distinction?	Isn’t	the	ground	level	at	the	foot	of	the	cross?	
	
This	is	a	second	assumption	we	have	to	move	past	to	understand	this	portion.	
The	first	half	of	Matthew	15	is	a	heated	discussion	between	Jesus	and	the	
Jewish	leaders	about	the	right	understanding	of	the	law.	It	is	immediately	
followed	by	this	discussion	with	a	Canaanite	(read	‘evil’)	woman.	What’s	
difficult	for	us	to	understand	is	that	at	this	point	in	God’s	salvation	plan,	the	
priority	is	Israel.	The	Messiah	coming	is	a	fulfillment	of	God’s	covenant	with	
Abraham.	Israel	does	come	first	(Romans	1:16).	But	this	passage	challenges	
those	who	would	originally	receive	it	to	understand	that	God’s	heart	was	to	
eventually	bless	Gentiles	too.	
	
Jesus	tests	the	faith	of	this	woman	be	requiring	her	to	press	for	her	blessing.	
She	showed	that	her	faith	in	him,	and	in	God’s	promise,	was	genuine.	She	also	
proved	that	she	understood	that	God’s	intent	was	to	bless	the	whole	world	
through	Israel	(Genesis	12:3).	God	has	always	desired	for	his	chosen	people	
(you	and	me)	to	be	blessed	to	bless	others,	even	those	far	from	him.	Jesus	was	
showing	the	people	around	him	exactly	what	that	would	entail.	
	
November	24:	Matthew	16	
“How	is	it	that	you	fail	to	understand	that	I	did	not	speak	about	bread?	Beware	
the	leaven	of	the	Pharisees	and	Sadducees.”	Matthew	16:11	
	



Many	parents	feel	intimidated	by	the	responsibility	of	teaching	their	children	
about	the	Bible.	They	feel	they	lack	training,	and	when	they	do	share,	they’re	
not	sure	how	much	their	kids	are	really	getting.	This	is	totally	understandable.	
Kids	often	misunderstand	things	the	first	time	they	hear	them,	and	sometimes	
that’s	because	we	do	a	poor	job	of	communicating	them	clearly.	Unfortunately	
this	keeps	some	parents	from	ever	trying	to	do	it	at	all.	
	
It	should	be	comforting	to	us	that	Jesus	failed	many	times	in	reaching	his	
disciples	with	the	truth	on	the	first	teaching.	They	were	slow	learners.	Some	
didn’t	seem	to	understand	what	Jesus	was	doing	even	after	his	crucifixion.	
They	assumed	he	had	been	defeated,	and	that	his	kingdom	was	a	lie.	But	that	
did	not	stop	Jesus	from	presenting	them	with	the	truth.		
	
We	cannot	be	afraid	to	speak	big	truths	to	little	ears.	They	may	not	understand	
the	depth	of	it	at	first,	but	we	set	them	up	to	fail	later	if	we	don’t	reach	out	at	
the	beginning.	Their	brains	are	constantly	taking	in	information,	and	the	more	
times	we	pass	on	proper	information	and	guide	them	toward	good	
interpretation,	the	sooner	they	are	likely	to	get	it.	Think	of	the	first	time	you	
rode	a	bike	without	training	wheels.	You	probably	fell	over	the	first	few	times,	
but	eventually	you	figured	it	out.	What	if	your	parents	had	refused	to	give	you	
a	bike	until	you	were	an	adult	because	they	didn’t	want	you	to	fall	over?	You	
might	never	have	bothered	with	it.	Now	imagine	that	riding	a	bike	was	critical	
to	your	eternal	soul!	
	
But	this	isn’t	just	true	for	kids.	Some	of	us	are	afraid	to	approach	the	Bible	
because	we	don’t	get	it	the	first	time.	It’s	easier	to	just	leave	that	to	
‘professionals.’	That’s	not	what	God	intends	for	us.	There’s	a	time	in	every	
person’s	life	when	they	didn’t	understand	what	they	do	now,	but	with	time,	
effort,	and	prayer,	we	can	grow.	That’s	what	Jesus	gave	his	disciples,	and	that’s	
what	he	wants	for	us.	
	
November	25:	Matthew	17	
“And	behold,	there	appeared	to	them	Moses	and	Elijah,	talking	with	him.”	
Matthew	17:3	
	
The	Transfiguration	informs	the	way	we	understand	the	function	of	the	whole	
Bible.	On	this	mountain	Jesus	is	transformed	into	a	shining	figure,	but	
alongside	him	are	Moses	and	Elijah.	Moses	represents	the	Law	that	governed	



Israel	and	Yahweh’s	relationship.	He	was	the	mediator	before	God,	and	the	Law	
that	he	received	continued	to	dictate	that	connection.	Elijah	was	one	of	the	
most	powerful	prophets,	those	who	called	Israel	back	to	God	before	the	exile.	
He	is	known	for	the	miraculous	demonstrations	of	God’s	power	against	
rebellious	kings	and	foreign	powers.		
	
On	the	Mount	of	Transfiguration,	Jesus	is	placed	literally	in	conversation	with	
these	two	men.	He’s	set	as	an	equal,	a	modern	continuation	of	what	they	did.	
Jesus	doesn’t	represent	an	eradication	of	what	they	did	but	a	fulfillment.	He	
bears	out	in	his	life	the	Law.	He	also	lives,	dies,	and	is	resurrected	victoriously	
as	the	one	who	challenges	and	ultimately	defeats	the	evil	authorities	of	this	
world.	This	arrangement	seats	his	life	and	work	in	the	context	of	the	story	of	
Israel.	God’s	covenant	with	Abraham,	the	laws	handed	down	to	Moses,	the	
words	of	the	prophets,	these	stories	are	our	story	because	of	who	Jesus	is	
revealed	to	be	in	this	moment.	He	is	God’s	action	in	that	story,	so	we	cannot	
understand	Jesus	without	them.	
	
Because	we	must	understand	God’s	faithfulness	extending	back	to	Elijah	and	
Moses,	when	we	look	at	this	story,	our	own	faith	stands	on	firmer	ground.	Ours	
is	not	a	God	who	tried	two	or	three	failing	paths	to	salvation	before	finally	
throwing	up	his	hands	and	coming	to	earth.	God’s	plan	of	salvation	has	been	
set	and	unfolding	rightly	from	the	day	of	creation	to	now.	We	can	trust	him	
when	he	calls	us	to	step	forward,	even	when	the	step	leads	us	into	the	
unknown.	The	God	who	brought	Israel	out	of	Egypt,	into	the	desert,	and	finally	
into	the	Promised	Land	is	the	same	God	speaking	to	you	now.	Trust	his	voice	or	
face	the	same	end	that	Elijah	spoke	against	the	kings	in	rebellion.	
	
November	26:	Matthew	18	
“For	where	two	or	three	are	gathered	in	my	name,	there	am	I	among	them.”	
Matthew	18:20	
	
It’s	time	for	us	to	take	extra	caution	with	how	we	use	this	phrase!	For	a	long	
time,	this	verse	has	been	used	to	say	that	God’s	presence	is	with	us	in	a	
particular	way	when	we	gather	for	a	worship	service,	as	though	his	Holy	Spirit	
were	not	dwelling	within	us	fully	even	when	we’re	alone.	The	physical	
placement	of	God	is	not	what’s	in	view	here!	We	have	to	look	at	the	context	of	
this	verse	to	understand	what	Jesus	means	in	verse	20.	
	



Verse	20	is	the	end	of	a	discussion	Jesus	had	with	his	disciples	when	they	were	
arguing	who	among	them	was	the	greatest.	Jesus	responds	that	their	
competition	was	completely	wrongheaded.	Only	those	who	are	humble	like	a	
child	see	the	Kingdom	of	God,	and	those	who	would	engage	in	‘righteousness	
ranking’	ought	to	be	thrown	off	a	cliff	for	the	way	they	spoil	that	simple	trust.	
Salvation	is	not	about	being	better	than	someone	else.	Salvation	does	not	lead	
to	‘I’m	right,	and	they’re	wrong.’	In	fact,	Jesus	says,	any	argument	among	
believers	ought	to	end	in	deep	forgiveness.		
	
Jesus	lays	out	a	clear	model	for	how	conflict	between	people	can	be	solved,	and	
finally	comes	to	verses	19	and	20.	When	believers	are	working	together,	living	
in	humble	trust,	faithfully	pursuing	the	will	of	God,	they	are	demonstrating	the	
character	of	Jesus.	His	character	is	clearly	demonstrated	by	their	unity.	When	
they	love	one	another	whole-heartedly,	when	they	serve	each	other	diligently,	
when	they	pursue	God’s	righteousness	together	they	live	as	Jesus	did.	He	is	
among	them.	God	will	answer	their	prayers,	because	their	desires	align	with	
his	own	in	all	circumstances.		
	
This	verse	challenges	us.	It	calls	us	to	pure	love.	It	calls	us	to	acknowledge	
wrongdoing	and	forgive	it,	not	paper	over	or	ignore	hurts.	Real	love	doesn’t	
repress	hurt	so	that	I	can	view	myself	as	morally	superior	to	another.	Instead	it	
diligently	pursues	humility	and	forgiveness.	This	is	the	person	of	Jesus	inside	
you,	and	anything	less	is	sin.	Is	Jesus’	presence	expressed	through	your	life?	
	
November	27:	Matthew	19	
“Let	the	little	children	come	to	me	and	do	not	hinder	them,	for	to	such	belongs	the	
kingdom	of	heaven.”	Matthew	19:14	
	
Please	excuse	your	Children’s	Pastor	while	he	gets	on	his	soapbox	for	a	
moment.	Matthew	19	has	guided	the	ministry	of	the	church	for	centuries,	but	
it’s	worth	rehashing	every	now	and	then.	Children	were	important	to	Jesus.	
Children	had	(and	have)	very	low	social	standing.	Because	they	were	young	
and	uneducated,	they	were	held	out	of	important	discussions,	protected	from	
things	to	large	for	them.	But	Jesus	didn’t	want	kids	held	back	from	truth.	He	
knew	they	could	understand	more	than	their	parents	gave	them	credit	for.	But	
more	than	that,	he	wanted	their	parents	to	recognize	that	they	were	not	much	
wiser	than	their	children.	He	wanted	parents	to	see	the	simple	faith	of	children	
and	mimic	that.	



	
So	at	Auburn	and	churches	around	the	world,	we	put	an	emphasis	on	reaching	
children	with	the	truth	of	the	Gospel.	We	recognize	that	it’s	important	to	put	
them	on	sound	footing	while	they’re	young	so	that	when	they’re	old	they	will	
be	ready	for	the	challenges	that	come	their	way.	But	that’s	only	half	of	what	we	
mentioned	before!	The	other	half	is	the	effect	that	children	have	on	adults.	We	
know	that	by	spending	time	with	kids,	we	are	reminded	of	what	the	faith	Jesus	
desires	looks	like.	We	see	obedience	based	on	trust.	We	see	love	with	open	
arms.	It	is	important	that	we	be	influenced	by	kids	as	much	as	we	influence	
them!	
	
So	here	is	the	challenge:	Are	you	spending	enough	time	with	kids?	Are	you	
serving	around	kids?	If	you	do,	when	you	are	with	them	are	you	paying	
attention	to	who	they	are	and	how	they	think?	Do	you	know	how	to	turn	off	
work	or	problems	at	home	so	that	you	can	pay	attention	to	what’s	happening	
around	you?	There	is	growth	to	be	gained	when	you	serve	with	kids.	Jesus	
knew	that	was	truth.	Is	it	a	truth	you	are	willing	to	submit	to?	
	
November	28:	Matthew	20	
“Jesus	answered,	“You	do	not	know	what	you	are	asking.	Are	you	able	to	drink	the	
cup	that	I	am	to	drink?”	They	said	to	him,	“We	are	able.”	Matthew	20:22	
	
We	make	a	nasty	habit	of	acting	like	little	gods	once	we	have	settled	in	to	
“righteous”	living	for	a	while.	Once	we	get	our	feet	under	us,	knowing	the	rules,	
having	developed	a	routine,	we	become	confident	in	our	role.	We	even	set	
expectations	for	others	to	meet.	James	and	John	have	done	that	in	this	story,	
but	Jesus	tries	to	redirect	their	and	our	thoughts.	
	
Having	asked	to	be	honored	with	Jesus’	right	and	left	hand	in	the	Kingdom,	
they	ask	for	quite	a	bit.	They	think	they’ve	done	enough	work,	that	they	are	
close	enough	to	The	Man	that	they	have	earned	high	ranking	position	in	the	
government	to	come.	They	think	they	know	the	things	to	tell	others	to	do.	
They’ve	got	this	under	control.	
	
We	do	the	same	thing	in	our	prayers.	We	dictate	to	God	what	the	right	way	
forward	is.	We	ask	that	our	will	be	done.	We	seek	honor	among	ourselves	
because	our	way	is	best.	Boy,	do	our	hearts	need	adjusting!	Jesus	points	out	
that	his	disciples	will	suffer	like	him,	drinking	the	cup	of	God’s	wrath	on	behalf	



of	others.	They	also	should	seek	to	be	last	like	he	does,	honoring	others	along	
the	way.		
	
When	you	be	pray,	keep	a	watchful	eye	on	your	heart.	Job	had	to	learn	a	lesson	
about	how	much	greater	God’s	wisdom	is	than	ours.	We	need	the	same	
perspective.	He	is	the	creator.	He	is	the	only	one	that	is	good.	Seek	to	honor	his	
will	with	your	life.	Make	others	higher	than	yourself.	There	you	will	find	the	
blessing	of	being	in	Jesus’	Kingdom.	
	
November	29:	Lamentations	5	
“Restore	us	to	yourself,	O	Lord,	that	we	may	be	restored!”	Lamentations	5:21	
	
The	book	of	Lamentations	ends	at	just	the	right	time.	Just	when	you	can’t	drink	
in	any	more	sorrow,	it	comes	to	a	close.	But	the	Israelites	close	with	a	hint	of	
hope.	Their	position	is	hopeless.	They	are	ruled	by	slaves.	They	are	homeless	in	
their	home	land.	But	the	Lord	will	not	forget	them	forever!	He	can	still	provide	
salvation	at	any	moment	because	he	is	still	in	control.	
	
Perhaps	the	most	important	aspect	of	this	salvation	is	laid	out	in	verse	21.	
“Restore	us	to	yourself,	O	Lord,	that	we	may	be	restored!”	All	of	the	maladies	
listed	in	the	beginning	of	the	chapter	are	physical	problems.	Lack	of	food,	
enslavement,	dishonor,	these	are	all	things	that	we	might	lament.	We	might	cry	
out	to	God	and	ask	for	provision	or	the	defeat	of	our	enemies.	The	Israelites	
have	some	new	wisdom	though.	They	see	that	the	only	way	to	truly	be	restored	
is	to	be	restored	to	God.	Their	relationship	with	him	is	what	has	gone	awry	
here.	Reconnect	with	him,	and	all	these	other	things	will	be	put	in	their	rightful	
place.	
	
Is	that	your	attitude,	or	are	you	more	concerned	with	other	things?	Your	job	
might	be	important;	it	is	important	to	provide	for	your	family,	but	at	what	cost	
do	you	pursue	your	job?	Extracurricular	activities	are	important	for	kids;	they	
help	kids	learn	discipline	and	hard	work,	but	what	gets	left	out	of	the	schedule	
when	you	head	to	practice	every	night?	When	we	see	brokenness	in	our	
families,	we	know	that	the	thing	we	lack	is	the	most	important	thing,	a	right	
relationship	with	the	Lord.	Pursue	him	first.	There	may	be	times	when	we	
struggle	for	vacation,	extracurricular	activities,	maybe	even	food,	but	those	
problems	will	be	held	mild	in	the	context	of	the	supply	we	receive	from	God.	
	



November	30:	Malachi	1	
“Cursed	be	the	cheat	who	has	a	male	in	his	flock,	and	vows	it,	and	yet	sacrifices	to	
the	Lord	what	is	blemished.	For	I	am	a	great	King,	says	the	Lord	of	Hosts,	and	my	
name	will	be	feared	among	the	nations.”	Malachi	1:14	
	
Malachi’s	name	means	‘my	messenger.’	The	Lord	sent	him	to	bring	a	message.	
Malachi	was	written	in	the	last	days	before	the	first	coming	of	Jesus.	The	
Messiah	had	been	predicted,	the	time	of	His	coming	was	drawing	nearer,	yet	
the	people	remained	indifferent	with	what	looks	much	like	Phariseeism	that	
we	find	in	the	New	Testament.	Instead	of	the	people	being	excited,	they	were	
unfaithful,	indifferent,	and	to	use	the	Laodicean	language,	lukewarm	at	best.	In	
chapter	1	the	message	is	clear;	the	people	deny	God’s	love,	despise	His	name,	
defile	His	altar,	and	disregard	His	law.	Malachi	highlights	the	national	sins	of	
the	people.			
	
There	is	indeed	a	parallel	in	today’s	world	with	much	of	what	Malachi	is	saying.			
In	verse	14	we	see	that	Malachi	highlights	the	deceptive	sacrifice	by	pointing	
out	that	the	people	were	bringing	to	the	Lord	a	portion	of	sacrifice,	but	holding	
the	best	out	for	themselves.	Yet,	they	wanted	the	benefits	from	God	as	if	they	
had	given	the	best.		
	
In	other	words,	the	people	want	the	benefits	of	God’s	love.	They	want	Him	to	
heal,	provide,	and	do	well	towards	them.	They	want	the	benefits	of	being	a	
Christian,	but	put	forth	minimum	effort	on	their	end	as	it	relates	to	their	
commitment.			
	
The	fear	of	God	had	been	lost.	Following	Jesus	demands	every	part	of	us.	We	
can’t	just	give	him	a	portion	of	our	time	and	think	that	is	enough.	We	can’t	just	
give	him	a	portion	of	our	resources.	We	can’t	just	serve	him	with	small	
portions	and	call	it	sacrifice.	The	people	are	responding	to	God	in	chapter	1	
with	a	sense	of	sarcasm	and	a	spirit	of	indifference.	As	we	approach	God,	we	
must	do	so	with	pure	hearts	and	open	hands.		Matthew	6:33	reminds	us	to	
“Seek	first	the	kingdom	of	God	and	His	righteousness	and	all	these	[other]	
things	shall	be	added	unto	you.”	
	
December	1:	Malachi	2	
“If	you	will	not	listen,	if	you	will	not	take	it	to	heart	to	give	honor	to	my	name,	
says	the	Lord	of	hosts,	then	I	will	send	the	curse	upon	you	and	I	will	curse	your	



blessings.	Indeed,	I	have	already	cursed	them,	because	you	do	not	lay	it	to	heart.”	
Malachi	2:2	
	
Malachi	2	continues	the	treacherous	theme	of	chapter	1,	exposing	the	private	
and	public	spiritual	sins	of	the	nation	of	Israel.	In	other	words,	they	were	
taking	what	was	supposed	to	be	‘of	the	Lord’	and	making	it	something	that	
would	benefit	their	own	lifestyles.	So	Malachi	trumpets	this	perversion	of	
God’s	holy	things	in	the	first	2	chapters.	Chapter	2	deals	with	the	priests	who	
were	being	unfaithful	stewards	of	God’s	blessings	and	ends	with	their	
apathetic	approach	to	marriage.			
	
The	Lord	exposes	these	priests	by	comparing	them	to	Levi.	The	Lord	says	of	
Levi	that	he	feared	the	Lord	and	was	reverent.	He	was	a	man	who	knew	God’s	
word,	and	it	was	always	on	his	tongue.	He	was	also	a	man	who	walked	with	the	
Lord	in	peace	and	equity.				
	
He	then	exposes	their	teachings	and	views	related	to	marriage.	Marriage	is	to	
be	revered	as	holy.	Marriage	is	designed	to	be	a	reflection	of	our	relationship	
with	Jesus	Christ.	Marriage	is	a	good	thing	and	should	be	viewed	as	such	in	
society.	Most	of	all,	marriage	is	a	tool	that	helps	shape	how	we	bear	the	image	
of	Jesus	Christ	to	the	world.			
	
They	were	offering	a	sacrifice	to	God	at	the	same	altar	where	they	were	
offending	God.	And	if	we	believe	we	can	offer	to	God	in	one	breathe	a	sacrifice	
meant	to	honor	God	and	then	offend	God	in	the	next	breath,	we	are	mistaken.		
God	is	not	unaware	of	the	heart	of	man	and	the	intent	of	the	soul.	A	truly	
surrendered	heart	is	one	that	is	placed	completely	under	the	lordship	of	Jesus	
Christ.			
	
I’ve	often	heard	the	term	‘straddling	the	fence.’	What	is	meant	by	that	is	
someone	is	living	two	lives.	The	truth	is	there	is	no	fence.	You	are	either	for	
Him	or	against	Him.	It’s	100%	surrendered	or	0%	surrendered.	There	is	no	in	
between…	Let’s	give	him	everything.	He	is	worthy!	
	
December	2:	Malachi	3	
“He	will	sit	as	a	refiner	and	a	purifier	of	silver,	and	he	will	purify	the	sons	of	Levi	
and	refine	them	like	gold	and	silver,	and	they	will	bring	offerings	in	righteousness	
to	the	Lord.”	Malachi	3:3	



	
As	we	approach	the	holiness	of	God,	we	have	absolutely	nothing	to	offer	Him.	
The	first	2	chapters	of	Malachi	point	out	the	corruption	of	the	priesthood.	Now	
we	see	a	picture	of	2	messengers,	one	being	John	the	Baptist	who	prepares	the	
way	for	the	1st	coming	of	the	Lord	Jesus,	who	is	the	2nd	messenger.			
				
When	Jesus	entered	the	world,	we	went	from	hopeless	to	hopeful!	Jesus	Christ	
did	not	come	to	save	us	‘in	our	sins,’	but	to	save	us	‘from	our	sins.’	This	refining	
process	is	what	Jesus	does	in	the	lives	of	believers	as	he	reaches	into	the	pot	of	
our	lives	and	desires	to	remove	everything	that	keeps	us	from	looking	like	
himself!	That’s	what	refining	does.	It	purifies	us.		
	
Why	is	this	purification	important?	It	allows	us	to	offer	to	the	Lord	an	offering	
in	righteousness!	That	means	you	can	also	offer	an	offering	to	the	Lord	in	
unrighteousness!	His	desire	is	that	we	offer	our	offerings	with	the	right	heart.			
	
Our	offerings	include	many	things.	It	obviously	includes	our	tithe.	It	also	
includes	our	sacrifice	of	praise	and	worship.	It	includes	our	use	of	spiritual	
gifts	in	service	to	the	Lord.	Ultimately,	it	includes	every	area	of	our	life	offered	
for	his	exclusive	use.	We	are	his	instrument,	and	we	are	his	vessel.	And	his	
desire	is	we	offer	it	to	him	with	the	right	spirit	and	the	right	heart.	Verse	2	
reminds	us	that	we	could	never	stand	before	him	on	our	own,	and	the	best	we	
could	offer	him	would	only	lead	to	offerings	of	unrighteousness.	Let’s	offer	to	
him	a	worthy	sacrifice.			
	
December	3:	Malachi	4	
“For	you	who	fear	my	name,	the	sun	of	righteousness	shall	rise	with	healing	in	its	
wings.	You	shall	go	out	leaping	like	calves	from	the	stall.”	Malachi	4:2	
	
I’m	writing	this	devotional	the	week	of	the	Texas	church	shooting	at	FBC	of	
Sutherland	Springs,	Texas	where	26	people	were	murdered	during	an	
individual’s	Sunday	morning	rampage.	Our	hearts	break	because	this	is	a	tragic	
act	of	violence.	These	people	woke	up	and	simply	went	to	church	to	worship.	I	
have	to	admit	that	I	don’t	understand	it,	and	I	can’t	comprehend	why	someone	
would	want	to	do	something	so	hateful	to	another	person.				
	
Yet	the	Bible	tells	us	about	this	kind	of	evil	in	the	world	in	which	we	live.	This	
evil	exists	because	of	sin.	God	calls	us,	as	believers	in	his	word,	to	a	missionary	



status.	We	are	left	here	to	share	the	gospel	with	the	lost	world	in	this	day	of	
grace,	while	there	is	still	opportunity.	But	so	many	times,	like	this	evil	act,	it	
looks	as	if	evil	is	winning.			
	
But	we	need	to	be	reminded	that	victory	has	already	occurred	at	Calvary	on	
the	cross	when	Jesus	was	crucified,	buried,	and	arose	from	the	grave!	And	
there	is	coming	a	day	when	Jesus	will	make	all	things	right!	There’s	coming	a	
day	when	evil	will	be	extinguished	forevermore,	and	the	wicked	will	be	
trampled	underfoot.				
	
On	this	day	there	will	be	healing	in	His	wings.	And	the	Bible	says	we	will	go	out	
as	‘calves	that	have	been	stall	fed.’	In	other	words,	there	will	come	a	day	of	
intense	celebration.	So	many	times	we	feel	helpless.	We	feel	tied	up	in	the	stall,	
and	there’s	nothing	we	can	do	but	endure	this	life	and	its	pains	and	struggles.		
There	is	coming	a	day	when	the	halter	will	come	off!	The	gate	will	be	sprung	
open.	The	pasture	will	be	green	and	plush.	The	sun	of	righteousness	will	have	
arisen	and	trampled	out	every	evil	and	brought	final	judgment	to	all	the	
wrongs	in	this	world.				
	
My	friends,	this	is	a	day	that	I	long	for.	It’s	a	day	that	will	be	experienced	only	
by	those	who	‘fear	His	name.’	Have	you	trusted	in	Jesus	to	save	you	from	your	
sins?	
	
December	4:	Psalm	121	
“The	Lord	is	your	keeper;	the	Lord	is	your	shade	on	your	right	hand.	The	sun	shall	
not	strike	you	by	day,	nor	the	moon	by	night.”	Psalm	121:5-6	
	
This	famous	psalm	has	a	simple	message.	The	Lord	is	our	protector.	He	is	
always	watching	over	us.	We	don’t	need	to	look	to	any	other	power	for	our	joy	
or	salvation.	The	psalmist	uses	several	different	images	to	help	us	grasp	this	
relationship,	but	the	one	that	struck	me	most	is	in	verses	5	and	6.		
	
What	does	it	mean	that	the	Lord	is	the	shade	on	my	right	hand?	Is	it	a	good	
thing	that	the	sun’s	rays	won’t	touch	me?	Seems	a	bit	overbearing.	I	kind	of	like	
the	sun!	But	let’s	change	the	picture	in	our	head	a	little.	Instead	of	think	of	
yourself	as	you	are	now,	think	of	yourself	as	a	toddler,	just	learning	to	walk.	A	
good	parent	knows	that	it’s	important	for	their	child	to	try	things	out	for	
themselves,	but	as	the	child	takes	their	first	steps	their	parents	will	be	right	



behind	and	over	them.	They	know	that	baby	is	going	to	tumble	down	a	few	
times	before	they	really	get	the	hang	of	it.	That’s	the	Lord	with	us.	He	knows	
that	we	are	destined	for	righteous	living,	but	there	are	obstacles	in	our	way	
and	foolishness	in	our	heart.	We	will	stumble,	so	he	will	be	there	to	pick	us	up	
and	set	us	right.	
	
Another	way	to	think	about	it	is	a	child	on	their	first	2	wheel	bike.	They’re	still	
trying	to	find	their	balance,	so	mom	or	dad	is	pushing	the	seat	from	behind.	If	
the	kid	starts	to	lose	control,	their	parent	is	there	to	stabilize	the	situation.	
Again,	this	is	a	picture	of	God	watching	over	his	people.	He	is	nearby,	ready	to	
give	a	heavier	hand	in	leading	as	we	deal	with	the	troubles	of	life,	but	he	is	
anxious	to	see	us	live	rightly.	He	is	ready	to	let	go	of	the	seat	as	soon	as	we	
mature.		
	
The	Lord	is	with	you,	so	you	need	not	fear	the	new	challenges	you	face	or	the	
evil	you	encounter.	Step	forward	boldly.	He’s	able	to	keep	you	in	all	
circumstances.	
	
December	5:	2	Samuel	1	
“You	mountains	of	Gilboa,	let	there	be	no	dew	or	rain	upon	you,	nor	fields	of	
offerings!	For	there	the	shield	of	the	mighty	was	defiled,	the	shield	of	Saul,	not	
anointed	with	oil.”	2	Samuel	1:21	
	
How	do	you	feel	about	lost	people?	How	do	you	feel	about	Donald	Trump	or	
Hillary	Clinton?	How	do	you	feel	about	drug	addicts,	thieves,	or	arsonists?	How	
do	you	feel	about	NFL	players	who	don’t	stand	during	the	National	Anthem?	
How	do	you	feel	about	the	people	in	your	office?	How	do	you	feel	about	Kermit	
Gosnell,	the	doctor	convicted	of	murdering	3	babies	during	live	abortions?	
Some	of	these	people	have	earned	outrage.	Some	of	these	people	have	earned	
scorn.	Some	of	these	people	have	earned	hatred.		
	
How	do	you	think	David	should	have	felt	about	Saul?	Saul	was	a	drunk.	He	was	
a	king	who	led	God’s	people	into	sin.	He	tried	to	have	David	killed	several	
times.	He	hunted	David	down	like	an	animal	and	forced	him	into	exile.	His	
actions	separated	David	from	his	dearest	friend,	Jonathan.	Saul	had	earned	
David’s	hatred.	
	



We	tell	the	story	often	of	how	David	had	an	opportunity	to	murder	Saul	one	
day	in	a	cave	but	didn’t.	He	demonstrated	mercy!	He	is	a	man	after	God’s	own	
heart.	It’s	true	that	mercy	is	what	God	gives	us,	and	that’s	what	David	gave	
Saul.	But	that’s	not	all	that	David	and	God	gave.	They	gave	love	in	the	face	of	
hatred.	
	
Saul	hated	David,	but	when	Saul	died	David	was	utterly	heartbroken.	This	man	
had	been	God’s	chosen	king,	and	to	see	his	shield	(the	representation	of	his	
identity	and	his	reign)	defeated	in	battle	crushed	David’s	joy.	That	is	the	
response	of	love.	When	we	reject	God,	when	we	spit	in	his	face,	when	we	make	
a	mockery	of	his	son’s	sacrifice,	he	loves	us	and	pursues	us	with	grace,	mercy,	
abundant	blessing	and	life!	
	
How	do	you	feel	about	others?		
	
December	6:	2	Samuel	2	
“But	Abner	the	son	of	Ner,	commander	of	Saul’s	army,	took	Ish-bosheth	the	son	of	
Saul	and	brought	him	over	to	Mahanaim,	and	he	made	him	king	over	Gilead	and	
the	Ashurites	and	Jezreel	and	Ephraim	and	Benjamin	and	all	Israel.”		
2	Samuel	2:8-9	
	
Looking	back	it	seems	very	strange	to	us	that	most	of	the	people	of	Israel	
would	reject	David	as	king	for	2	years.	We	know	that	he	will	prove	to	be	
Israel’s	greatest	king	and	a	man	after	God’s	own	heart.	For	David,	who	had	
been	anointed	as	the	next	king	by	Samuel,	and	whose	best	friend	and	fiercest	
enemy	had	both	just	been	killed,	it	must	have	been	a	very	trying	time.	
	
David	was	going	to	have	to	wait	to	see	God’s	plan	unfold	completely	in	his	life.	
There	were	fits	and	starts	he	had	to	wade	through	to	get	to	the	full	blessing	
God	intended.		
	
When	we	face	those	same	kind	of	challenges,	we	must	persist	in	faith.	We	
cannot	possibly	understand	the	full	scope	of	the	situation.	God’s	wisdom	so	far	
outweighs	our	own,	and	his	plan	is	not	thwarted	even	when	it	seems	the	
details	are	not	unfolding	the	way	we	think	they	should.	Trust	in	the	Lord.	His	
plan	never	fails.		
	
	



December	7:	2	Samuel	5	
“And	David	became	greater	and	greater,	for	the	Lord,	the	God	of	hosts,	was	with	
him.”	2	Samuel	5:10	
	
Yesterday	we	saw	that	David	had	to	wait	for	the	blessing	of	the	Lord	to	come	
fully,	but	in	chapter	5	it	does	finally	come.	Those	who	had	rejected	him	before	
now	recognize	God’s	anointing	on	him.	David	is	given	several	more	military	
victories,	and	is	able	to	make	Jerusalem	his	capital.	It’s	called	the	City	of	David	
because	of	his	greatness.	Foreign	kings	begin	to	recognize	David’s	greatness	as	
well,	sending	him	treasures	and	resources.	The	Philistines,	Israel’s	chief	rival,	
are	sent	packing	in	utter	defeat.	David	is	Israel’s	great	king,	the	one	they’ve	
been	hoping	for!	
	
All	of	this	is	not	because	of	David.	David	became	great	because	the	Lord	was	
with	him.	He	was	on	the	side	of	Yahweh,	so	he	was	bound	to	victory.	It’s	easy	
for	us	to	get	distracted	by	our	victories.	When	we	receive	salvation	through	
Jesus,	it’s	easy	for	us	to	forget	that	God	intends	for	us	to	be	daily	transformed	
further.	When	we	are	blessed	with	a	health	or	wealth,	we	are	lured	into	
assuming	we	deserve	those	things.	When	we	resolve	a	conflict	in	our	lives,	we	
breathe	a	sigh	of	relief	that	we	were	able	to	maneuver	through	those	difficult	
circumstances.	
	
To	some	degree	we	all	lose	sight	of	whose	victory	it	is	that	we’re	experiencing.	
David	does,	as	we	will	see	in	the	coming	chapters.	But	we	don’t	need	to	read	
the	Bible	to	see	that.	It	happens	daily	in	our	lives.	Just	study	yourself	and	your	
history	with	a	shrewd	eye.	It’s	not	hard	to	find	the	fingerprints	of	pride	on	your	
heart.	Proverbs	21:31	says,	“The	horse	is	made	ready	for	the	day	of	battle,	but	
the	victory	belongs	to	the	Lord.”	Pray	that	God	will	train	your	eyes	on	the	
cross,	a	reminder	to	us	that	we	are	completely	dependent	on	him	for	the	very	
breath	in	our	lungs.	There	is	no	step	forward,	no	matter	how	small,	that	we	
take	without	his	power.	When	we	forget	that,	we	invite	sin	back	in	to	make	a	
mess	of	our	lives.	
	
December	8:	2	Samuel	6	
“I	will	make	myself	more	contemptible	than	this,	and	I	will	be	abased	in	your	
eyes.”	2	Samuel	6:22	
	



How	do	you	participate	in	worship?	What	kind	of	emotion	do	you	have	in	the	
house	of	the	Lord?	Some	people	feel	the	best	way	to	honor	God	is	to	be	solemn.	
It’s	hard	to	critique	that,	but	that	is	not	the	example	set	by	David.		
	
David	gets	chastised	by	Saul’s	daughter	because	of	his	dancing	before	the	Lord.	
He	wasn’t	just	shuffling	a	bit	or	tapping	his	toe.	David	was	exerting	a	lot	of	
energy	into	his	dance.	He	was	getting	down!	But	when	he	was	confronted	
about	‘making	a	fool	of	himself,’	he	said	that	he	was	willing	to	do	even	more.	
	
David	was	filled	with	joy	that	the	Lord	had	deemed	it	right	to	dwell	in	
Jerusalem	alongside	his	people.	He	through	a	party	for	the	whole	city.	Is	that	
what	worship	is	like	for	you?	Or	is	more	of	a	ritual	that	we	do	because	it’s	
commanded?	Do	the	songs	we	sing	well	up	from	a	passion	that	is	already	
inside	you,	or	are	they	something	you	stand	through	because	it’s	tradition?	Are	
you	afraid	of	making	a	fool	of	yourself?	Do	you	think	it’s	dishonoring	to	God?	
	
It	seems	God	is	not	horrified	by	David	in	the	same	way	as	Michal.	Maybe	a	little	
passion	is	called	for	in	the	house	of	the	Lord.	Challenge	yourself	this	week	to	
express	the	same	love	for	God	that	you	do	for	hunting,	sports,	music,	movies,	
etc.	Maybe	you	don’t	feel	that	passion	for	him.	Ask	God	to	quicken	your	heart	
with	love	for	him,	but	then	prepare	to	experience	worship	in	a	different	way	
than	you	had	before.		
	
December	9:	2	Samuel	7	
“Your	house	and	your	kingdom	shall	be	made	sure	forever	before	me.	Your	throne	
shall	be	established	forever.”	2	Samuel	6:17	
	
If	you	could	boil	the	story	of	the	Bible	down	into	10	or	15	really	critical	turning	
points,	this	would	be	one	of	them.	Called	the	Davidic	covenant,	God	makes	a	
huge	promise	to	David.	Because	of	his	faithfulness,	David’s	house	will	reign	
over	God’s	people	forever.	That	is	an	unreal	thing!	Imagine	that	God	said	
something	that	would	be	particularly	true	for	just	your	family	for	eternity!		
	
But	we	know	because	of	Matthew	1	that	Jesus	is	the	way	that	is	carried	to	
fruition.	Even	through	the	exile,	David’s	family	holds	the	power	in	Israel.		
	



Revelation	tells	us	that	Jesus	will	reign	on	the	throne	for	all	eternity	in	the	New	
Jerusalem.	His	reign	will	be	of	peace	and	justice.	David	shows	us	these	things	
imperfectly,	but	Jesus	will	do	it	all	perfectly	without	end.		
	
It	is	amazing	to	see	how	God	unfolded	just	this	one	small	part	of	his	plan.	The	
story	of	Israel	in	the	scope	of	all	human	history	is	important,	but	it’s	just	a	tiny	
piece	of	what	God	has	orchestrated.	What	is	he	doing	in	your	life?	How	is	he	
leading	you	to	that	day	of	Restoration	and	Judgment?	Are	you	trusting	him	the	
way	he	has	earned?		
	
December	10:	2	Samuel	8	
“And	the	Lord	gave	victory	to	David	wherever	he	went.	So	David	reigned	over	all	
Israel.	And	David	administered	justice	and	equity	to	all	his	people.”		
2	Samuel	8:14-15	
	
It’s	a	worthy	question	for	us:	“What	kind	of	government	is	righteous?”	The	
government	that	the	man	after	God’s	own	heart	administered	was	just	and	
equitable	to	all	his	people.	Because	he	did	that,	God	blessed	him	richly	and	
expanded	the	kingdom.	So	how	do	we	establish	and	maintain	that	same	kind	of	
government	for	ourselves?	
	
Conservatives	would	say	that	justice	and	equity	comes	when	people	are	free	
from	the	oppressive	and	dim-witted	actions	of	centralized	government.	
Liberals	would	agree	that	freedom	is	good,	but	that	little	freedom	is	accorded	
the	poor	and	minority	when	they	don’t	have	nearly	the	independence	wealth	
brings.	
	
Both	sides	make	fair	and	serious	arguments.	It’s	important	that	we	understand	
the	value	of	each	perspective.	These	questions	are	not	as	easy	as	the	talking	
heads	on	TV	make	them	seem.	The	intricacies	of	governing	350	million	people	
are	mindboggling	for	even	the	most	informed	and	educated	voters.	
	
Perhaps	the	best	thing	we	can	walk	away	with	is	the	value	of	a	heart	that	
depends	on	the	Lord.	David	was	faithful	to	God,	and	God	gave	him	victory.	The	
victories	didn’t	come	because	David	had	the	right	party	affiliation.	David’s	will	
was	to	do	the	will	of	God.	God	is	always	for	his	own	will,	so	of	course	he	saw	it	
succeed.	We	need	leaders	whose	will	matches	the	will	of	the	Lord.	We	don’t	
need	self-aggrandizing	leaders.	We	don’t	need	power	hungry	people.	Pray	that	



the	Lord	would	send	us	righteous	men	and	women	to	administer	our	
government.	In	the	meantime,	pray	that	God	would	empower	our	government	
workers	to	faithful	stewardship,	and	be	grateful	that	the	burden	of	power	
doesn’t	fall	on	your	shoulders.	
	
December	11:	Psalm	40	
“Be	pleased,	O	Lord,	to	deliver	me!	O	Lord,	make	haste	to	help	me!”	Psalm	40:13	
	
In	this	Psalm,	David	says	that	"troubles	without	number"	surround	him,	"more	
than	the	hairs	of	[his]	head."	That's	a	lot	of	trouble.	Then	he	says	his	heart	fails	
within	him.	David	needs	saving	…	and	he	knows	it.	Let's	think	through	"saving"	
from	several	different	angles	and	then	focus	on	verse	13.	
		
First,	David	knows	he	needs	saving.	Here	in	the	south,	we	fight	against	a	very	
different	mind	set	when	it	comes	to	witnessing.	It's	almost	as	if	people	don't	
know	they	need	saving.	We	gotta	get	'em	lost	before	we	can	save	'em.	Knowing	
you’re	lost	is	the	first	step	to	salvation.	Otherwise,	we	just	keep	digging	a	
deeper	pit.	
		
Second,	we	need	to	ask	God	to	save	us.	That	seems	obvious,	but	there	are	many	
who	believe	that	their	salvation	has	nothing	to	do	with	choice	(free	will).	If	God	
ordained	it,	it'll	happen	according	to	their	belief	system.	The	Bible	clearly	
teaches	that	God	is	sovereign,	but	it	also	teaches	that	man	has	a	will	that	can	
accept	or	reject	God.	We	must	ask.	We	must	want.	We	must	surrender.	Then	
God	is	very	pleased	to	save	us.	
		
Thirdly,	(and	this	may	be	the	unexpected	angle)	I	really	hope	that	after	God	
saves	me,	He	was	pleased	that	He	did	it.	I	know	I'm	not	perfect,	but	I	hope	I	
make	Him	proud	more	than	I	make	Him	wish	He'd	have	never	listened	to	my	
cry	for	help.	I	hope	at	the	end	of	it	all,	He'll	be	pleased	that	He	saved	me.	
Christians,	is	God	pleased	that	He	saved	you?	
	
December	12:	Matthew	21	
“Truly	I	say	to	you,	the	tax	collectors	and	prostitutes	go	into	the	kingdom	of	God	
before	you.”	Matthew	21:31	
	



Jesus	has	a	question	for	you.	What	do	you	value	most?	What	do	you	look	for	
when	you	measure	to	quality	of	a	man?	By	what	standard	do	you	choose	your	
friends?	How	do	you	measure	your	own	quality?	
	
The	Pharisees	and	Sadducees	measured	the	external	factors,	how	someone	
abided	by	the	laws	laid	out	in	scripture	and	the	extra	laws	they	tacked	on	to	
make	sure	none	of	the	biblical	laws	were	broken.	Most	of	us	have	been	taught	
from	a	young	age	that	they	were	wrong	to	do	this.	We	acknowledge	that	it’s	
wrong	to	judge	a	book	by	its	cover.		
	
But	is	that	really	what	happens	in	our	hearts?	How	do	you	feel	when	someone	
shows	up	to	church	in	jeans	and	a	t-shirt	and	it	seems	like	they	haven’t	
showered	in	days?	Would	you	ever	allow	your	children	to	go	to	the	house	of	a	
drug	addict?	Have	you	ever	sat	down	to	a	meal	with	a	prostitute?		
	
We	know	the	right	thing	is	to	love	those	people,	but	we	want	to	be	able	to	love	
them	at	a	distance.	We	want	to	be	able	to	maintain	our	safe	and	sanitary	world,	
so	we	send	money	to	places	of	need.	The	bravest	among	us	will	go	ourselves,	
but	my	family	will	not	be	allowed	to	enter	those	dangerous	areas.		
	
There’s	some	logic	there,	but	is	that	how	Jesus	lived?	Did	he	avoid	sinners	to	
protect	himself	from	sinning?	Was	he	worried	about	his	reputation	among	the	
religious?	What	kind	of	love	do	we	show	when	we	do	that?	
	
December	13:	Matthew	22	
“For	many	are	called,	but	few	are	chosen.”	Matthew	22:14	
	
Yesterday	we	read	how	Jesus	challenged	the	religious	establishment’s	failure	
to	love	those	in	the	darkness.	As	the	conversation	continued,	he	pressed	them	
again	with	the	parable	of	the	wedding	feast.	Here	those	who	RSVP’d	in	the	
affirmative	refuse	to	attend	the	call	of	the	master.	Indeed	they	lie	to	or	kill	his	
sent	servants.		
	
Many	who	attend	church	assume	that	their	nominal	participation	is	all	that’s	
required.	Perhaps	they	even	prayed	a	prayer	they	assumed	would	serve	as	the	
magic	words	for	their	salvation.	However	when	the	Lord	calls	them	to	change	
or	to	act	they	refuse	or	ignore	his	call.		



Is	that	you?	How	do	you	respond	when	God	calls?	Have	you	heard	his	word	
challenge	your	status	quo	recently?	If	you	have,	how	did	you	respond?	If	you	
have	not,	do	you	assume	that	God	is	content	with	how	‘good’	you	are?	
Philippians	2:12	exhorts	us	to	work	out	our	salvation	daily	with	fear	and	
trembling.	That	means	we	should	never	assume	that	we	have	God’s	favor.	He	is	
always	calling	us	to	growth,	and	the	assurance	of	our	faith	is	the	constant	
transformation	brought	about	in	our	life	by	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	through	
God’s	word.		
	
If	you	find	yourself	in	the	camp	of	those	who	reject	the	call	of	the	Master,	don’t	
kid	yourself.	The	Lord	is	not	holding	you	a	spot	simply	because	you	do	some	
good	things.	That’s	not	what	salvation	is.	We	are	saved	when	we	commit	
ourselves	to	enslavement	to	his	will.	If	that’s	something	that	doesn’t	interest	
you,	the	Lord	is	prepared	to	give	you	over	to	the	lusts	of	your	heart	in	eternity.	
	
December	14:	Matthew	25	
“Watch	therefore,	for	you	know	neither	the	day	nor	the	hour.”	Matthew	25:13	
	
The	message	of	Matthew	25	is	unified	and	clear.	In	three	stories	Jesus	tells	his	
disciples	what	it	will	be	like	when	the	final	judgment	comes.	It	will	be	sudden,	
and	it	will	be	definitive.	We	need	to	be	ready!	
	
But	how	can	we	be	ready?	A	lot	of	times	we	are	tempted	to	simplify	its	
meaning	to	meet	our	expectations.	Southern	Baptists	put	a	heavy	emphasis	on	
evangelism,	so	when	we	think	about	being	ready	for	the	final	judgment,	we	
usually	think	about	making	sure	as	many	people	as	possible	hear	the	Gospel	
and	respond	in	faith.	Our	local	associations	count	and	announce	the	number	of	
baptisms	churches	have	every	year.	We	schedule	events	for	our	community	
where	we	share	the	Gospel.	We	spend	a	great	deal	of	money	supporting	
missions	work,	locally	and	globally.	These	are	all	good	things,	and	they	are	a	
part	of	what	it	means	to	be	ready	for	the	final	judgment.	
	
Because	we	spend	a	lot	of	our	focus	on	evangelism,	we	tend	to	be	weaker	than	
other	denominations	in	the	area	of	discipleship.	Our	message	is	often	so	heavy	
on	the	basic	truths	of	salvation	that	we	fail	to	dig	farther	in	to	how	the	Gospel	
will	daily	change	those	who	have	been	saved.	In	our	series	on	1	Corinthians,	
Brother	Jimmy	often	said	that	the	Gospel	changes	every	aspect	of	our	lives,	but	
do	you	really	live	accordingly?	



	
Discipleship	and	evangelism	aren’t	two	opposing	issues.	One	does	not	need	to	
supersede	the	other.	They	go	hand	in	hand!	As	we	spend	time	focusing	on	how	
our	mundane	lives	are	transformed	by	truth,	we	will	be	driven	by	love	to	the	
lost,	and	the	lost	will	have	no	doubt	that	we	have	been	changed	by	God!	Jesus’	
challenges	his	disciples	to	be	transformed	inwardly	while	reaching	outward.	It	
can’t	be	one	or	the	other	for	those	who	submit	to	his	lordship.	
	
December	15:	Matthew	26	
“The	disciples	did	as	Jesus	had	directed	them,	and	they	prepared	for	the	
Passover.”	Matthew	26:19	
	
As	was	customary	for	Jews,	the	disciples	and	Jesus	put	together	a	plan	so	they	
could	celebrate	Passover.	This	feast	was	instituted	to	remind	the	Israelites	of	
when	God	allowed	them	to	be	passed	over	by	the	Angel	of	Death	in	Israel.	The	
lamb	that	they	would	sacrifice	and	eat	every	year	gave	them	concrete	
reminders	that	someone	else’s	blood	paid	a	debt	on	their	behalf.	
	
It	is	no	coincidence	that	while	the	disciples	were	preparing	for	their	Passover	
celebration,	God	was	finalizing	his	own	preparations	for	the	greatest	Passover	
sacrifice,	the	final	sacrifice	that	would	ever	be	needed.	Jesus	would	be	
crucified,	his	blood	spilled	so	that	no	one	else	need	ever	surrender	their	life.	
These	preparations	had	been	in	the	works	since	Genesis	3.	There	God	told	
Adam	and	Eve	about	their	descendant	who	would	crush	the	head	of	the	snake,	
the	embodiment	of	evil.	But	in	the	process	of	defeating	evil,	he	himself	would	
be	killed	by	evil.		
	
Thousands	of	years	since	then,	Jesus	was	ready	to	do	what	he	had	been	tasked	
by	the	Father	for.	Thousands	of	years	later,	we	still	reap	the	benefits	of	the	love	
of	the	Father.	His	plans	never	fail,	and	his	love	is	for	you.		
	
December	16:	Matthew	27	
“When	morning	came,	all	the	chief	priests	and	the	elders	of	the	people	took	
counsel	against	Jesus	to	put	him	to	death.”	Matthew	27:1	
	
Chapter	27	should	be	read	completely	as	we	reflect	on	today’s	devotional.	The	
unfolding	of	what	occurred	on	the	cross	as	Jesus	Christ	was	crucified	should	



trigger	in	us	a	response.	As	a	matter	of	fact,	all	of	our	lives	are	determined	by	
what	we	do	in	response	to	the	cross.				
	
That	response	should	be	to	surrender	your	heart	to	Jesus.	This	means	that	we	
turn	from	our	sin	and	turn	to	the	Savior	in	repentance.	This	sacrifice,	so	
gracious	and	so	worthy,	is	a	free	gift	of	salvation	given	to	man	from	the	heart	of	
God.	As	cruel	as	the	cross	was,	it	became	God’s	instrument	to	redeem	man	
from	sin.	There	was	nothing	weak	about	the	cross.	And	yet	Jesus,	in	complete	
humility	and	with	a	servant	heart,	endured	the	agony	and	shame	meant	for	
each	of	us.	And	because	of	his	example	of	undeniable	strength,	today	we	can	
stand	forgiven	in	the	presence	of	a	Holy	God,	because	of	the	ransom	that	was	
paid	at	Calvary.			
	
Another	response	would	be	to	completely	give	ourselves	to	the	proclamation	
of	the	gospel.	The	gospel	is	the	greatest	news	to	the	world.	Many	people	know	
that	Jesus	died,	but	they	do	not	know	why!	They	don’t	understand	why	the	
cross	is	such	a	central	part	of	who	we	are.	So,	we	must	tell	them.			
	
The	cross	calls	us	to	respond.	We	must	respond	personally,	and	we	must	
respond	passionately.	The	cross	is	not	a	symbol	or	good	luck	charm	that	hangs	
around	our	neck.	The	cross	is	a	symbol	that	was	meant	to	bring	shame	upon	
Jesus.	Yet	God,	in	His	love	and	grace,	used	it	to	bring	salvation	to	the	heart	of	
man.	
	
December	17:	Matthew	28	
“Go	therefore	and	make	disciples	of	all	nations,	baptizing	them	in	the	name	of	the	
Father	and	of	the	Son	and	of	the	Holy	Spirit.”	Matthew	28:19	
	
Before	Jesus	ascended	into	heaven,	he	left	his	disciples	with	some	instructions.		
I	would	confidently	think	the	‘parting	words’	of	Jesus	would	be	significant.		
	
Many	times	when	someone	is	in	their	last	days,	the	things	most	precious	to	
their	heart	are	what	they	like	to	talk	about.	The	conversations	typically	turn	to	
family	and	friends.	Dying	parents	leave	lasting	words	to	children	that	they	
never	forget.	I	remember	a	friend	of	mine	who	was	dying	of	cancer	some	years	
ago.	His	parents	were	so	heart	broken.	Every	time	he	smiled	and	assured	his	
parents	that	he	was	‘ok’	and	they	would	be	‘ok’	was	such	a	blessing	for	those	
parents.	They	hung	on	every	word,	and	I’m	sure	still	cherish	those	words	to	



this	day.	My	friend	knew	the	struggle	his	parents	would	have,	and	that	his	
words	held	so	much	‘weight’	to	their	freedom	to	be	at	peace	with	his	death.		
			
The	lasting	words	of	the	Great	Commission	coupled	with	the	words	of	Jesus	at	
his	ascension	in	Acts	1,	gave	the	disciples	such	strength	to	continue	to	carry	on	
the	spread	of	the	gospel	to	the	known	world.	So	much	so	that	the	disciples	
literally	gave	their	lives	to	fulfill	the	mission	that	Jesus	left	them	with.			
	
These	words	were	not	only	significant	to	the	disciples,	but	they	are	the	
marching	orders	for	the	church	today.	It	should	be	the	driving	force	behind	
everything	we	do.	“As	you	go,”	make	disciples	by	baptizing	them	and	teaching	
them.	Everything	we	do,	individually	and	corporately	as	a	church,	should	have,	
as	its	foundation,	the	Great	Commission.	There’s	no	greater	mission,	and	
there’s	no	greater	message…	Jesus	saves!	
	
December	18:	Psalm	84	
“For	a	day	in	your	courts	is	better	than	a	thousand	elsewhere.”	Psalm	84:10	
	
Let’s	try	a	little	exercise.	Think	of	the	greatest	blessings	God	has	given	you;	it	
might	be	family,	health,	wealth,	skill,	purpose,	or	something	else.	What	is	that	
you	value	that	he’s	given	you?	Write	down	your	top	3	across	the	top	of	a	sheet	
of	paper.	Now,	underneath	each	one	of	these,	write	some	ways	that	sin	has	
corrupted	those	gifts.	Maybe	its	arguments	that	your	family	has	had,	or	ways	
that	a	coworker	has	let	you	down.	This	part’s	kind	of	a	bummer.	
	
But	now	let’s	turn	the	paper	over.	Write	down	the	same	three	blessings	across	
the	top	of	the	page,	and	this	time	write	down	how	those	negatives	might	have	
been	positive	instead.	If	it’s	an	argument	with	the	family,	consider	how	you	
might	have	resolved	the	issue	sooner,	or	consider	how	it	transformed	the	way	
your	family	might	operate	for	the	better.	Whatever	the	circumstances,	try	to	
imagine	a	positive	outcome	instead	of	the	negative	one.	Hopefully	this	list	is	
much	less	depressing!	
	
Now	we	can’t	wish	away	the	negative	things	in	our	life,	but	when	you	try	to	
imagine	what	it’s	like	to	be	in	the	courts	of	the	Lord,	you	have	to	imagine	the	
best	things	in	your	life	without	any	of	the	muck	of	sin.	Don’t	think	of	angels	
sitting	on	clouds	playing	harps.	Think	of	your	life	purely	devoted	to	healthy	
relationships	and	life-affirming	work.		



	
This	is	the	kind	of	thing	that	makes	the	psalmist	sing	and	even	faint	for	the	
presence	of	the	Lord.	His	good	gifts,	no	longer	sullied	by	our	sin,	will	be	our	
eternal	inheritance.	Lives	richly	living	out	his	love	and	glory,	enjoying	every	
blessing	of	creation!	That’s	something	worth	singing	about.	Carry	this	list	with	
you	to	church	Sunday.	If	you	find	yourself	needing	a	fresh	infusion	of	hope	to	
invigorate	your	worship,	consider	what	will	be	and	drink	in	the	joy	God	
intends	for	you.	
	
December	19:	Deuteronomy	4	
“Then	Moses	set	apart	three	cities	in	the	east	beyond	the	Jordan,	that	the	
manslayer	might	flee	there,	anyone	who	kills	his	neighbor	unintentionally,	
without	being	at	enmity	with	him	in	time	past;	he	may	flee	to	one	of	these	cities	
and	save	his	life.”	Deuteronomy	4:41-42	
	
Deuteronomy	is	one	long	sermon	from	Moses.	Right	before	he	is	going	to	die	
and	the	Israelites	will	go	into	the	Land,	Moses	reiterates	the	laws	that	have	
been	laid	down	by	the	Lord	for	them.	They	are	a	benefit	to	his	people,	not	a	
burden.	“What	great	nation	is	there	that	has	a	god	so	near	to	it	as	the	Lord	our	
God	is	to	us,”	(v.	7).	These	laws	will	allow	Israel	to	remain	near	their	Lord.	
These	guidelines	permit	deep,	intimate	relationship	with	the	Creator	of	all	
things.	
	
The	first	3	things	Moses	brings	up	are	telling.	Verses	15-31	are	a	reminder	for	
the	people	that	they	shouldn’t	create	idols	to	worship.	Moses	is	reminding	
them	who	they	are.	They	themselves	are	the	image	of	God,	so	they	shouldn’t	
distort	that	image	with	false	creations.	In	verses	32-40,	he	reminds	them	of	
who	God	is,	the	one	true	God.	There	is	no	other	God	to	worship.	
	
But	the	third	thing	that	Moses	brings	up	is	refuge	for	those	who	have	killed	
someone	unintentionally.	After	defining	the	relationship	between	God	and	
man,	the	first	way	that	the	law	defines	the	Israelites	is	a	law	of	mercy.	When	
there	is	an	accidental	death,	the	one	responsible	shouldn’t	die.	In	fact	the	
community	shouldn’t	even	be	torn	over	it.	There	is	a	place	where	he	can	go	and	
be	whole.	Both	parties	will	have	time	and	space	to	heal.	
	
What	a	beautiful	picture	about	who	God	wants	us	to	be.	We	are	to	be	a	people	
who	are	about	healing	and	mercy.	Our	message	for	the	world	is	not	primarily	



condemnation.	We	are	interested	in	conveying	the	grace	and	salvation	of	the	
Lord!	We	want	to	see	all	people	restored	to	the	dignity	of	intimate	relationship	
with	God.	Even	you,	even	me.	What	a	blessing	is	God’s	love	for	us!	
	
December	20:	Deuteronomy	5	
“Not	with	our	fathers	did	the	Lord	make	this	covenant,	but	with	us,	who	are	all	of	
us	here	alive	today.”	Deuteronomy	5:3	
	
There’s	something	funny	about	Deuteronomy	5:3.	Moses	is	wrong.	God’s	
covenant,	handed	down	to	Moses	at	Mt.	Sinai	was	made	with	the	fathers	of	
those	who	now	listened	to	his	sermon.	By	the	deliberate	will	of	the	Lord,	
almost	that	entire	generation	is	now	dead.	They	died	in	the	desert	because	
they	lacked	the	faith	that	the	Lord	would	bring	them	into	the	Promised	Land.	
Even	Moses	is	going	to	die	before	they	go	in.	So	what	can	he	possibly	mean	
here?	
	
Moses	means	that	God’s	covenant	is	not	to	one	generation	alone.	In	fact	we	are	
beneficiaries	of	his	covenant	promises	thousands	of	years	later!	God’s	promise	
to	Abraham	was	intended	to	apply	to	each	generation	that	would	follow.	
Century	after	century	the	Lord	keeps	his	word.	As	the	plan	unfolded,	we	came	
to	understand	how	he	does	it,	through	Jesus’	death	and	resurrection.	But	
because	the	Lord’s	word	is	unchanged,	his	expectations	for	us	remain	as	well.	
	
Verse	29	says,	“Oh	that	they	had	such	a	heart	as	this	always,	to	fear	me	and	to	
keep	all	my	commandments,	that	it	might	go	well	with	them	and	their	
descendants	forever!”	God	intends	for	each	generation	to	serve	him	as	Lord.	
And	as	far	as	each	generation	serves,	he	intends	to	bless	them	with	his	
Kingdom	living	in	the	here	and	now	until	the	proper	time	for	him	to	complete	
the	work	finally.		
	
When	you	read	the	Old	Testament,	you	can	be	sure	that	God’s	promises	are	for	
you	too.	You	are	the	object	of	his	love	that	reaches	through	all	time.	He	has	
been	working	millennia	to	ensure	that	his	relationship	with	you	is	secured.	Ask	
him	to	give	you	a	heart	to	fear	and	obey	him.	Then	you	can	be	assured	that	his	
blessings	are	secured	for	you.	
	
	
	



December	21:	Deuteronomy	6	
“That	you	may	fear	the	Lord	your	God,	you	and	your	son	and	your	son’s	son.”	
Deuteronomy	6:2	
	
Many	parents	are	tired	of	being	beat	over	the	head	with	Deuteronomy	6.	
Pastors	wear	verses	4-9	out.	They	spell	out	practical	steps	for	passing	on	our	
faith	to	the	next	generation.	But	why	is	it	such	a	challenge	for	us	to	do	that?	
Why	do	pastors	need	to	constantly	preach	the	importance	of	parental	guidance	
toward	faith?	Don’t	parents	want	the	best	for	their	kids?	Of	course!	What	
makes	this	so	difficult?	
	
The	biggest	obstacle	to	parents	passing	on	their	faith	is	often	that	they	feel	a	
deep	lack	in	themselves.	Whether	they	think	they	lack	faith	or	training,	they	
don’t	feel	up	to	the	task	of	guiding	their	kids	toward	the	Lord.	Deuteronomy	
does	train	us	well	to	train	up	our	kids.	It’s	no	more	complicated	than	centering	
the	experience	of	our	lives	on	how	God	is	working.	We	talk	about	it	around	
breakfast,	in	the	car	to	school,	after	the	game.	Every	situation	is	an	opportunity	
to	see	God	at	work.	
	
But	the	other	half	of	that	obstacle,	the	fear	that	I	don’t	have	the	kind	of	faith	I	
want	my	kids	to	have,	is	not	something	Deuteronomy	6	directly	addresses.	
How	do	I	lead	my	kid	to	a	deeper	faith	than	I	have	for	myself?	It’s	not	possible.	
But	that	is	often	the	point	where	many	parents	give	up.	They	either	entirely	
release	the	spiritual	development	of	their	kids	to	the	church	(a	BAD	plan)	or	
they	ignore	it	entirely.	Parents,	even	if	you	feel	you	lack	deep	faith,	God	has	
commanded	that	you	spend	time	and	energy	passing	on	what	you	have.	It	will	
also	drive	you	to	deepen	your	own	faith.	If	that	is	an	avenue	you	have	never	
been	willing	to	go	down,	maybe	you	need	to	honestly	assess	whether	you	have	
ever	really	submitted	yourself	to	God	at	all,	instead	living	a	‘good,	religious’	life.	
Your	child	will	hopefully	exceed	you	in	faithfulness,	but	your	leadership	is	
critical	in	their	life,	even	if	it	starts	off	weak	and	untrained.	Those	things	can	
grow	over	time	as	you	submit	to	the	Lord.		
	
December	22:	Deuteronomy	7	
“Know	therefore	that	the	Lord	your	God	is	God,	the	faithful	God	who	keeps	
covenant	and	steadfast	love	with	those	who	love	him	and	keep	his	
commandments,	to	a	thousand	generations,	and	repays	to	their	face	those	who	
hate	him,	by	destroying	them.	He	will	not	be	slack	with	one	who	hates	him.	He	



will	repay	him	to	his	face.	You	shall	therefore	be	careful	to	do	the	commandment	
and	the	statutes	and	the	rules	that	I	command	you	today.”	Deuteronomy	7:9-11	
	
One	problem	people	often	have	with	the	Old	Testament	is	that	God	seems	very	
angry	back	then.	He	was	brutal	against	his	enemies.	One	example	was	the	way	
the	Israelites	were	commanded	to	utterly	destroy	every	nation	that	was	in	the	
Promised	Land	before	them.	There	were	to	be	no	leftovers;	it	was	all	devoted	
to	destruction.	Why	did	those	people	deserve	that?		
	
Verses	9-11	tell	us	that	God’s	character	is	perfect.	He	keeps	his	promises.	He	is	
about	justice	for	the	victims	of	sin.	The	people	who	lived	in	the	land	before	had	
not	devoted	themselves	to	him,	and	their	sins	deserved	punishment.	What’s	
more	is	that	God	intended	for	this	Promised	Land	to	be	a	new	type	of	Eden.	It	
would	be	the	place	that	God	and	his	people	would	dwell,	and	even	the	
Israelites	would	need	the	sacrificial	system	to	keep	themselves	pure	enough	to	
stay.	Those	who	would	reject	him	and	his	commands	would	make	this	kind	of	
dwelling	impossible.	Also,	the	Israelites	would	be	tempted	to	intermingle	with	
them,	and	that	would	also	bring	about	impurity	among	his	chosen	people.		
	
God	is	not	bloodthirsty,	but	he	is	just.	He	wanted	to	dwell	with	his	creation,	but	
our	sin	prevents	that.	Israel	was	to	serve	as	an	intermediary	for	the	nations,	
and	giving	any	slack	would	have	caused	them	to	fail,	which	they	did.	God	
wanted	to	reestablish	his	connection	with	all	humanity,	his	prized	possession.	
But	to	do	that,	he	would	need	a	pure	people	to	demonstrate	his	glory	to	the	
nations.	
	
We	know	that	Israel	failed	and	that	Jesus	perfected	that	role.	He	showed	us	
what	righteousness,	justice,	and	love	bound	together	looked	like.	He	showed	us	
the	Father.	God	is	not,	and	has	never	been,	vindictive.	He	is	diligent	in	his	
pursuit	of	the	restoration	of	his	creation.	That	only	comes	through	his	will	
being	held	dear.	Thank	God	that	Jesus	was	able	to	bear	that	burden	for	us,	
because	we	fail	just	like	Israel!	
	
December	23:	Deuteronomy	8	
“Take	care	lest	you	forget	the	Lord	your	God	by	not	keeping	his	statutes,	which	I	
command	you	today.	“	Deuteronomy	8:11	
	



Technology	has	become	an	incredible	blessing,	but	also	proves	itself	a	curse	
every	now	and	then.	When	things	are	working	well,	we	have	amazing	power	to	
get	more	done	than	ever	before,	but	if	one	little	thing	happens	our	lives	seem	
chaotic.	When	the	power	goes	out,	it	means	no	internet	or	TV	or	phones	or	
refrigerators	or	ovens	or	washers	and	dryers.	When	the	car	breaks	down,	we	
are	dependent	on	others	to	get	around.	Some	people	feel	naked	if	they	
accidentally	get	out	of	the	house	without	their	cell	phone!		
	
It’s	easy	for	us	to	forget	how	much	we	depend	on	things.	We	count	on	stores	
being	open.	We	count	on	the	Post	Office	to	bring	us	mail.	Most	of	all	we	count	
on	God	to	keep	all	things	running	in	good	order.	But	because	these	things	are	
so	dependable,	we	forget	that	we	depend	on	them	at	all!	We	begin	to	think	that	
we	are	so	creative	and	productive	all	on	our	own.		
	
Moses	knew	that	was	how	the	human	heart	works,	so	he	wanted	to	make	one	
last	reminder	to	the	people	of	Israel	about	their	dependence	on	God.	They	
failed	to	keep	this	reminder,	and	we	do	too.	We	constantly	go	our	own	way	
assuming	that	we	aren’t	depending	on	God	to	animate	our	every	step.	You	and	
I	have	no	power	on	our	own.	We	have	no	wisdom	of	our	own.	We	have	no	
righteousness.	How	can	we	do	anything	but	respond	slavishly	to	the	Lord’s	
commands.	We	ought	to	be	like	puppies,	waiting	for	his	guidance	and	lavishing	
our	love	on	him	whenever	we	can.	God	is	so	good.	We	must	not	forget	his	
benevolence	toward	us.	
	
December	24:	Psalm	119	
“I	will	delight	in	your	statutes;	I	will	not	forget	your	word.”	Psalm	119:16	
	
The	longest	chapter	in	the	Bible	has	a	singular	focus,	our	love	for	the	word	of	
the	Lord.	Over	and	over	and	over	the	psalmist	sings	of	his	passion	for	God’s	
laws,	statutes,	word,	commands,	decrees,	precepts,	and	promises.	We	can	
understand	why	it	would	be	important	to	God	that	we	obey	his	word,	but	why	
is	it	important	that	we	“delight”	in	it?	Why	is	it	important	that	we	“love”	his	
law?		
	
When	we	think	of	God’s	law,	we	think	of	rules	and	guidelines.	We	think	about	
how	God	teaches	us	how	to	be	blessed	versus	being	damned.	But	is	that	why	
God	gave	his	law?	No!	When	we	read	Leviticus,	we	talked	about	how	God	gave	
the	law	so	that	Israel	would	know	his	character	and	so	they	could	convey	it	to	



the	rest	of	the	world.	The	Covenantal	Law	was	about	establishing	a	
relationship	between	God	and	creation.	
	
So	we	cherish	God’s	law	because	it	is	the	means	by	which	our	relationship	with	
him	is	defined!	Jesus’	work	on	the	cross	means	that	obedience	to	the	law	isn’t	
our	means	to	relationship	with	God,	but	it	still	helps	understand	his	holiness	
and	provides	us	boundaries	in	which	to	experience	the	blessings	he	intends	for	
us.	When	we	live	within	the	bounds	of	God’s	law,	we	function	as	we	were	
originally	designed.	We	don’t	harm	ourselves	and	others,	and	we	know	in	a	
concrete	way	who	our	God	is.	It’s	all	about	relationship,	the	loving	relationship	
among	God	and	his	people.		
	
So	we	can	passionately	love	God’s	word.	It	is	the	language	of	our	connection	to	
him.	So	we	have	spent	this	year	reading	through	his	word,	and	hopefully	it’s	a	
habit	that	continues	throughout	your	life!	
	
December	25:	Revelation	4	
“Come	up	here,	and	I	will	show	you	what	must	take	place	after	this.”		
Revelation	4:1	
	
Many	people	are	intimidated	by	the	book	of	Revelation,	even	many	pastors.	
There	is	so	much	in	this	book	that	requires	careful	interpretation.	There	is	a	
great	deal	of	cultural	context	and	many	historical	references	that	have	to	be	
weighed.	But	the	old	adage	comes	to	mind;	“How	do	you	eat	an	elephant?	One	
bite	at	a	time.”	
	
The	first	three	chapters	are,	perhaps,	the	easiest	to	deal	with.	John	receives	an	
angelic	messenger	who	passes	along	words	of	correction	and	commendation	
for	churches	across	Asia	Minor.	Included	in	each	of	these	messages	is	an	
encouragement	to	stand	firm	in	the	faith	in	the	face	of	persecution.	At	the	time	
Revelation	was	written,	the	Church	was	facing	a	great	deal	of	strife,	so	John’s	
words	are	fitting.	But	once	we	get	past	these	3	chapters,	we	often	lose	sight	of	
the	context.	Because	we	start	reading	about	end	times,	we	forget	that	this	is	a	
message	for	churches	facing	persecution.	We	must	not	do	that!	
	
The	heavenly	throne	room	and	each	vision	that	follows	is	meant	to	speak	to	the	
same	situation	that	the	first	3	chapters	do.	If	you	face	persecution,	do	you	think	
it	would	be	comforting	to	be	reminded	about	how	God	will	ultimately	be	



victorious	over	all	evil?	Of	course!	So	the	revelation	about	how	that	will	unfold	
is	intended	to	give	believers	hope	in	the	face	of	persecution.	The	primary	
purpose	of	Revelation	is	not	to	give	a	moment-by-moment	prophecy	of	exactly	
how	the	end	of	days	will	occur!	John	is	not	a	news	reporter	or	historian	of	our	
time,	nor	do	apocalyptic	writings	expect	to	convey	precise	accounts	of	future	
events.	The	symbols	and	events	that	are	revealed	in	this	book	are	true,	but	
they	are	only	that;	they	are	symbols	of	what	will	come,	and	they	are	meant	to	
give	us	hope	that	what	will	take	place	after	persecution	is	victory	and	
restoration.	
	
December	26:	Revelation	5	
“I	saw	a	Lamb	standing,	as	though	it	had	been	slain,	with	seven	horns	and	with	
seven	eyes.”	Revelation	5:6	
	
There	isn’t	a	New	Testament	book	that	references	the	Old	Testament	more	
than	Revelation.	It’s	to	be	expected	then	that	this	slain	lamb,	the	root	of	David,	
makes	his	entry	here.	John	is	shown	a	scroll	that	holds	the	judgment	of	God	
over	all	the	earth.	Everyone	mourns	because	none	of	them	are	worthy	to	open	
it,	but	then	this	lamb	appears.	He	looks	like	a	slaughtered	lamb,	like	the	ones	
sacrificed	in	the	Temple	to	cover	the	sins	of	Israelites.	It	is	evident	to	everyone	
present	that	he	is	worthy	to	open	the	scroll.	This	lamb	is	clearly	a	symbol	of	
Jesus.		
	
What	should	we	make	of	the	seven	horns	and	eyes?	That’s	pretty	fantastical.	
The	Bible	makes	great	use	of	symbolic	numbers,	and	Revelation	is	filled	with	
them.	7	is	symbolic	of	perfection.	(i.e.	Creation	was	perfected	in	7	days.	)	Eyes	
are	used	to	know	and	understand	what’s	happening,	and	these	are	described	
as	going	throughout	the	whole	world,	so	Jesus	has	perfect	knowledge	and	
understanding	of	what’s	going	on	in	the	whole	world.	That	would	prepare	him	
well	to	judge.	Horns	were	a	symbol	of	kingly	authority,	so	Jesus	has	perfect	
authority	to	judge	because	he	is	king	over	all	creation.	
	
This	revelation	causes	everyone	to	fall	down	and	worship	simultaneously.	It’s	a	
cacophony	of	praise	as	the	various	groups	lift	their	voices	together.	Think	
again	about	who	this	is	written	for.	How	great	is	it	for	the	persecuted	believers	
to	know	that	Jesus	has	the	understanding	and	authority	to	bring	God’s	
judgment	against	their	oppressors.	John	is	affirming	the	conclusions	of	his	



fellow	apostles.	Jesus	is	Lord	because	he	laid	down	his	life.	He	will	reign	in	
eternity,	protecting	the	just	rights	of	the	lowly,	you	and	I.	
	
December	27:	Revelation	7	
“These	are	the	ones	coming	out	of	the	great	tribulation.	They	have	washed	their	
robes	and	made	them	white	in	the	blood	of	the	Lamb.”	Revelation	7:14	
	
Some	have	thought	that	humans	are	moving	from	barbarism	to	utopia	over	the	
millennia.	Some	think	that	we	are	bringing	the	Kingdom	of	God	more	and	
more,	and	it	will	not	be	completed	until	humans	have	reached	a	certain	
milestone	of	righteousness	that	God	will	honor.	Revelation	7	doesn’t	really	
allow	us	to	assume	this.		
	
Revelation	tells	us	that	before	the	final	judgment,	there	will	be	a	time	of	great	
tribulation.	Persecution	has	always	been	the	experience	of	those	who	follow	
Jesus,	but	the	worst	is	yet	to	come.	God’s	people	are	bound	to	face	heavier	and	
heavier	resistance,	culminating	in	a	great	tribulation.		
	
But	this	difficult	reality	shouldn’t	be	a	factor	of	intimidation	for	us.	The	final	
verse	of	the	hymn	“A	Mighty	Fortress	is	Our	God”	says	it	this	way;	“Let	good	
and	kindred	go,	this	mortal	life	also.	The	body	they	may	kill.	God’s	truth	
abideth	still.	His	kingdom	is	forever!”	What	we	see	of	the	144,000	in	gathering	
is	heaven	is	evidence	that	those	who	face	persecution	find	restoration	in	
eternity.	They	are	cleansed	from	pain	and	sin	by	the	blood	of	the	Lamb	from	
chapter	5.	His	sacrifice	removes	the	guilt	consequences	we	are	due	from	our	
flesh.	Instead	we	the	Lord	will	wipe	away	the	tears	from	our	eyes.	
	
This	blessing	is	the	hope	we	use	to	persist	through	pain	in	the	here	and	now.	
We	can	carry	on	even	though	it	seems	evil	is	winning	because	we	know	that	
there	will	come	an	end	to	it,	and	what	awaits	is	greater	and	infinitely	more	
lasting.	So	don’t	fear	persecution.	Don’t	fear	rejection	because	you	are	
different.	Diligently	reach	out	in	love.	Express	the	character	of	Christ.	They	will	
hate	him	in	you,	but	his	love	will	outmatch	what	they	have	to	offer.	
	
December	28:	Revelation	19	
“Then	I	saw	heaven	opened,	and	behold,	a	white	horse!	The	one	sitting	on	it	is	
called	Faithful	and	True,	and	in	righteousness	he	judges	and	makes	war.	His	eyes	
are	like	a	flame	of	fire,	and	on	his	head	are	many	diadems,	and	he	has	a	name	



written	that	no	one	knows	but	himself.	He	is	clothed	in	a	robe	dipped	in	blood,	
and	the	name	by	which	he	is	called	is	The	Word	of	God.	And	the	armies	of	heaven,	
arrayed	in	fine	linen,	white	and	pure,	were	following	him	on	white	horses.	From	
his	mouth	comes	a	sharp	sword	with	which	to	strike	down	the	nations,	and	he	
will	rule	them	with	a	rod	of	iron.	He	will	tread	the	winepress	of	the	fury	of	the	
wrath	of	God	the	Almighty.	On	his	robe	and	on	his	thigh	he	has	a	name	written,	
King	of	kings	and	Lord	of	lords.”	Revelation	19:11-16	
	
Who	is	the	"rider	called	Faithful	and	True"?		
Who	is	the	"Word	of	God"?		
Who	is	the	king	of	kings	and	lord	of	lords?	
One	answer:	Jesus.	King	Jesus.		
		
He's	the	faithful	and	true	warrior	from	heaven.	His	robe	is	dipped	in	blood	to	
prove	it.	He	delivers	justice.	He	can	pierce	through	the	façade	of	our	hearts	
with	eyes	of	blazing	fire.	He's	the	King	of	kings	and	Lord	of	lords	as	evidenced	
with	the	many	crowns	on	His	head.	His	Word	stands	the	test	of	time	because	
He	IS	the	Word.	The	most	powerful	force	on	earth	follows	him	and	notice	that	
their	garments	are	clean.	Jesus	fought	the	battle.	They	didn't	have	to	lift	a	
finger.	He	rules	with	a	scepter	and	carries	out	the	wrath	of	the	Almighty.	
		
Submit	to	Jesus,	King	Jesus,	…	now.	One	day,	there	will	be	no	choice	about	it.	
We	will	bow	down	and	give	Him	the	recognition,	praise,	and	honor	He	rightly	
deserves.	
	
December	29:	Revelation	20	
“Then	I	saw	a	great	white	throne	and	him	who	was	seated	on	it.	From	his	
presence	earth	and	sky	fled	away,	and	no	place	was	found	for	them.	And	I	saw	the	
dead,	great	and	small,	standing	before	the	throne,	and	books	were	opened.	Then	
another	book	was	opened,	which	is	the	book	of	life.	And	the	dead	were	judged	by	
what	was	written	in	the	books,	according	to	what	they	had	done.”	Revelation	
20:11-12	
	
"That's	not	fair!"	Ever	said	that?	As	my	fifth	grade	teacher	used	to	say,	"Life's	
not	fair."	And	she	was	right.	
	
Were	it	not	for	Jesus,	we'd	have	a	very	frustrating	life	here	with	no	hope.	But	…	



But	one	day,	He	will	set	things	right.	One	day,	He	will	judge.	He'll	judge	"the	
dead,	great	and	small"	at	His	great	White	Throne.	The	earth	and	heavens	will	
flee	from	His	presence,	and	He'll	take	care	of	all	the	wrongs	that	have	occurred	
that	seemed	to	go	unpunished.		
		
But	don't	miss	the	most	important	book	(in	my	opinion);	the	Book	of	Life.	If	my	
name	isn't	in	the	Book	of	Life,	all	the	things	I've	done	that	sinned	against	God	
cannot	be	looked	over	by	the	Judge.	Only	if	I've	professed	His	name	and	
followed	Him	can	I	be	forgiven	of	those	sins	and	escape	the	judgment	that	
should	come	because	of	that	sin.	
	
The	great	white	throne	of	judgment	should	give	me	hope,	and	cause	me	to	
tremble	at	the	same	time.	It	should	give	me	hope	to	know	He'll	set	it	right	in	
the	end.	It	should	cause	me	to	tremble	and	evaluate	my	salvation	to	make	sure	
beyond	a	shadow	of	a	doubt	that	I've	trusted	Him	as	Savior	and	am	on	His	side.	
	
December	30:	Revelation	21	
“Then	I	saw	a	new	heaven	and	a	new	earth,	for	the	first	heaven	and	the	first	
earth	had	passed	away,	and	the	sea	was	no	more.	And	I	saw	the	holy	city,	new	
Jerusalem,	coming	down	out	of	heaven	from	God,	prepared	as	a	bride	adorned	for	
her	husband.	And	I	heard	a	loud	voice	from	the	throne	saying,	“Behold,	the	
dwelling	place	of	God	is	with	man.	He	will	dwell	with	them,	and	they	will	be	his	
people,	and	God	himself	will	be	with	them	as	their	God.	He	will	wipe	away	every	
tear	from	their	eyes,	and	death	shall	be	no	more,	neither	shall	there	be	mourning,	
nor	crying,	nor	pain	anymore,	for	the	former	things	have	passed	away.”	
Revelation	21:1-4	
	
In	Genesis,	God	dwelt	with	man	in	the	Garden.	Adam	and	Eve	polluted	that	
situation,	and	God	put	His	redemptive	plan	in	motion.	Then	His	revealed	
presence	dwelt	in	the	Holy	of	Holies	where	only	a	select	few	could	approach,	
until	Jesus	…		
		
When	Jesus	came,	the	veil	was	torn	allowing	access	once	again	to	the	Father,	
and	once	Jesus	completed	His	task	of	defeating	death	and	the	grave	and	
ascended	back	to	heaven,	the	Comforter	came	to	dwell	in	man's	heart.	The	
Holy	Spirit	of	God	once	again	was	accessible	to	man,	although	not	perfectly.	
Man	pollutes	his	heart	on	a	daily	basis,	and	we	have	to	constantly	confess	our	
sin	and	make	that	"heart"	home	a	welcome	place	for	His	Spirit.	



		
Oh,	but	one	day,	one	day	we'll	be	in	the	presence	of	the	Lord	again.	Notice	what	
will	be	present	and	what	WON'T	be	present.	God	will	be	present	with	His	
people.	But	the	tears	and	death	and	crying	and	pain	…	they're	gone.	The	old	
order	will	someday	be	gone	as	we	experience	the	perfect	presence	once	again	
with	our	God	and	Father.	
	
December	31:	Revelation	22	
“And	night	will	be	no	more.	They	will	need	no	light	of	lamp	or	sun,	for	the	Lord	
God	will	be	their	light,	and	they	will	reign	forever	and	ever.”	Revelation	22:5	
	
Ever	wanted 	 to	be	in	charge?	Or	maybe	just	know	personally	who	WAS	in	
charge?	Get	this;	for	the	Christian,	one	day	we	will	reign	with	the	King	forever	
and	ever.	We'll	both	be	a	boss	but	know	the	Boss.	Now	let	me	be	frank,	I	do	not	
completely	understand	that	concept.	It	may	be	kind	of	like	understanding	the	
Trinity.	But	according	to	the	Bible,	one	day,	our	connection	to	the	King	of	kings	
is	going	to	pan	out	to	help	us	reign	with	Royalty. 	
		
Now	before	you	begin	to	think	through	that	too	hard	and	start	rationalizing	it	
out	to	make	sense	(because	it	doesn't	make	logical	sense	how	every	Christian	
can	be	one	who	reigns	with	Christ),	stop	and	just	accept	the	promise	at	face	
value.	I	mean,	does	it	occur	to	you	or	do	you	worry	about	the	fact	that	there	
won't	be	any	darkness?	That's	when	we	sleep	right?	Won't	we	get	tired?	Does	
that	mean	we'll	be	awake	for	all	eternity?	Does	that	sound	like	something	that	
would	wear	you	out?	But	we	don't	focus	on	that.	We	focus	on	the	Light	being	
with	us.	The	sun	won't	need	to	shine	because	the	Lord	will	give	and	be	the	
Light.	
		
So	don’t	overthink	the	reigning	thing.	Don't	rationalize.	You're	not	in	heaven	…	
yet.	I'm	sure	of	this,	when	we	get	there,	it	will	become	very	apparent	how	it	
will	perfectly	work	and	how	we'll	reign	with	God	almighty.	We	will	understand	
it	better	by	and	by.	"And	they	will	reign	for	ever	and	ever."	
		
"Look,	I	am	coming	soon!	My	reward	is	with	me,	and	I	will	give	to	each	person	
according	to	what	they	have	done.	I	am	the	Alpha	and	Omega,	the	First	and	the	
Last,	the	Beginning	and	the	End."	Revelation	22:12-13	
	
	


