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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Lewes, DE 

The Blessing and Dedication of the Steeple Cross 
The Tenth Sunday after Pentecost, August 9th, 2020 

Celebrant:  The Reverend Jeffrey Ross, Rector 
 

 
THE PRESENTATION 

The Wardens of St. Peter’s:  I (We) present to you this steeple cross to be set apart for the service of 
Christ’s holy Church. 

Randy Burton, Vestry member and former student of Grace Lowe’s reads the Vestry Proclamation 
 
V. All things come from you, O Lord; 
R. And from your own gifts do we give to you. 
V. Prosper the work of our hands; 
R. Prosper our handiwork. 
V. Show your servants your works; 
R. And your splendor to their children. 

Let us pray.  Almighty God, we thank you that you have put it into the hearts of your people to make 
offerings for your service, and have been pleased to accept their gifts. Be with us now and bless us 
as we set apart this steeple cross to your praise and glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

THE READINGS 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (Isaiah 55:6–11) read by the Rev. Ted Olson 
Seek the Lord while he wills to be found; call upon him when he draws near.  Let the wicked forsake 
their ways and the evil ones their thoughts; And let them turn to the Lord, and he will have 
compassion, and to our God, for he will richly pardon.  For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor 
your ways my ways, says the Lord.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways 
higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.  For as rain and snow fall from the 
heavens and return not again, but water the earth, Bringing forth life and giving growth, seed for 
sowing and bread for eating, So is my word that goes forth from my mouth; it will not return to me 
empty; But it will accomplish that which I have purposed, and prosper in that for which I sent it. 
 
A reading from the letter of Saint Paul to the Ephesians (2:14-18) read by the Rev. Ray Michener 
The Messiah has made things up between us so that we’re now together on this, both non-Jewish 
outsiders and Jewish insiders. He tore down the wall we used to keep each other at a distance. He 
repealed the law code that had become so clogged with fine print and footnotes that it hindered more 
than it helped. Then he started over. Instead of continuing with two groups of people separated by 
centuries of animosity and suspicion, he created a new kind of human being, a fresh start for 
everybody.  Christ brought us together through his death on the cross. The Cross got us to embrace, 
and that was the end of the hostility. Christ came and preached peace to you outsiders and peace to 
us insiders. He treated us as equals, and so made us equals. Through him we both share the same 
Spirit and have equal access to the Father. 



A reading from the Gospel of Luke (14:25-33)  read by the Rev. Deacon Chris Miller-Marcin 
One day when large groups of people were walking along with him, Jesus turned and told them, 
“Anyone who comes to me but refuses to let go of father, mother, spouse, children, brothers, 
sisters—yes, even one’s own self!—can’t be my disciple. Anyone who won’t shoulder his own cross 
and follow behind me can’t be my disciple.  “Is there anyone here who, planning to build a new 
house, doesn’t first sit down and figure the cost so you’ll know if you can complete it? If you only 
get the foundation laid and then run out of money, you’re going to look pretty foolish. Everyone 
passing by will poke fun at you: ‘He started something he couldn’t finish.’  “Or can you imagine a 
king going into battle against another king without first deciding whether it is possible with his ten 
thousand troops to face the twenty thousand troops of the other? And if he decides he can’t, won’t 
he send an emissary and work out a truce? “Simply put, if you’re not willing to take what is dearest 
to you, whether plans or people, and kiss it good-bye, you can’t be my disciple. 
 
A portion of a sermon by Theodore of Studios (759-826) read by the Rev. Canon Dr. Mark Harris 
How precious the gift of the cross, how splendid to contemplate!  In the cross there is no mingling 
of good and evil, as in the tree of paradise; it is wholly beautiful to behold and good to taste.  The 
fruit of this tree is not death but life, not darkness but light.  This tree does not cast us out of paradise, 
but opens the way for our return...What an astonishing transformation!  That death should become 
life, that decay should become immortality, that shame should become glory!  Well might the holy 
Apostle exclaim: Far be it from me to glory except in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by which the world has 
been crucified to me, and I to the world (Galations 6:14)!  The supreme wisdom that flowered on the cross 
has shown the folly of the worldly wisdom’s pride.  The knowledge of all good, which is the fruit of 
the cross, has cut away the shoots of wickedness. 
 
A portion of The Centuries by Thomas Traherne. read by the Rev. Carlyle Gill 
The only reason why this glorious object is so publicly admired by churches and kingdoms, and so 
little thought of by particular individuals, is because it is truly the most glorious.  It is the root of 
comforts and the fountain of joys.  It is the only supreme and sovereign spectacle in all worlds.  It is 
a well of life beneath, in which we may see the face of heaven above, and the only mirror wherein all 
things appear in the proper colours—that is, sprinkled in the blood of our Lord and Saviour.  The 
cross of Christ is the Jacob’s ladder by which we ascend into the highest heavens.  There we see 
joyful patriarchs, expecting saints, and prophets ministering, apostles publishing, and doctors 
teaching, all nations concentering and angles praising.  The cross is a tree set on fire with invisible 
flame, that illuminates the world.  The flame is love, the love is his bosom who died on it, in the light 
of which we see how to possess all the things in heaven and earth after his similitude.  
 
THE PRAYERS 
Officiant: The Lord be with you. 
People: and also with you. 
Officiant: Let us pray in the words that our Savior has taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 



V.  We will glory in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ,  
R.  In whom is our salvation, our life and resurrection.  
V.  Christ for us became obedient unto death:  
R.  Even death on a cross. 

 
Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ was lifted high upon the cross that he might draw 
the whole world to himself: Mercifully grant that we, who glory in the mystery of our redemption, 
may have grace to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, in glory everlasting. Amen. 
 
O gracious God, who in your mercy ordained that your Son should suffer death on a cross of 
shame: We thank you that it has become for us the sign of his triumph and the banner of our 
salvation; and we pray that this cross may always draw our hearts to him and lead us into the paths 
of his service as he leads us to the glory of your kingdom; where you and the Holy Spirit live and 
reign for ever and ever. Amen.  
 
THE BLESSING 
 
THE DISMISSAL 
Deacon: Let us go forth in the world rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit! 
People: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 

A Proclamation 
Whereas Grace Lowe has been a member of the parish of Saint Peter’s Church for sixty years, and 
faithfully served the parish in word and deed in countless ways. 
  
and Whereas Grace has served as the honorary chair of the Open Door Campaign and was the first 
donor towards the efforts to revitalize St. Peter’s square for future generations. 
  
Be it resolved, that on the fourth day of August, 2020, the Vestry of Saint Peter’s Church voted to 
honor Grace for her dedication and ministry to the parish of Saint Peter’s, by dedicating the new 
steeple cross, “the Steering Cross”, in thanksgiving to God for her faithful and loving service. 
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The Steering Cross, by The Rev. Canon Dr. Mark Harris 


