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St. Peter’s Episcopal Church, Lewes, DE 

The Burial of the Dead & Holy Eucharist:  Rite II 
Saturday, September 18, 2021, 1 pm 

Celebrant:  The Right Reverend Kevin S. Brown, Bishop of Delaware 
 

The Reverend Mariann C. Babnis 
August 8, 1957—January 8, 2021 

 
Prelude  
 
Celebrant I am Resurrection and I am Life, says the Lord.  Whoever has faith in me shall have 
life, even though he die.  And everyone who has life, and has committed himself to me in faith, shall 
not die for ever.  As for me, I know that my Redeemer lives and that at the last he will stand upon 
the earth.  After my awaking, he will raise me up; and in my body I shall see God.  I myself shall see, 
and my eyes behold him who is my friend and not a stranger.  For none of us has life in himself, and 
none becomes his own master when he dies.  For if we have life, we are alive in the Lord, and if we 
die, we die in the Lord.  So, then, whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s possession.  Happy from 
now on are those who die in the Lord!  So it is, says the Spirit, for they rest from their labors.  
 
Celebrant The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Let us pray.  O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our sister, 
Mariann. We thank you for giving her to us, her family and friends, to know and to love as a 
companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us who mourn. Give 
us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet confidence we may continue our course 
on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone before; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

Liturgy of the Word 
A Reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (61:1-3) read by Julie Traczyk 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to 
bring good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor, and the day of vengeance of 
our God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion—to give them a 
garland instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a 
faint spirit. They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory. 
  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People:  Thanks be to God 
  



Psalm 23 Dominus regit me  read in unison 
The LORD is my shepherd; * 

I shall not be in want. 
He makes me lie down in green pastures * 

and leads me beside still waters. 
He revives my soul * 

and guides me along right pathways for his Name’s sake. 
Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall fear no evil; * 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; * 

you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, * 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever. 
 

A reading from the Revelation to Saint John the Divine (7:9-17) Read by Judy Eger 
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from 
all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, 
with palm branches in their hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our 
God who is seated on the throne, and to the Lamb!” And all the angels stood around the throne and 
around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on their faces before the throne and 
worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor and 
power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” Then one of the elders addressed me, 
saying, “Who are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you 
are the one that knows.” Then he said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; 
they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason they 
are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his temple, and the one who is 
seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the sun will 
not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their 
shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear 
from their eyes.” 
  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People:  Thanks be to God 
 

HYMN Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee Hymnal 1982, #376 
 

The Gospel   John 14:1-6 
Priest:   The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 
People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
Jesus said to his disciples, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In 
my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go 
to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 
you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to the place where 
I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.  How can we know 
the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.” 
Priest   The Gospel of the Lord. 
People  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 



Eulogy  Kevin Kase 
 
Homily   The Rev. Carlyle Gill, Priest Associate 
 
The Apostles’ Creed  All stand 
Celebrant In the assurance of eternal life given at Baptism, let us proclaim our faith and say 

together the Apostle’s Creed, 
Celebrant and People 
 I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended to the dead.  On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,  
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Prayers for the departed 
Leader: God our Father, we pray for the family and friends of Mariann, that they may know 

the comfort of your love. 
People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: We pray that you will use us as bearers of your love, to support them in their grief.  

We also remember before you all who mourn and all who suffer. 
People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Give us patience and faith in this time of our loss, so that we may come to understand 

the wonder of your mercy and the mystery of your love. 
People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Increase our faith and trust in your Son, Jesus Christ, that we may live victoriously. 
People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Leader: Give us such a vision of your purpose, and such an assurance of your love and power, 

that we may ever hold fast the hope which is in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
People:  Lord, hear our prayer. 
Silence may be kept. 
Celebrant: Father of all, we pray to you for Mariann, and for all those whom we love but see no 

longer. Grant to them eternal rest. Let light perpetual shine upon them. May his soul 
and the souls of all the departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace.  Amen. 

 
The Peace 
Celebrant: The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
 
Pastoral Greeting 
  



THE HOLY COMMUNION 
Offertory  
 
The people stand. 
Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People And also with you. 
Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 
People We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord; who rose victorious from the dead, 
and comforts us with the blessed hope of everlasting life. For to your faithful people, O Lord, life is 
changed, not ended; and when our mortal body lies in death, there is prepared for us a dwelling place 
eternal in the heavens.  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 
 
Celebrant and People   

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

 

The people stand or kneel. Then the Celebrant continues 
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in 
creation; in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and 
above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate 
from the Virgin Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us 
from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into 
truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 
 
On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given 
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”  
 
After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, 
“Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for all for 
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 
 
Therefore, according to his command, O Father, 
Celebrant and People:  We remember his death, We proclaim his resurrection, We await his 

coming in glory; 
The Celebrant continues 
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from 
your creation, this bread and this wine.  We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon 
these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. 
Unite us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the 



Holy Spirit. In the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that 
heavenly country where, with Saint Peter and all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of 
your sons and daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the 
Church, and the author of our salvation.  By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
The Lord’s Prayer  BCP page 364 
  Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 
  Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done, on Earth as it is in Heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
  For Thine is the Kingdom, the Power and the Glory, for ever and ever.  AMEN. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant Alleluia!  Christ, our Passover is sacrificed for us. 
People  Therefore, let us keep the feast!  Alleluia! 
 
Fraction Anthem  
Celebrant: The Gifts of God for the People of God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 
The Distribution of Communion 
 
Communion Hymns Let all mortal flesh keep silence Hymnal 1982, #324 
   Abide with me Hymnal 1982, #662 
 
Post-Communion Prayer 
Celebrant Let us pray 
People Almighty God, we thank you that in your great love you have fed us with the 

spiritual food and drink of the Body and Blood of your Son Jesus Christ, and 
have given us a foretaste of your heavenly banquet. Grant that this Sacrament 
may be to us a comfort in affliction, and a pledge of our inheritance in that 
kingdom where there is no death, neither sorrow nor crying, but the fullness of 
joy with all your saints; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

The Blessing 
 
HYMN   Lift High the Cross Hymnal 1982, #473 

 
Dismissal 
Leader  Let us go forth in the name of Christ.  Alleluia, alleluia. 
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 
 



Postlude   

The Rev. Mariann C. Babnis, Episcopal priest 
 

The Rev. Mariann Babnis of Lewes passed away Friday, 
Jan. 8, 2021. Mariann was born in Sharon, Pa., Aug. 8, 
1957, and graduated from Hickory High School in 1975. 
In 1979, she received a bachelor’s degree from Clarion 
University (Pa.) in speech communications, where she 
was an award-winning public speaker as part of the 
Individual Events Speaking Team. In 1980, she received 
a master’s degree from Ohio University in 
communication/media studies.  

Mariann’s early career landed her at NCTA - The Internet 
and Television Association in Washington, D.C., where 
she was director of association affairs, responsible for 
grassroots advocacy. She received her calling to become a 
priest and graduated with a master of divinity degree from 
Virginia Theological Seminary in 2004. The Rev. Mariann Babnis was ordained an Episcopal priest 
for the Diocese of Washington in January 2005 in a ceremony at the Washington National Cathedral. 

Mother Mariann was dedicated in her service to God. Whether ministering to parishioners, presiding 
at relatives’ or friends’ weddings and funerals, she supported her extended family, friends and 
parishioners with her gift of faith and spirituality. She also served on the board of the Washington 
Episcopal Clergy Association from 2004-08. Her last cure was as interim rector at All Saints’ Church 
and St. George's Chapel, Rehoboth Beach. 

Mariann had a deep interest in the arts, and regularly enjoyed symphony and ballet performances at 
the Kennedy Center and other Washington, D.C. theaters. She was active for a time with the 
Delaware Choral Society, practiced yoga and had recently become interested in pottery making. She 
also had an intense interest in social justice issues.  

Mariann had a strong love and commitment to her extended family. Everywhere Mariann traveled in 
her work as a priest, she gained new family and helped to bring many parishes through periods of 
transition. She will be remembered for her gregarious laugh, the warmth of her personality and her 
ability to connect with people. She was loved by many and will be missed by all. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, Francis and Catherine (Chmielowski) Babnis, and is 
survived by many extended family members, a large circle of friends and her two cats, Patches and 
Zack (the best cat ever!).  

 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Note on the Liturgy: 
The liturgy for the dead is an Easter liturgy. It finds all its meaning in the resurrection. Because Jesus was raised from the dead, we, too, 
shall be raised.  The liturgy, therefore, is characterized by joy, in the certainty that “neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, 
nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from 
the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  This joy, however, does not make human grief unchristian. The very love we have for each other 
in Christ brings deep sorrow when we are parted by death. Jesus himself wept at the grave of his friend. So, while we rejoice that one we 
love has entered into the nearer presence of our Lord, we sorrow in sympathy with those who mourn. 
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