


gift of music possible for our community and we are 
deeply grateful for your generosity. In this spirit, we hope 
you will consider making a financial gift to the Guild. A 
contribution envelope is enclosed in this brochure for 
your convenience. You may also donate online at www.
stpeterslewes.org.
 
The Guild thanks you for your continued support and we 
look forward to seeing you at this season’s events!

Sincerely,

Lois Powell
Vestry Member for Worship and Music

Standing Committee of St. Cecilia Music Guild

Michael Alushin
Pat Casadei
Joe DiSalvo
Bonny Mears
Lois Powell
Joanne Ward

Ex-officio
Kelley Mallon, Parish Administrator
Fr. Jeffrey Ross, Rector
Sue Potts, Senior Warden
T.J. Thomas, Minister of Music

Live Broadcasts Available
St. Peter’s Church was recently renovated to include a high-
definition broadcast system. Many of the events in this brochure 
will be broadcast live and remain available for later viewing. 
Please visit St. Peter’s YouTube channel and Facebook profile for 
availability.

In the coming months, the Guild will 
continue our outreach ministry by 
presenting exceptional musical events 
that are unique to this area. Last year’s 
season was cut short by the pandemic 
and sadly several events had to be 
canceled, including Holy Week liturgical 

services and our Anglican Musicians in Residence 
weekend. Fortunately we were able to reschedule and live 
stream our silent film with organist Jackson Borges, which 
drew rave reviews! After so many months apart, we look 
forward to being together again for the 2021–22 season.

For the past six years the Guild has provided a broad 
spectrum of music programming, including classical, 
gospel, jazz, and contemporary. This season our 
programing will highlight the wonders of the organ, 
the stylistic interpretations of a Baroque ensemble, a 
children’s chorus, and a world-renowned jazz pianist/
composer and her trio. We will also present our own 
traditional Anglican choral programs and services, 
including the annual Musicians in Residence weekend. 

St. Cecilia Music Guild is dedicated to offering programs 
that are inclusive, supportive, and educational. We believe 
that our music should be accessible to all members of our 
community, so there is no charge to attend. Contributions 
from you—our donors, friends, and visitors—make the 



Parish Choir

St. Peter’s Parish Choir is an ensemble of approximately 25 
singers who provide musical leadership at the 10:00 Eucharist 
most Sundays from September to early June, as well as at 
special liturgies throughout the year. In addition to preparing 
choral anthems for each liturgy, the parish choir sings the psalm 
appointed for the day and leads congregational hymns and 
responses. The choir’s primary focus is the repertoire of our 
Anglican choral heritage spanning many centuries, though we 
also perform a wide spectrum of music from chant to gospel. 

The parish choir is open to adults and high school-aged youth. 
Please contact T.J. Thomas to schedule a vocal hearing and 
interview.

Pictured left, photo by Justin Nixon

Handbell Choir

Eleven ringers comprise the handbell choir, which focuses on 
ensemble repertoire for our worship services. The handbell choir 
typically rings at one 10am Sunday service a month, a Christmas 
Eve service, and one of the Holy Week liturgies. Music includes 
bell choir anthems, as well as accompanying hymns, service 
music, and our singing choirs. We perform with four octaves (49 
bells, C4–C8) of Schulmerich English handbells, as well as five 
octaves of hand chimes. 

This choir is open to those with the ability to read music. 
Previous handbell experience is helpful but not required.  
Please contact T.J. Thomas for more information.



Sunday, October 17, 2021
 5:00 p.m.    Nathaniel Gumbs, organist 

Friday, November 12, 2021
 7:00 p.m.    The Serafins

Sunday, December 5, 2021
 5:00 p.m.    Advent Lessons and Carols 

Friday, December 24, 2021 (all events p.m.)
The Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ is celebrated in several services of Holy 
Eucharist, each with Christmas carols, anthems, and instrumental music:
 5:00      Family Service with Children’s Pageant
 7:00      Festal Eucharist with Handbells
 9:00      Holy Eucharist with Contemplative Music (Parish Hall)
 10:30    Prelude begins 
 11:00    Festal Choral Eucharist with Adult Choir & Strings

Sunday, January 23, 2022
Countertenor Augustine ‘Gus’ Mercante
 3:30 p.m.     Special pre-concert donor reception by invitation 
 5:00 p.m.    Sovente il Sole: An Evening with Gus and Friends

Sunday, February 20, 2022 
Choir School of Delaware
 10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
 3:00 p.m.    Concert 

Sunday, March 27, 2022
 4:00 p.m.    Dr. Valerie Capers Jazz Quartet

Sunday, April 17, 2022 
Festal services of Holy Eucharist are celebrated for the Resurrection of Our Lord.  
 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.  Easter Day with Brass Ensemble

Sunday, May 22, 2022 
Katie Burk & Maggie Burk, Anglican Musicians in Residence
 10:00 a.m.  Choral Eucharist
 4:30 p.m.     Organ Recital
 5:00 p.m.    Choral Evensong

Friday, June 3, 2022
 7:00 p.m.    Lewes Chamber Players

Please see the following pages for additional information about musicians 
and programs.

Located in the center of “The First Town In The First State," 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church has served the spiritual needs of 
Lewes, Delaware, since 1680. Early settlers who were members 
of the Church of England formed the first congregation. The 
congregation’s third and present building on the corner of 
Second and Market Streets was dedicated in 1858 by Bishop 
Alfred Lee.

Today St. Peter’s has grown to be one of the largest parishes in 
the Episcopal Diocese of Delaware. Our mission is to share the 
love of God through worship, Christian formation, and reaching 
out to those in need. Worship is at the heart of our common 
life, with music playing a central role. In both liturgical and 
performance settings the intimate church building is an ideal 
acoustic for praising God in song or enjoying a chamber music 
concert. 

Our annual art show in July, now in its 55th year, donates all 
proceeds to local organizations working with those in need. 
The "Little Cupboard" next to our labyrinth on Second Street 
provides free food and toiletries to anyone who needs them. 
St. Peter’s collaborates with the Southern Delaware Alliance for 
Racial Justice to educate and advocate for an end to racism in 
our area.  

We look forward to welcoming you to St. Peter’s Church for 
worship and the many events contained in this brochure.

Worship Services
Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.



Nathaniel Gumbs, organist 

Nathaniel Gumbs is a native of the 
Bronx, New York, and has performed 
throughout the United States and 
abroad; including Antigua, St. Thomas, 
Ghana, Paris, and Munich. He currently 
serves as director of chapel music 
at Yale University, where he works 
with students, faculty, and guests to 
coordinate music for three worshiping 
communities: the University Church 
in Battell Chapel, and at Yale Divinity 
School in Marquand Chapel and 
Berkeley Divinity School.  

Mr. Gumbs earned his undergraduate 
degree from Shenandoah Conservatory 
in Virginia, and his Master of Music 

degree from Yale University. He will complete a Doctor of Musical Arts 
degree at the Eastman School of Music in 2021. Nathaniel’s principal 
teachers include Steven Cooksey, David Higgs, and Martin Jean.

Prior to his position at Yale, Mr. Gumbs served as director of music 
and arts and church organist at Friendship Missionary Baptist Church 
in Charlotte, North Carolina. There he led several hundred volunteer 
musicians and staff in four choirs and other ensembles. He has also 
been a frequent guest musician at Abyssinian Baptist Church in 
Harlem, and has served as organist and clinician for the Hampton 
University Ministers’ Conference.  

In 2017 “The Diapason” magazine recognized Nathaniel as one of 20 
outstanding organists under 30 years old for his achievement in organ 
performance and church music. In 2018 Nathaniel curated the opening 
Hymn Festival (Singing Diverse Music in The New Church) for the 
Hymn Society’s annual conference.  

Sunday, October 17, 2021
5:00 p.m. 

Meet the Musicians
The Serafins

The Serafins is a group of internationally acclaimed performing 
artists (string, wind, piano, and vocalists) devoted to energetic, 
collaborative chamber music performances of repertoire for up 
to eight musicians. Bound by mutual respect, camaraderie, and 
passion for the music, their goal is to share the performance of 
great masterworks and lesser-known pieces with their audiences. 
Occasionally, their programming also features larger or solo 
performances. The musicians for this concert will be: Hal Grossman 
and Kate Ransom (violin), Amadi Azikiwe (viola), and Jacques-Pierre 
Malan (cello).

Friday, November 12, 2021
7:00 p.m.

Photo by Norman Oates



Gus Mercante and Friends

Countertenor Augustine ‘Gus’ Mercante will be joined by Elena Smith 
(cello), and Joyce Chen (harpsichord). The program will include 
works by Baroque masters Monteverdi, Vivaldi, Bach, and Handel. In 
the second half, Augustine and E. Shawn Qaissaunee (guitarist and 
keyboard player extraordinaire) will present works from the Great 
American Songbook, along with other popular songs, and spirituals.

Sunday, January 23, 2022
3:30 p.m.   Special pre-concert reception for 2021 donors, by invitation 
5:00 p.m.  Sovente il Sole: An Evening with Gus and Friends

Clockwise from top left:
Gus Mercante, Elena Smith,  
E. Shawn Qaissaunee, and Joyce Chen

Choir School of Delaware

The Choir School of Delaware is a comprehensive, multifaceted, 
after-school program with a strong legacy of serving and engaging 
Wilmington’s youth and families through music and mentoring. 
Historically known as the Cathedral Choir School of Delaware, 
the school provides professional musical training, leadership and 
language skills, academic support, and college-bound mentoring for 
youth in Wilmington and the surrounding region.

Sunday, February 20, 2022 
10:00 a.m.  Holy Eucharist
3:00 p.m.    Concert 



Valerie Capers is a native New 
Yorker who received her early 
education at the New York Institute 
for the Education of the Blind. 
She is the first and only blind 
student to have earned both a 
bachelor’s and a master’s degree 
from the prestigious Juilliard 
School of Music. She had a long 
and successful career teaching and 
mentoring students, beginning at 
the Manhattan School of Music, 
where she instituted their first 
jazz classes. She later became 
a faculty member in the music 
department at Bronx Community 
College (CUNY). Her tenure there 
culminated in being appointed 
chairperson of the Department 

of Music and Art. Dr. Capers retired from academia in the mid-
nineties and is now professor emerita. Lauded as one of the nation’s 
preeminent jazz educators by the New York Times, Dr. Capers has 
returned to performing, conducting workshops, and teaching master 
classes.

Dr. Capers is an accomplished jazz pianist, vocalist, composer, 
and arranger. Her compositions have been commissioned by the 
Smithsonian Institution, The Fund for Artists International, the Bronx 
Museum of the Arts, The CUNY Research Foundation, and Meet the 
Composer. Her book, Portraits in Jazz, published by Oxford University 
Press, has garnered praise nationally and internationally.

Members of the Valerie Capers Quartet include John Robinson (string 
bass), Doug Richardson (drums), and Alan Givens (saxophone and 
flute).

Sunday, March 27, 2022
4:00 p.m.

Katie Burk & Maggie Burk, Anglican Musicians in ResidenceDr. Valerie Capers Jazz Quartet

Katherine Burk is an organist, 
conductor, composer, and vocalist 
who currently serves as organ 
scholar at Trinity Episcopal Cathedral 
in Portland, Oregon. A graduate of 
Indiana University and St. Olaf College, 
she is a doctoral candidate in organ 
performance and literature at the 
Indiana University Jacobs School 
of Music, where she studied with 
Christopher Young. Active as a recitalist 
and a choral clinician, she has served 
on the faculty at the PAM Conference 
on Worship and Music at Montreat, 

North Carolina, and at the RSCMA King’s College Course in Pennsylvania. 
In addition to her activities at Trinity Cathedral, she teaches organ 
lessons, sings professionally in the Portland area, and serves on the 
RSCMA Board of Directors. “The Diapason” included Katie in their “20 
Under 30” class of 2019, and she recently received IU’s Wennerstrom 
Fellowship in recognition of outstanding achievement in the field of 
music theory pedagogy. Her choral music is published by Selah.

Margaret Burk is a doctoral candidate in choral conducting at the 
University of Michigan, where she studies with Eugene Rogers. While 
at Michigan, she has served as assistant conductor of the Women’s and 
Men’s Glee Clubs—the first female to hold that role with Men’s Glee Club 
in their 161-year history. She has also been an instructor for Sounds From 
Within, a prison-based music workshop for incarcerated men. She holds 
additional degrees from the Yale School of Music/Institute of Sacred 
Music (MM) and St. Olaf College (BM). Margaret is currently the director 
of music ministries at West Side Church in Ann Ann Arbor, Michigan. 
She has also served on the faculties of the PAM Conference on Worship 
and Music at Montreat, North Carolina, and the RSCMA King’s College 
Course in Pennsylvania. As a singer, she has appeared as a soloist with 
the Detroit-based professional ensemble Audivi, the Kansas City-based 
Tallgrass Chamber Choir, and the Yale Schola Cantorum. Her choral 
compositions are published by Selah.

Sunday, May 22, 2022 
10:00 a.m.  Choral Eucharist
4:30 p.m.     Pre-Evensong Organ Recital
5:00 p.m.    Choral Evensong



Lewes Chamber Players

Founded in 2016, Lewes Chamber Players features regional 
professional artists performing intimate chamber music in the ideal 
acoustic of St. Peter’s Church in Lewes, Delaware. This concert 
features trumpeter Chris Colletti, formerly a member of the 
internationally acclaimed Canadian Brass. Chris will be joined by 
Sylvia Ahramjian and Ayree Koh (violin), Nina Cottman (viola), John 
Koen (cello), Hiroko Yamazaki (piano), and T.J. Thomas (harpsichord).

Friday, June 3, 2022
7:00 p.m.

Clockwise from  
top left:
Chris Colletti, 
T.J. Thomas, Nina 
Cottman, Ayree Koh, 
Sylvia Ahramjian, 
HirokoYamazaki, and 
John Koen (center)

Photos: T.J. Thomas by Justin 
Nixon; Hiroko Yamazaki 
courtesy of News Journal;  
John Koen by Jessica Griffin

We believe strongly in supporting the future of music in our 
community. Last year the Guild awarded its first $1,000 scholarship 
to a graduating high school senior planning to major in music. 

Applicants come from high schools across Sussex county and are 
required to submit an essay, performance recordings, and a teacher’s 
endorsement. Additionally, scholarship recipients are invited to 
perform at St. Peter’s to meet our friends and donors. Application 
materials for our 2022 scholarship will be available on our website  
in March.

Kenneth Shade-Rania
2020 Recipient
Music Therapy
Moravian University, 
Bethlehem, PA

Abby Wilson
2021 Recipient

Music Education
James Madison University, 

Harrisonburg, VA



ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
PO BOX 464
LEWES, DE 19958

If you would like to make a secure online donation to 
St. Cecilia Music Guild, please click here and select 
Fund: St. Cecilia Guild from the dropdown menu. 

https://stpeterslewes.org/online-giving

