
Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church, Lewes, DE 
A Service of National Lament & Prayer 

January 19, 2021, 7pm 
 

 
 
Opening Greeting from The Rt. Rev. Kevin S. Brown, Bishop of the Episcopal Church in Delaware 
 
Opening music  I’m Just a Poor Wayfaring Stranger      American Folksong 
 
In the midst of life we are in death; from whom can we seek help? 
From you alone, O Lord, who by our sins are justly angered. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, 
deliver us not into the bitterness of eternal death. 
 
Lord, you know the secrets of our hearts; 
shut not your ears to our prayers, but spare us, O Lord. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, 
deliver us not into the bitterness of eternal death. 
 
O worthy and eternal Judge, do not let the pains of death 
turn us away from you at our last hour. 
Holy God, Holy and Mighty, Holy Immortal One, 
deliver us not into the bitterness of eternal death. 
 
The Celebrant then says 

The Lord be with you. 
People   And also with you. 
Celebrant  Let us pray. 
Silence may be kept; after which the Celebrant says one of the following Collects 
O God of grace and glory, we remember before you this day our brothers and sisters who have died 
from the coronavirus pandemic.  We thank you for giving them to us, as family and friends, to know 
and to love as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In your boundless compassion, console us 
who mourn. Give us faith to see in death the gate of eternal life, so that in quiet confidence we may 
continue our course on earth, until, by your call, we are reunited with those who have gone before; 
into your gracious presence as our God. Amen. 
 
The Celebrant may add the following prayer 
Most merciful God, whose wisdom is beyond our understanding, deal graciously with all of us who 
grieve.  Surround us with your love, that we may not be overwhelmed by our loss, but have 
confidence in your goodness, and strength to meet the days to come; through the grace of your Holy 
name. Amen. 
The people sit.



THE LITURGY OF THE WORD 
Hebrew Scripture 
 
A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (61:1–7)  Read by Rabbi Beth Cohen 
The spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD has anointed me; he has sent me to bring 
good news to the oppressed, to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and 
release to the prisoners; to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, and the day of vengeance of our 
God; to comfort all who mourn; to provide for those who mourn in Zion— to give them a garland 
instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, the mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit. 
They will be called oaks of righteousness, the planting of the LORD, to display his glory.  They shall 
build up the ancient ruins, they shall raise up the former devastations; they shall repair the ruined 
cities, the devastations of many generations.  Here ends the reading. 
 
Psalm 46 Deus noster refugium Sung by the Rev. Eunice Dunlap 
God is our refuge and strength, * 

a very present help in trouble. 
Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, * 

and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea; 
Though its waters rage and foam, * 

and though the mountains tremble at its tumult. 
The LORD of hosts is with us; * 

the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, * 

the holy habitation of the Most High. 
God is in the midst of her; she shall not be overthrown; * 

God shall help her at the break of day. 
The nations make much ado, and the kingdoms are shaken; * 

God has spoken, and the earth shall melt away. 
The LORD of hosts is with us; * 

the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
Come now and look upon the works of the LORD, * 

what awesome things he has done on earth. 
It is he who makes war to cease in all the world; * 

he breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
“Be still, then, and know that I am God; * 

I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
The LORD of hosts is with us; * 

the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 

Christian Scripture:   
A reading from Saint Paul’s letter to the Romans (8:18–28) read by the Rev. Tom White 
I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory about to 
be revealed to us.  For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of God; 
for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected 
it, in hope that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom 



of the glory of the children of God.  We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor 
pains until n ow; and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, 
groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.  For in hope we were 
saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen?  But if we hope for what 
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.   Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do 
not know how to pray as we ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  
And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 
for the saints according to the will of God.  We know that all things work together for good for those 
who love God, who are called according to his purpose.  Here ends the reading. 
 
A reading from the Gospel according to St. John (10:11–16) read by the Rev. Dr. Shannon Smythe 
Jesus said, “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. The hired 
hand, who is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the 
sheep and runs away—and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. The hired hand runs away 
because a hired hand does not care for the sheep. I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my 
own know me, just as the Father knows me and I know the Father. And I lay down my life for the 
sheep. I have other sheep that do not belong to this fold. I must bring them also, and they will 
listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd.  Here ends the reading. 
 

THE PRAYERS 
 

Intercessions During a Pandemic (Adapted from the Episcopal Church of Scotland) 
After each bidding prayer intentions may be added in the chat led by the Rev. Shelley McDade 
We pray to the LORD, to the God who is our shelter and strength, always ready to help in times of 
trouble. We pray for our communities: for the elderly, confined to their homes and separated from 
family and support; for children, removed from school; for those who have lost their source of 
income; for those who fear for their home; for those who have no home; for those offering 
extraordinary, everyday kindness; and for all others upon our hearts that we now name…Silence 
The LORD of hosts is with us.  
The God of Jacob is our refuge.  
 
Lord, you are in the midst of us: help us in our time of trouble. We pray for the young and those in 
education: for those anxious about examinations, a place at university, or employment; for those 
worried about loved ones and friends; for those concerned about their own health; and for all others 
upon our hearts that we now name …Silence 
The LORD of hosts is with us.  
The God of Jacob is our refuge.  
 
Lord, you are our refuge and strength: let us not be afraid, even though the world is changed. We 
pray for key workers: for all medical staff and hospital workers, who go to work knowing the risks 
they face; for medical researchers, seeking ways to prevent and to cure; for social workers, protecting 
the vulnerable; for care workers, providing contact and support to those who have no other help; for 
teachers, worrying about their charges; for farmers, delivery and shop workers, keeping the nation 
provisioned; for cleaners, fighting the spread of infection; and for all others upon our hearts that we 
now name …Silence 



The LORD of hosts is with us.  
The God of Jacob is our refuge.  
Lord, be with us in our time of need: help us to do what has been asked of us, and give us grace to 
help others do what has been asked of them. We pray for the world: for the leaders of the nations 
and their governments; for areas most besieged by the pandemic; for broken places where healthcare 
and resources are scarce, and the pandemic brings further suffering; and for all others upon our 
hearts that we now name …Silence 
The LORD of hosts is with us.  
The God of Jacob is our refuge.  
 
Lord, may the nations hear your voice: and know that you are God, supreme among the nations, 
supreme over all the world. We pray for those who are sick: for those afflicted with coronavirus; for 
those with other illnesses and conditions which leave them vulnerable; for those with poor mental 
health; for all who suffer; and for all others upon our hearts that we now name …Silence 
The LORD of hosts is with us.  
The God of Jacob is our refuge.  
 
Lord, we trust in you, because your love is constant: bring us comfort and healing, for you are always 
willing to save. We pray for all communities of faith throughout the world; for all clergy, and all the 
people in their care; for our hospital and hospice chaplains; for all who minister to the sick and the 
dying; and for all others upon our hearts that we now name …Silence 
The LORD of hosts is with us.  
The God of Jacob is our refuge.  
 
Lord, you are in the midst of us: keep us fearless in proclaiming your Word and works, and make us 
to be lights in the darkness. We pray for those who have died: for those taken suddenly; for those 
taken unexpectedly; for the families they leave behind; for their friends; for those who have died 
alone; for those who have no one to remember them and for all others upon our hearts that we now 
name…Silence 
The LORD of hosts is with us.  
The God of Jacob is our refuge.  
 
Lord, may those who have waited for you and hoped in your word know your steadfast love face to 
face. We offer up our hopes and fears, our joys and sorrows to God, our refuge and strength. Lord, 
listen to our prayers, and hear the voice of our supplications, as we, who trust in your word, eagerly 
await your help: for you are our God and we are your people. Amen. 
 



Mourner’s Kaddish  Led by Rabbi Beth Cohen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yitgadal v’yitkadash sh’mei raba, b’alma di-v’ra chi-r’utei, v’yamlich malchutei b’chayeichon u-
v’yomeichon, u-v’chayei d’chol beit Yisrael, ba-agala u-vi-z’man kariv, v’imru: amein.  Y’hei sh’mei 
raba m’varach l’alam u-l’almei almaya.  Yitbarach v’yishtabach, v’yitpa-ar v’yitromam v’yitnasei, v’yit-
hadar v’yit-aleh v’yit-halal sh’mei d’kudsha, b’rich hu, l’eila min kol birchata v’shirata, tushb’chata 
v’nechemata da-amiran b’alma, v’imru amein.  Y’hei shlama raba min shmaya, v’chayim aleinu v’al 
kol Yisrael, v’imru amein.  Oseh shalom bi-m’romav, hu ya-aseh shalom aleinu v’al kol Yisrael, v’imru 
amein. 
 

Magnified and sanctified be Your name, O God, throughout the world, which You have created 
according to Your will.  May Your sovereignty be accepted in our own days, in our own lives, and in 
the life of all the House of Israel, speedily and soon, and let us say, Amen.  May Your great name be 
blessed for ever and ever.  Exalted and honored, adored and acclaimed be Your name, O Holy One, 
blessed are You, whose glory transcends all praises, songs, and blessings voiced in the world, and let 
us say, Amen.  Grant abundant peace and life to us and to all Israel, and let us say, Amen.  May You 
who establish peace in the heavens, grant peace to us, to Israel, and to all the earth, and let us say, 
Amen. 
 

Unifying Prayers of Divergent Faiths led by the Rev. Elder Diane Fisher 
Written by the Rev. Carol Flett, retired Interfaith Officer, Diocese of Washington, DC 
 
Dear Lord, we ask you by all your beautiful names and attributes, to hear our prayer, as we observe 
the inauguration of Joseph Biden as the next President and Kamala Harris as the next Vice-
President of the United States of America. 
Silence 
 



Creator of us all, we give you thanks for manifesting your creativity, compassion and energy in the 
lives of Joseph and Kamala that they may join in your mission of peace on earth and good will 
toward all. 
Silence 
 
In the spirit of the Brahman, who taught that there are many different paths to God, to lead all 
persons of faith to comfort those afflicted by COVID-19. 
Silence 
 
We ask you by Abraham, whom you led to the promised land to be the father of many nations, to 
lead our nation to work with all nations in a plan to heal the world suffering from COVID-19. 
Silence 
 
We ask you by Moses, whom you saved from Pharaoh, along with the Israelites, through the waters 
of the Red Sea, to lead Joseph and Kamala through the challenging waters of leadership in the 
midst of economic uncertainty and political division. 
Silence 
 
We ask you by Jesus Christ, who taught us to prepare for the coming of God’s Kingdom, to 
support Joseph and Kamala as they promote justice, peace, and love in our nation. 
Silence 
 
We ask you by the light you cast on your beloved, the most praised one, Muhammad, to spread 
your light upon Joseph and Kamala that they may continue to see and hear the Divine in all 
persons. 
Silence 
 
We beseech you by the witness of Martin Luther King, Jr. and all who work for social justice, 
reconciliation and peace, to inspire us all to work together for the healing of our divides, with 
dedication and forbearance to strengthen the common good. 
Silence 
 
Wondrous teacher, we ask you by all of these faiths, that you bring our hearts together as your 
children to bless those who have died of COVID-19, and to comfort those who mourn the loss of 
loved ones. 
Silence 
 
We ask that you guide us all to live up to the true teachings of our faiths and that we be worthy of 
being called: Zoroastrians, Hindus, Buddhists, Jews, Christians, Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-
day Saints, Muslims, and Sikhs. May we all be instruments of your peace.  
Amen 
 

  



Concluding Prayers 
Almighty God, who hast given us this good land for our heritage: We humbly beseech thee that we 
may always prove ourselves a people mindful of thy favor and glad to do thy will. Bless our land with 
honorable industry, sound learning, and pure manners. Save us from violence, discord, and 
confusion; from pride and arrogance, and from every evil way. Defend our liberties, and fashion into 
one united people the multitudes brought hither out of many kindreds and tongues. Endue with the 
spirit of wisdom those to whom in thy Name we entrust the authority of government, that there may 
be justice and peace at home, and that, through obedience to thy law, we may show forth thy praise 
among the nations of the earth. In the time of prosperity, fill our hearts with thankfulness, and in the 
day of trouble, suffer not our trust in thee to fail; all which we ask in your most Holy Name. Amen. 
 
Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there 
is injury, pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is 
despair, hope; where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may 
not so much seek to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be 
loved as to love. For it is in giving that we receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; 
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life. Amen. 
 

Lord, it is night.  The night is for stillness.  Let us be still in the presence of God.  It is night after a 
long day.  What has been done has been done; what has not been done has not been done; let it be.  
The night is dark.  Let our fears of the darkness of the world and of our own lives rest in you.  The 
night is quiet.  Let the quietness of your peace enfold us, all dear to us, and all who have no peace.  
The night heralds the dawn.  Let us look expectantly to a new day, new joys, new possibilities.  In 
your name we pray.  Amen. 
 

The Abrahamic Priestly Blessing 
 

 ְיָבֶרְכ ְיהָוה, ְוִיְׁשְמֶר
Y’varechecha Adonai, v’yiysh-m’recha. 

, ִויֻחֶּנּךָ   ָיֵאר ְיהָוה ָּפָניו ֵאֶלי
Ya-er Adonai panav eylecha viy’chuneka. 

, ְוָיֵׂשם ְל ָׁשלֹום ִיָּׂשא ְיהָוה ָּפָניו ֵאֶלי  
Yiy-sa Adonai panav eylecha, v’ya-saym l’cha shalom. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face to shine upon you and be merciful to you. 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you and give you peace.  Amen. 
 

The Dismissal 
Let us go forth in peace. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Closing Hymn—America the Beautiful 
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