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         Saint Peter’s Episcopal Church     Advent 
         Lewes, Delaware     10:15 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

It is the tradition of  this service to participate in singing.  
Often beforehand, the music group may practice a new song for you to learn.  

 
WELCOME 
 
OPENING PRAYER 
In Advent we wait for you: God the maker, Jesus the storyteller, Holy Spirit of  life. 
In Advent we cry to you: God of  Justice, Jesus of  Bethlehem, Holy Spirit of  Hope. 
In Advent we long for you.  You, God, are our love, our warmth, our light. 
 
MOMENT OF SILENCE 
 
THE LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH 
With the rising of  the midwinter sun and the lighting of  candles, scatter the darkness with the 
light of  Your love, O Shining One.  Make us short on mean thoughts and long on offering words 
of  comfort.  Make us short on being driven and long on paying attention.  Make us short on fo-
cusing only on ourselves and long on looking beyond towards You and others.  Make us short on 
obsessive lists and long on spontaneous acts of  kindness.  Make us short on mindless activity, 
and long on time for reflection.  Make us short on rushing and tiring and long on walking and 
wondering.  Make us short on guilt and long on being gentle with ourselves.  Make us short on 
being overwhelmed and long on peaceableness as we begin this day together in this Holy season 
of  expectation.  May we, like these candles, burn bright as witnesses of  hope and compassion.  
Amen.   
 
SONG: “Christmas is Coming”  (Page 11) 
The verse will match the Advent week. 
 
COLLECT  
Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant: Let us pray.  (The Priest will read the Collect of  the Day.)  
People: Amen. 
 
THE LESSON 
Reader:  A reading from the Old or New Testament according to _________. 
 
After the lesson, the Reader says 
Reader:  Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people. 
People:  Thanks be to God. 
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CANTICLE   
 
Gospeller: The Holy Gospel of  our Lord Jesus Christ according to _____. 
People:  Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
The Gospel is read, after which is said  
Gospeller: The Gospel of  the Lord. 
People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 
THE CONVERSATION 

All children and youth are invited to come up and sit on the carpet  
next to the priest to have the conversation. 

INTERCESSIONS FOR ADVENT 
The Leader and People pray responsively. 
Come, Lord Jesus, into the darkness of  our world; a world where there is injustice, racial tension 
and war, where many people still lack the basics of  food and clean water. 

silence 

Come, Lord Jesus, into the uncertain future of  migrants who risk everything to escape atrocities 
yet know that they could still end up paying with their lives. 

silence 

Come, Lord Jesus, into our communities where many are struggling with redundancy and debt 
and food banks have become a lifeline for those in need. 

silence 

Come, Lord Jesus, into the darkness of  our cities where greed and discrimination make misery in 
people’s lives. 

silence 

Come, Lord Jesus, into our lives and into the lives of  those for whom we are concerned.  Bring 
comfort to the bereaved and to those who are struggling to cope with life on their own. 

During the silence, the congregation may give voice to the concerns that are upon their heart. 

Come, Lord Jesus, give reassurance where there is fear, and confidence where there is doubt.  
Wherever people are hurting, come and let your light shine.  Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

The Deacon or Celebrant says  Let us confess our sins to God. 

Silence may be kept.   

Minister and People 
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God of  all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will in our 
lives.  We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, and in the world you 
have created.  We repent of  the evil that enslaves us, the evil we have done, and the evil 
done on our behalf.  Forgive, restore, and strengthen us through our Savior Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love and serve only your will. Amen. 

Absolution 

Celebrant:  Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the grace of  Jesus 
Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of  the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal 
life.  Amen. 

THE PEACE 
Celebrant: The peace of  the Lord be always with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
GREETING AND BLESSINGS FOR BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 
 
SONG OF THANKS 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

It is our tradition to stand as all children and youth are invited  to gather around the altar  
to be present in the Eucharistic prayers.  We ask that no one touch the candles for safety purposes. 

 
THE HOLY COMMUNION PRAYER 
Celebrant: The Lord be with you 
People:  and also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:  It is right to give thanks and praise. 
 
Celebrant: It is always right to give you thanks, God our Creator, loving and faithful, holy and 

strong.  You made us and the whole universe, and filled your world with life.  You 
sent your Son to live among us, Jesus our Savior, Mary's child.  He suffered on the 
cross; he died to save us from our sins; he rose in glory from the dead.  You send 
your Spirit to bring new life to the world, and clothe us with power from on high.  
And so we join the angels to celebrate and sing: 
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Holy, Holy, Holy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Holy, Holy Holy, Lord God, Power and Might 
 Heaven and earth are full of  your glory 
 Hosanna in the Highest. 
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of  the Lord 
 Holy, holy, holy 
 Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Celebrant: Father, on the night before he died, Jesus shared a meal with his friends. 

He took the bread, and thanked you.  He broke it, and gave it to them, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do this to remember me. 
After the meal, Jesus took the cup of  wine.  He thanked you, and gave it to them, 
saying: Drink this, all of  you. This is my blood, the new promise of  God's unfail-
ing love.  Do this to remember me.  Great is the mystery of  faith: 

People:   Christ has died:  Christ is risen:  Christ will come again. 
 
Celebrant: Father, as we bring this bread and wine, and remember his death and resurrection, 

send your Holy Spirit, that we who share these gifts may be fed by Christ's body 
and his blood.  Pour your Spirit on us ☩ that we may love one another, work for 
the healing of  the earth, and share the good news of  Jesus, as we wait for his 
coming in glory.  For honor and praise belong to you, Father, with Jesus your Son, 
and the Holy Spirit: one God, for ever and ever. 

People:  Amen. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER  It is St. Peter’s tradition to hold hands during this prayer. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
THE BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

After the bread is broken, please join the cantor in singing this prayerful song 
It is a round and you are welcome to sing it as such. 
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FRACTION ANTHEM 
   For Thy Gracious Blessing Traditional 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Celebrant: The Gifts of  God for the People of  God.  Take them in remembrance that Christ 

died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 
 

COMMUNION 
 All God’s people are welcome to receive the Holy Sacrament, including children. If  you do not wish to re-
ceive the Sacrament but would like a blessing, cross your arms over your chest and the priest will bless you. If  it is 
difficult for you to leave your seat, please notify someone and the Sacrament will be brought to you. 
 

COMMUNION SONG OR MEDITATION 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
Celebrant: Let us pray. 
People: Loving God, we give you thanks for restoring us in your image and nourish-

ing us with spiritual food in the Sacrament of  Christ’s Body and Blood. Now 
send us forth a people, forgiven, healed, renewed; that we may proclaim your 
love to the world and continue in the risen life of  Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

THE BLESSING AND DISMISSAL 
 

Celebrant: Go with joy; may you be surprised by angels and join in their laughter.  
People: Go with empty hands: may you receive the generosity of  others and the 

blessings of  God. 
 

Chalice bearer: Go with full hearts: may you find opportunities to share all you have been given. 
Celebrant: Go in the love of  the Creator: who gives us life and calls us by name. 
People: Go in the love of  the Son: who walks with us. 
 

Chalice bearer: Go in the love of  the Spirit; who feeds us and leads us home. 
Celebrant: Go in peace. 
All: Go in peace. 
 

Celebrant: God bless each of  us as we travel on; may we discover tables spread in the wilder-
ness and companions on the road.  May the blessings of  God: Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit be with you now and always. 

All: Amen. 
 

CLOSING SONG  
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2) The second for the prophets.  
who said that Christ would come 
with good news for many 
and angry words for some. 
 
4) The fourth is for the Virgin, 
who mothered God’s own Son 
and sang how God’s justice 
was meant for everyone. 
 

3) The third is for the Baptist, 
who cried, ‘Prepare the way. 
Be ready for Jesus, 
today and every day.’ 
 
5) At last we light the candle 
kept new for Christmas day. 
This shines bright for Jesus, 
new-born, and here to stay. 
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2) Earth has longed for his approach; 
hurry, the Lord is near; 
straighten the road, smooth the path, 
hurry, the Lord is near! 
 
4) He is the mighty One, he is the Word; 
hurry, the Lord is near; 
God everlasting, Prince of  Peace, 
hurry, the Lord is near! 
 

3) Go out to meet him, shout his name: 
hurry, the Lord is near; 
his mighty kingdom shall never end, 
hurry, the Lord is near! 



 

ϭϭ 



 

ϭϮ 
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O come, O come, Emmanuel 
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Peace before Us           David Haas 
Peace before us, peace behind us, peace under our feet. 
Peace within us, peace over us, let all around us be peace. 
 

Love before us, love behind us, love under our feet. 
Love within us, love over us, let all around us be love. 
 

Light before us, light behind us, light under our feet. 
Light within us, light over us, let all around us be light. 
 

Christ before us, Christ behind us, Christ under our feet. 
Christ within us, Christ over us, let all around us be Christ. 
 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

Peace before us, peace behind us, peace under our feet. 
Peace within us, peace over us, let all around us be peace. 



 

ϭϱ 
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There’s a voice in the wilderness crying 



 

ϭϳ 



 

ϭϴ 



 

ϭϵ 
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We Come Today       by Mark Friedman 



 

Ϯϭ 
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First Sunday of  Advent 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of  darkness, and put on the armor of  
light, now in the time of  this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in 
great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge 
both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Matthew 24:36–44  Jesus said, 36“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the an-
gels of  heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of  Noah were, so will be 
the coming of  the Son of  Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 39and they 
knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so too will be the coming of  the 
Son of  Man. 40Then two will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two 
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if  
the owner of  the house had known in what part of  the night the thief  was coming, he would 
have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also 
must be ready, for the Son of  Man is coming at an unexpected hour.  
Second Sunday of  Advent 
Merciful God, who sent your messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare the 
way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that we may 
greet with joy the coming of  Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Matthew 3:1–12  In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of  Judea, pro-
claiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of  heaven has come near.” 3This is the one of  whom 
the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, “The voice of  one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of  the Lord, make his paths straight.’ ” 4Now John wore clothing of  camel’s 
hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the 
people of  Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, 
6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 7But when he saw 
many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You brood of  vipers! 
Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come? 8Bear fruit worthy of  repentance. 9Do not 
presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able 
from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root of  
the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the 
fire.  11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is com-
ing after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit 
and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will 
gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff  he will burn with unquenchable fire.”  
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Third Sunday of  Advent 
Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are 
sorely hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
Matthew 11:2–11  2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 
his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for anoth-
er?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: 5the blind receive their 
sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf  hear, the dead are raised, and the poor 
have good news brought to them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 7As 
they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into 
the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 8What then did you go out to see? 
Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 
9What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 
10This is the one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of  you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 11Truly I tell you, among those born of  women no 
one has arisen greater than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of  heaven is great-
er than he.  
Fourth Sunday of  Advent 
Purify our conscience, Almighty God, by your daily visitation, that your Son Jesus Christ, at 
his coming, may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; who lives and reigns with you, 
in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
Matthew 1:18–25  18Now the birth of  Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his 
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to 
be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and un-
willing to expose her to public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he 
had resolved to do this, an angel of  the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, 
son of  David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is 
from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save 
his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet:   23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall 
name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, 
he did as the angel of  the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no mar-
ital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus.  
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The Iona service is now incorporating meditative Taizé chants from the community in France.  Sing-
ing is one of  the most important forms of  prayer.  A few words sung over and over again reinforce 
the meditative quality of  the prayer.  They express a basic reality of  faith that can quickly be 
grasped by the intellect and that gradually penetrates the heart and the whole being.  These simple 
chants also provide a way of  praying when one is alone, during the day or at night, er even in the si-
lence of  one’s heart while one is working.  The Taizé Community is an ecumenical Christian com-
munity dedicated to peace, reconciliation and youth.  It is hoped that the youth of  Saint Peter’s will 
travel in pilgrimage to France in 2022. 


