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ORGAN VOLUNTARY Divinum Mysterium John R. Watkinson (1904-1972) 
 

    At the sound of the bell, all stand. 
 

THE BLESSING OF THE LIGHT 
 

Officiant  You, O Lord are my lamp: 
People  You turn our darkness into light. 
Officiant  With you, O Lord, is the well of life: 
People  In your light shall we see light. 
Officiant  Your word is a lantern to my feet: 
People  and a light upon our path. 
Officiant  Jesus Christ is the Light of the world: 
People  a light no darkness can quench. 
 
 

HYMN IN PROCESSION 

 

All sing: 
All Women: 

All Men: 
All sing: 
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Words: Marcus Aurelius Clemens Prudentius (348-410?); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866)  

& Henry Williams Baker (1821-1877), alt. 
Music: Divinum Mysterium, arr. David Willcocks 

 
THE BIDDING PRAYER 
 

Officiant  My brothers and sisters, we draw together this night in the solemn season of Advent, a 
season in which the Church bids us prepare for the coming of Christ; a coming that we 
recall in the child of Bethlehem; a coming that we experience in the gift of his Spirit, in the 
bread of the Eucharist, in the joys of human lives that are shared; a coming for which we 
wait, when God will gather up all things in Christ. Let us renew that vision of God’s perfect 
kingdom, which is the end of all our strivings and the consummation of God’s loving 
purpose for us. 

 
Let us confess, in sorrow and penitence, our failures to reflect the beauty and goodness of 
God’s purpose, and seek pardon for those sins which frustrate his redemptive purposes 
and hinder the advent of his reign of love. 
 
In prayer, praise, and song this night we give voice to the hope set forth in Scripture, that 
God’s kingdom shall come; and, as we prepare for the day to dawn upon us from on high, 
so we commend ourselves and the whole human family to God’s keeping. We pray for the 
leaders of the nations, that all who govern may work together for the establishment of 
justice, freedom, and peace. We pray for the Church throughout the world, for this parish, 
and for our ministry in partnership with agencies who serve those in need. As we turn to 
the light, let us have on our hearts all those who see no light, for whom all is darkness and 
despair. Let us pray that they also may be illumined by Christ who is our light. 
 
We remember all those who rejoice with us, but upon another shore and in a greater light, 
that multitude which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, Jesus 
Christ our Lord, through whom we offer our prayer for the coming of his Kingdom in the 
words he taught us: 

 

All  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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All sing. 
 
THE GREAT “O” ANTIPHON O Sapientia 




Officiant  Let us pray.  
Merciful God, who sent thy messengers the prophets to preach repentance and prepare 
the way for our salvation: Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, that 
we may greet with joy the coming of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; who liveth and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

   The Congregation sits. 
 
THE FIRST LESSON 

Proverbs 1:20-23 
Reader  A reading from the book of Proverbs. 
 

Wisdom cries out in the street; in the squares she raises her voice. At the busiest corner 
she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she speaks: ‘How long, O simple ones, will 
you love being simple? How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate 
knowledge? Give heed to my reproof; I will pour out my thoughts to you; I will make my 
words known to you.’ 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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ANTHEM 
Let all mortal flesh keep silence 
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly-minded, 
for with blessing in his hand 
Christ, our Lord, to earth descendeth, 
our full homage to demand. 
 
King of kings, yet born of Mary, 
as of old on earth he stood, 
Lord of lords in human vesture, 
in the Body and the Blood 
he will give to all the faithful 
his own self for heav’nly food. 

Rank on rank the host of heaven 
spreads its vanguard on the way 
as the Light of Light, descendeth 
from the realms of endless day, 
that the pow’rs of hell may vanish 
as the darkness clears away. 
 
At his feet the six-wing’d seraph, 
cherubim with sleepless eye, 
veil their faces to the presence 
as with ceaseless voice they cry: 
“Alleluia, alleluia! 
Alleluia, Lord Most High!”

 

Text: Liturgy of St. James; para. Gerard Moultrie (1829-1885) 
Music: 17th Century French Carol, Arr. Gustav Holst (1874-1934) 


 All stand and sing. 
 
THE GREAT “O” ANTIPHON O Adonai

 



Officiant  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cast away the works of darkness, and put upon us 
the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which thy Son Jesus Christ came to 
visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his glorious majesty 
to judge both the quick and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who 
liveth and reigneth with thee and the Holy Ghost, one God, now and for ever. Amen.  

 
   The Congregation sits. 
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THE SECOND LESSON 
1 Corinthians 15:45-49 

Reader  A reading from the first letter to the Corinthians. 
 
Thus it is written, ‘The first man, Adam, became a living being’; the last Adam became a life-
giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then the spiritual. 
The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was 
the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those 
who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the 
image of the man of heaven. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM     Adam Lay Ybounden 

Adam lay ybounden, 
Bounden in a bond: 
Four thousand winter 
Thought he not too long. 
 
And all was for an apple, 
An apple that he took, 
As clerkès finden 
Written in their book. 

Nè had the apple taken been, 
The apple taken been, 
Nè had never our lady 
Abeen heavenè queen. 
 
Blessèd be the time 
That apple taken was, 
Therefore we moun singen, 
Deo gracias!

 

Words: Anonymous  
Music: James H. Laster (b. 1934) 

 All stand and sing. 
 
THE GREAT “O” ANTIPHON O Radix Jesse 
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Officiant  Let us pray.  
Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 
hindered by our sins, let thy bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world 
without end. Amen. 

 
   The Congregation sits. 
 
THE THIRD LESSON 

Isaiah 11:10-12 
Reader  A reading from the prophet Isaiah. 
 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall inquire of 
him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. On that day the Lord will extend his hand yet a second 
time to recover the remnant that is left of his people, from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, 
from Ethiopia, from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the coastlands of the sea. He 
will raise a signal for the nations, and will assemble the outcasts of Israel, and gather the 
dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the earth. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM    Es ist ein Ros entsprungen   Melchior Vulpius (1570-1615) 

Es ist ein Ros entsprungen 
aus einer Wurzel zart, 
wie uns die Alten sungen, 
von Jesse kam die Art. 

Lo, how a Rose e’er blooming 
from tender stem hath sprung! 
Of Jesse’s lineage coming, 
as men of old have sung.



 

 All stand and sing the hymn on the next page. 
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HYMN 

 
Words: German, 15th Century; tr. Theodore Baker (1851-1934), Friedrich Layritz (1808-1859), Harriet Reynolds Krauth Spaeth (1845-1925) 

Music: Es is ein Ros, melody from Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengesang,  1599; Harm. Michael Praetorius (1571-1621) 
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 All stand and sing. 
 
THE GREAT “O” ANTIPHON O Clavis David 

 
 

Officiant  Let us pray. 
We beseech thee, O Lord, pour thy grace into our hearts, that we who have known the 
incarnation of thy Son Jesus Christ, announced by an angel to the Virgin Mary, may by his 
cross and passion be brought unto the glory of his resurrection; who liveth and reigneth with 
thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever Amen. 

 
   The Congregation sits. 
 
THE FOURTH LESSON 

Luke 1:26-35, 38 
Reader  A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 
 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a 
virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was 
Mary. And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.’ But she was 
much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said 
to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And now, you will conceive 
in your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 
He will reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ Mary 
said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ The angel said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit 
will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child 
to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God.’ Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant 
of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
 

Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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ANTHEM     Magnificat in C      Charles Villiers Stanford (1852-1924) 
 
My soul doth magnify the Lord. And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Savior. For he hath regarded the 
lowliness of his handmaiden. For behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that 
is mighty hath magnified me: and holy is his Name. And his mercy is on them that fear him: throughout all 
generations. He hath shewed strength with his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their 
hearts. He hath put down the mighty from their seat: and hath exalted the humble and meek. He hath filled 
the hungry with good things: and the rich he hath sent empty away. He remembering his mercy hath holpen 
his servant Israel: as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be, world without end. Amen. 
 
 All stand and sing. 
 
THE GREAT “O” ANTIPHON O Oriens 

 
 

 
 

Officiant  Let us pray. 
 

O God, whose blessed Son was manifested that he might destroy the works of the devil and 
make us children of God and heirs of eternal life: Grant us, we beseech thee, that, having this 
hope, we may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that, when he shall appear again with power 
and great glory, we may be made like unto him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where 
with thee, O Father, and thee, O Holy Ghost, he liveth and reigneth ever, one God, world 
without end. Amen. 



   The Congregation sits. 
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THE FIFTH LESSON 
Luke 1:57-80 

Reader  A reading from the Gospel of Luke. 
 
Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore a son. Her neighbors and relatives heard that 
the Lord had shown his great mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. On the eighth day they came to 
circumcise the child, and they were going to name him Zechariah after his father. But his mother said, 
‘No; he is to be called John.’ They said to her, ‘None of your relatives has this name.’ Then they began 
motioning to his father to find out what name he wanted to give him. He asked for a writing-tablet and 
wrote, ‘His name is John.’ And all of them were amazed. Immediately his mouth was opened and his 
tongue freed, and he began to speak, praising God. Fear came over all their neighbors, and all these things 
were talked about throughout the entire hill country of Judea. All who heard them pondered them and 
said, ‘What then will this child become?’ For, indeed, the hand of the Lord was with him. Then his father 
Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke this prophecy: ‘Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for 
he has looked favorably on his people and redeemed them. He has raised up a mighty savior for us in the 
house of his servant David, as he spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from of old, that we 
would be saved from our enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. Thus he has shown the mercy 
promised to our ancestors, and has remembered his holy covenant, the oath that he swore to our ancestor 
Abraham, to grant us that we, being rescued from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without 
fear, in holiness and righteousness before him all our days. And you, child, will be called the prophet of 
the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give knowledge of salvation to his 
people by the forgiveness of their sins. By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break 
upon us, to give light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the 
way of peace.’ The child grew and became strong in spirit, and he was in the wilderness until the day he 
appeared publicly to Israel. 
 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 

 All stand and sing the hymn on the next page.  
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Words: The Venerable Bede (673-735); tr. John Mason Neale (1818-1866), alt. 

Music: The Truth from Above, English melody; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958) 
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THE GREAT “O” ANTIPHON O Rex Gentium 
 

 


 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
 

We beseech thee, Almighty God, to purify our consciences by thy daily visitation, that when 
thy Son Jesus Christ cometh he may find in us a mansion prepared for himself; through the 
same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

   The Congregation sits. 
 

 
THE SIXTH LESSON 

Revelation 22:12, 16-17, 20 
Reader  A reading from the Revelation of St. John the Divine. 

 
‘See, I am coming soon; my reward is with me, to repay according to everyone’s work. It is 
I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony for the churches. I am the root and 
the descendant of David, the bright morning star.’ The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ And 
let everyone who hears say, ‘Come.’ And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone who 
wishes take the water of life as a gift. The one who testifies to these things says, ‘Surely I am 
coming soon.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

 
Reader  Hear what the Spirit is saying to the people. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
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ANTHEM   E’en So Lord Jesus, Quickly Come        Paul Manz (1919-2009) 
 

Peace be to you and grace from Him 
Who freed us from our sins, 
Who loved us all and shed His blood 
That we might saved be 
 
Sing Holy, Holy to our Lord, 
The Lord, Almighty God, 
Who was and is and is to come 
Sing Holy, Holy, Lord! 

 

Rejoice in heaven, all ye that dwell therein 
Rejoice on earth, ye saints below 
For Christ is coming, is coming soon 
For Christ is coming soon! 
 
E'en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come 
And night shall be no more 
They need no light nor lamp nor sun 
For Christ will be their All!

   The Congregation stands. 
 
THE GREAT “O” ANTIPHON O Emmanuel 

 
 
Officiant  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whose sovereign purpose none can make void: give us faith to be steadfast 
amid the tumults of this world: knowing that thy kingdom shall come and thy will be done, to 
thy eternal glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Officiant The Spirit and the Church cry out: 
People  Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
Officiant All those who wait his appearance pray: 
People  Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
Officiant The whole creation pleads: 
People  Come, Lord Jesus! 
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 CLOSING HYMN (All sing.) 
 

 
Words: Charles Wesley (1707-1788) 

Music: Helmsley, melody Augustine Arne (1710-1778) 
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THE ADVENT BLESSING 
 
Officiant  May God the Father, judge all-merciful, make us worthy of a place in his kingdom. Amen.  

May God the Son. Coming among us in power, reveal to us the path from darkness to 
light. Amen.  

May God the Holy Spirit make us steadfast in faith, joyful in hope, and constant in love. 
Amen. 

  And the blessing of God Almighty,  the Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost, be upon 
you and abide with you this night and for ever. Amen.  

 
CONCLUDING VERSICLE AND RESPONSE 
 

 
 

   The Congregation is seated after the retiring procession and asked to keep silence during the Voluntary. 
 
 
ORGAN VOLUNTARY Rhapsody on Helmsley W. Lloyd Webber (1914 - 1982) 
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PARTICIPANTS IN THIS EVENING’S SERVICE 
 

Lesson 1: Drew Somerset, youth member of St. Peter’s 
 

Lesson 2: The Hon. Russ Huxtable, State Senator-elect 
 

Lesson 3: The Rev. Rita Beauchamp Nelson 
 

Lesson 4: The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Kaeton 
 

Lesson 5: The Rev. Rebecca Brenner 
 

Lesson 6: The Rev. Ray Michener 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 
 

Christmas Eve 
Saturday, December 24th 

5:00 p.m. Festal Eucharist with Children’s Pageant 
7:30 p.m. Festal Eucharist with Handbell Choir 

11:00 p.m. Festal Eucharist with Parish Choir (10:30 prelude) 
 

Christmas Day 
Sunday, December 25th 

9:00 a.m. Festal Eucharist with Congregational Carols 
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ST. CECILIA GUILD DONORS 
(As of November 29, 2022)

Saint ($2500+) 
Tom Crowley 
 
Seraphim ($1500+) 
Howard Bevard & John Padden 
 
Cherubim ($750+) 
Michael Main & Richard 
McPherson 
Don Matthews 
 
Archangel ($350+) 
Stuart Brahs 
Rebecca Brenner 
David Hogue 
Robert & Judy Howard 
Claudette John 
William Manthorpe 
Bill & Ann Lyn Martin 
John & Bonny Mears 
Margaret Naylor 
Erin Sola 
St. Peter's Bell Choir5 
Sara Sylwester 
Laura Troxell 
Chuck & Joanne Ward 
 

Angel ($150+) 
Anonymous Donor 
Michael & Barbara Alushin 
Bill & Patty Bennett 
Bruce BolanderA 

Pat & Gary Casadei 
Joe DiSalvo 
Bob & Karen Fischer 
John & Mary Grau 
Pete & Betsy Hansot 
Mike & Alice Harris 
Eleanor Hodges1,3,4 

The Rev. Larry & Susan Hofer 
Erika Joyce 
Nancy King & Joseph Parker 
Chris Mark 
The Rev. Ray Michener 
  & The Rev. Tom Carlson 
Judy Moore 
Tracy Mulveny1 

Emily Nielson & T.J. Thomas 
Mike & Jessica Potter 
Lois Powell 
Mary Presta 
Laurel Quinn 
Scott Samples & Jeff Whipple 
John & Michele Schultz 
Nanette SheerinB 

Ernie & Patty Soffronoff 
Marylou Wellbrock-Reeves 
 

Cantor ($75) 
Gavin & Lou Braithwaite 
Anne & Tony Broomfield 
Roo Brown 
Carol Conroy 
Stephen Cordano 
Janice Erich & Rob Morgan 
Jackie Ferris & Candy Williams 
Art & Norma Jane Henry2 
Susan Jacob 
Barbara Kelly & Ann McNeil 
Tommy Murray 
Natalie Kerr 
Grace Lowe 
Sandra Pace & Barbara Passikoff 
Sue Potts & Karen Kohn 
John & Melanie Samardza 
Doug Thomson 
Michael Weider 
Stephanie Williams 
 

THANK YOU! 
 

Donations in memory of: 

1Cathy Mark 
2 Preston Beall 

3Richard Freeman 
4Herm Schechinger 

5Dini Romito

Donations in honor of/in thanksgiving for: 
ABirthday of Lois Powell 

BScott Samples

s
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INTRODUCTION 
In the Middle Ages, the Church kept Advent as a season of great solemnity – a time in which to meditate 
upon the ultimate issues of death, judgment, hell and heaven. Advent, though, was also a time of great 
rejoicing. For Christ would come, not only as Judge, but also as Savior, and would usher in the Kingdom of 
God. Advent, therefore, provided a vivid preparation for Christmas. Processions from West to East, and 
the use of lights, spoke of the Church’s hope in the coming of Christ – the Light of the world – to banish 
sin and darkness. This Service is structured around the great Advent Antiphons, known as the Great ‘Os’. 
These were sung originally as Antiphons to the Magnificat at the Evening Office from 17th to 23rd 
December, and have provided a rich source of devotional imagery in Advent. The second word of each 
antiphon yields an acrostic: read in inverse order from the last to the first stanza, the words begin with the 
letters ERO CRAS, which is Latin for “I shall be present tomorrow.” If one antiphon is sung each day, the 
full text of the acrostic is revealed only on the day before Christmas Eve. The readings and music serve to 
complement the Antiphons, and help us reflect on the theme of the Christ who comes to judge and save 
his people. Even so come, Lord Jesus 
 
For the past seven years the St. Cecilia Music Guild has provided a broad spectrum of music programming, 
including classical, gospel, jazz, and contemporary. This new season will prove to be an exciting musical 
journey that celebrates the expertise of women in various forms of music performance: from the sublime 
sounds of the harpsichord and soprano voice, to the majestic sounds of the organ, the eloquent sounds 
of the violin and colorful sounds of the piano, the dynamic sounds of a brass ensemble featuring some of 
America’s top female brass, our own exceptional Lewes Chamber Players, and the great tonal beauty and 
powerful lyricism of a world- renowned string quartet. The timeless beauty of our parish’s Anglican choral 
tradition will be heard in services with special music.  
As we continue in our mission as an outreach ministry of the music program at St. Peter’s, the Guild 
extends our appreciation to the donors, friends, and visitors who have, through their generosity, enabled 
us to present programs that are educational, inclusive, and accessible to all members of our community at 
no cost. We hope that you will continue to support our efforts by making a financial gift to the Guild. 
Thank you for your continued support and we look forward to seeing you at this season’s concerts and 
special events.! 
Sincerely, 
Standing Committee of St. Cecilia Music Guild 

Michael Alushin 
Pat Casadei 
Joe DiSalvo 
Ann Freeman 
Lois Powell 
Joanne Ward 
Kelley Mallon, Parish Administrator 
Sue Potts, Senior Warden 
Fr. Jeffrey Ross, Rector 
T.J. Thomas, Minister of Music 

  

Scan the code below with your phone’s camera  
and use our secure online giving portal. Select 
“St. Cecilia Guild” as your designated fund. 
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CLERGY & STAFF 

The Rev. Jeffrey Austin Ross, Rector 
The Rev. Doug Culton, Rector Emeritus 

The Rev. Canon Mark Harris Associate for Mission and Outreach 
The Rev. Carlyle Gill, Associate for Pastoral Care 

The Rev. Ray Michener, Associate for Family Ministries 
The Rev. Ted Olson, Associate for Adult Formation 

The Rev. Deacon Paula Waite, Chaplain to Beebe Hospital 
The Rev. Deacon Larry Norfleet, Parish Deacon 
Jessica Potter, Family Ministry and Communications 

Kelley Mallon, Parish Administrator 
T. J. Thomas, Minister of Music 

Robert Reehorst, Sexton 
 

SABBATICAL MUSICIANS 
Georgiana Ibach (organ - 8 am Sunday), Michael Main (Parish Choir Director),  

Richard McPherson (organ - 10 am Sunday), Judy Moore (Handbell Choir Director) 
 

VESTRY LEADERSHIP 
Sue Potts, Senior Warden, Tracy Mulveny, Junior Warden 

Jody Barbarulo—Pastoral Care, Stuart Brahs—Capital Campaign  
Randy Burton—Property, Pat Casadei—Christian Formation  

Jackie Ferris—Special Events, John Mears—Invite, Welcome & Connect 
Lois Powell—Worship & Music, Scott Samples—Art Show 

Dan Somerset—Mission & Outreach, Gordon Tanner—Special Projects 
 
 
 
 
 

ST. PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
P.O. Box 464 
Lewes, DE 19958 
(302) 645-8479 

www.stpeterslewes.org 
 


