


Dear Friends, 
It is with great pleasure that St. Cecilia 
Music Guild at St. Peter’s Church shares 
the schedule of our seventh concert 
season. This 2022–23 season will prove 
to be an exciting musical journey that 
celebrates the expertise of women in 
various forms of music performance. 

This new season will showcase the sublime sounds of 
the harpsichord and soprano voice, the majestic sounds 
of the organ, the eloquent sounds of the violin and 
colorful sounds of the piano, the dynamic sounds of a 
brass ensemble featuring some of America’s top female 
brass, our own exceptional Lewes Chamber Players, and 
the great tonal beauty and powerful lyricism of a world-
renowned string quartet. The timeless beauty of our 
parish’s Anglican choral tradition will be heard in services 
with special music.

As we continue in our mission as an outreach ministry 
of the music program at St. Peter’s, the Guild extends 
our appreciation to the donors, friends, and visitors who 
have, through their generosity, enabled us to present 
programs that are educational, inclusive, and accessible 
to all members of our community at no cost. We hope 
that you will continue to support our efforts by making 

a financial gift to the Guild. For your convenience a 
contribution envelope is enclosed in this brochure, or visit 
stpeterslewes.org and click “Online Giving.”

Thank you for your continued support and we look 
forward to seeing you at this season’s concerts and 
special events.
Sincerely,

Lois Powell
Vestry Member for Worship and Music

Standing Committee of St. Cecilia Music Guild

Michael Alushin
Pat Casadei
Joe DiSalvo
Ann Freeman
Lois Powell
Joanne Ward

Ex-officio
Kelley Mallon, Parish Administrator
Fr. Jeffrey Ross, Rector
Sue Potts, Senior Warden
T.J. Thomas, Minister of Music

Yes! I would like to pledge my support 
with a tax-deductible contribution. 

Scan here for online giving.



Parish Choir

St. Peter’s Parish Choir is an ensemble of approximately 25 
singers who provide musical leadership at the 10:00 Eucharist 
most Sundays from September to early June, as well as at 
special liturgies throughout the year. In addition to preparing 
choral anthems for each liturgy, the parish choir sings the psalm 
appointed for the day and leads congregational hymns and 
responses. The choir’s primary focus is the repertoire of our 
Anglican choral heritage spanning many centuries, though we 
also perform a wide spectrum of music from chant to gospel. 

The parish choir is open to adults and high school-aged youth. 
Please contact T.J. Thomas to schedule a vocal hearing and 
interview.

Pictured left, photo by Justin Nixon

Handbell Choir

Eleven ringers comprise the handbell choir, which focuses on 
ensemble repertoire for our worship services. The handbell choir 
typically rings at one 10am Sunday service a month, a Christmas 
Eve service, and one of the Holy Week liturgies. Music includes 
bell choir anthems, as well as accompanying hymns, service 
music, and our singing choirs. We perform with four octaves  
(49 bells, C4–C8) of Schulmerich English handbells, as well as 
five octaves of hand chimes. 

This choir is open to those with the ability to read music. 
Previous handbell experience is helpful but not required.  
Please contact T.J. Thomas for more information.



Located in the center of “The First Town In The First State," 
St. Peter’s Episcopal Church has served the spiritual 
needs of Lewes, Delaware, since 1680. Early settlers who 
were members of the Church of England formed the 
first congregation. The congregation’s third and present 
building on the corner of Second and Market Streets was 
dedicated in 1858 by Bishop Alfred Lee.

Today St. Peter’s has grown to be one of the largest 
parishes in the Episcopal Diocese of Delaware. Our mission 
is to share the love of God through worship, Christian 
formation, and reaching out to those in need. Worship is at 
the heart of our common life, with music playing a central 
role. In both liturgical and performance settings the 
intimate church building is an ideal acoustic for praising 
God in song or enjoying a chamber music concert. 

Our annual art show in July, now in its 57th year, donates 
all proceeds to local organizations working with those 
in need. The "Little Cupboard" next to our labyrinth 
on Second Street provides free food and toiletries to 
anyone who needs them. St. Peter’s collaborates with the 
Southern Delaware Alliance for Racial Justice to educate 
and advocate for an end to racism in our area.  

We look forward to welcoming you to St. Peter’s Church 
for worship and the many events contained in this 
brochure.

Worship Services
Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.
Saturday, 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.

2022
Sunday, September 18
 4:00 Joyce Chen, harpsichord
  Elissa Edwards, soprano
  Shelby Yamin, violin

Friday, October 21
 7:00 Caroline Robinson, organist

Friday, November 11
 7:00 Sylvia Ahramjian, violin 
  Cynthia Raim, piano 

Sunday, December 4
 5:00 Advent Lessons and Carols 

Saturday, December 24
 5:00 Family Service with Children’s Pageant
 7:30 Festal Eucharist with Handbells
 10:30 Prelude with Carol Sing 
 11:00 Festal Choral Eucharist

2023
Sunday, February 5
 3:o0 Seraph Brass

Sunday, March 19
 2:00 Lewes Chamber Players

Sunday, April 9
 8:00 & 10:00 a.m.  
  Festal Choral Eucharist for Easter Day

Friday, May 5
 7:30 Marian Anderson String Quartet

Please see the following pages for additional information about 
musicians and programs.

All events p.m. unless noted.



Soprano Elissa Edwards is an exponent of early 
music and hailed for her ‘pliant, seductive, free-
ranging voice’ (Gramophone) and her ‘glistening 
tone’ (Early Music America). She is also a sacred 
music specialist and has been a featured soloist 
in many oratorio and cantata performances in 
the US and UK. Recent performance highlights 
include featured appearances with Washington 
National Cathedral, Bach in Baltimore, Winterthur 
Museum & Library, Gotham Early Music Series, 
The Peabody Institute of the Johns Hopkins, 
the Barbara Strozzi Symposium at Princeton 
University, American Harp Society, Amherst Early 
Music Festival, Yorkshire Baroque Soloists and The 
National Center for Early Music, UK. Ms. Edwards 

is the artist-in-residence of the Hammond-Harwood House Museum and is on 
the faculty of the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. and The Peabody 
Institute of Johns Hopkins University. Her critically acclaimed album, Vago 
Desio, which features cantatas and arias from Barbara Strozzi’s Opus 8 (Acis 
APL90277) is now available. (www.elissaedwards.com) 

Elissa Edwards, soprano

A native of Taiwan, Dr. Joyce Chen 
(harpsichord) is a recipient of the 2018 
Individual Artist Fellowship from the 
Delaware Division of the Arts. In May 
2019, Joyce performed as a soloist of 
the Emerging Artist Showcase by Early 
Music America at the Bloomington Early 
Music Festival. Joyce is a PhD candidate 
in Historical Musicology at Princeton 
University, working on her dissertation 
“Musica Experientia/Experimentum: 
Acoustics, Aesthetics, and Artisanal 
Knowledge in Seventeenth-Century 

Europe” with Dr. Wendy Heller. Joyce holds a Doctor of Musical Arts degree 
in harpsichord performance from Stony Brook University and a Bachelor of 
Science degree in mechanical engineering from UC Berkeley. She has studied 
harpsichord with Charlene Brendler, Arthur Haas, and Davitt Moroney.

Joyce Chen, harpsichord

Shelby Yamin, violin

Violinist Shelby Yamin brings signature 
vivacity to performances across the 
globe, from the historic state rooms of 
George Washington’s Mount Vernon to 
the storied chapel at Versailles. Equally 
adept on modern and baroque violin, 
Shelby has appeared as a soloist with 
Philharmonia Baroque Chamber Players, 
the San Francisco Academy Orchestra, 
Tafelmusik Winter Institute, and as guest 

concertmaster of the 2019 Berwick Academy of the Oregon Bach Festival. Also 
an active chamber musician, she regularly collaborates with a wide range of 
New York based ensembles and Cleveland’s Les Délices.

Organist and church musician Dr. Caroline 
Robinson has been featured as a solo recitalist 
across the United States, in venues including St. 
Thomas Fifth Avenue and St. Patrick’s Cathedral 
(NY), Harvard Memorial Church (Cambridge), and 
St. James in the City (Los Angeles). She has also 
performed in England, France, and Germany.

Dr. Robinson has been a prize winner at several 
distinguished organ competitions, including the 
2018 National Young Artists Competition in Organ 
Performance (NYACOP). In 2016, she was chosen 
as one of the Diapason’s “20 Under 30” promising 
young organists in the United States.

Caroline holds the post of Organist and Associate Choirmaster at the 
Cathedral of St. Philip in Atlanta, where she also leads the RSCM-based 
Chorister program. She is an active continuo player with early music 
ensembles, including regular performances with the Atlanta Baroque 
Orchestra. 

Dr. Robinson completed her undergraduate work at the Curtis Institute 
of Music, where she studied with Alan Morrison. She holds the Doctor of 
Musical Arts and the Master of Music in Organ Performance and Literature 
from the Eastman School of Music, where she studied with David Higgs. 

Dr. Robinson is represented in North America by Karen McFarlane Artists, Inc.

Caroline Robinson, organist



Seraph Brass

Winners of the 2019 American Prize in Chamber Music, Seraph Brass 
is a dynamic ensemble drawing from a roster of America’s top female 
brass players. Seraph Brass released its debut album, Asteria, on Summit 
Records, winning a Silver Medal Global Music Award. Seraph Brass is in 
residency at the Walton Art Center’s Artosphere Festival, alongside the 
Dover Quartet, in the festival orchestra.

Seraph has toured throughout the U.S., Mexico, China and Europe. 
The group has performed multiple concerts at the Lieksa Brass Week 
in Finland, and it has been the featured ensemble at the International 
Women’s Brass Conference and the International Trumpet Guild 
Conference. Other performance highlights include the Forum Cultural 
Guanajuato in León, Mexico, Dame Myra Hess Concerts in Chicago (IL), 
Gettysburg Concert Association (PA) and the Norton Museum of Art in 
West Palm Beach (FL). Seraph has toured extensively as Allied Concert 
Services artists. Many members of Seraph Brass performed with Adele on 
her 2016 North American tour.

Seraph has commissioned works by Catherine McMichael and Rene Orth, 
featured on Asteria. As featured soloists with band, Seraph performed 
Rick DeJonge’s Prelude and Fantasy with the Rowan University 
Wind Ensemble, under the direction of Joseph Higgins, and James 
Stephenson’s Dodecafecta with the Bucknell University Wind Ensemble, 
under the direction of William Kenny.

A founding member of Lewes Chamber players, 
violinist Sylvia Ahramjian has played soloist with 
orchestras and at festivals in China, Switzerland, 
Brazil, Romania, Guatemala, England and many 
venues in the United States including Carnegie 
Hall in New York. A champion of new music, she 
was a founding member of Trio Casals which 
recorded numerous CDs of contemporary music. 
She also plays baroque violin and viola. Professor 
of violin and viola at West Chester University for 
37 years, she has had many students who are now 
professional musicians. Currently she teaches 
at the Nelly Berman School of Music. She is 

delighted to be back in Lewes and looking forward to a series of concerts 
here next season. 

Cynthia Raim, who was unanimously chosen 
as the First Prize winner of the Clara Haskil 
International Piano Competition, has been 
acclaimed for her concerto and recital 
appearances throughout the United States and 
abroad. In summing up the performance that 
won Ms. Raim the coveted Clara Haskil prize, 

 La Suisse (Geneva) noted that “Miss Raim 
showed a musical nature that has gone far 
beyond technical mastery: Without affectation, 
without useless bravado, Cynthia Raim has 

imprinted herself on us and cannot escape our admiration. Le Monde (Paris) 
called her “a new Clara Haskil.”

Ms. Raim has made numerous recital as well as radio and television 
appearances. She has appeared as soloist with leading orchestras in such 
major cities as Detroit, Minneapolis, Pittsburgh, New Orleans, Prague, 
Hamburg, Lausanne and Vienna. She has also participated in many leading 
international music festivals including Marlboro, Ravinia, Tanglewood, Meadow 
Brook, Grand Teton, Bard, Mostly Mozart, Santa Fe, Luzern, and Montreux. She 
has recorded for Gallo, Pantheon, and Connoisseur Society.

Before graduating in 1977 from the Curtis Institute of Music, where she 
studied with Rudolf Serkin and Mieczyslaw Horszowski, Ms. Raim had won the 
Festorazzi Award for Most Promising Pianist at Curtis, as well as first prizes in 
the J.S. Bach International and Three Rivers National Piano Competitions.

Cynthia Raim, piano

Sylvia Ahramjiam, violin

Photo of Sylvia Ahramjiam by Tara Casadei-Hornick



Lewes Chamber Players

Founded in 2016, Lewes Chamber Players features regional professional 
artists performing intimate chamber music in the ideal acoustic of 
St. Peter’s Church in Lewes, Delaware. This concert features Hiroko 
Yamazaki (piano), Nina Cottman (viola), Jacques-Pierre Malan (cello), 
and Sylvia Ahramjian (violin).

Brahms G minor piano quartet
Schumann piano quartet

Clockwise from top left:
Hiroko Yamazaki, Nina Cottman, Jacques-Pierre 
Malan, and Sylvia Ahramjian

Photo of Hiroko Yamazaki courtesy of News Journal
Photo of Sylvia Ahramjiam by Tara Casadei-Hornick

Hiroko Yamazaki, piano, has performed in the US and abroad with 
members of the Tonhalle Orchestra, Philadelphia Orchestra and 
Delaware Symphony at venues including the Smithsonian, Kennedy 
Center and Swarthmore College. Festival appearances include 
Luzerne, Aspen, Rome (Italy) and International Festival Institute at 
Round Top, Texas (recorded by NPR). She is the pianist for Pyxis 
Piano Quartet, the ensemble in residence at both the Delaware Art 
Museum and Market Street Music in Wilmington. Ms. Yamazaki has 
taught at both University of Delaware and Aspen Music Festival and 
School and is currently Associate Head of the Piano Department/
Master Piano Faculty with Special Distinction at The Music School 
of Delaware. Winner of the Austrian- American Society Competition 
(which sponsored her studies at Salzburg’s Mozarteum), Ms. Yamazaki 
attended the University of Maryland, receiving a Bachelor of Music in 
piano performance, the Presser Foundation and Collaborative Piano 
Awards, and Master of Music in Collaborative Piano. 

Nina Cottman has been a violist with the Delaware Symphony 
Orchestra since 1987. She currently performs with other musical 
organizations in the area, including the Kennett Symphony of Chester 
County, Opera Delaware, the Festival of Shippensburg University, 
and Philly Pops, to name a few. After her graduation from the New 
School of Music in Philadelphia, Nina joined the Colorado Philharmonic 
Orchestra then moved on to the Oakland Symphony Orchestra in 
Oakland, California. Nina is an avid chamber musician. She was the 
violist of the Copeland String Quartet since its formation in 2003 
until 2020. Prior to that she was the violist of the Chancellor String 
Quartet. Nina has been on the faculty of Settlement Music School of 
Philadelphia as well as The Music School of Delaware, Wilmington 
Branch, teaching viola and chamber music. Nina loves to tell the story 
of why she decided to play the viola at the age of nine--her mother’s 
name was Viola!

South African Jacques-Pierre Malan is a soloist, orchestral musician, 
teacher, chamber musician, and music entrepreneur. He received his 
first cello at the age of six and has pursued an intense musical life 
and career. Malan holds diplomas, as well as bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in musicology, jazz piano, and cello performance from the 
University of South Africa, University of Pretoria, and the Peabody 
Conservatory of the Johns Hopkins University. Malan is a co-founder 
of the Creative Concert Group project, which aims to alter traditional 
masterpieces so they are more accessible to people with disabilities 
when performed in large concert halls.

Sylvia Ahramjian (see bio on page 10)



We believe strongly in supporting the future of music in our 
community. Last year the Guild awarded its third $1,000 
scholarship to a graduating high school senior planning to 
major in music. 

Applicants come from high schools across Sussex county and 
are required to submit an essay, performance recordings, and 
a teacher’s endorsement. Additionally, scholarship recipients 
are invited to perform at St. Peter’s to meet our friends and 
donors. Application materials for our 2023 scholarship will be 
available on our website in March.

Mackenzie Vitolo
2022 Recipient
Music Education
Townson University
Towson, MD

Marian Anderson String Quartet

The critically-acclaimed all-female ensemble has performed at 
presidential inaugurations, the Library of Congress and more, making 
history in 1991 when they won the International Cleveland Quartet 
Competition – the first African American ensemble to win a classical 
music competition. Their rich program presents works reflecting on the 
theme of enslavement, beginning with “At the Purchaser’s Option with 
Variations,” composed by MacArthur “Genius” Award recipient, Grammy 
Award winner, and musical polymath Rhiannon Giddens. The program 
continues with a suite composed by Jonathan McNair to tell the story of 
the underground railroad. Also included are pieces written to honor the 
quartet’s illustrious namesake, which lead organically into a performance 
of Dvorak’s beloved “American” Quartet.
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