
Maundy Thursday 
An At-Home Service of Remembrance 

April 9,  2020 First Presbyterian Church of Encino 



Pre-Service Instructions

• This service is designed to be done with a family or small group of friends.  Please 
respect the current guidelines regarding social distancing and meeting only in 
groups smaller than 10.

• This is a solemn service, not a celebration of sorts, but a commemoration. 

• A small table can be set with the following:  a Christ candle, a pan of water with a 
towel, a small cup of wine or juice for each participant and cubes of bread or 
gluten free crackers on a tray spaced apart and not touching.  Please feel free to 
improvise if necessary being mindful, of course, of contagion. 

• We have provided links to music through out the service, but feel free to use a 
favorite hymn or song or even create your own music. 

• Prayers and scripture are provided and can be read out loud by an individual or 
by a group.  Responsive reading parts can be assigned or read in unison.  
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• “Maundy” comes from the Latin mandatum, 
meaning command or order. It refers to the upper 
room event recorded in the Gospel of John. 
Chapter thirteen begins with a problem (well, two 
problems, actually). The first problem is Judas 
and the gloom in his heart. The second problem is 
that the normal rituals of hospitality were not 
performed. So, John says that Jesus rose from the 
table to perform the ritual washing of the feet. But 
Jesus says he has performed the ritual as an 
example to show what love is in this relationship 
and in this faith. Then Jesus says, “I give you a 
new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one 
another.” The “maundy” in Maundy Thursday 
comes from this verse. The new commandment is 
the commandment to love and to live that love in 
acts of service and hospitality.



Litany of Preparation 
Leader: You knew your hour had come. You knew your betrayer. You 
knew your enemies. You knew that the straw vote would not be in your favor. 
But you loved unto the end.
People: Thank you for loving us, even unto death. Teach us to 
love like you love. Teach us to love each other, to love even our 
enemies, like you loved us.

The leader lights the Christ candle



Leader: You took on the form of a servant, washing the feet of those whom you discipled. 
You defined humility and servanthood. You are the One who was surely sent from God.

People: Thank you for serving us. Teach us to be servants without fail; to 
make humility our constant companion and to seek no glory for ourselves. 
Remind us when we forget.

Leader: On that solemn evening, you surrounded yourself with friends and enemies, persons 
of faith and persons of ill-will.

People: Help us to be able to always emulate you when we are 
surrounded by our friends and especially when we are surrounded by our 
enemies.

Leader: You have established a “new commandment;” help us to live it out in every moment, 
in every aspect of our lives, in our families, in our churches, in our communities, and 
throughout the world.

People: On this Holy Thursday, we gather to remember again the miracle 
that you performed in our lives. You have brought us into the marvelous light. 
At great cost to you, you have given us new life and life eternal. Amen.



Hymn:  Love Divine All 
Love Excelling 
https://youtu.be/jPsxqQsnzJA

https://youtu.be/jPsxqQsnzJA


Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14

• 1The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, 2 “This month 
is to be for you the first month, the first month of your year. 
3 Tell the whole community of Israel that on the tenth day 
of this month each man is to take a lamb[a] for his family, 
one for each household. 4 If any household is too small for 
a whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest 
neighbor, having taken into account the number of people 
there are. You are to determine the amount of lamb needed 
in accordance with what each person will eat.

• 11 This is how you are to eat it: with your cloak tucked into 
your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your 
hand. Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover.

• 12 “On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike 
down every firstborn of both people and animals, and I will 
bring judgment on all the gods of Egypt. I am the Lord. 13 
The blood will be a sign for you on the houses where you 
are, and when I see the blood, I will pass over you. No 
destructive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt.

• 14 “This is a day you are to commemorate; for the 
generations to come you shall celebrate it as a festival to 
the Lord—a lasting ordinance.             

The Passover and the 
Festival of 
Unleavened Bread



A Message 

Given the promise of one last day on earth, what would we choose to do?  Most likely the 
clutter of our postponed and uncompleted living would send us scurrying or frustrate us 
into knots of anxiety. 

Curiously, when Jesus faced a similar time, he behaved with a cool aplomb with which we 
could hardly credit ourselves. He had obviously made it his practice to live so that life was 
not full of cluttered procrastinations demanding a “cram session” for the final exam.  He 
did the good things, found time for people, shaped his life by noble and significant ideas.  
He came to his final hour as a man with no special regrets except that it was all over, and 
he sat down to have a dinner with his friends and to sing a song.   

By David H. Evans, from alive now, March/April 1978



Song:  Let Us Break Bread 
Together on our Knees 
https://youtu.be/PBY-lR4Phd0

https://youtu.be/PBY-lR4Phd0


Communion Prayer 

God of the covenant,
as we celebrate the beginning of the paschal feast,
we come to the table of the Chosen One
in whom we have salvation, life, and resurrection.
Renew the power of this mystery
in our service to one another and to you,
so that with Christ we may pass from this life
to the glory of your kingdom. Amen.



Sharing the Lord’s Supper 

On the night of his arrest Jesus was at a Seder 
with his disciples, friends and family.  During the 
meal he took some bread and he broke it and 
blessed it and told those around him this was his 
body that had been broken for them.  He invited 
them to eat it and when doing so, to eat all of it in 
keeping with scripture and to remember him. 

After the meal he took some wine and he blessed 
it.  He then told them that this would become a 
new covenant sealed in his blood for the 
forgiveness of sin.  He then invited them to drink 
the wine, all of it, in remembrance of him. 

Friends, these are the gifts of God for the people 
of God.  



Please serve the elements to each other saying, “The body of 
Christ, broken for you. The cup of salvation shed for you.”  



John 13:1-11

• It was just before the Passover Festival. Jesus knew that the 
hour had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. 
Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to 
the end.

• 2 The evening meal was in progress, and the devil had already 
prompted Judas, the son of Simon Iscariot, to betray Jesus. 3 
Jesus knew that the Abba had put all things under his power, 
and that he had come from God and was returning to God; 4 so 
he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and 
wrapped a towel around his waist. 5 After that, he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash his disciples’ feet, drying 
them with the towel that was wrapped around him.

• 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you 
going to wash my feet?”

• 7 Jesus replied, “You do not realize now what I am doing, but 
later you will understand.”

(Continued >>>)

Jesus Washes the Feet of His 
Disciples 



8 “No,” said Peter, “you shall never wash my feet.”

Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me.”

9 “Then, Lord,” Simon Peter replied, “not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!”

10 Jesus answered, “Those who have had a bath need only to wash their feet; their whole body is clean. And 
you are clean, though not every one of you.” 11 For he knew who was going to betray him, and that was why he 
said not everyone was clean.

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do you 
understand what I have done for you?” he asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for 
that is what I am. 14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one 
another’s feet. 15 I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, 
no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 Now that you 
know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.



A Word about Foot 
Washing

Foot washing is a powerful and sometimes unsettling ritual in the life of 
many churches. It provides an experience of humility and service. But does it 
convey for us what it conveyed for Jesus’ disciples in the upper room? It was 
a neglected act of hospitality for them. What might be an equivalent ritual 
for us today? How do we welcome people? How do we help visitors feel like 
guests and guests feel like family? How do we include those who’ve been 
excluded? 
Following the custom of the time, Jesus and the disciples would have had 
their feet washed by a servant when they entered the Upper Room, so it 
wasn’t necessary to wash them again for the purpose of comfort or 
cleanliness. Jesus’ foot-washing was not to clean their feet but to make a 
point about humble service. At the Last Supper, Jesus washed the disciples’ 
feet, but the disciples did not wash each other’s feet, nor did anyone wash 
Jesus’ feet.  In this time of frequent hand washing the washing of each 
other’s feet can be a time to reassess our priorities and to be “servants” to 
each other. 



Wash each other’s feet 

• “Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, 
have washed your feet, you also 
should wash one another’s feet.” 



Hymn: We Are One 
in the Spirit 
https://youtu.be/cEwb51LawAI

https://youtu.be/cEwb51LawAI


Prayer before Washing Each Other’s Feet 

Eternal God, in the sharing of a meal your son established a new 
covenant for all people, and in the washing of feet he showed us 
the dignity of service. Grant that by the power of your Holy Spirit
these signs of our life in faith may speak again to our hearts,
feed our spirits and refresh our bodies. Amen.



Blessed are you, O God.
The basin and the towel are signs to us of your Son’s servanthood.
You have made us partakers of Christ and of one another.
As we close this service, give us grace to count others more important than 
ourselves, to love our enemies, to make peace.

Send the Spirit of truth to keep alive in us what Jesus taught and did,
that our words may carry his good news, and that our lives may bear the shape 
of the cross of the One who lives and reigns with You and with the Holy Spirit,
One God, forever and ever. Amen.

— from A Foot Washing Liturgy by Reggie M. Kidd. 

Unison Closing Prayer
(inspired by John 13: 1-20)

Please extinguish the Christ candle 


