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REFLECTIONS 

 

by Pastor Rich 

 

 

One of my daily discipleship practices is reading a devo-
tion based on the time of year in the church.  As our cur-
rent church season is Lent, this year I’m reading from 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s God is on the Cross: Reflections on 
Lent and Easter.   

A brief reflection on a Bible verse, a brief selection from 
Bonhoeffer’s writing, and a Bible verse to ponder, serve 
to focus me on what Jesus has done for us all as he con-
fronts the powers of death and sin and brokenness.  I’m 
looking forward to continuing this devotional into and 
through the season of Easter, too!  

If you find a good devotional, let us know – we love to 
share what is good for our life together in Christian com-
munity. 

May Jesus remain with you, always. 

 

    Peace, 

    Pr. Rich  

Greetings 
from  
Rachel 
and Suzi!  
 

 
March 2020. That is the last time we were together with 
you all! We love our jobs here at the church, but it is just 
not the same without you all here to hug, greet, laugh, 
pray, and worship together! In the past year, we have 
been working diligently at altering our programming to 
make it work for us during this COVID-19 Pandemic. We 
know it hasn’t been an easy or simple change, but we 
have appreciated all of the love, support, and GRACE!  
Here are just a few of the things we have been up to in 
the last year. 
    

Once the country was shut down, we were challenged 
with how to continue through the end of the 2020 school 
year. As we’re sure you recall, we thought this was going 
to be a short-lived event!  We settled on communicating 
as best we could, and hoping for the best! Our 2020 Con-
firmand’s Rite of Confirmation Service, May of 2020, had 
to be postponed indefinitely.  
    

Students did continue to sign up for Bible Camp, but 
Camp Metigoshe was at only 50 percent capacity. We 
drove a handful of kids up to camp, but WE did not get to 
stay because of COVID.  
    

Summer 2021 we will be bringing kids to Camp Meti-
goshe the first two weeks of August. Camp is still at half 
capacity, so sign up ASAP!  
    

The 2020 High School Youth Works Trip was also can-
celled due to COVID, and because it was in Blackfeet 
Nation Reservation in Montana. We looked into doing this 
trip in 2021 but unfortunately Blackfeet Nation is still not 
allowing people onto/into the Reservation, so it cannot be 
done this year either. 
    

Launch, Fuel, and Compass began virtually in the fall of 
2020. We have been able to be a part of each other’s 
programming like never before due to this crazy pandem-
ic! If you haven’t had a chance to watch us in action, ALL 
of our videos from the 2020-2021 school year are availa-
ble for your viewing pleasure! They can be found ar-
chived on our church website, Facebook, YouTube, and 
Box Cast channels! As much as we have enjoyed making 
all those fantastic videos, we are planning to return to in 
person programming on Wed, April 7

th
! 

 

Again, we miss and love you BUNCHES!! And cannot 

WAIT to see your 3D faces soon!  

 

 Love,  
Rachel Fay and Suzi 

XOXO   
 

 
PARISH NURSE GROUP  
CHANGES/EXPANDS 

BY Marlene Batterberry 

 
Parish Nurse Ministry has been a part of Faith+Journey 
Lutheran Church since 1993.  To be a Parish Nurse, one 
must be a Registered Nurse (RN) with additional courses.  
Currently only Ellen Liddle and Brenda Jo Gillund are 
licensed RNs.  Others have chosen to not renew their 
licenses:  Judy Froemke, Judy Jabs, Jenean Baumann, 
Eileen Miller and Marlene Batterberry. 
 
In light of these circumstances, a decision was made to 
change the group name to Caring Ministry Team.  Others 

who may join the team include Stephen Ministers, LPNs, 
RNs, other healthcare professionals, or interested others.  
This new ministry team will work closely with other teams 
on specific projects. 
 
Activities of the group will include visitations, educational 
sessions, follow-up of those who have lost loved ones or 
who have been hospitalized, and follow-up of requests to 
help congregation members.  Other activities may be 
added in the future. 
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Executive – 2 yr terms    Term        Renew (Y/N)         Open 
Pres. Jeff Watne  2019 - 2021 No   
V. Pres-Vacant  2019 – 2021 No          Open 
V. Pres-Vacant  2020 - 2022 No          Open 
Treas-Jamie Workman 2021 - 2023 Yes   
Sec–Signe Nystuen 2020 - 2022 ?   
 

Another thing that I believe many will be interested to hear 
is that we have just completed an audit; the first audit in 
some time.  This is the first time, to my recollection, that 
we have employed an outside firm to complete the audit.  
In the past, we have asked persons from within our con-
gregation that had accounting backgrounds to perform the 
audit.  This year, however, we contracted with Brady, 
Martz and associates.  Council Treasurer, Jamie Work-
man, along with Carly Tufte, Ginnie Berge, Pastor Mike 
and myself, have had a chance to read through the audit 
document.  Brady-Martz found no big issues with how we 
have been operating.  The audit document, and any asso-
ciated documents, will be presented at the next congrega-
tion meeting in April for a more complete review.  
    

In summary of our current financial situation as I see it, 
things could always be better but, things could be a lot 
worse. Yes…there has been a noticeable decline in enve-
lope giving with limited in-person worship, but we have 
seen Januarys and Februarys in the past that have been 
much worse while not dealing with a pandemic.  Your 
church staff have been extra diligent in staying aware of 
different government support opportunities such as PPP 
(Payroll Protection Program).  PPP contributed over 
$100,000 to Faith Lutheran Church last year to help cover 
payroll from March through December.  They have also 
been in constant communication with our banker.  As a 
result, we had our mortgage payment deferred from March 
through December of last year.  At $12,000+ per month for 
9 months, that was a savings of approximately $108,000.  
In addition, we have had a savings in snow-removal costs 
as compared to our previous year (another sizeable chunk 
of money), and the Extra-Blessings campaign was suc-
cessful again this year.  The result of all this is that we 
have been able to keep all of our staff and pay down our 
line of credit.  Given all that has transpired, I think there is 
reason for optimism and a really good reason to say 
“Thank you” to our staff, not only for working more effi-
ciently, but for being creative in getting our services/
programming out virtually and “rolling with the punches” 
that these times have thrown at them.  This does not hap-
pen without a good team working together.  Also, a “Thank 
you” to Darrell Costain for his work leading the Extra-
Blessings campaign.  
    

Now, as we are hopefully coming out of the pandemic, we 
need to focus on getting everyone back to church.  We 
need to get our Ministry teams up and running.  We need 
to get back to being the “Faith Lutheran Church” God 
wants us to be and for that we really need all members.  
The most immediate need is getting a Property Ministry 
team up and running.  This will help ensure that we are 
taking care of what we already have and that we are 
poised to move ahead in the future. 
 

Stay safe and stay healthy! 
 

  GOD’S BLESSING TO ALL! 
 

    Jeff Watne,  

    Council President  

  From the desk of… 

 Church Council President, Jeff Watne 
 

Greetings and God’s blessing to all, 
 

First of all, “Covid cases in North Dakota are coming 
down!”.  Thanks be to God!  We can’t help but celebrate, 
but now is not the time to take the virus and its dangers 
lightly.  It’s time to be vigilant with safety precautions and 
to get vaccinated. Faith Lutheran is trying to do just that.  
With our Lenten season upon us, Pastor Mike and staff 
have made several adjustments to ensure the health of 
congregants and staff so, when you are comfortable with 
coming to in-person worship, you can.  If you’re not com-
fortable with in-person worship, for any reason, we will 
still have services streamed on a number of different plat-
forms (YouTube, Facebook, etc).  
 

Your council has been pretty busy.  Of course, one of the 
things that is on everyone’s mind is “What is the status of 
the 40

th
 Avenue property sale?”  The answer:  if all goes 

as we hope, the closing for the sale of the 40
th
 Avenue 

property should happen March 19
th
.  The rezoning has 

received approval from the Planning and Zoning commis-
sion.  The next step is for the City Commission to have its 
first reading; that is scheduled for March 1

st
.  The City 

Commission will then meet on March 15
th
; at that meeting, 

they will vote to approve or deny.  As these events are 
happening, we are trying to get our “ducks in a row”.  We 
want to be ready to move ahead with our repair efforts as 
soon after March 19

th
 as possible.  

    

As you may remember, a presentation during one of our 
last congregation meetings highlighted the repair issues 
for our 2

nd
 avenue site; most of the issues identified need 

to happen regardless of how soon we demolish and re-
build on the east portion of the property.  To assist us in 
that process, we need to re-form our Property Ministry 
team.  Those serving on this team will help with things 
like:  getting quotes, identifying contractors and coordinat-
ing the timings of the various repairs, and there will most 
likely be opportunities to have member volunteers to do 
some work.  That type of thing will need to be coordinat-
ed.  We have sent emails to some of the past members of 
the Property team and we have visited via the phone with 
some as well.  Some have said yes and some have said 
that they would think and pray about it.  No one has said 
no at this point but, the old saying “many hands can make 
light work”, is applicable here.  Please consider what God 
might be calling you to do.  If you wish to be part of this 
team, please call the church office or call me at 701-388-
1344. 

    

Speaking of “Teams” and being called, this is the time of 
year that we look to receive nominations for Council posi-
tions, open Executive leadership positions, and Ministry 
team positions.  Each year we have 2 council member 
terms end.  This year we also have a President and 2 
Vice President positions open.  Below is the current coun-
cil and their status.  This may change from year to year as 
some council members choose to move into an Executive 
position which can create an unfulfilled term in the council 
member ranks.  
 

Council member – 3 yr terms    Term     Renew (Y/N)     Open 
Keven Kercher     2020 - 2023     
Jennifer Grund     2018 - 2021 ?   
Britni Wyum     2019 - 2022     
Willie Schacher     2020 - 2021 ?   
Phil Geabe     2020 - 2023     
Christy Dauer     2019 - 2022    
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SCHEDULE OF REGULAR 
EVENTS/MEETINGS: 
(these groups meet on a regular basis) 
 

MONDAY 
6:30  Boy Scout Troop #213 
8:00  AA 
 

TUESDAY 
9:30   Staff Meeting 
2:00   Women’s Bible Study (4th Tues of the month) 
6:30   Cub Scouts (2nd & 4th Tues of month) 
6:30   Grief Share—(Virtual) 
 

WEDNESDAY 
1:00 Piecemakers  
5:00   FUEL (online) - every/other Wed *  
6:00   LAUNCH (online) * 
6:30   COMPASS (online) * 
6:30   Worship 
*Please note: NO regular Fuel, Launch, or Compass during Lent.  
Families should refer to schedule emailed to them by Rachel Fay 
 

THURSDAY 
2:00   Women's Bible Study (4th Tues of month) 
6:30   ZoomInFaith (Zoom) 
6:30   Girl Scouts (2nd & 4th Thurs of month) 
7:00   Compassionate Friends (2nd Thurs of month)** 
 ** In-person resumes April 8, 2021 
 

FRIDAY 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED FRIDAYS 
 

SATURDAY 
 

SUNDAY 
9:00   Worship with Holy Communion—Traditional 
10:00 ZoomInFaith (Zoom) 
11:00 Worship with Holy Communion—Contemporary 

(Holy Communion every Sunday) 
 

Check online calendar for changes/holiday info  
schedules, etc. 

       Watch for these 

    Upcoming Events! 

  

Worship Schedule 
 

Wednesdays -   6:30pm Contemporary 
             Sundays –   9:00am Traditional 
      11:00am Contemporary  
      

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday, 9am – 5pm 

 

(Please call Sally in the office if you need  access to the 
building during other hours) 

 

Communion Pick-up— West Lobby 
Mon—Thurs, 10am—4pm 

 

Pick up as many as you need for your family. Com-
munion to be consumed during Virtual Worship for 

the week!   
 
 

Note:  Communion is now offered EVERY Sunday, 
and NOT on Wednesdays 

IN-PERSON WORSHIP HAS RESUMED  
 

While the numbers in Cass County continue to improve, 
and the availability of the Vaccine has increased, we are 
continuing to offer an “on-line” option for worship.  In addi-
tion, we will continue to maintain the mask and social 
distancing protocols listed below.  We will review this 
often and update our website, as well as in-worship an-
nouncements, when we are ready to make any changes.  
   

Please Note:   

• masks continue to be required (unless you are una-
ble to wear a mask for medical reasons), and  

• social distancing will be observed.  We have set up 
the Fellowship Hall with a live feed (no delay) in the 
event we need more room for worshippers.   

 

We have been offering the in-person option for worship 
only - that is - all other FJLC ministries have remained 
virtual (meetings, Bible Studies, etc.).  We have continued 
to watch what the numbers are telling us and are begin-
ning to slowly resume some activities (ie. Women’s Bible 
Study).  Please watch our website and announcements for 
updates. 
    

No matter what happens, we will continue to pro-
vide virtual options for those who do not feel that they are 
ready to attend the ministry of their choice in person.  Eve-
ry person should make up their own mind as to what is 
best for them. 
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 Zoom In Faith 
 

You’re Invited to community 
conversation with our recurring, 
Zoom meetings! Thursdays 
@6:30pm and Sundays 
@10am Stop in to say “hello”, 
come & go, or stay for the 
whole meeting.  Monthly link to 
join will go out with Newsletter 
email notice; security measures 
are in place.   

      Contact the office for connection info 

  

Direct Your Dollars  
 

We continue collecting Family Fare Re-
ceipts Thank you so much to everyone 
for bringing in your receipts! Keep donat-
ing those receipts and work towards the 
NEXT goal of $1,000!  

 
New APP—”Text In Church”! 

 

Receive important emails and text messages relevant to 
you, F+JLC, and the ministries that you are involved in.  To 
take part in this ministry, simply text WELCOME (guest/
visitors) or FJLCJOIN (current members/attenders) to 701-
401-9285, or sign up on our website! 
 

Camp Metigoshe News 
 
 

Camp will be happening but only at half capacity.  All Reg-
istration, Health Forms, and Payments should be sent 
directly to Camp Metigoshe ASAP.   
     Early Bird deadline is March 19th!! 

 
Musicians Wanted!   
Do you play a musical instrument?  Do you 
sing?  We are looking for Brass, Woodwinds, 
Strings, Percussion, Voice Cantors, Soloists, 
Song Leaders, etc.  If you, or someone you 
know, has a musical talent to share, please let 
us know; we will find a place for you!!  Contact 
Jane Whaley at jwhaley@growinfaith.org  

 
 
 

Faith Formation Milestones Ahead 
 

ONLINE REGISTRATION REQUIRED.   
MUST attend class to participate in Worship Blessing 

 
1st Communion (4th Grade and up)  
Virtual Class, Sat, 3/20/21, 10am-12 
pm; Blessing In Worship on  
Maundy Thursday, April 1, 6:30pm 
 
3rd Grade Bibles (3rd Grade and up)  
Virtual Class, Sat, 3/20/21, 1:30pm – 
2:30pm; Blessing In Worship on  
Palm Sunday, March 28, 9am or 11am 

 

Lent Worship  
Schedule 

 

Lent services continue on 
Wednesdays at 6:30pm.  “HOPE” 
is the theme throughout Lent:   

 

Good Gifts— 
We are participating in ELCA Good Gifts Campaign.  
Good Gifts Kits are available in West Entry:  
 Mon-Thurs 9am - 4pm (Wed til 7:30pm)  
 Sundays 8:30am – Noon.   
For more information go to www.goodgifts.elca.org  
 

 

Bible Studies at F+JLC 
 
Bible Study  

   Life's problems and difficulties 
 
 

"Ever feel like your plans for life are 
interrupted? Plans not always go as 
you want them? Join us for an 8-week 
Bible study of the book of Philippians 
to discover the art of seeing God's 
purposes working through life's prob-

lems and difficulties.  
     

 

Thursdays at 1pm (Zoom): 
Mar 18; April 8 & 22; May 6 & 20 (if needed) 

 

Study guides are strongly recommended and cost $10. To 
sign up,  contact: Steve Wingad, 701-306-4170, slw-
kawja@msn.com; or Pr. Rich, 701-839-8158, kra-
mer@growinfaith.org    

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

4th Tuesday of the month @2pm, Fellowship Hall,  
resumes March 23rd!   

 

The first one will be based on the March Gather magazine, 
lesson titled “Journeys with Angels”.  Contact Karen Mid-
garden for info or to sign up 701-331-0901 or jokar-
mid@gmail.com 

 
 

Wednesday mornings  
at 6:00am.   

 

Contact Jeff Watne, 
jlwatne@live.com for 

more  
information  

http://www.goodgifts.elca.org


 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to all who have given a special donation 

to Faith✟Journey Lutheran Church in honor of a    

special occasion or in memory of a loved one.  
 

General Fund 
In Memory of. . .Cassie Berg from Dennis & Sharon 
Miller, Allan & Ginnie Berge, Gary & Linda Withey; 
Lorraine Isaacson from Mary Lou Christl, Allan &  
Ginnie Berge; Norma Anderson from Mary Lou 
Christl, Allan & Ginnie Berge; Andrea Lepird from 
Bonnie Christl  
 
 itchen Improvement 
In Memory of. . .Cassie Berg from Terry & Betty   
Potter 
 
Care and Share Fund 
In Memory of. . .Cassie Berg from Jeannine          
Galbreath 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Celebrating our  
Faith Journey  
 
 

Memorial Service  
 

February 20 Andrea Lepird 
 

 

 

Care and Share Funds Summary        
of Offerings and Donations 
 
BALANCE (01/31/2021)              1, 32. 9 
 

INCOME  
  February 7   $300.00 
  February 14            60.00  
  February 21             50.00 
  February 28              10.00  
 TOTAL INCOME    20.00      
 

EXPENSES  
  Donation: 
  New Life Center  $500.00* 
  Assistance to Members $446.32 
 TOTAL EXPENSE   9 6.32 
 

BALANCE 02/28/2021)             1,206.   
 
*New Life Center donation matched on Giving Hearts Day  
 
February donations will be donated in March to Great 
Plains Food Bank. 
 
March Care and Share donations will be donated to 

Homeless Health Services/Family HealthCare. Fam-
ily HealthCare is a thriving primary care clinic that 
serves individuals that are homeless or are at risk of 
becoming homeless. They specialize in providing 
healthcare that addresses chronic disease and well-
ness with an emphasis on acknowledging barriers to 
patients that find access to care challenging. With 
the recent housing crisis in North Dakota, they see 
the number of homeless health patients increasing 
every year. Family HealthCare has the only home-
less health clinic in the state of North Dakota. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of  the Care and 
Share fund.  

 

  

                                                                               

                                                                             

                                                                              

                                                                             

                                                                             

                                                                             
 

                                                          

                    —                                                                              
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Due to these “uncertain” times, this (and all) calendar(s) are subject to change without notice.   

Please check our website often! 
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Due to these “uncertain” times, this (and all) calendar(s) are subject to change without notice.   

Please check our website often! 
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLES FOR 

 ALL ISSUES 

OF THE NEWSLETTER ARE DUE 
1ST OF EACH MONTH! 

 

Gifts and Tithes  

THANK YOU for your continued support! 

Here are the avenues through which you can  

financially support FJLC:  
 

 - Online | https://growinfaith.org/serve-give/give-

now => click on GIVE NOW and follow the online 

instructions 

 - On Your Phone| Text “FJLCgive” to 77977 click 

on the link provided and follow the instructions. 

 - Use the SQUARE | A system in our narthex for 

credit or debit card gifts transaction 

 - By Mail | Send your gift to the church business 

office 127 2nd Ave East, West Fargo, ND 58078  

Attn: Carly 

 - In Person | Drop off your offering at the church 

office Monday –Thursday, 10am to 1pm.  
 

NOTE:  You can now donate to Noisy Offering 

through PushPay, or you can mark “Other – noisy 

offering” on your offering envelope.  This helps the 

kids in Tanzania!  

Thank you for your Generous Support!! 
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Wednesday 
Evenings 
6:30pm 

 
Watch Worship 
Resources for 

weekly Themes 

 

Building/Office 
Hours: 

Monday-Thursday, 9:00am—5:00pm 

Friday—Closed 
 

During office hours,  

ALL doors are locked  

    except the West entrance.  

 

 

The church is locked when no  

activities are scheduled. To schedule an 

activity, contact Sally in the church office. 

 

Grief Share continues! 
Tuesdays at 6:30pm (via Zoom)  

 
For questions, Contact  

Bonnie Swanson at 701-318-0949 or  
P. Rich at rkramer@growinfaith.org 

 

Create Your 
Own  

Butterfly  
 

Help us decorate the church with butterflies 
for easter!!  We have “create your own but-
terfly” kits available for pick up in the west 

entry March 3rd -25th  

This is for anyone to participate in! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular, In-Person Worship  
 

           Sunday, 9:00am  Traditional 

      11:00am Contemporary 

      (Communion every Sunday) 
 

       Wednesday, 6:30pm     Cross-Generational Worship Experience 

      (NO Communion on Wednesday) 

 

 

 

   

 

Office/Building Hours 
 

Church office hours: 

Monday—Thursday    9am—5pm 

Office closed on Fridays 

 

 
 

Please use West Entrance: For the security and safety of staff, only the West door will be un-

locked while the office is open. The remaining doors will be locked during business hours.  If you 

need access to the church before/after office hours, please call the church office at   

701-282-3309 to make arrangements. 
 

Covid Facility Access Guidelines: The corridor/hallway where the offices are located is OFF 

LIMITS at all times to anyone who is not a paid employee.  In order to reduce unnecessary traffic 

in and out of the building, people are encouraged to call the church office before stopping in 
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All Services of Worship will continue to be  
live streamed to our Website, Facebook, 

YouTube and BoxcastTV sites. 



 

Holy Week 
Worship Schedule 

 

Palm Sunday    Mar 28, 9am & 11am 
Maundy Thursday  April 1, 6:30pm 
Good Friday    April 2, 6:30pm 
Easter Vigil (Sat)  April 3, 6:30pm 
 

 

 

EASTER SUNDAY 
(April 4th) 

 

Traditional 
7:00am, 9:00am 

 

Contemporary 
11:00 am 

 


