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Uncharted Waters 
 

In these times of uncertainty, many of us look to our 
church for stability and vision and it reminds us that all 
we do, all we have, and all that happens to us is in 
God’s hands.  Take this time to take inventory of how 
important your church is to you.  Even more importantly, 
how important will it, or should it, be to your children and 
your children’s children.  
 

Recently we received a $10,000 gift from a couple within 
our congregation.  They asked that we use it as a chal-
lenge to others to help the Foundation, to be there for 
our church and give a  perpetual gift.  You can help the 
Faith Foundation and, in turn, our church with your sup-
port in a variety of ways.  Whether through mandated 
IRA disbursements, the ND Tax Credit Endowment plan, 
or even your gifts as memorials when loved ones pass 
away, your gifts make a difference as your gifts grow in 
perpetuity. 
 

The Faith Foundation is here for you. If you have ques-
tions, please contact Carly in the church office (701-282-
3309).  She will put you in contact with one of the Foun-
dation trustees.  It’s a good New Year’s resolution to 
consider. 
 

See you in church! 
 

Darrell Costain 
Faith Foundation 

Furniture Mission RRV and 

Faith+Journey Lutheran Church  

Team Up 
 

With winter just around the corner, the Kings Men at our 
church decided we could help “clean up” around our gar-
ages before the snow flies.  Six members used the Furni-
ture Mission truck to take a full load to the Fargo dump 
on Tuesday, October 19.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are the group that also puts up the Nativity scene 
each year.  It’s a constant reminder of the reason for the 
season. 

 
Also in December, we fixed the tile floor in front of the 
elevator upstairs and hung this beautiful art work at the 
top of the stairs donated by Loren and Kim Mehlhoff. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If you’d like to help our church with occasional projects 
like this,  call Darrell Costain for details (730-4575).  
 
We’ll even give you the Kings Men secret handshake!!  
 

Advent Collection  

Thank you to all who participated in our collection for 

Golden Drive Homeless Kids! We collected diapers, 

hygiene items, towels, and wipes during our Advent 

season. Golden Drive Homeless Kids is an organiza-

tion whose core mission is to raise awareness of the 

homeless crisis that the children in our community are 

experiencing. They do many drives throughout the year 

to raise funds and supplies for our homeless shelters, 

families, and schools, directly impacting the children. 

Our Community Impact Team was thrilled to partner 

with them. The season of giving was in all your hearts 

as the outpouring of donations exceeded our expecta-

tions! Thank you for making a difference in the lives of 

kids in our community.  
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Tanzania Student Update 
Thank you all for your noisy offering this, and every, 

month for our students in Tanzania!  We were able to 

send our students a calendar through World Vision this 

month!  

The students in Tanzania will start a new school year in 

January!  They get about a month-long break of school 

from mid-December to mid-January.  Then, the students 

change their grade level when they return to school in 

January!  We also received an update on Saigoni.  Enjoy 

learning more about Saigoni  
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The Christmas Tree Challenge 

The Christmas Tree Challenge has come to a close.  We 
want to thank all the teams that participated in this chal-
lenge:  the Piecemakers, Church Council, Kingsmen, Car-
ing Ministry Team, and Community Impact team.  Each 
team worked so hard and put in extra time outside their 
regular meetings to make this challenge a success!   
 
Thank you to all the congregation members who voted for 
the teams. We hope it gave everyone a little joy this holi-
day season!  
 
The challenge came to a close on Sunday, December 12

th
, 

when we donated the trees to Golden Drive Homeless 
Kids organization. They were thrilled to have the trees 
come their way and very excited to distribute the trees to 5 
families in need.  Thanks to the generosity of the teams 
and congregation members, we were able to raise $348.56 
for Share House (the care and share ministry of Decem-
ber)!!!  We also had a gift card donation thrown in of $25 
for Golden Drive Homeless Kids.  WOW!! Thank you all so 
much!  
 
We promised to name a winner with this challenge, even 
though we are all winners! The Caring Ministry Team won 
the challenge by raising $120 in their jar!!  We also count-
ed the number of bills in each jar, and the Piecemakers 
had the most bills! Congratulations to both teams! Our 
Community Impact team thanks you all and hopes this 
challenge brought joy to you! We know it made Christmas 
a little brighter for the families who received the trees. 
 
Thank you and many blessings! 
Community Impact Team  

 

Caring Ministry Team — 

Winners of the Christmas Tree  

Challenge! 

PROTECTING LIVES 
By Marlene Batterberry,  
Member of Caring Ministry Team 

 
Do you have old outdated medications in your home?  If 
you do, it is wise to get rid of them.  Fargo Cass Public 
Health met with the Caring Ministry Team recently and 
has provided us with packets of a drug deactivation sys-
tem called Deterra.  This is a safe, convenient, and effec-
tive way to get rid of your old medications and prevent 
someone from taking them incorrectly or overdosing.  
Simply open the pouch, take the medication out of its bot-
tle, and place the unused medications inside the pouch.  
Fill the pouch halfway with warm water and wait 30 
minutes.  Press the self-sealing top and gently shake, 
then discard in your normal trash.  These packets can be 
obtained at the church office. 
 
In addition, this team has obtained a supply of Narcan, a 
nasal spray to be given to someone experiencing a medi-
cation overdose.  The Narcan carried by fire and police 
personnel to administer are usually injectable, but the 
ones we have at Faith Journey are a nasal spray.  They 
will bring an unconscious overdosed person back to con-
sciousness.  Then the person needs to be seen in an 
emergency room. 
 
(This information is provided by the Caring Ministry 
Team:  Marlene Batterberry, Ellen Liddle, Jenean Bau-
man, Brenda Jo Gillund, Judy Jabs, Judy Froemke, Bon-
nie Swanson, and Darcy Kranda.  Pastor Rich is our lead-

er) 
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The Ongoing Question of Vaccinations 
 
There is still the debate - and we see it almost every day on the news - concerning whether eligible folks should get their 
COVID Vaccination or the booster. 
 

This is, of course, an individual choice; however, as a matter of policy – Faith✟Journey endorses all eligible people get-
ting vaccinated as the most important measure to protect one’s health and protect the communities that we frequent. 
Everyone on your staff has received their course of vaccinations and many who are eligible have received their boosters 
as well. 
 

The decision to be vaccinated is one that is best left to the individual and their doctor.  These are important decisions we 
make (not unlike the many important decisions we make daily) to protect ourselves and those around us.  Here are 
some of the questions that are frequently asked about the vaccine and some commonsense information that is validated 
by the CDC and the medical community. 
 

1. “The vaccine hasn’t been tested enough.  I’ll wait and see.” 
The development of the three vaccines currently available have been developed and tested by the manufactur-
ers and all have been shown to be safe and effective by the FDA.  Yes, they were fast tracked; however, all of 
the required testing has been done and there are relatively few side effects of the vaccine that outweigh the ben-
efits for the patient and the community. 

 

2. “I don’t know what is in the vaccine.” 
Vaccine development has been a common practice for many, many years.  The development involves a process 
where Messenger RNA (mRNA) vaccines teach our cells how to make a protein that will trigger an immune re-
sponse inside our bodies. The mRNA vaccines use mRNA created in a laboratory.  That immune response, 
which produces antibodies, is what protects us from getting infected if the real virus enters our bodies.  The 
COVID-19 vaccine does not use modified live or dead virus. 
All COVID-19 vaccines are free from metals such as iron, nickel, cobalt, lithium, and rare earth alloys. They are 
also free from manufactured products such as microelectronics, electrodes, carbon nanotubes, or nanowire 
semiconductors. 

 

3. “Nobody but me decides what goes into my body.” 
One the one hand, you are correct.  You cannot be forced to accept any medical procedure.  However, as you 
ponder these questions, think of Christ’s teachings about loving your neighbor.  Many times we do things for the 
sake of those around us (like not drink and drive or wear our seatbelt).  Getting the Vaccine is the #1 best way to 
control this virus and protect the ones we love.  Remember, some of the most devastating infections we know of 
are now almost completely unknown because of vaccinations. 

 

4. “I’m afraid of the side effects.” 
The overwhelming number of people who receive the vaccine experience only a slight fever, an aching arm & 
maybe tiredness for a few days, all of which are indicators that antibodies are being created.  Only seven in one 
million vaccinations (that is 0.0007%) may cause more serious side effects that your doctor can tell you about 
and monitor.  Dr. Adam Brady, infectious disease specialist and chair of the Samaritan Coronavirus Task Force 
says:  

“I like to compare the COVID vaccine to two other commonly received vaccines – the flu and shin-
gles vaccines. The side effects of the COVID vaccine are more than the typical flu shot, but are 
fairly comparable to, or possibly a bit less than, side effects from the shingles vaccine.” 

 

5. “I’m pregnant and the vaccine will hurt my baby.”   
The current data suggest that the benefits of getting vaccinated during pregnancy are greater than any known or 
potential risks. Pregnant and recently pregnant people are more likely to get severe illness from COVID-19 than 
non-pregnant people - making vaccination even more important for these groups. 

 

6. “I’ve had Covid, so I am protected.” 
Current data shows that people who were (1) previously infected with COVID and (2) those who were unvac-
cinated following recovery had significantly higher likelihood of reinfection.  While the data is still being collected, 
the CDC highly recommends that even those who have had COVID should receive their vaccinations. 

 

 7. “Maybe the vaccine is OK for grownups, but I’m not sure it’s right for my kid.” 
True, kids don’t get COVID as easily as grownups and are less likely to die or be hospitalized and it is the par-
ents’ decision to make.  However, when making that decision it is important to realize that (1) children can be 
infected and (2) we have no idea of the long-term effects on children from the COVID-19 virus, (3) The benefits 
of COVID-19 vaccination far outweigh the known and potential risks. Reports of adverse events, like allergic 
reactions or myocarditis or pericarditis, are rare, and (4) COVID-19 vaccines have undergone and will continue 
to undergo the most intensive safety monitoring in U.S. history. 
 

We hope that this information and FAQ helps you in your discernment process.  For more detailed information about the 
facts that were discussed here – you can always go to https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus for further information about the 
development, testing, and oversight of the COVID-19 vaccine. 

https://www.samhealth.org/patient-visitors/find-a-doctor/b/brady-adam-1326334855
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Women’s Bible Study 
4th Tuesday of the month @2pm 

Fellowship Hall 
Contact Karen Midgarden for info or to sign up 

701-331-0901 or jokarmid@gmail.com 
 

Men’s Bible Study 
Wednesday mornings  at 6:00am. 

Contact Jeff Watne, jlwatne@live.com for more 
information 

The temperatures are dropping, and the need is great!!  
So… 

The Caring Ministry Team is continuing the collection 
of warm, new or gently used XL and XXL coats and 
gloves for the Gladys Ray Shelter as the deadline has 
been extended to January 30.  

Thank you to all who have donated already  

 

Together we can limit the 
spread of CoVid 

 

in Five easy steps: 
 

     1) Wear a MASK indoors if possible 
     2) Continue to WASH your hands 
     3) Social DISTANCE (6ft) 
     4) Get your CoVid SHOT/BOOSTER 
     5) If you feel that you are at high risk or you are not     
         feeling well, please take care of yourself and  
         WORSHIP VIRTUALLY 

Faith+Journey President Message:  

As the world changes to include online platforms of 
communication, Faith+Journey is moving into the 
future.  The January Congregational Meeting is us-
ing Zoom as an option for attending the meeting.  

Each voting congregation member attending this 
way, and wanting to vote on Zoom, is required to 
have a separate device. This can be a smart 
phone, computer, laptop, tablet or even Alexa.  

The Zoom app is free to download. The voting with-
in Zoom is one device equals one vote. If you have 
more than one voting member in your house-
hold, separate devices are required for each 
voting member.  

The council is looking forward to seeing everyone 
whether it is in-person or online.  
 

Peace and Joy this Holiday Season, 

Sara Gaebe  
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SCHEDULE OF REGULAR 
EVENTS/MEETINGS: 

(these groups meet on a regular basis) 
 

MONDAY 
6:30  Boy Scout Troop #213 
8:00  AA 
 

TUESDAY 
9:30  Staff Meeting 
2:00  Women’s Bible Study (4th Tues of the month) 
6:30  Grief Share—(Zoom & in-person)  
6:30  Cub Scouts (1st, 2nd, & 4th Tues) 
6:30  Choir Practice  
 

WEDNESDAY 
1:00  Piecemakers  
6:00  Launch 
6:30  Compass 
6:30  Worship with Holy Communion 
 

THURSDAY 
7:00  Kingsmen (2nd & 4th Thurs) 
2:00  Women's Bible Study (4th Tues of month) 
7:00  Worship Team Meeting (1st Thurs of month) 
7:00  Compassionate Friends (2nd Thurs of month) 
 

FRIDAY 
CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED FRIDAYS 
 

SATURDAY 
 

SUNDAY 
9:00   Worship with Holy Communion— 
 Traditional 
10:00 Launch 
11:00 Worship with Holy Communion— 
 Contemporary 
6:00    Boy Scouts Troop 232 

(Holy Communion every Sunday and Wednesday) 
 

Check online calendar for  
changes/holiday info  

schedules, etc. 
 

          

   Watch for these 

Upcoming Events! 

Regular Worship Schedule 
(Labor Day to Memorial Weekend) 

 

Wednesdays -   6:30pm Contemporary 
             Sundays –   9:00am Traditional 
      11:00am Contemporary 
      

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday, 9am – 5pm 

 

(Please call Sally in the office if you need  access to the 
building during other hours) 

 

Communion Pick-up— West Lobby 
Mon—Thurs, 9am—5pm 

 

Pick up as many as you need for your family. Com-
munion to be consumed during Virtual Worship for 

the week!   
 
 

Note:  Communion is offered at EVERY  
worship service 

 
 

 

 

COVID INFO   
The church facility is open for ALL  

church sponsored events! 
 
Please NOTE:  Masks are strongly encouraged, 
regardless of vaccination status!  They are avail-
able in the lobby if needed.  
 
At this time, we will continue passing the offering plate 
and offering communion service with a “pouring chalice” 
and wafers (individual self-serve communion will continue 
to be offered for those who still prefer that option).   
 
We continue to be ever vigilant of any developments re-
garding any surges in our area.  
 
If you have any questions, comments, or concerns, 
please do not hesitate to reach out to us, or see the 
CoVid News Hub on the church website to stay up-to-
date. 

 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 

New Year's 
Day  

2 

9:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 
11:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 

3 

6:30 PM Boy Scout 
Troop #213 
8:00 PM AA 

4 

9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts #232 
6:30 PM Grief 
Share 

5 

Youth Programming Re-
sumes 
1:00 PM Piecemakers 
6:30 PM COMPASS 
6:30 PM Worship with 
Holy Communion 

6  Epiphany 

7:00 PM Worship 
Team Meeting 

7 

Church office 
closed Fridays 

8 

9 

9:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 
10:00 AM Community Im-
pact Meeting 
10:30 AM Baptism Meeting - 
Lamon 
11:00 AM Baptism - Lamon 
11:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 
12:30 PM Executive Council 
Meeting 
4:00 PM The Road Ahead 
6:00 PM Boy Scouts Troop 
#232 

10 

6:30 PM Boy Scout 
Troop #213 
8:00 PM AA 

11 

9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting 
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts #232 
6:30 PM Grief 
Share 

12 

1:00 PM Piecemakers 
6:30 PM COMPASS 
6:30 PM Worship with 
Holy Communion 

13 

7:00 AM Kings 
Men at Deaner's 
Diner 
3:30 PM Caring 
Ministry Meeting 
7:00 PM Compas-
sionate Friends 

14 

Church office 
closed Fridays 

15 

16 

MIM - COMPASS LOCK-IN 
9:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 
11:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 

17 

Martin L. King, Jr. 
Day 
OFFICE CLOSED - 
Holiday 
6:30 PM Boy Scout 
Troop #213 
7:00 PM Council 
Meeting 
8:00 PM AA 

18 

9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting 
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts #232 
6:30 PM Grief 
Share 

19 

1:00 PM Piecemakers 
6:30 PM COMPASS 
6:30 PM Worship with 
Holy Communion 

20 21 

Church office 
closed Fridays 

22 

23 

9:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 
11:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 
12:15 PM Congregational 
Meeting 

24 

6:30 PM Boy Scout 
Troop #213 
8:00 PM AA 

25 

9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting 
2:00 PM Women's 
Bible Study 
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts #232 

26 

1:00 PM Piecemakers 
6:30 PM COMPASS 
6:30 PM Worship with 
Holy Communion 

27 

7:00 AM Kings 
Men at Deaner's 
Diner 

28 

Church office 
closed Fridays 

29 

30 

9:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 
11:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 
6:00 PM Boy Scouts Troop 
#232 

31 

6:30 PM Boy Scout 
Troop #213 
8:00 PM AA 

          

For an updated version of the calendar visit www.growinfaith.org 
January 
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As schedules can still be uncertain, this (and all) calendar(s) are subject to change without notice.   

Please check our website often to stay up-to-date! 

REGULAR WORSHIP  SCHEDULE  
 

Downtown • 127 2nd Ave E • West Fargo 
 

9:00am, Sunday—Traditional 
11:00am, Sunday—Contemporary 

6:30pm, Wednesday— Cross Generational 
 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion at ALL Worship services  



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 

9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting 
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts #232 
6:30 PM Grief 
Share 

2 Groundhog Day 

1:00 PM Piecemakers 
6:30 PM COMPASS 
6:30 PM Worship 
with Holy Commun-
ion 

3 

7:00 PM Worship 
Team Meeting 

4 

Church office 
closed Fridays 

5 

6 

9:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 
11:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 
6:00 PM Boy Scouts Troop 
#232 

7 

6:30 PM Boy Scout 
Troop #213 
8:00 PM AA 

8 

9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting 
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts #232 
6:30 PM Grief 
Share 

9 

1:00 PM Piecemakers 
6:30 PM COMPASS 
6:30 PM Worship 
with Holy Commun-
ion 

10 

7:00 AM Kings Men at 
Deaner's Diner 
7:00 PM Compassion-
ate Friends 

11 

Church office 
closed Fridays 

12 

13 

9:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 
11:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 
12:30 PM Executive Council 
Meeting 
4:00 PM The Road Ahead 
6:00 PM Boy Scouts Troop 
#232 

14 Valentine's Day 

6:30 PM Boy Scout 
Troop #213 
8:00 PM AA 

15 

9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting 
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts #232 
6:30 PM Grief 
Share 

16 

1:00 PM Piecemakers 
6:30 PM COMPASS 
6:30 PM Worship 
with Holy Commun-
ion 

17 18 

Church office 
closed Fridays 

19 

6th-7th Grade 
Compass Re-
treat 

20 8th-9th Grade  
      Compass Retreat 
 

9:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 
11:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 

21 Presidents' Day 
 

6:30 PM Boy Scout 
Troop #213 
7:00 PM Council 
Meeting 
8:00 PM AA 

22 

Devo - Suzi 
9:30 AM Staff 
Meeting 
2:00 PM Women's 
Bible Study 
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice 
6:30 PM Cub 
Scouts #232 
6:30 PM Grief 
Share 

23 

1:00 PM Piecemakers 
6:30 PM COMPASS 
6:30 PM Worship 
with Holy Commun-
ion 

24 

7:00 AM Kings Men at 
Deaner's Diner 

25 

Church office 
closed Fridays 

26 

27 Transfiguration  
         Sunday 
 

9:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 
11:00 AM Worship with 
Holy Communion 

28 

6:30 PM Boy Scout 
Troop #213 
8:00 PM AA 

          

For an updated version of the calendar visit www.growinfaith.org 
February 
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As schedules can still be uncertain, this (and all) calendar(s) are subject to change without notice.   

Please check our website often to stay up-to-date! 

REGULAR WORSHIP  SCHEDULE  
 

Downtown • 127 2nd Ave E • West Fargo 
 

9:00am, Sunday—Traditional 
11:00am, Sunday—Contemporary 

6:30pm, Wednesday— Cross Generational 
 
 

Sacrament of Holy Communion at ALL Worship services  
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NEWSLETTER ARTICLES FOR THE 

February ISSUE 
OF THE NEWSLETTER ARE DUE 

 

JANUARY 1ST! 

 

Send articles to Sally at  
ssimonson@growinfaith.org 

Gifts and Tithes  

THANK YOU for your continued support! 
Here are the avenues through which you can  

financially support FJLC:  
 

 

 - Online | https://growinfaith.org/giving => click on 
GIVE NOW and follow the online instructions 
 - On Your Phone| Text “FJLCgive” to 77977 click 
on the link provided and follow the instructions. 
 - Use the SQUARE | A system in our narthex for 
credit or debit card gifts transaction 

 - By Mail | Send your gift to the church business 
office 127 2nd Ave East, West Fargo, ND 58078  
Attn: Carly 

 - In Person | Drop off your offering at the church 
office Monday –Thursday, 10am to 1pm.  
 
 

NOTE:  You can now donate to Noisy Offering 
through PushPay, or you can mark “Other – noisy 
offering” on your offering envelope.  This helps the 
kids in Tanzania!  

 

Thank you for your Generous Support!! 
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Regular Building/Office  
Hours: 

 

Monday-Thursday, 9:00am—5:00pm 

Friday—Closed 
 

  During office hours,  

 ALL doors are locked except the  

     West entrance.  
 

The church is locked when no  

activities are scheduled. To schedule an 

activity, contact Sally in the church office. 

 
 

Church Offices  
 

CLOSED 
 

Monday,  

January 17
th

,  

In Observance of 

 
Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Day 

https://growinfaith.org/giving


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Regular Worship Hours 
(Labor Day to Memorial Weekend) 

 

       Sunday,  9:00am Traditional Worship 

            11:00am Contemporary Worship 
 

           Wednesday, 6:30pm     Cross-Generational Worship 

 (Communion every Sunday and Wednesday) 
 

 

  Office/Building Hours: 
 

  Church office is open  

  Monday—Thursday,  9am—5pm 

  Office closed on Fridays 
 

 

 

 

Please use West Entrance:  For the security and safety of staff, only the West door will be unlocked while the office is 

open. The remaining doors will be locked during business hours.  If you need access to the church before/after office 

hours, please call the church office at 701-282-3309 to make arrangements. 

All Services of Worship continue to be 
live streamed to our Website, Face-

book, YouTube and BoxcastTV sites. 
Watch Sunday 9:00am service on  

Cable Access  
Ch. 57 (Sparklight), or Ch. 12 (Midco ) 

Faith † Journey Lutheran Church 

 a member congregation of the ELCA 

127 2nd Ave E • West Fargo ND • 58078 

We’re on the  web 

www.growinfaith.org 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

Please notify the church office if 

you have a change of address. 


