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Fall Worship Schedule Resumes 
 and Fall Kick-off  is Sunday, September 13, 2020! 

 

See Regular Worship Schedule on Page 12. 
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GREETINGS AND GOD’S BLESSINGS TO ALL! 
(A letter from our Church Council) 

Wow! What a year it has been. It’s been a while since my last letter to all of you, so I thought I’d better try to 

recap some of the happenings and what we’ve been doing as a church! 

 

Status of Next Steps Forward: 

The teams were formed for “Next Steps Forward” and have been hard at work.  

Keven Kercher is leading our real estate sales effort. The property has been listed since mid-June and we 

have had lots of activity with offers and counteroffers going back and forth. Thus far, no offers have met our 

minimum selling price, but there are a number of parties interested and prospects still look good.  

Darrell Costain and crew continue to keep the grounds around the building at 40th looking good. An unfortu-

nate casualty of our current efforts is the loss of what was one of the best gardens in the area. To our garden-

ing crew I say “thank you!” for the good work done over the past years. The garden served our community in 

a Godly way and provided opportunities for members to get to know one another as they tended the garden 

together. 

The 40th Avenue Inventory team has completed their work. All items at the 40th Avenue property (furnishings, 

office supplies, misc. items, etc.) have been documented and a list has been compiled to identify what we will 

sell with the property and what items we plan to keep. This team was headed up by Council member, Jennifer 

Grund; she and her team did a great job (and fast too!). I also want to give a special shout-out to Trevor     

Erickson, our new Facilities Manager/Worship Technician, who has been on hand and helping with many   

aspects of things happening at 40th, as well as tending to extra Covid related duties at our 2nd Ave location.   

Meanwhile, our other teams (Artifacts team, 2nd Avenue Repairs team and Design team) are working to com-

plete their tasks. Understanding that some things can’t happen until the 40th property is sold, these teams 

continue to prepare for that event. Most notably, the Design team has had multiple town hall style meetings to 

get the congregation’s input into what a wish list would look like for the new structure that will be replacing the 

old sanctuary and lower level gathering space. This team is lead by Britni Wyum and Bill Fradet, and includes 

our Pastors, church staff, our resident architect, Steve Goldade and others. I haven’t heard much from our 

Artifacts team and our 2
nd

 Avenue Repairs team, but I do know that they are meeting, gathering information, 

and trying to accomplish whatever they can while we wait for other events to transpire. 

 

Covid-19: 

In March of this year, we had to temporarily shut down due to the Covid pandemic. Our Pastors and staff 

have done a good job of adapting to a new way of operating during the Covid pandemic. Our remote worship,  

streamed through Facebook, YouTube, Boxcast and our webpage, and broadcast on Sunday morning 

through our local public broadcast channel, has steadily improved. We went from mid-March to July with    

remote access-only worship services. On July 5th, we began to have in-person worship services…with a few 

changes. Our Pastors, Parish Nurses and the Church Council have worked to create a document defining the 

best ways of approaching all sorts of things related to church activities in a Covid re-opening. This document 

has been published on our website and excerpts from the document are included in this edition of the 

Newsletter (following this letter on page 4). Again, special thanks to those involved and thank you for 

your good work. 

 

(continued on page 3) 
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(continued from page 2) 

Other Council Business: 

Due to the pandemic shutdown, our April congregational meeting was postponed to a later date. Right now, 

we are hoping to have that meeting September 20th. The agenda will include the annual report of the Faith 

Foundation Board. It is also usual that council members are voted on by the congregation during the April 

meeting. We had two of our Council members’ terms expire on May 31, 2020; thanks to Kevin Kragnes and 

Tim Kreft for their service. In the interim, as allowed in our constitution and bylaws, we had two people, Britni 

Wyum and Philip Gaebe, agree to serve on the Council so we added them.  

 

Constitution and Bylaws 

Our work to complete revisions to our constitution and bylaws continues. We are nearly done with that      

document and it is our hope that we will be presenting it to the congregation for approval at the next congre-

gational meeting. One of our next big steps will be to get the newly defined ministry teams up and running.  

 

Financials 

Pastor Mike and the staff have done a wonderful job of keeping our expenses down and, at the same time, 

applying for and receiving grants and deferrals that have allowed us to continue with a full staff. This is also a 

testament to the dedication of our members. Although overall giving is down, it is not down as much as one 

might have anticipated at the beginning of the pandemic. Thank you to all for your continued support! 

 

Finally, during the past few months we have had numerous special Council meetings in addition to our regu-

larly scheduled monthly meetings. Along with the council meetings, our council members are working with 

other ministry teams. Our Council members, Keven Kercher, Signe Nystuen, Jamie Workman, Christy Dauer, 

Scott Rortvedt, Jennifer Grund, Britni Wyum and Philip Gaebe are doing good work for you and Faith Luther-

an church. The time they give and the talents they share with the church are truly appreciated. So, although 

we have been wading through some difficult challenges, the Good Lord has truly blessed us by putting these 

good servants on the board. Thank them when you get the chance. 

 

Stay safe. Stay healthy. 

Jeff Watne, 
Council President 
 

Watch for these 

Upcoming Events! 

 

 

 

Editor’s Note: 

Thank you to Jeff Watne, 

Allan Berge and Jerry    

Liddle for caring for the 

grounds at 2nd Ave. 



 

  UPDATED COVID-19 POLICIES AND PROTOCOLS 
(“Excerpts” from the policy that has been posted on our website) 

 

Worship Services 
No indoor worship service shall include more than 200 which represents 2/3

rds
 of ½ of the total capacity.  This allows for 

an “every other pew” seating plan and appropriate distance between individuals and/or family groups.   
 The worship leaders will be no less than 16 feet from the worshippers. 

 Every effort shall be made to ensure that worship services of the congregation do not exceed 45 min.   

 All high contact, high touch surfaces shall be cleaned following every use of the space and regularly throughout the 
week. 

•  Doors will be propped open where feasible to minimize hand contact on doors, handles, panic bars. 

 Wash or sanitize hands upon entry and before and after using the elevator. 

 Maintain a six-foot social distance from those not in your household. 

 Limit unnecessary contact. Refrain from touching others.  Share the Peace from a distance. 

 Please take note of areas of the church that are closed at this time. 

 We require face masks or face shields for the congregation and staff, with the exception of children under 
the age of 2 and those with underlying medical conditions that preclude them from wearing a mask/face shield. We ask 
that those who cannot wear a mask/shield, worship from the comfort of their home or attend the outdoor service. Those 
who forget a mask will be able to receive one upon walking into the facility which will be placed near the hand sanitizer. 

 Every other row in the sanctuaries has been closed to accommodate appropriate spacing. People are reminded to 
maintain 6ft of distance between them and the closest other family group. 

 Hymnals, Bibles and most furniture in the Lobby have been removed.  All children’s items, busy bags and toys have 
also been removed.   

 The number of songs will be reduced both in number and length.  At the 9 am service, only an opening and closing 
hymn will be sung.  When we move into the Fall Schedule, Music at the Contemporary worship services (10 &11) and the 
6:30 Wednesday Worship will be reduced to a minimum number of songs (Opening, Praise, Closing).  Congregants will 
be verbally reminded that they need not sing in order to worship. 

 We will recommend that people not sing out in full voice in order to reduce the expulsion of droplets and that 
if they are going to sing, they should wear a mask. 

 Liturgical elements of the service which are usually sung will be spoken (Kyrie, etc.) 

 Offering buckets will be placed in the lobby near the communion table to avoid the passing of plates. 

 Sharing of the Peace will be done “virtually.” 

 We will ask the congregation to move outdoors to visit following the service and to not linger in the lobby or the build-
ing. 

 Coffee/refreshments will not be available at this time, but congregants are welcome to bring their own. NO sharing,  
please! 

 Communion will be served by individual, sealed bread and cup option only.  Signs will be placed directing individuals 
to pick up a sealed bread/cup container upon entry to the worship space and, at the appropriate time, consume the ele-
ments in their seat with the rest of the Congregation.  Gluten free elements in individual, sealed cups will be provided as 
well. 
 

All outdoor worship services shall follow the following: 
 Chairs will not be set up – so that social distance can be observed; please bring your own chair. 
 FJLC outdoor chairs will be available from a stack outside. 
 Communion will be by individual, sealed bread and cup option.  Gluten free sealed option will be available. 
 Offering will be collected in large buckets – not passed. 
 In the case of foul weather, worship shall be held indoors with all of the indoor worship guidelines in effect. 
 

For more detailed information and to stay up-to-date, please see the complete policy on our website at www.growinfaith.org 
 

PLEASE DO NOT COME TO WORSHIP OR ENTER THE BUILDING IF THESE APPLY TO YOU: 
 

 Fever or feeling feverish (chills, sweating) 

 New cough 

 Difficulty breathing 

 Sore throat 

 Muscle aches or body aches 

 Vomiting or diarrhea 

 New loss of taste or smell 

 Shortness of bteath 

 Had contact, within the last 14 days, with someone 

with a Positive CoVid-19 test 

 Have tested Positive for CoVid-19 

 Caring for someone with CoVid-19 
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Uncharted waters 

In these times of uncertainty, many of us look to our 

church for stability and the vision it gives that all we 

do, all we have, and all that happens to us is in God’s 

hands.  Take this time to take inventory of how im-

portant your church is to you.  Even more importantly, 

how important will it or should it be to your children 

and to your children’s children? 

The Faith Foundation helps many ministries within our 

church.  One of the primary focuses is our youth pro-

grams and the importance we put on sending young 

people into the world with a strong Christian base. You 

can help the Faith Foundation and, in turn, our church 

by your support in a variety of ways.  Whether it is 

through mandated IRA disbursements, the ND Tax 

Credit Endowment plan, or even your gifts as memori-

als when loved ones die, your gifts make a difference 

as your gifts grow in perpetuity. 

The Faith Foundation is here for you.  If you have 

questions, please contact Carly in the church office at 

701.282.3309.  She will put you in contact with one of 

the Foundation trustees. 

See you in church. 

Darrell Costain 

Faith Foundation 

ROAD TO GROWTH:  
Creating Understanding and Connections in a  

Diverse Community  
Presentations & Conversations 

 
Thursdays, 6:30 - 8:30pm, Sep 24 – Nov 12, 2020 

Fellowship Hall (2
nd

 Ave Campus) 
 
Please join us on a journey of exploring our comfort 
levels for creating connections and understanding. 
Our goal during this 8-week course is to widen our 
perspectives and increase our effectiveness in relat-
ing to others different from ourselves.  Whether in 
welcoming new members, reaching out to our diverse 
local community, or in our personal and professional 
lives, we will all come away richer from our time to-
gether learning about ourselves and others.  
 
We will spend the first two weeks exploring our own 
lives and creating a framework of cultural understand-
ings, generational experiences, life events, and envi-
ronmental factors influencing our perspectives and 
our human experience.  As we examine these influ-
ences in our own lives and how they will prepare us 
to be compassionate active listeners within our com-
munity, we will also learn about  the cultural proficien-
cy continuum and the role of bias in relationships.   
 
The following 6 weeks will be exciting as we host a 
variety of speakers from our community to further our 
understanding.  We hope this will generate ideas for 
future speakers, learning events and experiences fur-
thering our church's ministries.   
 
Due to Covid-19 we are limited to 20 “in-person” par-
ticipants; virtual participation is available through 
Zoom.  Admission sponsored by the Faith Foundation 
Board. REGISTER on Sign Up Genius https://
www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0d4dabad29abfe3 -
road.  Contact Britni Wyum at 701-238-2381 or Jen 
Grund 701-793-1656 for additional information.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

We would like to thank everyone for your finan-
cial support over the past few months. Please 
know that it has been a trying time for many, 
and we really appreciate all of you for keeping 
the church in your thoughts. In addition, we 
want to send an extra special thank you to all 
who have made extra donations to the church 
with the stimulus money that was distributed 
over the last several months. Knowing that 
these are stressful times financially for some, 
this money will be put to good use in the church, 
as well as distributed in the community through  
our Care and Share fund.   

   Carly Tufte,  
   Parish Business Manager 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0d4dabad29abfe3-road
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0d4dabad29abfe3-road
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0d4dabad29abfe3-road


 

  YOUTH PROGRAMMING INFO! 
 

(This letter went out to families August 14, 2020) 

 

Hello FJLC Families! 

  We would like to start out by letting you know just how much we miss you all and are holding you in our 
prayers.  As we work to navigate these uncertain times of the COVID-19 pandemic, the Faith Formation staff 
put together a well-informed team to aid us in making the difficult decisions regarding our Faith Formation 
Education Programming for the 2020-2021 school year here at FJLC. We are in the process of making those 
tough decisions to keep everyone as safe as possible moving forward this year.  

Things for you to know:  

 ALL plans are tentative, with highest regard to EVERYONE’S safety first. 

 As of right now, we plan to begin our programming year VIRTUALLY on Wednesday, September 23rd.    

 - LAUNCH will only be meeting Wednesdays this year. 

 - We intentionally planned this start date to be a few weeks after schools have begun classes. This 
   way we will be able to stay informed on any changes made in the schools, and make those changes 
   accordingly, if need be, in the weeks following. 

 Our goal is to work toward meeting 50/50. Virtually one week, in person one week, unless there is a state

-wide shut down in which case we will continue virtually. 

 If/When we meet in person, just as the Church Council’s policy states, mask wearing will be REQUIRED. 

If you are unable to wear a mask, attendance can be maintained virtually. 

 A reminder, those in COMPASS will have attendance taken each week (virtually and in person). If stu-

dents are unable to maintain consistent attendance, they may not be able to get Confirmed with their class-
mates. Again, patience and team-work will be greatly appreciated in this. 

 We will be considering the FJLC Church COVID guidelines, ELCA, CDC, state of North Dakota, and local 

area school district guidelines/policies regarding the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

 We will reassess monthly. 

 

Thank you for your patience as we navigate through these difficult times! 

 

 

 

 

The Faith Formation Team 

Rachel Fay Kapphahn, Minister of Youth Discipleship 

rkapphahn@growinfaith.org Cell 701-212-5135 
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YWCA’s Women of the Year and Chocolate 

Fantasy | September 10  

This year only, YWCA’s signature events: Women of the 

Year and Chocolate Fantasy will both be held on one amaz-

ing day – September 10th! Both events are a special way to 

support the YWCA Emergency Shelter, which each year 

helps over 1,400 women and children in rebuilding their 

lives.  

We invite you to tune in virtually to uplift all our Women of 

the Year nominees and support the mission of YWCA Cass 

Clay. Your gift of $44 provides a night of shelter for a woman 

or child in need right here in our community at YWCA Emer-

gency Shelter - PLUS gives you live event coverage with a 

virtual viewing ticket, ensuring you have exclusive access 

and first-hand knowledge of our 2020 Women of the Year 

honorees! You’ll even get entered for a great prize in our 

exclusive virtual viewing drawing!  

But wait, there’s more! Chocolate Fantasy $15 to-go des-

sert boxes are available for online pre-order and pick-up 

on September 10th. And on Friday, September 4th at 12PM, 

a variety of incredible silent auction items donated from your 

favorite local hotspots and businesses will be available for 

you to view and bid on online as well.  

For more information on these two great ways to support the 

mission of YWCA Cass Clay, visit www.ywcacassclay.org  

 

Bible Studies 

Coming Soon! 
 

There will be various Bible 
Studies starting up for the 
fall including: Women’s    
Bible Study, 4th Tues. of the 
month at 2pm, beginning 
Sept 22 . Find details in 
Worship Resources and on 

      our website, www.growinfaith.org  
 

Church Facilities  
Special Consideration  

 

We have some employees who are at very high 
risk for the virus. For their safety, we ask that all 
who come into our building adhere to new re-
strictions found on the homepage of our website in 
our  “Covid-19 Policies and Procedures”, which 
was recently updated (8/10/2020).  
 

Direct Your Dollars  
We just met our goal for  
collecting Family Fare  
Receipts and we have 
earned another $1,000 for 
our church general fund!! Thank you so much to 
everyone for bringing in your receipts! Now let’s 
continue donating those receipts and work to-
wards the NEXT goal of $1,000! Thank you to  
Linda Withey for coordinating this effort. 

 
NEWSLETTER DEADLINE is September 1st! 
 

As we navigate this pandemic, routines have 
changed and we wonder if things will ever be 
“normal” again!  We will re-evaluate the frequency 
of newsletters and determine the best way we can 
get information out to all of you we miss so much!  
Stay safe! 

From the Staff 

 

Church offices will be 
closed Monday, 

September 7, 2020

CONGREGATIONAL

MEETING

Sunday, September 20, 2020, 

at 12:15 pm

2nd Ave Campus
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SUNDAY 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

  1 
10:00 Staff Meeting 

6:00  Faith Formation 

7:00  Design Team Mtg 

2 
9:30  Piecemakers  

6:30  Worship 

3 
7:00  Worship Team      

 Meeting 

4 
Church office closed 
Fridays 

8:30  Life Line 
Screening, Health 
Screening 

5:30  AA/TGIF 
Group 

5 

6 
9:00  Worship with Holy 
Communion 

10:30  Outdoor Worship 
with Holy Communion 

7 
Labor Day 
OFFICE CLOSED 
7:15  AA Group  

Conscious Meeting 
8:00  AA 

8 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

9 
9:30  Piecemakers  
6:30  Worship with 
Holy Communion  

10 
7:00  King's Men at 
Deaner's Diner 

11 
Patriot Day 
5:30  AA/TGIF 
Group 

12 

13 
FALL KICKOFF!! 
9:00  Worship with Holy 
Communion  
10:00  Worship  
11:00  Worship 

14 
6:30  Boy Scout Troop 
#213 
8:00  AA 

15 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

16 
9:30  Piecemakers  
6:30  Worship 

17 18 
5:30  AA/TGIF 
Group 

19 
WEST FEST 

20 
9:00  Worship with Holy 
Communion 
10:00  Worship with Holy 
Communion 
11:00  Worship with Holy 
Communion 

12:15  Congregation Meeting 

21 
6:30  Boy Scout Troop 
#213 
7:00  Church Council 
8:00  AA 

22 First Day of Autumn 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

2:00  Women’s Bible 
Study 

23 FALL PROGRAM-
MING BEGINS  
(tentative) 
9:30  Piecemakers 
6:30  Worship with 
Holy Communion 

24 
7:00  King's Men at 
Deaner's Diner 
6:15  Road to Growth 

25 
5:30  AA/TGIF 
Group 

26 

27 
9:00  Worship with Holy 
Communion 
10:00  Worship 
11:00  Worship 

28 
6:30  Boy Scout Troop 
#213 
8:00  AA 

29 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

30 
9:30  Piecemakers 
6:30  Worship 

      

September For an updated version of the calendar visit www.growinfaith.org Page 10 

REGULAR WORSHIP (beg Sept 13th, 2020) 
 

 Downtown Campus • 127 2nd Ave E • West Fargo 

9:00am,  Sunday—Traditional 
11:00am, Sunday—Contemporary 

6:30pm, Wednesday— Cross Generational 
 

 

South Campus • 650 40th Ave S • West Fargo 

10:00am, Sunday—Contemporary 
 

      Sacrament of Holy Communion at all services 1st and 3rd Sundays of 
the month and 9:00am service every Sunday.  Holy Communion served the 

Wednesdays following the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month 

Due to these “uncertain” times, this (and all) calendar(s) are subject to change without notice.   

Please check our website often! 



 

SUNDAY 

 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    1 
6:15  Road to Growth 
7:00  Worship Team 
Meeting 

2 
5:30  AA/TGIF 
Group 
5:30  Wedding 
Rehearsal - John-
son/Hine 

3 
3:00  Wedding - 
Johnson/Hine 

4 WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY 
 

9:00  Commissioning of Dea-
cons 
9:00  Worship with Holy 
Communion 
10:00  Worship with Holy 
Communion 
11:00  Worship with Holy 
Communion 

5 
6:30  Boy Scout Troop 
#213 
7:15  AA Group Con-
scious Meeting 
8:00  AA 

6 
10:00  Staff Meeting  

7 
9:30  Piecemakers 
6:30  Worship with 
Holy Communion 

8 
7:00  King's Men at 
Deaner's Diner 
6:15  Road to Growth 
7:00  Compassionate 
Friends 

9 
5:30  AA/TGIF 
Group 

10 

11 
9:00  Worship with Holy 
Communion 
10:00  Worship 
11:00  Worship 

12 COLUMBUS DAY 
 

6:30  Boy Scout Troop 
#213 
7:00  AA Potluck 

13 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

14 
9:30  Piecemakers  
6:30  Worship 

15 
6:15  Road to Growth  

16 
5:30  AA/TGIF 
Group 

17 
Lutefisk Supper - 
CANCELLED 

18 
9:00  Worship with Holy 
Communion 
10:00  Worship with Holy 
Communion 
11:00  Worship with Holy 
Communion 

19 
6:30  Boy Scout Troop 
#213 
7:00  Church Council 
8:00  AA 

20 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

21 
9:30  Piecemakers 
6:30  Worship with 
Holy Communion 

22 
7:00  King's Men at 
Deaner's Diner 
6:15  Road to Growth 

23 
5:30  AA/TGIF 
Group 

24 

25 CONFIRMATION SUNDAY 
      REFORMATION SUNDAY 
9:00  Worship with Holy 
Communion 
10:00  Worship 
11:00  Worship 
12:00  Confirmation Pictures  
3:00  Confirmation 

26 
6:30  Boy Scout Troop 
#213 
8:00 AA 

27 
10:00  Staff Meeting 

2:00  Women’s Bible 
Study 

28 
8:00  B.I.B.L.E. Study 
9:30  Piecemakers  
6:30  Worship 

29 
6:15  Road to Growth 

30 
5:30  AA/TGIF 
Group 

31 REFORMATION     

         DAY 

October For an updated version of the calendar visit www.growinfaith.org Page 11 

REGULAR WORSHIP (Beg Sept 13th, 2020) 
 

 Downtown Campus • 127 2nd Ave E • West Fargo 

9:00am,  Sunday—Traditional 
11:00am, Sunday—Contemporary 

6:30pm, Wednesday— Cross Generational 
 

 

South Campus • 650 40th Ave S • West Fargo 

10:00am, Sunday—Contemporary 
 

       

Sacrament of Holy Communion at all services 1st and 3rd Sundays of the month and 9:00am 
service every Sunday.  Holy Communion served the Wednesdays following the 1st and 3rd Sundays of the 

month 

Due to these “uncertain” times, this (and all) calendar(s) are subject to change without notice.   

Please check our website often! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Beginning September 13, 2020) 

 

 Downtown Campus     South Campus 

   Sunday, 9:00 am                         Sunday, 10:00 am 

            Traditional Worship                Contemporary Worship 

     

  Sunday, 11:00 am 

 Contemporary Worship          

  

 Wednesday, 6:30 pm 

    Cross-Generational Worship Experience  

 

  Office/Building Hours (September 8th — May 28th) 
 

Church office hours: 

Monday—Friday    9am—5pm 

 
Please use West Entrance: For the security and safety of staff, only the West door will     

be unlocked while the office is open. The remaining doors will be locked during business hours.  

If you need access to the church before/after office hours, please call the church office at         

701-282-3309 to make arrangements. 
 

Covid Facility Access Guidelines: The corridor/hallway where the offices are located         

is OFF LIMITS at all times to anyone who is not a paid employee. In order to reduce                  

unnecessary traffic in and out of the building, people are encouraged to call the church office   

before stopping in to make sure the person you wish to meet with is actually in the building.  
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