
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

8.8.21  

Worship Gathering  

15th Sunday after Pentecost 

 
for the Community of 

Faith✟Journey Lutheran Church

  
James tells us to stop showing favoritism in the assembly, treating 

the rich visitor with more honor than the poor one. Jesus himself 

seems to show partiality in his first response to the Syrophoenician 

woman in today’s gospel. Was he testing her faith in saying Gentiles 

don’t deserve the goods meant for God’s children? Or was he 

speaking out of his human worldview, but transcended those limits 

when she took him by surprise with her reply? Either way, the story 

tells us that God shows no partiality. Everyone who brings a need to 

Jesus is received with equal honor as a child and heir. 



Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Leader| Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life, 
whose presence is sure, and whose love is endless. 

 All| Amen 
 

Leader| Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.  

[Silence is kept for reflection] 
 

Leader| God our comforter,  
 

 All | like lost sheep, we have gone astray. We gaze upon 

abundance and see scarcity. We turn our faces away from injustice and 

oppression. We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed. Free us 

from our sin, gracious God. Listen when we call out to you for help. 

Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.    Amen. 
 

Leader| All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. By the gift of grace in ☩ 
Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous. Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of 
all your sins. 

 All | AMEN 
 

Opening Song 
 

#510 WORD OF GOD, COME DOWN ON EARTH  Text: James Quinn, SJ, b. 1919, Text © James 

Quinn, SJ, Selah Publishing Co., Inc., North American agent; Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-707426 
 

Word of God, come down on earth, living rain from heav'n descending; 
touch our hearts and bring to birth faith and hope and love unending. 
Word almighty, we revere you; Word made flesh, we long to hear you. 
 

Word eternal, throned on high, Word that brought to life creation, 
Word that came from heav'n to die, crucified for our salvation, 
saving Word, the world restoring, speak to us, your love outpouring. 
 

Word that speaks God's tender love, one with God beyond all telling, 
Word that sends us from above God the Spirit, with us dwelling, 
Word of truth, to all truth lead us; Word of life, with one bread feed us. 

 
The Greeting  

Leader| The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 



All | And also with you 
 

Leader| Let us pray –   
 

Prayer of the Day 

Leader| Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health and 
death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make us a people ready 
to proclaim your promises to the whole world, through Jesus Christ, our healer and 
Lord. 

 All | Amen 
 

 

The Sacrament of 
Holy Baptism 

 

Emmett Jackson Lahren 
 

Congregation:   
We welcome you, Emmett, into the family of Faith✟Journey.  Join us as we, so 
transformed by the abundant grace of God, rejoice together in Christ-Centered life, 
love and service.  Equipped, Connected and Empowered to be the body of Christ for 
our community and all of God’s good creation.  Amen. 
 

GOSPEL VERSE 
(Please Stand as you are Able) 

 

ALL |   Alleluia, Alleluia.  Lord, to whom shall we go?   

You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia! (repeat) 
 

Leader | The Good news of Jesus according to Mark, chapter 7, verses 24-
37 (NRSV) | In Mark’s gospel, encounters with women usually signify turning points in Jesus’ 

ministry. Here, a conversation with a Syrophoenician woman marks the beginning of his mission 

to the Gentiles 
 

24[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house and did 
not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape notice,25but a 
woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit immediately heard about him, 
and she came and bowed down at his feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of 
Syrophoenician origin. She begged him to cast the demon out of her 



daughter. 27He said to her, “Let the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the 
children’s food and throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the 
dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying 
that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went home, found 
the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone. 
  31Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon towards 
the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought to him a deaf 
man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged him to lay his hand 
on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the crowd, and put his fingers 
into his ears, and he spat and touched his tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he 
sighed and said to him, “Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his 
ears were opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus 
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more zealously 
they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure, saying, “He has done 
everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and the mute to speak.”  Leader | This is the Good News of Jesus  

 ALL| THANKS BE TO GOD 
 

Message | Pr. Rich 
 

Hymn of the Day - #712 LORD, WHOSE LOVE IN HUMBLE SERVICE  Text: Albert 

F. Bayly, 1901-1984 
Text © 1961 Oxford University Press; Used with permission under ONE LICENSE A-707426 
 

Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need, 
who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy's perfect deed: 
we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart; 
consecrating to your purpose ev'ry gift which you impart. 
 

Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread; 
still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead. 
As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul, 
by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole. 
 

As we worship, grant us vision, till your love's revealing light 
in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight, 
making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear, 
stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share. 
 

Called by worship to your service, forth in your dear name we go, 
to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show; 
hope and health, good will and comfort, counsel, aid and peace we give, 
that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live. 



Offering Prayer 
 

Leader | God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert 
and manna to rain from the heavens. 
 

ALL| ACCEPT THE GIFTS YOU HAVE FIRST GIVEN US. UNITE THEM WITH 

THE OFFERING OF OUR LIVES TO NOURISH THE WORLD YOU LOVE SO 

DEARLY; THROUGH JESUS CHRIST, OUR SAVIOR AND LORD.  

 AMEN. 

 
Confessing our Faith 

 

Leader |  Give us your Holy Spirit, O God, that we might live our faith before the 
world, boldly confessing: 
 

ALL | I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.     Amen. 

 
Prayers of the People 

 

Leader| Made children and heirs of God’s promise, we pray for the church, the 
world, and all in need.  Each petition will conclude with the words “Lord in your 
mercy,” and your response is: “HEAR OUR PRAYER.” 

 



Words of Institution 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

OUR FATHER, WHO ART IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED BE THY NAME, 

THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE,  

ON EARTH AS IT IS IN HEAVEN. 

GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD; 

AND FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES, 

AS WE FORGIVE THOSE WHO TRESPASS AGAINST US; 

AND LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION, BUT DELIVER US FROM EVIL. 

FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, AND THE GLORY, 

FOREVER AND EVER.  AMEN. 

 
Leader | All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready. 

 

(The congregation is invited to consume the bread and cup communally) 

 
Lamb of God 

 

ALL |  LAMB OF GOD, YOU TAKE AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD:  

HAVE MERCY ON US, MERCY ON US, MERCY ON US. 
 

LAMB OF GOD, YOU BREAK THE CHAINS OF HATRED AND FEAR: 

HAVE MERCY ON US, MERCY ON US, MERCY ON US. 
 

LAMB OF GOD, YOU ARE THE WAY OF JUSTICE AND PEACE: 

HAVE MERCY ON US, MERCY ON US, MERCY ON US. 
 

LAMB OF GOD, YOU ARE THE WAY OF MERCY AND LOVE: 

HAVE MERCY ON US, MERCY ON US, MERCY ON US. 
 

LAMB OF GOD, YOU TAKE AWAY THE SIN OF THE WORLD:  

GRANT US PEACE, GRANT US PEACE, GRANT US PEACE 

 
Table Blessing 



Prayer 
 

Leader| Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our 
faith into a feast of salvation.  

ALL | SEND US FORTH INTO THE WORLD WITH SHOUTS OF JOY, BEARING 

WITNESS TO THE ABUNDANCE OF YOUR LOVE IN JESUS CHRIST, OUR 

SAVIOR AND LORD.   AMEN. 
 

**COMMISSIONING OF DEACONS** 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Church Office Hours 
Monday – Thursday, 9am – 5pm; 

    Friday - office closed 
 

Communion Pick-up in the West Lobby 
(for those continuing to attend virtual worship) 

Monday – Thursday, 10am – 4pm  

 
• FALL ‘21 YOUTH PROGRAM REGISTRATION OPEN NOW! | Register now for all 

2021 FJLC Youth Programming (Launch, Compass, Fuel) on the Faith✟Journey 
Website www.growinfaith.org   
 

• FALL KICK-OFF SEPT 12TH !  Youth Programming Begins 

AND Regular Worship Schedule Resumes 
    REGULAR WORSHIP SCHEDULE  
 (Labor Day – Memorial Weekend) 

Sundays:  9:00am, Traditional; 11:00am, Contemporary;  
Wednesdays:  6:30pm, Cross-Generational 
 

All Services of Worship 
are live streamed to our 
Website, Facebook, 
YouTube and BoxcastTV. 
Watch Sunday 9:00am 
service on Cable Access 
Ch. 57 (Sparklight) or Ch. 
12 (Midco ) 
. 

Regular Worship Schedule 
(Labor Day – Memorial Weekend) 

 

 Wednesdays - 6:30pm Contemporary  
 Sundays – 9:00am Traditional 

   11:00am Contemporary 

http://www.growinfaith.org/


 

 FOOD DRIVE FOR LOCAL SCHOOL PANTRIES SEPT 12TH–30TH| 

The Community Impact Team is having a food drive for our 
local school pantries! Here is a list of non-perishable 
donation options: 

Hearty soups, crackers (all kinds), soft shell tacos, taco seasoning 
▪ peanut butter, Ramen, SPAM  
▪ juice, canned fruit, fruit snacks, pudding and Jell-O (individual containers)  
▪ meat sticks, jerky, hot, nuts or trail mix (individual packets) 
▪ instant mashed potatoes, rice/Knorr rice packets, LaChoy Chow Mein, chow mein 

noodles,  
▪ complete pancake mix, granola bars, cereal, breakfast bars, syrup, chocolate packets 

(individual)  

Please bring your items to church and we will have paper grocery bags out to put 
them in!  Thank you so much for helping our local schools!  
 

• TOWN HALL MEETINGS SCHEDULED | We will be gathering to discuss 

our church name and would like your input! Please join us for one of 
the planned town-hall type meetings:  
❖ Sunday, Sept 12, @10am or Wednesday, Sept 15, @5:30pm OR 
❖ Sunday, Sept 19, @Noon or Wednesday, September 22, @5:30pm 

 

• GRIEFSHARE RESUMES! | (Beginning Sept. 14th) Tuesday 
Evenings, 6:30pm - 8pm, in the Fireside Library.  For more 
information or to join the group, please call Bonnie @701-318-
0949 
 

 

 

• ROAD TO GROWTH | Creating Understanding and Connections 

in a Diverse Community.  Presentations & Conversations, 
Thursdays from 6:30pm to 8:30pm, (beginning September 30, 
2021) 
 

• LABOR DAY | Church Office will be closed Monday, Sept. 6th, in observance 

of Labor Day! 
 

•  CARE & SHARE OFFERING | September collections will be going to Furniture 

Mission of RRV, a faith-based organization that accepts gently-used furniture 
donations and re-gifts the furniture to people coming out of crisis.    
     Thank you so much for your gifts! 
 



• HELP THE KIDS IN TANZANIA! |Drop your Noisy Offering in the metal containers 

at church, or through PushPay, or mark “Other – noisy offering” on your offering 
envelope. 
 

• COVID UPDATE | Masks are strongly encouraged regardless of vaccination 

status.  We will continue passing the offering plate; and offering communion service 
with a “pouring chalice” and wafers (individual self-serve communion will continue 
to be offered for those who still prefer that option).  We plan to resume serving 
coffee and refreshments, in the lobby at a later date.  If you have any questions, 
comments, or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out to us, or see the “Covid-
19 News Hub” on our website! 
 

• EAGLE SCOUT CEREMONY | From Pastor Rich and Maren:  Everyone is welcomed 

to Josh’s Eagle Scout ceremony, Friday, September 10, at 6:30 p.m. at Faith 
Lutheran Church. Family request masks be worn.  In addition, you are welcomed to 
join the livestream of Peggy Swensen’s (Maren’s mom) memorial service Saturday, 
September 11, at 10 a.m. The livestream is found on Peggy’s obituary at 
www.boulgerfuneralhome.com  Thank you, to all who have sent cards and 
memorials!!  
 

• THE CHOIR IS BACK!! | We are back and we have a new choir director, 

Seth Keene!  Rehearsals are Tuesdays at 7pm in the Worship Center and 
began Aug. 17th.  All are welcome, young and old...no age limits! Please 
join us!! 
 

• CHECK OUT THE ALL-NEW FJ✟LC “LIFE ANONYMOUS” PODCAST| Includes weekly 

meditations on life, discipleship and life.  We will also be posting audio versions of 

FJ✟LC pastors’ Sermons.  Available on the Website and the Apple© Podcast 
Library Search “Life anonymous @FJLC”  

MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES: 
The Sacraments Ministry Team is looking for new members!  We 
set up the Wine and Bread for Communion distribution.  For more 
information or to sign up, please call the church office TODAY! 
 

The Worship Ministry Team is seeking Lay Assisting Ministers (LAM), 
members and friends of FJLC who would enjoy assisting in worship 
leadership.  Serve at the worship service of your choice; training is 
provided.  See Pastor Mike, Pastor Rich, or Jane Whaley for more 
information. 

http://www.boulgerfuneralhome.com/


The Property Ministry Team is looking for new members to advise, organize 
volunteers, and coordinate projects. Do you have expertise in:  Plumbing, 
Construction, Heating & AC, Electrical, or Landscaping? 
If you want to be on this team, please call the church office to sign up! 
 

The Caring Ministry Team is rebuilding the “God Squad”!  Do you 
like to cook?  Do you like to bring hope and joy into the lives of 
others? Do you like to deliver love in times of need?  The God 
Squad is the place for you!  You can either cook meals, deliver 
them or do both both!  Contact Judy Froemke if you can help out! 
 

• MEMORY CAFÉ OF THE RED RIVER VALLEY | 2021 Program Schedule:    

1st & 3rd Wednesdays at Bethel Church, 2702 30th Ave S. Fargo. 1-2:30 pm.  
2nd Wednesdays at the Hejmkomst Center, Moorhead 1-2:30pm 
September 1 – NO MEMORY CAFÉ 
Caregivers Café meets on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month at noon at 

the Fryin' Pan Family Restaurant, 300 Main Ave, Fargo 
(For information call 701-404-6712, or visit Facebook page, Memory Café, or website 
https://memorycafeofrrv.com/schedule/. )  
 

• GREETING CARDS AVAILABLE! | Recycled greeting are cards may be purchased 

@$.50 per card!  This is sponsored by FJLC Women of Faith.  For information, 
requests for specific type of card(s), or to make a cash donation, please contact 
Marcia at 701-282-0151 
 

•  MEN’S BIBLE STUDY | Wednesday mornings at 6:00am.  Contact Jeff Watne, 

jlwatne@live.com for more information 
 

• GIFTS AND TITHES | THANK YOU for your continued support – here are the avenues 

through which you can financially support FJLC:  
 

1. Online | https://growinfaith.org/giving => click on GIVE NOW and follow 
the online instructions 

2. On Your Phone| Text “FJLCgive” to 77977 click on the link provided and 
follow the instructions 

3. Use the SQUARE | A system in our narthex for credit or debit card gifts 
transaction 

4. By Mail | Send your gift to the church business office 127 2nd Ave East, 
West Fargo, ND 58078, Attn: Carly 

https://memorycafeofrrv.com/schedule/
mailto:jlwatne@live.com
https://growinfaith.org/giving


5. In Person | Drop off your offering at the church office Monday –
Thursday, 10am to 1pm OR…use the outside mailbox to leave your gift. 

 

NOTE:  Help the kids in Tanzania! You can now donate to Noisy Offering through 
PushPay, or you can mark “Other – noisy offering” on your offering envelope. 
 

Thank You for your Generous Support!! 

 
Blessing for your journey of Faith 

 

Leader | People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering 

world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever.  

  ALL | AMEN 

 
Sending 

 

Sending Song  #722 O CHRIST, YOUR HEART, COMPASSIONATE  Text: Herman G. 

Stuempfle Jr., b. 1923 
Text © 2000 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358; Used 
with permission under ONE LICENSE A-707426 
 

O Christ, your heart, compassionate, bore ev'ry human pain. 
Its beating was the pulse of God; its breadth, God's vast domain. 
The heart of God, the heart of Christ combined in perfect rhyme 
to write God's love in human deeds, eternity in time. 
 

As once you welcomed those cast down and healed the sick, the blind, 
so may all bruised and broken lives through us your help still find. 
Lord, join our hearts with those who weep that none may weep alone, 
and help us bear another's pain as though it were our own. 
 

O Christ, create new hearts in us that beat in time with yours, 
that, joined by faith with your great heart, become love's open doors. 
We are your body, risen Christ; our hearts, our hands we yield 
that through our life and ministry your love may be revealed. 
 

O Love that made the distant stars, yet marks the sparrow's fall, 
whose arms stretched wide upon a cross embrace and bear us all: 
come, make your church a servant church that walks your servant ways, 
whose deeds of love rise up to you, a sacrifice of praise! 
 
 
 

 



Leader |  Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you. 
 
 
 

Wash your hands, keep your distance and love your neighbor!  Remember – we 
love you, we are praying for you and we look forward to seeing you again real 

soon…. 

 

 

 

 

 

ALL|  THANKS BE TO GOD! 

 
 

OUR NEXT WORSHIP WILL BE IN-PERSON & LIVE STREAMED 
 TODAY, SEPTEMBER 5, @10:30AM OUTDOORS (WEATHER PERMITTING), 

AND 
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, @6:30PM  

 

 
 

Upcoming Commemorations 
 

Peter Claver, priest, missionary to Colombia, died 1654 
Thursday, September 9, 2021 
Born into Spanish nobility, Claver became a Jesuit missionary, and served in present-day 

Colombia. His ministry was focused on the slaves that arrived there. He gave them food and 
medicine, learned their dialects, and taught them Christianity. 

 


