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THOUGHTS OF JOY

DECEMBER 2016

As we approach Christmas, we have many exciting opportunities at Christ Church by
the Sea to grow in our spiritual walk as we wait for the birth of the Christ Child.
December is filled with fellowship activities, reflection opportunities, and service
events. Though you may have many things planned, parties, wrapping packages, and
writing cards, don’t forget that “Jesus is the reason for the season,” and we mark the
occasion to help you center yourself in Christ.
I’ve often rolled my eyes over that trite saying, “Jesus is the reason for the season,” but if
you think about it, the only reason that Christmas exists is to celebrate the birth of
Jesus; the birth of love, hope, and peace in our world. Only those who follow Jesus
understand that the frantic consumerism of December is not connected to the birth
of Christ.
So, what do we do? How do we share with others the joy we feel as we wait for His
birth? How do we encourage our friends to let go of their frenzy in favor of peace?
One of my favorite poets is Ann Weems. She wrote a lovely book of poems entitled
“Kneeling in Bethlehem”, which describes many of the spiritual feelings we experience
throughout both Advent and Christmas. I believe that her poem, “Toward the Light”,
answers the question I posed above…

Toward the Light
Too often our answer to the darkness
is not running toward Bethlehem
but running away.
We ought to know by now that we can’t see
where we’re going in the dark.
Running away is rampant…
separation is stylish:
separation from mates, from friends, from
self.
Run and tranquilize,
don’t talk about it,
avoid.
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Run away and join the army
of those who have already run
away.
When are we going to learn that
Christmas Peace
comes only when we turn and
face the darkness?
Only then will we be able to see
the Light of the World.
May your Advent and Christmas be filled with the light of Christ.
Blessings,
Pastor Joy
Ann Weems, “Kneeling in Bethlehem”, (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 1987,) p. 21.

*

POINSETTIAS ARE BACK
Please purchase a poinsettia in honor or in
memory of a loved one. Special envelopes are
in each pew for ordering. The flowers are $15
per plant and may be taken home on
Christmas Sunday.
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ADVENT WATCH
IS COMING
WATCH AND WAIT AT CHRIST CHURCH
THIS CHRISTMAS
Advent is a time of waiting and watching for the coming of the Christ Child.
This year Christ Church will experience what it means to wait and watch as we
walk in the footsteps of Mary. Beginning Tuesday, December 6th, the sanctuary
of Christ Church will offer four watch stations for your encounter.
The stations are designed to fill you with the meaning of four components
found in the Annunciation. The Annunciation is the time that the angel, Gabriel,
came to Mary to tell her that she would be the mother of Jesus, (Luke 1:26-38.)
The four stations of our Advent Watch will examine angels, what it means to
ponder, what is obedience to God, and the young woman named Mary.
Each station will provide you with a meditation and visual supports, and will
send you home with a reminder of your experience. The stations are selfguiding, though Pastor Joy will be present to assist you. All four will be located
throughout the sanctuary. You may complete all of the stations at one time or
come back as often as you wish.
The church will be open Tuesdays-December 6th, 13th, & 20th from 10:30am12:00pm and again from 7:00pm-8:30pm. Call Pastor Joy at 949-673-3805, if you
have questions.
We look forward to bringing new meaning to your Advent Watch.
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FAMILY PROMISE
CHANGES
HELP US MAKE ROOM FOR OTHERS
THIS CHRISTMAS

Family Promise of Orange County will once again join us at Christ Church from
December 25th through January 1st. We will host several homeless families that
participate in Family Promise during that time. Redemption Church, which has
partnered with us during the past year, will not participate in this hosting, so we
need extra help during this week. Fortunately, the folks from Our Lady of Mount
Carmel will provide four days of meals for us.
Karen Mascitelli is again coordinating the week along with Nancy Remley who
manages the set up. Because it is Christmas, we plan to provide small gifts and
invite the families to worship with us on Christmas day. Of course, there will be
a dinner of turkey and all the trappings for the families later in the day.
It is with sadness that we announce that this will be the final time we
participate with Family Promise. The outreach team that has guided this
ministry for Christ Church has determined that without Redemption Church as
a partner we can no longer provide the number of volunteers necessary to
sustain it. We also believe there are a number of new outreach opportunities
that are calling on us to be involved in our community.

FAMILY PROMISE...

We have all enjoyed the relationships with the families that have been formed
over the years. Note that Christ Church is one of the original churches to host
Family Promise in Orange County. We have hosted families for a total of 20
weeks during the past five years. God has been good to us.
Since this is our last time, let’s make it a special one by having each person in
the congregation find a way to give something to this week. It may be some
food, your time for one evening or an overnight stay, or a Christmas gift. Gift
cards are a wonderful gift as the families only have small storage areas for
possessions. Or, designate a few dollars to Family Promise and we’ll do the
shopping for you! Whatever you believe you can give, let’s do it.
Please contact Karen Mascitelli at 949-673-3805 or 949-533-9882 (cell) and let
her know how you will serve on this final hosting of Family Promise.

HERITAGE WALL
YOU CAN HELP US HONOR OUR
HISTORY

If you have a piece of history from Christ Church that you think
belongs in a permanent display about our heritage please contact
Andrew Ponder Williams.
andrew@christbytheseanb.org
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Saturday, December 3
9:30am: Relaxation Workshop, Sanctuary
Sunday, December 4
All Church Christmas Potluck after Worship
Tuesday, December 6
8:30am: Women's Breakfast at Malarky's
10:30am and 7pm: Advent Watch, Sanctuary
Sunday, December 11
Ad Council Meeting after Worship
Monday, December 12
1:00pm: Christmas Caroling to Our Seniors
Tuesday, December 13
10:30am and 7pm: Advent Watch, Sanctuary
Sunday, December 18
10:00: Christmas Youth Performance in Goodell Hall
4:00pm: Longest Night Worship at Newport Center
*Share Our Selves food collection ends

December Birthdays
Bill Harader
Gregg Swirck
Bill Thibault
Karyl Reed
Paul Undlin
Evie Huebner
Susi Johnson
Pam Gray

Tuesday, December 20
10:30am and 7pm: Advent Watch, Sanctuary
Saturday, December 24
7:30pm: Christmas Eve Worship
Sunday December 25
10:00am: Christmas Day Worship
*Family Promise Hosting Begins
(Dec 25-Jan 1)

See's Candies for sale Sunday
mornings while supplies last.
Thank you to our UMW for
offering these tasty treats!

1400 W Balboa Blvd
Newport Beach, CA

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP
DECEMBER 24TH AT 7:30PM

