sea breeze

March 2017

PAGE 2

THOUGHTS OF JOY

DECEMBER 2016

As I started to write my article for this month, I reflected on who the real Patrick of
Ireland was and why he had been canonized by the church. As most of us have been
told, his great feat was to drive the snakes out of Ireland. However, I knew that story
wasn’t true. So I did some research about this saint, and this is what I found.
Patrick was born around 385 in Britain to Christian parents. At the age of 14, Irish
pirates kidnapped him. In Ireland, he was sold as a slave to tend sheep. During his
quiet days in the pastures of Ireland, Patrick started to think about God. He believed
his sufferings were a punishment for his careless life; so he repented and turned to
God with all his heart. After six years Patrick escaped. He then spent the next 20 years
as a priest on the continent. Finally, he felt himself called by God to return to Ireland
to proselytize to the people.
The first bishop to Ireland, Palladius arrived in 431, founded three churches, and left
after six months because the natives threw stones at him. He didn't speak the Irish
language, didn't like to travel, and wasn't very fond of the Irish people either. Then,
Patrick arrived as the second bishop in 433. Because Patrick knew the language and
the culture, he succeeded. Quickly he found converts to the faith. It was his success in
converting people that led to the legend of the snakes. There were never any snakes
in Ireland because the weather is too cool and damp for them. However, the early
druids were called "serpents" for their occult knowledge, and Patrick broke their power
over the people. Thus, the legend of driving out the snakes was born.
Patrick was a smart fellow. He used many of the existing beliefs and superstitions of
the people to persuade the Irish to convert to Christianity. For example, Celtic crosses
are, in fact, much older than Christianity. They are equal-armed crosses, backed by a
circle. The cross symbolized the four quarters of the earth or the four elements (earth,
air, fire, and water). The circle was a symbol of eternity and the path of the sun in the
sky. When he introduced Christianity, Patrick used the existing cross as a Christian
symbol. Eventually, it became common to see the equal-armed cross atop a
matching pedestal, which gave it a more elongated form. Another Irish symbol, the
shamrock, can also be traced back to Patrick. He used the shamrock to explain the
Trinity, and it has been associated with him and the Irish since. Patrick is believed to
have lived to the age of 70, which in that time was rather remarkable. This is the story
of St. Patrick, whose feast day is observed by the Roman Catholic Church on March
17th. May you too, find ways to express your faith to friends and neighbors in an
equally engaging manner.
Peace & Grace, Pastor Joy

LENTEN EVENTS
ASH WEDNESDAY AND LENTEN STUDY
This Wednesday, March 1st, is Ash Wednesday and the beginning of Lent. Everyone is
invited to receive the imposition of ashes from 7:00am to 12:00pm in the Sanctuary.
Pastor Joy will be present to paint your forehead with the sign of the cross and send
you into Lent with a blessing.
Join us on Tuesdays in Lent for a book study entitled, “Creed”. The study, authored by
Adam Hamilton, reflects upon the meaning of the Apostle’s Creed. The creeds were
the earliest doctrines and attempts at understanding our faith as followers of Jesus
Christ. Come and learn about the basics of Christianity. Classes begin March 7th
running through April 11th. There will be a class at 10:30am in the Sanctuary or you may
attend the 7:00pm in the Library. Books are now available at $15 each. See Pastor Joy
to purchase your copy.

UMW NEWS
MOVIE DAY---MARCH 8th AT 10am
Karen Mascitelli has graciously offered her home for us to view the movie "Jackie"
staring Natalie Portman. It is about the few days following the assination of JFK. A
salad lunch will also be served. Please RSVP so we can accommodate everyone.
DISTRICT STUDY
On Saturday, March 11th the district is offering a study called The Bible and Human
Sexuality. It is at the Orange UMC with registration at 9am and lasting through lunch.
The cost of $12 is to be in by March 7th. Please let me know if you would like to join a
group going from our church.
Hope to see you in March!
Carol Harader

Leadership Team Minutes
Minutes of the Leadership Team Meeting, February 25, 2017
*The meeting was called to order by Mari May, after a breakfast provided by Cathy and Nancy. Minutes of the
January 2017 meeting were approved. (Minutes are always published in the subsequent Sea Breeze.) Present:
Pastor Joy, Mari, Lynne, Susanne, Karen, Nancy, Ray, Susan, Cathy, Kay. There were no guests.
*Devotions were presented by Pastor Joy on the subject of Shrove Tuesday, the day before Ash Wednesday.
*We still have no chairperson of the Trustees Committee. Two individuals have been asked and are considering. It
was suggested that we consider having co-chairpersons.
*The Vision Plan roll-out meeting will be held after Worship Service on 2/26. Pastor Joy will explain it to interested
members, and request input.
*On Ash Wednesday, Pastor Joy will be in the sanctuary from 7:00 a.m. to noon to impose ashes on those who
choose to come during those hours. There will be no Maundy Thursday service. There will be a Good Friday service
at 7:00 p.m. with the choir singing.
*Easter Sunrise Service - Set-up will be on Saturday morning, 9:00 a.m., and again at 5:00 a.m. on Easter Sunday.
Volunteers are needed. Chuck will chair the set-up. And Lori is getting the city permit for the event. Nancy will chair
the hospitality committee , making a food list and using paper products. Clean-up chair and volunteers are needed.
Pastor Joy will chair the Worship Service. Newport Center UMC and First UMC are invited to join us for this event.
Pastor Joy will check with Newport Center about their printing the bulletins for the Sunrise Service. She will ask
First Church if they will pay for the newspaper advertisements.
*It was noted that we have sixty days per calendar year to display banners in front of the church. This is not enough
to cover both the church's needs and those of the Children's Center. Thus, Cathy will visit with a friend who is an
elected city official to ask if those could be considered two separate entities, resulting in sixty days for each. The
Easter Banner will go up a week before Easter, and we will note the times of our services on the marquee.
*The Work Day held after church was deemed a success, and we will do it again. In particular, Nancy attended to
the closets which needed cleaning. Other volunteers worked on the landscaping, on the electrical needs, and in the
sanctuary.
*The whole leadership team took a field trip to the southwest corner of the church property on the Boulevard to
discuss how to tidy up that corner. The gardener will be approached for his opinion, and will asked to complete the
job.
*Electrical/Lighting - a group of men are working on fixtures, timers, light bulbs, etc. to give the church more
presence from the street, and to better illuminate the Children's Center courtyard and stairs.
*The organ is not working properly, and will require $10K to replace parts. The sound/video systems are also in need
of updating.
*The complete financial report is available in the office. Briefly, we finished January in the red by $5K. The yearly
pledge campaign will occur in a few months.
*Susan completed the "Safe Gathering " certification. One staff member’s evaluation is due in April.
*Missions report - Karen and Pastor Joy will meet to discuss which projects are feasible for our church. There was a
brief discussion about what to do with our Family Promise supplies.
*Outreach - Project Gratitude completed its first step, by writing letters of appreciation to all the teachers and staff
at Newport El. Next month, letters will be sent to the local firefighters. Pancake breakfasts in the front parking lot
will resume the four Saturdays after Easter, April 22, 29, May 6 and 13.
*Justice - The Holy Listening Project continues with the next meeting scheduled for Saturday, March 18, at our
church. Members from St. Mark UMC will visit us, and all are welcome to attend.
*Children's Center - December finances finished in the black, though there was a loss of $20K for the year 2016.
There are 30 preschool children and 25 after-school children enrolled. Soccer and Karate are being offered as
enrichment activities. The 2017 budget has been completed. Lori, the church secretary, is now the back-up
bookkeeper. The new shade canopy for the playground will be installed this week, and will be financed by a
GoFundMe account. The touch pad entry system is broken and will be fixed within the next few weeks. This and
the canopy project will cost $7K.
*The next meeting of the Leadership Team will be March 25. Susan and Lynne will provide breakfast.
Submitted by Kay Brown, Scribe
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FEATURE

Wednesday, March 1
7:30am-Noon: Ashes in the Sanctuary
Sunday, March 5
10:00am: Worship, Sanctuary
Sermon title: Lent is a gift for us
Scripture: Matthew 4:1-11
Rev. Luan Vu-Tran, Guest Preacher
Tuesday, March 7
10:30am and 7:00pm: Creed Lenten Study
Wednesday, March 8
10:00am: UMW Movie Day, Mascitelli Residence
Saturday, March 11
9:00am: UMW Event, First UMC of Orange
Sunday, March 12
10:00am: Worship, Sanctuary
Remember to set your clocks ahead one hour
Tuesday, March 14
10:30am and 7:00pm: Creed Lenten Study
Saturday, March 18
11:00am: Holy Listening at Christ Church
Christ Church is hosting our next session of Holy
Listening with our new friends from St. Mark's UMC in
South LA-Help Us Make Them Feel Welcome!
Sunday, March 19
10:00am: Worship, Sanctuary
Tuesday, March 21
10:00am and 7:00pm: Creed Lenten Study
6:30pm: Children's Center Advisory Board
Saturday, March 25
8:30am: Church Leadership Breakfast and Meeting
Sunday, March 26
10:00am: Worship, Sanctuary
Tuesday, March 28
10:30am and 7:00pm: Creed Lenten Study

INTERVIEW

March Birthdays
Jim Powers
Nancy Remley
Cathy Saari
Jo Ann May-Sims
Marjorie Powers
Tom Riker
Josh and Hannah Jenkins
Mark Jenkins
Jennie Brannick
Jean Swisher
Kristi Genoway-Phillips
Sara Lunsford

Wednesday,
March 1
7:30am-Noon:
Ash Wednesday
Ashes in the
Sanctuary

1400 W Balboa Blvd
Newport Beach, CA 92661

WORSHIP SUNDAYS AT 10AM

