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THOUGHTS OF JOY

DECEMBER 2016

And it shall come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my spirit upon all flesh; and
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old men shall dream dreams, your
young men and women shall see visions.” ~ Joel 2:28
“

Where there is no vision, the people perish.” ~ Proverbs 29:18

“

Vision (noun), as defined by Merriam-Webster,“the ability to see: sight or eyesight;
something that you imagine: a picture that you see in your mind; something that you
see or dream especially as part of a religious or supernatural experience.” In Biblical
times God sent visions to people as prophesies. Many of the visions are recorded and
have yet to be fulfilled but sometimes we read of visions that were fulfilled into real life
events, such as the vision that Joseph had when the angel appeared to him to
announce Mary’s pregnancy and the vision that Paul had of the man that told him
they needed help in Macedonia. Vision is essential for strategic plans in all aspects of
life.
In our Christian belief, a vision is an understanding of what God has in store for you, if
you choose to accept it. We don’t have to follow God’s visions for us, but we most
often find good and amazing things happening when we do. I believe that God has a
clear and exciting vision for the future of Christ Church by the Sea.
By the end of next week, you will receive a copy of the new Vision Plan for Christ
Church. I started the process of understanding this vision when I first joined you
eighteen months ago. I prayed and listened and prayed some more. Then I began a
time of discerning God’s will for our church and the Newport Beach peninsula.
Then, just when I found myself stuck, Andrew Ponder Williams joined us and the two
of us began dreaming together. Next, Andrew and I were drawn to a wonderful book
entitled, “Weird Church” by Paul Nixon and Beth Ann Estock. The book shared many
of the new and interesting ideas of what the 21st Century Church looks like. And, yes,
some of those churches look weird!
Andrew took our dreams and the new knowledge we had gained and turned all of it
into a written plan. In September he and I rolled out the first draft to a small group of
fellow Christ Church dreamers. That group then gave its input into the plan through
prayer, thought, and more prayer. A second draft was created and it again went back
to the Christ Church dreamers for more reflection.

THOUGHTS OF JOY,
CONTINUED

This past weekend the Vision Plan went to our new Leadership Team, where everyone
present was able to review it. More new thoughts and ideas were tossed around and
added. Finally, we are ready to share this vision for the future of Christ Church with all
of you.
The Vision Plan will be mailed to all members and constituents of Christ Church on
February 8th, so look for it in your mailbox. We will then host several opportunities for
each of you to learn more about it. First, there will be two weeks of study on the book,
“Weird Church” one on Tuesday, February 14th and again on Tuesday, February 28th,
both classes will be at 7:00pm in the Bell Library.
An All-Church meeting to address questions about the Vision Plan is scheduled for
Sunday, February 26th after worship. We welcome everyone to come with questions,
thoughts, and ideas. We will convene in Goodell Hall.
When you receive the Vision Plan, you’ll see that several things have already been
implemented, (like Pancake Breakfasts), others are just starting and a few plans will
start in the future. All things will happen in God’s time as this is clearly God’s plan.
I am excited! God is always good and will lead us into a new place with rebirth and
the opportunity to serve God and the people of the Newport Beach peninsula. The
question now is, “Will you become a part of this grand, new plan?”
Blessings,
Pastor Joy

UMW NEWS
Come join us for a time of fellowship, devotions, sharing stories and sharing our love for
others. Please bring your wedding album or photo and a story to share about your
special day. We will be in Goodell Hall at 10 in the morning on Wednesday, February 8.

HERITAGE WALL
We are working to collect all kinds of pieces of our history in the hope that we will have
enough for a rotating display in the back of our Sanctuary. Please contact Andrew if
you have documents or photos that can help tell our church's story as we look forward
to our future together (andrew@christbytheseanb.org).

PROJECT GRATITUDE
THE UNVEILING
We have been alluding to something new called Project Gratitude for about a month
now. Project Gratitude is a new ministry that fits right into our Vision Plan to build
community on the Newport Beach peninsula. The ministry reaches out to our
neighbors in the community who serve the local residents and simply says “Thank You!”
to them.
We are looking for people to begin writing personal thank you notes to the teachers,
aides, and administrators at Newport Elementary. We’ll then send notes to the
lifeguards, police and fire services, and the parks department in Newport Beach. We
want to acknowledge the hard work people contribute to our community.
Are you interested in helping us? If yes, our first note-writing event will be held on
Wednesday, February 15th at 1:30pm in the Sanctuary. There will be tables, note cards,
and ideas for what to write. Please bring your favorite pen and your heartfelt gratitude
and we’ll share a fun and inspiring afternoon together.
If you can’t join us but would like to help, we’ll provide materials for you to take home
on Sunday, February 19th and you can write to your heart’s content. Pastor Joy is happy
to answer any questions that you might have, just give her a call.

FASHION SHOW
Saturday, February 18 at 11:00am
Cystic Fibrosis Fundraiser Fashion Show and Lunch at the American Legion
Tickets $25
Call Helen Riker at 949-548-3561 for tickets

LEADERSHIP TEAM HITS THE
GROUND RUNNING
The new Leadership Team has already met in January and is already functioning well.
We met on Saturday, January 28th for team building, prayer, and to take on the
administration of the church.
This is a new way of leading the church. Rather than several separate committees the
Leadership Team takes on the roles of all the groups. In other words, the single team
manages SPRC, Trustees, and Finance, and all other administrative responsibilities for
the church.
To make certain that the congregation is fully apprised of the work of the Leadership
Team, the monthly minutes will be published in each Sea Breeze. You’ll find the
January minutes located on the next page in this edition.
If you have questions about any issues you may call Pastor Joy or any other member of
the team, which includes: Mari May, Susan Theron, Cathy Saari, Ray Kjar, Nancy Remley,
Susanne Caminiti, Karen Mascitelli, and Lynne Lightner. We are still looking for two
additional people to serve on the Team. If you are interested, please contact Pastor Joy.
Okay... Now What?
So, we changed the leadership structure at Christ Church, but what about all the dayto-day work that each committee did? How is that going to get done now? Good
question! The current Leadership Team is not physically able to do all of the work that
so many previous volunteers have done. That means that we need Ad Hoc committees
to work on specific projects around the church.
The term Ad Hoc is defined as: “for the particular end or case at hand without
consideration of wider application”. We need a few committees that will work on
specific projects that are short term. For example, we need an Ad Hoc committee to
produce the Easter Sunrise service, and one to decorate the church for Christmas.
Finally, we need a committee that is willing to plan and lead three to four workdays
per year, and, of course we need a committee to oversee the summer parking program.
Do you think you might have the gifts to be a part of one of these committees that will
work hard for a short period of time? If you do, the Leadership Team would love to hear
from you, give one of them a call and let them know where you believe God is calling
you to assist.

Leadership Team Minutes

Minutes of the Leadership Team Meeting, January 28, 2017
Attendance: Pastor Joy Price, Ray Kjar, Nancy Remley, Susanne Caminiti, Cathy Saari, Susan Theron, Mari May, Lynne
Lightner, Kay Brown (Scribe)
Absent: Karen Mascitelli
PASTOR'S MESSAGE/REPORT
*We discussed responsibilities of the Leadership Team and its structure. The plan is to lead "by consensus". Two
positions on the Team are not currently filled: Trustees and Member-at-large.
*The Nomination Committee is purposed to formally bring forward names for the Leadership Team. Current
members are Mari, Carol, Karen, Jaci and Pastor Joy. Additional members, who serve three-year terms, are needed.
The Committee meets 1-2 times a year. Names were suggested for the position of Trustee chair, and Pastor Joy will
follow up.
*The Vision Plan, as conceived by Andrew and Pastor Joy, was presented. It defines our Mission Field (the
Peninsula) and lists many creative ideas for new ministries. Workshops are planned for February.
*Christian Education for adults will continue with two studies, one before and one after Easter. The youth
program will continue with Sara. Susan and Jaci will devise a new Sunday School program for the children.
*The Golf Tournament has reached the end of its run after 20+ years and will be no more, due to a paucity of
golfers in the congregation. We are considering activities that can replace the Golf Tournament and Family Promise.
(See Outreach, below)
NUTS AND BOLTS - REPORTS AND ISSUES
*Chuck listed the projects completed by the Trustees in 2016: air-conditioner repaired, heating unit in Goodell
Hall fixed, dishwasher fixed, drought-resistance plants in place, light switches fixed, new gardener and new
exterminator hired, new landscaping (edging), and five new low-flush toilets installed. $4000.00 is left for further
major projects.
*The 2017 Operating Budget report was handed out and explained by Ray. (The 2017 budget is on file in the
office.) We ended the year in the black by $7000.00. We have budgeted to pay 100% of our apportionments this
year. The Capital Campaign is still collecting money. The Stewardship Campaign will take place in May. The Audit,
required by Annual Conference, was done for 2015.
*Staff Parish Relations noted that Cal-Pac Annual Conference requires background checks and specific training
for those church members who will be dealing with children ages seventeen and under. This is an online training
called "Safe Gatherings", and is good for three years.
*We have three paid staff members who have regular evaluations and reviews. Vince is an independent
contractor.
*The Missions/Outreach report was submitted by Karen and Pastor Joy. It outlines three main areas of
concentration: Mission, Outreach, and Justice. Some of the ideas of where/how to serve include: Share Ourselves,
Lighthouse Church food services, OC Rescue Mission, Adopt a Family, etc.
*The Children's Center report noted that there are 30 pre-school and 26 school-aged children enrolled. A new
bookkeeping program is in place, and the 2017 budget is in process. Besides dance and soccer, karate is now
available. The recent windstorm blew down one of the shade canopies, which must be replaced.
AD HOC COMMITTEES
*It was noted that there is a need for ad hoc committees during the church year, specifically for the Easter Sunrise
Service, Work Days, Christmas Decorating, Beach Parking, and other special events. Volunteers are needed for each
of the events listed above, and a calendar was requested so the Leadership Team could see the over-all
requirements and schedule. It was suggested that we try a Work Day after church on Sunday, which would include
a light lunch.
OTHER BUSINESS
Nancy mentioned that the outside furnace closet needs to be cleaned out at once, due to Fire Department
regulations. She will buy a storage shed to store our gardening supplies. The gardener will be asked to deal with the
downed-tree on the property, a victim of the recent windstorm.
The next meeting will be on Saturday, February 25.
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FEATURE

Sunday, February 5
10:00am: Worship, Sanctuary
Isaiah 58:1-9a and Matthew 5:13-20
Tuesday, February 7
10:30am: Holy Listening Refresher, Sanctuary
7:00pm: Holy Listening Refresher, Sanctuary
Wednesday, February 8
10:00am: UMW, Goodell Hall
Saturday, February 11
9:45am: Holy Listening departs from Church
Sunday, February 12
10:00am: Worship, Sanctuary
11:30am: Church Work Day
Esther 4:10-14 and Jonah 4:4-11
Tuesday, February 14
7:00pm: Weird Church Book Study, Bell Library
Wednesday, February 15
1:30pm: Project Gratitude, Sanctuary

INTERVIEW

February Birthdays
Mary Joan Morris
Sandi Kjar
Heidi Undlin
Logan Jenkins
Karen Mascitelli
Ray Kjar
Helen Riker
Jack Christenson
Sam Christenson

Sunday, February 19
10:00am: Worship, Sanctuary
Job 38:1-7, 16-21 and Mark 8:31-36
Monday, February 20
Church Office Closed for President's Day
Tuesday, February 21
6:30pm: Children's Center Advisory Board
Friday-Saturday, February 24-25
MOC Beach Retreat
Saturday, February 25
8:30am: Church Leadership Breakfast and Meeting
Sunday, February 26
10:00am: Worship, Sanctuary
11:15am: Vision Plan Town Hall, Sanctuary
II Peter 1:16-21 and Matthew 17:1-9
Tuesday, February 28
8:30am: Women's Breakfast at Malarky's
7:00pm: Weird Church Book Study, Bell Library

Wednesday,
March 1
7:30am-Noon:
Ash Wednesday
Ashes in the
Sanctuary

1400 W Balboa Blvd
Newport Beach, CA 92661

WORSHIP SUNDAYS AT 10AM

