sea breeze

December 2017

An Invitation to Experience
Christmas by the Sea
Watching and waiting… I can’t think of two things that are harder for a kid to do this time of
year. Watching for signs of Santa Claus, waiting for the day when all of those wonderful gifts
under the tree will be opened. Watching for Grandma & Grandpa to pull up for their holiday
visit, waiting for someone to put out the Christmas cookies. Yes, it is difficult.
This time of year we are all kids, and as Christians, we are asked to watch and wait for the
greatest gift ever given, Jesus Christ, or Lord and Savior. And, it is hard! We want so much to
once again embrace the baby in the manger. We look forward to angels singing, "Glory to God
in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” We anticipate the
excitement of Mary and Joseph, and the shepherds.
But before the child is born, we must prepare ourselves, we must ready our hearts, we must
look for the signs. During these weeks of Advent, as we watch and wait for God’s gift, join us
for worship, service activities, fellowship, and even yoga. All of these will help us prepare for
the birth of Emmanuel, “God with us!”

Worship in December
December 3

December 24

December 10

December 24 Christmas Eve Worship at 7:30pm

Sermon: “Stay Awake”
Lesson: Isaiah 64:1-9 and Mark 13:24-37
Sermon: “The Price Is Right”
Lesson: Isaiah 40:1-11
Lesson: Mark 1:1-8
December 17

Sermon: “He’s Around Here, Somewhere”
Lesson: Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
and John 1:6-8, 19-28

Sermon: “How Can This Be?”
Lesson: Genesis 18:1-5, 9-15 and Luke 1:26-38
Traditional Lessons and Carols with Candlelight
December 31

Sermon: “Old and New”
Lesson: Isaiah 61:10 - 62:3 and Luke 2:22-40

Church Work Day-Dec 2 at 9:00am
Help us spruce and decorate our beautiful spaces for holiday guests and newcomers.

All Church Potluck-Dec 3 at 11:30am
Gather with us to celebrate the start of the Christmas season with home cooked food.

Share Our Selves Adopt-a-Family
We all live among a sea of people just like Mary and Joseph, and we call them the working poor.
This year we return to a favorite means of serving others by adopting one of those such families.
Through the SOS Adopt-a-Family program we have to opportunity to provide for a family of eight
(2 adults [mother & father], and 6 children between the ages of 4 -16 years.)
This holiday season marks the 48th year of the Share Our Selves annual Adopt-a-Family Program.
This wonderful holiday tradition supports many struggling Orange County families by providing
gifts and food for the holidays. This year, the program will connect donors with more than 1,500
families with children recommended by Costa Mesa and Santa Ana organizations and schools. The
event will take place at the Orange County Fairgrounds from December 18-21, 2017.
To adopt a family we are asked to provide both Christmas gifts & food. We must provide at least 2
new gifts for each child, (it is not required to provide for adults, but it would be nice to do so.) Gift
cards or cash donations are welcome. For food, we are asked to provide a minimum of $10 per
family member in grocery gift cards and/or non-perishable food items. Grocery store gift cards are
highly recommended.
Susan Theron is our coordinator for this service project and can be reached at su.theron@gmail.com.
Beginning Sunday, December 3rd, she will have a list of names, ages, gift ideas, and food items that
we will collect. All gifts and donations must be received in the church by Sunday, December 17th.
Thank you from all of the Mary's and Joseph’s in Orange County.

Special Office Hours and Yoga Times
The Christ Church by the Sea Church Office will be closed Monday, December 25 through Tuesday,
January 2nd.
Yoga will meet on Wednesdays – December 6, 13, 20, 27. There will be no yoga on Wednesday,
January 3rd. Yoga will meet on Sundays – December 3 (at 2:00pm), 10, and 17. It will resume on
Sunday, January 7th.

1400 W Balboa Blvd
Newport Beach, CA 92661

There will be no yoga on Wednesday, January 3rd.

Dec. 3 Special Time/Place: Join us in Sanctuary at 2pm.
There will be no yoga on Dec 24 and Dec 31.

