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We are all called to ministry.  It may not be as an ordained minister, but we are all given gifts of 

the Spirit that equip us to minister to our world.  When we accept Jesus into our hearts, we 

begin to live a life filled with the desire to serve one another.  How we decide to serve depends 

on our spiritual gifts.   

We just completed a bible study entitled “The Call” that shared the conversion experience and 

missionary travels of the Apostle Paul.  It was remarkable to learn about a man who had once 

persecuted Christians (even to death) whose life turned around when he accepted Christ into 

his life and went on to the Gentile world to share the Good News.   

Paul’s call to ministry was amazing.  He walked thousands of miles, was imprisoned, beaten, and 

eventually died for the faith.  As we read and listened to his story, we all marveled at the joy 

that Paul found in his ministry in spite of all the hardships. 

Ministry is a call and not a job.  Even if your ministry hits some bumps in the road it should 

always be fun and joyful.  If it isn’t, if you find yourself dreading it, then go back to prayer and

discern your call; maybe your season of ministry has ended.  Our calls to ministry do indeed last 

for a season (which is a measure of God’s time), some seasons last longer than others, but there is 

always an end to a season.   

If you are burdened, ask God to clarify your call.  My friend, Quynhhoa Nguyen, always prays 

to understand her call if things become difficult.  When she attempted to get a visa to the 

United States to attend seminary she kept failing at obtaining one (bureaucracy at its best.) 

Finally, she went back to prayer and said to God, “Maybe I don’t understand what you are 

asking me to do.  If you want me to follow through with going to school, I need your help.”  The 

next day she got her visa.   

Just as Jesus equipped the disciples for ministry when he sent them out, God equips us, too. 

First, we have the gifts of the Spirit; second, God walks with us even in the darkest times. 

Finally, we have each other to encourage and lift us up.  That is why being a Christian is a 

communal experience; we need each other for support in our ministries.   

Regardless of your age or abilities, everyone is called to ministry.  Have you answered your call? 

If not, when will you?  God is waiting. 

Peace and grace, 

Pastor Joy 



  

Our Christ Church leaders are doing a phenomenal job of embracing and implementing our vision 

plan.  Currently we are focusing on the area of our plan that we call "Cathedral."  In order for us to 

fully claim our distinct call as the protestant cathedral church for our peninsula community, we 

are focusing on making the exterior of our campus more prominent.  This includes new uplighting 

for our trees and building facade and new signage with our new logo in strategic places with high 

visibility from those that drive and walk by our beautiful doors.   

This is also an exciting time in that we are sharing our vision with the District team that is 

assisting us with assessing our potential for growth.  By sharing our vision with them they can 

help us understand what resources are available as we continue to follow where God leads. -APW  

VISION PLAN UPDATE

SEATED YOGA: MEET OUR INSTRUCTOR

LET'S PRAY FOR OUR NEIGHBORS!

Kristin Lee Geiger, RYT500 is a certified, registered yoga instructor and Newport Beach resident. 

She is a native of Iowa and spent time living and working in New York before settling in 

California. It was her years in New York that helped her truly understand the benefits of yoga 

and inspired her to share it with others through teaching.  Kristin has experience with students 

of all ages, abilities, and levels of practice.  As a teacher, she loves sharing the subtleties of yoga 

with her students, helping them grow in their practice at their own pace, assisting them as they

learn to challenge themselves and safely redefine their “limits”, and inspire a sense of curiosity 

about their state of being.  

You are cordially invited to Christ Church by the Sea’s first Prayer Walk of 2017.  Join your 

Leadership Team on Saturday, August 24th at 8:30am as we walk through the neighborhood praying 

for our friends and neighbors.   

Prayer Walks allow us to pray for an opening of the hearts and minds of our neighbors that they 

might find their way to our doors as they have a need.  They also provide a communal opportunity to 

unite in prayer for all those we are called to serve.   

A continental breakfast will be served at 8:30am, with the walk beginning at 8:45am.  We plan to 

walk on both sides of Balboa Blvd. between 12th and 17th streets.  We’ll go out in small groups with 

specific areas to cover.  Everyone should be back to the church by 9:30am.  If you cannot walk, come 

and pray in the sanctuary.  Will you take one hour on a Saturday morning to pray for your neighbors? 



  

BEACH PARKING 

PROJECT GRATITUDE THANKS 
OUR LIFEGUARDS

We have launched another round of Project Gratitude, our outreach ministry that writes 

thank you notes to those who serve alongside us on the Balboa peninsula.  In June we wrote 

thank you notes to over 40 firefighters.  In July and August we will write notes to the

lifeguards that protect our beaches. 

Yes, we need two months to write to the lifeguards because we are writing notes for 230 

lifeguards!  This will be our biggest effort yet, so we need everyone’s help.  There are two ways 

you can serve.  First, you can pick up a packet of note cards on Sunday and take them home to 

write.  Second, you can join us on Tuesday, August 8th at 1:30pm to join others in writing cards. 

It’s fun to socialize while writing the notes and to share ideas about what to say.   

Each note is personally addressed to an individual lifeguard with a special sentiment from the 

writer.  We do not use these thank you cards to invite people to church, just to let them know 

that we recognize the incredible service they deliver to the people of the peninsula.   

We look forward to delivering these cards around August 15th.  See Karen Mascitelli if you 

have questions.  Please find a few minutes in your day to show your gratitude to these 

wonderful people who give themselves for our safety.   

Please save the date and time of September 30, 2017 from 9:30am-2pm for our Women's 

Retreat.  More details of the program will be shared in the coming weeks leading up to the 

event.  

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

MEN'S BREAKFAST AND BIBLE STUDY
Join us every Tuesday at Woody's Cafe Lido at 8am.  Men with all levels of Biblical 

knowledge are welcome.  Bring a friend!  

We are 2/3 of the way through the Summer and over 12K has been collected thus far, but we 

still need your help!  Connect with the Church Office to sign up for open spots through Labor 

Day Weekend.  Thank you to all our incredible volunteers!   



  LEADERSHIP TEAM MINUTES 
July 22nd, 2017, 8:30am-12:00pm 

Next Meeting:  Prayer Walk - Saturday, August 26, 2017, 8:30am 

Board Members Present:  Reverend Joy Price, Karen Mascitelli, Nancy Remley, Cathy Saari, Lynne Lightner, Ray Kjar, 

Susanne Caminiti, Susan Theron, Mary May, Andrew Williams (guest), Lori Weigel (subbing for Kay Brown) 

Opening Devotion-Pastor Joy 

Pastor Joy led the team in prayer and discussed how fun and joyful ministry is to be able to share with others in 

community. She encouraged us to remember ministry is a call not a job.  As Paul was called to ministry, we are also called. 

What is your call? Pastor reminded us that ministry is for a “season” and that the season can end, however, God doesn’t quit

calling us. He equips us just as Jesus equipped the disciples.  Examine your heart and ask where you are called without 

feeling burdened. Please talk to Pastor Joy if you see a need to serve. 

Call to Order & Approval of Minutes 

Call to Order – 8:50am.  Lynne moved to approve minutes from May team meeting, Cathy seconds, all in favor-Yes. Minutes 

are now published in monthly Sea Breeze, please read and make amendment suggestions, if necessary. 

Pastor’s Message/ Report-Pastor Joy 

District Church Vitality Assessment-Meeting 2:  Reminder that the District Team will be at the Church on Monday, July 24th

to review the surveys.  Please plan on attending.  Lori is tallying assessment packages and should have them completed on

Monday.  Pastor Joy will ask the District Team to make next meeting during the evening, so that more people can attend. 

Pastor Joy will make a case to the district for financial support of several items as the assessment is completed. 

Vision Plan-Andrew 

Andrew reviewed the Vision Plan and highlighted the key successes:  Heritage Wall is completed with a thank you to Ray 

and Chuck for their help, Seated Yoga classes have begun, Arts Party last May, Project Gratitude notes continue to be 

written, Beach Parking is in full swing, etc.  Andrew suggested that the sanctuary be open to the public for prayer with 

themes.  Opened discussion for whether or not the sanctuary should install video surveillance.  Clean up of hallways to 

begin soon. 

Nuts & Bolts Reports/Issues 

Trustees-Pastor Joy 

Termites:  Termite company came and treated for termites in area above flower room.  Check back with the company to 

address the subterranean termites and if they were treated in the soil. 

Garden/Outdoor Lights:  Need additional information regarding outlets, etc. before moving forward with lighting projects. 

Priority is the sprinkler system and how each station works.  Susan and Mary offered to speak to their landscapers. 

Wrought Iron:  This is tabled for future, as funding is needed to proceed.  Ray will talk to Robin Theron about another quote

For future, we will advertise to congregation about the funds needed for this special project. 

Tech Computer:  Ray recommends a custom-build from Frye’s at a cost of $2,000.  Lynne moved that the $2,000 come 

from the "Memorial Fund”; Ray and Mary second, all in favor: Yes. 

Organ:  Craig has issues with the organ, which requires $16,000.  This item is tabled until further details on what exactly is 

needed and where the funds would come from.  Repairs, not enhancements are priority.   

Signage:  No new information, as another estimate is required.  Per Andrew, pricing is estimated at around $7-8k.  Signage 

and lighting are the two top priorities.  Lori will research “lawn signs” for Yoga, Pancake Breakfasts, etc. in lieu of large 

banners that require city permits. 



  

Misc.:  Next Leadership Team Meeting, Pastor Joy suggests a “Prayer Walk” on Saturday, August 26th, 8:30am.   

Discussion about a Community mailing to neighbors on the peninsula as long as cost is reasonable-per Andrew: approx. 

$1,000 for large mailing. 

Finance-Ray 

Financial Reports:  Slightly over budget per Bookkeeper’s reports.  Overspending in all areas.  Adjust spending or more 

giving is needed. Please give any/all suggestions to Ray.  On track for Beach Parking Ministry (close match to what was 

brought in last summer). 

Stewardship Campaign Results:  Givers of Record-not giving what had hoped for.  Ray is encouraging On-Line Giving and 

will look into fees that are charged (typ. 2% fee for cc users). 

Outreach Karen/Pastor Joy 

Project Gratitude:  Notes are being written to 230 Lifeguards on the peninsula.  Police Dept., Parks Dept. and Library are 

possibly the next groups. 

SOS:  Pastor Joy, Karen and Lori will schedule a meeting with SOS to research what they have to offer and the best way to

send those in need to them. 

Yoga:  Classes are very successful, everyone is enjoying and feedback has been very positive and great.  Outside people are

showing up.  Ask Jill if any of the children’s parents are interested in the classes. 

Justice-Holy Listening:  Holy Listening is on hiatus for summer and will connect again in September. Next steps would be 

to move beyond small groups and take to a larger setting – 8-10 at a table for dialogue. 

Children’s Center Advisory Board-Cathy 

Finances:  Summer is a challenge as there will be a financial loss.  The school did make money in June; however, July and 

August will probably show a loss due to the lack of interest in the school-age program.  There are 31 children participating

in summer preschool.  27 are enrolled for fall, 13 school-age.  2-year-old parents are referring the school to other parents. 

Jill has done a terrific job.  Fundraising will begin again in September. 

Gate Replaced and new Swing Set Seats/Chains:  All items are installed. 

Staff:  Jill is doing a great job.  She has completed all staff reviews.  She will be looking to hire as soon as the final count for

the fall is set.   

Programs:  Yoga for children is going well-the school pays for the classes as part of the curriculum.  End of year programs 

all went well- Donuts with Dad’s and Graduation.  Jill also has new CCCC t-shirts for sale and those are selling well. 

Staff Parish Relations-Lynne 

DS will meet with SPRC. Pastor Joy recommended a tentative date of Thursday, February 8th. 

Other Business 

Karen handed out CERT door hangers.  Extras will be in the office. 

Lori will research “lawn signs” from Vista Print for Seated Yoga and Pancake Breakfasts, etc.  Signs would possibly be less 

expensive than banners and do not require permits. 

Meeting Adjourned:  11:44am 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Lori Weigel-Christ Church By The Sea Administrative Assistant 

LEADERSHIP TEAM MINUTES, CONTINUED



Tuesday, August 1 

8:00am: Men's Breakfast at Woody's Cafe Lido 

8:30am: Women's Breakfast at Woody's Cafe Lido 

Wednesday, August 2 

10:15am: Seated Yoga in Sanctuary  

Sunday, August 6 

10:00am: Worship  

Tuesday, August 8 

8:00am: Men's Breakfast at Woody's Cafe Lido 

Wednesday, August 9 

10:15am: Seated Yoga in Sanctuary  

Sunday, August 13 

10:00am: Worship  

Tuesday, August 15 

8:00am: Men's Breakfast at Woody's Cafe Lido 

6:30pm: Children's Center Advisory Board Meeting 

Wednesday, August 16 

10:15am: Seated Yoga in Sanctuary  

Sunday, August 20 

10:00am: Worship  

Tuesday, August 22 

8:00am: Men's Breakfast at Woody's Cafe Lido  

Wednesday, August 23 

10:15am: Seated Yoga in Sanctuary  

Saturday, August 26 

8:30am: Leadership Team Prayer Walk 

Sunday, August 27 

10:00am: Worship  

Tuesday, August 29 

8:00am: Men's Breakfast at Woody's Cafe Lido  

Wednesday, August 30 

10:15am: Seated Yoga in Sanctuary 

August Birthdays 

Susan Fusaro 

Candace Benson 

Anna Shafer 

Scott Smith 

Chris Christenson 

Judi Benson 

Gordon Sheldall 
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1400 W Balboa Blvd 

Newport Beach, CA 92661

Do you shop on Amazon?  Andrew

has set up a new way in which your 

purchases on Amazon can benefit 

Christ Church.  Follow the 

instructions on the right to set up 

Christ Church as your preferred 

charity.  We will receive up to 5% of 

the total cost of your Amazon 

transactions.  Contact Andrew if you 

have more questions! 

andrew@christbytheseanb.org

NEW WAY TO SUPPORT
OUR MINISTRIES


