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THOUGHTS OF JOY

DECEMBER 2016

April is here and Easter is coming. But, Easter does not come without Good Friday.
We always want to ignore the pain and suffering that occurred on that first Good
Friday. We’d like to believe that our salvation did not cost so much, but it did.

Thirteen years ago, Mel Gibson released his film, “The Passion of the Christ”. I saw it
twice, once by myself, and once with the congregation I was serving at the time. I had
trouble with several things about it. In particular, the scenes of Jesus being scourged
were heart-wrenching.

Film critics called the extreme violence of that scene, unnecessary, but Gibson fought
back saying that he wanted to make certain that the audience saw and understood
the depth of suffering Jesus experienced… for us. Gibson met his goal, in my opinion.

Regardless of how you felt about the film, it is something that makes us ponder. The
sacrifice was extreme. And, Jesus made it willingly. He would have preferred not to
experience a painful death, but he understood that in his death, there would be new
life for humanity. So, he went through the pain and humiliation of the cross… for us.

I invite you during these last few weeks of Lent to prepare your hearts for what Jesus
did for you and for me. Consider what sacrifices you might make to be His follower.
Consider how you might lead others to Christ. Consider how the world has changed
because of what Jesus did.

We will celebrate the joy of Easter after we ponder the pain of death. Join us and
recommit yourself to a life in Jesus Christ.

Grace and peace,
Pastor Joy

HOLY WEEK
Palm Sunday-April 9th

Worship at 10am in the Sanctuary with Palm Procession
Maundy Thursday-April 13th

A Time of Reflection from 6pm-8pm at Newport Center UMC (1601 Marguerite Ave in CDM)
Good Friday-April 14th

Service with Choir in the Sanctuary at 7pm
Easter Sunday-April 16th

Sunrise Worship on the 14th Street Beach at 6:30am
Easter Worship with Special Music in the Sanctuary at 10am
A light breakfast will be served after each service.

VISION PLAN UPDATE
HOLY SPIRIT MOMENTS
BY ANDREW PONDER WILLIAMS
A few weeks ago I was working in the back of the Sanctuary on our new Heritage Wall.
One of the historical items I was preparing to frame was the bulletin from
the 1933 dedication of what is now Goodell Hall. I had found this amazing artifact from
our past between some rusty drawers in an old church filing cabinet months before. I
realized at this moment that although I had been taken with this document, I had never
actually taken the time to read it thoroughly. I decided to slow down and read the
bulletin cover to cover.
Four pages of the document were detailed explanations of the church's vision for
moving forward now that the first section of the campus had been constructed. I was
amazed and even a little dumbfounded by what I read. The vision that God breathed
into our church in 1933 is nearly identical to what Pastor Joy and I feel God is calling us
to do now in 2017. What is extraordinary and where I feel the Holy Spirit at work is in the
fact that the current vision plan that we are using now at Christ Church was put
together before we even knew that this artifact existed. God has cast the same vision
through different persons over nearly 100 years.
When this vision was first cast our church sat lone atop a sandbar. Now we find
ourselves in the center of one of the most popular destinations in all of the LA area.
Despite the different realities of these dramatically different times, the Holy Spirit is
inviting us to understand that our ministry matters and that our presence on the
peninsula is something timeless. I invite you as we live into our vision to consider how
the Holy Spirit might work through you and reveal to you how you can make a
difference through our ministries as we build our future together.
Please Pray, Participate, and Persevere during this exciting time as we work to connect
with our Neighborhood, build up our little cathedral, and become a place for everyone
on every stage of life's journey.
APW

GET PUMPED FOR
PANCAKES
RETURNS SATURDAY APRIL 22

Our Pancake Breakfasts return this month as we continue to reach out to our
neighborhood and build on the connections we make each year at our Sunrise
Worship event. The Pancake Breakfasts will be offered in the front parking lot on
Saturday mornings from 8:30am to 9:30am. Our Spring round of breakfasts will begin
on Saturday April 22 and run for four weeks.

DISTRICT MISSION TRIP
I am excited to let you all know that the next South District recovery mission team will
be to Forked River, New Jersey, to work on repairing homes in that area that were
damaged when Superstorm Sandy made landfall in late October 2012. We have room
for 22 people (this may be able to be expanded) and we will be gone from September
23rd-30th.The accommodations are at Lacey UMC in Forked River which has team
housing with bunk beds for up to 22 people. The need for rebuilding help is great since
it has been almost five years since the storm and there are folks who still don't have
their homes back to a safe, sanitary, and secure state. I am open to having some
information meetings before the first team meeting in May.
My mobile phone: 619-540-5257 or email: jkdemaree@gmail.com for anyone who
wants more information about the trip or wants to schedule an information meeting.
-Announcement from South District UMC Office

Leadership Team Minutes-March 2017
After sharing breakfast together, Pastor Joy led us in a devotion about the leading of the Holy Spirit. The
meeting was then called to order by Mari May, Lay Leader. All members were present. The minutes of the
previous meeting were approved as written.
*Easter Worship Service preparations are underway. Easter Lilies will be available for $10 via an envelope in
the pews. Nancy and Susan will handle the food preparations and clean-up. Karen will decorate the
Cross with donated flowers. The banner has been ordered, and the city permit for beach use has been
obtained. For the Sunrise Service, Newport Center UMC will join us. Mark will set up the sound system
using a generator, yet to be obtained. Press releases have been sent.
*An all-church work day is scheduled for Sunday, April 9, to spruce up the church and grounds for Easter,
specifically to trim the olive tree, hose the patio, change light bulbs, dust, and clean windows. A light
lunch will be served by Nancy. It was noted that the floor in Goodell Hall needs to be stripped and waxed.
*Trustees Position - As we have no chair of this committee, the Leadership Team voted to appoint Mari
May as titular chairman, with Cathy serving as co-chairman. Individual members of the church will be
asked to do specific jobs as they arise.
*Vision Plan - An artist has shown interest in possibly using the Youth Lounge as a studio, and then
displaying his work for the church and community to enjoy.
The Heritage Wall in the Narthex has been painted blue by Chuck, and Andrew is planning a display of the
photos and documents which reflect the church's history. On April 24, Pastor Joy will meet with the staff
to discuss the Vision Plan and action steps to be taken.
*Trustees - Concerning our electrical/and lighting problems, new fixtures and new timers have been
installed. The timers have not yet been set. A group of men have been working on this. We are aware that
the organ has some problems which need to be rectified.
*Finances - Ray proposed that appendices be added to the Finance Procedures Manual which will reflect
the change in the Leadership structure of the church. These will cover handling and control of receipts,
check-writers and credit card holders, bank accounts, bookkeeping service, and audit committee. This
proposal was seconded and passed. The annual Stewardship Campaign will be held in late May or early
June. Giving for the first of the year is down nearly 40%. We hope that those who are behind will make an
effort to catch up.
*Outreach - Karen will meet with Pastor Joy to discuss ideas for outreach. Ideas include a food truck on
Beach Parking Days for the beach goers, and a church-sponsored Yoga class. Project Gratitude sent
letters of appreciation to all the teachers at Newport El. The next letters will be addressed to the
Firefighters of our community. The next gathering of the Holy Listening group will be on May 20 at our
church.
*Children's Center - Enrollment includes 34 pre-schoolers and 23 school-age children. Jill was given
permission to hire a bookkeeper. The summer program will be on a week-to-week basis depending upon
enrollment. Each week will have a different theme. Donations from parents and church members are
needed for the new sun/shade canopy. The new keypad for the gate is installed. A tutorial for usage was
given to the Leadership Team by Pastor Joy. A new Staff Policy Manual has been written. See's candy will
be sold after the Worship services for the next few weeks, proceeds to benefit the Children's Center. May
1-5 is Teacher Appreciation Week.
*Ad-hoc Committees - Pancake breakfasts for the community will be held April 22-May 13. Bill will note
the event on the marquee. Lori will provide the supplies, and church groups will be in charge as follows:
April 22 - Men's Breakfast Group; April 29 - Leadership Team; May 6 - UMW; May 13 - Choir.
*Gardening - new Jasmine plants have been planted along the boulevard, and irrigation will be repaired
for the area. New Passion Vines will be purchased for the fence in back. The olive tree in the courtyard will
be trimmed and shaped.
*The next meeting of the Leadership Team will be Saturday, April 22, at 9:30.
Lori will serve as substitute secretary in the absence of the scribe.
Respectfully submitted by Kay Brown, Scribe
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FEATURE

Sunday, April 2
10:00am: Worship
Sermon Title: "Serpents and Snakes"
Scripture: Numbers 21:4-9 and John 3:14-21
Tuesday, April 4
8:30am: Women's Breakfast at Malarky's
10:30am and 7:00pm: Creed Lenten Study
Sunday, April 9
10:00am: Worship, Sanctuary
11:15: All Church Clean Up Day
Sermon Title: "The Lonesome Valley"
Lesson: Matthew 21:1-11, 26:36-46, 69-27:1,15-26
Tuesday, April 11
10:30am and 7:00pm: Creed Lenten Study
Wednesday, April 12
10:00am: UMW
Friday, April 14
7:00pm: Good Friday Worship
Sunday, April 16-EASTER SUNDAY
6:30am: Easter Sunrise on 14th Street Beach
10:00am: Worship, Sanctuary
Continental breakfast served after both services
Sermon Title: "A Gift of Rare Value"
Lesson: Matthew 28:1-10
Tuesday, April 18
6:30pm: Children's Center Advisory Board
Saturday April 22
8:30am: Community Breakfast
9:30am: Leadership Team
Sunday, April 23
10:00am: Worship, Sanctuary
Saturday, April 29
8:30am: Community Breakfast
Sunday, April 30
10:00am: Worship

INTERVIEW

April Birthdays
Janet Harris
Jill Musser
Vincent Hans
Kathy Barloewen
Mona Wamel
Rob Powell
Bob Fellers

Easter Sunday is
April 16
Sunrise Worship
on the 14th St
Beach at 6:30am

1400 W Balboa Blvd
Newport Beach, CA 92661

WORSHIP SUNDAYS AT 10AM

